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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release ' o May 24, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
DURING CEREMONY CELEBRATING
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START

The Rose Garden

-11:04 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Well, good morning and welcome to this
beautlful morning in the Rose Garden. And Representative Kildee's
here. I appreciate your coming, sir. And to others, welcome. It's
a great pleasure to have you here. Connie Horner, Mary Gall -- great
to see both of you. Let me congratulate you, Connie, as number two
in this enormous HHS for what she's doing. And, Mary, to your
continued commitment to our young. :

L First of all, happy 25th birthday to Head Start.
(Applause ) Like all blrthday parties, today we celebrate both where
we've been and where we will be tomorrow.

In May, 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
Rose Garden, a great idea came into being -- President Johnson,
President Lyndon Johnson first spoke of a new initiative that he
“'would- soon propose--- Head Start.. And he said then that the program
would -- here were his words, "rescue these children from the poverty -
which otherwise could pursue them all their lives. The project," he
went on, "is designed to put them on an even footing with their
classmates as they enter school."

Since that day, Head Start has reached over 11 million
chlldren, providing comprehensive development services to nearly
half-a-million low-income children every year. Head Start provides
these children not only with preschool education and social skills,
but with health and nutrition services as well. Virtually all of the
children enrolled in Head Start get the medical attention they need.
And for many children, Head Start gives them their best meal of the
day.

Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that works for
children -- by enhancing their educational performance and really
fostering success in life. Head Start also works for families, by
offering child care and child development programs for parents, which
builds self-confidence and by encouraging a commitment to improve
their lives and the lives of the children. And it works for the
thousands of communities nationwide where Head Start graduates give
so much right back to society, by helping to build strong families
and strong neighborhoods.

Today, almost a third of the 80,000 Head Start staff
members across America are current or former Head Start parents
themselves -- 80,000. Parents like Eugenla Boggus, here with us
today, who is now pre51dent of the National neaa start Association.
(Applause.) Where is she? You stand up. Thank you. (Applause.)

Or Claude Endfield of White River, Arizona, when she
enrolled her child in a White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start
program in 1973, she was unemployed. She became a volunteer at the
Head Start Center, then a Head Start teacher, and today is program
chairman of the Early Cchild Development Department at Northland
Pioneer College in Arizona. Head Start, you see, gave her the skills

MORE



and confidence she needed to tufn her whole'life around. ' N ~f/

But as vital as the parents and the staff are to the
success of Head Start, we must especially congratulate the kids,
Many, some of you klds here are grown up now, but they are grown up
now and because they were given an equal chance at the starting
block, they crossed the finish line on their own and most of them
winners. :

v

Seba Johnson, for example, attended Head Start as a child
in the Virgin Islands ‘and, at the age of 14, became the first black -
woman skier to part1c1pate in the winter Olymplcs, representlng the
Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada, where she is training for
the next winter Olymplcs, and is volunteering her time to help
celebrate Head Start's 25th anniversary.

I

Carlos Jlmenez of Meadv111e, Pennsylvanla, who was a Head
Start student back in 1n 1977. This year, Carlos is graduating from
high school, third in his class of 320. A National Honor Society
member, Carlos will attend college in California this fall. Or
another example, Carl’Brenner, who is with us today. Carl? Where's
Carl. Right here. Oh here's our man, right here. He's now going
'to be performing. (Applause ) Also a Head Start alumnus. Graduated
first in his high school class. Now a senior cadet out at the U.S.
Air Force Academy in Colorado. : ' ‘ '

_These kids earned a lot of attention with their brilliant
success stories. But there are also quiet ones, special children
‘- that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example of Timothy
Combs from Buffalo, West Virginia, a child born with Down's Syhdrome
- who wasn't yet talking when he enrolled in Head Start at the.age of
- three. Head Start provided Timothy with speech therapy, help for his
hearing problem. And two years later, Timothy was able to enroll in
public school, where he continues to get the special attention ‘that
. began in HeadlstartJ"e R T e

: There are 'so many stories to tell, and so many Amerlcans
to ‘thank in Head Start centers all around the country. 1In fact, over
600,000 committed volunteers, each one a point of light, are giving
‘thelr all to make Head Start a national treasure. The kids we have
with us today are from Head Start programs throughout this area --
throughout the Washlngton area -- and by getting them ready to learn
today, we ensure that they too will have success stories to share
tomorrow. P
. ! .
. . It's because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like many of you here -- that at the historic education summit
last September in Charlottesv1lle, I asked every governor in the
nation to join in our lcommitment to quality programs like Head Start
and give every poor child a chance to start school ready to learn.
(Applause.) We proposed, our administration, 'the largest one-time
funding increase - in the history of Head Start -- a half a billion
dollars. And I know that the Congress will join me in giving Head
Start the best 25th birthday present possible -- enough (applause) --
And I salute Representative Kildee in this regard --. enough money to
enroll as many as 180,000 more children in this successful program.

- As they say, -that's a gift that keeps on giving -- by
enriching the lives of the kids, strengthening our families, and
building our communities. To everyone who has supported Head Start
for so many years, thank you, and God bless each and every one of
you. Thank you very,tvery much. :

END 11:15 A.M. EDT
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25TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START \ THE ROSE GARDEN
THURSDAY, MAY 24, 1990 \ 11:00 A.m.

GooD MORNING. IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME ALL OF
YOU TO THE WHITE HOUSE THIS MORNING. CONNIE (HORNER)
IT'S ALWAYS GOOD TO SEE YOU, AND LET ME CONGRATULATE
YOU ON THE GREAT JOB YOU'RE DOING AT HHS.

FIRST oF ALL, HAPPY 25TH BIRTHDAY To HEAD START!
LIKE ALL BIRTHDAY PARTIES, TODAY WE CELEBRATE BOTH
WHERE WE’'VE BEEN AND WHERE WE WILL BE TOMORROW.

- " | ' -
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IN MAY 1965, ON A BEAUTIFUL SPRING DAY RIGHT HERE

IN THE ROSE GARDEN, A GREAT IDEA CAME INTO BEING --
PRESIDENT LYNDON JOHNSON FIRST SPOKE OF A NEW
INITIATIVE HE WOULD SOON PROPOSE -- HEAD START. HEe
SAID THEN THAT THE PROGRAM WOULD "RESCUE THESE CHILDREN
FROM THE POVERTY WHICH OTHERWISE COULD PURSUE THEM ALL
THEIR LIVES. THE PROJECT IS DESIGNED TO PUT THEM ON AN
EVEN FOOTING WITH THEIR CLASSMATES AS THEY ENTER
SCHOOL." | |
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SINCE THAT DAY, HEAD START HAS REACHED OVER 11
MILLION CHILDREN, PROVIDING COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT
SERVICES TO NEARLY HALF-A-MILLION LOW-INCOME CHILDREN
EVERY YEAR. HEAD START PROVIDES THESE CHILDREN NOT
ONLY WITH PRESCHOOL EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SKILLS, BUT
WITH HEALTH AND NUTRITION SERVICES AS WELL. VIRTUALLY
ALL OF THE CHILDREN ENROLLED IN HEAD START GET THE
MEDICAL ATTENTION THEY NEED. AND FOR MANY CHILDREN,
HEAD START GIVES THEM THEIR BEST MEAL OF THE DAY,

-4 -

EVERYONE AGREES HEAD START IS A PROGRAM THAT WORKS

FOR CHILDREN -- BY ENHANCING THEIR EDUCATIONAL
PERFORMANCE AND FOSTERING SUCCESS IN LIFE. HEAD START
ALSO WORKS FOR FAMILIES --BY OFFERING CHILD CARE AND
CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS FOR PARENTS, WHICH BUILD
SELF-CONFIDENCE, AND BY ENCOURAGING A COMMITMENT TO
IMPROVE THEIR LIVES AND THE LIVES OF THEIR CHILDREN.

. e ma——— e .-
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AND IT WORKS FOR THE THOUSANDS OF COMMUNITIES
NATIONWIDE WHERE HEAD START "GRADUATES" GIVE SO MUCH
BACK TO SOCIETY, BY HELPING TO BUILD STRONG FAMILIES
AND- SOLID NEIGHBORHOODS.

TODAY, ALMOST A THIRD OF THE 80,000 HEaD START
STAFF MEMBERS ACROSS AMERICA ARE CURRENT OR FORMER HEAD
START PARENTS THEMSELVES. PARENTS LIKE EUGENIA Boggus
[BO-Gus]l, HERE WITH US TODAY, WHO IS NOW PRESIDENT OF
THE NATIONAL HEAD START ASSOCIATION.

-6 - |
OR CLAUDE ENDFIELD OF WHITE RIVER, ARIZONA.--- WHEN
SHE ENROLLED HER CHILD IN THE WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE
INDIAN HEAD START PROGRAM IN 1973, SHE WAS UNEMPLOYED.
SHE BECAME A VOLUNTEER AT THE HEAD START CENTER, THEN A
HEAD START TEACHER, AND TODAY IS PROGRAM CHAIRMAN OF
THE EARLY CHILDHOOD DEPARTMENT AT NORTHLAND PIONEER

COLLEGE IN ARIZONA. HEAD START GAVE HER THE SKILLS AND
CONFIDENCE SHE NEEDED TO TURN HER LIFE AROUND.
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BUT AS VITAL AS THE PARENTS AND THE STAFF ARE TO
THE SUCCESS OF HEAD START, WE MUST ESPECIALLY
CONGRATULATE THE KIDS. MANY ARE GROWN UP NOW, AND
BECAUSE THEY WERE GIVEN AN EQUAL CHANCE AT THE STARTING
BLOCK -- THEY CROSSED THE FINISH LINE ON THEIR OWN, AND
MOST OF THEM WINNERS. | |

-8 - |

SEBA JOHNSON, FOR EXAMPLE, ATTENDED HEAD START AS A
CHILD IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS AND, AT THE AGE OF
FOURTEEN, BECAME THE FIRST BLACK WOMAN SKIER TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE WINTER OLYMPICS, REPRESENTING THE
VIRGIN IsLANDS. ToDAY SHE LIVES IN NEVADA, WHERE SHE
IS TRAINING FOR THE NEXT WINTER OLYMPICS -- AND IS
VOLUNTEERING HER TIME TO HELP CELEBRATE HEAD START'S
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY.

R Jeemamesee T T -
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AnD CARLOS JIMENEZ OF MEADVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA, WHO WAS .
A HEaD START STUDENT IN 1977. THis YEAR, CARLOS 1S
GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL, THIRD IN HIS CLASS OF 320.
A NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY MEMBER, CARLOS WILL ATTEND
COLLEGE IN CALIFORNIA THIS FALL. OR CARL BRENNER, WHO
IS WITH US TODAY, IS ALSO A HEAD START ALUMNUS, WHO
GRADUATED FIRST IN HIS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS AND IS NOW A
SENIOR CADET AT THE U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY.

I T
- 10 -

- THESE KIDS EARNED A LOT OF ATTENTION WITH THEIR
BRILLIANT SUCCESS STORIES. BUT THERE ARE ALSO THE
QUIET ONES, SPECIAL CHILDREN THAT OTHERWISE MIGHT GET
OVERLOOKED. TAKE THE EXAMPLE OF TIMOTHY COMBS FROM
BuFFALO, WEST VIRGINIA, A CHILD BORN WITH Douwn's
SYNDROME WHO WASN'T YET TALKING WHEN HE ENROLLED IN

HEAD START AT THE AGE OF THREE. HEAD START PROVIDED

TIMOTHY WITH SPEECH THERAPY AND HELP FOR HIS HEARING
PROBLEMS.
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TWo YEARS LATER, TIMOTHY WAS ABLE TO ENROLL IN PUBLIC -
SCHOOL, WHERE HE CONTINUES TO GET THE SPECIAL ATTENTION
THAT BEGAN IN HEAD START.

THERE ARE SO MANY STORIES TO TELL, AND SO MANY
AMERICANS TO THANK IN HEAD START CENTERS AROUND THE
COUNTRY. IN FACT, oveEr 600,000 coMMITTED VOLUNTEERS -~
EACH ONE A "POINT OF LIGHT" -- ARE GIVING THEIR ALL TO

MAKE HEAD START A NATIONAL TREASURE.

START SCHOOL READY TO LEARN.
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THE -TIME '
OurR ADMINISTRATION PROPOSED THE LARGEST :f: .
HeEAD START --
IN THE HISTORY OF
FUNDING INCREASE e
NGRESS WILL JOI
I HoPE THAT THE Co
BILLION DOLLARS.
- ' - BIRTHDAY
IN GIVING HEAD START THE BEST TWENTY-FIFTH N
AS MANY
PRESENT POSSIBLE -- ENOUGH MONEY TO ENROLL
OGRAM.
180,000 MORE CHILDREN IN THIS SUCCESSFUL PR
4
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As THEY SAY, THAT'S A GIFT THAT "KEEPS ON GIVING"
== BY ENRICHING THE LIVES OF OUR CHILDREN,
STRENGTHENING OUR FAMILIES, AND BUILDING OUR
COMMUNITIES. TO EVERYONE WHO HAS SUPPORTED HEAD START
FOR SO MANY YEARS, THANK YOU, AND GOD BLESS EACH ONE OF
You.

¥ # #
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For Immediate Release ' _ May 24, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
DURING CEREMONY CELEBRATING
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START

The Rose Garden

©11:04 A.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, good morning and welcome to this
beautiful morning in the Rose Garden. And Representative Kildee's
here. I appreciate your coming, sir. And to others, welcome. It's
a great pleasure to have you here. Connie Horner, Mary Gall -- great
to see both of you. Let me congratulate you, Connie, as number two
in this enormous HHS for what she's doing. And, Mary, to your
continued commitment to our young. o

First of all, happy 25th birthday to Head Start.
(Applause ) Like all blrthday parties, today we celebrate both where
.we've been and where we will be tomorrow.

In May, 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
Rose Garden, a great idea came into being -~ President Johnson,
President Lyndon Johnson first spoke of a new initiative that he
would soon propose =-- Head Start. And he said then that the program
would -- here were his words, "rescue these children from the poverty
which otherwise could pursue them all their lives. The project," he
-~-went on, "“is designed to put—them-on-an-even footing- with-their -- - -
classmates as they enter school."

Since that day, Head Start has reached over 11 million
children, providing comprehensive development services to nearly
half-a-million low-income children every year. Head Start provides
these children not only with preschool education and social skills,
but with health and nutrition services as well. Virtually all of the
children enrolled in Head Start get the medical attention they need.
And for many children, Head Start gives them their best meal of the
day.

Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that works for
children -~ by enhanc1ng their educational performance and really
fostering success in life. Head Start also works for families, by
offering child care and child development programs for parents, which
builds self-confidence and by encouraging a commitment to improve
their lives and the lives of the children. And it works for the
thousands of communities nationwide where Head Start graduates give
so much right back to society, by helping to bulld strong families
and strong neighborhoods.

Today, almost a thlrd of the 80,000 Head Start staff
members across America are current or former Head Start parents
themselves -- 80,000. Parents like Eugenla Boggus, here with us
today, who is now president of the Nationai nead start Association.
(Applause.) Where is she? You stand up. Thank you. (Applause.)

Or Claude Endfield of White River, Arizona, when she
enrolled her child in a White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start
program in 1973, she was unemployed. She became a volunteer at the
Head Start Center, then a Head Start teacher, and today is program
chairman of the Early Child Development Department at Northland
Pioneer College in Arizona. Head Start, you see, gave her the skills

MORE
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and confidence she needed to‘turn‘her'whole life around.

But as vital as the parents and the staff are to the

_success of Head Start, we must especially congratulate the kids. -

Many, some of you kids here are grown up now, but they are grown up
now and because they were given an equal chance at the starting
block, they crossed the flnlsh ‘line on their own and most of them
w1nners.

. Seba Johnson, for example, attended Head Start as a child
in the Virgin Islands and, at the age of 14, became the first black
woman skier to part1c1pate in the winter Olymplcs, representlng the
Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada, where she is training for
the next winter Olympics, and is volunteerlng her time to help
celebrate - Head Start's 25th anniversary.

Carlos Jimenez of Meadville, Pennsylvanla, who was a Head
Start student back in in 1977. This year, Carlos is graduating from
high school, third in his class of 320. A National Honor Society

“member, Carlos will attend college in california this fall. Or
;another example, Carl Brenner, who is with us today. Carl? Where's
carl. 'Right here. Oh, here's our man, right here. He's now going

to be performlng. (Applause ) Also a Head Start alumnus. Graduated

“first in his high school class. Now a senior cadet out at the U.S.

Air Force Academy in Colorado.

These kids earned a lot of attention with their brllllant
success 'stories. But there are also quiet ones, special children

' ‘that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example of Timothy

Combs from Buffalo, West Virginia, a child born with Down's Syndrome

- who wasn't yet talking when he enrolled in Head Start at the age of

three: Head Start provided Timothy with speech therapy, help for his
hearing problem. And two years later, Timothy was able to enroll in

public school, where he contlnues to get the special attentlon that
'began 1n Head Start.’

' There are so many stories to tell, and so many Americans
to thank in Head Start centers all around the country: In fact, over
600,000 committed volunteers, each one a point of light, are giving
thelr all to make Head Start a national treasure. The kids we have
with us today are from Head Start programs throughout this area --

”throughout the Washington aréea '-- and by getting them ready to learn
" today; we ensure that they too w1ll have success storles to share

tomorrow.‘

It's because of children like these =-- and parents and
staff like many of you here -- that at the historic educatién summit
last September in Charlottesville, I asked every governor in the
nation to join in our commitment to quality programs like Head Start
and give every poor child a chance to start school ready to learn.

Y(Applause ) We proposed our administration, the largest one-time

funding increase in the history of Head Start -- a half a billion

‘dollars. And I know ‘that the Congress will jOln me in giving Head

Start the best 25th birthday present possible -- -enough (applause) =--
And I salute Representative Kildee in this regard -- enough money to

“enrcll as many. as 180,000 more chlldren in’ thls successful ‘program.

As they say, that's a gift that keeps on giving =-- by
enrlchlng the lives of the kids, strengthenlng our families, and
bulldlng ‘our communities. To everyone who has supported Head Start
for so many years, thank you, and God bless each and every one of

, you., Thank you very, i very much

I
i

R . END | 11:15 A.M. EDT



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 23, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON O
FROM: MARY KATE GRANchWQpr(hKQr
SUBJECT: 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START REMARKS

I. SUMMARY:

On Thursday, May 24, at 11 o'clock in the morning you will
host an audience of approximately 150 in the Rose Garden to
commemorate the 25th Anniversary of Head Start. You remarks will
be seven minutes in length and will be prepared on speechcards.

ITI. DISCUSSION:

The proposed text highlights various aspects of the Head
Start program, identifies exemplary Head Start parents -- some

present in the audience -- and calls on Congress to pass Head
Start legislation.



Grant/Dooley
May 23, 1990
Draft three
A:START
BRIEF REMARKS: 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START

THE ROSE GARDEN

THURSDAY, MAY}24, 1990

11:00 a.m.

((Thank you, Connie for that introduction and the great job
you're doing. Senator Dan Coates, it's always good to see you.))

First of all, Happy 25th Birthday to Head Start! Like all
birthday parties; today we celebrate bqth where we've been énd
where we will be tomorrow.

In May 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
Rose Garden, a great idea came into being -- President Lyndon
Johnson first spoke of a new initiative he would soon propose --
Head Start. He said then that the program would "rescue these
children from the poverty which otherwise could pursue them all
their lives. The project is designed to put them on an even
footing with their classmates as they enter school."

Since that day, Head Start has réached over 11 million
children, providing comprehensive development services to nearly
half—a—miliion low-income children every year. Head Start
provides these children not only with preschool education and
social skills, but with health and nutrition services as well.
Virﬁually all of the children enrolled in Head Start get the
medical attention they need. And for many children, Head Start

gives them their best meal of the day.
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Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that works for
children -- by enhancing their educational performance and
fostering success in life. Head Start also works for families -- .
by.offering child care and child development programs for
parents, which Build self-confidence, and by encouraging a
comnitment to improve their lives and the lives of their
children. And it works for the thousands of communities
nationwide where Head Start "graduates" give so much back to
society, by helping to build strong families and solid
neighborhoods.

Today, almost a third of the 80,000 Head Start staff members
across America are current or former Head Start parents
themselves. Parents like Eugenia Boggus, here with us today, who
is now president of the National Head Start Association.

Or Claude Endfield of White River, Arizona -- when she
enrolled her child in the White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start
program in 1973, she was unemployed. She became a volunteer at
the Head start Center, then a Head Start teacher, and today is
program chairman of the Early Childhood Department at Northland
Pioneer College in Arizona. Head Start gave her the skills and
confidence she needed to turn her life around.

But as vital as the parents and the staff are to the success
of Head Start, we must especially congratulate the kids. Many
are grown up now, and because they were given an equal chance at
the starting biock ~- they crossed the finish line on their own,

and most of them winners.
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Seba Johnson, for example, attended Head Start as a child in
the Virgin Islands and, at the age of fourteen, became the first
black woman skier to participate in the winter Olympics,
representing the Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada,
where she is training for the next winter Olympics -- and is
volunteering her time to heip celebrate Head Start's twenty-fifth
anniversary. ~And Carlos Jimenez of Meadville, Pennsylvania, who
was a Head Start student in 1977. This year, Carlos is
graduating from high school, third in his class of 320. A |
National Honor Society member, Carlos will attend college in
California this fall. Or Carl Brenner, who is with us today, is
also a Head Start alumnus, who graduated first in his high school
class and is now a senior cadet at the U.S. Air Force Academy.

These kids earned a lot of attention with their brilliant
success stories. But there are also the quiet ones, special
children that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example
of Timothy Combs from Buffalo, West Virginia, a child born with
Down's Syndrome who wasn't yet talking when he enrolled in Head
Start at the age of three. Head Start provided Timothy with
speech therapy and help for his hearing problems. Two years
later, Timothy was able to enroll in public school, where he
continues to get the special attention that began in Head Start.

There are so many stories to tell, and so many Americans to
thank in Head Start centers around the country. In fact, over
600,000 committed volunteers -- each one a "point of light" --

are giving their all to make Head Start a national treasure. The
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kids we have with us today are from Head Start programs
throughout the Washington area, and by getting them "ready to
learn" today, we ensure that they too will have success stories
"to share tomorrow.

It is because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like you -- that at the historic Education Summit last
September, I asked every Governor in the Nation to join in our
commitment to quality programs like Head Start and give every
poor child a chance to start school ready to learn. Our
Administration proposed the largest one-time funding increase in
the history of Head Start -- a half billion dollars. I hope that
the Congress will join me in giving Head Start the best twenty-
fifth birthday present possible - enough money to enroll as many
as 180,000 more children in this successful program.

As they say, that's a gift that "keeps on giving" -- by
enriching the lives of our cﬁildren, strengthening our families,
and building our communities. To everyone who has supported Head
Start for so many years, thank you, and God bless each one of

you.

¥ # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 23, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON W
FROM: MARY KATE GRANT /" {or (\KGr
SUBJECT: 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START REMARKS

I. SUMMARY:

On Thursday, May 24, at 11 o'clock in the morning you will
host an audience of approximately 150 in the Rose Garden to
commemorate the 25th Anniversary of Head Start. You remarks will
be seven minutes in length and will be prepared on speechcards.

II. DISCUSSION:

The proposed text highlights various aspects of the Head
Start program, identifies exemplary Head Start parents -- some

present in the audience -- and calls on Congress to pass Head
Start legislation.
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THE ROSE GARDEN

THURSDAY, MAY 24, 1990

11:00 a.m.

((Thank you, Connie for that introduction and the great job
you're doing. Senator Dan Coates, it's always good to see you.))

First of all, Happy 25th Birthday to Head Start! Like all
birthday parties, today we celebrate bqﬁh where we've been énd
where we will be tomorrow.

In May 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
Rose Garden, a great idea came into being -- President Lyndon
Johnson first spoke of a new initiative he would soon propose --
Head Start. He said then that the program would "rescue these
children from the poverty which otherwise could pursue them all
their lives. The project is designed to put them on an even
footing with their classmates as they enter school."

Since that day, Head Start has reached over 11 million
children, providing comprehensive development services to nearly
half—a-miliion low-income children every year. Head Start
provides these children not only with preschool‘education and
social skills, but with health and nutrition services as well.
Virtually all of the children enrolled in Head Start get the
medical attention they need. And for many children, Head Start

gives them their best meal of the day.
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Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that works for
children -- by enhancing their educational performance and
fostering success in life. Head Start also works for families --
by offering child care and child development programs for
parents, which build self-confidence, and by encouraging a
commitment to improve their lives and the lives of their
children. And it works for the thousands of communities
nationwide where Head Start "graduates" give so much back to
society, by helping to build strong families and solid
neighborhoods.

Today, almost a third of the 80,000 Head Start staff members
across America are current or former Head Start parents
themselves. Parents like Eugenia Boggus, here with us today, who
is now president of the National Head Start Association.

Or Claude Endfield of White River, Arizona -- when she

enrolled her child in the White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start

program in 1973, she was unemployed. She became a volunteer at
the Head Start Center, then a Head Start teacher, and today is
program chairman of the Early Childhood Department at Northland
Pioneer College in Arizona. Head Start gave her the skills and
confidence she needed to turn her life around.

But as vital as the parents and the staff are to the success
of Head Start, we must especially congratulate the kids. Many
are grown up now, and because they were given an equal chance at
the starting block -- they crossed the finish line on their own,

and most of them winners.
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Seba Johnson, for example, attended Head Start as a child in
the Vvirgin Islands and, at the age of fourteen, became the first
black woman skier to participate in the winter Olympics,
representing the Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada,
where she is training for the next winter Olympics -- and is
volunteering her time to help celebrate Head Start's twenty-fifth
anniversary. ~And Carlos Jimenez of Meadville, Peﬁnsylvania, who
was a Head Start student in 1977. This year, Carlos is
graduating from high school, third in his class of 320. A .
National Honor Society member, Carlos will attend college in
California this fall. Or Carl Brenner, who is with us today, is
also a Head Start alumnus, who graduated first in his high school
class and is now a senior cadet at the U.S. Air Force Academny.

These kids earned a lot of attention with their brilliant
success stories. But there are also the quiet ones, special
children that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example
of Timothy Combs from Buffalo, West Virginia, a child born with
Down's Syndrome who wasn't yet talking when he enrolled in Head
Start at the age of three. Head Start provided Timothy with
speech therapy and help for his hearing problems. Two years
later, Timothy was able to enroll in public school, where he
continues to get the special attention that began in Head Start.

There are so many stories to tell, and so many Americans to
thank in Head Start centers around the country. 1In fact, over
600,000 committed volunteers -- each one a "point of light" --

are giving their all to make Head Start a national treasure. The
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kids we have with us today are from Head Start programs
throughout the Washington area, and by getting them "ready to
learn" today, we ensure that they too will have success stories
to share tomorrow.

It is because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like you ---that at the historic Education Summit last
September, I asked every Governor in the Nation to join in our
commitment to quality programs like Head Start and give every
poor child a chance to start school ready to learn. Our
Administration proposed the largest one-time funding increase in
the history of Head Start -- a half billion dollars. I hope that
the Congress will join me in giving Head sStart the best twenty-
fifth birthday present possible -- enough money to enroll as many
as 180,000 more children in this successful program.

As they say, that's a gift that "keeps on giving" -; by
enriching the lives of our cﬁildren, strengthening our families,
and building our communities. To everyone who has supported Head
Start for so many years, thank you, and God bless each one of

you.

# # #
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON O
FROM: MARY KATE GRANT (ko MKGr
SUBJECT: 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START REMARKS

I. SUMMARY:

On Thursday, May 24, at 11 o'clock in the morning you will
host an audience of approximately 150 in the Rose Garden to
commemorate the 25th Anniversary of Head Start. You remarks will
be seven minutes in length and will be prepared on speechcards.

II. DISCUSSION:

The proposed text highlights various aspects of the Head
Start program, identifies exemplary Head Start parents -- some
present in the audience -- and calls on Congress to pass Head
Start legislation.
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BRIEF REMARKS: 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START
THE ROSE GARDEN
THURSDAY, MAY 24, 1990
11:00 a.m.
((Thank you, Connie for that introduction and the great job
you're doing. Senator Dan Coates, it's always good to see you.))
First of all, Happy 25th Birthday to Head Start! Like all
birthday parties, today we celebrate both where we've been and
where we will be tomorrow.
In May 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
Rose Garden, a great idea came into being -- President Lyndon
Johnson first spoke of a new initiative he would soon propose --

Head Start. He said then that the program would "rescue these

children from the poverty which otherwise could pursue them all

their lives. The project is designed to put them on an even

footing with their classmates as they enter school.”

Since that day, Head Start has reached over 11 million
children, providing comprehensive deveiopment services to nearly
half-a-million low-income children every year. Head Start
provides these children not only with preschool education and
social skills, but with health and nutrition services as well.
Virtually all of the children enrolled in Head Start get the
medical attention they need. And for many children, Head Start

gives them their best meal of the day.
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Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that works for
children -- by enhancing their educational performance and
fostering success in life. Head Start also works for families --
by offering child care and child development programs for
parents, which build self-confidence, and by encouraging a
commitment to improve their lives and the lives of their
children. And it works for the thousands of communities
nationwide where Head Start "graduates" give so much back to
society, by helping to build strong families and solid
neighborhoods.

Today, almost a third of the 80,000 Head start staff members
across America are current or former Head Start parents
themselves. Parents like Eugenia Boggus, here with us today, who
is now president of the National Head Start Association.

Or Claude Endfield of White River, Arizona -- when she
enrolled her child in the White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start
program in 1973, she was unemployed. She became a volunteer at
the Head Start Center, then a Head Start teacher, and today is
program chairman of the Early Childhood bepartment at Northland
Pioneer College in Arizona. Head Start gave her the skills and
confidence she needed to turn her life around.

But as vital as the parents and the staff are to the success
of Head Start, we must eépecially congratulate the kids. Many
are grown up now, and because they were given an equal chance at
the starting block -- they crossed the finish line on their own,

and most of them winners.
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Seba Johnson, for example, attended Head Start as a child in
the Virgin Islands and, at the age of fourteen, became the first
black woman skier to participate in the winter Olympics,
representing the Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada,
where she is training for the next winter Olympics -- and is
volunteering her time to help celebrate Head Start's twenty-fifth
anniversary. And Carlos Jimenez of Meadville, Pennsylvania, who
was a Head Start student in 1977. This year, Carlos is
graduating from high school, third in his class of 320. A
'National Honor Society member, Carlos will attend college in
California this fall. Or Carl Brenner, who is with us today, is
also a Head Start alumnus, who graduated first in his high school
class and is now a senior cadet at the U.S. Air Force Academy.

These kids earned a lot of attention with their brilliant
success stories. But there are also the quiet ones, special
children that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example
of Timothy Combs from Buffalo, West Virginia, a child born with
Down's Syndrome who wasn't yet talking when he enrolled in Head
Start at the age of three. Heéd Start provided Timothy with
speech therapy and help for his hearing problems. Two years
later, Timothy was able to enroll in public school, where he
continues to get the special attention that b;gan in Head Start.

There are so many stories to tell, and so many Americans to
thank in Head Start centers around the country. 1In fact, over °
600,000 committed volunteers -- each one a "point of light" --

are giving their all to make Head Start a national treasure. The
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kids we have with us today are from Head Start programs
throughout the Washington area, and by getting them "ready to
learn" today, we ensure that they too will have success stories
to share tomorrow.

It is because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like you -- that at the historic Education Summit last
September, I asked every Governor in the Nation to join in our
commitment to quality programs like Head Start and give every
poor child a chance to start school ready to learn. Our
Administration proposed the largest one-time funding increase in
the history of Head Start -- a half billion dollars. I hope that
the Congress will join me in giving Head Start the best twenty-
fifth birthday present possible -- enough money to enroll as many
as 180,000 more children in this successful progran.

As they say, that's a gift that "keeps on giving" -~ by
enriching the lives of our children, strengthening our families,
and building our communities. To everyone whp has supported Head
Start for so many years, thank you, and God bless each one of
you.

# £ #
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First of all, Happy 25th Birthday to Head Start! Like all\h

birthday parties, today we celebrate both where we've been and
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where we are headed.

In MayK 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
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Rose Garden, a great idea became a working reality -- President
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Lyndon Johnson signed the law that created Head Start. He said
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then that the program would "rescue these children from the
poverty which otherwise could pursue them all their lives. The
project is designed to put them on an even footing with their

classmates as they enter school.™" )
reachecl
Since that day, Head Start has "reseued" over 11 million

children, providing comprehensive development services to nearly
half-a-million low-income children and-their-families every year.

Head Start provides these children not only with preschool
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educatioqv but with health and nutrition services as well.

Vil dually ol
Ninety-nine pereent of the children enrolled in Head Start get

the medical attention they need. And for many children, Head
Start gives them their best meal of the day.
Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that works for
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success in life, and bringing children with disabilities into the
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programs, and by encouraging a commitment to improve their livesy twd \H,
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Head Start "graduates" give so much back to society, by, building
strong families and solid neighborhoods.
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Today, ave; a third of the 80,000 Head Start staff members
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across America are,former Head Start parents themselves. Parents
like Eugenia Boggus, here with us today, who is now president of

the National Head Start As§ociation.
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or Claude Endfield -- when she enrolled her child in the
White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start program in 1973, she was
unemployed. She became a volunteer at the Head Start Center,
then a Head Start teacher, and today is program chairman of the
Early Childhood Department at Northland Pioneer College in
Arizona. Head Start gavé her the skills and confidence she
needed to turn her life around.
But as vital as the parents and the staff are to the success
~Cspecally —
of Head Start, we must,congratulate the kids too. Many are grown
up now, and becausé they were given an equal chance at the
starting block -- they crossed the finish line on their own, and
most of them winners.
WESeBa\Johnson, for example, attended Head Start/as a child in
the Virgin Islands and, at the agé'o£~fqu§teep; became the first

black woman skier to participate in the winter OlyﬁﬁIEs,



representing the Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada,

where she is training for the next winter Olympics =~
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xolnnteer;ng her time to help celebrate Head Start's twenty-
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fifth anniversary. N Carlos J1mene3 who was a Head Start
student in Pennsylvania in 1977. This year, Carlos is graduating
from high school, third in his class of 320. A National Honor

Society member, Carlos will attend college in California this
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fall. Or Carl Brenner, also a Head Start alumnus, who graduated
first in his high school class and is now a senior cadet at the

U.S. Air Force Academy.

These kids earned a lot of attention with their brilliant

success stories. But there are also the quiet ones, special
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cases that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example of
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Timothy Combs, a child born with Down's Syndrome who wasn't yet

talking when he enrolled in Head Start at the age of three. Head
)\eaA

Start provided Timothy with speech therapy and help for his eax‘kﬁ

problems. Two years later, Timothy was able to enroll in public

school, where he continues to get the special attention that

began in Head Start.

Sy o U“Y‘A.f

There are so many stories to tell, and untold numbers of

Americans to thank in Head Start centers around the country.
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These committed-individuals-have-given their all to make Head
Start a national treasure. The kids we have with us today are

from Head Start programs throughout the Washington area, and by
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getting them "ready to l#arn" today, we ensure that they too will
have success stories to %hare tomorrow.

It is because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like you -- that at the historic Education Summit last

Gualideyy Progroms lhke | \ Qyr W-”
commitment toA ead Start. “We proposed the largest one-time

September, I asked every/Governor in the Nation to join in our
funding increase in the history of Head Start -- a half billion
‘ﬂoﬁc’-—— . .. . ..
dollars. I that the Congress will join me in giving Head
Start the best twenty-fifth birthday present possible -- enough
) . Ve geteres, py
money to enroll as many as 180,000 more children in HeadStart. 2%7J/7-
As they say, that's a gift that "keeps on giving" -- by
enriching the lives of our children, strengthening our families,
and building our communities. To everyone who has supported Head
Start for so many years, thank you, and God bless each one of

You .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
\_/ WASHINGTON

May 22, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON ’ f

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: 25th Anniversary of Head Start

The draft remarks offer an appropriate brief salute to Head
Start. We have the following comments:

o On the first page, second from last line, we suggest deleting
"fostering success in life." We do not accept the proposition
advanced by some that Head Start has effects that continue to
be felt many years beyond the program. Head Start prepares
children for school; it does not keep them on the straight and
narrow road foreve:. Thus this statement,should.bg deleted.

o On page four, in the sentence referring to the President's .
Education Summit with Governors, we suggest inserting the
phrase "providing access to high quality and developmentally
appropriate pre-school programs like" before "Head Start."
Our commitment is to quality as embodied in Head Start, not
to the specific design of Head Start.

o] On the same page, we suggest changing the verb from "know" to
"hope" in the sentence calling for Congressional action to
increase funding for Head Start.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft remarks.
If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to
call.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: 25th Anniversary of Head Start

The draft remarks offer an appropriate brief salute to Head
Start. We have the following comments:

o On the first page, second from last line, we suggest deleting
"fostering success in life." We do not accept the proposition
advanced by some that Head Start has effects that continue to
be felt many years beyond the program. Head Start prepares
children for school; it does not keep them on the straight and
narrow road forever. Thus this statement should be deleted.

o On page four, in the sentence referring to the President's
Education Summit with Governors, we suggest inserting the
phrase "providing access to high quality and developmentally
appropriate pre-school programs like" before "Head Start."
Our commitment is to quality as embodied in Head Start, not
to the specific design of Head Start.

o On the same page, we suggest changing the verb from "know" to
"hope" in the sentence calling for Congressional action to
increase funding for Head Start.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft remarks.

If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to
call.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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First of all, Happy 25th Birthday to Head Start! Like all
birthday parties, today we celebrate both where we've been and
where we are headed.

In May, 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
Rose Garden, a great idea became a working reality -- President
Lyndon Johnson signed the law that created Head Start. He said
then that the program would "rescue these children from the
poverty which otherwise could pursue them all their lives. The
project is designed to put them on an even footing with their
classmates as they enter school."

Since that day, Head Start has "réscued" over 11 million
children, providing comprehensive development services to nearly
half-a-million low-income children and their families every year.
Head Start provides these children not only with preschool
education, but with health and nutrition services as well.
Ninety-nine percent of the children enrolled in Head Start get
the medical attention they need. And for many children, Head
Start gives them their best meal of the day.

Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that works for

children -- by enhancing their school performance,[%ostering

success in life] and bringing children with disabilities into the
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mainstream that much faster. Head Start also works‘for families
-- by offering educational and career opportunities for parents,
by building self-confidence in parents who participate in the
programs, and by encouraging a commitment to improve their lives.
And it works for the thousands of communities nationwide where
Head Start "graduates" give so much back toﬂsociety,'by building
strong families and solid neighborhoods.

Today, over a third of the 80,000 Head Start staff members
across America are former Head Start parents themselves. Parents
like Eugenia Boggus, here with us today, who is now president of
the National Head Start Association.

Or Claude Endfield -- when she enrolled her child in the
White MOuntéin Apache Indian Head Start program in 1973, she was
unemployed. She became a volunteer at the Head Staft Center,
then a Head start teacher, and today is program chairman of the
Early Childhood Department at Northland Pioneer College in
Arizona. Head Start gavé her the skills and confidence she
needed to turn her life around.

But as vital as the pafents énd the staff are to the success
of Head Start, we must congratulate the kids too. Many are grown
up now, and because they were given an equal chance at the
starting block -- they crossed the finish line on their own, and
most of them winners.

Seba Johnson, for example, attended Head Start as a child in
the Virgin Islands and, at the age of fourteen, became the first

black woman skier to participate in the winter Olympics,



representing the Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada,
where she is training for the next winter Olympics --
((presumably with the Jamaican bobsled team)) -- and is
volunteering her time to help celebrate Head Start's twenty-
fifth anniversary. And Carlos Jimenez who was a Head Start
student in Pennsylvania in 1977. This year, Carlos is graduating
from high school, third in his class of 320. A National Honor
Society member, Carlos will attend college in California this
fall. Or Carl Brenner, also a Head Start alumnus, who graduated
first in his high school class and is now a senior cadet at the
U.S. Air Force Academy. _

These kids earned a lot of attention with their brilliant
success stories. But there are also the quiet ones, special
cases that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example of
Timothy Combs, a child born with Down's Syndrome who wasn't yet
‘talking when he enrolled in Head Start at the age of three. Head
Start provided Timothy with speech therapy and help for his ear
problems. Two years later, Timothy was able to enroll in public
school, where he continues to get the special attention that
began in Head Start.

There are so many stories to tell, and untold numbers of
Americans to thank in Head Start centers around the country.
These committed individuals have given their all to make Head
Start a national treasure. The kids we have with us today are

from Head Start programs throughout the Washington area, and by
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getting theﬁ "ready to learn" today, we ensure that they too will
have success stories to share tomorrow.

It is because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like you =-- that at the h%gﬁf;}:aziucation Summit last
September, I asked every Governor in the’/Nation to join in our

. Providing access o '{cf&w—(,cp-wwuf‘ﬂ fo) pre-Sthol prograwes bike
commitment to Head Start. We proposed the largest one-time
funding increase in the history of Head Start -- a half billion
dollars. I[kﬁg;jthat the Congress will join me in giving Head
Start the best twenty-fifth birthday present possible -- enough
money to enroll as many as 180,000 more children in Head Start.

As they say, that's a gift that "keeps on giving" -- by
enriching the lives of our children, strengthening our families,
and building our communities. To everyone who has supported Head
Start for so many years, thank you, and God bless each one of
you.

# # #
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citizens establlsheq the Housing !ar!nerggg%, g non-pro!it

organization which uses volunteer labor to rebuild houses for the
disadvantaged. Mr. Stolarski and his team of students comprise
70 percent of the work force for the Housing Partnership.

The President salutes Mack Stolarski as the one hundred forty-
fourth "Daily Point of Light." Daily Point of Light recognition
is intended to call every individual, group, and organization in
America to claim society's problems as their own by taking direct
and consequential action; to identify, enlarge, and multiply
successful initiatives, like the efforts of Mr. Stolarski; and to
discover, encourage, and develop new leaders in community
service, reflecting the President's conviction that, "From now on
in America, any definition of a successful life must include
serving others."

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tracey Taylor or Robert Marbut
(202) 456-6266
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First of all, Happy 25th Birthday to Head Start! Like all

( (Acknowledgements))

birthday parties, today we celebrate both where we've been and
where we are headed.
In May, 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
Rose Garden, a great idea became a working reality -- President
Lyndon Johnson signed the law that created Head Start. He said
then that the program would "rescue these children from the
poverty which otherwise could pursue them all their lives. The
project is designed to put them on an even footing with their
classmates as ;hey enter school.™ ea Q L////
Since that day, Head Start has “reseuedﬁgigér 11 million f%f/j
children, providing comprehensive development services to nearly
half-a-million low-income children and their families every year.
Head Start provides these children not only with preschool
education, but with health and nutrition services as well.
Ninety-nine percent of the children enrolled in Head Start get
the medical attention they need. And for many children, Head
Start gives them their best meal of the day.
Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that works for L///
children -- by enhancing their school performance;%fostering ﬁhij///

success in life.
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meéastreEﬁ;%has-nueh—ﬁasterélzﬁ;ad Start also works for families 07;;;

emplo
-- by offering educational and ea;eeéLepportunities for parents,L///

by building self-confidence in parents who participate in the i
programs, and by encouraging a commitment to improve their lives.

And it works for the thousands of communities nationwide whernz ‘fﬂb‘M/Z K#S
Head Start "graduates" give so much back to society, by -
strong families and solid neighborhoods.

Today, over a third of the 80,000 Head Start staff members

e former Head Start parents themselves. Parent

W'wmmm
K

like\Eugenia Boggus, Mere with us today, who is now pre51den
MM W’

White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start program in 1973, she was “”"¥TA3
unemployed. She became a volunteer at the Head Staft Céﬁter, ﬁw“*ﬁ'

then a Head Start teacher, and today is program chairman of the CitA

Early Childhood Department at Northland Pioneer College in %Qf;;”
Arizona. Head Start gave her the skills and confidence she YAkl

needed to turn her life around.
But as vital as the parents and the staff are to the success

of Head Start, we must congratulate the kids too. Many are grown

up now, and because they were given an equal chance at the

starting block =-- they crossed the finish line on their own, and
most of th inners.
wirll not

Seba Johnson, for example, attended Head Start as a child in

the Virgin Islands and, at the age of fourteen, became the first

black woman skier to participate in the winter Olympics,



representing the Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada,

’

i

where she is training for the next winter Olympics -- 7
((presumably with the Jamaican bobsled team)) -- and is L///”
volunteering her tiﬁe to help celebrate Head Start's twenty-
fifth anniversary. And Carlos Jimenez who was a Head Start
student in Pennsylvania in 1977. This year, Carlos is graduating
from high school, third in his class of 320. A National Honor

arIos wi attend college in California this V/// .
Y WIH bt #hetc JuFiue

fall. Or (Carl Brenner, alsb a Head Start alumnus, who graduated

Society membe

first in his Chool class and is now a senior cadet at the
U.S. Air Force Academy.
These kids earned a lot of attention with their brilliant

success stories. But there are also the quiet ones, special

cases that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example of ;///
.Timothy Combs,

-.child born with Down's Syndrome who wasn't yet

talking when he enrolled in Head Start at the age of three. Head Aussne

Qﬁfis* Start provided Timothy with speech therapy and help for his gggﬁ%&f
Mlﬂas,

6»(<§ problems. Two years later, Timothy was able to enroll in public ,4¥|
gp school, where he continues to get the spec1§l attention that bV4J4ﬁg'
began in Head Start.
There are so many stories to tell, ahd untold numbers of
Americans to thank in Head Start centers around the country.
These committed individuals have given their all to make Head

Start a national treasure. The kids we have with us today are

\/§§& \kfrom Head Start programs throughout the Washington area, and by

\j[/m‘ﬁ‘@& WSW'W';#K AW'

K v et
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getting them "ready to learn" today, we ensure that they too will
have success stories to share tomorrow.
It is because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like you -- that at the historic Education Summit last

September, I asked every Governor in the Nation to join in our

v ' I
Q&S‘ Qc/:ommitment to Head Start. %proposed the largest one-time
2

VN* funding increase in the history of Head Start -- a half billion
dollars. I know that the Congress will join me in giving Head
Start the best twenty-fifth birthday present possible -- enough
money to enroll as many as 180,000 more children in Head Start.
As they say, that's a gift that "keeps on giving" -- by

enriching the lives of our children, strengthening our families,
and building our communities. To everyone who hés supported Head
Start for so many years, thank you, and God bless each one of

you.

# £ #
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
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First of all, Happy 25th Birthday to Head Start! Like all
birthday parties, today we celebrate both where we've been and
where we are headed.

In May, 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the

Rose Garden, a great idea became a working reality -- President

Lyndon Johnson signed the law that created Head Start. He said

then that the program would "rescue these children from the
poverﬁy which otherwise could pursue them all their lives. The
project is designed to put them on an even footing with their
classmates as they enter school.™

Since that day, Head Start has "rescued" over 11 million
children, providing comprehensive development services to nearly
half-a-million low-income children and their families every year.
Head Start provides these children not only with preschool
education, but with health and nutrition services as well.
Ninety-nine percent of the children enrolled in Head Start get
the medical attention they need. And for many children, Head
Start gives them their best meal of the day.

Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that works for
children -- by enhancing their school performance, fostering

success in life, and bringing children with disabilities into the



<
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mainstream that much faster. Head Start also works for families
-- by offering educational and career opportunities for parents,
by building self-confidence in parents who participate in the
programs, and by encouraging a commitment to improve their lives.
And it works for the thousands of communities nationwide where
Head Start "graduates" give so much back to society, by building
strong families and solid neighborhoods.

Today, over a third of the 80,000 Head Start staff membefs
across America are former Head Start parents themselves. Parents
like Eugenia Boggus, here with us today, who is now president of
the National Head Start Association.

Or Claude Endfield -- when she enrolled her child in the
White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start program in 1973, she was
unemployed. She became a volunteer at the Head Staft Center,
then a Head sStart teacher, and today is program chairman of the
Early Childhood Department at Northland Pioneer College in
Arizona. Head Start gavé her the skills and confidence she
needed to turn her life around.

But as vital as the parents énd the staff are to the success
of Head Start, we must congratulate the kids too. Many are grown
up now, and because they were given an equal chance at the
starting block -- they crossed the finish line on their own, and
most of them winners.

Seba Johnson, for example, attended Head Start as a child in
the Virgin Islands and, at the age of fourteen, became the first

black woman skier to participate in the winter Olympics,



Py

representing the Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada,
where she is training for the next winter Olympics --
((presumably with the Jamaican bobsled team)) -- and is
volunteering her time to help celebrate Head Start's twenty-
fifth anniversary. And Carlos Jimenez who was a Head Start
student in Pennsylvania in 1977. This year, Carlos is graduating
from high school, third in his class of 320. A National Honor
Society member, Carlos will attend college in California this
fall. Or Carl Brenner, also a Head Start alumnus, who graduated
first in his high school class and is now a senior cadet at the
U.S. Air Force Academy.

These kids earned a lot of attention Qith their brilliant
success stories. But there are also the quiet ones, special
cases that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example of

Timothy Combs, a child born with Down's Syndrome who wasn't yet

‘talking when he enrolled in Head Start at the age of three. Head

Start provided Timothy with speech theraby and help for his ear
problems. Two years later, Timothy was able to enroll in public
school, where he continues to get the special attention that
began in Head Start.

There are so many stories to tell, and untold numbers of
Americans to thank in Head Start centers around the country.
These committed individuals have given their all to make Head
Start a national treasure. The kids we have with us today are

from Head Start programs throughout the Washington area, and by
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getting them "ready to learn" today, wé ensure that they too will
have success stories to share tomor;ow.

It is because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like you -- that at the historic Education Summit last
September, I asked every Governor in the Nation to join in our
commitment to Head Start. We proposed the largest one-time
funding increase in the history of Head Start -- a half billion
dollars. I know that the Congress will join me in giving Head
Start the best twenty-fifth birthday present possible -- enough
money to enroll as many as 180,000 more children in Head Start.

As they say, that's a gift that "keeps on giviné" -- by
enriching the lives of our children, strengthening our families,
and building our communities. To everyone who has supported Head
Start for so many ygar%f thank you, and God bless each one of
you. |

# ##
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss

Winston by 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday 05/22, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE: /}424L/ CL&~4A¢/7u4>1~;Z25

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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First of all, Happy 25th Birthday to Head Start! Like all
birthday parties, today we celebrate both where we've been and

where we arevreaded.

In Maxx‘1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
Rose Garden, a great idea became a working reality -- President
Lyndon Johnson signed the law that created Head Start. He said
then that the program would "rescue these children from the
poverty which otherwise could pursue them all their lives. The -4
project is designed to put them on an even footing with their j
classmates as they enter school."

Since that day, Head Start has "rescued" over 11 million

\/2 fe :
Vet

half-a-million low-income children -and-their—families-every year.ﬁ”"

children, providing comprehensive development services to nearly

o

*{JC)?: e >
Head Start provides theseb¢hildren not only with preschool donetqe
(\ C;U(\('?‘\ < Q{l T N
educatlo >"but with health and nutrition services as well. ;
Tr‘>\4 C{d’ﬂ e N ye (“‘ir(k) a &liqgV f!‘} s maller Pevce «{»,,, h(:l \J*)
N*ae%y-ntno—pescant.of the children enrolled in Head Start get the new
S\J|(+L‘Qll\' C‘\‘\ r? ‘;“

the medical attention they need. And for many children, Head lea | i1

Start gives them their best meal of the day. if'fx
s N\od

Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that vorks for bg‘ﬁ .
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children -- by enhanc1#§ their school performance,lfésterlng
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success in life, and grlnglng children with disabilities into the
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malnstream that much faster. Head Start also works for tanilies,

—=-—by offerzng*Zducatlonal and career opportunities £o;—pa;eats,

+he, 6§f Tho
,by—building%self-confldence tn—pa;e?ts who participate in the
es Pavents to ake
programs, and by encouraging-a commitment to improve their llves(\,\A

+h,
And it works for the thousands of communities nationwide where " ,
fves

Head Start "graduates" give so much back to society, by building ,-*

“he s
strong families and solid neighborhoods. \"f Y
\vn r»r" O dren,
Today, ev;r a thlré of the 80,000 Head Start staff members
cuvrent ov /Yy
across America argAformer Head Start parents themselves. Parents 56&,7{
{5

like Eugenia Boggus, here with us today, who is now president of
the National Head Start Association.

Or Claude Endfield -- when she enrolled her child in the
White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start program in 1973, she was
unemployed. She became a volunteer at the Head Start Center,
then a Head Start teacher, and today is program chairman of the
Early Childhood Department at Northland Pioneer College in
Arizona. Head Start gavé her the skills and confidence she
needed to turn her life around.

But as vital as the parents and the staff are to the success
of Head Start, we must:;é;gféﬁuaate the kids too. Many are grown
up now, and because they were given an equal chance at the
starting block -- they crossed the finish line on their own, and
most of them winners.

Seba Johnson, for example, attended Head Start as a child in

the Virgin Islands and, at the age of fourteen, became the first

black woman skier to participate in the winter Olympics,



representing the Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada,
where she is training for the next winter Olympics --
((presumably with the Jamaican bobsled team)) -- and is
volunteering her time to help celebrate Head Start's twenty-
fifth anniversary. And Carlos Jimenez who was a Head Start
student in Pennsylvania in 1977. This year, Carlos is graduating
from high school, third in his class of 320. A National Honor
Society member, Carlos will attend college in California this
fall. Or Carl Brenner, also a Head Start alumnus, who graduated
first in his high school class and is now a senior cadet at the
U.S. Air Force Academy.

These kids earned a lot of attention with their brilliant
success stor1e§/ But there are also the quiet ones, special
L_\”\\\é n Wwhno
aases—ehat-otherw1se might get overlooked. Take the example of
Timothy Combs, a child born with Down's Syndrome who wasn't yet
talking when he enrolled in Head Start at the age of three. Head
Start provided Timothy with speech therapy and help for his ear
problems. Two years later, Timothy was able to enroll in public
school, where he continues to get the special attention that
began in Head Start.

There are so many stories to tell, and untold numbers of
Americans to thank in Head Start centers around the country.
These committed individuals have given their all to make Head
Start a national treasure. The kids we have with us today are

from Head Start programs throughout the Washington area, and by



4
getting them "ready to learn" today, we ensure that they too will
have success stories to share tomorrow.

It is because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like you =-- that at the historic Education Summit last
September, I asked every Governor in the Nation to join in our

give evevy foor child o
commitment ta«ﬁead gfart. We proposed the largest one-time
funding increase in the history of Head Start -- a half billion
dollars. I know that the Congress will join me in giving Head
Start the best twenty-fifth birthday present possible =-- enough
money to enroll as many as 180,000 more children in.izéz—zggéijk/

As they say, that's a gift that "keeps on giving" -- by
enriching the lives of our children, strengthening our families,
and building our communities. To everyone who has supported Head
Start for so many years, thank you, and God bless each one of

you.
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First of all, Happy 25th Birthday to Head Start! Like all
birthday parties, today we celebrate both where we've been and
where we are headed.

In May, 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
Rose Garden, a great idea became a working reality -- President
Lyndon Johnson signed the law that created Head Start. He said
then that the program would "rescue these children from the
poverty which otherwise could pursue them all their lives. The
project is designed to put them on an even footing with their
classmates as they enter school."

Since that day, Head Start has';escued/over 11 million
children, providing comprehensive development services to nearly
half-a-million low-income children and their families every year.
Head Start provides these children not only with preschool
education, but with health and nutrition services as well. Ninétf/
nine percent of the children enrolled in Head Start get the
medical attention they need. And for many children, Head Start
gives them their best meal of the day.

Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that workgy’4ﬁﬁn}

Start-—werks- for children -- by enhancing their school
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performance, fostering success in life, and bringing children

N
with disabilities in to the mainstream that much faster. Head -
(a0 —
Start, works for families -- by offering educational and career

opportunities for parents, by building self-confidence in parents

who participate in the programs, and by encouraging a commitment

to improve their lives. And it works for the-@TGQO“Eommuniyies
where. ecd _‘f%a‘nL Vpreduatea

nationwide helped—~py<HeadeShalte Ehoseminvelved-with=it- give

so much back ineketusmn to society, by building strong families
and solid neighborhoods.

Today, over a third of the 80,000 Head Start staff members
across America are former Head Start parentsrthemselves. Parents
like Eugenia Boggus, Q:gggﬁiggg%l_paxent with us today, who is
now president of the National Head Start Associa#ion.

Or Claude Endfield -- when she enrolled her child in the
White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start program in 1973, she was
unemployed. She became a volunteer at the Head Start Center,
then a Head Start teacher, ;nd today is program chairman of the
Early Childhood Department at Northland Pioneer College in
Arizona. Head Start gave her the skills and confidence she

needed to turn her life around.

7 |
~As vital as the parents and the staff are to the success of

e N4

. . TR T

Head Start, 4#ds (the kids themsedwes we must congratulate“too.
. _ ! Q\\_ﬂyy'

Many are grown up how, and because they were given an equal
' ocle. .

chance at the starting Jddne -- the;\geg;ﬁefthe finish line on-

thedr-own,—-and-most- of them winners.
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Seba Johnson, for example, attended Head Start as a child in
the Virgin Islands and, at the age of fourteen, became the first
black woman skier to participate in the winter Olympics,
representing the Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada,
where she is training for the next winter Olympics --
((presumably with the Jamaican bobsled team)) -- and is
volunteering her time to help celebrate Head Start's twenty-
fifth anniversary. And Carlos Jimenez who was a Head Start
student in Pennsylvania in 1977. This fear, Carlos is graduating
from high school, third in his class of 320. A National Honor
Society member, Carlos will attend college in California this.
fall. Or Carl Brenner, also a Head Start alumnus, who graduated
first in his high school class and is now a senior cadet at the
U.S. Air Force Academy.

These kids earned a lot of attention with their brilliant
success stories. But there are also the quiet ones, special
cases that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example of
Timothy Combs, a child born with Down's Syndrome who wasn't yet
talking when he enrolled in Head Start at the age of three. Head
Start provided Timothy with speech therapy and help for his ear

W oo &bl o
problems. Two years later, Timothzqenrolheé;in public school,
where he continues to get the special attention that began in
Head Start.

There are so many stories to tell, and untold numbers of
Americans to thank in Headlstart centers around the country.

These committed individuals have given their all to make Head
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Start a national treasure. The kids we have with us today are
from Head Start programs throughout the Washington area, and by
getting them "ready to learn" today, we ensure that they too will
have success stories to share tomorrow.

It is because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like you -- that at the historic Education Summit last
September, I asked every Governor in the Nation to join in our
commitment to Head Start. We proposed the largest one-time
funding increase in the history of Head Start -- a half billion
dollars. I know that the Congress will join me in giving Head
Start the best twenty-fifth birthday present possible -- enough
money to enroll as many as 180,000 more children in Head Start.

As they say, that's a gift that "keeps on giving" -- by
enriching the lives of our children, strengthening our families,
and building our communities. To everyone who has supported Head
Start for so maﬁy years, thank you, and God bless each one of

you.

# ##
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss

Winston by 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday 05/22, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.
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Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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First of all, Happy 25th Birthday to Head Start! Like all
birthday parties, today we celebrate both where we've been and
where we W v

In May, 1965, on a beautiful spring day right here in the
Rose Garden, a great idea became a working reality -- President
Lyndon Johnson signed the law that created Head Start. He said
then that the program would "rescue these children from the
poverty which otherwise could pursue them all their lives. The
project is designed to put them on an even footing with their
classmates as they enter school."

Since that day, Head Start has "rescued" over 11 million
children, providing comprehensive development services to nearly
half-a-million low-income children and their families every year.
Head Start provides these children not only with preschool
education, but with health and nutrition services as well.
Ninety-nine percent of the children enrolled in Head Start get
the medical attention they need. And for many children, Head
Start gives them their best meal of the day.

Everyone agrees Head Start is a program that works for

children -- by enhancing their school performance, fostering

success in life, and bringing children with disabilities into the
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mainstream that much faster. Head Start also works for families
-- by offering educational and career opportunities for parents,
by building self-confidence in parents who participate in the
programs, and by encouragingfa commitment to improve their lives.
And it works for the thousands of communities nationwide where
Head Start "graduates" give so much back to society, by building
strong families and solid neighborhoods. .

Today, over a third of the 80,000 Heéd~start staff members
across America are former Head Start parents themselves. Parents
like Eugenia Boggus, here with us today, who is now president of
the National Head Start Association.

Or Claude Endfield -- when she enrolled her child in the
White Mountain Apache Indian Head Start program in 1973, she was
unemployed. She became a volunteer at the Head Start Center,
then a Head Start teacher, and today is program chairman of the
Early Childhood Department at Northland Pioneer College in
Arizona. Head Start gavé her the skills and confidence she
needed to turn her life around.

But as vital as the parents énd the staff are to the success
of Head Start, we must congratulate the kids too. Many are grown
up now, and because they were given an equal chance at the
starting block -- they crossed the finish line on their own, and
most of them winners.

Seba Johnson, for example, atteﬁded Head Start as a child in
the Virgin Islands and, at the age of fourteen, became the first

black woman skier to participate in the winter Olympics,



representing the Virgin Islands. Today she lives in Nevada,
where she is training for the next winter Olympics --
((presumably with the Jamaican bobsled team)) - and is
volunteering her time to help celebrate Head Start's twenty-
fifth anniversary. And Carlos Jimenez who was a Head Start
student in Pennsylvania in 1977. This year, Carlos is graduating
from high school, third in his class of 320. A National Honor
Society member, Carlos will attend college in California this
fall. Or Carl Brenner, also a Head Start alumnus, who graduated
first in his high school class and is now-a senior cadet at the
U.S. Air Force Academy.

These kids earned a lot of attention with their brilliant
success stories. But there are also the quiet ones, special
cases that otherwise might get overlooked. Take the example of
Timothy Combs, a child born with Down's Syndrome who wasn't yet
‘talking when he enrolled in Head Start at the age of three. Head
Start provided Timothy with speech therapy and help for his ear
problems. Two years later, Timothy was able to enroll in public
school, where he continues to get the special attention that
began in Head Start.

There are so many stories to tell, and untold numbers of
Americans to thank in Head Start centers around the country.
These committed individuals have given their all to make Head
Start a national treasure. The kids we have with us today are

from Head Start programs throughout the Washington area, and by
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getting them "ready to learn" today, we ensure that they too will
have success stories to share tomorrow.

It is because of children like these -- and parents and
staff like you -- that at the historic Education Summit last
September, I asked every Governor in the Nation to join in our
commitment to Head Start. We proposed the largest one-time
funding increase in the history of Head Start -- a half billion
dollars. I know that the Congress will join me in giving Head
Start the best twenty-fifth birthday present possible -- enough
money to enroll as many as 180,000 more children in Head Start.

As they say, that's a gift that "keeps on giving" -- by
enriching the lives of our children, strengthening our families,
and building our communities. To everyone who has supported Head
Start for so many years, thank you, and God bless each one of |
you.

# # #



