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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

JULY 24, 1990

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON‘U;)
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFE b
SUBJECT: REMARKS CELEBRATING CAPTIVE NATIONS WEEK .

I. SUMMARY

On Wednesday, July 25, 1990, at 1:30 PM, you will address
approximately 200 guests in the Rose Garden. Among those attending
will be the Vice President, Secretary Derwinski, Deputy Secretary
Eagleburger, approximately twenty Congressmen and Senators, and
various dignitaries from "captive nation" countries.

II. DISCUSSION

The attached remarks (8 minutes, cards) focus on the changing
‘complexion of the 32 year old captive nations week: from a
traditionally sad event into one of celebration. While
highlighting the recent liberation of several Eastern European
nations, the remarks also emphasize the need to remember those
people in the world who are still without freedom.



(Hinchliffe/Garmey)
July 23, 1990 8:00 p.m.
NATIONS
RESIDENTIAL REMARKS: CAPTIVE NATIONS WEEK
Rose Garden
July 25, 1990

Welcome to every one of you able to be here for this extra-
ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 Years, presidents from
Eisenhower to Reagan have commemorated Captive Nations Week. It
has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A ceremony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everyone still in captivity that they were not forgotten.
These previous Captive Nations Week have not been moments of joy,
but of serious rededication -- and of sadness that so many in our
world lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\

The Revolution of '89 was a stunning -- thrilling --
historic time. At this ceremony last year, we told the world
that we would keep faith with those who were oporessed. And wve
did. Then, taking their lives into their own hands, the very
people who were in our hearts crafted an unforgettable year of
triumph. The triumph of brave hearts. The triumph of people
declaring tﬁey would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in Eastern Europe, Barbaro and I
sensed excitement in the air. 1In meetings with the people of
Poland and Hungary, I Pledged America's strong support for their
historic struggle. Like most Americans, we had watched in Joy as
the barbed wire on the Austrian-Hungarian border came down. And
we were deeply moved as these changes swept across a continent _

bringing within reach the vision of a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained
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united and strong in our mission for peace and freedom. That
strength has at long last borne fruit. Wwhat an amazing year this
has 5een.- A year of technicolor glory in lands that had been
defined by bléck watchtowers and walls, and the drab emptiness of
lost dreams.

But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the
joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very
épecial way. With us today are some of the young people Qhose
countries were a part of the Revolution of '89. Each is proud of
their country and it's easy to understand why they believe in
thémselves and in their homelands. For the bold and brilliant
light of freedom now illuminates their world.\\

And so, to honor that shining faith in the future, I
dedicate this day to these new generation of freedom and to
future generations who will never have to bear the burden of
tyranny. \\\

For some of this new generation, this freedom means a whole
new world in their own backyard. On that unforgettable morning
when the East German borders fell, parents gathered up their
children and brought them to the Brandenburg Gate, the final
symbol of tyranny in Berlin. Still in their pajamas,lthese

children on their first day of new freedom, were passed up from

friendly hand to friendly hand to have the thrill of sitting on

‘top of the wall -- looking across at the endless horizons of

their dreams. \\\
Now, a new generation is coming of age -- in freedom. In

the audience today are a group of youﬁg interns from Poland,
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Hungary, and Czechoslovakia. Supported by funding from private
American organizations, they are spending the summer working and
learning in the United States. One is working with the Speaker
of North Caroiina's House of Delegates, another with a television
station in Washington, a third with the U.S; Chamber of Commerce.
They are ﬂere learning how a free society works, and they will
return to build a free Poland, a free Hungary, a free
Czechoslovakia.

But while we celebrate for those who are now free, we must
also remember those who are mot. \\

I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the
rest of the world, where uﬁfinished revolutions continue one
heroic story at a time. 1In the Americas, where a boy with
nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape the politics
of repression. 1In Asia, where iron tanks were met by the iron
will of a lone man. \\\ .

Today, I also want to remember especially the people of
Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia and renew our support for their
long quest for national self-determination. The road ahead will
be difficult, but we can now join them in looking with hope that
their long-cherished dreams will become reality. \\\

Alongside the success stories of natlons, we also hear quiet

~stories of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the

v1s;on of liberty. Those who have risked everything in countries
not yet free. The couﬁtries we must still remember today. The
desperate people we must never forget.\\

Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he
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almost died escaping from the shattered life of a country where
he had seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his brothers'
spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ... for
freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedom.
He starved in delirium ... for freedom. After he was finally
rescued and told he could enter the U.S., he wept all night long.

When did something touch our lives so completely that we
cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America “freedom
country." How many of us have stopped to think of our homeland
in those terms? \\\

You know, on my desk in the Oval Office I have two special
mementos with me at all times. One is a small American flag,
given to me in an Army hospital by a soldier wounded while
fighting to free our friends in Panama. It represents America's
commitment to freedom and to proud people, wherever they may be,
who seek that freedom.

The other souvenir is a piece of the Berlin Wall -- one of
the very first chiseled from that horrifying affront to humanity.
I keep it as a reminder of the miracle which courage, strength
and unity can achieve. \\

Sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today are several
generations from these nations of miracles -- including the new
generation. But there are also countries still waiting to be
free. \\

Let us all work together so that next year this dream of
freedonm extends to all those countries where it is now denied.\\\

Let us pray together that the light of liberty will shine



-

5

across our entire planet. And that the next Captive Nations Week

will be the last. \\\

Thank you and God bless America.

* k % % *



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

JULY 24, 1990

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON‘UD
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFE {
SUBJECT: REMARKS CELEBRATING CAPTIVE NATIONS WEEK

I. SUMMARY

On Wednesday, July 25, 1990, at 1:30 PM, you will address
approximately 200 guests in the Rose Garden. Among those attending
will be the Vice President, Secretary Derwinski, Deputy Secretary
Eagleburger, approximately twenty Congressmen and Senators, and
various dignitaries from "captive nation" countries.

II. DISCUSSION

The attached remarks (8 minutes, cards) focus on the changing
‘complexion of the 32 year old captive nations week: from a
traditionally sad event into one of celebration. While
highlighting the recent liberation of several Eastern European
nations, the remarks also emphasize the need to remember those
people in the world who are still without freedom.
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NATIONS
RESIDENTIAL REMARKS: CAPTIVE NATIONS WEEK
Rose Garden
July 25, 1990

Welcome to every one of you able to be here for this extra-
ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 Years, presidents from
Eisenhower to Reagan have commemorated Captive Nations Week. It
‘has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A ceremony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everyone still in captivity that they were not forgotten.
These previous Captive Nations Week have not been moments of joy,
but of serious rededication -- and of sadness that S0 many in our
world lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\

The Revolution of '89 was a.stunning -- thrilling --
historic time. At this ceremony last year, we told the world
that we would keep faith with those who were oppressed. And we
did. Then, taking their lives into their own hands, the very
people who were in our hearts crafted an unfofgettable year of
triumph. The triumph of brave hearts. The triumph of people
declaring they would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in Eastern Europe, Barbara and I
sensed excitement in the air. 1In meetings with the people of
Poland and Hungary, I pledged America's strong support for their
historic struggle. Like most Americans, we had watched in joy as
the Qarbed wire on the Austrian-Hungarian border came down. Aﬁd
we were deeply moved as these changes swept across a continent

bringing within reach the vision of a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained
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united and strong in our mission for peace and freedom. That
strength has at long last borne fruit. What an amazing year this
has been. - A year of technicolor glory in lands that had been
defined by bléck watchtowers and walls, and the drab emptiness of
lost dreams.

But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the
joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very
special way. With us today are some of the young people whose
countries were a part of the Revolution of '83. Each is proud of
their country and it's easy to understand why they believe in
themselves and in their homelands. For the bold and brilliant
light of freedom now illuminates their world.\\

And so, to honor that shining faith in the future, I
dedicate this day to these new generation of freedom and to
future generations who will never have to bear the burden of
tyranny. \\\

For some of this new generation, this freedom means a whole
new world in their own backyard. oOn that unforgettable morning
when the East German borders fell, parents gathered ub their
children and brought them to the Brandenburg Gate, the final
symbol of tyranny in Berlin. Still in their pajamaé, these
children on their first day of new freedom, were passed up from
friendly hand to friendly hand to have the thrill of sitting on
top of thé wall -- looking across at the endless horizons of
their dreéms. WL\

Now, a new generation is coming of age -- in freedom. In

the audience today are a group of young interns from Poland,
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Hungary, and Czechoslovakia. Supported by funding from private
American organizations, they are spending the summer working and
learning in the United States. One is working with the Speaker
of North Caroiina's House of Delegates, another with a television
station in Washington, a third with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
They are here learning how a free society works, and they will
return to build a free Poland, a free Hungary, a free
Czechoslovakia.

But while we celebrate for those who are now free, we must
also remember those who are not. \\

I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the
rest of the world, where unfinished revolutions continue one
heroic story at a time. 1In the Americas, where a boy with
nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape the politics
of repression. 1In Asia, where iron tanks were met by the iron
will of a lone man. \\\ |

Today, I also want to remember especially the people of
Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia and renew our support for their
long quest for national self-determination. The road ahead will
be difficult, but we can now join them in looking with hope that
their long-cherished dreams will become reality. \\\

Alongside the success stories of nations, we also hear quiet
- stories of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the
vision of liberty. Those who have risked everything in-cduntries
not yét free. The countries we must still remember today. The
desperate people we must never forget.\\

Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he
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almost died escaping from the shattered life of a country where
he had seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his brothers’
spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ... for
freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedom.
He starved in delirium ... for freedom. After he was finally
rescued and told he could enter the U.S., he wept all night long.

When did something touch our lives so completely that we
cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America “freedom
country." How many of us have stopped to think of our homeland
in those terms? \\\ |

You know, on my desk in the Oval Office I have two special
mementos with me at all times. One is a small American flag,
given to me in an Army hospital by a soldier'wounded while
fighting to free our friends in Panama. It represents America's
commitment to freedom and to proud people, wherever they may be,
who seek that freedom.

The other souvenir is a piece of the Berlin Wall -- one of
the very first chiseled from that horrifying affront to humanity.
I kXeep it as a reminder of the miracle which courage, strength
and unity can achieve. \\ ‘

Sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today are several
generations from these nations of miracles -- including the new
generation. But there are also countries still waiting to be
free. \\ |

Let us all work together so that next Year this dream of
freedom extends to all those countries wvhere it is now denied.\\\

Let us pray together that the light of liberty will shine
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across our entire planet. And that the next Captive Nations week

will be the last. \\\

Thank you and God bless America.

* k %k % %
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Q/é&f (Hinchliffe/Garmey)
Date: July 23, 1990 8:00 p.m.
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July 25, 1990
JOHN S. GARDNER

Special Assistant to the President /ou able to be here for this extra-
and Assistant Staff Secretary

itness to the struggling and
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7agzLA; :ivity that they were not forgotten. V/
/ :3:::;3%:v0 not been moments of joy,

/k%z - and of sadness that so many in our
tyranny. \\\

The Révolution of '89 was a stunning -- thrilling --
historic time. At this ceremony last year, we told the world
that we would keep faith with those who were oppressed. And we
did. Then, taking their lives into their own hands, the very
people who were in our hearts crafted an unforgettable year of
triumph. The triumph of brave hearts. The triumph of people
declaring they would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in Eastern Europe, Barbara and I
sensed excitement in the air. In meetings with the people of
Poland and Hungary, I pledged America's strong support for their
historic struggle. Like most Americans, we had watched in joy as
the yarbed wire on the Austrian-Hungarian border came down. And
we were deeply moved as these changes swept across a continent
bringing within reach the vision of a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

24-Jul-1990 17:08 EDT

UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Robert L. Hutchings ( HUTCHINGS )
FROM: Robert L. Hutchings

(HUTCHINGS)
SUBJECT: captive nations

Today, I want to remember especially the people of Latvia,
Lithuania, and Estonia and renew our support for their long quest
for national self-determination. The road ahead will be
difficult, but we can now join them in looking with hope that
their long-cherished dreams will become reality.
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SUBJECT: captive nations insert

INSERT (PAGE 3)

Now, a new generation is coming of age -- in freedom. . In the
audience today are a group of young interns from Poland, Hungary,
and Czechoslovakia. Supported by funding from private American
organizations, they are spending the summer working and learning
in the United States. One is working with the Speaker of North
Carolina’s House of Delegates, another with a television station
in wWwashington, ; third'with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. They
are here learﬁing how a free society works, and they will return

to build a free Poland, a free Hungary, a free Czechoslovakia.
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss

Winston by 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 07/24, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE:

The NSC Staff concurs, with the changes indicated.

Brent Scowcroft

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Rose Garden
July 25, 1990

Welcome ﬁo every one of you able to be here for this extra-.
ofdinary event; \\ For the last 32 Years, presidents from
Eisenhower to Reagan have commemoréted Captive Nations Day. It
has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A cegemony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everyonelstill in bondage that they were not forgotten.
These previous Capﬁive Nations Days have not been moments of joy,
but of serious rededication -- and of sadness thaf SO0 many in our

world lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\

The Revolution of '89 was ,a/stunning -- thrillingf——evegﬂ

At this ceremony last Year, we told the world that we would keep

fa1th with those who were oppressed. And we did. Then, taking
their lives into their own hands , the very people who were in our

hearts crafted an unforgettable Year of triumph. The triumph of

brave hearts Ewreruei—etmg. The triumph of people declaring

they would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in Eastern Europe, Barbara and I
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a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained
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united and strong in our mission for peace and freedom. That
strength has at long last borne fruit. What an amazing year this
has been. A year of technicolor glory in lands that had been

defined by black watchtowers and walls, and the drab emptiness of

lost dreans.

But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the

joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very
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And so, to honor that shining faith in the future, on behalf
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For ether—ohil »this neW freedom means a whole new world
in their own backyard. On that unforgettable morning when the
East German borders fell, parents scooped up their children and
brought them to the Brandenburg Gate, the final symbol of tyranny
in Berlin. Still in their nightclothes, these children on their
first day of new freedom, were pPassed up from friendly hand to

friendly hand to have the thrill of sitting on top of the wall

-- looking across at the endless”horizoﬂq of their new world. \\\

INSERT — — Vhose/
But while we celebratefior~¢pssehti3§oa-vho are now free, we
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must also still remember who are not. \\

I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the
rest of the world, where unfinished revolutions continue one
individual story at a time. In the Americas, where a boy with

nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape from the

/hsent C
politics of repression.
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Alongside the success stories of nations, we also hear quiet
storles of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the

vision of liberty. Those who have risked everything in countries

not yet free. The countries we must still remember today. The
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desperate people we must never forget.\\
Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he
almost died escaping from the shattered life of a country where

he had seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his brothers'

spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ... for
freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedom.
He starved in delirium ... for freedom. After he was finally

rescued and told he could enter the U.S., he wept all night long.
When did something touch our lives so completely that we
cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America “"freedom

country.'" How many of us have stopped to think of our homeland

in those terms? \\\
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the very first chiseled from that horrifying affront to humanity.
I keep it always, as a reminder of the miracle which courage,

strength and unity can achieve. \\ N R

Severald semeretisAs

Sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today are ehd from
imeletine H neas gomareN T

t b =il -
these nations of miracles -- : of Ffreedom. \\
- ¥ \) I wed gy

-l ’ hines mfe s
But there are aﬁé%%?% sl

only bleak tyranny in thei

Let us all work together so that next Year é&hese—empty

e dream f
Ly e ds o al 1hore
Lountvies there it is )




5
ch&’mwwmwmﬁm
free.—\\\

[fin-atraditionatist. —But-this cerenony is one tragition

-+'d-like te~brea4e3 Let us pray together that when we gather

again, the light of liberty will shine across our entire planet.

And that the next Captive Nations Day will be the last. LR
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SUBJECT:

captive nations insert

INSERT (PAGE 3)

Now, a new generation is coming of age -- in freedom. 1In the
audience today are a group of young interns from Poland, Hungary,
and Czechoslovakia. Supported by funding from private American
organizations, they are spending the summer working and learning
in the United States. One is working with the Speaker of North
Carolina’s House of Delegates, another with a television station
in Washington, a third with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. They
are here learning héw a free society works, and they will return
to contribute to the building ¢f & free Poland, a free Hungary, a

free Czechoslovakia.
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Welcome to every one of you able to be here for this extra-
ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 years, presidents from
Eisenhower to Reagan have commemorated Captive Natio It 6
has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A ceremony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everyone still in captivity that they were not forgotten. 9/”

P
These previous Captive Nationsave not been moments of joy,
but of serious rededication -- and of sadness that so many in our
world lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\

The Revolution of '89 was a stunning -- thrilling --
historic time. At this ceremony last year, we told the world
that we would keep faith with those who were oppressed. And we
did. Then, taking their lives into their own hands, the very
people who were in our hearts crafted an unforgettable year of
triumph. The triumph of brave hearts. The triumph of people
declaring they would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in Eastern Europe, Barbara and I
sensed excitement in the air. 1In meetings with the people of
Poland and Hungary, I pledged America's strong support for their
historic struggle. Like most Americans, we had watched in joy as
the barbed wire on the Austrian-Hungarian border came down. And
we were deeply moved as these changes swept across a continent
bringing within reach the vision of a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained
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united and strong in our mission for peace and freedom. That
strength has at long last borne fruit. What an amazing year this
has been. A year of technicolor glory in lands that had been
defined by black watchtowers and walls, and the drab emptiness of
lost dreams.

But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the
joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very
special way. With us today are some of the young people whose
countries were a part of the Revolution of '89. Each is proud of
their country and it's easy to understand why they believe in
themselves and in their homelands. For the bold and brilliant
light of freedom now illuminates their world.\\

And so, to honor that shining faith in the future, I

dedicate this day to these new generation of freedom and to

future generations who will never have to bear the burden of
tyranny. \\\

For some of this new generation, this freedom means a whole
new world in their own backyard. On that unforgettable morning
when the East German borders fell, parents gathered up their
children and brought them to the Brandenburg Gate, the final

?&CUW\M
symbol of tyranny in Berlin. Still in their nighge%ethes, these
children on their first day of new freedom, were passed up from
friendly hand to friendly hand to have the thrill of sitting on
top of the wall t)-w looking across at the endless horizons of
their dreams. \\\

Now, a new generation is coming of age -- in freedom. 1In

the audience today are a group of young interns from Poland,
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Hungary, and Czechoslovakia. Supported by funding from private
American organizations, they are spending the summer working and
learning in the United States. One is working with the Speaker
of North Carolina's House of Delegates, another with a television
station in Washington, a third with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
They are here learning how a free society works, and they will
return to build a free Poland, a free Hungary, a free
Czechoslovakia.

But while we celebrate for those who are now free, we must
also remember ;Xé(those who are not. \\

I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the
rest of the world, where unfinished revolutions continue one
heroic story at a time. In the Americas, where a boy with
nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape Eggﬁfthe
politics of repression. \j%x Clao_

Today, I,want to remember especially the people of Latvia,
Lithuania, and Estonia and renew our support for their long quest
for national self-determination. The road ahead will be
difficult, but we can now join them in looking with hope that
their long-cherished dreams will become reality.a“\

Alongside the success stories of nations, we also hear these
gquiet stories of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the
vision of liberty. Those who have risked everything in countries
not yet free. The countries we must still remember today. The
desperate people we must never forget.\\

Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he

almost died escaping from the shattered life of a country where
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he had seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his brothers'
spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ... for
freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedom.
He starved in delirium ... for freedom. After he was finally
rescued and told he could enter the U.S., he wept all night long.

When did something touch our lives so completely that we
cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America '"freedom
country." How many of us have stopped to think of our homeland
in those terms? \\\

You know, on my desk in the Oval Office I have two special
mementos with me at all times. One is a small American flag,
given to me in an Army hospital by a soldier wounded while
fighting to free our friends in Panama. It represents America's
commitment to freedom and to proud people, wherever they may be,
who seek that freedom.

The other souvenir is a piece of the Berlin Wall -- one of
the very first chiseled from that horrifying affront to humanity.
I keep it as a reminder of the miracle which courage, strength
and unity can achieve. \\

Sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today are several
generations from these nations of miracles -- including the neweif—

generation. \\ ,fy.
CTEGE—EEE;E’;;e also countries where-the new generations—are—

still waitingx4;r—€ﬁrcn%v?r? do be Lee.
S
Let us all work together so that next year th; dream of
freedom extends to all those countries where it is now denied.

\\\
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Let us pray together that the light of liberty will shine

across our entire planet. And that the next Captive Nation éf

will be the last. \\\

{ii?w et *6:8* * * W



s
/ B
T Y. . .
TR (Hinchliffe/Garmey)
: m_\-;v\\f\’“ July 23, 1990 8:00 p.m.
o NATIONS
; e wWEEkR
A o PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: CAPTIVE NATIONS .DAY-
6 S , Rose Garden
22 July 25, 1990

Welcome to every one of you able to be here for this extra-

ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 years, presidents from
WEEKR,

Eisenhower to Reagan have commemorated Captive Nations Day: It
has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A ceremony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everYone'still in bondage that they were not forgotten.
These previous Captive Nations Days have not been moments of joy,
but of serious rededication -- and of sadness that so many in our
world lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\

The Revolution of '89 was a stunning -- thrilling -- event.
At this ceremony last year, we told the world that we would keep
faith with those who were oppressed. And we did. Then, taking
their lives into their own hands, the very people who were in our
hearts crafted an unforgettable year of triumph. The triumph of
brave hearts over cruel stone. The triumph of people declaring
they would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in'Eastefn Europe, Barbara and I

sensed excitement in the air. In meetings with leaders of Poland

and Hungary, I urged change -- as have American Presidents for

L.

two generations. Like most Americans, w{iﬁ%%)ﬁgg;g;g»in joy as
A .

the Austrian-Hungarian border‘ggéiccme down. And we were deeply

moved as this historic vision swept across a continent that will

some day be a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained
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united and strong in our mission for peace and freedom. That

strength has at long last borne fruit. What an amazing year this

has been. A year of technicolor glory in lands

defined by black watchtowers and walls, and the drab emptiness of

lost dreams.

—speera%=wa¥71\W1th us today are chlldren from Hungary, Poland,

Czechoslovakia and other countries which were a part of the Revo-

lution of '89. Their eager eyes and bright smiles tell us: "We ]

believe in ourselves and in our homelands. We -ean-how dare to

dream for the rainbows just beyond our bright new horizons."\\

R

e g

And so, to honor that shining faith in the future,_oﬁ/behalf

of the peoples of the'free world, I dedicate this day to_the-new
Children of Freedom. \\\ " Ajrjzf7
(2;&472¢%241 Uﬁab —
These little-emes are the future generation of thf,ﬁiﬁi1~¢~”§2“

freed 1ands¥that were, only a year ago, stilizééééi%g;}egimented

fnlgray captivify. We celebrate that they are now free to paint the
futures of their countries in the broad, colorful strokes of
childhooa's limitless imagination.

In America, if a child is afraid of the dark, he can be
comforted by a simple nightlight. But the Children of Captivity
lived in fear day and night. Now a bold and brilliant light has
been turned on, to chase away the nightmares of the unknown. \\

For some children, this light of freedom means actual
deliverance from death. Those like tiny Joshua Léine. For seven

months, this abandoned Romanian baby, like 40,000 others, had
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lain in one of Ceausescu's unthinkable warehouse orphanages.
~Sunk in a hole in his mattress, his physical world was' as limited
and hopeless as his future. When change and reform came to
Romania, an American couple was allowed to adopt him. Now Joshua
has love ... freedom ... a future.

For other children, this new freedom means a whole new world
. . 7 goh
in their own backyard. On that unforgettable morning when_the—"

Q-/'ézm ecf an 1“6{7
East German borders fell, parent p~their children and M)%£9_

brought them to fﬁg’g;;;;;nburg Gate the final symbol of tyranny
#n Berlin. Stif:\fﬁ‘their-niq tclothes, these children -en~thedizx-
féps%—éay—ef-new-fﬁeed@m7 were passed up from friendly hand to
friendly hand to have the thrill of sitting on top of the wall %&ML&QWN
-- looking across at the endless horizons of their new worldA \\\

But while we celebrate for the children who are now free, we

——
g-must also

I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the

remember the children who are not. \\

rest of the world, where unfinished( revolutions ntinue one
individual story at a time. In the Ameriec: boy with

nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape from>the

politics of repression. 1In Asia, where iron tanks were met by ‘-/

the iron will of a lone man. In Africa, where a proud leader UV‘ A 20
—= %7&”74 fAJU""Lh

ended 10,000 days of prison and took the final steps on his walkﬁwd ANC
— = TRy \ 1

- ' St U

{ri

to freedom.\\ _ %Z;uJ/ 7
e ‘

Alongside the success stories of nations, we also hear quiet
stories of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the
vision of liberty. Those who have risked everything in countries

not yet free. The countries we must still remember today. The
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desperate people we must never forget.\\

Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he
almost died escaping from fhe shattered life of a country where
he had seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his brothers!
spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ... for
freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedom.
He starved in delirium ... for freedon. After he was finally

' cSVa?Z
rescued and told he could enter the U.S. ept all night long.
When did something touch our lives so completely that we

cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America "freedom

country." How many of us have stopped to think of our homeland

. wautos
in those gp%;‘\}'h tel o s vt {0 momaw
—rou—knew, Aon my desk in the Oval Office ¥—-have two mementos,
~ fiu,JvaL
: i times. One is akinyAmerican flag, given to me

wi
in an Army hospital by a soldier wounded,fighting to free our

friends in Panama. It represents America's commitment to freedog}

and to proud people, wherever they may be, who seek that freedom.
The other souvenir is a piece of the Bérlin Wall -- one of

the very first chiseled from that horrlfying affront to humanity.

I keep 1t<§£§i§§2}as a reminder of the miracle which courage,

strength and unity can achieve. \\

Sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today are children from
these nations of miracles -- our children of Freedom. \\

But there are also some empty chairs out there. They, too,
are reminders. Reminderslof countries where children are even
now growing up with only bleak tyranny in their futures.

Let us all work together so that next Year those empty



chairs will be filled with
Cfrees \\\ *

I'm a traditionalist. But this ceremony is one tradition
I'd like to break. Let us pray together that when we gather
again, the light of liberty will shine.acroés our entire planet.
And that the next céptive Nations Day will be the last. W\ |

God bless you, and all the children of our world.
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Welcome to eQery one of you able to be here for this extra-
ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 years, pre51dents from
Elsenhower to Reagan have commemorated Captive Nations Day. It
has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A ceremony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everyone still in bondage that they were not forgotten.
These previous Captive Nations Days have not been moments of joy,
but of serious rededication -- and of sadness that so many in our
world lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\ |

The Revolution of '89 was a stunning -- thrilling -- event.
At this ceremony last year, we told the world that we would keep
faith with those who were oppressed. And we did. Then, taking
their lives into their own hands, the very people who were in our
hearts crafted an unforgettable year of triumph. The triumph of
brave hearts over cruel stone. The triumph of people declaring
they would control their own destinies. \\

) Last summer, while we were-in Eastern Europe, Barbara and I
sensed excitement in the air. In meetings with leaders of Poland
and Hungary, I urged change -- as have American Presidents for
two generations. Like most Americans, we had watched in joy as
the Austrian-Hungarian border had come down. And we were deepl&
moved és this historic vision swept across a continent that wili

some day be a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained
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united and strong in ouf mission for peace and freedom. That
strength has at long last borne fruit. What an amazing year this
has been. A year of technicolor glory in lands that had been
defined by black watchtowers.and walls, and the drab emptiness of
lost dreams.

But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the
joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very
special way. With us today are children from Hungary, Poland,
Czechoslovakia and other countries which were a part of thé Revo-
lution of '89. Their eager eyes_and bright smiles tell us: "We
believe in éurselves and in our homelands. We can now dare to
dream for the rainbows just beyond our bright new horizons."\\

And so, to honor that shining faith in the future, on behalf
of the peoples of the free world, I dedicate this day to the new
Children of Freedom. \\\

These little ones are the future generation of the newly
freed lands that were,'only a year ago, still held in regimented
gray captivity. We celebrate that they are now free to paint the
futures of their countries in the broad, colorful strokes of
childhood's limitless imagination.

In America, if a child is afraid of the dark, he can be
comforted by a simple nightlight. But the Children of Captivity
lived in fear day and night. Now a bold and brilliant light has
been turned on, to chase away the nightmares of the unknown. \\

For some children, this light of freedom means actual
deliverance from death. Those like tiny Joshua Laine. For seven

months, this abandoned Romanian baby, like 40,000 others, had
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.lain in one of Ceausescu's unthinkable warehouse orphanages.
Sunk in a hole in his mattress, his physical world was as limited
and hopeless as his future. When change and reform came to
Romania, an American couple was allowed to adopt him. Now Joshua
has love ... freedom ... a future.

For other children, this new freedom means a whole new world
in their own backyard. On that unforgettable morning when the
East German borders fell, parents scooped up their children and
brought them to the Brandenburg Gate, the final symbol of tyranny
in Berlin. Still in their nightdlothes, these children on their
first day of new freedom, were passed up from friendly hand to
friendly hand fo have the thrill of sitting on top of the wall
-; looking across at the endless horizons of their new world. \\\

But while we celebrate for the children who are now free, we
must also still remember the children who are not. \\

I continue to be moved by what I see and hear thfoughout the
rest of the world, where unfinished revolutions continue one
individual story at a time. In the Americas, where a boy with
nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape from the
politics of repression. 1In Asia, where iron tanks were met by
the iron will of a lone man. In Africa, where a proud leader
ended 10,000 days of prison and took the final steps on his walk
to freedom.\\
| Alongside the success stories of nations, we also hear quiet
stories of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the
vision of liberty. Those who have risked everything in countries

not yet free. The countries we must still remember today. The
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desperate people we must never forget.\)\

Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenaéer, he
almost died escaping from the shattered life of a country where
he had seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his brothers'
spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ... for
freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedom.
He starved in delirium ... for freedom. After he was finally
rescued and told he could enter the U.S., he wept all night long.

When did something touch our lives so completely that we
cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America “"freedom
couﬁtry." How many of us have stopped to think of our homeland
in those terms? W\

You know, on my desk in the Oval Office I have two mementos
with me at all times. One is a tiny American flag, given to me
in an Army hospital by a soldier wounded fighting to free our |
friends in Panama. It represents America's commitment to freedom
and to proud people, wherever they may be, who seek that freedon.
| The'other souvenir is a piece of the Berlin Wall -- one of
the very first chiseled from that horrifying affront to humanity.
I keep it always, as a reminder of the miracle which courage,
strength and unity can achieve. \\ |

Sitting in.this peaceful Rose Garden today are children from
these nations of miracles -- our children of Freedoﬁ. \\

But there are also some empty chairs out there. They, too,
are reminders. Reminders of countries where children are even
. NoW growing up with only bleak tyranny in their futures.

Let us all work together so that next Year those empty
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chairs will be filled with children whose countries are finally
free. \\\
I'm a traditionalist. But this ceremony is one tradition
I'd like to break. Let us pray together that when we gather
again, the light of liberty will shine across our entire planet.
And that the next Captive Nations Day will be the last. W\

God bless you, and all the children of our world.
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Welcome to every one of you able to be hére for this extra-
ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 years, pre51dents from
Elsenhower to Réagan have commemorated Captive Natlons Day. It
has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A ceremony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everyone still in bondage that they were not forgotten.
These previous Captive Nations Days have not been moments of joy,
but of serious rededication ~- and of sadness that so many in our
world lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\ |

The Revolution of '89 was a stunning -- thrilling -- event.
At this ceremony last year, we told the world that we would keep
faith with those who were oppressed. And we did. Then, taking
their lives into their own hands, the very people who were in our
hearts crafted an unforgettable year of triumph. The triumph of
brave hearts over cruel stone. The triumph of people declaring
they would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in Eastern Europe, Barbara and I
sensed excitemeﬁt in the air. 1In meetings with leaders of Poland
and Hungary, I urged change -- as have American Presidents for
two generations. Like most Americans, we had watched in joy as
the Austrian;Hungarian border had come down. And we were deeply
moved as this historic vision swept across a continent that will
‘some day be a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained

4
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united and strong in our mission for peace and freedom. That
strength has at long last borne fruit. Wwhat an amazing year this
has been. A year of technicolor glory .in lands that had been
defined by black watchtowers and walls, and the drab emptiness of
lost dreams.

But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the
Joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very
special way. With us today are children from Hungary, Poland,
Czechoslovakia and other countries which were a part of the Revo-
lution of '89. Their eager eyes and bright smiles tell us: "We
believe in ourselves and in our homelands. We can now dare to -
dream for the rainbows just beyond our bright new horizons."\\

And so, to honor that shining faith in the future, on behaif
of the peoples of the free world,‘I dedicate this day to the new
Children of Freedom. \\\ '

These little ones are the future generation of the newly
freed lands that were, only a yYear ago, still held in regimented
gray captivity. We celebrate that they are now free to paint the
futures of their countries in the broad, colorful strokes of
childhood's limitless imagination.

In America, if a child is afraid of the dark, he can be
comforted by a simple nightlight. But the Children of captivity
lived in fear day and night. Now a'bold and brilliant light has
been turned on, to chase away the nightmares of the unknown.\\

.For some children, this light of freedom means actual
deliverance from death. Those like tiny Joshua Laine. For seven

months, this abandoned Romanian baby, like 40,000 others, had
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lain in one of Ceausescu's unthinkable warehouse orphanages.

Sunk in a hole in his mattress, his physical world was as limited
and hopeless as his future. When change and reform came to
Romania, an American couple was allowed to adopt him. Now Joshua
has love ... freedom ...'a future.

For other children, this new freedom means a whole new world
in their own backyard. oOn that unforgettable morning when the
East German borders fell, parents scooped up their children and
brought them to the Brandenburg Gate, the final symbol of tyranny
in Berlin. sStill in their nightclothes, these children on their
first day of new freedom, were passed up from friendly hand to
friendly hand to have the thrill of sitting on top of the wall
== looking across at the endless horizons of their new world. \\\

But while we celebrate for the children who are now free, we
must also still remember the children who are not. \\

I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the
rest of the world, where unfinished revolutions continue one
individual story at a time. In the Americas, where a boy with
nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape from the
politics of repression. In Asia, where iron tanks were met by
the iron will of a lone man. In Africa, where a pfoud leader
ended 10,000 days of prison and took the final steps on his walk
to freedom.\\

| Aiongside the success stories of nations, we also heér quiet
storieé of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the
vision of liberty. Those who have risked everything in countries

not yet free. The countries we must still remember today. The
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desperate people we must never fofget.\\

Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he
almost died escaping from the shattered life of a country where
he had seen his hother killed, his father jailed, his brothers'
spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ... for
freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedom.
He starved in delirium ... for freedom. After he was finally
rescued and told he could enter the U.S5., he wept all night long.

When did something touch our lives so completely thatlwe
cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America “freedom
country." How many 6f us have stopped to think of our homeland
in those terms? \\\

You know, on my desk in the Oval Office I have two mementos
with me at all times. One is a tiny American flag, given to me
in an Army hospital by a soldier wounded fighting to free our
friends in Panama. Tt represents America's commitment to freedom
and to proud people, wherever they may be, who seek that freedon.

The other souvenir is a piece of the Berlin Wall -- one of
the very first chiseled from that horrifying affront to humanity.
I keep it always, as a reminder of the miracle which courage,
strength and unity can achieve. \\ |

Sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today are children from
these nations of miracles -- our children of Freedom. \\

But there are also some empty chairs out there. They, too,
are reminders. Reminders of countries where children are even
now. growing up with only bleak tyranny in their futures.

Let us all work together so that next Year those empty
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chairs will be filled with children whose countries are finally
free. \\\ |
I'm a traditionalist. But this ceremony is one tradition
I'd like to break. Let us pray together that when we gather
again, the light of liberty will shine across our entire planet.
And that the next Captive Nations Day will be the last. \\\

God bless you, and all the children of our world.
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Welcome éo every one of you able to be here for this éxtra-
ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 years, presidents from
Eisenho&er to Reagan have commemorated Captive Nations Day. 1t
has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. a ceremony to honor Courage. A ceremony.
to tell everyone still in bondage that they were not forgotten.
These previous Captive Nations Days have not been moments of jey,
but of serious rededicatiop -- and of sadness that so many in our
vorld lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\ |

The Revolution of '89 was a stunning -- thrilling -- event.
At this ceremony last year, we told the world that we would keep
faith with those who were oppressed. And we digd. Then, taking
their lives into their own hands, the very People who were in our
hearts crafted an unforgettable Year of triumph. The triumph of
brave hearts over cruel stone. The triumph of People declaring
they would control their own destinies, \\

Last summer, while we were.in Eastern Europe, Barbara and T
sensed excitement in the air. In meetings with leaders of Poland

and Hungary, I urged change -- as have American Presidents for
two generations. Like most Americans, we had watched in joy as
the Austrian-Hungérian border had come down. And we were deeply
moved as this historic vision swept across a continent that will

some day be a Europe whole and free.

For four 1long decades, America and her allies have remained
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united and strong in our mission for peace and freedom. That
strength has at long last borne fruit. What an amazing year this
has been. A year of technicolor glory in lands that had been
defined by black watchtowers and walls, and the drab emptiness of
lost dreams.

But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the
joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very
special way. With us today are children from Hungary, Poland,
czechoslovakia and other countries which were a part of the Revo-
jution of '89. Their eager eyes and bright smiles tell us: "We
pelieve in ourselves and in our homelands. We can now dare to
dream for the rainbows just beyond our bright new horizons."\\

And so, to honor that shining faith in the future, on behalf
of the peoples of the free world, I dedicate this day to the new
children of FPreedom. \\\

These little ones are the future generation of the newly.
freed lands that were, only a year ago, sti;l held in regimented
gray captivity. We celebrate that they are now free to paint the
futures of their countries in the broad, colorful strokes of
childhood's limitless imagination.

In America, if a child is afraid of the dark, he can be
comforted by a simple nightlight. But the Children of Captivity
1ived in fear day and night. Now a bold and brilliant light has
been turned on, to chase away the nightmares of the unknown.\\

For some children, this light of freedom means actual

.deliverance from death. Those like tiny Joshua Laine. For sevén

months, this abandoned Romanian baby, like 40,000 others, had
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lain in one of Ceausescu's unthinkable warehouse orphanages.
Sunk in a hole in his mattress, his physical world was as limited
and hopeless as his future. When change and reform came to
Romania, an American couple was allowed' to adopt him. Now Joshua
has love ... freedom ... a future.

For other children, this new freedom means a whole new world
in their own backyard. oOn that unforgettable morning when the
East German borders fell, parents scooped up their children and
brought thenm to'the Brandenburg Gate, the final symbol of tyranny
in Berlin. still in their nightclothes, these children on their
first day of new freedom, were passed up from friendly hand to
friendly hand to have the thrill of sitting on top of the wall
=~ looking across at the endless horizons of their new wor;d. \\\

But while we celebrate for the children who are now free, ve
nust also still remember the children who are not. \\

I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the
Test of the world, where unfinished revolutions continue ope
indiviaual story at a time. In the Americas, where a boy with
nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape from-the
politics of repression. 1In Asia, where iron tanks were met by
the iron will of a lone man. In Africa, where a proud leader
ended 10,000 days of prison and took the final steps on his walk
to freedom.\\

Alongside the success stories of'nations, we also hear quiet
stories of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the
vision of liberty. Those who have risked everything in countries

not yet free. The countries we must still remember today. The
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desperate people ve RuUst never forqat.\\'

Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he
almost died escaping from the shattered life of a country where
he had seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his brothers:
spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ... for
freedom. He Jumped into shark-infested waters +o+ for freedom.
He starved in delirium »+« for freedom. After he was finally
rescued and told he could enter the U.S., he wept all night long.

When did something touch our lives so completealy that we
cried for joy through the night? Quang calls america “freedon
country." gow many of us have stopped to think of our homeland
in those terms? W\

You know, on my desk in the oOval Office I have two mementos
with me at all times. One is a tiny American flag, given to me
in an Army hospital by a soldier wounded fighting to free our
friends in Panama. T+ represents America's commitment to freedom
and to proud people, wherever they may be, who seek that freedon.

The other souvenir is a piecé of the Berlin wal] -- one of
‘the very first chiseled from that horrifying a:front to humanity.
I keep it always, as a reninder of the miracle which couraga,
strength and unity can achiovo. W\

Sitting in this pPeaceful Rose Garden today are children from
these nations of miracles - our Children of Freedom. W\

But there are alsc some empty chairs out there, They, too,
are reminders. Reminders of countries where children are even
now growing up with only bleak tyranny in their futures.

Let us all work together so that next year those empty
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chairs will be filled with children vhose countries are finally

free. \\\

I'm a traditionalist. But this ceremony is one tradition

Let us pray together that whes=we-gwsier"— 7&;&
Qrﬂ' v’ et§a£a5b/ﬁo light of liberty will shine across our

/ And that M/c‘ip/uvo Nations Day will be

voCﬂJ God bless you,

I'd 1ixe to break.

entire planet.

the last. \\\
and all the children of our world.
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Welcome to every one of you able to be here for this extra-
ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 years, presidents from
Eisenhower to Reagan have commemorated Captive Nations Day. It
has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A ceremony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everyone still 1n-beﬂ;;giﬂthat they were not forgotten.
These previous Captive Nations Days have not been moments of joy,
but of serious rededication -- and of sadness that so many in our
world lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\ heoderie ig&uu\.

The Revolution of '89 was a stunning -- thrilling --

At this ceremony last year, we told the world that we would keep
faith with those who were oppressed. And we did. Then, taking
their lives into their own hands, the very people who were in our
hearts crafted an unforgettable year of triumph. The triumph of
brave hearts,-ever-cruel-stone. The triumph of people declaring

they would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in Eastern Europe, Barbara and I
“he people,
sensed excitement in the air. 1In meetings with teaders of Poland
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some-day-be- a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained
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united and strong in our mission for peace and freedom. That
strength has at long last born% fruit. What an amazing year this
lhas been. A year of technicolo} glory in lands that had been
defined by black watchtowers and walls, and the drab emptiness of
lost dreanms.
But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the

joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very
Some of “he young pesdle. whose
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Gzeehesloxakia_and—eﬁggr countries which were a part of the Revo-
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And so, to honor that shining faith in the future,-on-behalfr"

ot—%ho—peoptes*uf*thu*{;ggjwor%&7 I dedicate this day to—théggew—-

hau)t'j"o
fu bt genernafhong who wi il neoen
Children of Freedom.—\\'\ c»ggd Jo tu bm? L ofF -y ranwny.

These little ones are the future generation of the neyi§
freed lands\Ehat were, only a year ago, still held in»r/;imenéed
gray captivity.’ We celebrate that they are now. ffee to paint the
futures of their coun@rles in the broad coiorful strokes of
childhood's limitless 1mag1natlon. ;

In America, if a chlld\gs afréld of the dark, he can be
comforted by a simple n1ght119ht> But the Children of Captivity
lived in fear day and,night. Now\:\bnld and brilliant light has
been turned on, to chase away the nightma)qg of the unknown.\)\

For somg.chlldren, this light of freedom means actual
delivergpcé from death. Those like tiny Joshua Lalne For seven

méﬁfggf/thls abandoned Romanian baby, 1like 40,000 othéxg, had
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lain in one of €eausescu's unthinkable warehouse orphanages.—

Sunk in a hole in his mattress, his physical world was as limited
and hopeless as his future. When Change and reform came to
Romania, an American couple was allowed to adopt him. Now Joshua

has }gye”... freedom ... a future.

— S>me o%’4¢u;>n<»¢>gCALCﬁCL%IJT*/
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—~children, this new freedom means a whole new world

in their own backyard. On that unforgettable morning when the

HAere L
East German borders fell, parents éggoped up their children and

brought them to the Brandenburg Gate, the final symbol of tyranny
in Berlin. Still in their nightclothes, these children on their
firét day of new freedom, were passed up from friendly hand to
friendly hand to have the thrill of sitting on top of the wall
-- looking across at the endless horizons of their agzgﬁgﬁig. \\\
—”But while we celebrate for the children who are now free, we
must also siddT remember the children who are not. \\
I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the
rest og the world, where unfinished revolutions continue one
QK4S story at a time. In the Americas, where a boy with

nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape from the

politics of repression. In Asia, where iron tanks were met by

the iron will of a lone man. In Africa, where a proud leader
endedﬁlo*QQQ_dmwiJnL{aqﬁnnr1nﬂrTEEmffﬁE"ftﬁEI“EtEpS‘Un‘his-wa&ks
tofreedom: \

Alongside the success stories of nations, we also heagﬂquiet
stories of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the
vision of liberty. Those who have risked everything in countries

not yet free. The countries we must still remember today. The
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desperate people we must never forget.\\

Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he
almost died escaping from the shattered life of a country where
he had seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his brothers'
spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ... for
freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedom.
He starved in delirium ... for freedom. After he was finally
rescued and told he could enter the U.S., he wept all night long.

When did something touch our lives so completely that we

cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America “"freedom

country." How many of us have stopped to think of our homeland

in those terms? \\\

jppflﬂi
You know, on my desk in the Oval Office I have twg1mementos
with me at all times. One is a t&nJ(Amerlcan flag, given to me

whil €
in an Army hospital by a soldier woundednflghting to free our

friends in Panama. It represents America's commitment to freedom

and to proud people, wherever they may be, who seek that freedom.
The other souvenir is a piece of the Berlin Wall -- one of

the very first chiseled from that horrifying affront to humanity.

I keep it -wdwaps, as a reminder of the miracle which courage,

strength and unity can achieve. \\ %

Sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today are g::zzzz:iﬁff:

these natlons\of miracles -- our khlkgren‘Br“Freedom \\
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new growing up wlth only bleakvtyranny in their futures<

Let us all work together so that next Year those-empty
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free. \\\

~I'm-a traditionalist. But this ceremony is one tradition
I'd—Iike to break:— Let us pray together that when we gather
tgttgz the light of liberty will shine across our entire planet.
And that the next Captive Nations Day will be the last. \\\

God bless you, and-all the children of our world.
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Welcone ro every one of you able to be here for this extra-
ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 years, pre51dents from
Elsenhower to Reagan have commemorated Captive Nations Day. It
has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A ceremony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everyone still in bondage that they were not forgotten.
These previous Captive Nations Days bave not been moments of joy,
but of serious rededlcatlon == and of sadness that so many in our

world ‘lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\

The Revolution of '89 was,drEtunning - thrillingf;——evega.

At this ceremony last Year, we told the world that we would keep
faith with those who were oppressed. And we did. Then, taking
their lives into their own hands, the very people who were in our

hearts crafted an unforgettable year of triumph. The triumph of

brave heartsgfwnr1muei—stoqél The triumph of people declarlng

they would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in Eastern Europe, Barbara and I
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sensed excitement in the air. In meetings w1th<&eade£§uof Poland
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a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained




trength has at long last borne fruit. What an amazing year this

has been. A year of technicolor glory in lands that had been

defined by black watchtowers and walls, and the drab emptiness of

lost dreams.

" But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the’

joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very
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For ether children, this new freedom means a whole new world

in their own backyard. On that unforgettable morning when the
East German borders fell, parents scooped up their children and
brought them to the Brandenburg Gate, the final symbol of tyranny
in Berlin. still in their nightclothes, these children on their
first day of new freedom, were passed up from friendly hand to
friendly hand to ﬁévg the thrill of sitting on top of the wall
-- looking across at thé endless ﬁorizbns-of their new world. (\\
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But while we celebrate for ‘he—children- vho are now free, we
se )
nust also still remember +the-children who are not. \\ - -
I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the CT

rest of the world, where unfinished revolutions continue one

individual story at a time. In the Americas, where a boy with

nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape from the
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Alongside the success stories of nations, we also hear quiet
storles of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the

vision of liberty. Those who have risked everything in countries

not yet free. The countries we must still remember today. The




n;perate people we must never forget.\\
. poys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he
almost died escaping from the shattered life of a country where
he had seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his brothers'
spirits broken. Quang fled the ooly life he had known ... for
-freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedon.
he starved in delirium ...>for freedom. After he was finally
resoued and told he could enter the UVS., he wept all night long.
wWhen dia somethlng touch our lives so completely that ve
cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America “freedom
country." How many of us have stopped to thlnk of our homeland
in those terms? \\\ |

- .
yYyou know, on .my desk in the Oval Office I have &we mementg#

with me at all times. ﬁ;urﬂ:rart:n1~imer:can—rtaq“given-to~m
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The.gthee—soavenif is a plece of the Berlin wall -- one of
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the very first chlseled from that horrlfylng affront to humanity. .

I keep 1t llways, ‘as a remznder of the nlraolo which courage,
'strength and unlty can achleve. \\ '

sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today are children from
these nations of mlracles == our cChildren of Freedom. \\

But there are also some empty chairs out there. They, too,
are reminders. Reminders of countries where children are even

now growing up with only bleak tyranny in thelr futures.

Laet us all- vork together so that next Year those empty.

h




'/irs vill be filled with children Vhose countries are finally
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~F'd-tike-to-break,] Let us pray together that when we gather

again, the light of liberty will shine across our entire planet.

And that the next Captive Nations Day will be the last. \\\'

God bless you, andLé;%—%he-chi&d;en-e@—ear—wefiég
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The NSC Staff concurs, with the changes jndicated.

Brent Scowcroft
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Welcome to every one of you able to be here for this extra-
ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 Years, presidents from
Eisenhower to Reagan have commemorated Captive Nations Day. It
has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A ceremony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everyone still in bondage that they were not forgotten.
These previous Captive Nations Days have not been moments of joy,

but of serious rededication -- and of sadness that so many in our

world lived in the throes of tyranny. \\\

The Revolution of '89 was,d’étunning - thrillingf;——evega.

At this ceremony last year, we told the world that we would keep
faith with those who were oppressed. And we did. Then, taking
their lives into their own hands, the very people who were in our

hearts crafted an unforgettable Year of triumph. The triumph of

brave heartsﬁfnnr1zme&—stoqél The triumph of people declaring

they would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in Eastern Europe, Barbara and I

+e peopl/c
sensed excitement in the air. 1In meetings with deaders] of Poland

pledg e Amzr,c_fgs s‘fron-a Swpport Heir
and Hungary, I usgeéichange—-—as—have—tmertc:gLPrestzE;ts—for
historre struggle, , o
iuo—generettZBs. Like most Americans, we had watched in joy as
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theAAustrian-Hungarian border had come down. And we were deeply |
se €S
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moved as i i i s swept across a contlnent,thaé—;zfi
veaek He visjon Of
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a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained
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united and strong in our mission for peace and freedom. That
strength has at long last borne fruit. What an amazing year this

has been. A year of technicolor glory in lands that had been

defined by black watchtowers and walls, and the g:éemptiness of

lost dreanms.

But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the

joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very

Som< of e Young pesplc whose
special way. With us today are eh*kéEen—&em—Z;maz'm

€zechestovakia—-and other  countries whieh. were a part of the Revo-

presence Jelds wg
lution of '89. Their i
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believe in -eurselves and in eur homelands. We—ean-now-dare—to
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And so, to honor that shining faith in the future, on behalf

of the peoples of the free world, I dedicate this day to the new
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For i , this mew freedom means a whole new world

in their own backyard. On that unforgettable morning when the
East German borders fell, parents scooped up their children and
brought them to the Brandenburg Gate, the final symbol of tyranny
in Berlin. Still in their nightclothes, these children on their
first day of new freedom, were passed up from friendly hand to
friendly hand to have the thrill of sitting on top of the wall
-- looking across at the endless horizons of their new world. ‘\\

[N SEAT — v
But while we celebrate for ‘the—-children who are now free, we

(X 4
must also still remember the-—childrem who are not. \\
I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the
rest of the world, where unfinished revolutions continue one

individual story at a time. In the Americas, where a boy with
nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape from the
politics of repression. £E;—AsiaT_wheEe—ireﬁJUnﬂnrwnnwrmEt—Ey
ron-wi . (Sonrt
_ . ) Afei ca
ended_10,nD0—éays—ef—prIson—and't63k—the‘ftnat-steps—en~hts-wa&k ol &
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Alongside the success stories of nations, we also hear quiet

man. n

stories of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the
vision of liberty. Those who have risked everything in countries

not yet free. The countries we must still remember today. The
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desperate people we must never forget.\\

Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he
almost died escaping from the shattered life of a country where
he had seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his brothers'
spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ves fOr
freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedom.
He starved in delirium ... for freedom. After he was finally
rescued and told he could enter the U.S., he wept all night long.

When did something touch our lives 80 completely that we

cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America “freedom

country." How many of us have stopped to think of our homeland

in those terms? W\

G .
You know, on my desk in the Oval Office I have +we memento;’

@th n@ at all times. @ﬁm‘b‘iﬂ?—)ﬂmmm_me (fana s
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the very first chiseled from that horrifying affront to humanity.
I keep it always, as a reminder of the miracle which courage,

strength and unity can achieve. \\

Several seneredisng
Sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today are ehildren from

ineldine Ho news gomarefon
these nations of miracles -- M&-ﬁeﬂ of freedom. \\

Cou«h’nz(‘wkug f@c Mo ching afe sHf wee -.
But there are also seme—emptyhehaiﬁs—eaifg;;ren “Fhey,—too,
eae—reméﬁé€¥§$==Reméaders—eé-countries where children are even

now growing up with only bleak tyranny in their futures.

Let us all work together so that next year these—‘empty
? Y Cthe dream of freedlom
Lydee ds fo ael thore
Countries there it s
hows deded



-i*d*iikemte~break:) Let us pray together that when we gather

again, the light of liberty will shine across our entire planet.

And that the next Captive Nations Day will be the last. W\

God bless you, and ‘;&—the~child;en—eﬁ—ear—wo¥%qp
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SUBJECT:

captive nations insert

INSERT (PAGE 3)

Now, a new generation is coming of age -- in freedom. In the
audience today are a group of young interns from Poland, Hungary,
and Czechoslovakia. Supported by funding from private American
organizations} they are spending the summer working and learning
in the United States. One is working with the Speaker of North
Carolina’s House of Délegates, another with a television station
in Washington, a third with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. They
are here learning how a free society works, and they will return
to contribute to the building ¢f & free Poland, a free Hungary, a

free Czechoslovakia.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON 1950 JUL 2L PM & 44
JULY 24, 1990

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH ; CHRISS WINSTON‘UD
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFE b
SUBJECT: REMARKS CELEBRATING CAPTIVE NATIONS WEEK

I. SUMMARY

On Wednesday, July 25, 1990, at 1:30 PM, you will address
approximately 200 guests in the Rose Garden. Among those attending
will be the Vice President, Secretary Derwinski, Deputy Secretary
Eagleburger, approximately twenty Congressmen and Senators, and
various dignitaries from "captive nation" countries.

ITI. DISCUSSION

The attached remarks (8 minutes, cards) focus on the changing
complexion of the 32 Year old captive nations week: from a
traditionally sad event into one of celebration. While
highlighting the recent liberation of several Eastern European
nations, the remarks also emphasize the need to remember those
people in the world who are still without freedom.



(Hlnchllffe/Garmey)
July 23, 1990 8:00 p.m.
NATIONS
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Rose Garden
July 25, 1990

Welcome to every one of you able to be here for this extra-
ordinary event. \\ For the last 32 years, presidents from
Eisenhower to Reagan have Commemorated Captive Nations Week. Tt
~has been a ceremony to bear witness to the struggling and
suffering of millions. A Cceremony to honor courage. A ceremony
to tell everyone still .in captivity that they were not forgotten.
These previous Captive Nations Week have not been moments of joy,
but of serious rededication -- ana of sadness that so many in our
world lived in the throes of tyrgnny. \\\

The Revolution of '89 was a stunning -- thrilling --
historic time. At this ceremony last year, we told the world
that we would keep faith with thosé who were oppressed. aAnd we
did. Then; taking their lives into their own hands, the very
people who were in our hearts crafted an unforgettable Year of
triumph. The triumph of brave hearts. The triumph of people
declaring they would control their own destinies. \\

Last summer, while we were in Eastern Europe, Barbara and I
sensed excitement in the air{ In meetings with the people of
Poland and Hungary, I Pledged America's strong suﬁport for their
historic struggle. Like most Americans, we had watched in Joy as
the barbed wire on the Austrian-Hungarian border came down. And
we were deeply moved as these changes swept across a continent
bfinging within reach the vision of a Europe whole and free.

For four long decades, America and her allies have remained
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united and strong in our mission for peace and freedom. That
strength has at long last borne fruit. What an amazing year this
has been. A year of technicolor glory in lénds that had been
defined by bléck watchtowers and walls, and the drab emptiness of
lost dreams.

But we are gathered here today not just to celebrate the
joyous change of this past year, but to celebrate it in a very
special way. With us today are some of the yYoung people whose
countries were a part of the Revolution of '89. Each is proud of
their country and it's easy to understand why they believe in
themselves and in their homelands. For the bold and brilliant
light of freedom now illuminates their world.\\

And so, to honor that shining faith in the future, I
dedicate this day to these new generation of freedom and to
future generations who will never have to bear the burden of
tyranny. \\\

For some of this new generation, this freedom means a whole
new world in their own backyard. oOn that unforgettable morning
when the East German borders fell, parents gathéred up their
children and brought them to the Brandenburg Gate, the final
Symbol of tyranny in Berlin. Still in their pajamas, these
children on their first day of new freedom, were passed up from
_friendly hand to friendly hand to have the thrill of sitting on
top of the wall -- looklng across at the endless horizons of
their dreams. \\\

Now, a new generation is coming of age -- in freedom. In

the audience today are a group of young interns from Poland,
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Hungary, and Czechoslovakia. Supported by funding from private
American organizations, they are spending the summer working and
learning in the United States. One is working with the Speaker
of North Carolina's House of Delegates, another with a television
station in Washington, a third with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
They are here learning how a free society works, and they will
return to bui;d a free Poland, a free Hungary, a free
Czechoslovakia.

But while we celebrate for those vho are now free, we must
also remember those who are not. \\

I continue to be moved by what I see and hear throughout the
rest of the world, where unfinished revolutions continue one
heroic story at a time. In the Americas, where a boy with .
nothing but a board and a sail windsurfed to escape the politics
of repression. 1In Asia, where iron tanks were met by the iron
will of a lone man. \\\ . .

Today, I also want to remember especially the people of
Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia and renew our support for their
long quest for national self-determination. The road ahead will
be difficult, but we can now join them in looking with hope that
their long-cherished dreams will become reality. \\\

Alongside the success stories of nations, we also héar quiet
~ stories of individuals who, even in darkness, could see the
vision of liberty. Those who have risked -everything in countrieé
not fét free. The countries we must still remember today. The
desperatg people we must never forget.\\

Boys like Quang Trinh. A young Vietnamese teenager, he
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almost died escaping from the shattered life of a countfy where
he had seen his mother killed; his father jailed, his brothers!
spirits broken. Quang fled the only life he had known ... for
freedom. He jumped into shark-infested waters ... for freedon.
He starved in delirium ... for freedom. After he was finally
fescued and told he could enter the U.S., he wept all night long.

When did something touch our lives 80 completely that we
cried for joy through the night? Quang calls America "“freedom
country.”" How many of us have stopped to think of our ponoland
in those terms? \\\

You know, on my desk in the Oval Office I have two special
mementos with me at all times. oOne is é small American flag,
given to me in an Army hospital by a soldier wounded while
fighting to free our friends in Panama. It represents America's
commitment to freedom and to proud people, wherever they may be,
who seek that freedom.

The other souvenir is a piece of the Berlin Wall -- one of
the very first chiseled from that horrifying affront to humanity.
I keep it as a reminder of the niracle which courage, strength
and unity can achieve. \\ |

Sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today are several

generations from these nations of miracles -- including the new

- generation. But there are also countries still waiting to be

free. \\ 
Let us all work together so that next Year this dreanm 6f
freedom extends to all those countries where it is now denied.\\\

Let us pray together that the light of liberty will shine
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across our entire planet. And that the

will be the last. \\\

Thank you and God bless America.

* k % %k *

next Captive Nations Week
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