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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Anaheim, California)

For Immediate Release - July 19, 1990

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT GERALD FORD,
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN,
PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH
AND PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON
DURING DEDICATION OF NIXON LIBRARY

Yorba Linda, California

10:38 A.M. PDT

PRESIDENT FORD: Thank you very, very much, Governor
Deukmejian. Mr. President, Mr. President, Mr. President -- '
(Laughter) -- if I've overlooked a president -- (1augbtgr) -- will
you please stand up. (Laughter.) 1I'm, frankly, terrlf}ed that I
might botch up the protocol for first ladies, so I'll simply salute
with great respect and tremendous admiration Barbara, Pat, Nancy and
‘Betty. (Applause.)

i Betty and I are delighted to be here, among so many
long-time friends. Because our lives have been intertwined with the
remarkable career of a native son of California, who was born in that
house right over there and who is sitting right here. So, you see,
you can come home again. (Applause.)

During World War II, the 37th and the 38th presidents of
the United States were wearing Navy lieutenant uniforms somewhere in
the South Pacific. But our courses never did converge. My first
meeting with Dick Nixon came in January of 1949 at the start of the
8lst Congress. When I was sworn in as a freshman member, Congressman
Dick Nixon was a veteran second-termer, already renowned as the
nemesis of Alger Hiss. Quite frankly, you never really forget the
senior members who treat you kindly and give you a hand when you come
to the Congress.

: Betty and Pat became good friends while their husbands
oftentimes neglected them in the pursuit of things that we thought
important -- very wrongly.

In 1951, as you may remember, Dick, I invited Senator
Nixon, who had meanwhile moved to the other body, to come to our
annual Lincoln Day Dinner in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He came to the
old Rowe Hotel; have his typical stem-winding, rock-and-sock-em
campaign speech. The only problem -- both the lights and the
microphone went off at the climax of his speech. Dick passed it off
with a joke. But. despite the blackout, or despite the joke, I was
reelected to the last Republican House we have had in four decades.
My guest was elected Vice President, and we all thought the Republic
was safe forever.

I could go on reminiscing -- Betty says I usually do.
But permit me a closing thought about the future. My best remembered
prophesy was to say in 1976 that Poland was not and would never be
under the domination of the Soviet Union. (Laughter and applause.)
As you all know, I took quite a bit of heat. But I said it and I'm
glad. (Laughter and applause.) Because I personally felt the warmth
and longing for freedom of the Polish people in both Warsaw and
Krakow on my way to the Helsinki Conference on Cooperation and
Security in Europe.

. I also recall Vice President Nixon's tumultous welcome by
the Poles after challenging Nikita Khrushchev to a test of which
system -- ours or theirs -- better produced the life, a good life for



their citizens.

In Helsinki, I told the leaders of 33 European nations,
including the Soviet Union and its Eastern allies, that 1t'took 11
years for the noble ideals and the brave hopes of our American '
Declaration of Independence to be embodied as enforceable rlghts in
our Constitution; that peace was not a piece of paper, nor thg
results of promises made, but of promises kept. I warned Chalrman
Brezhnev and the other signers that "we had better say wba? we mean
"and mean what we say, or we will have the anger of our citizens to
answer." :

Now, 15 years later, the future of Europe's freedom seems
much, much brighter. The collapse of communist economies and
peaceful reform of their political regimes appears irreversible. The
prospects for peace are better than at any time since the end of
World War II.

In 1945, the four presidents here today took off their
military uniforms, as did many of you in this audience, resolved to
preserve the hard-won peace through strength and freedom. Dick Nixon
and I, as members of the Congress, strongly supported President
Truman's Marshall Plan, his timely aid to Greece and Turkey, his firm
action against communist aggression in Korea, and his proposal for
NATO. Vice President Nixon supported President Eisenhower's
leadership for peace through the North Atlantic Alliance, as I did in
_the House.

Later, Representative George Bush and I in the Congress,
Governor Reagan in California, and President Nixon in the White House
sought ways to bring an honorable end to the tragedy of Vietnam. We
all, in various responsibilities during the '70s and '80s, sought to
maintain and greatly strengthen America's leadership in the struggle
between freedom and repression. But the crucial point is this: and
so have all of you.

And so have the majority of Americans for the last 45
years. The American people have stood solidly for individual rights
and freedom for others. This is no time to rest on our oars. Rather
it is now the time to redouble our devotion to these enduring ideals.

. It does not diminish the roles many others in our country
have played in the expansion of democratic freedoms to say that you,
Dick Nixon, have the gratitude of men and women everywhere who
cherish peace with liberty. Because you loved your country and
because you had the courage to serve, this day is a celebration
richly deserved by you and by Pat. (Applause.)

It is now my great pleasure and a special honor to
introduce an outstanding former First Lady, Mrs. Nancy Reagan.
(Applause.) Ladies and gentlemen, it's a very high honor and a very
great privilege for me to introduce the 40th President of the United
States, the honorable Ronald Reagan. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT REAGAN: Thank you. Thank you very much,
President Ford. Mr. President, Mrs. Bush; President and Mrs. Ford;
our very distinguished honorees, the 37th President of the United
States and Mrs. Nixon, and ladies and gentlemen.

- Unaccustomed as I am to public speaking -- (laughter) --
I'1l borrow a line from Henry VIII, who said to each of his six
wives, “I won't keep you long." (Laughter.) But I .do want to say

how honored Nancy and I are to be part of this wonderful ceremony and
to share a few thoughts about a man who has been so important and
influential in history.

We're gathered here today to pay tribute to a man who has
been part of our lives for almost half a century, and to welcome to
California this presidential library which will tell the story of
this very special man and of his unique contribution to the cause of
world peace.
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Much has been written and said about Richard Nixon. Some
of it's even been true. (Laughter.) Journalists, historians,
political pundits and just plain folks will talk for decades about
his career and what it meant to our country and to tpe world. It
will come as no surprise to anyone here that there will always be a
good deal of debate about Richard Nixon.

Generally speaking, people in public life who take bold
steps, who make tough decisions, and who show great courage generate
controversy. Such is the fate of the man in the arena. Bgt about
two points, there can be no debate. First, R%chagd Nixon is a
patriot. He is a man who has dedicated his life in service to a
country he deeply loves. He believes in America aqd the American
people. Since he was a young man and throughout his adult life,
Richard Nixon has worked not for his own well-being, but for the
betterment of our society.

During the time I served as Governor of California, Nancy
. and I had the honor of representing President Nixon on several trips
abroad. We were always proud to be his emissary to other worlad
leaders and were always impressed by the deep respect they had for
President Nizxon.

And that brings me to the second point: Richard Nixon is
-a man who understands the world. He understands politics, power, and
the forces of history. Whether with Mao or Brezhnev, De Gaulle or
Gandhi, President Nixon was the first among equals. A man whose
foreign policy was universally acknowledged as brilliant.

Accomplishments of the Nixon foreign policy will go down
in history as truly great. I do not think it is an exaggeration to
say the world is a better place, a safer place because of Richard
Nixon. (Applause.)

We always knew that when President Nixon took his place
at the negotiating table the United States was represented by a man
whose knowledge was second to none. During my eight years in the
White House, I relied on his insight and wisdom, and I will always be
grateful for the benefit of his seasoned expertise. Even now, as a
former president, Richard Nixon continues to be a major player on the
world scene -- and that is as it should be.

: I cannot conclude my remarks here without telling you now
‘happy Nancy and I are ~- and I suspect I speak for all of us here
today -- to be with our very dear friend, Pat Nixon. (Applause.) A
loyal wife, a caring mother and grandmother, Pat Nixon was one of our
nation's most gracious first ladies. She was a superbly charming
hostess, whether in Washington or San Clemente. And she represented
our country splendidly when she traveled abroad. She is a true
unsung hero of the Nixon administration, and our country owes her a
great debt of gratitude. (Applause.)

Now, ladies and gentlemen, you've already done what I was
just going to ask you, and that was to join me now in a show of our
affection and appreciation for this very special lady. (Applause.)

And speaking of first ladies, it's a great delight to
share this stage today with our current First Lady, Barbara Bush, a
tireless crusader for literacy -~ (applause) -- a compassionate and
gentle lady whose warmth has touched us all. Barbara is making all
of 'us proud. (Applause.)

Besides that, she's married to a friend of mine —-
(laughter) -- who it is my high honor to introduce. Ladies and
gentlemen, the President of the United States. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT BUSH: Thank you all very, very much. What a
wonderful reunion. And I am very proud to have been introduced to
this gathering by Ronald Reagan. I know how I got here. (Laughter.)
President Reagan is my mentor and my esteemed friend. (Applause.)
And I will always be grateful to him.
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But to President and Mrs. Nixon, Barbara and.I are .
delighted to be with you on this memorable day. My special greetings
to all my predecessors —-- to President and Mrs. Reagan, to_Pre51dent
and Mrs. Ford -- to members of the Nixon family, who are right out
here; to Secretary Simon, who has done such a superb job on all of
this; to my current Secretary of Commerce Bob Mosbacher anq! of
course, to our old friend, your own Governor George Deukmejian.
(Applause.) To all these Cabinet officials out here -- foFmer -
Secretary Haig and Secretary Schultz, and I'm told that Cplef Justice
Warren Burger was there. All the senior members of the N%xon
administration. Of course, all of our friend, Reverend Billy Graham.
Aand Reverend Peale and Ambassador Moore, all the way from Ireland;
and Ambassador Annenberg, and Ambassador Zhu-gizhen of China,
welcome, sir. To Hugh Hewitt and vicky Carr, and ladies and
gentlemen.

Thank you, Mr. President, once again, for that
introduction. (Applause.)

I'm not sure, President Reagan, whether it's you or me
that attracted this noise over here, but I remember as Vice
President, you had your share of this kind of attention. (Laughter.)
But let me just say to all of you, our thanks for the privilege of
helping to dedicate this beautiful library of the 37th President of
the United States of America.

To Lincoln, the presidency helped play -- as he put it --
"America's mystic chords of memory." Shall we wait just one minute?
And to Teddy Roosevelt, the presidency meant the "bully pulpit" --
calling on America's boundless energy. And it was Dwight Eisenhower,
beloved Ike, who described its power "to proclaim anew our faith" and
. summon "lightness against the dark."

To occupy this office is to feel a kinship with these and
“other presidents, each of whom in his own way sought to do right and,
thus, to achieve good. Each summoned the best from the idea we call
America, and each wondered, I suspect, how he could be worthy of God
and man.

. This year, an estimated 1.5 million people will visit
presidential museums and libraries, exploring the lives of these
presidents, passed down, like oral history, from one generation to
another. And they will see how each president is like a finely-cut
prism with many facets ~- their achievements and their philosophy;
their family and their humanity.

For instance, not far from here, as we've heard, visitors
will soon see the library of my distinguished predecessor, the 40th
President of the United States, and lirs. Reagan. President Reagan,
we will not soon forget how you truly blessed America. (Applause.)

Look next to Michigan, where a museum and library honor
the 38th President of the United States Gerald Ford, and Mrs. Ford.
(Applause.) An entire nation is grateful for your decency, your
leadership and your love of country.

And tomorrow morning, the first visitors will enter our
newest presidential library, and they will note that only FDR ran as
.many times as Richard Nixon -- five -- for national office. Each
"winning four elections. And that more people voted for Richard Nixon
as President than any other man in history. (Applause.) They will
hear of Horatio Alger and Alger Hiss; of the book, Six Crises; and
the seventh crisis, Watergate; and they will think of Checkers --
-Millie's role model. (Laughter.) And, yes, Mr. President, they will

hear again your answer to my "vision thing" -- "Let me make this '
perfectly clear." (Laughter.) ‘

And many of these visitors will know of your times as
President, perhaps as tumultuous as any since Lincoln's, and of your
goal as President -- a world where peace would link the Community of
Nations. And yet, others, young visitors, will not remember the
years 1969 to '74. They'd not even been born when Richard Nixon

MATT
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became President. So to help them understand our 37th President,
here is what I would tell those who journey to Yorba Linda.

I would say first, look at perhaps the truest index of
any man -- his family. Think of his mother, a gentle Quaker; and hie
father who built their small frame house that we see less than 100
yards from here; and his daughters, Patricia and Julie. Any parent
would be proud of children with the loyalty and love of these two
women. (Applause.)

And think finally of a very gracious First Lady who ranke
among the most admired women of postwar America, the woman who we
know and love as Pat. (Applause.) As First Lady, we remember Pat
Nixon championed the Right To Read program; helped bring the Parks Tc
People program to the disadvantaged. She refurbished the White Houst
and opened it to more people than ever before. And she was widely --
she was our most widely-traveled First Lady, visiting five continent:
and 22 nations, overcoming the poverty and tragedy of her childhood
to become a mirror of America's heart and love. And when, in 1958,
foreign mobs stoned the Nixon's car, she was, an observer said,
"stronger than any man." And yet, it was also Pat who moved pianist
Duke Ellington at a White House dinner to improvise the melody -- "I
shall pick a name," he said, "gentle, graceful, like Patricia.”

Mrs. Nixon, the Secret Service called you "Starlight,"’
and your husband has said it best: "You fit that name to a T." So
once again, I won't ask you to stand up again -- you've already done
it. But let us show our appreciation for the grace and the beauty
that Pat Nixon brought to the White House. (Applause.)

And then next I would say to visitors here, look at
Richard Nixon the man. He had an intellectual's complexity. Knowing
how you feel about some intellectuals, Mr. President, I don't mean tc
offend you. But -- (laughter) -- he was an author -- eight books
each composed on those famous yellow pads, who like his favorite
author, Tolstoy, admired the dignity of manual labor. And he worked
in the most pragmatic of arenas and yet insisted that politics is
poetry, not prose. And he believed in love of country and in God, ir
loyalty to friends and protecting loved ones. And he was also a soft
touch when it came to the kids -- believe me, I can empathize with
that.

Let me repeat a story which President Nixon, himself,
enjoys -- I hope he enjoys it. One day greeting an airport crowd he
"heard a young girl shouting, "How is Smokey the Bear" -- and at that
time living in the Washington 2o0o. And the girl kept repeating the
question. And not understanding her words, the President turned to
an aide for translation -- "Smokey the Bear," the aide mumbled
pointing to the girl, “"Washington National Zoo." Triumphant, )
President Nixon walked over, extended his hand and said, "How do you
do, Miss Bear." (Laughter.)

I'd be the last to criticize verbal confusion, after all
I confess some say English is my only foreign language. (Laughter.)
President Nixon, the point is he was merely being kind, just as he
mailed those handwritten letters to defeated rivals like his friend
Hubert Humphrey or saw that when the POWs returned home in early '73
to a White House dinner, each wife received a corsage.

Just as Richard Nixon was extraordinarily controversial,
he could also be uncommonly sensitive to the feelings of other - ‘
people. This brings me to what I would next tell those who travel to
Yorba Linda. What President Nixon said of Dwight Eisenhower in a "69
eulogy was true, also of himself -- "He came from the heart of [
America, not geographically perhaps but culturally."” And Richard
Nixon was the quintessence of middle America and touched deep chords
of response in millions of our citizens. As President, upholding
what he termed the "silent majority" from Dallas to Davenport and
Syracuse to Siler City he loved America's good, quiet, decent people.
And he spoke for them. He felt deeply on their behalf.

Teddy White, Theodore White, would say, "Middle America

MORE
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has been without a great leader for generations and in Richard gixdn
it elevated a man of talent and ability." For millions of Americans
this President became something they had rarely known -- a volce
speaking loudly and eloquently for those values, their values and
their dreams.

And finally, and most importantly, I would say to .
visitors Richard Nixon helped changed the course, not only of Americe
but of the entire world. He believed in returning power to the )
people; so he created revenue sharing. And that young people should
be free to choose their future; so Richard Nixon ended the draft.
And he helped the United States reach new horizons in space and ‘
technology. He began a pioneering cancer initiative that gave hope
and life to millions. And he knew that the great outdoors is ’
precious but fragile and so he created the Environmental Protection
Agency, a historic step to help preserve and widely use our natural
resources. (Applause.) :

And all of this Richard Nixon did and yet future :
generations will remember him most, in my view, for dedicating his
life to the greatest cause offered any president -- the cause of
peace among nations. Who can forget how he endured much in his quest
for peace with honor in Vietnam. He knew that true peace means the
triumph of freedom, not merely the absence of war. And as President
he served this country's special mission to help those around the
world for whom America has always been a morning star of liberty.
Engaging in diplomatic summitry and helping change the post-war
bipolar globe.

Who can forget how in Moscow Richard Nixon signed the
first agreement to limit strategic nuclear arms, giving new hope to
the world for lasting peace. Or how he planted the first fragile
seeds of peace in the Middle East and Golda Meir, whose statue is
inside, credited him with saving Israel during the Yom Kippur War.
And even now, memories resound of President Nixon's trip to China --
the week that revolutionized the world. No American president had
ever stood on the soil of the People's Republic of China and as
President Nixon stepped from Air Force One and extended his hand to
Chou En Lai, his vision ended more than two decades of isolation.

"Being president," he often said, "is nothing compared
with what you can do as president."™ Mr. President, you worked with
every fiber of your being to help achieve a generation of peace. An
today as the movement toward democracy sweeps our globe, you can tak:
great personal pride that history will say of you here was a true
architect of peace. (Applause.)’

Yes, there have been literally millions of words written
about this President. But let me close with a passage from the
President himself that comes from his first inaugural address,
January 20, 1969, where the new President spoke of how the greatest
honor history can bestow is the title of peacemaker. And he began. b:
'noting that within the lifetime of most present, mankind would
celebrate a new year which occurs only once in a thousand years --
the start of a new millennium. And that America had the chance to
lead the world onto that high ground of peace that man has dreamed of
since the dawn of civilization.

And finally, Richard Nixon concluded, "if we succeed
generations to come will say of us that we helped make the world safe

for mankind. I believe the American people are ready to answer thi
call," he said. :

Mr. President, you helped America answer its summons to
greatness. Thank you for serving the cause of peace. God bless you
and your wonderful family. And now it is my honor, as President of
the United States, to introduce the 37th President of the United
States, Richard M. Nixon. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT NIXON: Thank you. Mr. President, may I
express my deep appreciation for that much-too-generous introduction.
Over the past 44 years since I've been in public life, I have been

MORE
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introduced to literally thousands of audiences all over the world.
This is the first time I've ever been introduced by the President of
the United States. (Applause.) I express my appreciation to my
other colleagues, former presidents, for their gracious commenFS -
not only about me, but particularly about my wife, Pat. This is a -
very special day for us.

I think that I speak for all of those in this great '
‘audience today in expressing appreciation not only to President Bush
and Barbara Bush, but also to President Ford and President Reagan apd
their ladies, that they are here today. This is a very special o
occasion because there are four presidents here. But what makes it
even more special is that for the first time in the inauguration of a
library, four first ladies are here. (Applause.). '

I think all of my colleagues would agree that there is no
more important a position for a career than a woman could have than- -
to be a first lady, the wife of the President of the United States.
Or as First Lady Barbara Bush might put it in the future, there could
be no more important career for a man than to be the husband of the
. President of the United States. (Applause.)

I want to express appreciation to all of you who have
made this facility possible and to all of you who have come on this
day to participate in this ceremony with us. 1It's been a great day
for us, and it's one that we will always remember.

Over the past years, Pat and I have had the opportunity
to visit some wonderful places. We've been to Versailles, we've been
to Westminster, to the Kremlin, to the Great Wall of china, to Angkor
Wat in Cambodia. I must say that many of them were memorable :
experiences -~ all of them were, in fact. But nothing we have ever
seen matches this moment -- to be welcomed home again so warmly on
this day by our friends in Calfornia. (Applause.)

I hope all of you will have an opportunity to take a tour
of the library and, I hope that you will, when you see there, you
will share some of the things that my colleagues, the former
presidents, and President Bush have referred to. What you will see,
. among other things, is a personal life -- the influence of a strong
family, of inspirational ministers, of great teachers. You will see
a political life -- running for Congress, running for the Senate,
running for governor, running for president three times. Won some,
lost some. All interesting. (Laughter and applause.) And you will
see, also, the life of a great nation -- 77 years of it. A period in
- which we had unprecedented progress for the United States. ‘And you
will see great leaders -- leaders who changed the world, who helped
to make the world what we have today.

Seeing those things will certainly be interesting. But
let me remind you that when you go through this library, I hope you.
will remember that while the past is interesting, it is important
only insofar as it points the way to a better future. Aand that is
why we are here today, to talk about that better future. (Applause.)

As I look back over life, I can think what has happened
in the years since I was born in this little house 71 years ago. I
have many memories -- some of them good, some of them not so good.
But I do know that as far as that life is concerned, I am glad that i
had the opportunity to come from here and go as far as I have.

Let me say that as far as the past is concerned, though,
remember: what is important is what it tells us about the future.

My friend, Paul McCracken, from the University of
Michigan, sent me a little poem that graphically makes that point.
He said, "The lightning bug is brilliant, but it doesn't have a mind.
It travels through creation with its headlight on behind." :
- (Laughter.) And so as far as we're concerned, let us learn from the
past, but let us always keep our headlight on the road ahead.

Looking back over the years, when I think of what ﬁas
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happened in those 77 years, I remember that, 70 years ago in phat
little house, I used to lie in bed, I'd hear a train whistle in the
middle of the night, and I would dream of places far away that I
hoped to visit someday. I never dreamed that I would'eyer have the
opportunity to visit over 80 countries during the period of my
lifetime. -

I must say that as far as those visits are concerned,
they taught me something. You will hear sometimes these days that
the United States is in decline, that we have seen our best days.
You will hear that the United States no longer has the means or the
will to play a great role in the world. Don't you believe it.
(Applause.) :

I can tell you what I have found in my travels. In my
travels to other countries, I have found some people who like us. I
have found some people who have envy us. I have found some people
who hate us. But most of the people in the world know in their
hearts that without the leadership of the United States of America,
peace and freedom would not survive in the world. (Applause.)

It is our privilege to provide that leadership. That is
why I would trust that all of you here and all of you listening on
television and on radio would give President Bush your wholehearted '
support as he works for that kind of leadership for the United States
of America. (Applause.) ‘

This is not a burden to be borne grimly, but it's a great
challenge. Look at what the challenge is. I was born a year before:
World War I began. And in my lifetime, more people were killed in
wars than in all the wars fought in the history of civilization.
before the 20th century began. Our challenge today is looking ahead
to deal with that problem. The 20th century will be remembered as a
century of war. Our challenge is to help make the 21lst century of
peace. (Applause.) Co

But peace is not our only goal. Our goal, also, is to
remember why we are here, what America really means to the world.
And so as we consider our challenges beyond peace, let history record
that we just did not save the world from communism, but that we
helped to make the world safe for freedom. That is the great
challenge for Americans today. (Applause.)

Let our goal be that all people in the world can enjoy
what most Americans enjoy -- the blessings of freedom, of justice, of
progress. That was a dream that was impossible in times past. But
because of recent developments, it is a dream that can now come true.

So with this challenge in mind, let us look also to where
we have been and where we are going. As I look back on those years,
77 in all, but I remember that in the period of that time that I have
seen many things happen in the world. And I know that as I stand
here, that we are very fortunate as Americans to have played a role
in what has happened.

In 1971, after a White House state dinner, a splendid
musical group from California entertained the audience. At the
conclusion of the program, the chairman, or I should say, the leader
of the group asked to say a few words. He expressed appreciation for
being invited to appear at the White House. And then he concluded by
saying, "You know, it's a long way from Watts to the White House."

He was right. But let me tell you -- it's a long way from Yorba
Linda to the White House, too. (Applause.)

I have made that journey, and I want to see a country in
which every young American can have the opportunity to make that
journey. It doesn't mean that all will make it. We all can't be
president. We all can't be congressmen or senator or governors —— I
found that out. (Laughter.) But on the other hand, let us always
make sure for the young Americans that the road ahead is never
blocked by prejudice or ignorance or poverty. And that he or she can
go as hard as his or her talents will take them. That is the goal

MORE



_9_
that we want for young Americans tbday;_ (Applause.)

Because there are so many young people here today, may I
add a word to you. I believe in the American dream because I have
seen it come true in my own life. And I want you to know that as far
as you're concerned, I want your dreams to .come true as well. You
will suffer disappointments in life and sometimes you will be very
discouraged. It is sad to lose. But the greatest sadness is to ..
“travel through life without knowing eikher victory or defeat. Always
remember that only when during your lifetime you are involved in a
cause greater than yourself can you be truly true to yourself.
(Applause.) '

So with those points in mind, may I leave also this
final thought. Remember that there couldn't be a better time to be
alive than now. There couldn't be a better country in which to be
born and in which to live than now because you hold the future in
your hands. (Applause.)

END 11:27 A.M. PDT
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 17, 1990

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON ﬁl)
FROM: CURT SMITH 627
SUBJECT: REMARKS FOR RICHARD NIXON LIBRARY AND BIRTHPLACE

I. SUMMARY

On Thursday, July 19, 1990, at 10:00 a.m., you will address
approximately 25,000 people at the Richard Nixon Library and
Birthplace, in Yorba Linda, California. Among those attending
- will be 1,500 seated guests, as well as an unlimited number of
standing visitors.

Mr. William Simon will host the event, and President Reagan
will introduce you. Also attending will be: President and Mrs.
Nixon and the rest of the Nixon family, Mrs. Reagan, President
and Mrs. Ford, Secretary Mosbacher, Governor Deukmejian,
Secretary Shultz, Chief Justice Burger, Billy Graham, Norman
. Vincent Peale, director of the Library Hugh Hewitt, Ambassador
Richard Moore, and Ambassador Zhu-Qizhen of the People's Republic
of China. Nine senior members of the Nixon Administrations will
attend. They are: Robert Finch, Alexander Haig, Walter Hickel,
Henry Kissinger, William Rogers, George Romney, Donald Rumsfeld,
Maurice Stans, and Herbert Stein. Finally, there will be a group
of Viet Nam POWs attending the dedication, and Ms. Vicky Carr -
will sing 'God Bless America.'

II. DISCUSSION

_ The attached remarks (14 minutes, teleprompter) focus on the
life and Presidency of Richard M. Nixon. The text addresses the
institution of the Presidency of the United States, and Mr.
Nixon's role in shaping that institution. Consideration is given
to the achievements, philosophy, family, and personal qualities
of the President, with special emphasis on the vision for a world
of peace and freedom that President Nixon displayed.
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President and Mrs. Nixon. Barbara and I are delighted to
see you. President and Mrs. Reagan, President and Mrs. Ford.
Members of the Nixon family. Secretary Simon, Secretary
Mosbacher. Governor Deukmejian, Secretary Schultz, Chief Justice
Burger, Senior Members of the Nixon Administration, Reverend
Graham, Reverend Peale, Ambassador Moore, Ambassador Annenberg,
Ambassador Zhu-qizhen [JEW KEY-jen], Hugh Hewitt, Vicky cCarr.
Those great American heroes -- our Viet Nam Prisoners of War.
Ladies and gentlemen. Thank you, Mr. President, for that
introduction. And to all of you, for the privilege of helping to
dedicate this beautiful Library of the 37th President of the
United States.

To Lincoln, the Presidency helped play -- as he put it --
America's "mystic chords of memory." To TR, the Presidency meant
the "bully pulpit" -- calling on America's boundless energy. And
it was bwight Eisenhower -- beloved Ike -- who described its
power “to prqclaim anew our faith," and summon "lightness against
the dark."”

" To occupy this office is to feel a kinship with these and

other Presidents. Each of whom, in his own way, sought to do

right -- and thus achieve good. // Each summoned the best from
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the idea we call America. And each wondered, I suspect, how they
could be worthy of God, and man. //

This year, an estimated 1.5 million people will visit
Presidential museums and libraries. Exploring the lives of these
Presidents passed down -- like oral history -- from one
generation to another. // They will see how each President is
like a finely-cut prism with many facets. Their achievements,
and their philosophy. Their family, and their humanity. //

For'inétance, seventy miles from here visitors will soon see
the library of my distinguished predecessor, the 40th President
of the United States, and Mrs. Reagan. To Ronald Reagan, I say£
"We will not soon forget how you truly blessed America." !/

Look, next, to Michigan -- where a museum and library honors
the 38th President of tﬁe United states, Gerald Ford, and Mrs.

Ford. An entire Nation is grateful for your leadership and love

of country. //

Tomorrow morning, the first visitors will enter our newest
Presidential Library. They will note that only FDR ran as many
times as Richard Nixon -- five -- for national office: Each
winning four elections. And that more people voted for Richard
Nixon as President than any other man in history. // They will
hear of Horatio‘Alger and Alger Hiss. Of the book, 8ix Criées,
and the seventh crisis, Watergate. // They will think of
Checkgrs -- Millie's role model. // And, yes, Mr. President,

they will hear again your answer to my "Vision thing" -- "Let me

make this perfectly clear." //
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Many of these visitors will know of your times as President:
" Perhaps as tumultuous as any since Lincoln's. And of your goal
as President: A world where peace would link the community of
nations. Yet other young visitors will not remember the yéars
1969-74. They had not even been born when Richard Nixon became
President. So torhelp them understand our 37th President, here
ié what I would tell those who journey to Yorba Linda. //

I would say, first: Look at perhaps the truest index of
any man -- his family. Think of his mother -- a gentle Quaker -
- and his father, who built their small frame house lesé than 100
yards from here. And his daughters, Tricia and Julie. Any
parent would be proud of children with the loyalty and love of
these two women. // Think, finally, of a gracious First Lady who
ranks among the most admired women of post-war America. The
' woman we know, and love, as Pat. //

As First Lady, Pat Nixon championed the Right to Read
program, and helped bring the "Parks to People" program to the
disadvantaged. She refurbished the White House and opened it to
more people, than ever before. She was our most widely traveled
First Lady -- visiting five cpntinents and 22 Nations.

Overcoming the poverty and tragedy of her childhood to become a
mirror of America's heart, and love. // When, in 1958, foreign
mobs stoned the Nixons' car, she was, an observer said, "“stronger
than any man." Yet it was-also Pat who moved pianist Duke
Ellington, at a White House dinner, to improvise a melody; "I

shall pick a name," he said, "gentle, graceful -- like Patricia."
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// Mrs. Nixon, the Secret Service called you "Starlighf." Your
husband has said it best: You "fit that name to a T." //

Next, I-would say to visitors here: Look at Richard Nixon:
the man. // He had an intellectual's complexity. He was an
author / eight books // each composed on his famous yellow legal
pads // who, like his favorite author, Tolstoy, admired the
dignity of manual labor. He worked in the most pragmatic of
arenas -- yet insisted that "politics is poetry, not prose." //
He believed in love of country, and in God -- in loyalty to
friends, and protecting loved ones. He was also a soft touch
when it came to kids. // Believe me, I can empathize. //

((Let me repeat a story which President Nixon himself
enjoys. // One day, greeting an airport crowd, he heard a young
. girl shouting, "How is Smokey the Bear?" // at that time, living
in the Washington Zoo. The girl kept repeating the question.

Not understanding her words, the President turned to an aide for
translation. // "Smokey the Bear," the aide mumbled, pointing'to
the girl. "Washington National Zoo." // Triumphant, President
Nixon walked over, extended his hand, and said: "How do you do /
Miss Beaf?")) /// |

‘Now, I'm not one to criticize verbal confusion. After all,
some say English is my only foreign language. // President Nixon
was merely being kind. Just as he mailed hand-written letters to
defeated rivals like his friend Hubert Humphrey. Or saw ﬁhat
when the POWS returned hoﬁe in early '73 to a White House Dinner,

each wife received a corsage. // Just as Richard Nixon was
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extraordinarily controversial, he could also be uncommonly
sensitive to the feelings of other people. //

This brings me to what I would next tell those who travel to
Yorba Linda. What President Nixon said of Dwight Eisenhower in a
1969 eulogy was true, also, of himself: He "“came from the heart
of America." th geographically, perhaps, but culturally. //

Richard Nixon was the quintessence of Middle America, and
touched deep chords of response in millions of her citizens. As
President, upholding what he termed the "Silent Majority" from
Dallas to Davenport, Syracuse to Siler City. // He loved
America's good, quiet, decent people; he gspoke for them; he
felt, deeply, on their behalf. // Theodore White would say:
"Middle America had been without é great leader for generations,
and in Richard Nixon it . . . elevated.a man of talent and
ability.ﬁ // For millions of Americans, this President became
something they had rarely known: A voice -- speaking loudly, and
' eloquently, for their values and their dreams.'//

Finally, and most importantly, I would say to visitors:
Richard Nixon helped chénge the course not only of America but of
the entire world. He believed in returning power to the people.
So he created revenue sharing. // And that young people should
be free to choose their futures. So Richard Nixon ended the
~draft. // He helped the United States reach new horizons in
space and technology. Began a pioneering cancer initiative that
gave hope and life to millions. // He knew that the great

outdoors is precious, but fragile. So he created the
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Environmental Protection Agency -- an historic step to help
preserve, and wisely use, our natural resources. //

All of this Richard Nixon did. Yet future generations will
remember him most for dedicating his life to the greatest cause
offered any President -- the cause of peace among Nations. l/

Richard Nixon éndured much in his quest for "Peace With
Honor" in Viet Nam. He knew that trﬁe‘peace means the triumph of
freedom -- not merely the absence of war. // As President, he
served this country's special mission to help those around the
world for whom America has always been a "morning star of
iiberty." - Engaging in diplomatic summitry -- and helping change
the post-war bi-polar globe. //

Who can forget how in Moscow, Richard Nixon signed the first
agreement to limit strategic nuclear arms -- giving new hope to
the world for lasting peace? // Or how he planted the first
fragile seeds of peace in the Middle East: Golda Meir credited
him with saving Israel during the Yom Kippur War. // Even now,
memories resound of President Nixon's trip to China -- the week
that revolutionized the world. No American President had ever
stood on the soil of the People's Republic of China. As Richard
Nixon stepped from Air Force One and extended his hand to Chou
En-lai( his vision ended more than two decades of isolation. //
“Béing Prgsident," he often said, "is nothing compared with what
you can do as President." -Mr. President, you worked with every
fiber of your being to help achieve "A Generation of Peace." //

Today, as the movement toward democracy sweeps our globe, you can
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take great pride that history will say of you: "Here was a true
architect of peace." //

There have been, literally, millions of words written about
Richard Nixon. But let me close with a passage from the
President himself. It comes from his first Inaugural Address --
January 20, 1969 -- where the new President spoke of how "the
greatest honor history can bestow is the title of peacemaker."//

He began by noting that within the lifetime of most present,
mankind woﬁld celebrate a new year which occurs only once in a
thousand years -- the start of a new millennium. And that
America had the chance to "lead the world onto that high ground
of peace that man has dreamed of since the dawn of civilization."

Finally, Richard Nixon concluded: "If we succeeed,
generations to come will say of us that we helped make the world
safe for mankind. I believe the American people are ready to
answer this call." //

Mr. President, you helped America answer its "summons to
greatness." Thank you for serving the cause of peace. God bless
you and your family. And now, it is my distinct pleasure and
honor to introduce the 37th President of the United States.

¥ # # #
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I. SUMMARY

On Thursday, July 19, 1990, at 10:00 a.m., you will address
approximately 25,000 people at the Richard Nixon Library and
Birthplace, in Yorba Linda, California. Among those attending
will be 1,500 seated guests, as well as an unlimited number of
standing visitors. .

Mr. William Simon will host the event, and President Reagan
will introduce you. Also attending will be: President and Mrs.
Nixon and the rest of the Nixon family, Mrs. Reagan, President
and Mrs. Ford, Secretary Mosbacher, Governor Deukmejian,
Secretary Shultz, Chief Justice Burger, Billy Graham, Norman
Vincent Peale, director of the Library Hugh Hewitt, Ambassador
Richard Moore, and Ambassador Zhu-Qizhen of the People's Republic
of China. Nine senior members of the Nixon Administrations will
attend. They are: Robert Finch, Alexander Haig, Walter Hickel,
Henry Kissinger, William Rogers, George Romney, Donald Rumsfeld,
Maurice Stans, and Herbert Stein. Finally, there will be a group
of Viet Nam POWs attending the dedication, and Ms. Vicky Carr
will sing 'God Bless America.' .

ITI. DISCUSSION

The attached remarks (14 minutes, teleprompter) focus on the
life and Presidency of Richard M. Nixon. The text addresses the
institution of the Presidency of the United States, and Mr.
Nixon's role in shaping that institution. Consideration is given
to the achievements, philosophy, family, and personal qualities
of the President, with special emphasis on the vision for a world
of peace and freedom that President Nixon displayed.
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President and Mrs. Nixon. Barbara and I are delighted to
see you. President and Mrs. Reagan, President and Mrs. Ford.
Members of the Nixon family. Secretary Simon, Secretary
Mosbacher. Governor Deukmejian, Secretary Schultz, Chief Justice
Burger, Senior Members of the Nixon Administration, Reverend
Graham, Reverend Peale, Ambassador Moore, Ambassador Annenberg,
Ambassador Zhu-gizhen [JEW KEY;jen], Hugh Hewitt, Vicky Carr.
Thosé great American heroes -- our Viet Nam Prisoners of War.
Ladies and gentlemen. Thank you, Mr. President, for that
introduction. And to all of you, for thé privilege of helping to
dédicate this beautiful Library of the 37th President of the
' United States. |

To Lincoln, the Presidency helped play -- as he put it --
America's "mystic chords of memory." To TR, the Presidency meant
the "bully pulpit" -- calling on America's boundless energy. And
it was Dwight Eisenhower -- beloved Ike -- who described its
power "to proclaim anew our faith," and summon "lightness against
the dark."

To occupy this office is to feel a kinship with these and

other Presidents. Each of whom, in his own way, sought to do

right -- 'and thus achieve good. // Each summoned the best from
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the idea we call America. And each wondered, I suspect; how they
could be worthy of God, and man. //

This year, an estimated 1.5 million people will visit
Presidential museums and libraries. Exploring the lives of these
Presidents passed down -- like oral history -- from one
generation to another. // They will see how each President is
like a finely-cut prism with many facets. Their achievements,
and their philosophy. Their family, and their humanity. //

For instance, seventy miles from here visitors will soon see
the library of my distinguished predecessor, the 40th President
of the United étatés, and Mrs. Reagan. To Ronald Reagan, I say:
"We will not soon forget how you truly blegssed America." //

Look, next, to Michigan -- where a museum and library honors

the 38th President of the United States, Gerald Ford, and Mrs.

Ford. An entire Nation is grateful for your leadership and love
of country. //

Tomorrow morning, the first visitors will enter our newest
Presidential Library. They will note that only FDR ran as many
times as Richard Nixon -- five =-- for national office: Each
winning four elections. And that more people voted for Richard
Nixon as President than any other man in history. // They will
hear of Horatio Alger and Alger Hiss. Of the book, 8ix c;ises,
and the seventh crisis, Watergate. // They will think of
Checkers -- Millie's role model. // And, yes, Mr. Presidént,
they will hear again your.answer to my "Vision thing" -- "Let me

make this perfectly clear." //
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Many of fhese visitors will know of your times as President:

Perhaps as tumultuous as any since Lincoln's. And of your goal
as President: A world where peace would link the community of
nations. Yet other young visitors will not remember the years
1969-74. They had not even been born when Richard Nixon became
Presidept. So to help them understand our 37th President, here
is what I would tell those who journey to Yorba Linda. //

I would say, first: Look at perhaps the truest index of
any man -- his family. Think of his mother -- a gentle Quaker -
- and his father, who built their small frame house less than 100
yards from here. And his daughters, Tricia and Julie. Any
pareﬁt would be proud of children with the loyalty and love of
these two women. // Think, finally, of a gracious First Lady who
ranks among the most admired women of post-war America. The
woﬁan we know, and love, as Pat. //

As First Lady, Pat Nixon championed the Right to Read
| program, and helped bring the "Parks to People" program to the
disadvantaged. She refurbished the White House and opened it to
more people than ever before. She was our most'widely traveled
First Lady -- visiting five continents and 22 Nations.
Overcoming the'poverty and tragedy of her childhood to become a
mirror of America's heart, and love. // When, in 1958, forgign
- mobs stoned- the Nixons' car, she was, an observer said, "stronger
fhan any man." Yet it was also Pat who moved pianist Duke
Ellingfon, at a White House dinner, to improvise a melody. "I

shall pick a name," he said, "gentle, graceful -- like Patricia."
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// Mrs. Nixon, the Secret Service called you "Starlight." Your
husband has said it best: You "fit that name to a T." //

Next, I would say to visitors here: Look at Richard Nixon
the man. // He had an intellectual's complexity. He was an
author / eight books // each composed on his famous Yellow legal
pads // who, liké his favorite author, Tolstoy, admired the
dignity of manual labor. He worked in the mosﬁ pragmatic of
arenas -- yet insisted that "politics is poetry, not prose." //
He believed in love of country, and in God -- in loyalty to
friends, and protecting loved ones. He was also a soft-touch
when it came to kids. // Believe me, I can empathize. //

((Lef me repeat a story which President Nixon himself
enjoyé. // One day, greeting an airport crowd, he heard a young
‘'girl shouting, "How is Smokey the Bear?" // at that time, living
in the Washington Zoo. The girl kept repeating the question.

Not understanding her words, the President turned to an aide for
translation. // "“Smokey the Bear," the aide mumbled, pointing to
the girl. "wWashington National Zoo." // Triumphant, President
Nixon walked over, extended his hand, and said: "How do you do /
Miss Beaf?")) l// '

Now, I'm not one to criticize verbal confusion. After all,
some say English is my only foreign language. // President Nixon
was merely being kind. Just as he mailed hand-written letters to
defeated rivals like his friend Hubert Huﬁphrey. Or saw that
when the POWS returned home in early '73 to a White House Dinner,

each wife received a corsage. // Just as Richard Nixon was
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extraordinarily controversial, he could also be uncommoﬁly
sensitive to the feelings of other people. //
This brings me to what I would next tell those who travel to

Yorba Linda. What President Nixon said of Dwight Eisenhower in a

1969 eulogy was true, also, of himself: He "came from the heart
of America." Not geographically, perhaps, but culturally. //

Richard Nixon was the quintessence of Middle America, and
touched deep chords of response in millions of her citizens. As
President, upholding what he termed the "Silent Majorityﬁ from
Dallas to Davenport, Syracuse to. Siler City. // He loved
America's good, quiet, decent people; he gpoke for them; he
felt, deeply, on their behalf. // Theodore White would say:
"Middle America had been without a great leader for generations,
and in Richard Nixon it . . . elevated a man of talent and
ability.“ // For millions of Americans, this President became
something they had rarely known: A voice -- speaking loudly, and
eloquently, for their values and their dreanms. //

Finally, and most importantly, I would say to visitors:
Richard Nixon helped change the course not only of America but of
the entire world. He believed in returning power to the people.
So he created revenue sharing. // And that young people should
be free to choose their futures. So Richard Nixon ended the
draft. // He helped the_United Sfates reach new horizons in .
épace-and technology. Began a pioneering cancer initiative that
gave hope and life to miliions. // He knew that the great

outdoors is precious, but fragile. So he created the



6

Environmental Protection Agency -- an historic step to help
preserve, and wisely use, our natural resources. //

All of this Richard Nixon did. Yet future generations will -
remember him most for dedicating his life to the greatest cause
offered any President -- the cause of peace among Nations. //

Richard Nixon endured much in his quest for "Peace With
Honor" in Viet Nam. He knew that true peace means the triumph of
freedom -- not merely the absence of wvar. // As President, he
served this country's special mission to help those around the

world for whom America has always been a "morning star of
liberty." Ehgaging in diplomatic summitry -- and helping change
the post-war bi-polar globe. //

.Who can forget howAin Moscow, Richard Nixon signed the first
agreement to limit strategic nuclear arms -- giving new hope to
the world for lasting peace? // Or how he planted the first.
fragile seeds of peace in the Middle East: Golda Meir credited
him with saving Israel durihg the Yom Kippur Wér. // Even now,
memories resound of President Nixon's trip to China -- the week
that revolutionized the world. No American President had ever
stood on the soil of the People's Republic of China. As Richard
Nixon stepped from Air Force One and extended his hand to Chou
En-lai, his vision ended more than two decades of isolation. //
"Being President," he often said, "is nothing compared with what
You can do as President." Mr. President,-you worked with every
fiber of your being to help achieve "A Generationm of Peace." //

Today, as the movement toward democracy sweeps our globe, you can
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take great pride that history will say of you: "Here was a true
architect of peace." //

There have been, literally, millions of words written about
Richard Nixon. But let me close with a passage from the
President himself. It comes from his first Inaugural Address --
January 20, 1969 -; where the new President spoke of how "the
greatest honor history can bestow is the title of peacemaker."//

He began by noting that within the lifetime of most present,
mankind would celebrate a new year which occurs only once in a
thousand years - the start of a new millennium. And that
America had the chance to "lead the world onto that high ground
of peace that man has dreamed of since the dawn of civilization."

Finally, Richard Nixon concluded: "If we succeeed,
generations to come will say of us that we helped make the world
safe for mankind. I believe the American people are ready to
answer this call." //

Mr. President, you helped America answer its "summons to
greatness." Thank you for serving the cause of peace. God bless
You and your family. And now, it is my distinct pleasure and
honor to introduce the 37th President of the United States.

¥ F ¥ #
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PRESIDENT AND MRS. NIXON. BARBARA AND I ARE DELIGHTED TO BE
WITH YOU ON THIS MEMORABLE DAY. MY SPECIAL GREETINGS AND RESPECT
TO PRESIDENT AND MRS. REAGAN, PRESIDENT AND MRS. FORD. MEMBERS
OF THE NIXON FAMILY. SECRETARY SIMON, SECRETARY MOSBACHER.
GOVERNOR DEUKMEJIAN, SECRETARY SCHULTZ, CHIEF JUSTICE BURGER,
SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION, REVEREND GRAHAM,
REVEREND PEALE, AMBASSADOR MOORE, AMBASSADOR ANNENBERG,
AMBASSADOR
ZHU-QIZHEN [JEW KEY-JEN],

HUGH HEWITT,

VICKY CARR. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, FOR
THAT INTRODUCTION. AND TO ALL OF YOU, FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF
HELPING TO DEDICATE THIS BEAUTIFUL LIBRARY OF THE 37TH PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES.

TO LINCOLN, THE PRESIDENCY HELPED PIAY -- AS HE PUT IT --

AMERICA'S "MYSTIC CHORDS OF MEMORY." TO TR, THE PRESIDENCY MEANT

THE "BULLY PULPIT" -- CALLING ON AMERICA'S BOUNDLESS ENERGY. AND

IT WAS DWIGHT EISENHOWER -- BELOVED IKE -- WHO DESCRIBED ITS

POWER "TO PROCLAIM ANEW OUR FAITH," AND SUMMON "LIGHTNESS AGAINST
DARK. "

TO OCCUPY THIS OFFICE IS TO FEEL A KINSHIP WITH THESE AND
OTHER PRESIDENTS. EACH OF WHOM, IN HIS OWN WAY, SOUGHT TO
A[=1~[EDO RIGHTA[-0~[F -- AND THUS ~[-1~[EACHIEVE GOODA[-O0~[F. //
EACH SUMMONED THE BEST FROM THE IDEA WE CALL AMERICA. AND EACH
WONDERED, I SUSPECT, HOW THEY COULD BE WORTHY OF
A[-1~[EGODA[-0A[F, AND A[-1~[EMANA[-OA[F. //

THIS YEAR, AN ESTIMATED 1.5 MILLION PEOPLE WILL VISIT
PRESIDENTIAL MUSEUMS AND LIBRARIES. EXPLORING THE LIVES OF THESE
PRESIDENTS PASSED DOWN -- LIKE ORAL HISTORY
-— FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER. // THEY WILL SEE HOW EACH
PRESIDENT IS LIKE A FINELY-CUT PRISM WITH MANY FACETS. THEIR

ACHIEVEMENTS, AND THEIR PHILOSOPHY. THEIR FAMILY, AND THEIR
HUMANITY. //

FOR INSTANCE,
NOT FAR FROM HERE VISITORS WILL SOON SEE THE LIBRARY OF MY
DISTINGUISHED PREDECESSOR, THE 40TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED

STATES, AND MRS. REAGAN. PRESIDENT REAGAN, "~[-1~[EWE WILL NOT
SOON FORGET HOW YOU TRULY BLESSED AMERICAA[-O~[F." //

—7 0 l
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LOOK, NEXT, TO MICHIGAN -- WHERE A MUSEUM AND LIBRARY HONOR
THE 38TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, GERALD FORD, AND MRS.
FORD. ~[-1~[EAN ENTIRE NATION IS GRATEFUL FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP
AND LOVE OF COUNTRY.A[-O~A[F //

TOMORROW MORNING, THE FIRST VISITORS WILL ENTER OUR NEWEST
PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY. THEY WILL NOTE THAT ONLY FDR RAN AS MANY
TIMES AS RICHARD NIXON -- FIVE --

FOR NATIONAL OFFICE: EACH WINNING FOUR ELECTIONS. AND THAT MORE
PEOPLE VOTED FOR RICHARD NIXON AS PRESIDENT THAN ANY OTHER MAN IN
HISTORY. // THEY WILL HEAR OF HORATIO ALGER AND ALGER HISS. OF
THE BOOK, ~[-17[ESIX CRISES~[-0~[F, AND THE SEVENTH CRISIS,

WATERGATE. // THEY WILL THINK OF CHECKERS -- MILLIE'S ROLE
MODEL. // AND, YES, MR. PRESIDENT, THEY WILL HEAR AGAIN YOUR
ANSWER TO MY "VISION THING" -- "LET ME MAKE THIS PERFECTLY

CLEAR." //
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MANY OF THESE VISITORS WILL KNOW OF YOUR A[-1A[ETIMESA[-O0A[F
AS PRESIDENT: PERHAPS AS TUMULTUOUS AS ANY SINCE LINCOLN'S. AND
OF YOUR ~[-1~[EGOALA[-0~[F AS PRESIDENT: A WORLD WHERE PEACE
WOULD LINK THE COMMUNITY OF NATIONS. YET OTHER YOUNG VISITORS
WILL NOT REMEMBER THE YEARS 1969-74. THEY HAD NOT EVEN
BEEN BORN WHEN RICHARD NIXON BECAME PRESIDENT. SO TO HELP THEM
UNDERSTAND OUR 37TH PRESIDENT, HERE IS WHAT I WOULD TELL THOSE
WHO JOURNEY TO YORBA LINDA. //

I WOULD SAY, FIRST: LOOK AT PERHAPS THE TRUEST INDEX OF ANY
MAN ~-- HIS ~[-1~[EFAMILY"[-O0~[F. THINK OF HIS MOTHER -- A
GENTLE QUAKER -- AND HIS FATHER, WHO BUILT THEIR SMALL FRAME
HOUSE LESS THAN 100 YARDS FROM HERE. AND HIS DAUGHTERS, TRICIA
AND JULIE. . ANY PARENT WOULD BE PROUD OF CHILDREN WITH THE
LOYALTY AND LOVE OF THESE TWO WOMEN. // THINK, FINALLY, OF A
GRACIOUS FIRST LADY WHO RANKS AMONG THE MOST ADMIRED WOMEN OF

POST-WAR AMERICA. A[-1~[ETHE WOMAN WE KNOW, AND LOVE, AS
PATA[-O0A[F. //
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AS FIRST LADY, PAT NIXON CHAMPIONED THE RIGHT TO READ PROGRAM,
AND HELPED BRING THE "PARKS TO PEOPLE" PROGRAM TO THE
DISADVANTAGED. SHE REFURBISHED THE WHITE HOUSE AND OPENED IT TO
MORE PEOPLE THAN EVER BEFORE. SHE WAS OUR MOST WIDELY TRAVELED
FIRST LADY == VISITING FIVE CONTINENTS AND 22 NATIONS.
OVERCOMING THE POVERTY AND TRAGEDY OF HER CHILDHOOD TO BECOME A
MIRROR OF AMERICA'S HEART, AND LOVE. // WHEN, IN 1958, FOREIGN
MOBS STONED THE NIXONS' CAR, SHE WAS, AN OBSERVER SAID, "STRONGER
THAN ANY MAN." YET IT WAS ALSO PAT WHO MOVED PIANIST DUKE
ELLINGTON, AT A WHITE HOUSE DINNER, TO IMPROVISE A MELODY. "I
SHALL PICK A NAME," HE SAID, "GENTLE, GRACEFUL -- LIKE PATRICIA."
// MRS. NIXON, THE SECRET SERVICE CALLED YOU "STARLIGHT." YOUR
HUSBAND HAS SAID IT BEST: YOU "FIT THAT NAME TO A T." // PAT,
WHY DON'T YOU STAND UP AND LET US SHOW OUR APPRECIATION FOR THE
GRACE AND BEAUTY YOU BROUGHT TO THE WHITE HOUSE. ///
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NEXT, I WOULD SAY TO VISITORS HERE: LOOK AT RICHARD NIXON THE
MAN. // HE HAD AN INTELLECTUAL'S A[-1~[ECOMPLEXITYA[-0A[F.

( (KNOWING HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT SOME INTELLECTUALS, MR. PRESIDENT, I
DON'T MEAN TO OFFEND.)) // HE WAS AN AUTHOR / EIGHT BOOKS //
EACH COMPOSED ON HIS FAMOUS YELLOW LEGAL PADS // WHO, LIKE HIS
FAVORITE AUTHOR, TOLSTOY, ADMIRED THE DIGNITY OF MANUAL LABOR. HE
WORKED IN THE MOST PRAGMATIC OF ARENAS -- YET INSISTED THAT
"POLITICS IS POETRY, NOT PROSE." // HE BELIEVED IN LOVE OF
COUNTRY, AND IN GOD -- IN LOYALTY TO FRIENDS, AND PROTECTING

LOVED ONES. HE WAS ALSO A SOFT TOUCH WHEN IT CAME TO KIDS. //
BELIEVE ME, I CAN EMPATHIZE. //
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((LET ME REPEAT A STORY WHICH PRESIDENT NIXON HIMSELF.
ENJOYS. // ONE DAY, GREETING AN AIRPORT CROWD, HE HEARD A YOUNG
GIRL SHOUTING, "HOW IS SMOKEY THE BEAR?" // AT THAT TIME, LIVING
IN THE WASHINGTON ZOO. THE GIRL KEPT REPEATING THE QUESTION. NOT
UNDERSTANDING HER WORDS, THE PRESIDENT TURNED TO AN AIDE FOR
TRANSLATION. // "SMOKEY THE BEAR," THE AIDE MUMBLED, POINTING TO
THE GIRL. "WASHINGTON NATIONAL ZOO." // TRIUMPHANT, PRESIDENT

NIXON WALKED OVER, EXTENDED HIS HAND, AND SAID: "HOW DO YOU DO /
MISS BEAR?")) ///

NOW, I'M NOT ONE TO CRITICIZE VERBAL CONFUSION. AFTER ALL,
SOME SAY ENGLISH IS MY ONLY FOREIGN LANGUAGE. // PRESIDENT NIXON
WAS MERELY BEING KIND. JUST AS HE MAILED HAND-WRITTEN LETTERS TO
DEFEATED RIVALS LIKE HIS FRIEND HUBERT HUMPHREY. OR SAW THAT
WHEN THE.POWS RETURNED HOME IN EARLY '73 TO A WHITE HOUSE DINNER,
EACH WIFE RECEIVED A CORSAGE. // JUST AS RICHARD NIXON WAS
EXTRAORDINARILY CONTROVERSIAL, HE COULD ALSO BE UNCOMMONLY
SENSITIVE TO THE FEELINGS OF OTHER PEOPLE. //
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THIS BRINGS ME TO WHAT I WOULD ~[-1~[ENEXTA[-0~[F TELL THOSE
WHO TRAVEL TO YORBA LINDA.  WHAT PRESIDENT NIXON SAID OF DWIGHT
EISENHOWER IN A 1969 EULOGY WAS TRUE, ALSO, OF HIMSELF:
~[=1~[EHE "CAME FROM THE HEART OF AMERICAA[-O~[F." NOT
GEOGRAPHICALLY, PERHAPS, BUT ~[-1~[ECULTURALLYA[-0~[F. //

RICHARD NIXON WAS THE QUINTESSENCE OF MIDDLE AMERICA, AND
TOUCHED DEEP CHORDS OF RESPONSE IN MILLIONS OF HER CITIZENS. AS
PRESIDENT, UPHOLDING WHAT HE TERMED THE "SILENT MAJORITY" FROM
DALILAS TO DAVENPORT, SYRACUSE TO SILER CITY. // HE ILOVED
AMERICA'S GOOD, QUIET, DECENT PEOPLE; HE ~[-1~[ESPOKEA[-0A[F FOR
THEM; HE FELT, DEEPLY, ON THEIR A[-1~[EBEHALFA[-O0~[F. //

THEODORE WHITE WOULD SAY: "MIDDLE AMERICA HAD BEEN WITHOUT A
GREAT LEADER FOR GENERATIONS, AND IN RICHARD NIXON IT . . .
ELEVATED A MAN OF TALENT AND ABILITY." // FOR MILLIONS OF
AMERICANS, THIS PRESIDENT BECAME SOMETHING THEY HAD RARELY KNOWN:

A VOICE -- SPEAKING LOUDLY, AND ELOQUENTLY, FOR THEIR VALUES AND
THEIR DREAMS. //
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FINALLY, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, I WOULD SAY TO VISITORS:
RICHARD NIXON HELPED CHANGE THE COURSE NOT ONLY OF AMERICA BUT OF
THE ENTIRE WORLD. HE BELIEVED IN RETURNING POWER TO THE PEOPLE.
SO HE CREATED REVENUE SHARING. // AND THAT YOUNG PEOPLE SHOULD
BE FREE TO CHOOSE THEIR FUTURES. SO RICHARD NIXON ENDED THE
DRAFT. // HE HELPED THE UNITED STATES REACH NEW HORIZONS IN
SPACE AND TECHNOLOGY. BEGAN A PIONEERING CANCER INITIATIVE THAT
GAVE HOPE AND LIFE TO MILLIONS. // HE KNEW THAT THE GREAT
OUTDOORS IS PRECIOUS, BUT FRAGILE. SO HE CREATED THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY -- AN HISTORIC STEP TO HELP
PRESERVE, AND WISELY USE, OUR' NATURAL RESOURCES. //

ALL OF THIS RICHARD NIXON DID. YET FUTURE GENERATIONS WILL
REMEMBER HIM MOST FOR DEDICATING HIS LIFE TO THE GREATEST CAUSE
OFFERED ANY PRESIDENT -- THE CAUSE OF PEACE AMONG NATIONS. //
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RICHARD NIXON ENDURED MUCH IN HIS QUEST FOR "PEiCE WITH
HONOR" IN VIET NAM. HE KNEW THAT TRUE PEACE MEANS THE
A[=1~[ETRIUMPHA[-OA[F OF ~[-1~[EFREEDOMA[-0A[F -- NOT MERELY THE
A[=1~[EABSENCEA[-0~[F OF ~[-1A[EWARA[-OA[F. // AS PRESIDENT, HE
SERVED THIS COUNTRY'S SPECIAL MISSION TO HELP THOSE |AROUND THE
WORLD FOR WHOM AMERICA HAS ALWAYS BEEN A "MORNING STAR OF

LIBERTY." ENGAGING IN DIPLOMATIC SUMMITRY -- AND HELPING CHANGE
THE POST-WAR BI-POLAR GLOBE. //
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WHO CAN FORGET HOW IN MOSCOW, RICHARD NIXON SIGNED THE FIRST
AGREEMENT TO LIMIT STRATEGIC NUCLEAR ARMS --

GIVING NEW HOPE TO THE WORLD FOR LASTING PEACE? // OR HOW HE
PLANTED THE FIRST FRAGILE SEEDS OF PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST:
_GOLDA MEIR CREDITED HIM WITH SAVING ISRAEL DURING THE YOM KIPPUR
WAR. // EVEN NOW, MEMORIES RESOUND OF PRESIDENT NIXON'S TRIP TO
CHINA -- THE WEEK THAT REVOLUTIONIZED THE WORLD. NO AMERICAN
PRESIDENT HAD EVER STOOD ON THE SOIL OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA. AS RICHARD NIXON STEPPED FROM AIR FORCE ONE AND EXTENDED
HIS HAND TO CHOU EN-LAI, HIS VISION ENDED MORE THAN TWO DECADES
OF ISOLATION. // "A[-1~[EBEINGA[-0~[F PRESIDENT," HE OFTEN SAID,
"IS NOTHING COMPARED WITH WHAT YOU CAN A[-1A[EDOA[-0A[F AS
PRESIDENT." MR. PRESIDENT, YOU WORKED WITH EVERY FIBER OF YOUR
BEING TO HELP ACHIEVE "A ~[-1~[EGENERATIONA[-OA[F OF PEACE." //
TODAY, AS THE MOVEMENT TOWARD DEMOCRACY SWEEPS OUR GLOBE, YOU CAN
TAKE GREAT PRIDE THAT HISTORY WILL SAY OF YOU: "“HERE WAS A TRUE
A[~1~[EARCHITECTA[-0A[F OF PEACE." //
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THERE HAVE BEEN, LITERALLY, MILLIONS OF WORDS WRITTEN ABOUT
RICHARD NIXON. BUT LET ME CLOSE WITH A PASSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT HIMSELF. IT COMES FROM HIS FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS --
JANUARY 20, 1969 -- WHERE THE NEW PRESIDENT SPOKE OF HOW "THE
GREATEST HONOR HISTORY CAN BESTOW IS THE TITLE OF PEACEMAKER.Y//

HE BEGAN BY NOTING THAT WITHIN THE LIFETIME OF MOST PRESENT,
MANKIND WOULD CELEBRATE A NEW YEAR WHICH OCCURS ONLY ONCE IN A
THOUSAND YEARS -- THE START OF A NEW MILLENNIUM. AND THAT
AMERICA HAD THE CHANCE TO "LEAD THE WORLD ONTO THAT HIGH GROUND
OF PEACE. THAT MAN HAS DREAMED OF SINCE THE DAWN OF CIVILIZATION."

FINALLY, RICHARD NIXON CONCLUDED: "IF WE SUCCEED, GENERATIONS
TO-COME WILL SAY OF US THAT WE HELPED MAKE THE WORLD SAFE FOR

MANKIND. I BELIEVE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE READY TO ANSWER THIS
CALL."™ //
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MR. PRESIDENT, YOU HELPED AMERICA ANSWER ITS "SUMMONS TO
GREATNESS." THANK YOU FOR SERVING THE CAUSE OF PEACE. GOD BLESS
YOU AND YOUR FAMILY. AND NOW, IT IS MY DISTINCT PLEASURE AND
HONOR TO INTRODUCE THE 37TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

#FF#



NIXON LIBRARY

YORBA LINDA, CALIFORNIA
THURSDAY, JULY 19, 1990
10:00 A.M.

PRESIDENT AND MRS. NIXON. BARBARA AND I ARE
DELIGHTED TO BE WITH YOU ON THIS MEMORABLE DAY. MY
SPECIAL GREETINGS AND RESPECT TO PRESIDENT AND MRS.
REAGAN, PRESIDENT AND MRS. FORD. MEMBERS OF THE NIXON
FAMILY. SECRETARY SIMON, SECRETARY MOSBACHER.
GOVERNOR DEUKMEJIAN, SECRETARY SHULTZ, CHIEF JUSTICE
BURGER, SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION,
REVEREND GRAHAM, REVEREND PEALE, AMBASSADOR MOORE,
AMBASSADOR ANNENBERG, AMBASSADOR ZHU-QIZHEN LT T
[JEW KEY-JENI, HUGH HEWITT, VICKY CARR. ¥ LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN. THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, FOR THAT
INTRODUCTION. AND TO ALL OF YOU, FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF
HELPING TO DEDICATE THIS BEAUTIFUL LIBRARY OF THE 37TH

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

TO LINCOLN, THE PRESIDENCY HELPED PLAY -- AS HE
QUT IT -- AMERICA'S "MYSTIC CHORDS OF MEMORY." TO TR,
THE PRESIDENCY MEANT THE "BULLY PULPIT" -- CALLING ON
AMERICA'S BOUNDLESS ENERGY. AND IT WAS DWIGHT
EISENHOWER -- BELOVED IKE -- WHO DESCRIBED ITS POWER
"TO PROCLAIM ANEW OUR FAITH,"™ AND SUMMON "LIGHTNESS
AGAINST THE DARK."
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TO OCCUPY THIS OFFICE IS TO FEEL A KINSHIP WITH
THESE AND OTHER PRESIDENTS. EACH OF WHOM, IN HIS OWN
WAY, SOUGHT TO DO RIGHT -- AND THUS ACHIEVE GOOD. //
EACH SUMMONED THE BEST FROM THE IDEA WE CALL AMERICA.

AND EACH WONDERED, I SUSPECT, HOW THEY COULD BE WORTHY
OF GOD, AND MAN. //

THIS YEAR, AN ESTIMATED 1.5 MILLION PEOPLE WILL
VISIT PRESIDENTIAL MUSEUMS AND LIBRARIES. EXPLORING
THE LIVES OF THESE PRESIDENTS PASSED DOWN -- LIKE ORAL
HISTORY -- FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER. // THEY
WILL SEE HOW EACH PRESIDENT IS LIKE A FINELY-CUT PRISM
WITH MANY FACETS. THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS, AND THEIR

PHILOSOPHY. THEIR FAMILY, AND THEIR HUMANITY. //
g0 wi
——"

FOR INSTANCE, NOT FAR FROM HERE VISITORS WILL SOON
SEE THE LIBRARY OF MY DISTINGUISHED PREDECESSOR, THE
40TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, AND MRS. REAGAN.
PRESIDENT REAGAN, "WE WILL NOT SOON FORGET HOW YOU
TRULY BLESSED AMERICA." //
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LOOK, NEXT, TO MICHIGAN -- WHERE A MUSEUM AND
LIBRARY HONOR THE 38TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
GERALD FORD, AND MRS. FORD. AN ENTIRE NATION IS
GRATEFUL FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP AND LOVE OF COUNTRY. //

TOMORROW MORNING, THE FIRST VISITORS WILL ENTER
OUR NEWEST PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY. THEY WILL NOTE THAT
ONLY FDR RAN AS MANY TIMES AS RICHARD NIXON -- FIVE --
FOR NATIONAL OFFICE: EACH WINNING FOUR ELECTIONS. AND
THAT MORE PEOPLE VOTED FOR RICHARD NIXON AS PRESIDENT
THAN ANY OTHER MAN IN HISTORY. // THEY WILL HEAR OF
HORATIO ALGER AND ALGER HISS. OF THE BOOK, SIX CRISES,
AND THE SEVENTH CRISIS, WATERGATE. // THEY WILL THINK
OF CHECKERS -- MILLIE'S ROLE MODEL. // AND, YES, MR.
PRESIDENT, THEY WILL HEAR AGAIN YOUR ANSWER TO MY
"VISION THING" -- "LET ME MAKE THIS PERFECTLY CLEAR."
/1
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MANY OF THESE VISITORS WILL KNOW OF YOUR TIMES AS
PRESIDENT: PERHAPS AS TUMULTUOUS AS ANY SINCE
LINCOLN'S. AND OF YOUR GOAL AS PRESIDENT: A WORLD
WHERE PEACE WOULD LINK THE COMMUNITY OF NATIONS. YET
OTHER YOUNG VISITORS WILL NOT REMEMBER THE YEARS
1969-74. THEY HAD NOT EVEN BEEN BORN WHEN RICHARD
NIXON BECAME PRESIDENT. SO TO HELP THEM UNDERSTAND OUR
37TH PRESIDENT, HERE IS WHAT I WOULD TELL THOSE WHO
JOURNEY TO YORBA LINDA. //

I WOULD SAY, FIRST: LOOK AT PERHAPS THE TRUEST
INDEX OF ANY MAN -- HIS FAMILY. THINK OF HIS MOTHER
-- A GENTLE QUAKER -- AND HIS FATHER, WHO BUILT THEIR
SMALL FRAME HOUSE LESS THAN 100 YARDS FROM HERE. AND
HIS DAUGHTERS, TRICIA AND JULIE. ANY PARENT WOULD BE
PROUD OF CHILDREN WITH THE LOYALTY AND LOVE OF THESE
TWO WOMEN. // THINK, FINALLY, OF A GRACIOUS FIRST LADY
WHO RANKS AMONG THE MOST ADMIRED WOMEN OF POST-WAR
AMERICA. THE WOMAN WE KNOW, AND LOVE, AS PAT. //
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AS FIRST LADY, PAT NIXON CHAMPIONED THE RIGHT TO
READ PROGRAM, AND HELPED BRING THE "PARKS TO PEOPLE"
PROGRAM TO THE DISADVANTAGED. SHE REFURBISHED THE
WHITE HOUSE AND OPENED IT TO MORE PEOPLE THAN EVER
BEFORE. SHE WAS OUR MOST WIDELY TRAVELED FIRST LADY
-- VISITING FIVE CONTINENTS AND 22 NATIONS. OVERCOMING
THE POVERTY AND TRAGEDY OF HER CHILDHOOD TO BECOME A
MIRROR OF AMERICA'S HEART, AND LOVE. // WHEN, IN 1958,
FOREIGN MOBS STONED THE NIXONS' CAR, SHE WAS, AN
OBSERVER SAID, "STRONGER THAN ANY MAN." YET IT WAS
ALSO PAT WHO MOVED PIANIST DUKE ELLINGTON, AT A WHITE
HOUSE DINNER, TO IMPROVISE A MELODY. "I SHALL PICK A
NAME," HE SAID, "GENTLE, GRACEFUL -- LIKE PATRICIA." //
MRS. NIXON, THE SECRET SERVICE CALLED YOU "STARLIGHT.™
YOUR HUSBAND HAS SAID IT BEST: YOU "FIT THAT NAME TO A
T.™ // PAT, WHY DON'T YOU STAND UP AND LET US SHOW OUR
APPRECIATION FOR THE GRACE AND BEAUTY YOU BROUGHT TO
THE WHITE HOUSE. ///
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NEXT, I WOULD SAY TO VISITORS HERE: LOOK AT
RICHARD NIXON THE MAN. // HE HAD AN INTELLECTUAL'S
COMPLEXITY. ((KNOWING HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT SOME
INTELLECTUALS, MR. PRESIDENT, I DON'T MEAN TO OFFEND.))
// HE WAS AN AUTHOR / EIGHT BOOKS // EACH COMPOSED ON
HIS FAMOUS YELLOW LEGAL PADS // WHO, LIKE HIS FAVORITE
AUTHOR, TOLSTOY, ADMIRED THE DIGNITY OF MANUAL LABOR.
HE WORKED IN THE MOST PRAGMATIC OF ARENAS -- YET
INSISTED THAT "POLITICS IS POETRY, NOT PROSE." // HE
BELIEVED IN LOVE OF COUNTRY, AND IN GOD -- IN LOYALTY
TO FRIENDS, AND PROTECTING LOVED ONES. HE WAS ALSO A
SOFT TOUCH WHEN IT CAME TO KIDS. // BELIEVE ME, I CAN
EMPATHIZE. //
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((LET ME REPEAT A STORY WHICH PRESIDENT NIXON
HIMSELF ENJOYS. // ONE DAY, GREETING AN AIRPORT CROWD,
HE HEARD A YOUNG GIRL SHOUTING, "HOW IS SMOKEY THE
BEAR?" // AT THAT TIME, LIVING IN THE WASHINGTON Z00.
THE GIRL KEPT REPEATING THE QUESTION. NOT
UNDERSTANDING HER WORDS, THE PRESIDENT TURNED TO AN
AIDE FOR TRANSLATION. // "SMOKEY THE BEAR," THE AIDE
MUMBLED, POINTING TO THE GIRL. "WASHINGTON NATIONAL
Z00." // TRIUMPHANT, PRESIDENT NIXON WALKED OVER,
EXTENDED HIS HAND, AND SAID: "HOW DO YOU DO / MISS
BEAR?™)) ///

NOW, I'M NOT ONE TO CRITICIZE VERBAL CONFUSION.
AFTER ALL, SOME SAY ENGLISH IS MY ONLY FOREIGN
LANGUAGE. // PRESIDENT NIXON WAS MERELY BEING KIND.
JUST AS HE MAILED HAND-WRITTEN LETTERS TO DEFEATED
RIVALS LIKE HIS FRIEND HUBERT HUMPHREY. OR SAW THAT
WHEN THE POWS RETURNED HOME IN EARLY '73 TO A WHITE
HOUSE DINNER, EACH WIFE RECEIVED A CORSAGE. // JUST AS
RICHARD NIXON WAS EXTRAORDINARILY CONTROVERSIAL, HE
COULD ALSO BE UNCOMMONLY SENSITIVE TO THE FEELINGS OF
OTHER PEOPLE. //
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THIS BRINGS ME TO WHAT I WOULD NEXT TELL THOSE WHO
TRAVEL TO YORBA LINDA. WHAT PRESIDENT NIXON SAID OF
DWIGHT EISENHOWER IN A 1969 EULOGY WAS TRUE, ALSO, OF
HIMSELF: HE "CAME FROM THE HEART OF AMERICA." NOT
GEOGRAPHICALLY, PERHAPS, BUT CULTURALLY. //

RICHARD NIXON WAS THE QUINTESSENCE OF MIDDLE
AMERICA, AND TOUCHED DEEP CHORDS OF RESPONSE IN
MILLIONS OF HER CITIZENS. AS PRESIDENT, UPHOLDING WHAT
HE TERMED THE "SILENT MAJORITY" FROM DALLAS TO
DAVENPORT, SYRACUSE TO SILER CITY. // HE LOVED
AMERICA'S GOOD, QUIET, DECENT PEOPLE; HE SPOKE FOR
THEM; HE FELT, DEEPLY, ON THEIR BEHALF. // THEODORE
WHITE WOULD SAY: "MIDDLE AMERICA HAD BEEN WITHOUT A
GREAT LEADER FOR GENERATIONS, AND IN RICHARD NIXON IT

. ELEVATED A MAN OF TALENT AND ABILITY." // FOR
MILLIONS OF AMERICANS, THIS PRESIDENT BECAME SOMETHING
THEY HAD RARELY KNOWN: A VOICE -- SPEAKING LOUDLY, AND
ELOQUENTLY, FOR THEIR VALUES AND THEIR DREAMS. //
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FINALLY, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, I WOULD SAY TO
VISITORS: RICHARD NIXON HELPED CHANGE THE COURSE NOT
ONLY OF AMERICA BUT OF THE ENTIRE WORLD. HE BELIEVED
IN RETURNING POWER TO THE PEOPLE. SO HE éREATED
REVENUE SHARING. // AND THAT YOUNG PEOPLE SHOULD BE
FREE TO CHOOSE THEIR FUTURES. SO RICHARD NIXON ENDED
THE DRAFT. // HE HELPED THE UNITED STATES REACH NEW
HORIZONS IN SPACE AND TECHNOLOGY. BEGAN A PIONEERING
CANCER INITIATIVE THAT GAVE HOPE AND LIFE TO MILLIONS.
//  HE KNEW THAT THE GREAT OUTDOORS IS PRECIOUS, BUT
FRAGILE. SO HE CREATED THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

AGENCY -- AN HISTORIC STEP TO HELP PRESERVE, AND WISELY

USE, OUR NATURAL RESOURCES. //

ALL OF THIS RICHARD NIXON DID. YET FUTURE
GENERATIONS WILL REMEMBER HIM MOST FOR DEDICATING HIS

LIFE TO THE GREATEST CAUSE OFFERED ANY PRESIDENT -- THE

CAUSE OF PEACE AMONG NATIONS. //
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RICHARD NIXON ENDURED MUCH IN HIS QUEST FOR "PEACE
WITH HONOR"™ IN VIET NAM. HE KNEW THAT TRUE PEACE MEANS
THE TRIUMPH OF FREEDOM -- NOT MERELY THE ABSENCE OF
WAR. // AS PRESIDENT, HE SERVED THIS COUNTRY'S SPECIAL
MISSION TO HELP THOSE AROUND THE WORLD FOR WHOM AMERICA
HAS ALWAYS BEEN A "MORNING STAR OF LIBERTY." ENGAGING
IN DIPLOMATIC SUMMITRY -- AND HELPING CHANGE THE POST-
WAR BI-POLAR GLOBE. //
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WHO CAN FORGET HOW IN MOSCOW, RICHARD NIXON SIGNED

THE FIRST AGREEMENT TO LIMIT STRATEGIC NUCLEAR ARMS --
GIVING NEW HOPE TO THE WORLD FOR LASTING PEACE? // OR
HOW HE PLANTED THE FIRST FRAGILE SEEDS OF PEACE IN THE
MIDDLE EAST: GOLDA MEIR CREDITED HIM WITH SAVING ISRAEL
DURING THE YOM KIPPUR WAR. // EVEN NOW, MEMORIES
RESOUND OF PRESIDENT NIXON'S TRIP TO CHINA -- THE WEEK
THAT REVOLUTIONIZED THE WORLD. NO AMERICAN PRESIDENT
HAD EVER STOOD ON THE SOIL OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA. AS RICHARD NIXON STEPPED FROM AIR FORCE ONE AND
EXTENDED HIS HAND TO CHOU EN-LAI, HIS VISION ENDED MORE
THAN TWO DECADES OF ISOLATION. // "BEING PRESIDENT,"
HE OFTEN SAID, "IS NOTHING COMPARED WITH WHAT YOU CAN
DO AS PRESIDENT." MR. PRESIDENT, YOU WORKED WITH EVERY
FIBER OF YOUR BEING TO HELP ACHIEVE "A GENERATION OF
PEACE." // TODAY, AS THE MOVEMENT TOWARD DEMOCRACY
SWEEPS OUR GLOBE, YOU CAN TAKE GREAT PRIDE THAT HISTORY
WILL SAY OF YOU: "HERE WAS A TRUE ARCHITECT OF PEACE."
/1
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THERE HAVE BEEN, LITERALLY, MILLIONS OF WORDS
WRITTEN ABOUT RICHARD NIXON. BUT LET ME CLOSE WITH A
PASSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF. IT COMES FROM HIS
FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS -- JANUARY 20, 1969 -- WHERE
THE NEW PRESIDENT SPOKE OF HOW "THE GREATEST HONOR
HISTORY CAN BESTOW IS THE TITLE OF PEACEMAKER."//

HE BEGAN BY NOTING THAT WITHIN THE LIFETIME OF
MOST PRESENT, MANKIND WOULD CELEBRATE A NEW YEAR WHICH
OCCURS ONLY ONCE IN A THOUSAND YEARS -~ THE START OF A
NEW MILLENNIUM. AND THAT AMERICA HAD THE CHANCE TO
"LEAD THE WORLD ONTO THAT HIGH GROUND OF PEACE THAT MAN
HAS DREAMED OF SINCE THE DAWN OF CIVILIZATION."

FINALLY, RICHARD NIXON CONCLUDED: "IF WE SUCCEED,
GENERATIONS TO COME WILL SAY OF US THAT WE HELPED MAKE
THE WORLD SAFE FOR MANKIND. I BELIEVE THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE ARE READY TO ANSWER THIS CALL.™ //
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MR. PRESIDENT, YOU HELPED AMERICA ANSWER ITS
"SUMMONS TO GREATNESS." THANK YOU FOR SERVING THE
CAUSE OF PEACE. GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILY. AND
NOW, IT IS MY DISTINCT PLEASURE AND HONOR TO INTRODUCE
THE 37TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
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CLOSE HOLD  scamerne

WHITE HOUSE STAFIEISNG MEMORANDUM

JL17 P2:

DATE:___ //16/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: /- //90 NOON
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NIXON LIBRARY DEDICATION
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O ! MCCLURE O O
SUNUNU O J NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT ‘———% O PORTER / O
DARMAN O O ROGICH O {
CARD / O UNTERMEYER O O
CICCONI 0O J ROGERS O /
DEMAREST O O WINSTON O A
FITZWATER { O O O
GRAY O O O 0O
HAGIN 0 O 0 O
HOLIDAY a O O O

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than NOON, Tuesday, July 17, with a copy to my
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: July 17, 1990

R Grdsp Winston CLOSE Hoip

The NGC staff concurs in the attached statementy with changes as indicated.
Béeng Scogrz?t

. . ) James W. Cicconi
cc: Jim Cicconi Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NIXON LIBRARY

YORBA LINDA, CALIFORNIA
THURSDAY, JULY 19, 1990

10:30 A.M.
déﬁi(ka(

and Mrs. Nixon. -How pleased I am to see you.

Mrs. Reagan, President and Mrs. Ford. Secretary

Preside
President and

Mosbacher. Reverend Graham, Senior Members of the Nixon

Administratjion, Governor Deukmejian, Senator Wilson, Chief

Justice Burger, Vicky Carr. Those great American heroes -- our

,ﬂ%fw Viet Nam Prisoners of War. Ladies and gentlemen. Thank you,—Mgfedc
gibn ,
(&pﬁiik’ for that introduction. And to all of you, for the
s M. ot . : . ‘ ;
gﬁhiwf‘ privilege of helping to dedicate this beautiful Library of the

ay -- as he put it --
*hx(&bmwivﬁf/
America's "mystic chords of memory." To TR, }t’meant the "bully

call \\f\. A 3 bDW (Lf’f VA ‘ﬁ‘#:l
pulpit,".xaﬁllctéﬂg Americasat-her mest-vital. And it was Dwight
Eisenhower -- beloved Ike -- who described its power "to proclaim
anew our faith," and summon "lightness against the dark."

Gonchn Prgrilen 6 a0
To occupy this office is to feel a kinship withAthese,aad

—~other-Presidents. Each iﬁL&dua&, in his own way, sought to do

right -- and thus achieve good. // Each felt a sacred obligation

to serve the idea we call America. And each wondered, I suspect,

how they could be worthy of God, and man. //

This year, an estimated 1.5 million people will visit

Presidential museums and libraries. Exploring the lives of these

A svwmd. D gmmke ko b ) ane e



Aown
2
Presidents passed/-- like oral history -- from one generation to
another. // They will see how each President is like a finely-

Sohvs Wil —elive

cut prism with many facets. | Their achievements, and their

Cow M\WN -IQ

philosophxj ATheir familyf and their humanity. //

In Santa Barbara, for instance, visitors will soon see the
library of my distinguished predecessor, the 40th President of
the United States, and Mrs. Reagan. To Ronald Reagan, I say:

"We will not soon forget how you truly blessed America." //

Look, next, to Michigan -- where a museum and library honors

the 38th President of the United States, Gerald Ford, and Mrs.

Ford. An entire Nation is grateful for vour leadership and love

of country. //

Tomorrow morning, the first visitors will enter our newest
Presidential Library. They will note that only FDR.ran as many
times as Richard Nixon -- five -- for national office: Each
winning four elections. And that more people voted for Richard

ST
Nixon as President than any, man in history. // They will hear of
Horatio Alger and Alger Hiss. Of the book, 8ix Crises, and the
seventh crisis, Watergate. // They will think of Checkers --

gir, Thay w/'i ow again
yes,—Mr.—President

Millie's role model. // And, , your answer to

my "Vision thing" -- "Let me make this perfectly clear." //

Many of these visitors will know of your times as President:
Perhaps as tumultuous as any since Lincoln's. And of your goal
as President: A world where peace would link the community of
nations. Yet other young visitors will not remember the years

1969-74. They had not even been born when Richard Nixon became
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President. So to help them understand our 37th President, here
is what I would tell those who journey to Yorba Linda. //

I would say, first: Look at perhaps the truest index of
any man -- his family. Think of his mother -- a gentle Quaker -
- and his father, who built their small frame house less than 100
yards from here. And his daughters, Tricia and Julie. Any
parent would be proud of children with the loyalty and love of
these two women. // Think, finally, of a gracious First Lady who
ranks among the most admired women of post-Werdd War II America.

The woman we know, and love, as Pat. //

As First Lady, Pat Nixon championed the Right to Read
program, and brought the "Parks to People" program to the
disabled and disadvantaged. She refurbished the White House and
opened it to more Americans than ever before. She was our most
widely traveled First Lady =-- visiting five continents and 22
Nations. Overcoming the poverty and tragedy of her childhood to
become a mirror of America's heart, and love. // When, in 1958,
foreign mobs stoned the Nixons' car, she was, a reporter said,
"stronger than any man." Yet it was also Pat who moved pianist
Duke Ellington, at a White House dinner, to improvise a melody.
"I shall pick a name," he said, "gentle, graceful -- like
Patricia." // Mrs. Nixon, the Secret Service called you
"Starlight." Your husband has said it best: You "fit that name
to a T." //

Next, I would say to visitors here: Look at Richard Nixon

the man. // He had an intellectual's complexity. He was an
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author / eight books /] each composed on his famous yellow legal

pads // ho, like his favorite author, Tolstoy, admired the
dignity /of manual labor. He worked in the most pragmatic of
arenas/ -- yet insisted that “polit%ps is poetry, not prose." //
He bglieved in love of country, and:God -= in loyalty to friends,

and/ protecting loved ones. He was also a soft touch when it came

((Let me repeat a story which President Nixon himself
enjoys. // One day, greeting an airport crowd, he heard a young
girl shouting, "How is Smokey the Bear?" // at that time, living
in the Washington Zoo. The girl kept repeating the question.

Not understanding her words, the President turned to an aide for
translation. // "Smokey the Bear," the aide mumbled, pointing to
the girl. "wWashington National Zoo." // Triumphant, President
Nixon walked over, extended his hand, and said: "How do you do /

Miss Bear?")) ///

Now, I'm not one to criticize verbal confusion. —After—ail, .

defeated rivals like his <deas friend Hubert Humphrey. Or saw /
that when the POWS returned home in early '73 to a White House [
Dinner, each wife received a corsage. // Just as Richard Nixon

was extraordinarily controversial, he could also be uncommonly

sensitive to the feelings of other people. // i

This brings me to what I would next tell those who travel to

Yorba Linda. What President Nixon said of Dwight Eisenhower in a
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1969 eulogy ﬁas true, also, of himself: He "came from the heart

of America." Not geographically, perhaps, but culturally. //

Richard Nixon was the quintessence of Middle America, and
touched deep chords of résponse in millions of her citizens. As
President, upholding what he termed the "Silent Majority" from
Dallas to Davenport, Syracuse to Siler City. // He loved
America's good, quiet, decent people; he spoke for them; he
felt, deeply, on their behalf. l/ Theodore White would say:
"Middle America had been without a great leader for generations,
and in Richard Nixon it . . . elevated a man of talent énd
ability." // For millions of Americans, this President became
something they had rarely known: A voice -- speaking loudly, and
eloquently, for their values and their dreams. !/

Finally, and most importantly, I would say to visitors:
Richard Nixon helped change the course not only of America but of
the entire world. He believed in returning power to the people.
So he created revenue sharing. // And that young people should
be free to choose their futures. So Richard Nixon ended the
draft. // He helped the United States reach new horizons in
space and technology. Began a pioneering cancer initiative that
gave hope and life to millions. // He knew that the great
outdoors is precious, but fragile. So he created the
Environmental Protection Agency -~ an historic step to help

preserve, and wisely use, our natural resources. ]/
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All ¢f this Richard Nixon did. Yet future generations will

atown,

remember him most for dedicating his life to the greatest cause

offered any President -- the cause of peace among Nations. //

Richard Nixon believed that true peace means the triumph of
freedom -- not merely the absence of war. So he endured much in

his quest for "Peace With Honor" in Viet Nam. // Yet he also
bﬁ\-«ﬁ Mad,, hy alaw A\‘VL’ lon

understood America's special mission to fﬁ%iﬁ;

\ Ann

So he engaged in diplomatic summitry -- and helped change the

<o Hhe ot Retidend B VIGH Ho

post-war bi-polar globe. //

Who can forget how in Moscow, President leon signed the-\\\;fiiji\

fragile seeds of peace in the Middle East: Golda Meir credited 45<\g§
him with saving Israel during the Yom Kippur War. // Even now, 6222:
memories resound of President Nixon's trip to China -- the week

that revolutionized the world. No American President had ever

stood on the soil of the People's Republic of China. As Richard

Nixon stepped from Air Force One and extended his hand to Chou

En-lai, his vision ended more than two decades of isolation. //

"Being President," he often said, "is nothing compared with what

you can 4o as President." ~ME::E£§Sidens,-X9u worked with every

fiber of your being to help achieve "A Generation of Peace." //

Today, as the movement toward democracy sweeps our globe, you can

take great pride that history will say of you: "Here was a true

architect of peace."
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There hé;e been, literally, millions of words written about
Richard Nixon. But let me close with a passage from the
President himself. It comes from his first Inaugural Address --
January 20, 1969 -- where the new President spoke of how "the
greatest honor history can bestow is the title of peacemaker."//

He began by noting that within the lifetime of most present,
mankind would celebrate a new year which occurs only once in a
thousand years -- the start of a new millennium. And that
America had the chance to "lead the world onto that high ground
of peace that man has dreamed of since the dawn of civilization.'

\Finally, Richard-Nixon-cencluded: "If we succeeed,

generations to come will say of us that we helped make the world

safe for mankind. I believe the American people are ready to

answer this call." //

.ﬁ}And now, it is my distinct pleasure and
honor to introduce the 37th President of the United States.
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President and Mrs. Nixon. How pleased I am to see you. -

President and Mrs. Reagan, President and Mrs. Ford. Secretary
Mosbacher. Reverend Graham, Senior Members of the Nixon
Administration, Governor Deukmejian, Senator Wilson, Chief
Justice Burger, Vicky Carr. Those great American heroes -- our
Viet Nam Prisoners of War. Ladies and gentlemen. Thank you, Mr.
President, for that introduction. And to all of you, for the
privilege of helping to dedicate this beautiful Library of the
37th President of the United States.

To Lincoln, the Presidency helped play -- as he put it --
America's "mystic chords of memory." To TR, it meant the "bully
pulpit," reflecting America at her most vital. And it was Dwight
Eisenhower -- beloved Ike -- who described its power "to proclaim
anew our faith," and summon "lightness against the dark."

To occupy this office is to feel a kinship with these and
other Presidents. Each of whom, in his own way, sought to do

right -- and thus achieve good. // Each felt a sacred obligation

to serve the idea we call America. And each wondered, I suspect,
how they could be worthy of God, and man. //
This year, an estimated 1.5 million people will visit

Presidential museums and libraries. Exploring the lives of these
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Presidents passed JC like oral history -- from one generation to
another. // They,;will see how each President is like a finely-

cut prism with many facets. Their achievements, and their

philosophy. Their family, and their humanity. //

i ST

M‘\ . [] [} L]
In Santa Barbara, for instance, visitors will soon see the
library-ef my—distifiguished predecessor, the 40th President of
the United States, and Mrs. Reagan. To Ronald Reagan, I say:

"We will not soon forget how you truly blessed America." //

Look, next, to Michigan -- where a museum and library honors
the 38th President of the United States, Gerald Ford, and Mrs.

Ford. An entire Nation is grateful for your leadership and love

of country. // hAfAﬂ
Tomorrow morning, the first visitors will enter o newest \uef 4o

Presidential Library. They will note that only FDR ran as many ?’

Trundedi

times as Richard Nixon -- five -- for national office: Each (b .
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winning four elections. And that more people voted for Richard{??éiéff:
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Nixon as President than any man in history. // They will hear of ?Uﬁ¢a;
Mo

Horatio Alger and Alger Hiss. Of the book, 8ix Crises, and the ,éﬁ N
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seventh crisis, Watergate. // They will think of Checkers —-- Tbins plinay,

Millie's role model. // And, yes, Mr. President, your answer to bouet ¢
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my "Vision thing" -- "Let me make this perfectly clear." // (' cersat
bed

Many of these visitors will know of your times as President: = Lt

praksl 1,

Perhaps as tumultuous as any since Lincoln's. And of your goal 4

as President: A world where peace would link the community of
nations. Yet other young visitors will not remember the years

1969-74. They had not even been born when Richard Nixon became
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President. So to help them understand our 37th President, here
is what I would tell those who journey to Yorba Linda. //

I would say, first: Look at perhaps the truest index of
any man -- his family. Think of his mother -- a gentle Quaker -
- and his father, who built their small frame house less than 100
yards from here. And his daughters, Tricia and Julie. Any
parent would be proud of children with the loyalty and love of
these two_womeh. // Think, finally, of a gracious First Lady who
ranks among the most admired women of post-World War II America.

The woman we know, and love, as Pat. //

As First Lady, Pat Nixon championed the Right to Read o olie
' [T fz
program, and brought the "Parks to People" program to theﬁ” 2ﬂu
disabled and disadvantaged. She refurbished the White House ané;ujuwme
"“w*

opened it to more Americans tﬁg;/;;;; before. / She was our most /W”
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//‘ .
widely traveled First Lady -- visiting five continentg\sﬁf\:z
Nations. Overcoming the poverty and tragedy of her chil d\\\\
/ZA/‘O Ib
become a mirror of America's heart, and love. // When, in 1958, W&
641#""
foreign mobs stoned the Nixons' car, she was, a reporter said, 4hw¢ l“f

AL
"stronger than any man." Yet it was also Pat who moved pianist No nlcerol

Duke Ellington, at a Whit;\ﬁouse dinner, to improvise a melody. H’f&iﬁﬁ?
"I shall pick a name," he said, "gentle, graceful -- like

Patricia." // Mrs. Nixon, the Secret Service called you

"Starlight." Your husband has said it best: You "fit that name -
toa T." // B

Next, I would say to visitors here: Look at Richard Nixon

the man. // He had an intellectual's complexity. He was an
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author / eight books // each composed on his famous yellow legal
pads // who, like his favorite author, Tolstoy, admired the
dignity of manual labor. He worked in the most pragmatic of
arenas ~-- yet insisted that "politics is poetry, not prose." //
He believed in love of country, and God -- in loyalty to friends,
and protecting loved ones. He was also a soft touch when it came
to kids. // Believe me, I can empathize. //

((Let me repeat a story which President Nixon himself
enjoys. // One day, greeting an airport crowd, he heard a young
girl shouting, "How is Smokey the Bear?" // at that time, living
in the Washington Zoo. The girl kept repeating the question.

Not understanding her words, the President turned to an aide for
translation. // "Smokey the Bear," the aide mumbled, pointing to
the girl. "Washington National Zoo." // Triumphant, President
Nixon walked over, extended his hand, and said: "How do you do /
Miss Bear?")) ///

Now, I'm not one to criticize verbal confusion. After all,
some say English is my only foreign language. // President Nixon
was merely being kind. Just as he mailed hand-written letters to
defeated rivals like his dear friend Hubert Humphrey. Or saw
that when the POWS returned home in early '73 to a White House
Dinner, each wife received a corsage. // Just as Richard Nixon
was extraordinarily controversial, he could also be uncommonly
sensitive to the feelings of other people. //

This brings me to what I would next tell those who travel to

Yorba Linda. What President Nixon said of Dwight Eisenhower in a
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1969 eulogy was true, also, of himself: He "“came from thé heart "¢ v
of America." Not geographically, perhaps, but gg;;g;gi;x. !/ wj;V%”}

Richard Nixon was the quintessence of Middle America, and ‘@‘29-
touched deep chords of response in millions of her citizens. As
President, upholding what he termed the "Silent Majority" from
Dallas to Davenport, Syracuse to Siler City. // He loved
America's good, quiet, decent peopleE:;gg_gggéé for them; he
felt, deeply, on their behalf'/77/’;;eodore White would say:

"Middle America had been with reat leader for geénerations,

V

and in Richard Nixon it . . . elevated a man of talent and
ability." // For millions of Americans, this President became
something they had rarely known: A voice -- speaking loudly, and
eloquently, for their values and their dreams. //

Finally, and most importantly, I would say to visitors:
Richard Nixon helped change the course not only of America but of
the entire world. He believed in returning power to the people.
So he created revenue sharing. // And that young people should
be free to choose their futures. So Richard Nixon ended the
draft. // He helped the United States reach new horizons in
space and technology. Began a pioneering cancer initiative that
gave hope and life to millions. // He knew that the great
outdoors is precious, but fragile. So he created the

Environmental Protection Agency -- an historic step to help

preserve, and wisely use, our natural resources. //
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All of this Richard Nixon did. Yet future generations will
remember him most for dedicating his life to the greatest cause
offered any President -- the cause of peace among Nations. //

Richard Nixon believed that true peace means the triumph of
freedom -- not merely the absence of war. So he endured much in
his quest for "Peace With Honor" in Viet Nam. // Yet he also
understood America's special mission to end the brutality of war.
So he engaged in diplomatic summitry -- and helped change the
post-war bi-polar globe. //

Who can forget how in Moscow, President Nixon signed the
‘first agreement of the nuclear age to protect our environment and
limit strategic nuclear arms? // Or how he planted the first
fragile seeds of peace in the Middle East: Golda Meir credited
him with saving Israel during the Yom Kippur War. // Even now,
memories resound of President Nixon's trip to China -- the week
that revolutionized the world. No American President had ever
stood on the soil of the People's Republic of China. As Richard
Nixon stepped from Air Force One and extended his hand to Chou
En-lai, his vision ended more than two decades of isolation. //
"Being President," he often said, "is nothing compared with what
you can do as President." Mr. President, you worked with every
fiber of your being to help achieve "A Generation of Peace." //
Today, as the movement toward democracy sweeps our globe, you can
take great pride that history will say of you: "Here was a true

architect of peace."



7

There have been, literally, millions of words written about
Richard Nixon. But let me close with a passage from the
President himself. It comes from his first Inaugural Address --
January 20, 1969 -- where the new President spoke of how "the
greatest honor history can bestow is the title of peacemaker."//

He began by noting that within the lifetime of most present,
mankind would celebrate a new year which occurs only once in a
thousand years -- the start of a new millennium. And that
America had the chance to "lead the world onto that high ground
of peace that man has dreamed of since the dawn of civilization.”

Finally, Richard Nixon concluded: "If we succeeed,
generations to come will say of us that we helped make the world
safe for mankind. I believe the American people are ready to
answer this call." //

Mr. President, you helped America answer its "summons to
greatness." Thank you for serving the cause of peace. God bless
you and your family. And now, it is my distinct pleasure and
honor to introduce the 37th President of the United States.

# # # #



