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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release June 5, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN CEREMONY RECOGNIZING ONE MILLIONTH PARTICIPANT
IN MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL

The Rose Garden
11:27 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Please be seated. Thank you all. And

I'm delighted to be here with two members of my Cabinet -- Dick
Cheney, who's doing an outstanding job leading America's defense
forces; and, of course, Sam Skinner, our very able Secretary of
Transportation. Chairman of our Joint Chiefs is here, General Colin
Powell, Secretary Stone, Secretary Rice. General Gray was to be
here, and there he is. And I'm going to omit somebody, so I'll stop
right there. But just welcome all of you.

And I also want to recognize, single out, so many members
of the United States Congress that are here today. I'm delighted
that you are. And, of course, the representatives of the Armed
Forces. Most of all, I guess we got to pay tribute to the
distinguished representative from the State of Mississippi, the
Chairman of the House Veterans Affairs Committee -- and the Army
veteran for whom this historic bill was named, our old friend, my old
friend, Sonny Montgomery. (Applause.)

Sonny -- I got to hand it to Sonny. He and I were
elected to Congress on exactly the same day many years ago., And he's
the one who's got his name on both a major, significant piece of
legislation and a gigantic building -~ Air National Guard complex
down in Mississippi.

But today, I'm very pleased and honored to welcome you to
the Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to tell you personally
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it was
first launched in 1944, the original G.I. Bill was a huge, bold and
successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young men and
women from all walks of life are given not only a choice, but also a
chance -- a chance for a higher education and their own piece of the
American dream.

In 1945 -- October -- Barbara and I joined the ranks of
more than 40,000 couples who headed to college that year on the
original G.I. Bill. America's schools were soon swamped with prefab
houses and trailers. And by 1946 and 1947, the flood tide had
crested -- and more than two and a half million veterans had embarked
on getting their education.

The G.I. Blil has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America has enjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill changed the
lives of millions by replacing old roadblocks with paths of
opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's work force, it
boosted America's economy and really it changed the life of our
nation.

And thanks to people like Congressman Montgomery and
other leaders here from both the Senate and the House today, the G.I.
Bill has continued to successfully improve and evolve. 2And I
remember some of the tough battles that were fought to get the new
bill through Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference
session with a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military --
and of his own commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations.

MORE
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Well, I've tried C-Rations and eating them on the Hill is my
definition of serious commitment.

. The success of Sonny's effor is evidence in the young
American heroes we salute today =-- the men and women here
rgpresenting America's armed services and symbolizing the one
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like
Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who was part of the honor guard last month
at the wreath-laying cermony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
Medical Specialists like the Army's Linda Meidling, who's been on the
Dean's List at Stockton State College since 1987. And reservists
like Chicago's Teryl Speights, who puts in time with two jobs =--
reading X rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading radar
screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Those are definitely two jobs,
Teryl, that you don't want to get mixed up. (Laughter.)

But for America, as for these individuals, the payback
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I.JPill ranks among the
most practical and cost-efficient programs ever devised; and
represents one of the best federal investments since Betsy Ross
bought needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying
for itself and, even as payouts increase, four decades of experience
have taught us that the increased earnings of these educated G.I.s
also mean increased tax revenues for America. And the additional
education its participants receive continues to produce a
technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our Armed
Forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component in
the success of America's all-volunteer forces. And let me just
repeat here what Colin Powell and the other Chiefs have told me over
and over again -- we have never had better men and women in the Armed
Forces that we have today. (Applause.) This program contributes to
savings because better educated recruits mean training costs and
attrition have gone down, while productivity and morale have gone up.

This bill is playing an important role in promoting
excellence in our Armed Forces. And it's also playing an important
role in promoting excellence in education. Several of its components
-- choice, flexibility, competitiveness =-- parallel some of the most
important components of the Educational Excellence Act that we sent
to the Congress last April; a critical first step in our efforts to
revitalize quality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate in February. And I believe
it's time for the House to act now. So let's make this year of
change, a year of progress in education. Let's strike a blow for
excellence; and let's get that legislation passed.

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to
everything we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America. Our
Armed Forcces ond our system of higher education are teday the envy of
the world. And so I'm here to thank you for your important work, the
work you do in defending our nation's freedom, in educating our
nation's youth, and in ensuring that whether in military might or
educational excellence the United States of America stands second to

none.

Thank you for coming to the White House today. And God
bless you in your efforts. And God bless the United States of
America. Thank you all very, very much. (Applause.)

END 11:35 A.M. EDT
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PRESIDENTIAL, REMARKS: MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL CEREMONY
THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 1990, 11:30 A.M.

Thank you, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos -- three outstanding Cabinet

Secretaries -- representing three of our Administration's most

-important priorities: America's defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- the Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress
on the same day. But he's the only member of‘the class‘who's got
his name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Air
Naﬁional Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it
was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold

and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young

men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more tha.. up,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swamﬁed with prefabricated
villages of quonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America haé-enﬁoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill chagged
the liyes of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. §\\ -

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has contiﬁued to
successfully improve andlevolve.’ And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with

a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! A\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The succe;s of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at ‘Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs
-~ reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definitely two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- asﬂfor these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific.4 Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficienf programs ever devised --
and represents oﬂe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and:-- even as pay-duts increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that Ehe increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also means increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
'in the success of America's all-&olunteer forces. And it
contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporéant role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize gquality in America's schools.

it was passed by the Senate last November. 1It's time for
the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass

this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can bécome. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in

military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands sécond to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless

you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# # #
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT P@ K\U’)
THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTO ~
FROM: . EDWARD E. McNALLY 9(141/

SUBJECT: MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL CEREMONY
I. SUMMARY

On Tuesday, June 5, at 11:30 a.m. you will give remarks
at a Rose Garden ceremony celebrating the one millionth
participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill.

II. DISCUSSION

The Montgomery G.I. Bill, named for Rep. Sonny
Montgomery, recently enrolled its one millionth participant. To
commemorate this event, the armed services have chosen 12
service men and women from their active duty and reserve
components as representatives of the program's participants.

Your audience will consist of about 25 Members of

Congress, their staff, military personnel, and Veterans Affairs
officials, for a total of about 200.

Your remarks (8 minutes, on cards) pay tribute to the
success of the Montgomery G.I. Bill and its author. The bill has
been a cost-effective way for the armed services to attract high

quality recruits by assisting them with the costs of higher
education.
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June 4, 1990
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL CEREMONY
THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 1990, 11:30 A.M.
Thank you all. I'm delighted to be here with two members of

who j 2

my Cabinet -- Dick Cheney and—Sam—Skinner——Both—are doing an
ol i).$,jCL,«/‘

outstanding job leading America's defense forces. CL]' fﬁfc:, e

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of T?Zbﬂﬁx
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- Chairman of the House Veterans
Affairs Committee -- and the Army veteran for whom this historic
bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress

on the same day. But he's the one who's got his name on both a

major bill and a major building -- an Air National Guard complex
down in Mississippi. The only bills with my name on them are the
ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
personally just how important I believe this program is. From
the time it was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a
huge, bold and successful experiment =-- an ongoing experiment in
which young men and women from all walks of life are given not
only a choice, but also a chance -- a chance for a higher

education and their own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more than 40,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swamped with prefabricated
houses and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the flood tide had
crested -- and more than two and a half million veterans had
embarked on getting their education.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America has enjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill changed
.the lives of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. 2And, in so déing, it bocsted America's
‘workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has continued to
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of
his commitﬁent to stick it out. He broﬁght in ¢c-Rations! \\\
Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment.™ \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young

' American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here

representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who was part of the Honor Guard last
month at a wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's Linda Meidling,
who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State College since
1 1987. And reservists like Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who
puts in time with two jobs -- reading X-rays at the West Side
V.A. Hospital, and reading radar screens at Glenview Naval Air
Base. Teryl -- those are definitely two jobs you don't want to
mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-backé
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficient programs ever devised --
and represents one of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -- féur decades of
experience have taught us that the increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s Also mean increased tax revenue for America. And
the additional education its participants receive continues to
produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-volunteer forces. And it

contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean
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training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity
and morale have gone up
'T‘%\\% \H

% Wi is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an important role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize gquality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate in February. It's time for the
House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress in
education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass this
bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in
military might or educational excellence -- the United States of
America stands second to nomne. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless
you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# # #
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MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL CEREMONY \ THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 1990 \ 11:30 A.M.

THANK YOU ALL. I’'M DELIGHTED TO BE HERE WITH TWO
MEMBERS OF MY CABINET -- Dick CHENEY WHO IS DOING AN
OUTSTANDING JOB LEADING AMERICA'S DEFENSE FORCES. AND
SAM SKINNER, OUR ABLE SECRETARY 6F TRANSPORTATION,\\\

I'M ALSO PLEASED TO SEE SO MANY DISTINGUISHED

MemMBERS OF CONGRESS. THESE OUTSTANDING REPRESENTATIVES
OF AMERICA'S ARMED FORCES.

-2 -

AND -- MOST OF ALL -- THE DISTINGUISHED REPRESENTATIVE
FROM THE STATE OF MIsStssxpPI -- CHAIRMAN oF THE House
VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE -- AND THE ARMY VETERAN FOR
WHOM THIS HISTORIC BILL IS NAMED -- MY OLD FRIEND SONNY
MonTGOMERY. \\\

SONNY, I GOT TO HAND IT TO YOU. WE WERE ELECTED TO
CONGRESS ON THE SAME DAY. BUT HE'S THE ONE WHO'S GOT
HIS NAME ON BOTH A MAJOR BILL AND A MAJOR BUILDING --
AN AIR NATIONAL GUARD COMPLEX DOWN IN MISSISSIPPI.



THE ONLY BILLS WITH MY NAME ON THEM ARE THE ONES WE PAY
AT THE END OF THE MONTH! \\\

TopAy, I AM VERY PLEASED AND HONORED TO WELCOME YOU
TO THE ROSE GARDEN AND TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO COME
BY TO TELL YOU PERSONALLY JUST HOW IMPORTANT I BELIEVE
THIS PROGRAM IS.

-4 - |
FROM THE TIME IT WAS FIRST LAUNCHED IN 1944, THE G.I.
BILL HAS BEEN A HUGE, BOLD AND SUCCESSFUL EXPERIMENT --
AN ONGOING EXPERIMENT IN WHICH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN FROM
ALL WALKS OF LIFE ARE GIVEN NOT ONLY A CHOICE, BUT ALSO

A CHANCE -- A CHANCE FOR A HIGHER EDUCATION AND THEIR
OWN PIECE OF THE AMERICAN DREAM. |

IN 1945, BARBARA AND I JOINED THE RANKS OF MORE
THAN 40,000 cOUPLES WHO HEADED TO COLLEGE THAT YEAR ON
THE ORIGINAL G.I. BILL.




AMERICA’'S SCHOOLS WERE SOON SWAMPED WITH PREFABRICATED
HOUSES AND TRAILERS. By 1946 ano 1947, THE FLOOD TIDE
HAD CRESTED -- AND MORE THAN TWO AND A HALF MILLION
VETERANS HAD EMBARKED ON GETTING THEIR EDUCATION.

THE G.I. BILL HAS SPECIAL IMPORTANCE TO ME, AND
i SPECIAL IMPORTANCE TO THE PEACE AND PROSPERITY THAT
| AMERICA HAS ENJOYED DURING THE 46 YEARS SINCE IT FIRST
BEGAN. THE G.I. BILL CHANGED THE LIVES OF MILLIONS BY
REPLACING OLD ROADBLOCKS WITH NEW PATHS OF OPPORTUNITY.
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AND, IN SO DOING, IT BOOSTED AMERICA'S WORKFORCE, IT
BOOSTED AMERICA'S ECONOMY, AND IT CHANGED THE LIFE OF
OUR NATION. \\\

THANKS TO PEOPLE LIKE SONNY, THE G.I. BILL HAS
CONTINUED TO SUCCESSFULLY IMPROVE AND EVOLVE. AND I
REMEMBER SOME OF THE TOUGH BATTLES THAT WERE FOUGHT TO
GET THE NEW BILL THROUGH CONGRESS. SONNY INTERRUPTED
ONE MARATHON CONFERENCE SESSION WITH A RATHER UNIQUE
REMINDER OF THE NEEDS OF THE MILITARY -- AND OF HIS
COMMITMENT TO STICK IT OUT.

Rt
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He BROUGHT IN C-RATIONS! \\\ SONNY -- I'VE EATEN
C-RATIONS. \\\ AND EATING THEM ON THE HILL IS MY
DEFINITION OF "COMMITMENT." \\\

THE SUCCESS OF SONNY'S EFFORTS IS EVIDENT IN THE
YOUNG AMERICAN HEROES WE SALUTE TODAY -- THE MEN AND
WOMEN HERE REPRESENTING AMERICA'S ARMED SERVICES AND
SYMBOLIZING THE ONE-MILLIONTH PARTICIPANT IN THE
MoNTGOMERY G.I. BILL. AIRMEN LIKE ALABAMA'S JERAMIE
BROWN, WHO LEAVES FOR MUNICH TOMORROW TO HELP TELL THE
STORY OF AMERICA THROUGH THE ARMED FORCES NETWORK.

- 8 -

THE CoAsST GUARD'S KEITH PYLE, WHO WAS PART OF THE HONOR
GUARD LAST MONTH AT A WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY AT THE
ToMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER. MEDICAL SPECIALISTS LIKE
THE ARMY'S LINDA MEIDLING, WHO'S BEEN ON THE DEAN'S
LIST AT STOCKTON STATE COLLEGE SINCE 1987. AND
RESERVISTS LIKE CHICAGO'S TERYL SPEIGHTS [SPATES], wHo
PUTS IN TIME WITH TWO JOBS -- READING X-RAYS AT THE
WesT SIDE V.A. HOSPITAL, AND READING RADAR SCREENS AT
GLENVIEW NAvAL AIR BASE. TERYL -- THOSE ARE DEFINITELY
TWO JOBS YOU DON'T WANT TO MIX up! \\\

Esieicitid
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FOR AMERICA -- AS FOR THESE INDIVIDUALS -~ THE
"PAY-BACK" HAS BEEN TERRIFIC. TODAY, THE MONTGOMERY
G.I. BILL RANKS AMONG THE MOST PRACTICAL AND COST-
EFFICIENT PROGRAMS EVER DEVISED -~ AND REPRESENTS ONE

OF THE BEST FEDERAL INVESTMENTS SINCE BETSY ROSS BOUGHT
A NEEDLE AND THREAD.
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To BEGIN WITH, RIGHT NOW THE PROGRAM IS MORE THAN
PAYING FOR ITSELF, AND -- EVEN AS PAY-OUTS INCREASE --
FOUR DECADES OF EXPERIENCE HAVE TAUGHT US THAT THE
INCREASED EARNINGS OF THESE EDUCATED G.I.’'S ALSO MEAN
INCREASED TAX REVENUE FOR AMERICA. AND THE ADDITIONAL

EDUCATION ITS PARTICIPANTS RECEIVE CONTINUES TO PRODUCE
A TECHNOLOGICAL GAIN FOR OUR COUNTRY.

e e g e
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EVEN MORE IMPORTANT ARE THE IMPROVEMENTS IN OUR
ARMED FORCES. THE MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL HAS BEEN AN
IMPORTANT COMPONENT IN THE SUCCESS OF AMERICA'S ALL-
VOLUNTEER FORCES. AND IT CONTRIBUTES TO SAVINGS
BECAUSE BETTER EDUCATED RECRUITS MEAN TRAINING COSTS

AND ATTRITION HAVE GONE DOWN -- WHILE PRODUCTIVITY AND
MORALE HAVE GONE UP.

B Tt S
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THIS BILL IS PLAYING AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN PROMOTING
EXCELLENCE IN OUR ARMED FORCES. AND IT'S ALSO PLAYING
AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN PROMOTING EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION.
SEVERAL OF ITS COMPONENTS -- CHOICE, FLEXIBILITY, AND
COMPETITIVENESS --PARALLEL SOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANT
COMPONENTS OF THE EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE ACT WE SENT
CONGRESS LAST APRIL -- A CRITICAL FIRST STEP IN OUR
EFFORTS TO REVITALIZE QUALITY IN AMERICA’'S SCHooLs. IT
WAS PASSED BY THE SENATE IN FEBRUARY.

o
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IT's TIME FOR THE HOUSE TO ACT. LET’'S MAKE THIS A YEAR
OF CHANGE AND PROGRESS IN EDUCATION. LET’S STRIKE A
BLOW FOR EXCELLENCE. LET'S PASS THIS BILL Now. \\\
EDUCATION IS OUR MOST ENDURING LEGACY, VITAL TO
EVERYTHING WE ARE AND CAN BECOME. AND THE MONTGOMERY
G.I. BILL IS A POWERFUL EXAMPLE OF WHAT IS RIGHT ABOUT

T T T ey A R o bt s AL e

EDUCATION IN AMERICA. OUR ARMED FORCES AND OUR SYSTEM
OF HIGHER EDUCATION ARE TODAY THE ENVY OF THE WORLD.
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AND SO I'M HERE TO THANK YOU FOR THE IMPORTANT WORK YOU
DO IN DEFENDING OUR NATION'S FREEDOM -- IN EDUCATING
OUR NATION’S YOUTH -- AND IN ENSURING THAT WHETHER IN
MILITARY MIGHT OR EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE -- THE UNITED
' STATES OF AMERICA STANDS SECOND TO NONE. \\\\
THANK YOU FOR COMING TO THE WHITE House TopbAYy. Gob

BLESS YOU IN YOUR EFFORTS. AND GOoD BLESS THE UNITED
STATES.




GI BILL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (new first paragraph)

Thank you all. I'm delighted to be here with two members of
my cabinet -- Dick Cheney and Sam Skinner. Both are doing an

outstanding job leading America's defense forces.
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WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT & @\""»

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTO
FROM: EDWARD E. McNALLY 9(14/
SUBJECT: MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL CEREMONY

I. SUMMARY

On Tuesday, June 5, at 11:30 a.m. you will give remarks
at a Rose Garden ceremony celebrating the one millionth
participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill.

II. DISCUSSION

The Montgomery G.I. Bill, named for Rep. Sonny

- Montgomery, recently enrolled its one millionth participant. To
commemorate this event, the armed services have chosen 12
service men and women from their active duty and reserve
components as representatives of the program's participants.

Your audience will consist of about 25 Members of
Congress, their staff, military personnel, and Veterans Affairs
officials, for a total of about 200.

Your remarks (8 minutes, on cards) pay tribute to the
success of the Montgomery G.I. Bill and its author. The bill has
been a cost-effective way for the armed services to attract high

quality recruits by assisting them with the costs of higher
education.



McNally/Simon
June 4, 1990
Draft Four (E:GI-BILL)
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL CEREMONY
THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 1990, 11:30 A.M.

Thank you all. I'm delighted to be here with two members of
my Cabinet -- Dick Cheney and Sam Skinner. Both are doing an
6utstanding job leading America's defense forces.

I'm also pleased to see so many distinquished Members of
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the state of Mississippi -- Chairman of the House Veterans
Affairs Committee ~- and the Army veteran for whom this historic
bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress

on the same day. But he's the one who's got his name on both a

major bill and a major building -- an Air National Guard complex
down in Mississippi. The only bills with my name on them are the
ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity_to come by to tell you
personally just how importaﬁt I believe this program is. From
the time it was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a
huge, boldland successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in
which young men and women from all walks of life are given not
only a choice, but also a chance -- a chance for a higher

education and their own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more than 40,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swamped with prefabricated
houses and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the flood tide had
crested -- and more than two and a half million veterans had
embarked on getting their education.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importancé to the peace and prosperity that America has enjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill changed
the lives of millions by replacing o0ld roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has continued to
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of
his commitment to stick it out. He brought in Cc-Rations! \\\
Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill
is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who was part of the Honor Guard last
month at a wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown

Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's Linda Meidling,

‘who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State College since

1987. And reservists like Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who
puts in time with two jobs =-- reading X-rays at the West Side
V.A.'Hospital, and reading radar screens at Glenview Naval Air
Base. Teryl -- those are definitely two jobs you don't want to
mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals =-- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most'practical and cost-efficient programs ever devised --
and represents one of the best federal investments since Bétsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -~ even as pay-outs increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that the inéreased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also mean increased tax revenue for America. And
the additional education its participants receive continues to
produce a technological gain for our country. |

Even more important are the improvements in our grﬁed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important coﬁponent
in the success of America's all-volunteer forces. And it

contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean
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training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity
and morale have gone up. '

The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence ih our armed forces. And it's also playing
an important role in promoting excellence in educatjon. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize guality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate in February. 1It's time for the
House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress in
education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass this
bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Ourlarmed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -~ in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in
military might or educational excellence -- the United States of
America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless
you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# ¥ #
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PRESIDENT&AL REMARKS: MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL CEREMONY
THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 1990, 11:30 A.M.

Thank yoﬁj\thank you all. TI' m déilghted to see Dick Cheney,

" ‘ﬂh Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos 4— three outstanding Cabinet
HA
AN Secretaries -- represeﬁt*pg three of our Administration's most

/}¢4¢V / important priorities;.”hmeribajs defense, America's veterans, and
/ N

America's excellence through education. \\\
7~ e N
I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of

Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed

forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
C"\(«l“‘*’"\““ of ‘the /W \/% 5

from the State of MlSSlSSLPPL/r- thj Army veteran for whom this thwlﬁy

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress
on the same day. But‘ggif_the on}y~ﬁ;;£;;;efthé‘class;who‘s got
his name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Air
National Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\
Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you péf&md¢
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it

was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold

and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young

men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more tha. 16,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.

Bill. Aﬁ;rica's schools were soon swamped with prefabricated

1/\;:\;‘;(5'
villages—ef-guonset-huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million

. . edoceafiong
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America haé.enjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill changed
the lives of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has continued to
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! \\\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill
is my definition of "commitment." A\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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/
tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. /The

wis purt of Fhe Honair Guard las f/ o wreadtb-

Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, whq;s~s%andingfduty"this-month atéthe Leeyihg

i S,

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's o f ¢
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State

College since 1987. And reservists like

Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs
-- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definitely two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficienf programs ever devised --
and represents one of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that the increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also mean’ increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-volunteer forces. And it
contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporﬂgnt role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize quality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senatevl?fscﬂefembert It's time for

¢ I €9 yruvGy

the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass
this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in
military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless

you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# # B
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REMARKS:
Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 06/01, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Statf
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:

MONTGOMERY G.I. BILL CEREMONY
THE ROSE GARDEN .
TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 1990, 11:30 A.M.

Thank you, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
ond Scm N Ao

Ed~SefwiﬂsktT—aﬁd-ﬁéﬁ?e~G&V&%es'—- three outstanding Cabinet
Md M y &C&W dp VCWS Aa‘a"ﬂ) —ron\{ u'f\c'lp;

Secretaries -- represeat@ggjﬁhree of our Administration's most

tét;important priorities: Aamerica's defense, America's veterans, and

america's excellence through education. \\\

———

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of

Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- the Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I goﬁ to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress

youe
on the same day. But N&*s the only member of the class who's got
o™ '
’ i&s name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Alr

National Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

oday, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
I:anxesp“Jqu p&uxd

Rose Gardenflam@Ato have this opportunity to come by to tell you‘?U3maU

just how important I believe this program is. From the time it
was first.launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold n%&b

Wi
and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which[ioung Yo

men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barb;ra and I joined the ranks of more tha.. .&,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. Aﬁérica's schools were éoén swaméed with prefabricated
villages of guonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their éﬁ;ﬁﬁiéf\ (75gizﬁ%_dh1»uo)

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America haé enjoyed
during the 46 years sinée it first began. The G.I. Bill changed
the lives of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has continued to
succeséfully improve and evolve. And I remembe; some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! \\\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at' the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's Lis; at Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs

-- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definitely two jobs you don't want to mix upt! \\\

| For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"

has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficien£ programs ever devised --

énd represents one of the best federal investments since Betsy

Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase —-‘four decades of
experience have taught us that the increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also mean* increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-Volunteer forces. [énd it
contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone gg.:g UnAL“MJ
VAN
(,\/
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporfant role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational_
Excellence Act we sent Congress last Aprill -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize guality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last November. 1It's time for

the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass

this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about educatioﬂ in America.
Our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
imporéant work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation'si&outﬂ]-- and in ensuring that whether in
military might or educational excellence -~ the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless

you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

" " "
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Winston by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 06/01, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.
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Thank you, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos -- three outstanding Cabinet
Secretaries -- representing three of our Administration's most
-important priorities: America's defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of
Congress. These outstapding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- the Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elecfed to Congress
on the same day. But he's the only member of'the class who's got
his name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Air
National Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it

was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has beeh a huge, bold

and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young
men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own pilece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barbara and I ioined the ranks of more tha.: uo,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swaméed with prefabricated
villages of quonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America haéienjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill chapged
the lives of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. *\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has continued to
succesSfully.improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! \\\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in‘the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs
-- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading
radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definitely two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficienf‘programs ever devised --
and represents oﬁe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread. |

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that the increased earnings of these
educated G;I.'s also means increased tax revenue for America.

And fhe additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain for our country.

| Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-§olunteer forces. And it
contributes to savings because better educafed recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporéant role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize gquality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last November. 1It's time for
the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress
in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass
this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. B;ll is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in

military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\
Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless

you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# # #
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Thank you, thank-you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos -- three outstanding Cabinet
Secretaries -- representing three of our Administration's most
important priorities: America‘'s defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished-Representative
from the State of Mississippl -- the Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. - We were elected to Congreés
on the same day. But he's the only membef of the class who's got
his name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Air
National Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it
was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold
and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young

-men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own plece of the American dream.



2

In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranké of more tha.. 4,000
couples who headed  to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swamﬁed with prefabricated
villages of quonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America ha§ enjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill chagged
the lives of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill hés‘continued to
successfully improve and e&olve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! \\\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America‘through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Speciaiists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs
-- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definitely two jobs you don't want to mix upl \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficienf programs ever devised --
and represents oﬂe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begiﬂ with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that the increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also means increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-volunteer forces. And it
contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporéant role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize quality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last November. 1It's time for
the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress
in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass
this bill now. \\\ |

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about educatioﬁ in America.
Oour armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in

educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in

- military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless
you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# # #
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Thank you, thank you all, I'm delighted te mase Dick Cheney,
B4 Dexwinski, and Lauro Cavazos =- three sutstanding Cabinet
SeCrstaries =- [epIesenting three of cur Administzation's mest

. inportant priorities: America's dafenss, Anerica's vetsiang, and

YJ' Anerica's an o W\
] y«“ N 1'm also pleased to see 50 many distinguished Meubers of
1‘-"’ c:::.-:gnu.*b These outstanding repressntatives of america's azmed

s '} frem tha Btate of Misaissippd --,the teran for whom this Cammeibe
- ) higtaoris bill is named -=- my old friend Sonny Yontgomary. \\\ s
M ',A Bonny, I got to hand it to you. We waze alacted to Congress
.&‘/ O on the same day. But he's the only member of the class who's got
\;‘leq his name on beth a major bill and a major puilding -- an Alr
W National Guard conmplex down in Mississippl. The oaly dilis with
..}’ w.mmmthﬂmalmmmltmondo!mmtm W

Y
: @'ﬂ . forces, And -~ most of all --chthler %&Ww W’

L’/,JI’ ) Today, I am very pleamed and honozed to walcome you to the
| f'/ -“0 Rose Gazden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell yau
fﬂ" just hew important I bhelleve this program is. From tha time ie
pt . v #47at laupched iz 1944, the G.I. Bill has beea & huge, beld
b’ ! N and sucoessfyl sxperiment -- an ongeing experiment in which young
1‘ v men and women from all walks of 1ife are given not only a ghglas,

but also a ghapae ~= a chancs for a higher sdusaticn and thaly
own piece 0f the Anerican dream. '
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Ta 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks.of mere tha. 40,000
souples who headed to sollage that year on the original 4.1,
B4ill. Aﬂzzica'- schools ware soon swamped with prafabricated

7

villages of guonset hute and trallexrs. By 1946 and 1947, the
Zlcad tide had Orested == and more than two and a half millien
veterand had anmbarked on getting their degraass.

The G.I. B3ill has apecial impoxtance to me, and special
importance to the peace and proaperisy that America has lnjeynd
during the 4¢ ysars since lt firxst began. The @.I. Bill changed
the lives of milllons by replacing ald zoadblocks with new paths
of erpo::un&ty. And, in 20 dolng, it boosted America's :
woTkfores, it booated Anerica's ecoucmy, and it changed the life

. 0% our Natien. \\\ ,

Thanks to pecple like Sonny, the G.I. BLll has continued to
successfully improve and avolva, And I remember scme of the
tough battlss that were fought to get the new Blll through
Congress. Sonny interrupted cone marathon confsrence sessicn with
a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military == and of

his commitment to atiek it out. He brought in mt W\
Sonny =~ I've watpp C-Ratiens. \\\ Ard eating tham on the Rill

is my definition of "gopmitment." \\\
The sucscess of Sonny's elferts is avident in the veung

American harces we salute today =-- the men and women here
reprosenting Amezica's armed services and symbellsing the one-
millienth partieipant in the Nontgomery G.T. Bill., Airman llke
Alabama's Jeramie Brown, wvho lsaves for Munich tomorrew to help
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tell the atory of Amarica through the Armed Torces Metwork. The
cénut Guazd's Reith Pyls, who's standing duty thls month at the
Temb of the Unknown Saldio:. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meldling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stogkton State
College minea 1987. And rasarvists lika the Univarsity of
chicago's Teryl Spaights [SPATES], who puts in time with :ug_ighl
== reading X-rags at tha West 8ids V.A. Heapital, and reading
$adar goreany at Olenview Naval Alr Base. Teryl == thosa ars
dafinitely two joba you don't want te mix upl \\\

For Amerioa -- as for these individuals ~-- the "pay=Ragk"
has been terrific., Today, the Montgomery g.:. 3111 ranks among
the meat practical and cost-efficient programs ever deviged --
and represents oﬁc of the best faderal lavestments since Betsy
Ross bought a nesdle and thrsad, '

To bagin with, right now the program i3 more than paying for
itaelf, and == @van as PAY-outs increase -- four decades of
experiencs lave taught us that the Lnarcllea(eazningl of these
educated G.I.'s AlSC means increased tax rsvenue for America.

And the additional-education 1ts partigipanta receiva continues
to produse a technological gain for our country.

. Zven more impoztant Ara the lmprovements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Eill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-Qeluntonr forces. And 1t

contributes e 5avings beciause better cducated recrults mean

training souts and attrition have gone dewm -- while produstivisy
and morale have gona yn.
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The Montgemery G.I. Bill i3 Playing an important zols in
promoting excallence in our armed forces., And it's also playing
an meor€;nt rels in promoting axcellence in edugagion. Several
of its componants -- choice, £laxibility, and compatitiveness --
parallel soms of thae most important components of the Rducational
Excellence ASt we sant Congress last Spril e a gritical first
atsp in our efforts to revitallza guality in America's schools.

Tt was passed by tha Senate last November. It's time for
the ﬁoun- te ast. Lat'm make this a year of change and prograss
in education. Let's striks a blow for arsellenca. Iat's pess
this i1} mow. \\\ ' .

2ducation is our most enduring lsgasy, vital to everything
we are and can hieen.. and the Monsgomery G.I. Bill im a
powerful example of what is right abeut educatien in -Amerieca.
Cur armed forces and our systsm of higher education are today the
anvy of the world, And s9 I'm here to thani'yon for the
important Work you do in dsfending our xttiéh'l fxeedom ~~ ia
sducating our Naticn's youth -- and in ensuring that whethez in
military might or educational excallsnce =~ the United States of
Aparica stands seccnd to nons. \\\\ '

Thank vou for coming to the White House today. God bless
you in your efforts. And Ged bless the Unlted sStatas.

L # L
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Thank you, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick'Chenéy,
Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos -- three outstanding Cabinet
Secretaries -- representing three of our Adminisﬁration's most
.importanﬁ priorities: America's defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed .
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished quresgntat;ve
from the State of Mississiépi -- the Army véteran for whom this

historic bill is'named,-- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress
on the same day. But he's the only member of the class who's got
his name on both a major bill and a major bullding -=- an Air
Natlonal Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the monthi \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it
was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold
and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young
men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the. American dream.
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Iﬁ 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more tha.. 0,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swaméed with prefabricated
 vi11ages of quonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
-flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America haéhenjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill chagged
the lives of millions by reﬁlacing'old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doingf it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

' Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has continued to _
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Cbngress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with

a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! \\\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." AR Y

’ The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgoﬁery G.I. Biil. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs
-- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading
radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

-definitely two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical aﬁd cost-efficienf programs ever devised --
and represents oﬂe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that the increased earnings of these
‘educated G.I.'s also means increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-&olunteer forces. And it
contributes to savinés because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporégnt role.in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -~ choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize guality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last November. It's time for
the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress
in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass
this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in-
military might or educational excellence -- the United States of
America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless
you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# # #
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Thank you, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos -- three outstanding Cabinet
Secretaries -- representing three of our Administration's most
important priorities: America's defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- the.Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress
on the same day. But he's the only member of the class who's got
his name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Air
National Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it
was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold

and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young

men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945,‘Barbaré and I joined the ranks of more th... *¢,000
coupios Who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. Aﬁérica's.sohools were soon swamped with prefabficated
villagesbof quonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, ihe
flood tide had crested -- and more thah two and a half million
veterans.had>eMbarked on getting theif degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America has enjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill changed .
the lives of millions by replacing.old roadblocks with new paths
of oppor;unity; ' And, in so doing, it boosted America's
~workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. V\\ | |

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has continued to
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! \\\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we éalute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth-participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen 1like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the Story-of Ameriéa’thrdugh the Armed fordes Network. 'Lin:
cOsst-Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the
'Tomb of the Unknown Soldief. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State
College since 1987. Aﬁd reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATESj, who puts in time with two jobs
--'réading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definite%g;two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America ~- as for these individuals =-- the "pay-back“
has been serrific. Today, the qutgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most praCticai and cost-efficient programs ever devised -
and represents oﬁe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the prograﬁ is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that the increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also means increased tax revenue for America.

And the additionalledgcation its participants receive continues
to prodﬁce a technoiogical gain for our country.

Even more»impbrtant_are the improvements in our armed
fqrces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-volunteer forces. And it
contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.
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The Montgomery.G.I.‘Bill is playing an important role in

promoting excellence in'our armed forces. And it's also playing
an important role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -~ choice, flexibility, and competitiveness’—-
parallel some of the mést imporﬁant components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
-sEep in our efforts to revitalize gualitx in America's schools.

| It was passed by the Senate last November. 1It's timeAfor
4the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass

this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
ﬁe are and can bééome.' And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is ri;ht about education in America.
- our armed forces and our systeﬁ of higher edupation are.today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
iméortant work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in

military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands secdhd to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless

you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

b # #
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Thank you, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos -- three outstanding Cabinet
Secretaries -- representing three of our Administration's most

important priorities: America's defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- the Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress
on the same day. But he's the only member of the class who's got
his name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Air
National Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it
was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold

and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young

men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more than 40,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swamped with prefabricated
villages of quonset huts and trailers. . By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peacé and prospérity that America has enjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill changed
the 1i§es of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, Fhe G.I. Bill has continued to
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with

a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! AR
Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
Americaﬁ heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the

Tomb of the Unknown Spldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's

Linda Meidling [ Bof— ]

Stockton State College since 1987. And reservists like the

o's been on the Dean's List at

University of Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time
with two jobs -- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital,

and reading radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl --

those are definitely two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficient programs ever devised --
and represents one of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, the program is more than paying for itself
-- as-of last year over $700 million had reverted.to the Treasury
from G.I. Bil%ﬂpay deductions, while onlyw$42.millionmnggmpgggru
paid—eut*m:;#enwasuehatmbaiance—shiétsz four decades of
experience have gaught us that the increased earnings of these
educated G.I.‘;jﬁzgns increased tax revenue for America. And the
additional education its participants receive continues to
produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component

in the success of America's all-volunteer forces. And it

contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

>
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training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.

r’/”//’zz~has been e

ever, National Guard and Reserve personnel are

ecially important because, for the first time

gible for

participation. Today, many tive units

uld be unable to
deploy without their reserve com ent. The National Guard and
Reserve provide nearly hg;f/ﬁg/khe Arm total combat power --
and two-thirds of 1 combat support, service port, and

wartime medic capability. And with the expectation

additio troop reductions, the role of America's reserve ‘forces
become all the more critical.

The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an important role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize quality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last November. It's time for

the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass

this bill now. \\\

|-

we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything

powerful example of what is right about education in America.

Our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
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envy of the world. 'And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in
military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless
you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.
# # #
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Thank you, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos -- three outstanding Cabinet

Secretaries -- representing three of our Administration's most

-important priorities: BAmerica's defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- the Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress
on the same day. But he's the only member of'the class‘who{s got
his name on both a major bill and a major building‘—- an Air
Nafional Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it
was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold

and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young

men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more tha,: uH,000
couples who headed to coilege that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swaméed with prefabricated
villages of quonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America haéhenjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill,changed
the 1ives of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has contiﬁued to
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a.rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rationsl \\\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Nétwork. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs.
-- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -~ those are

definitely two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficien£ programs ever devised --
and represents oﬂe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -~ four decades of
experience have taught us that the increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also means increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain fof our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgdmery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-§oluntee: forces. And it
contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.



4

The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporéant role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize quality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last November. It's time for
the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass

this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can bécome. And the Montgomery G.If Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
import;nt work you do in defending our Nation's freedom =-- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in
military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless
you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# # #
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Thank fou, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos -- three outstanding Cabinet
Secretaries -- representing three of our Administration's most
-important priorities: America's defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- the Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress
on the same day. But he's the only member of_the class who's got
his name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Air
Nafional Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it
was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold

and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young

men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks -of more tha.. 4,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swamﬁed with prefabricated
villages of quonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America haéhenjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill changed
the liyes of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. ‘\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has contiﬁued to
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a_father unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! \\\

Sonny -~ I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. Thé
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs
~-- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definitely two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bili ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficienf programs ever devised --
and represents oﬁe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that ﬁhe increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also means increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-Golunteer forces. And it
contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporégnt role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April ~-- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize quality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last November. It's time fér
the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass

this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to éverything
we are and can bécome. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Oour armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom =-- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in
military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless

you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# # B
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Thank you, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos -- three outstanding Cabinet
Secretafies -- representing three of our Administration's most
important priorities: America's defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to.see so many distinguished Members of
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished/Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- the Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. .We were elected to Congress
on the same day. But Eg;§ the-@n&yfmembér4offthe'class who's got
his name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Air
National Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the month! \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it
was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold

and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young

men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the American dream.




2

In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more tha.. y&,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swaméed with prefabricated
villages of quoﬁs;t huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America haé.enjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill changed
the lives of millions by replacing old roadblocks/with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted América's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has continued to
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! \\\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standlng duty thlS month at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the~University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs
-- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definitely two jobs you doh't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. BiI& ranks among
the most practical and cost—efficient programs ever devised --
and represents ohe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that the increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also means increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-volunteer forces. And it

contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporégnt role in promoting excellencé/in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize guality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last-November. It's time for

T Febrec

the House to act. Let's make this a year of c&gnge and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass

this bill now. \\\ /

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in
military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless
you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# # B
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and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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Thank you, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
ond Sam Siane )

Ed~Eefwiﬁsk17—and—tﬁﬁ?e~eavaaes-—- three outstanding Cabinet
omd DepUTy Seeretary of Velrons Alleurs, Ty Brincies

Secretaries -- represea%%ggj@hree of our Administration's most

cél.important priorities: America's defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of
congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- the Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress

oe
on the same day. But é%+s the only member of the class who's got
o '
%&s name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Air

National Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with

my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the monthl \\\

oday, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
T oo e,_spcua.u,q pleced
Rose Gardenflam&ato have this opportunity to come by to tell you\?u3NNJ£

just how important I believe this program is. From the time it

was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has been a huge, bold ’“ﬁxﬂ

o,
oV

and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which[éoung 4
men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more tha. 4®,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swamﬁed with prefabricated
villages of guonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their égggngf\ (?ﬁg;:ﬁ%_dh7xu4)

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America has enjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill changed
the lives of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has continued to
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with

a rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! \\\
Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs
-- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definitely two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficienf programs ever devised --
and represents oﬁe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that fhe increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also mean* increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-volunteer forces. [énd it
contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone gp.:l UﬁﬁL“MJ
VA%
«u\/
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporfgnt role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize guality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last November. It's time for
the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass

this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so 1I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation‘s[%outﬁj-- and in ensuring that whether in
military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless

you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.

# # B
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In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more thau.qo,'ooo
couples who headed to college that.year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swamﬁed with prefabricated
villages of quonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide 'had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America haé»enjoyed
dquring the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill chagged
the lives of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's economy, andlit changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has contihued to
successfully improve and evolve. And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conferencé session with
a_rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! \\\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help

-
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tell the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Cdast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs
-- reading X-<rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definitely two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficienf programs ever devised --
and represents oﬂe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -~ four decades of
exXperience have taught us that £he increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also means increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues

N

to produce a technological gain for our country.
. Even more important are the improvements in our armed

forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component

'in the success of America's all-volunteer forces. And it

contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporégnt role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize guality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last November. It's time for
the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass

this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can bécome. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Oour armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. And so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -=- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in

military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless

you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.
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Thank you, thank you all. I'm delighted to see Dick Cheney,
Ed Derwinski, and Lauro Cavazos -- three outstanding Cabinet
Secretaries -- representing three of our Administration's most
-important priorities: America's defense, America's veterans, and

America's excellence through education. \\\

I'm also pleased to see so many distinguished Members of
Congress. These outstanding representatives of America's armed
forces. And -- most of all -- the distinguished Representative
from the State of Mississippi -- the Army veteran for whom this

historic bill is named -- my old friend Sonny Montgomery. \\\

Sonny, I got to hand it to you. We were elected to Congress
on the same day. But he's the only member oﬁ the class who's got
his name on both a major bill and a major building -- an Air
Nafional Guard complex down in Mississippi. The only bills with
my name on them are the ones we pay at the end of the monthi \\\

Today, I am very pleased and honored to welcome you to the
Rose Garden and to have this opportunity to come by to tell you
just how important I believe this program is. From the time it
was first launched in 1944, the G.I. Bill has beeh a huge, bold

and successful experiment -- an ongoing experiment in which young

men and women from all walks of life are given not only a choice,
but also a chance -- a chance for a higher education and their

own piece of the American dream.
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In 1945, Barbara and I joined the ranks of more tha.. ya,000
couples who headed to college that year on the original G.I.
Bill. America's schools were soon swamﬁed with prefabricated
villages of quonset huts and trailers. By 1946 and 1947, the
flood tide had crested -- and more than two and a half million
veterans had embarked on getting their degrees.

The G.I. Bill has special importance to me, and special
importance to the peace and prosperity that America ha§>enjoyed
during the 46 years since it first began. The G.I. Bill chapged
the lives of millions by replacing old roadblocks with new paths
of opportunity. And, in so doing, it boosted America's
workforce, it boosted America's econaomy, and it changed the life
of our Nation. \\\

Thanks to people like Sonny, the G.I. Bill has contihued to
successfully improve and evolve.' And I remember some of the
tough battles that were fought to get the new Bill through
Congress. Sonny interrupted one marathon conference session with
a_rather unique reminder of the needs of the military -- and of

his commitment to stick it out. He brought in C-Rations! A\

Sonny -- I've eaten C-Rations. \\\ And eating them on the Hill

is my definition of "commitment." \\\

The success of Sonny's efforts is evident in the young
American heroes we salute today -- the men and women here
representing America's armed services and symbolizing the one-
millionth participant in the Montgomery G.I. Bill. Airmen like

Alabama's Jeramie Brown, who leaves for Munich tomorrow to help
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teil the story of America through the Armed Forces Network. The
Coast Guard's Keith Pyle, who's standing duty this month at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Medical Specialists like the Army's
Linda Meidling, who's been on the Dean's List at Stockton State
College since 1987. And reservists like the University of
Chicago's Teryl Speights [SPATES], who puts in time with two jobs
-- reading X-rays at the West Side V.A. Hospital, and reading

radar screens at Glenview Naval Air Base. Teryl -- those are

definitely two jobs you don't want to mix up! \\\

For America -- as for these individuals -- the "pay-back"
has been terrific. Today, the Montgomery G.I. Bill ranks among
the most practical and cost-efficienﬁ programs ever devised --
and represents oﬂe of the best federal investments since Betsy
Ross bought a needle and thread.

To begin with, right now the program is more than paying for
itself, and -- even as pay-outs increase -- four decades of
experience have taught us that the increased earnings of these
educated G.I.'s also means increased tax revenue for America.

And the additional -education its participants receive continues
to produce a technological gain for our country.

Even more important are the improvements in our armed
forces. The Montgomery G.I. Bill has been an important component
in the success of America's all-Qolunteer forces. And it
contributes to savings because better educated recruits mean

training costs and attrition have gone down -- while productivity

and morale have gone up.
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The Montgomery G.I. Bill is playing an important role in
promoting excellence in our armed forces. And it's also playing
an imporégnt role in promoting excellence in education. Several
of its components -- choice, flexibility, and competitiveness --
parallel some of the most important components of the Educational
Excellence Act we sent Congress last April -- a critical first
step in our efforts to revitalize guality in America's schools.

It was passed by the Senate last November. It's time for
the House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress

in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass

this bill now. \\\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can bécome. And the Montgomery G.I. Bill is a
powerful example of what is right about education in America.
Our armed forces and our system of higher education are today the
envy of the world. aAnd so I'm here to thank you for the
important work you do in defending our Nation's freedom -- in
educating our Nation's youth -- and in ensuring that whether in
military might or educational excellence -- the United States of

America stands second to none. \\\\

Thank you for coming to the White House today. God bless

you in your efforts. And God bless the United States.
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