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GREEK ORTHODOX KEYNOTE
SHERATON HOTEL
THURSDAY, JuLy 12, 1990

THANK YOU, TED. . YOUR ALL HOLINESS: ONCE AGAIN,
WELCOME TO THE CAPITAL OF OUR GREAT NATION. IT IS AN
EXTRAORDINARY PRIVILEGE TONIGHT TO BE WITH YOU AND YOUR
DISTINGUISHED DELEGATION, AND ALSO TO BE WITH
ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS LYAH-KUH-VOSE1l, WHO HAS
DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF IN THE 30 YEARS HE HAS BEEN THE

SPIRITUAL LEADER OF YOUR CHURCH IN THE AMERICAS. //

YOUR ALL HOLINESS, MEETING WITH YOU EARLIER TODAY
WAS A RARE AND INSPIRING OPPORTUNITY. ONCE AGAIN, I
EXPRESS MY'PROFOUND RESPECT. YOU ARE A HOLY MAN OF
GREAT SPIRITUALITY, VISION AND HUMILITY -- A GENTLE AND
REVERED PILGRiM ON A MISSION OF PEACE.

WE ARE SPECIALLY BLESSED TO BE PART OF YOUR
HISTORIC JOURNEY: THE FIRST TIME IN THE 1400-YEAR
HISTORY OF THE PATRIARCHATE [PAY-TREE-AR-KATE] THAT THE
SUCCESSOR TO ST. ANDREW HAS VISITED THE WESTERN
HEMISPHERE. ///
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AND GREETINGS TO ALL OF YOU MEMBERS OF THE 30TH
CLERGY-LAITY CONFERENCE, FROM 555 PARISHES ACROSS THE
SWEEP OF THE AMERICAS. I STILL REMEMBER THE OUTPOURING
OF WARMTH YOU GAVE ME WHEN I HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF
ADDRESSING YOU TWO YEARS AGO. IT IS A DELIGHT TO SEE
YOU AGAIN, BECAUSE I FEEL THAT WE HAVE A SPECIAL BOND.
IN PARTICULAR, I CHERISH THE GREEK-AMERICAN LEGACY OF
PUTTING FAMILY VALUES FIRST. THIS IS THE FINEST _
EXAMPLE OF WHAT OUR COUNTRY NEEDS IN ORDER TO BE STRONG
AND WISE AND FLOURISHING.

WE ADMIRE YOUR UNFLINCHING DEVOTION TO THE PASSING
ON OF CLEAR MORAL VALUES, AND YOUR EMPHASIS ON THE
IMPORTANCE OF A GOOD EDUCATION. I NOTED THAT IN THE
CENSUS RETURNS FOR THE LAST THREE DECADES, YOU HAVE
RANKED THE HIGHEST OF ANY COMMUNITY IN EDUCATION.
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ALSO, YOU STRESS HARD WORK AND THE INDIVIDUAL
INITIATIVE THAT CREATES OPPORTUNITY -- AND THUS HAVE
BECOME THE BACKBONE OF SMALL BUSINESSES THROUGHOUT THIS
COUNTRY. AND STATISTICS SHOW THAT THROUGH YOUR SHINING
EXAMPLE OF LOVE AND FAITH AND FAMILY TRADITION, YOU
'HAVE ALMOST NO CRIME AND DRUG PROBLEMS. HOW WONDERFUL
THAT 3,000 OF YOUR YOUNG PEOPLE THIS WEEK TOOK PART.IN
A FORUM ABOUT THE BITTER PLAGUE OF DRUGS. //

I ALSO ADMIRE YOUR STRENGTH AS A COMMUNITY IN
WHICH YOUR GREEK ORTHODOXY MEANS YOUR DEEPLY-ROOTED
SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AS WELL AS THE RICHNESS OF YOUR
CULTURAL LIFE. IN AN AGE WHEN SO MANY CHALLENGES
THREATEN THE FABRIC OF OUR SOCIETY, YOUR INTENSE
DEVOTION TO YOUR FAITH AND TRADITIONS HAVE MADE YOU
MESSENGERS OF HOPE. YOU SHARE THE RICHNESS OF YOUR
ANCIENT;‘UNDIVIDED FAITH.
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YOU HAVE IMPRESSED US WITH THE VIBRANT ETHNIC

- VITALITY OF YOUR IMMIGRANT PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS,
AND WITH YOUR COMMITMENT TO CHRISTIAN SERVICE BOTH HERE
AND IN THE LANDS OF YOUR ANCESTORS' BIRTH. THEY WERE-
DRAWN HERE BY THE BEACON OF LIBERTY'S TORCH. NOW YOU
ARE SHINING YOUR OWN BEACON OF PROMISE BACK TO YOUR
HOMELANDS -- ALWAYS REMEMBERING THE WORDS OF YOUR GREEK
NATIONAL ANTHEM: “NOW AS EVER VALOR PRIZING/HAIL, ALL
HAIL SWEET LIBERTY!"™ ///

AND WHAT A SPLENDID PLACE WASHINGTON IS FOR YOU TO
MEET. HERE, IN HIS HOMETOWN, YOU CAN PROUDLY TELL THE
STORY OF YOUR GREEK-AMERICAN PREDECESSOR CONSTANTINO
BRUMIDI [CON-STAN-TEE-NO BROO-MEE-DEE], THE
MICHELANGELO OF THt U.S. CAPITOL. MORE THAN 100 YEARS
AGO, HE PRODUCED THOSE ELOOUENT FRIEZES SHOWING SCENES
FROM AMERICAN HISTORY AND SAID WITH REVERENCE: “MY ONE
AMBITION IS THAT I MAY LIVE LONG ENOUGH TO MAKE
BEAUTIFUL THE CAPITOL OF THE ONE COUNTRY ON EARTH IN
WHICH THERE IS LIBERTY."
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AND, IN WASHINGTON, YOU CAN REJOICE IN THE
MAGNIFICENCE OF YOUR CATHEDRAL OF ST. SOPHIA. WHEN I
WAS VICE-PRESIDENT, I USED TO LIVE JUST DOWN THE ROAD
FROM AGHIA SOPHIA [UH-HEE-UH SO-FEE-UH1: THE CATHEDRAL
OF HOLY WISDOM. HOW IMPRESSIVE IS ITS RICH BYZANTINE
STYLE. HOW MOVING THE SIGHT OF ITS CANDLELIT ICONS AND
ASTONISHING MOSAICS. IT MUST HAVE BEEN A PLACE OF RARE
BEAUTY MUCH LIKE THIS THAT, BACK IN THE 10TH CENTURY,
INSPIRED THE ENVOYS OF PRINCE VLADIMIR TO BRING YOUR
ORTHODOX FAITH TO KIEV. FOR THEY SAID THAT UPON THEIR
FIRST GLIMPSE INSIDE AN ORTHODOX CHURCH IN .
CONSTANTINOPLE: "WE KNEW NOT WHETHER WE WERE IN HEAVEN
OR EARTH." |

- YOUR ALL HOLINESS, YOU ARE TODAY TRYING TO BRING THE
PEACE OF HEAVEN TO THIS EARTHLY LIFE. YOUR GLOBAL
VISION IS ONE OF HOPE. HOPE FOR WHAT WE CAN DO WITH AND
FOR YOUR 250 MILLION SPIRITUAL CHILDREN -- SO MANY OF
WHOM HAVE LIVED IN THE CHILL DARKNESS OF RELIGIOUS
PERSECUTION. THE WORLD REJOICES THAT THE NEW FREEDOMS
OF THE PAST YEAk MEAN THAT YOUR ORTHODOX FOLLOWERS IN
SO MANY LANDS ARE NOW ONCE AGAIN ABLE TO FOLLOW FREELY
AND OPENLY THE ROAD OF HOLY LIGHT. - //
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WE CELEBRATE THE DAWN OF HOPE FOR THESE PEOPLE,
PARTICULARLY THOSE FOR WHOM YOU SPEAK IN EASTERN
EUROPE. AND WE ALSO CELEBRATE THE TREMENDOUS STRENGTH
OF SPIRIT WHICH HAS SUSTAINED THEM THROUGH THESE
GENERATIONS OF REPRESSION.

SPIRIT LIKE THAT OF THE 50 MILLION RUSSIAN ORTHODOX
BELIEVERS WHO STILL DREAM OF THE DAY WHEN THEY CAN
WORSHIP OPENLY IN THEIR FAITH -- WHICH IS, AFTER ALL,
930 YEARS OLDER THAN COMMUNISM ITSELF. WE KNOW THAT
DAY WILL COME BECAUSE, AS A PERSECUTOR QF ORTHODOXY
ADMITTED, "RELIGION IS LIKE A NAIL. THE HARDER YOU HIT
IT, THE DEEPER IT GOES INTO THE WOOD.™ //

BUT WHILE THE EVENTS OF THIS PAST YEAR HAVE BEEN A
GLORIOUS BEGINNING, THERE IS STILL MUCH TO DO. BECAUSE
PEACE IS MORE THAN JUST THE ABSENCE OF WAR. //

AS WE CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERTY FOR ALL,
OUR WAY WILL BE LIT WITH THE INNER RADIANCE OF PASTORAL
PILGRIMS OF PEACE LIKE YOUR ALL HOLINESS.
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I HAVE OFTEN SPOKEN OF HOPE AS "A THOUSAND. POINTS
OF LIGHT," ABLAZE IN THE BLACK SKY. SO I HAS STRUCK BY
THIS CONFERENCE'S THEME: "WALK AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT."
AND I NOTICED HOW THIS VERSE BEGAN IN EPHESIANS [UH-
FEE-SHUNS1: "FOR YOU WERE ONCE DARKNESS BUT NOW YOU
ARE LIGHT."

EASTERN EUROPE WAS ONCE IN DARK BONDAGE AND NOW
BEGINS TO SEE BY THE PALE GLOW OF A NEW DAWN. IT IS
LIKE YOUR OWN EASTER MID-NIGHT SERVICE. AS THE PRIEST
CALLS "COME AND RECEIVE THE LIGHT," HE BRINGS A CANDLE
FROM THE ALTAR INTO THE UNBROKEN BLACKNESS OF THE
CHURCH. THEN HE PASSES THE FLAME TO EACH WORSHIPPER'S
OWN INDIVIDUAL CANDLE, UNTIL THE CHURCH IS ABLAZE WITH
FLICKERING LIGHTS PROUDLY SHINING TOGETHER TO DEFEAT
THE DARK.
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YOUR ALL HOLINESS, YOU ARE THAT CANDLE. YOUR
FAITHFUL HERE AND AROUND THE WORLD ARE THAT
CONGREGATION WHICH TAKES THE LIGHT OF YOUR VISION AND
- SPREADS IT THROUGH ALL LANDS. ///

I WAS TOUCHED TO HEAR THAT DURING THIS TRIP YOU
WILL BE WALKING ACROSS THE "PEACE BRIDGE" THAT LINKS
THE U.S. AND CANADA. WHAT A WONDERFUL SYMBOL OF WHAT
ALL INDIVIDUALS AND NATIONS MUST DO: BUILD PEACE
BRIDGES THAT LINK -- NOT SEPARATE -- NATIONS. THEN
WALK UPON THOSE BRIDGES TO MEET OTHERS HALFWAY, IN
"ORDER TO CELEBRATE OUR SIMILARITIES, NOT TO BATTLE OUR
DIFFERENCES. /// |

TOGETHER WE ASK YOUR PRAYERS, YOUR ALL HOLINESS,
THAT GOD WILL GUIDE US IN OUR EFFORTS FOR PEACE AND
THAT THE WIDE ARMS OF FAITH AND FORGIVENESS WILL ONE
DAY SOON EMBRACE A WORLD WITH JUSTICE AND COMPASSION
FOR ALL.

| GOD BLESS YOU, YOUR ALL HOLINESS, AND GOD BLESS
EVERY ONE OF YOU GATHERED HERE TONIGHT.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 9, 1990

INFORMATION:

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFE

SUBJECT: ORTHODOX CONFERENCE ADDRESS

I. SUMMARY

On Thursday evening, July 12, 1990, you will be the keynote
speaker at a banquet honoring His All Holiness Dimitrios I,
Ecumenical Patriarch of the Orthodox Church. (You will have met
with him in the Oval Office earlier that day.) This is the final
event of the 30th Biennial Clergy-Laity Conference of the Greek
Orthodox Church of North America. (You addressed their last
Conference, in Boston in 1988.)

In attendance will be approximately 3,500 Greek Orthodox
delegates, friends, and representatives of other Orthodox
denominations in the United States.

IT. DISCUSSION

Primarily due to the Greek-Turkish situation, the Patriarch
is committed to being apolitical. However, on this trip, in
addition to bringing the Orthodox message of peace, he is also
discussing the role religion can play in the emerging democracies
in Eastern Europe and in the Soviet Union.

Your remarks (8 minutes, teleprompter), therefore,
concentrate on the messages of: peace; religious freedom in
Eastern Europe; celebration of the Greek-American culture and
faith; and honor to His All Holiness. The atmosphere of this
evening will be celebratory (it is the first visit of an
Ecumenical Patriarch to the Western Hemisphere); reverential (he
is the spiritual leader of 250 million Orthodox followers, not
just Greek Orthodox); and non-political.

(N.B. The bracketed material is being cleared with NSC for
appropriateness.)
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GREEK ORTHODOX KEYNOTE

Thank you, Ted. Your All Holiness: once again, welcome to
the capital of our great nation. It is an extraordinary
privilege to be with you tonight, and also to be with Archbishop
Takovos, who has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has
been the spiritual leader of your church in the.Americas.

Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a rare
and inspiring oﬁportunity. Once again, I express my profound
- respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and
humility -- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.

We are specially blessed to be part of your historic journey:
the first time in the 1400-year history of the Patriarchate that
the successor to St. Andrew has visited the Western Hemisphere.//

Members of the 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember the outpouring of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a special bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family
values first. This is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and wise and flourishing.

We admire your unflinching devotion to the passing on of clear
moral values, and your emphasis on the importance of a good
education. I noted that in the census returns for the last three

decades, you have ranked the highest of any community in
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education. Also, you stress hard work and the individual
initiative that creates opportunity -- and thus have become the
backbone of small businesses throughout this country. And
statistics show that through your shining example of love and
faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and drug
problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your young people this week
took part in a forum about the bitter plague of drugs. //

I also admire your strength as a community in which your
Greek Orthodoxy means your deeply-rooted spiritual beliefs as
well as the richness of your cultural life. In an age when so
many challenges threaten the fabric of our society, your intense
devotion to your faith and traditions have made you messengers of
hope. You share the richness of your ancient, undivided faith.
You have impressed us with the vibrant ethnic vitality of your
immigrant parents and grandparents, and with your commitment to
Christian service both here and in the lands of your ancestors'
birth. They were drawn here by the beacon of Liberty's torch.
Now you are shining your own beacon of promise back to your
homelands -- always remembering the words of your Greek National

Anthem: "Now as_ever valor prizing/Hail, all hail sweet

Liberty!" ///

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to meet.
Here, in his hometown, you can proudly tell the story of your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi [broo-MEE-dee],
the Michelangelo of the U.S. Capitol. More than 100 years ago,

he produced those eloquent friezes showing scenes from American
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history and said with reverence: "My-one ambition is that I may
live long enough to make beautiful the Capitol of the one country
on earth in which there is liberty."

And, in Washington, you can rejoice in the magnificence of
your Cathedral of St. Sophia. When I was Vice~President, I used
to live just down the road from Aghia Sophia [uh-BEEE-uh so-FEE-
uh]: the Cathedral of Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich.
Byzantine style. How moving the sight of its candlelit icons and
astonishing mosaics. It must have been a place of rare beauty
much like this that, back in the 10th century, inspired the
envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your Orthodox faith to Kiev.
For they said that upon their first glimpse inside an Orthodox
church in Constantinople: "we knew not whether we were in heaven
or earth."// .

Your All Holiness, you are today trying to bring the peace of
heaven to this earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 million spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chill darkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Orthodox followers in so many
lands are now once again able to follow freely and openly the
road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe. And we also cele-
brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained them

through these centuries of repression. [[The spirit of President
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Gorbachev's own mother, who continues to be a practicing member
of the Russian Orthodox Church. The spirit of President
Brezhnev's widow, who traced the sign of a cross over her husband
after the cold state funeral. The spirit of Georgi Malenkov,
Stalin's successor, who returned to his faith and died a
Christian.]]

And the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox beiievers who
dream of a day when they can worship openly in their church,
which is, after all, 930 years older than communism itself. We
know that day will come because, as a persecutor of Orthodoxy
admitted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is still
much to do.. Because peace is more than just the absence of war.
| As we continue the struggle for liberty for all, our way
will be 1it with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace
- like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of hope as "a
thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So I was
struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as children of light."
And T noticed how this verse began in Ephesians: "For you were
once darkness but now you are light."

Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-
night service. As the priest calls "come and receive the light,".
he brings a candle from the altar into the unbroken blackness of

the church. Then he passes the flame to each worshipper's own
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individual candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
lights proudly shining together to defeat the dark.
Your All Holiness, you are that candle. Your faithful here

and around the world are that congregation which takes the light -

of your vision and spreads it through all lands. //

I was touched to hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and naﬁions must
do: build peace bridges that link -- not separate -- nations.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfway, in order to
celebrate our similarities, not to battle our differences.

Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness, that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world with
justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, and God bless every one of

you gathered here tonight.

* * * * *
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suBJEcT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: CLERGY-LAITY CONFERENCE

ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 g/ MCCLURE /UG ) O
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN 0 O
SCOWCROFT A= / 0 PORTER / O
DARMAN ( O ROGICH N[, { O
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REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 5:00 PM, Tuesday, July 10, with a copy to my
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a rare
and inspiring opportunity. Once again}I express my profound
respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and
humility -- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.

We are specially blessed to be part of your historic journey:
the first time in the 1400-year history of the Patriarchate that

e !
the successor to 8t. Andrew has visited the Western Hemisphere.//

Tnem heno
My—friends of the 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still

remember the outpouring of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a special bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family
values first. This is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and wise and flourishing.

-Your priorities should become this nation's priorities. We

Glean
admire your unflinching devotion to the passing on of goed moral

(u,kL ’ y
valuesy _Your emphasis on the importance of a good education,+# I

()M.S(} Ve ‘/’C(/"YY(AJ 0% FK h ae [‘
noted that in the last three senpsuses, you, rank® the highest of

cad
N pead

any com*¥munity in education. Also, you stress hard work and the

| —
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individual initiative that echases-after opportunity -- and thus
have become the backbone of small businesses throughout this
country. And statistics show that through your shining example of
love and faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and
drug problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your geed young people
this week took part in a forum about the bitter plague of dru?gyb

I also admire your strength as a community in which your (

ao well o< /

Greek Orthodoxy means‘%he richness of your cultural life,as well

— =i

asfyour deeply-rooted splrltual bellefsa In an age when so many
challenges threaten the fabric of our society, Ep&yzﬁtenso

1o Saith anc
devotion Qt'your traditions have made you messengers of hope.
You share the richness of your ancient, undivided faith,-which-
has descended directly from the- Apesties>7 Youﬁig;ressﬂis with
the vibrant ethnic vitality of your immigrant parents and
grandparents, and with your commitment to Christian service both
here and in the lands of your ancestors' birth. They Owere drawn
here by the beacon of Liberty's torch. Now you are shining your
own beacon of promise back to your homelands =-- always
remembering the words of your Greek National Anthem: "Now as
ever valor prizing/Hail, all hail sweet Liberty!" //

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to meet.
Here, in his hometown, you can proudly te%%‘thek%gory of your
Greek-American predecessor Cogstantino Brumidi%\the Michelangelo
of the U.S. Capitol. He ;fgééégé those eloquent friezes showing

scenes from American history and said with reverence: "My one

ambition is that I may live long enough to make beautiful the

e
/
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Capitol of the one country on earth in which there is liberty."
And)in Washington/you can rejoice in the magnificence of

your Cathedral of St. Sophia. When I was Vice-President I used

f - J

to live just down the road from AghlaﬂSophla. the Cathedral of
Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich Byzantine style. How
moving the sight of its candlelit icons and astonishing mosaics.
It must have been a place of rare beauty much like this that
e ____ cewhuny —
inspired the envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your Orthodox
faith to Régsaa from Byzantlum, for they said that upon entering

S W =

aﬂchurch "we knew not whether we were in heaven or earth." //

Your All Holiness, you are today trying to bring the peace of
heaven to this earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 million spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chillvdarkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Ortpodox‘followers in so many
lands are now once again abi::zgi?;iligﬂzgg road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe,=---your distant—
'ccusinswin»Orthedexyls~ancestraiwheme1ands?;JAnd we also cele-
brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained them
through these centuries of repression.giée spirit of President
Gorbachev's own mother, who continues to be a practicing member
of the Russian Orthodox ChurchZ}he spirit of President Brezhnev's

overe QatreTacs
w1dow, who traced the sign of a cross on her husband*s—body-after
nesdate—- aftere
the cold state funeral. The spirit of Georgi Malenkov, Stalin's

0‘4{(/1~,<__
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successor, who returned to his faith and died a Christian.?;

And the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox believers who
dream of a day when they can worship openly in their church,
which is, after all, 930 years older than communism itself. We
know that day will come because, as a persecutor of Orthodoxy
admitted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is still
much to do. Because peace is more than just the absence of war.

As we continue the struggle for liberty for all, our way
will be lit with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace
like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of our world's hope 29
—be%?g "a thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So
I was struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as children of
light." As the verse cgﬁggsﬁés in Ephesians: "For you were once
darkness but now you are light. Walk then, as children of light:"

Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-
night service. As the priest calls "come and receive the light,"
he brings a candle from the altar into the unbroken blackness of e
church. Then he passes thatiligngEb each worshipper's own
individual candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
~*ittle lights proudly shining together to defeat the dark.

Your All Holiness, you are that candle. Your faithful here
and around the world are that congregation which takes the light

of your vision and spreads it through all lands. //
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I was touched to hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: build peace bridges that link -- not separate -- nations.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfway, in order to
celebrate our similarities, not to battle our differences.

Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness; that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world with
justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, and God bless every one of
you gathered here tonight.

* * * %* *
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INFORMATION:
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFE

SUBJECT: ORTHODOX CONFERENCE ADDRESS

1. SUMMARX

on Thursday evening, July 12, 1990, you will be the keynote
speaker at a banquet honoring Eis Aall Holiness Dimitrios I,
Ecumenical Patriarch of the Orthodox Church. (You will have met
with him in the Oval Office earlier that day.) This is the final
event of the 30th Biennial Clergy-Laity Conference of the Greek
Orthodox Church of North America. (You addressed their last
Conference, in Boston in 1988.)

In attendance will be approximately 3,500 Greek Orthodox
delegates, friends, and representatives of other Orthodox
denominations in the United States.

il. DISCUSSION

Primarily due to the Greek-Turkish situation, the Patriarch
is committed to being apolitical. However, on this trip, in
addition to bringing the Orthodox message of peace, he is also
discussing the role religion can play in the emerging democracies
in Eastern Europe and in the Soviet Union.

Your remarks (8 minutes, teleprompter), therefors,
concentrate on the messages of: peacs; religious freedom in
Eastern Burope; celebration of the Gresk-American culture and
faith; and honmor to Eis All Holiness. The atmosphere of this
evening will be celebratory (it is the first visit of an
Ecumenical Patriarch to the Western Hemisphere); reverential (he
is the spiritual leader of 250 million Oorthodox followers, not
just Greek Orthodox); and non-political.

(N.B. The bracketed material is being cleared with NSC for
appropriateness.)



HOUSTON, TX. ‘ NED 11 JUL 98 11:59° PG. 19
HHITE HOUSE FAX-3 HED 11 JUL 99 15:52 . PG.04

(Hinchliffe/Blymire)
July 9, 1990 10:30 a.m.
ORTHODOX

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS" " GREEX ORTHODOX KEYNOTE

Thank you, Ted. Your All Holiness: once again, welcome to
the capital of ocur great nation. It is an extraordinaryA
Privilege to be with yYou tonight, and algo to be with Archbighop
Iakovos, wh6 has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has
been the spiritual leader of your church in the Americas.

Your All Holiness, Reeting with you earlier today was a rare
and inspiring opportunity. once again, I express my profound
respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, visiea ana
humility -- a gentle and reverca Pilgrim on a mission of pexce.

We are Specially blessed to be part of your historic Jjourney:
the first time in the 1400-yaar history of the Patriarchete that
the successor to st, Andrev has visited the Western Hemiephore.//

Members of the 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember.the outpouring of warmtn you ga#e me when-I had the
privilege or addressing you'two Years ago. It ig a delight to
Se@ you again, becauses I feel that we have & special bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of butting family
values first, Thig is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and wise and flourishing.

. We admire your uhflinching devotion to the passing on of clear
moral values, and your emphasis on the importance of a good
educa;ion. I noted that in the bensus returns for the last three

decadeé; You have ranked the highest of any community in
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education. Also, you stress hard work and the individual
" initiative that creates opportunity -- and thus have become the

backbone of smali,busineéses tﬁ?éughout this country. And
gtatistica show tﬁat through your shining example of - love and
faith and tamily.tradition, you have almost no crime and drug
problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your foung people thié week
took part in a forum about the bitter plague of drugs. //

I also admire your strength as a ¢ommunity in wnién-your
Gresk Orthodoxy means your deeply—rooted spiritual beliefs as
well as the richness of your cultural life. In an age when so
many challenges threaten the tabric of our society, your intense
davotion to your faith and traditions have made you messongers of
hope. You share the richness of your ancient, undivided faith.
You have impressed'us with the vibrant ethnic vita;;ty of your
immigrant parents and grandparents, and with your commitment to
Christian service both here and in the lands of your ancestors'
pirth. They were drawn here by the beacon of Liberty's torch.
Now you are shining your own beaéon of promise back to your
homelands -- always remembering the words of your Greek National
Anthem: “Now as ever valor prizing/Hail. all hail sveet
Libertvl™ ///

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to mset.
Here, in his hometown, you can proudly tell the story ot-your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi {broo-MEE-dee],
the~u;chelan9310'of the U.S. Capitol. ﬁore than 100 years ago,

he proéuced those eloquent friezes showing scenes from American
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history an& said with raeverdnce: "My one ambition is that I may
live long enough tq mﬁko beautiful the capitol of the one country
on earth in thch there iiiilberty.“

And, in Washington, you can rejoice in the magnificence ot
your cathedril of St. Sophia. Wwhen I was Vico-Prasiden;, I used
to live juat down the road from Aghia Sophia [uh-REE-uh so-FEE-

~uh}: the Cathedral of Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich
Byzantine style. How moving the sight of its candlelit icons and
astonishing mosaics. It must have baen a place of rare beauty
nuch like this that, back in the 10th century; inspired the
envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your Orthodox faith to Kiev.
For they said that upon their first glimpse inside an Orthodox
church in cOnséantinople: "we knew not whether ws woreAin heaven
or earth."// | _

Your All Holiness, you are todayitryinq to b:inqlthc peace of
heaven to this earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do yith and for your 250 million spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chill darkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Orthodox followers in so many
lands are nov onco again abkls to follow freely and openly the
road of holy 1ight.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe. And we also cele-

brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained then

thrbugh these centuries of repression. [£Thesnirit—ofPresident<e—
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‘Bxthodox Church. The spirit

Brezhnev's widoﬁ, who traced the eigh of a cross over her husband
after the cold state _The spirit of Georgi Malenxov,

Stalin's su ~fésor, who returned BqQ his faith and died a

And the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox balievers who
dream of a day when they can worship openly in thaeir chﬁrch,
which is, after all, 930 Years older ihan communism itself. We
know that day will come bacause, as a persecutor ofr orthodoxy
adnitted, “religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is still
much to do. Because peaca is more than just the abaence of war.

As we continue the struggle for liberty for all, our way
will be 1it with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace
like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of hope as "a
thousand points of 1ight," ablaze in the black sky. sSo I was
struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as children of 1light.*
And I noticed how this verse began in Ephesians: "For you were
once darkness but now you are light."

Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-
night service. As the priast calls "come and receiva the light,"
he brings a candle from the altar into the unbrok§n blackness of

the chugéh. Then he passes the flame to each worshipper's own
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individual candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
lights proudly shining together to defeat the dark.

Your All Xoliness, you are that candle. Your faithful here
and around the world are thnﬁ.conq:oqaelon which takes the light
of your vision and spreads it through all lands. )/

I was touched to hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge® that links the U.S. and Canada.
wWhat a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: hui;d peace bridges that 1link -~ not separate -- ﬁatioﬁs.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfway, in order to
celebrate our similaritigs, not to battle our differences.

Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness, that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms of
faith and forgivenass will one day soon embrace a world with
justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, And God bless every one of
you gathered here tonight.

* * ] * *
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James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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INFORMATION:
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: BETH HINCHLIFFE

SUBJECT: ORTHODOX CONFERENCE ADDRESS

I. SUMMARY

On Thursday evening, July 12, 1990, you will be the keynote
speaker at a banquet honoring His All Holiness Dimitrios I,
Ecumenical Patriarch of the Orthodox Church. (You will have met
with him in the Oval Office earlier that day.) This is the final
event of the 30th Biennial Clergy-Laity Conference of the Greek
Orthodox Church of North America. (You addressed their last
Conference, in Boston in 1988.) :

In attendance will be approximately 3,500 Greek Orthodox
delegates, friends, and representatives of other Orthodox
denominations in the United States.

IT. DISCUSSION

Primarily due to the Greek-Turkish situation, the Patriarch
is committed to being apolitical. However, on this trip, in
addition to bringing the Orthodox message of peace, he is also
discussing the role religion can play in the emerging democracies
in Eastern Europe and in the Soviet Union.

Your remarks (8 minutes, teleprompter), therefore,
concentrate on the messages of: peace; religious freedom in
Eastern Europe; celebration of the Greek-American culture and
faith; and honor to His All Holiness. The atmosphere of this
- evening will be celebratory (it is the first visit of an
Ecumenical Patriarch to the Western Hemisphere); reverential (he
is the spiritual leader of 250 million Orthodox followers, not
just Greek Orthodox); and non-political.

(N.B. The bracketed material is being cleared with NSC for
appropriateness.)
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Thank you, Ted. Your All Holiness: once again, welcome to
the capital of our great nation. It is an extraordinary
privilege to be with you tonight, and also to be with Archbishop
Iakovos,‘who has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has
been the spiritual leader of your church in the Americas.

Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a rare
and inspiring opportunity. Once again, I expresé my profound
respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and
humility -- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.

We are specially blessed to be part of your historic journey:
the first time in the 1400-year history of the Patriarchate that
the successor to St. Andrew has visited the Western Hemisphere.//

Members of the 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember the outpouring of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a special bond. In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family
values first. This is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and wise and flourishing.

We admire your unflinching devotion to the passing on of clear
moral values, and your emphasis on the importance of a good
education. I noted that in the~census returns for the last three

decades, you have ranked the highest of any community in
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"education. Also, you stress hard work and the individual
initiative that creates opportunity -- and thus have become the-
backbone of small businesses throughout this country. And
statistics show that through your shining example of love and
faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and drug
problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your young people this Qeek
took part in a forum about the bitter plague of drugs. // '

I also admire your strength as a community in which your
Greek Orthodoxy means your deeply-rooted spiritual beliefs as
well as the richness of your cultural life. In an age when so
many challenges threaten the fabric of our society, your intense
devotion to your faith and traditions have made you messengers of
hope. You share the richness of your ancient, undivided faith.
You have impressed us with the Qibrant ethnic vitality of your
immigrant parents and grandparente, and with your commitment to
Christian service both here and in the lands of your ancestors'
birth. They were drawn here by the beacon of Liberty's torch.
Now you are shining your own beacon of promise back to your
homelands -- always remembering the words of your Greek National
Anthem: YNow as ever valor prizing/Hail, all hail sweet
Libertyl" ///

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to meet.
Here, in his hometown, you can proudly tell the story of your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi [broo-MEE-dee],
the Michelangelo of the U.S. Capitol. More than 100 years ago,

he produced those eloquent friezes showing scenes from American



history and said with reverence: "My one ambition is that I may
live long enough to make beautiful the Capitol of the onelcountry‘
on earth in which there is liberty."

And, in Washington, you can rejoice in the magnificence of
your Cathedral of St. Sophia. When I was Vice-President, I used
to live just down the road from Aghia Sophia [uh-HEE-uh so-FEE-
uh]: the Cathedral of Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich
Byzantine style. How moving the sight of its candlelit icons and
astonishing mosaics. It must have been a place of rare beauty
much like this that, back in the 10th century, inspired the
envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your Orthodox faith to Kiev.
For they said that upon their first glimpse inside an Orthodox
church in Constantinople: "we knew not whether we were in heaven
or earth."// _

Your All Holiness, you are today trying to bring the peace of
heaven to this earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 million spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chill darkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Orthodox followers in so many
lands are now once again able to follow freeiy and openly the
road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe. And we also cele-
brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained them

through these centuries of repression. [[The spirit of President
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Gorbachev's own mother, who continues to be a practicing member
of the Russian Orthodox Church. The spirit of President
Brezhnev's widow, who traced the sign of a cross over her husband
after the cold state funeral. The spirit of Georgi Malenkov,
Stalin's successor, who returned to his faith and died a
Christian.]]

And the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox believers who
dream of a day when they can worship openly in their church,
which is, after all, 939 Years older than communism itself. We
know that day will come because, as a persecutor of brthodogy
admitted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is still
much to do. Because peace is more than just the absence of war.

As we continue the struggle for liberty for all, our way
will be lit with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace
like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of hope as "a
thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So I was
struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as children of light."
And I noticed how this verse began in Ephesians: "“For you were
once darkness but now you'are light."
| Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-
night service. As the priest calls "come and receive the light,"
he brings a candle from the altar into the uﬁbroken blackness of

‘the church. Then he passes the flame to each worshipper's own
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individual candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
lights proudly shining together to defeat the dark.

Your All Holiness, you are that candle. Your faithful here
and around the world are that congregation which takes the light -
of your vision and spreads it through all lands. //

I was touched to hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: build peace bridges that link -- not separate =-- nations.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfway, in order to
celebrate our similarities, not to battle our differences.

- Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness, that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world with
justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, and God bless every one of

you gathered here tonight.

* * * * *
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REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 5:00 PM, Tuesday, July 10, with a copy to my
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:
July 10, 1990
MEMO FOR: CHRISS WINSTON

NSC concurs, with changes indicated.

/%% | 1nr G
Bre Scoﬁt James W. Cicconi

: ; Assistant to the President
cc: James W. Cicconi and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
: Ext. 2702
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Thank you, Ted. Your All Holiness: once again, welcome to
the capital of our great nation. It is an extraordinary
privilege to be with you tonight, and also to be with Archbishop
Iakovos, who has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has
been the spiritual leader of your church in the Americas.

Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a rare
and inspiring opportunity. Once again I express my profound
respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and
humility -- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.

We are specially blessed to be part of your historic journey:
the first time in the 1400-year history of the Patriarchate that
the successor to 8t. Andrew has visited the Westerntnemisphere.//

My friends of the 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember the outpouring of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a special bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family
values first. This is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and wise ‘and flourishing.

Your priorities should become this nation's priorities. We
admire your unflinching devotion to the passing on of good moral
values. Your emphasis on the importance of a good»education --I
noted that in the last three censuses, you rank the highest of

any com-munity in education. Also, you stress hard work and the
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individual initiative that chases after opportunity -- and thus
have become the backbone of small businesses throughout this
country. And statistics show that through your shining example of
love and faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and
drug problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your good young people
this week took part in a forum about the bitter plague of drugs//

I also admire your strength as a community in which your
Greek Orthodoxy means the richness of your cultural life as well
as your deeply-rooted spiritual beliefs. In an age when so many ‘
challenges threaten the fabric of our society, the intense
devotion of youﬁ traditions have made you messengers of hope.

You share the richness of your ancient, undivided faith, which
has descended directly from the Apostles. You>impress us with
the vibrant ethnic vitality of your immigrant parents and
érandparents, and with your commitment to Christian service both
here ané in the lands of your ancestors' birth. They were drawn
here by the beacon of Liberty's torch. Now you are shining your
own beacon of promise back to your homelands -- always
remembering the words of\YOur Greek National Anthem: "Now as
ever valor prizing/Hail, all hail sweet Liberty!" //

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to meet.
Here, in his hometown, you can proudly tell the story of your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi, the Michelangelo
of the U.S. Capitol. He produced those eloquent friezes showing
scenes from American history and said with revefence: "My one

ambition is that I may live long enough to make beautiful the
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Capitol of the one country on earth in which there is liberty."

And in Washington you can rejoice in the magnificence of
your Cathedral of St. Sophia. When I was Vice-President, I used
to live just down the road from Aghia Sophia: the Cathedral of
Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich Byzantine style. How
moving the sight of its candlelit icons and astonishing mosaics.
It must have been a place of rare beauty much like this that
inspired the envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your Orthodox
faith to Russia from Byzantium, for they said that upon entering
a church "we knew not whether we were in heaven or earth." //

Your All Holiness, you are today trying to bring the peace of

heaven to this earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 million spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chill darkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Orthodox followers in so many
lands are now once again able to follow the road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe -- your distant
cousins in Orthodoxy's ancestral homelands. And we also cele-

brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained them

through these centuries of repression.6%?e—spirit’ﬁf‘?resideﬁe—
‘Th(s —Gorbachev's own-mother, who continues to be a practicing member.

ﬁwﬂAﬁ ~of the Russian-Orthodox Church.The -spirit of President Brezhnev's

& . hace
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~widow,-who-traced the sign of a cross on her husband's body after
—the cold-state funeral. —The spirit-of Georgi Malenkov, Stalin's——
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(7§Dqgf2ie spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox believers who
dream of'a day when they can worship openly in their church,
which is, after all, 930 years older than communism itself. We
know that day will come because, as a persecutor of Orthodoxy
admitted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is still
much to do. Because peace is more than just the absence of war.
As we continue the struggle for liberty for all, our way
will be 1lit with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace
like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of our world's hope
being "a thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So
I was struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as children of
light." As the verse continues in Ephesians: "For you were once
darkness but now you are light. Walk then, as children of light."
Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-
night service. As the priest calls "come and receive the light,"
he brings a candle from the altar into the unbroken blackness of
church. Then he passes that light to each worshipper's own
individual candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
little lights proudly shining together to defeat the dark.
Your All Holiness, you are that candle. Your faithful here
and around the world are that congregation which takes the light

of your vision and spreads it through all lands. //
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I was touched to hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: Dbuild peace bridges that link -- not separate -- nations.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfway, in order to
celebrate our similarities, not to battle our differences.

Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness, that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world with
justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, and God bless every one of
you gathered here tonight.

* * * * *



156262SS
Document No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
WULI0 Ag: §5

pate:___//9/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _//10/90 5:00 PM

suBJEcT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: CLERGY-LAITY CONFERENCE

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE ) 0
SUNUNU O O NEWMAN 0 O
SCOWCROFT { O PORTER { O
DARMAN { O ROGICH { O
CARD O / UNTERMEYER 0 0
CICCONI O / ROGERS O /
DEMAREST / O WINSTON 0 /
FITZWATER O / PINKERTON / 0O
GRAY O 0O O O
HAGIN 0 O O -
HOLIDAY / O 0 O

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 5:00 PM, Tuesday, July 10, with a copy to my
office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: %ﬂ / M

i— Zﬁ,, (s
"‘/7% 7 James W. Cicconi
. ' Assistant to the President
/é'/‘/; M 1?')/ @ A “"C and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702

~ o



(Hinchliffe/Blymire) o
July 9, 1990 10:30 a.m. %
ORTHODOX 9

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GREEK ORTHODOX KEYNOTE 4/4

Thank you, Ted. Your All Holiness: once again, welcome to
the capital of our great nation. It is an extraordinary
privilege to be with you tonight, and also to be with Archbishop
Iakovos, who has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has
been the spiritual leader of your church in the Americas.

Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a rare
and inspiring opportunity. Once again I express my profound
respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and
humility -- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.

We are specially bless%ﬂ to be part of your historic journey:
the first time in t;;zzzgé;year history of the Patriarchate that

the successor to 8t. Andrew has visited the Western Hemisphere.//

My friends of the 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember the outpouring of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a special bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family
values first. This is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and wise and flourishing.

Your priorities should become this nation's priorities. We
admire your unflinching devotion to the passing on of good moral
values. Your emphasis on the importance of a good education -- I
noted that in the last three censuses, you rank the highest of

any com-munity in education. Also, you stress hard work and the
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individual initiative that chases after opportunity -- and thus
have become the backbone of small businesses throughout this
country. And statistics show that through your shining example of
love and faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and
drug problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your good young people
this week took part in a forum about the bitter plague of drugs//

I also admire your strength as a community in which your
Greek Orthodoxy means the richness of your cultural life as well
as your deeply-rooted spiritual beliefs. In an age when so many
challenges threaten the fabric of our society, the intense
devotion of your traditions have made you messengers of hope.

You share the richness of your ancient, undivided faith, which
has descended directly from the Apostles. You impress us with
the vibrant ethnic vitality of your immigrént parents and
érandparents, and with your commitment to Christian service both
here an& in the lands of your ancestors' birth. They were drawn
here by the beacon of Liberty's torch. Now you are shining your
own beacon of promise back to your homelands -- always
remembering the words of your Greek National Anthem: "Now as
ever valor prizing/Hail, all hail sweet Liberty!" //

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to meet.
Here, in his hometown, you can proudly tell the story of your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi, the Michelangelo
of the U.S. Capitol. He produced those eloquent friezes showing
scenes from American history and said with reverence: "My one

ambition is that I may live long enough to make beautiful the
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Capitol of the one country on earth in which there is liberty."

And in Washington you can rejoice in the magnificence of
your Cathedral of St. Sophia. When I was Vice-President, I used
to live just down the road from Aghia Sophia: the Cathedral of
Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich Byzantine style. How
moving the sight of its candlelit icons and astonishing mosaics.
It must have been a place of rare beauty much like this that
inspired the envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your Orthodox
faith to-R&g:Zagg;b;&%ygjl ﬁfz?gl they said that upon entering
a church "we knew not whether we were in heaven or earth." //

Your All Holiness, you are today trying to bring the peace of

heaven to this earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 million spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chill darkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that yo ox followers in so many
lands are now once again ableézg;foll he road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe -- your‘QIgiﬂht”'

///EEEEIEE‘Iﬁkg?EESEE;y's ancestral homelands.) And we also cele-

brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained them

through these centuries of repression. The spirit of President
Gorbachev's own mother, who continues to be a practicing member
of the Russian Orthodox Church.The spirit of President Brezhnev's
widow, who traced the sign of a cross on her husband's body after

the cold state funeral. The spirit of Georgi Malenkov, Stalin's
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successor, who returned to his faith and died a Christian.

And the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox believers who
dream of a day when they can worship openly in their church,
which is, after all, 930 years older than communism itself. We
know that day will come because, as a persecutor of Orthodoxy
admitted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is still
much to do. Because peace is more than just the absence of war.

As we continue the struggle for liberty for all, our way
will be 1lit with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims(ef(g?ace
like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of our world'g ﬂope
being "a thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So
I was struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as children of
light." As the verse continues in Ephesians: "For you were once
darkness but now you are light. Walk then, as children of light."

Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see

\§§§y the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-

ight service. As the priest calls "come and receive the light,"
he brings a candle from the altar into the unbroken blackness of
church. Then he passes that light to each worshipper's own
individual candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
little lights proudly shining together to defeat the dark.
Your All Holiness, you are that candle. Your faithful here
and around the world are that congregation which takes the light

of your vision and spreads it through all lands. //
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I was touched to- hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: build peace bridgeé that link -- not separate -~ nations.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfway, in order to
celebrate our similarities, not to battle our differences.

‘Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness, that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world with
justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, and God bless every one of
. you gathered here tonight.

* * * * *
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Thank you, Ted. Your All Holiness: once again, welcome to
the capital of our great nation. It is an extraordinary
privilege to be with you tonight, and also to be with Archbishop
Iakovos, who has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has
been the spiritual leader of your church in the Americas.

Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a rare
and inspiring opportunity. Once again I express my profound
respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and
humility -- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.

We are specially blessed to be part of your historic journey:
the first time in the 1400-year history of the Patriarchate that
the successor to S8t. Andrew has visited the wostornnnomisphcro.//

My friends of the 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember the outpouring of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a special bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family
values first. This is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and wise and flourishing.

Your priorities should become this nation's priorities. We

Clear v/

admire your unflinching devotion to the passing on ofqoegmoral
and the cvalopmens of " +igh ol Character.
values, Your emphasis on e importance of a good education -- I

$ave od
notejvthat in the last three censuses, you“rankrthe highest of »///

any cnity in education. Also, you stress hard work and the \/
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individual initiative that chases after opportunity -- and thus
have become the backbone of small businesses throughout this
country. And statistics show that through your shining example of
love and faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and
drug problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your good young people
this week took part in a forum about the bitter plague of drugs//
I also admire your strength as a community in which your

-roottd 3RItA kaligfd a3 «ell as
Greek Orthodoxy means’he richness of your cultural life as—wetr¥— \///

ws-your—deeplty=rovted—spiritual betiefs? In an age when so many
challenges thre §en the fabric of our society, the intense
devotion of your“tr:z;:;ons have made you messengers of hope. »///
Yo&ﬁgﬁgredthe richness of your ancient, undivided faith, which
has descended directly from the Apostles. You‘igzressghs with V//
the vibrant ethnic vitality of your immigrant parents and
grandparents, and with your commitment to Christian service both
HoSt «Oho - o hoT

here and in the lands of your ancestors!' birth.QQhey*Lwere rawn v//
here by the beacon of Liberty's torch. Now you are shining your
own beacon of promise back to your homelands -- always
remembering the words of your Greek National Anthem: "Now as
ever valor prizing/Hail, all hail sweet Liberty!" //

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to meet.
Here, in his hometown, you can proudly tell the story of your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi, the Michelangelo
of the U.S. Capitol. He produced those eloquent friezes showing

scenes from American history and said with reverence: "My one

ambition is that I may live long enough to make beautiful the
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Capitol of the one country on earth in which there is liberty."

And in Washington you can rejoice in the magnificence of
your Cathedral of St. Sophia. When I was Vice-President, I used
to live just down the road from Aghia Sophia: the Cathedral of
Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich Byzantine style. How
moving the sight of its candlelit icons and astonishing mosaics.
It must have been a place of rare beauty much like this that
inspired the envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your Orthodox
faith to Russia from Byzantium, for they said that upon entering
a church "we knew not whether we were in heaven or earth." //

Your All Holiness, you are today trying to bring the peace of

heaven to this earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 million spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chill darkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Orthodox followers in so many
lands are now once again able to follow the road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe =-- your distant
cousins in Orthodoxy's ancestral homelands. And we also cele-
brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained them
through these centuries of repression. The spirit of President
Gorbachev's own mother, who continues tQ be a practicing member

(ad 3p0Qed

of the Russian Orthodox ChurchiThe spirit of President Brezhnev's
widow, who traced the sign of a cross on her husband's body after

the cold state funeral. The spirit of Georgi Malenkov, Stalin's
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successor, who returned to his faith and died a Christian.
And the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox believers who
dream of a day when they can worship openly in their church,
which is, after all, 930 years older thanzgpmmunism itself. We v/
know that day will come because, as a persecutor of Orthodoxy

admitted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the

deeper it goes into the wood."

Mo Mo
much to do. -Booaueifgeacc is norofthan just the absence of war.
=
As we continue the struggle for liberty for all, our way

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is still \////

will be 1lit with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace
like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of our world's hope
being "a thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So
I was struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as thldren of
light." As the verse continues in Ephesians: "For you were once
darkness but now you are light. Walk then, as children of light."

Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-
night service. As the priest calls "come and receive the light,"
he brings a candle from the altar into the unbroken blackness of
church. Then he passes that light to each worshipper's own
individual candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
little lights proudly shining Fgggther to defeat the dark.

Your All Holiness, you aro‘ggzefcandlo. Your faithful here \////

and around the world are that congregation which takes the light

of your vision and spreads it through all lands. //
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I was touched to hear that during éhis,trip‘you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: build peace bridges that link -- not separate -~ nations.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfway, in order to
celebrate our similarities, not to battle our differences.

Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness, that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world with
justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, and God bless every one of
you gathered here tonight.

* * * * *
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Thank you, Ted. Your All Holiness: once again, welcome to
the capital of our great nation. It is an extraordinary
privilege to be with you tonight, and also to be with Archbishop
Iakovos, who has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has
been the spiritual leader of your church in the Americas.

Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a rare
and inspiring opportunity. Once again I express my profound
respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and
humility -- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.

We are specially blessed to be part of your historic journey:
the first time in the 1400-year history of the Patriarchate that
the successor to 8t. Andrew has visited the WQsteranemisphere.//

My friends of the 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember the outpouring of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a special bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family
values first. This is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and wise and flourishing.

Your priorities should become this nation's priorities. We —
admire your unflinching devotion to the passing on of good moral
values. Your emphasis on the importance of a good education =-- I
noted that in the last three censuses,\xgg/fépkrthe h%ghffﬁ of

any comgﬁhnity in education. Also, you stress hard work and the
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individual initiative that chases after opportunity -- and thus
_.,/‘/

have become the backbone of small businesses throughout this

country. And statistics show that through your shining example of
love and faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and
drug problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your good young people
this week took part in a forum about the bitter plague of drugs//

I also admire your strength as a community in which your
Greek Orthodoxy means the richness of your cultural life as well
as your deeply-rooted spiritual beliefs. In an age when so many
challenges threaten the fabric of our society, the intense
devotion of your traditions have made you messengers of hope.

You share the richness of your ancient, undivided faith, which
has descended directly from the Apostles. You impress us with
the vibrant ethnic vitality of your immigrant parents and
grandparents, and with your commitment to Christian service both
here and in the lands of your ancestors' birth. They were drawn
here by the beacon of Liberty's torch. Now you are shining your
own beacon of promise back to your homelands =-- always
remembering the words of your Greek National Anthem: "Now as
ever valor prizing/Hail, all hail sweet Liberty!" //

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to meet.
Here, in his hometown, you can proudly tell the story of your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi, the Michelangelo
of the U.S. Capitol. He produced those eloquent friezes showing
scenes from American history and said with reverence: "My one

ambition is that I may live long enough to make beautiful the
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Capitol of the ohe country on earth in which there is liberty."

And in Washington you can rejoice in the magnificence of
your Cathedral of St. Sophia. When I was Vice-President, I used
to live just down the road from®Aghia Sophia: the Cathedral of
Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich Byzantine style. How
moving the sight of its candlelit icons and astonishing mosaics.
It must have been a place of rare beauty much like this that
inspired the envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your'Orthodox
faith to Russia from Byzantium, for they said that upon entering
a church "we knew not whether we were in heaven or earth." //

Your All Holiness, you are today trying to bring the peace of

heaven to this earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 million spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chiil,darkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Orthodox followers in so many
lands are now once again able to follow the road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe -- your distant -
cousins in Orthodoxy's ancestral homelands. And we also cele-
brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained them
through these centuries of repression. The spirit of President
Gorbachev's own mother, who continues to be a practicing member
of the Russian Orthodox Church.The spirit of President Brezhnev's
widow, who traced the sign of a cross on her husband's body after

the cold state funeral. The spirit of Georgi Malenkov, Stalin's
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successor, who returned to his faith and died a Christian.

And the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox believers who
dream of a day when they can worship.openly in their church,
which is, after all, 930 years older than communism itself. We
know that day will come because, as a persecutor of Orthodoxy
admitted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is stiil
much to do. Because peace is more than just the absence of war.

As we continue the struggle for liberty for all, our way
will be 1lit with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace
like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of our world's hope
being "a thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So
I was struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as children of
light." As the verse continues in Ephesians: "For you were once
darkness but now you are light. Walk then, as children of light."

Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-
night service. As the priest calls "come and receive the light,"
he brings a candle from the altar into the unbroken blackness of
church. Then he passes that light to each worshipper's own
individual candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
little lights proudly shining together to defeat the dark.

Your All Holiness, you are that candle. Your faithful here
and around the world are that congregation which takes the light

of your vision and spreads it through all lands. //
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I was touched to hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: build peace bridges that 1link -- not separate -- nations.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfway, in order to
celebrate our similarities, not to battle our differences.

Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness; that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world with
justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, and God bless every one of
you gathered here tonight.

* * * * *
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Thank you, Ted. Your All.-Holiness: ohcg again, welcome to
the capital of our great nation. It is an extraordinary
ptivilege to be with you tonight, and also to be with Archbishop
Iakovos, who has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has '
been the spiritual leader of your church in the Americas.

Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a rare

and inspiring opportunity. Once again I express my profound

- respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and

humility -- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.

We are specially blessed to be part of your historic journey:
the firﬁt time in the 1400-year history of ‘the Patriarchate that
the successor to 8t. Andrew haé visited the wQstern"nemisphere.//

My friends of the 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember the outpouring of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a special bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family
values first. This is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and wise -and flourishing.

Your priorities should become this nation's priorities. Wwe
admire your unflinching devotion to the passing on of good moral
values. Your emphasis on the importance of a‘good education -- I
noted that in the last three censuses, you rank the highest of

any coégpunity in education. Also, you stress hard work and the
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.individual initiative that chases after opportunity -- and. thus

have become the backbone of small businesses throughout this

country. And statistics show that through your shining example of
love and faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and
drug problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your good young people
this week took part in a forum about the bitter plague of drugs//

I also admire your strength as a community in which your
Greek Orthodoxy means the richness of your cultural life as well
as your deeply-rooted spiritual beliefs. In an age when so many
challenges threaten the fabric of our society, the intense
devotion of your traditions have made you messengers of hope.

You share the richness of your ancient, undivided faith, which
has descended directly from the Apostles. You impress us with
the vibrant ethnic vitality of yohr immigrant parents and
érandparents, and with your commitment to Christian service both
here an& in the lands of your ancestors' birth. They were drawn
here by the beacon of Liberty's torch. Now you are shining your
own beacon of promise back to your homelands -- always
remembering the words of your Greek National Anthem: "Now as
ever valor prizing/Hail, all hail sweet Liberty!" //

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to meet.
Hefe, in his hometown, you can proudly tell the story of your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi, the Michelangelo
of the U.S. Capitol. He produced those eloquent friezes showiﬁéf‘
scenes from American history and said with reverence: "My one

ambition is that I may live long enough to make beautiful the



3

Capitol of the one country on earth in which there is liberty."

And in Washington you can rejoice in the magnificence of
your Cathedral of St. Sophia. When I was Vice-President, i used
to live just down the road from Aghia Sophia: the Cathedral of
Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich Eyzantine style. How
moving the sight of its candlelit icons and astonishing mosaics.
It must have been a place of rare beauty much like this that
inspired the envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your Orthodox
faith to Russia from Byzantium, for they said that upon entering
a church "we knew not whether we were in heaven or earth." //

Your All Holiness, you are today trying to bring the peace of

heaven to this earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 million spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chill. darkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Orthodox followers in so many
lands are now once again able to follow the road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope f9r these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe -- your distant
cousins in Orthodoxy's ancestral homelands. And we also cele-
brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained them
through these centuries of repression. The spirit of President
Gorbachev's own mother, who continues to be a practicing member
of the Russian Orthodox Church.The spirit of President Brezhnev's
widow, who traced the sign of a cross on her husband's body after

the cold state funeral. The spirit of Georgi Malenkov, Stalin's
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successor, who returned to his faith and died a Christian.

And the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox believers who
dream of a day when they can worship openly in their church,
which is, after all, 930 years older than communism itself. We
know that day will come because, as a persecutor of Orthodoxy
admitted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is still
much to do. Because peace is more than just the absence of war.

As we continue the struggle for liberty for all, our way
will be 1lit with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace
like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of our world's hope
being "a thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So
I was struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as children of
light." As the verse continues in Ephesians: "For you were once
darkness but now you are light. Walk then, as children of light."

Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-

night service. As the priest calls "come and receive the light,"

he brings a candle from the altar into the unbroken blackness of +A<1

church. Then he passes that light to each worshipper's own
individual candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
little lights proudly shining together to defeat the dark.

Your All Holiness, you are that candle. Your faithful here
and around the world are that congregation which takes the light

of your vision and spreads it through all lands. //
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I was touched to hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Péace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: build peace bridges that link -- not separate -- nations.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfway, in order to
celebrate our similarities, not to battle our differences.

Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness, that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world with
justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, and God bless every one of
you gathered here tonight.

* * * * *
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Thank you, Ted. Your All Holiness: once again, welcome to
the capital’éf our great nation. ' It is an extraordinary
privilege to be with you tonight, and also to be with Archbishop
Iakovos, who has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has
been the spiritual leader of your church in the Americas.

Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a‘fare
and inspiring opportunity. Once again i express my profound

respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and

humility -- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.-

We are specially blessed to be part of your historic journey:
the first time in the 1400-year history of the Patriarchate that
the successor to St. Andrew has visited the Western:nemisphere.//

My friends of thé 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember the outpourihg of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a specia; bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family

values first.. This is the finest example of what our country

‘needs in order to be strong and wise ‘and flourishing.

\

Your priorities should become this nation's priorities. we
admire your unflinching devotion to the p;ssing on of good moral
values. Your emphasis on the importance of a good education -- I
noted that in the last three censuses, you rank the highest of

any com-munity in education. Also, you stress hard work and the
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individual initiative that chases after opportunity -- and thus
have become the backbone of small businesses throughout this
country. And statistics show that through your shining example of
love and faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and
drug problems. How wondorful that 3,000 of your good young people
this week took part in a forum about the bitter plaque of drugs//

I also admire your strength as a community in thch yoora
Greek Orthodoxy means the richness of yodr cultural life as well
as‘your deeply-rooted spiritual beliefs. In an age when sofmanf
challenges threaten the fabrio of our society, the intense
devotion of your traditions have made you messongers of nopo._
“You share the rlchness of your anc1ent und1v1ded faith whlch
has descended directly from the Apostles. You impress us with
the vibrant ethnic vitality of yohr immigrant parents and
orandparents, and with your commitment to Christian service both
hers-and in the lands of your ancestors' birth. Theis?were drawn
here by the beacon of Diberty's torch. Now you are shining your j
own beacon of promise back to your homelands -Q%always
remembering the words of your Greek National Anthem: "Now as
ever valor prizing/Haj all hail sweet Liberty!" // |

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to neet.
Here, in his hometown, you can proudly tell the story of your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi, the Michelangelo
of the U.S. Capitol. He produced those eloquent friezes showihg
scenes from American history and said with reverence: "My one

ambition is that I may live long enough to make beautiful the
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Capitol of the one country on earﬁh in which there is liberty."

. And in wWashington you can rejoice.in the magnificence of
your Cathedral of st. Sophia. When I was Vice-President, I used
to live just down the road from Aghia Sophia: the Cathedral of
Holy Wisdom. How impressive is_{ﬁs rich Byzantine style. How
moving the sight of its candlelit icons and astonishing mosaics.
It must have been a place of rare beauty,ﬁuch like this that
inspired the envoys of Prince Vladimir to bfing your Orthodoxh
faith to Russia from Byzantium, for they said that upon ente;ing
a chufch "we knew not whether we were in heaven or earth." //

Your All.nolineés, you are today trying to bring the peace of
- heaven to this earthly life.. Yeﬁr global ‘vision isﬂdnéfdf-hopé.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 million-spififual
children -- so mény of whom have lived in the chil;.darknéss of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Orthodox followers in so many-‘
lands are now once again able to follow the road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these pebple, parﬁicularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe -- your distant
cousins in Orthodoxy's ancestral homelands. And we also cele-

- brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained them
through these centuries of repression. The spirit of President
Gorbachev'§ own mother, who continues to pe a practicing member
of the Russian Orthodox Churchu?he spirig-of_President Brezhnev's
widow, who traced the sign of a cross on her husband's body after

the cold state funeral. The spirit of Georgi Malenkov,-stélin's
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successor, who feturnéd to his faith and died a Christian.

And the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox believers who
dream of a day when they can worship bpenly in their church,
which is, after all, 930 years older than communism itself. We
know that day will come because,,as a persecutor of Orthodoxy
admifted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is s;ill
much to do. Because peaée.is more than just the absence ofﬁw;r.

As we continue the struggle for liberty for ail, our way
'will be 1lit with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace
like Your All Holiness. I-have often spoken of oﬁr'world;s'ﬁoﬁé
being ma thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So
I was struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as children of
light." As the verse continues in Ephesians: "For you were once
darkness but now you are light. Walk then} as children of light."

Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a néw dawn. It is like you? own Easter mid-
night service. As the priest calis "come and receive the light,"
he brings a candle from the altar into the unbroken blackness of
church. Then he passes that light to each worshipper's own
'individual‘candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
little lights proudly.shining together to defeat the dark.

Your All Holiness, you are that caédle. Your faithfﬁl here
and around the world are that congrégation which takes the light

of'your vision and spreads it through all lands. //
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I was touched to hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: build peace bridges that link -- not separate--- nations.
Theﬁ walk ﬁpon those bridges to reet others halfway, in order to
celebrate our similarities, not to battle our differences.

Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness, that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms ‘of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world witq‘a
justice and compassion for all. |

God bless you, Your-All)Holiness,_and God bless every one of .
You gathered here tonight, |

* * * * *
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Thank you, Ted. Your All Holiness: once again, welcome to
the capital of our great nation. It is an extraordinary
privilege to be with you tonight, and also to be with Archbishop
I;kovos, who has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has
been the spiritual leader of your church in the Americas.

Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a rare
and inspiring opportunity. Once again I express my profound
respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and
humility‘-- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.

We are specially blessed to be part of your historic journey:
the first time in the 1400-year history of the Patriarchate that
the successor to S8t. Andrew has visited the Westernunemisphere.//

My friends of the 30th CIergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember the outpouring of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a special bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family
values first. This is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and %iée-and flourishing.

Your priorities should become this nation's priorities. We
admire your unflinching devotion to the passiné on of good moral
values. Your emphasis on the importance of a good education -- I
noted that in the last three censuses, you rank the highest of

any com-munity in education. Also, you stress hard work and the
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individual initiative that chases after opportunity -- and thus
have become the backbone of small businesses throughout this
country. And statistics show that through your shining example of
love and faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and
drug problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your good young people
this week took part in a forum about the bitter plague of drugs//

I also admire your strength as a community in which your
Greek Orthodoxy means fhe richness of your cultural life as well
as your deeply-rooted spiritual beliefs. In an age vhen so many
challenges threaten the fabric of our society, the intense
devotion of your traditions have made you messengers of hope.

You share the richness of your ancient, undivided faith, which
has descended directly from the Apostles. You impress us with
the vibrant ethnic vitality of your immigrant parents and
érandparents, and with your commitment to Christian service both
here and in the lands of your ancestors' birth. They were drawn
here by the beacon of Liberty's torch. Now you are shining your
own beacon of promise back to your homelands --'always‘
remembering the words of your Greek National Anthem: "Now_as
ever valor prizing/Hail, all hail sweet Liberty!" //

And what a splendid place Washington is for you to meet.
Here, in his hometown, you can proudly tell the story of your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi, the Michelangelo
of the U.S. Capitol. He produced those eloquent friezes showing.
scenes from American history and said with reverence: "My one

ambition is that I may live long enough to make beautiful the
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Capitol of the one country on earth in which there is liberty."

And in Washington you can rejoice in the magnificence of
your Cathedral of St. Sophia. When I‘waé Vice-President, I used
to live just down the road from Aghia Sophia: the Cathedral of
Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich Byzantine style. How
moving the sight of its candlelit icons and astonishing mosaics.
It must have been a place of rare beauty much like this that
inspired the envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your Orthodox
faith to Russia from Byzantium, for they said that upon entering
a church "we knew not whether we were in heaven or earth." //

Your All Holiness, you are today trying to bring the peace of

heaven to this-earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 ﬁillion spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chill darkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Orthodox followers in so many
lands are now once again able to follow the road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe -- your distant
cousins in Orthodoxy's ancestral homelands. And we also cele-
brate the tremendous strength of spirit which has sustained them
through these centuries of repression. The spirit of President
Gorbachev's own mother, who continues to be a practicing member
of the Russian Orthodox Church.The spirit of President Brezhnev's
widow, who traced the sign of a cross on her husband's_body after

the cold state funeral. The spirit of Georgi Malenkov, Stalin's
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successor, who returned to his faith and died a Christian.

And the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthédox believers who
dream of a day when they cah worship openly in their church,
which is, after all, 930 years older than communism itself. We
know that day will come because, as a persecutor of‘Orthodoxy
admitted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is still
much to do. Because peace is more than just the absence of war.

As we continue the struggle for liberty fdr all, our way
will beilit with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace ‘
like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of our world's hope
being "a thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So
I was struck by this Conferenée's theme: "Walk as children of
light." lAs the verse continues in Ephesians: "For you were once
darkness but now you are light. Walk then, as children of light."

Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-
night service. As the priest calls "come and receive the light,"
he brings a candle from the altar into the unbroken blackness of
church. Then he passes that light to each worshlpper s own
1nd1v1dua1 candle, unt11 the church is ablaze with flickering
little lights proudly shining together to defeat the dark.

Your all ﬁo;iness, you are that candle. Your faithful here
and around the world are that congregation which takes the light

of your vision and spreads it through all lands. //
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I was touched to hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: build peace bridges fhat link -- not separate -- nations.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfWay, in order to
celebrate our similarities, not to battle our differences.

Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holinéss, that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace énd that the wide arms of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world with
justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, and God bless every one of
you gathered here tonight.

% * %* * *
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Thank you, Ted. Your All Holiness: once again, welcome to
the capital of our great nation. It is an extraordinary
privilege to be with you tonight, and also to be with Archbishop
Iakovos, who has distinguished himself in the 30 years he has
been the spiritual leader of your church in the Americas.

Your All Holiness, meeting with you earlier today was a rare
and inspiring opportunity. Once again I express my profound
respect. You are a holy man of great spirituality, vision and
humility -- a gentle and revered pilgrim on a mission of peace.

We are specially blessed to be part of your historic journey:
the first time in the 1400-year history of the Patriarchate that
the successor to St. Andrew has visited the Western Hemisphere.//

| ‘My friends of the 30th Clergy-Laity Conference, I still
remember the outpouring of warmth you gave me when I had the
privilege of addressing you two years ago. It is a delight to
see you again, because I feel that we have a special bond. 1In
particular, I cherish the Greek-American legacy of putting family
values first. This is the finest example of what our country
needs in order to be strong and wise and flourishing.

Your pribrities should become this nation's priorities. We
admire your unflinching devotion to the passing on of good moral
values. - Your emphasis on the importance of a good education -- I
noted that in the last three censuses, you rank the highest of

any com-munity in education. Also, you stress hard work and the
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individual initiative that chases after opportunity -- and thus
have become the backbone of small businesses throughout this
country. And statistics show that through your shining example of
love and faith and family tradition, you have almost no crime and
drug problems. How wonderful that 3,000 of your good young people
this week took part in a forum about the bitter plague of drugs//

I also admire your strength as a community in which your
Greek Orthodoxy means the richness of your cultural life as well
as your deeply-rooted spiritual beliefs. In an age when so many
challenges threaten the fabric of our society, the intense
devotion of your traditions have made you messengers of hope.

You share the richness of your ancient, undivided faith, which
has descended directly from the Apostles. You impress us with
the vibrant ethnic vitality of your immigrant parents and
grandparents, and with your commitment to Christian service both
here and in the lands of your ancestors' birth. They were drawn
here by the beacon of Liberty's torch. Now you are shining your
own beacon of promise back to your homelands -- always
remembering the words of your Greek National Anthem: "Now as
ever valor prizing/Hail, all hail sweet Liberty!" //

And what a splendid place Washipgton is for you to meet.
Here, in his hometown, you caﬁ proudly tell the story of your
Greek-American predecessor Constantino Brumidi, the Michelangelo
of theAU.S. Capitol. He produced those eloquent friezes showing
scenes ffom American history and said with reverence: "My one

ambition is that I may live long'enough to make beautiful the
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Capitol of the one country on earth in which there is liberty."

And in Washington you can rejoice in the magnificence of
your Cathedral of St. Sophia. When I was Vice-President, I used
to live just down the road from Aghia Sophia: the Cathedral of
Holy Wisdom. How impressive is its rich Byzantine style. How
moving the sight of its candlelit icons and astonishing mosaics.
It must have been a place of rare beauty much like this that
inspired the envoys of Prince Vladimir to bring your Orthodox
faith to Russia from Byzantium, for they said that upon entering
a church "we knew not whether we were in heaven or earth." // .

Your All Holiness, you are today trying to bring the peace of

heaven to this earthly life. Your global vision is one of hope.
Hope for what we can do with and for your 250 million spiritual
children -- so many of whom have lived in the chill darkness of
religious persecution. The world rejoices that the new freedoms
of the past year mean that your Orthodox followers in so many
lands are now once again able to follow the road of holy light.//

We celebrate the dawn of hope for these people, particularly
those for whom you speak in Eastern Europe -- your distant
cousins in Orthodoxy's ancestral homelands. And we also cele-
brate the tremendous stfength of spirit which has sustained them
through these centuries of repression. The spirit of Président
Gorbachev's own mother, who continues to be a practicing member
of the Russian Orthodox Church.The spirit of President Brezhnev's
widow, who traced the sign of a cross on her husband's body after

the cold state funeral. The spirit of Georgi Malenkov, Stalin's
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successor, who returned to his faith and died a Christian.
'And'the spirit of 50 million Russian Orthodox believers who

dream of a day when they can worship openly in their church,
which is, after all, 930 years older than communism itself. We
know that‘day will come because, as a persecutor of Orthodoxy
admitted, "religion is like a nail. The harder you hit it, the
deeper it goes into the wood."

But while this has been a glorious beginning, there is still
much to do. Because peace is more than just the absence of war.

As we continue the struggle fortliberty for all, our way
will be 1lit with the inner radiance of pastoral pilgrims of peace
like Your All Holiness. I have often spoken of our world's hope
being "a thousand points of light," ablaze in the black sky. So
I was struck by this Conference's theme: "Walk as children of
light." As the verse continues in Ephesians: "For you were once
darkness but now you are light. Walk then, as children of light."

Eastern Europe was once in dark bondage and now begins to see
by the pale glow of a new dawn. It is like your own Easter mid-
night service. As the priest calls "come and receive the light,"
he brings a candle from the altar into the unbroken blackness of
church. Then he passes that light to each worshipper's own
individual candle, until the church is ablaze with flickering
little lights proudly shining together to defeat the dark.

Your All Holiness, you are that candle. Your faithful here
and around the world are that congreéation which takes the light

of your vision and spreads it through all lands. //
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I was touched to hear that during this trip you will be
walking across the "Peace Bridge" that links the U.S. and Canada.
What a wonderful symbol of what all individuals and nations must
do: build peace bridges that link -- not separate -- nations.
Then walk upon those bridges to meet others halfway, in order to
celebrate ouf similarities, not to battle our differences.

Together we ask your prayers, Your All Holiness, that God
will guide us in our efforts for peace and that the wide arms of
faith and forgiveness will one day soon embrace a world with

1

justice and compassion for all.

God bless you, Your All Holiness, and God bless every one of

you gathered here tonight.

* * * * *
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