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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 27, 1990

: REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN PRESENTATION OF VOLUNTEER ACT;ON_AWARDS

The East Room

12:10 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome, everybody. Please be seated.
Well welcome all. I'm just delighted to be with you. And I was
looking around because I'm told that Senator Durenberger was going to

"be here -- I don't quite spot him. But in any event, I'm delighted

that you all are here. Is Governor Kean here? There he is, way back
there, and Deb -- I want to say hello to the former Governor of New

_ Jersey who I was told was going to be here =-- uncharacteristically,

in the back row, but nevertheless -- (laughter.) Welcome to the
White House.

The famous broadcaster you all know, Paul Harvey, tells a
story of a man named Vincent who lived in southern Belgium. And he
was a very poor man who lived in a simple hut, dressed in an old
coat, trousers made of sacking cloth. But Vincent embodied the
spirit of helping others. For he knew that although he had very few
possessions, he still had a great gift to give. When a mining
disaster struck, many villagers injured, no one fought harder to save
them than Vincent did. And for days on end he cared for the injured
and helped feed and clothe the needy. And years later Vincent Van
Gogh, today one of the world's beloved masters, pa1nted his famous
"Starry Night." Though a 100 years have passed since he put brush to
canvas and created a masterpiece, the value of serving others has not
changed.

I've often said that from now on any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. The members of our
Cabinet are taking the lead in their departments and in their trips
around the country, and I'm grateful to all of them. I know that two
are with us today =-- Secretary Lujan and Secretary Mosbacher -- and
if others are, I'm sorry I can't spot you right now. But we owe them

a vote of gratitude for the way they're carrying this message as
well.

Today it's my special honor to present the Volunteer
Action Awards, the President's Volunteer Action Awards to 19 of
America's Thousands Points of Light who embody that definition of
success. Let me just tell you about a few of them and then we'll get
on with the ceremony.

There's Clarence Wilson of St. Louis, a l7—year-old high
school student who watched the neighborhood where he grew up give way
to crime, drug dealing, and condemned housing. And then a year ago,
personal tragedy struck; a fire destroyed his home and killed his
mom, his cousin and his aunt. He decided it wasn't just a time to
mourn; it was a time for action. And he began a neighborhood watch
program, set up a citizen team to paint over the graffiti and
encourage neighbors to cooperate with police to rid the community of
drugs.

Clarence, you are an outstanding example to the young

people of this country. And I hope every single one of them will
follow your example.

MORE
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L _Providence-House is a network of six residential
facilities in New Rochelle, New York, that provide a home and a haven
to women and children in crisis situations. Unfortunately, too many
facilities serving women in trouble do not accept their children.
Providence House is different, opening its doors to mothers and
children, giving them the security they need.

_ One of the homes in the Providence House network is
creatively .called.My Mother's House. . And it gives shelter to the
children of incarcerated women, allowing them to tell their friends
truthfully, I live at'My Mother's House with my mother's friends. '
(Laughter.) .

Another one of the homes is a homeless shelter providing
family and job counseling. Over 100 concerned volunteers are
involved in the Providence House program. We appreciate your
dedication to making a better life for these men and women.

And then there's a story -- the next one. Henry
Gaskins, a supervisor at the Library of Congress, who holds a
doctor's degree, a doctorate in education, and his wife Mary Ann who
works at NASA and also has an education degree. And they began a
youth club several years ago, but soon decided that young people in
the inner city needed more than just a place to go. What began as
after school recreation soon became after school workshops on
education and jobs, so these young people could really go places.

The Gaskins began tutoring young black children for free,
six days a week in their own home. The Freedom Youth Academy, as the
kids themselves named it, soon became a reality. And now over 80
percent of the academy students, from kindergarten to 12th grade,
have earned academic distinction. 1In fact, the high school students
SAT scores have improved from anywhere from 50 to 360 points, with
many students going on to the nation's very top schools.

Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins, you've done so much for these young
people and we are very grateful to you. .
, I .

And among the many businesses pitching in across America
is the Adolf Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors work force
in the state of Colofédo, about 4,000 company employees and retirees,
have banded together to donate approximately 35,000 hours of service
to 116 separate projects in their communities. They've participated
in winter clothing drives, food drives, community health check-ups,
low-incomé housing renovations, recycling programs, special olympics.
You name it, all across the board, they've done it. Must be
something in the water out there, but nevertheless -- (laughter.) It
sounds grueling, 35,000 hours, but what a wonderful example. The
enthusiasm that these employees have for community service really is
remarkable. And every company in America should follow that lead.

To all the Coors employees, thank you for opening your hearts to your
communities. :

Every award recipient here today really has an amazing
story. For today's winners know that only in serving others do we
find the fulfillment that everyone is seeking in life. Listen to
every one of the men and women here with us today, and every one will
tell you that serving others enriches their own lives as least as
much as it enriches the lives of those that they touch. Each of .
these Americans holds the light of humanity in their hearts and, like
a candle in a steady hand, they share that light and inspire
commitment in so many others. , -

There is albright path of goodness and love through the
dark night of sadness and despair. I thank you, all of you, for what
you've done. And God bless each and every one of you.

Now, Barbara and I will present the 1990 President's
Volunteer Action Awards with the help of two other very special
people who've devoted so much of their time and talent to helping
others -- Jane Kenny, the head of Action; and my good friend,
Governor George Romney, the Chairman of Volunteer, the National

MORE
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Center. So could I ask you all to come forward and we will begin.
(The awards are presented.)
-THE PRESIDENT: Well, I am also pleased to announce that
Mrs. Madrid is this administration's second recipient of an award

named for a great President, a good friend, the originator of the
President's Volunteer Action Awards -- the Ronald Reagan Award for

. Volunteer Excellence. This specidl award was created to honor the

individual whose contribution to volunteerism is greatest among the
winners of the President's Volunteer Action Awards. Awfully .
difficult choice, but, Mrs. Madrid, we'd like to present you the
Ronald Reagan Award. To you, and to all of you, our warmest
congratulations. And again thank you all for coming. (Applause.)

END 12:34 P.M. EDT
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 27, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN PRESENTATION OF VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS

The East Roon

12:10 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome, everybody. Please be seated.
Well welcome all. I'm just delighted to be with you. And I was
looking around because I'm told that Senator Durenberger was going to
be here -- I don't quite spot him. But in any event, I'm delighted
that you all are here. Is Governor Kean here? There he is, way back

there, and Deb -- I want to say hello to the former Governor of New
Jersey who I was told was going to be here -- uncharacteristically,
in the back row, but nevertheless -- (laughter.) Welcome to. the

White House.

The famous broadcaster you all know, Paul Harvey, tells a
story of a man named Vincent who 1lived in southern Belgium. And he
was a very poor man who lived in a simple hut, dressed in an old
coat, trousers made of sacking cloth. But Vincent embodied the
spirit of helping others. For he knew that although he had very few
possessions, he still had a great gift to give. When a mining
disaster struck, many villagers injured, no one fought harder to save
them than Vincent did. Aand for days on end he cared for the injured
and helped feed and clothe the needy. And years later Vincent van
Gogh, today one of the world's beloved masters, painted his famous
"Starry Night." Though a 100 yYears have passed since he put brush to

canvas and created a masterpiece, the value of serving others has not
changed.

I've often said that from now on any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. The members of our
Cabinet are taking the lead in their departments and in their trips
around the country, and I'm grateful to all of them. I know that two
are with us today -- Secretary Lujan and Secretary Mosbacher -- and
if others are, I'm sorry I can't spot you right now. But we owe them

a vote of gratitude for the way they're carrying this message as
well.

Today it's my special honor to present the Volunteer
Action Awards, the President's Volunteer Action Awards to 19 of
America's Thousands Points of Light who embody that definition of
success. Let me just tell you about a few of them and then we'll get
on with the ceremony.

There's Clarence Wilson of St. Louis, a 17-year-old high
school student who watched the neighborhood where he grew up give way
to crime, drug dealing, and condemned housing. And then a year ago,
personal tragedy struck; a fire destroyed his home and killed his
mom, his cousin and his aunt. He decided it wasn't just a time to
mourn; it was a time for action. And he began a neighborhood watch
program, set up a citizen team to paint over the graffiti and
encourage neighbors to cooperate with police to rid the community of
drugs.

Clarence, you are an outstanding example to the young
people of this country. And I hope every single one of them will
follow your example.

MORE
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Providence House is a network of six residential
facilities in New Rochelle, New York, that provide a home and a haven
to women and children in crisis situations. Unfortunately, too many
facilities serving women in trouble do not accept their children.
Providence House is different, opening its doors to mothers and
children, giving them the security they need.

One of the homes in the Providence House network is
creatively called My Mother's House. And it gives shelter to the
children of incarcerated women, allowing them to tell their friends,
truthfully, I live at My Mother's House with my mother's friends.
(Laughter.)

Another one of the homes is a homeless shelter providing
family and job counseling. Over 100 concerned volunteers are
involved in the Providence House program. We appreciate your
dedication to making a better life for these men and women.

And then there's a story -- the next one. Henry
Gaskins, a supervisor at the Library of Congress, who holds a
doctor's degree, a doctorate in education, and his wife Mary Ann who
works at NASA and also has an education degree. And they began a
youth club several years ago, but soon decided that young people in
the inner city needed more than just a place to go. What began as
after school recreation soon became after school workshops on
education and jobs, so these young people could really go places.

The Gaskins began tutoring young black children for free,
six days a week in their own home. The Freedom Youth Academy, as the
kids themselves named it, soon became a reality. And now over 80
percent of the academy students, from kindergarten to 12th grade,
have earned academic distinction. 1In fact, the high school students
SAT scores have improved from anywhere from 50 to 360 points, with
many students going on to the nation's very top schools.

Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins, you've done so much for these young
people and we are very grateful to you.

And among the many businesses pitching in across America
is the Adolf Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors work force
in the state of Colorado, about 4,000 company employees and retirees,
have banded together to donate approximately 35,000 hours of service
to 116 separate projects in their communities. They've participated
in winter clothing drives, food drives, community health check-ups,
low-income housing renovations, recycling programs, special olympics.
You name it, all across the board, they've done it. Must be
something in the water out there, but nevertheless -- (laughter.) It
sounds grueling, 35,000 hours, but what a wonderful example. The
enthusiasm that these employees have for community service really is
remarkable. And every company in America should follow that lead.

To all the Coors employees, thank you for opening your hearts to your
communities.

Every award recipient here today really has an amazing
story. For today's winners know that only in serving others do we
find the fulfillment that everyone is seeking in life. Listen to
every one of the men and women here with us today, and every one will
tell you that serving others enriches their own lives as least as
much as it enriches the lives of those that they touch. Each of
these Americans holds the light of humanity in their hearts and, like
a candle in a steady hand, they share that light and inspire
commitment in so many others.

There is a bright path of goodness and love through the
dark night of sadness and despair. I thank you, all of you, for what
you've done. And God bless each and every one of you.

Now, Barbara and I will present the 1990 President's
Volunteer Action Awards with the help of two other very special
people who've devoted so much of their time and talent to helping
others -- Jane Kenny, the head of Action; and ny good friend,
Governor George Romney, the Chairman of Volunteer, the National
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Center. So could I ask you all to come forward and we will begin.
(The awards are presented.)

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I am also pleased to announce that
Mrs. Madrid is this administration's second recipient of an award
named for a great President, a good friend, the originator of the
President's Volunteer Action Awards -- the Ronald Reagan Award for
Volunteer Excellence. This special award was created to honor the
individual whose contribution to volunteerism is greatest among the
winners of the President's Volunteer Action Awards. Awfully
difficult choice, but, Mrs. Madrid, we'd like to present you the .
Ronald Reagan Award. To you, and to all of you, our warmest
congratulations. And again thank you all for coming. (Applause.)

END 12:34 P.M. EDT



— | X T

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 4/26/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

sUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS LUNCHEON

ACTION FYI _ ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o o MCCLURE o
SUNUNU o O NEWMAN o a
SCOWCROFT o Qg PORTER o
DARMAN o O ROGICH =)
BATES a o UNTERMEYER o o
CARD o o o o
CICCONI o & ’ ‘_‘B‘->G’
DEMAREST o & Mm g L
FITZWATER 0 g/ WM O (3/'
GRAY | ( - O a
HAGIN o o O o
R:MARKS: ~
The attached has been forwarded to the President.
RESPONSE:
00 : o1 g7, , James W. Cicconi

Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

523 &R

N
(W]

8 2

April 25, 1990
INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON bJ
FROM: MARY KATE GRANT 26??1
¢
SUBJECT: VOLUNTEER ACTION A S LUNCHEON

I. SUMMARY

Attached for your approval are proposed brief remarks for
the Volunteer Action Awards luncheon, to be held on Friday,
April 27 at 12:00 noon on the State Floor. Approximately 100
people will be present, with most of the Cabinet and many Members
of Congress invited as well. Mrs. Bush will be presenting the
awards with you.

IT. DISCUSSION

These remarks (8 minutes/speechcards) highlight the
achievements of some of the award winners, and the importance of
community service to the country as a whole.
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April 25, 1990
Draft seven
A:ACTION
BRIEF REMARKS: VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS LUNCHEON
THE EAST ROOM
FRIDAY, APRIL 27, 1990

( (Acknowledgements))

It's a pleasure to welcome all of you to the White House.
The famous radio broadcaster Paul Harvey tells a story of a man
named Vincent who lived in southern Belgium. He was a very poor
man who lived in a simple hut, dressed in an old coat and
trousers made of sacking cloth. But Vincent embodied the spirit
of helping others, for he knew that although he had very few
possessions, he still had a gift to give;

When a mining disaster struck, many villagers were injured
and no one fought harder to save them than Vincent did. For days
on end, he cared for the injured, and helped feed and clothe the
needy.

Years later, Vincent Van Gogh, today one of the world's
beloved masters, painfed his famous "Starry Night."

Though a hundred years have passed since Van Gogh put brush to
canvas and created a masterpiece, the value of serving others has
not changed.

I have often said that from now on, any definition of a
suécessful life must include serving others. So it is my special
honor today to present the 1990 President's Volunteer Action
Awards to 19 of America's "Thousand Points of Light" who embody

that definition of success. \\\
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Let me tell you about a few of them:

There's Clarence Wilson of St. Louis. Clarence is a 17
year-old high school student who watchéd the neighborhood where
he grew up give way to crime, drug dealing, and condemned
housing. And then, a year ago, personal tragedy struck. A fire
destroyed his home and killed his mother, cousin and aunt.
Clarence decided it was not just a time to mourn, it was a time
for action. He began a Neighborhood Watch program, set up
citizen teams to paint over graffiti, and encouraged neighbors to
cooperate with police to rid the community of drugs. Clarence,
you are an outstanding example to the young people of this
country, and I hope every one of them will follow your example.
\\

Providence House is a network of six residential facilities
in New Rochelle, New York that provide a home and a haven to
women and children in crisis situations. Unfortunately, too many
facilities serving women in trouble do not accept their children.
Providence House is different, opening its doors to mothers and
children, giving them the security they need. One of the homes
in the Providence House network is creatively called "My Mother's
House." It gives shelter to the children of incarcerated women,
allowing them to tell their friends truthfully, "I live at My
Mother's House with my mother's friends." Another one of the
homes is a homeless shelter providing family and job counseling.

Over 100 concerned volunteers are involved in the Providence
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House program. We appreciate your dedication to making a better
life for these women and children.\\

Next, there's the story of Henry Gaskins, a supervisor at
the Library of Congress who holds a doctorate in education, and
his wife Mary Ann, who works at NASA and also holds an education
degree. They began a youth club several years ago, but soon
decided that young people in the inner city needed more than just
a place to go. What began as after-school recreation soon became
after-school workshops on education and jobs -- so these young
people could really go places.

The Gaskins' began tutoring young black children for free
-- six days a week in their own home. The Freedom Youth Academy,
as the kids themselves named it, soon became a reality. Now over
80 percent of the Academy's students -- from kindergarten to
twelfth grade -- have earned academic distinction. 1In fact, the
high school students' SAT scores have improved by anywhere from
50 to 360 points, with many students going on to the natiqn's top
schools. Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins, you've done so much for these
young people, and we're grateful to you. \\

And among-the many businesses pitching in across America is
the Adolph Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors workforce
in the state of Colorado, about 4,000 company employees and
retirees, have banded together to donate approximately 35,000
hours of service to 116 separate projects in their communities.
They've participated in winter clothing drives, food drives,

community health checkups, low-income housing renovations,
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recycling programs, Special Olympics -- you name it, they've done
it. ((Must be something in that mountain water.)) The
enthusiasm these employees have for community service is
remarkable, and every company in America should follow your lead.
To all the Coors employees, thank you for your time and
talents.\\\ |

Every award recipient here today has an amazing story. For
today's winners know that only in serving others do we find the
fulfillment that every one of us is seeking in life. Listen'to
every one of the men and women here with us today and every one
will tell you that serving others enriches their own lives at
least as much as it enriches the lives of those they touch.

Each of these Americans holds the light of humanity in their
hearts; and, like a candle in a steady hand, they share that
light and inspire commitment in so many others. Theirs is a
bright path of goodness and love through the dark night of
sadness and despair. Thank you for all you have done and God
bless each of you. \\\

And now, Barbara and I will present the 1990 President's
Volunteer Action Awards, with the help of two other special
people, who have devoted so much of their time and talents to
helping others -- Jane Kenny, the head of ACTION, and my good
friend Governor George Romney, chairman of Volunteer: The |
National Center. [PRESENT AWARDS]

[RETURN TO PODIUM TQ PRESENT RONALD REAGAN AWARD TO LAST

RECIPIENT]
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Mrs. Madrid, we'd like to present to you the Ronald Reagan
Award, which was created to honor the individual or organization
whose contribution to volunteerism is greatest among those
winning the President's Volunteer Action Awards. And so I'm
pleased to announce Mrs. Madrid as this Administration's second
recipient of an award named for a great President, my good
friend, and the originator of the President's Volunteer Action
Awards: The Ronald Reagan Award for Volunteer Excellence.\\\

To Mrs. Madrid, and all of you, our warmest congratulations.’

Again, thank you for coming today.

###
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I. SUMMARY

Attached for your approval are proposed brief remarks for
the Volunteer Action Awards luncheon, to be held on Friday,
April 27 at 12:00 noon on the State Floor. Approximately 100
people will be present, with most of the Cabinet and many Members

of Congress invited as well. Mrs. Bush will be presenting the
awards with you. '

IT. DISCUSSION

These remarks (8 minutes/speechcards) highlight the
achievements of some of the award winners, and the importance of
community service to the country as a whole.
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I;'s a pleasure to welcome all of you to the White Houée;‘
The féméus radio broadéaster Paul Harvey tells a stofy of a maﬁ
named Vincent who li§ed iﬁ'southern Belgium. He was a very poo#
man who lived in:a_simple hut, dreséed in an old coat and
»trousers made of SACKing cloth. But Vincent embodied the spirit
of helping others, fér he knew that althoﬁgh he had very few
possessions, he still had a gift to give.

When a mining diséster struek, many villagers were injured
and no one fought harder to save them thah Vincent -did. For days
on end, he cared for the inju;ed, and helped feed and clothe the
needy. |

Years later, vingent Van Gogh, tocday one of the world's
beloved masters, painted his fémous "Starry Night."

Though é huﬁdred years have passed since Van Gogh put brush to
canvas and created a masterpiece, the value of serving others has
not changed.

I have often said that from now on, any definition of a
_successful life must include sefving others. So it is ﬁy special
honor today to present the 1990 President's Volunteer Actibn
Awérds to 19 of America's "Thousand Points of,Light" who embody

~ that definition of success. \\\
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Let me tell you about &-feﬁ of them;

There's Clarence ﬁilson of St. Louis. Clarence is a 17
year-old high school student who watched the neighborh00d~wﬁere_
he grew up give way to cfime, dfug dealing,.and condemned |
housing; And then, a yéar ago, personal tragedy struck. .A fife
destroyed his home and killed hié mother, cousin and aunt.
Clarence decided it was not just 'a time to mourn, it was 5 timeA
for éctign. He bggah a:Neighborhoéd Watch-program, set_ﬁp
citizen teams to paint over graffiti,_and encouraged neighboré_to
éooperate with police to rid the community of drugs. 01érence,
you are an outstanding example to the young people of this . -
country, and I hope every onequ them wi11 follow your example.
W

Providence House is a network of six residential facilities
in New Rochelle, New York that provide a home and a haven to
women and children in crisis situatioﬁs; Unfortuhately, too many
facilities serving women in trouble do not accept'their childreﬁ.
Providence House is different, opening its doors to moﬁhers and
children,'giving them the security they need. One of the homes
in the Providence House network is creatively called "My Mother's
Housg." It gives shelter to the children of incarcerated'women,
'»allowing them to tell their friends truthfully, ﬁI.liVe at My
Mother's House with my mother's friends."” Another one of the
homes is a homeless shelter providing family and job counseling.

Over 100 concefned volunteers are involved in the Providence
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House program. We appreciate ybur dedication to making a better'
life for these vomen and children.\\

Next, there's thelstory of Hénry Gaskins, a supervisor'at_,
the Library of Congress who holds a doctorate in education, and
his wife Mary Ann, who works at NASA and also holds .an édﬁcati§n
degree. They began a youth club several.years ago, but soon
decided that young people in the inner city needed more than jﬁst~
a placée to go. What began as after-school‘recreation soon became .
-after-school workghops‘on‘education and jobs“-- so theée YOung-‘-
people could really go places.

Thé Gaskins' began tutoriné young black childreh for free
- six days a week in their own home. The freedom Youth Academny,
as the kids themselves named it, soon became a reality. Now over
80 percent of the A;ademy's students -- from kindergarten to
twelfth grade -- have earned academic distinction. 1In fact, the
high school students' SAT scores havé improved by anywhere from
50 to 360 points, with many students going on to the nation's top
' séhools. Mr. and Mrs. G;skins, you've done so much for these
young people, and we're gratéful to you. \\

And among the many businesses pitching in across America is
the Adolph Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors workforce
in the state of Colorado, about 4,000 company employees and
retirees, have banded together to donate approximately 35,000
‘hours of service to 116 separate projects in their communities.
They'vé participated in winter clothing drives, food drives,

community health checkups, low-income housing renovations,
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recycling programs, Special Olympics -- you name it, theﬁ've done
it. ((Must be something in that-mountaih watér.)j_ The |
enthusiasm these employees have for community service is _
remarkable, and every company in America should folldw your lead.
To all the Coors employees, thank yoﬁ for your.time and
talents.\\\ f

Every award fgcipiéﬁt here today haS-an amazing story. Fori
today's winners know that only in serving others do we find the
fulfillment fhat évery one of us is seeking in life. Listen to
gﬁery one of the men and women here with us today and every.one
will tell you that serving others enriches their own liQes at
least as mﬁch as it eﬁriches the lives of those they touch.

Each of these Americans holdé the light of humanity'in their
hearts; and, like a candle in a steady hand, they‘share'that
light and inspire commitment in so many others. Theirs is a

bright path of goodness and love through the dark night of
sadnessvahd despair. Thank you for a11 you have done and God .
bless each of you. \\\

And now, Barbara and I will present the 1990 President's
Volunteer Action Awards, with the help of two other special
people; who have'devoted so much of their time and talents to
helping others -- Jane Kenny, the head of ACTION, and my good
friend Governor George Romnéy, chairman of Volunteer: The
National Center. [PRESENT AWARDS]

[RETU'Rﬁ TO PODIUM TO PRESENT RONALD REAGAN AWARD TO LAST

RECIPIENT]
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Mrs. Madrid, we'd like to present to you the Ronald-Reagan
Award, which was created to honor the individual or érgaﬁization
whose contribution to volunteerism is greatest among those |
winning the President's Volunteer Action Awards. And so I'm
pleased tolannounce Mrs. Madrid as this Administration's second
_ recipient of an award named for a great President, my good
friend, and the originator of the Presidentfs Volunteer Action
Awards: The Ronald Reagan Award for Volunteer Excellence.\\\

To Mrs. Madrid, and all of you, our warmest congratulations.

Again, thank you for coming today.

2
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April 24, 1990

MEMORANDUM

TO: MK

FROM: C-SQUARED

RE: ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FOR VOLUNTEER AWARDS

Approximately 100 guests are expected.

Many members of Congress and the Cabinet have been invited,
however many have not yet RSVP'd. As of today, here
are the names, subject to additions on Friday morning:

+~~Senator Durenberger
€arta Hitis
“ former New Jersey Governor Thomas Kean, and wife
~—Secretary Lujan
+Secretary Mosbacher
W+ Petersmeyer
s former Michigan Governor Romney % (i .
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April 25, 1990

INFORMATION (?\4
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON i/

FROM: MARY KATE GRANT /X9 U
SUBJECT: VOLUNTEER ACTION A‘CZ{DS LUNCHEON

I. SUMMARY

Attached for your approval are proposed brief remarks for
the Volunteer Action Awards luncheon, to be held on Friday,
April 27 at 12:00 noon on the State Floor. Approximately 100
people will be present, with most of the Cabinet and many Members
of Congress invited as well. Mrs. Bush will be presenting the
awards with you.

II. DISCUSSION
These remarks (8 minutes/speechcards) highlight the

achievements of some of the award winners, and the importance of
community service to the country as a whole.
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It's a pleasure to welcome all of you to the White House.
The famous radio broadcaster Paul Harvey tells a story of a man
named Vincent who lived in southern Belgiuﬁ. He was a very poor
man who lived in a simple hut, dressed in an old coat and
trousers made of sacking cloth. But Vincent embodied the spirit
of helping others, for he knew that although he had very few
possessions, he still had a éift to give.

When a mining disaster struck, many villagers were injured
and no one fought harder to save them than Vincent did. For days
on end, he cared for the injured, and helped feed and clothe the
needy.

Years later, Vincent Van Gogh, today one of the world's
beloved masters, painted his famous "Starry Night."

Though a hundred years have passed since Van Gogh put brush to
canvas and created a masterpiece, the value of serving others has
nof changed. |

I have often said that from now on, any definition of a
‘successful life must include serving others. So it is my special
honor ‘today to present the 1990 President's Volunteer'Action
Awards to 19 of America's "Thousand Points of Light" who embody

that definition of success. W\
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Let me tell you about a few of them}

There's Clarence Wilson of St. Louis. Clarence is a 17
year-old high school student who watched the neighborhood where
he grew up give way to crime, drug dealing, and condemned
housing. And then, a year ago, personal tragedy struck. A fire
destroyed his home and killed his mother, cousin and aunt.
Clarence decided it was not just a time to mourn, it was a time
for action. He began a Neighborhood Watch program, set up
citizen teams to paint over graffiti, and encouraged neighbors to
cooperate with police to rid the community of drugs. Clarence,
you are an outstanding example to the young people of this
country, and I hope every one of them will follow your example.
\\

Providence House is a network of six residential facilities

in New Rochelle, New York that provide a home and a haven to

women andlchildren in crisis situations. Unfortunately, too many
facilities serving women in trouble do not accept their children.
Providence House is different, opening its doors to mothers and
children, giving them the security they need. One of the homes
in the Providence House network is creatively called "My Mother's
House." It gives shelter to the children of incarcerated women,
allowing them to tell their friends truthfully, "I live at‘ﬁy
Mother's House with my mother's friends." Another one of thé
homes is a homeless shelter providing family and job counseling.

Over 100 concerned volunteers are involved in the Providence
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House program. We appreciate your dedication to making a better
life for these women and children.\\

Next, there's the story of Henry Gaskins, a supervisor at
the Library of Congress who holds a doctorate in education, and
his wife Mary Ann, whd works at NASA and also holds an education
degree. They began a youth club several Years ago, but soon
decided that young people in the inner city needed more than just
a place to go. What began as after-school recreation soon became
after-school wofkshops on education and jobs -- so these young
people could really go places. -

The Gaskins' began tutoring young black children for free
-- 8ix days a week in their own home. The Freedom Youth Acadeny,
as the kids themselves named it, soon became a reality. Now over
80 percent of the Academy's students -- from kindergarten to
twelfth grade -- have earned academic distinction. In fact, the
high school students' SAT scores have improved by anywhere from
50 to 360 points, with many students going on to the nation's top
schools. Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins, you've done so much for these
young people, and we're grateful to you. \\

And among the many businesses.pitéhing in across America is
the Adolph Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors workforce
in the state of Colorado, about 4,000 coﬁpany employees and
retirees, have banded together to donate approximately 35,000
hours of service to 116 separate érojects in their communities.
They've participated in winter clothing drives, food drives,

community health checkups, low-income housing renovations,
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recycling pfégrams,'Special Olympics -- you name it, thej've done
it. ((Must be something.in that mountain water.)) The
enthusiasm these-employees have for community service is
remarkable, and every company in America should follow your lead.
To all the Coors employees, thank you for your time aﬁd
talents.\\\

Every award recipient here today has an amazing story. For
today's winners know that only in serving others do we find the
fulfillment that every one of us is seeking in life. Listen to
every one of the men and women here with us today and every one
will tell you that serving others enriches their own lives at
least as much as it enriches the lives of those they touch.

Each of these Americans holds the light of humanity in their
hearts; and, like a candle in a steady hand, they share that
light and inspire commitment in so many others. Theirs is a
bright path of goodness and love through the dark night of
sadnéss and despair. Thank you for all You have done and God
bless each of you. \\\

And now, Barbara and I will present the 1990 President's
Volunteer Action Awards, with the help of two other special
'people, who have devoted so much of their time and talents to.
helpiné others -- Jane Kenny, the head of ACTION, and my good
friend Governor George Romney, chairﬁan of Volunteer: The
National Center. [PRESENT AWARDS]

[RETURN TO PODIUM TO PRESENT RONALD REAGAN AWARD TO LAST
RECIPIENT)
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Mrs. ﬁadrid, we'd like to present to you the Ronald Reagan
Awvard, which waslcreated to honor the individual or organization
whose contribution to volunteerism is greatest among those
winning the President's Volunteer Action Awards. 2nd so I'm
Pleased to announce Mrs. Madrid as this Administration's second
recipient of an award named for a great President, my good
friend, and the originator of the President's Volunteer Action
Awards: The Ronald Reagan Award for Volunteer Excellence.\\\

To Mrs. Madrid, and all of you, our warmest congratulations.

Again, thank you for coming today.

¥ # #
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It's a pleasure to welcome all of you to the White House.
The famous radio broadcaster Paul Harvey tells a story of a man
named Willem who lived in southern Belgium. He was a very poor
man who lived in a simple hut, dressed in an old coat and
trousers made of sacking cloth. But Willem embodied the spirit
of helping others, for he knew that although he had very few
possessions, he still had a gift to give.

When a mining disaster struck, many villagers were injured
and no one fought harder to save them than Willem.did. For days
on end, he cared for the injured, and helped feed and clothefthe
needy.

Years later, Vincent Willem Vvan Gogh, today one of the
world's beloved masters, painted his famous "Starry Night."
Though a hundred years have passed since Van Gogh put brush to
canvas and created a masterpiece, the value of serving others has
not changed.

I have often said that from now on, any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. So it is my special
honor today to present the 1990 President's Volunteer Action

Awards to a group of truly special Americans who symbolize that

definition of success. \\\
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Let me tell you about a few of them:

Take a look at Clarence Wilson of St. Louis. Clarence is a
17 year-old high school student who watched the neighborhood
where he grew up give way to crime, drug dealing, and condemned
housing. And then, a year ago, tragedy struck. A fire destroyed
his home and killed his mother, cousin and aunt. Well, Clarence
decided it was time for action. He set up a Neighborhood Watch
program, set up citizen teams to paint over graffiti, and
encouraged neighbors to cooperate with police to get rid of the
drugs. Clarence, you are an outstanding example to the young
people of this country, and I wish we had more like you. \\

Providence House is a network of six residential facilities
in New Rochelle, New York that provide a home -- really a haven
is a better word -- to women and children in crisis situations.
Unfortunately, too many facilities serving women in‘trouble do
not accept their children. Providence House is unique, opening
its doors to mothers and children, giving them the security they
need. One of the homes in the Providence House network is
creatively called "My Mother's House." It gives shelter to the
children of incarcerated women, allowing them to tell their
friends truthfully, "I live at My Mother's House with my mother's
friends." Another one of the homes is a homeless shelter
providing family and job counseling. Over 100 concerned
volunteers are involved in the Providence House program. We

appreciate your dedication to making a better life for these

women and children.\\
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Next, there's the story of Henry Gaskins, a supervisor at
the Library of Congress who holds a doctorate in education, and
his wife Mary Ann, who works at NASA and also holds an education
degree. They began a youth club several years ago, but soon
decided that young people in the inner citj'needed more than just
a place to go. What began as after-school recreation soon became
after-school workshops on education and jobs -- so these young
people could really go places.

The Gaskins' began tutoring young black children for free
-- s8ix days a week in their own home. The Freedom Youth Acadeny,
as the kids themselves named it, soon became a reality. Now over
80 percent of the Academy's students -- from kindergarten to
twelfth'grade -- have received academic recognition. In fact,
the high school students' SAT scores have improved by anywhere
from 50 to 360 points, with many students going on to the
nation's top schobls. Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins, you've done so much
for these young people, and we're grateful to you. \\

And among the many businesses pitching in across America is
the Adolph Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors workforce
in the state of Colorado, about 4,000 company employees and
retirees, have joined together to donate approximately 35,000
hours of service to 116 separate projects in their communities.
They've participated in winter clothing drives, food drives,
community health checkups, low-income housing renovations,
recycling programs, Special Olympics -- you name it, they've done

it. ((Must be something in that mountain water.)) The
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enthusiasm these employees have for community service is
remarkable, and every company in America should follow your
example. To all the Coors employees, thank you for your time and
talents.\\\

I wish we had time to tell you the amazing story of every
person here today. For today's winners know that prosperity
without purpbse means nothing. Instead, they personify what
really matters: values like compassion, caring, friendship and
love for our neighbors. As President, I want to promote those
values which motivate community service for a better country and
a better world.

Each of these Americans holds the light of humanity in their
hearts; and, like a candle in a steady hand, they share that
light and inspire commitment in so many others. Theirs is a
bright path of goodness and love through the dark night of
sadness and despair.

"Great deeds cannot die," wrote the poet Tennyson, "They
with the sun and moon renew their light, forever blessing those
that look on them." Thank you for your great deeds and God bless

each of you.

And now, Barbara and I will present the awards.

£ # #
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SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Volunteer Action Awards
The draft remarks are eloquently written and to the point.

We have no suggestions from a policy standpoint and approve the
draft in its current form.

ces James W. Cicconi
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It's a pleasure to welcome all of you to the White House.
The famous radio broadcaster Paul Harvey tells a story of a man
named Willem who lived in southern Belgium. He was a very poor
man who lived in a simple hut, dressed in an old coat and
trousers made of sacking cloth. But Willem embodied the spirit
of helping others, for he knew that although he had very few
possessions, he still had a gift to give.

When a mining disaster struck, many villagers were injured
and no one fought harder to save them than Willem‘did. For days
on end, he cared for the injured, and helped feed and clothefthe
needy.

Years later, Vincent Willem Van Gogh, today one of the
world's beloved masters, painted his famous "Starry Night."
Though a hundred years have passed since Van Gogh put brush to
canvas and created a masterpiece, the value of serving others has
not changed.

I have often said that from now on, any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. So it is my special
honor today to present the 1990 President's Volunteer Action

Awards to a group of truly special Americans who symbolize that

definition of success. \\\



e

2
Let me tell you about a few of them:
Take a look at Clarenée Wilson of st. Louis. Clarence is a
17 year-old high school student who watched the neighborhood
where he grew up give way to crime, drug dealing, and condemned
housing. And then, a year ago, tragedy struck. A fire destroyed

his home and killed his mother, cousin and aunt. Well, Clarence

decided it was tihe»fdr action. He set up a Neighborhood Watch

program, set up citizen teams to paint over graffiti, and
encouraged neighbors to cooperate with police to get rid of the
drugs. . Clarence, you are an outstanding example to the young
people of this country, and I wish we had more like you. \\
Providence House is a network of six residential facilities

in New Rochelle, New York that provide a home -- really a haven

is a better word -- to women and children in crisis situations.

Unfortunately, too many facilities serving women in trouble do
not accept their children. Providence House is unique, opening
its doors to mothers and chiidren, giving them the security they
need. One of the homes in the Providence House network is
creatively called "My Mother's House." It gives shelter to the
children of incarcerated women, allowing them to tell their
friends truthfully, "I live at My Mother's House with my mother's
friends." Another one.of the homes is a homeless sghelter
providing family and job counseling. Over 100 concerned
volunteers are involved in the Providence House program. We

appreciate your dedication to making a better life for these

women and children.\\
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Next, there's the story of Henry Gaskiné, a supervisor at
the Library of Congress who holds a doctorate in education, and
his ﬁife Mary Ann, who works at NASA and also holds an education
degree. They began a youth club several years ago, but soon
decided that young people in the inner city needed more than just
a place to go. What began as after-school recreation soon became
after-school workshops on education and jobs -- so these young
people could really go places.

The Gaskins' began tutoring young black children for free
-- six days a week in their own home. The Freedom Youﬁh Acadeny,
as the kids themselves named if, soon became a reality. Now over
80 percent of the_Academy's students -- from kindergarten to
twelfth grade -- have received academic recognition. 1In fact,
the high school students' SAT scores have improved by anywhere
from 50 to 360 points, with many students going on to the
nation's top schools. Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins, you've done so much
for these young people, and we're grateful to you. \\

And among the many businesses pitching in across America is
the Adolph Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors workforce
in the state of Colorado, about 4,000 company employees and
retirees, have joined together to donate approximately 35,000
hours of service to 116 separate projects in their communities.
They've participated in winter clothing drives, food drives,
community health checkups, low-income housing renovations,
recycling programs, Special Olympics -- you name it, they've done

it. ((Must be something in that mountain water.)) The
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enthusiasm these employees have for community service is
remarkable, and every company in America should follow your
example. To all the Coors employees, thank you for your time and
talents.\\\

I wish we had time to tell you the amazing story of every
person here today. For today's winners know that prosperity
without purpose means nothing. Instead, they personify what
really matters: values like compassion, caring, friendship and
love for our neighbors. As President, I want to promote those
values which motivate community service for a better country and
a better world.

Each of these Americans holds the light of humanity in their
hgarts; and, like a candle in a steady hand, they share that
light and inspire commitment in so many others. Theirs is a
bright path of goodness and love throﬁgh the dark night of
sadness and despair.

"Great deeds cannot die," wrote the poet Tennyson, "They
with the sun and moon renew their light, forever blessing those

that look on them." Thank you for your great deeds and God bless

- each of you.

And now, Barbara and I will present the awards.

# ##
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WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: JIM PINKEﬁgéB£7

SUBJECT: Volunteer Action Awards Luncheon Draft

A well put together draft. We only suggest that with
all the light imagery (e.g., Van Gogh's "Starry Night,k"
Tennyson's "sun and moon renew their light," "like a
candle in a steady hand," "bright path," "dark night,"
etc.) that the allusion to "Thousand Points of Light" be
made explicit.
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It's a pleasure to welcome all of you to the White House.
The famous radio broadcaster Paul Harvey tells a story of a man
named Willem who lived in southern Belgium. He was a very poor
man who lived in a simple hut, dressed in an old coat and
trousers made oﬁ sacking cloth. .But Willem embodied the spirit
of helping others, for he knew that although he had very few
possessions, he still had a gift to give.

When a mining disaster struck, many villagers were injured
and no one fought harder to save them than Willem‘did. For days
on end, he cared for the injured, and helped feed and clothe*the
needy.

Years later, Vincent Willem Van Gogh, today one of the
world's beloved masters, painted his famous "Starry Night."
Though a hundred years have passed since Van Gogh put brush to
canvas and created a masterpiece, the value of serving others has
not changed.

i have often said that from now on, any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. So it is my special
honor today to present the 1990 President's Volunteer Action

Awards to a group of truly special Americans who symbolize that

definition of success. \\\



R

2

Let me tell you about a few of them:

Take a look at Clarence Wilson of St. Louis. Clarence is a
17 year-old high school student who watched the neighborhood
where he grew up give way to crime, drug dealing, and condemned-
housing. And then, a year ago, tragedy struck. A fire destroyed
his home and killed his mother, cousin and aunt. Well, Clarence
decided it was time for action. He set up a Neighborhood Watch

program, set up citizen teams to paint over graffiti, and

‘encouraged neighbors to cooperate with police to get rid of the

drugs. Clarence, you are an outstanding example to the young
people of this country, and I wish we had more like you. \\
Providence House is a network of six residential facilities
in New Rochelle, New York that provide a home -~ really a haven
is a better word -- to women and children in crisis situations.

Unfortunately, too many facilities serving women i “Eipuble do

holwortiny Sp bt net umi

not accept their children. Providence House is m opening (ACTIon)

its doors to mothers and children, giving them the security they
need. One of the homes in the Providence House network is
creatively called "My Mother's House." It gives shelter to the
children of incarceratéd women, allowing them to tell their
friends truthfully, "I live at My Mother's House with my mother's
friends." Another one of the homes is a homeless shelter
providing family and job counseling. Over 100 concerned
volunteers are involved in the Providence House program. We

appreciate your dedication to making a better life for these

women and children.\\
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Next, there's the story of Henry Gaskins, a supervisor at
the Library of Congress who holds a doctorate in education, and
his wife Mary Ann, who works at NASA and also holds an education
degree. They began a youthlclub several years ago, but soon
decided that young people in the inner city needed more than just
a place to go. What began as after-school recreation soon became
after-school workshops on education and jobs -- so these young
people could really go places.

The Gaskins' began tutoring young black children for free
-- 8ix days a week in their own home. The Freedom Youth Academy,
as the kids themselves named it, soon became a reality. Now over
80 percent of the Academy's students -- from kindergarten to
twelfth-grade -- have received academic recognition. In fact,
the high school students' SAT scores have improved by anywhere . L///
from 50 to 360 points, with many students going on to the

26«4. are Mmodef Civif Servants,
nation's top schools. Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins,Ayou've done so much (A9vu)

for these young people, and we're grateful to you. \\
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And among the many businesses pitching in across America is
the Adolph Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors workforce
in the state of colorado, about 4,000 company employees and
retirees, have joined together to donate approximately 35,000
hours of service to 116 separate projects in their communities.
They've participated in winter clothing drives, food drives,
community health checkups, low-income housing renovations,
recycling programs, Special Olympics -- you name it, they've done

it. ((Must be something in that mountain water.)) The
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enfhusiasm these employees have for community service is
remarkable, and every company in America should follow your
example. To all the Coors employees, thank you for your time and
talents:.\\\

I wish we had time to tell you the amazing story of every
person here today. For today's winners know that prosperity
without purpose means nothing. Instead, they personify what
really matters: values like compassion, caring, friendship and
love for our neighbors. As President, I want to promote those
values which motivate community service for a better country and
a better world.

Each of these Americans holds the light of humanity in their
hearts; and, like a candle in a steady hand, they share that
light and inspire commitment in so many others. Theirs is a
bright path of goodness and love through the dark night of
sadness and despair.

"Great deeds cannot die," wrote the poet Tennyson, "They -
with the sun and moon renew their light, forever blessing those
that look on them." Thank you for your great deeds and God bless

each of you.

And now, Barbara and I will present the awards.

# £ #
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It's a pleasure to welcome all of you to the White House.
The famous radio-broadcaster Paul Harvey tells a story of a man
named Willem who lived in southern Belgium. He was a very poor
man who lived in a simple hut, dressed in an old coat and
trousers made of sacking cloth. But Willem embodied the spirit
of helping others, for he knew that although he had very few
possessions, he still had a gift to give.

When a mining disaster struck, many villagers were injured
and no one fought harder to save them than Willem'did. For days
on end, he cared for the injured, and helped feed and clothe'the

needy. ’(kjﬁfhnaﬂf

Years later, Vincent Willem Van Gogh, today one of the
world's beloved masteré, painted his famous "Starry Night."
Though a hundred years have passed since Van Gogh put brush to V////
canvas and created a masterpiece, the value of serving others has
not changed.

I have often said that from now on, any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. So it is my special
honor today to present the 1990 President's Voluhteer Acfion

Awards to a group of truly special Americans who symbolize that

definition of success. \\\
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Let me tell you about a few of them:

Take a look at Clarence Wilson of st. Louis. Clarence is a
17 year-old high school student who watched the neighborhood
where he grew ub give way to crime, drug dealing, and condemned
housing. And then, a year ago, tragedy struck. A fire destroyed
his home and killed his mother, cousin and aunt. Well, Clarence
decided it was time for action. He set up a Neighborhood Watch
program, set up citizen teams to paint over graffiti, and
encouraged neighbors to cooperate with police to get rid of the
drugs. Clarence, you are an outstanding example to the young
people of this country, and I wish wé had more like you. \\

Providence House is a network of six residential facilities

in New Rochelle, New York that provide a home -- really a haven

is a better word -- to women and children in crisis situations.
Unfortunately, too many facilities serving women in trouble do
not accept their children. Providence House is unique, opening
its doors to mothers and children, giving them the security they
need. One of the homes in the Providence House network is
creatively called "My Mother's House." It gives shelter to the
children of incarcerated women, allowing them to tell their
friends truthfully, "I live at My Mother's House with my mother's
friehds." Another one qf.the homes is a homeless shelter
providing family and job counseling. Over 100 concerned
volunteers are involved in the Providence House program. We

appreciate your dedication to making a better life for these

women and children.\\
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Next, there's the story of Henry Gaskins, a supervisor at
the Library of Congress who holds a doctorate in education, and
his wife Mary Anh, who works at NASA and also holds an education
degree. They began a youth club several years ago, but sooﬁ»
decided that young people in the inner city needed more than just

a place to go. What began as after-school recreation soon became
| after-school workshops on education and jobs -- so these young
people could really go places.

The Gaskins' began tutoring young black children for free
-- six days a week in their own home. The Freedom Youth Academy,
as the kids themselves named it, soon became a reality. Now over
80 percent of the Academy's students -- from kindergarten to
twelfth grade -- have received academic recognition. In fact,
the high school students' SAT scores have improved by anywhere
from 50 to 360 points, with many students going on to the
nation's top schools. Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins, you've done so much
for these young people, and we're grateful to you. \\

And among the many businesses pitching in across America is
the Adolph Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors workforce
in the state of Colorado, about 4,000 company employees and
retirees, have joined together to donate approximately 35,000
hours of service to 116 separate projects in their communities.
They've participated in winter clothing drives, food drives,
community health checkups, low-income housing renovations,
recycling progfams, Special. Olympics -- you name it, they've done

it. ((Must be something in that mountain water.)) The



T
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enthusiasm these employees have for community service is
remarkable, and every company in America should follow your
example. To all the Coors employees, thank you for your time and
talents.\\\
I wish we had time to tell you the amazing story of every
person here today. For today's winners know that prosperity

without purpose means nothing. Instead, they personify what

really matters: values like compassion, caring, friendship and

love for our neighbors. As President, I want to promote those
values which motivate community service for a better country and
a better world.

Each of these Americans holds the light of humanity in their
hearts; and, like a candle in a steady hand, they share that
light and inspire commitment in so many others. Theirs is a
bright path of goodness and love through the dark night of
sadness and despair.

"Great deeds cannot die," wrote the poet Tennyson, "They
with the sun and moon renew their light, forever blessing those
that look on them." Thank you for your great deeds and God bless

each of you.

And now, Barbara and I will present the awards.
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It's a pleasure to welcome all of you _to the White House.

The fahous radio broadcaster Paul Harvey tells a story of a man
W Upy ’

who lived in southern Belgium. He was a very poor

VMev;ﬁW\ of helping othefs, for he kﬁ;w that although he had very few
N /
(\ possessions, he sg}gl had a gift to give.

vﬂ QL When a mining disaster struck, many villagers were injured
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)v\¥ﬁﬁ <)$" Years later, Vincent Willem\ Van Gogh, today one of the
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.Niw not changed.

I have often said that from now on, any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. So it is my special
honor today to present the 1990 President's Volunteer Action

Awards to a group of hal Americans who

i;e that

definition of success. \\\
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Let me tell you about a few of them;:
Ef%g;&»iﬁ@k&&t‘Clarence Wilson oj.St. Louis. Clarence is a
1 ear-old high school student who' watched the neighborhood
where he grew up give way to cri drug dealing, and condemned
housing. And then, a year ago, tragedy struck. A fire destroyed

\f his home and killed his mother, cousin,and aunt. W&I¥) Clarence
’iﬁﬁﬁz decidei/i&/gas’timeaﬁe@-act%en. HesZﬁigp a Neighborhood Watch

program, s citd ms—to-~paint-over-graffiti, and T&Lthwunuﬁ%
encouraged nelg ors to cooperate with police to ge® rid“of tbﬁ*ﬂ,
drugs. Cla nce, you are an outstanding example to the young
L~ people of/this country, and I wish ye.had-more—iike~youz \\

V@%’\ Uﬁ\A“ Providence House is a network of six residential facilities

QAO 13/New Rochelle, New York that provide a home —dl y a haven

W . . - . . s . .
\0 jgg,a_bet%er—wsfds—v to women and children in crisis situations.

Unfortunately, too many facilitieg serving women in troub;g do
not accept their chlldren. Provadence House iS»uﬂéé:;?éZP ing éﬂma
i doors to mothers and children, giving them the security they

e . One of the homes in thg Providence House network is

eatlvely called "My Mothen/z House." It gives shelter to the
hlldren of incarcerated wémen, allowing them to tell their

frlends truthfully, "I live at My Mother's House with my mother's

friends." Another one Jdf the homes is a homeless shelter

providing family and job counseling. Over 100 concerned

volunteers are involved in the Providence House program. We

appreciate your dedication to making a better life for these
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women and children.\(.
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Next, there's the story of Henry Gaskins, a supervisor at
the Library of Congress who holds a doctorate in education, and
his wife Mary Ann, who works at NASA and also holds an education
degree. They began a youth club several years ago, but soon
decided that young people in the inner city needed more than just
a place to go. What began as after-school recreation soon became
after-school workshops on education and jobs -- so these young
people‘could really go places.
» The Gaskins' began tutoring young black children for free
-- 8ix days a week in their own home. The Freedom Youth Academy}
as the kids themselves named it, soon became a reality. Now over
80 percent of the Academy's students -- from ki ergarten to

Cayne. Q (sh weti]

twelfth grade -- have received acadenic tion. 1In fact,
the high school students' SAT scores have improved by anywhere
from 50 to 360 points, with many students going on to the
nation's top schools. Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins, you've done so much
for these young people, and we're grateful to you. \\

And among the many businesses pitching in across America is
the Adolph Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors workforce
in the state of colorado, about 4,000 company employees and

retirees, have joitied together to donate approximately 35,000

hours of service/to 116 separate projects in their communities.

They've participated in winter clothing drives, food drives,
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enthusiasm these employees have for community service is

remarkable, and every company in America should follow your

le. To all the Coors employees, thank you for your time and
~~ talents.\\\

I wish we had time to tell you the amazing story of every

person here today. For today's winners know that

without purpose means nothing. Instead,wgggyﬂp
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really matters: values like cémpassibn, caring, friendship and
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love for our neighbors. As President, I want t /promote those

values which ﬁbtivate community service for a
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hearts; and, like a candle in a steady/ﬁand, they share that

etter country and

ht of humanity in their

light and inspire commitment in so many others. Theirs is a

bright path of goodness and lov?fthrough the dark night of
sadness and despair. p g

"Great deeds cannotlg{Z," wrote the poet Tennyson, "They
with the sun and moon yé;ew their light, forever blessing those
that look on them."ﬁ/éhank you for your great deeds and God bless

/
each of you.

And now, rbara and I will present the awards.
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It's a pleasure to welcome all of you to the White House.
The famous radio broadcaster Paul Harvey tells a story of a man
namediaglizﬁtWho lived in southern Belgium. He was a very poor
man who lived in a simple hut, dressed in an old coat and
trousers made of sacking cloth. But—glziz;lgﬁbodied the spirit
of helping others, for he knew that although he had very few
possessions, he still had a gift to give.

When a mining disaster struck, many villagers were injured
and no one fought harder to save them than-agiggﬁlaid. For days
on end, he cared for the injured, and helped feed and clothefthe
needy.

Years later, Vincent Wildem Van Gogh, today one of the
world's beloved masters, painted his famous "Starry Night."
Though a hundred years have passed since Van Gogh put brush to
canvas and created a masterpiece, the value of serving others has
not changed.

I have often said that from now on, any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. So it is my special

honor toda to present the 1990 Pre51dent's Volunteer Action

o ~( (i ina T Nnspagsat ewmﬁzz Lfé;/4ambod
Awards to & that

definition of success. \\\
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Let me tell you about a few of them:
Takea ook atr Clarence Wilson of St. Louis. Clarence is a

17 year-old high school student who watched the neighborhood

where he grew up give way to crime, drug dealing, and condemned
Persornal_
housing. And then, a year ago,, tragedy struck. A fire destroyed

his home and killed his mother, cousin and aunt. WelX, Clarence

begam
ime for action. He se%éLp a Neighborhood Watch

program, set up citizen teams to paint over graffiti, and

domMU“‘Lw
encouraged neighbors to cooperate with police to get rid of the4
drugs. Clarence, you are an outstanding example to the young iV
pope BNy gry of HAem wedet-cl] /%//’“/f/ )
. : . ex o€

people of this country, and I \

Providence House is a network of six residential facilities
in New Rochelle, New York that provide a home-——igzg&if-a haven
is—a—better—word—== to women and children in crisis situations.
Unfortunately, too many facilities serving women in trouble do
not accept their children. Providence House is unique, opening
its doors to mothers and children, giving them the security they
need. One of the homes in the Providence House network is
creatively called "My Mother's House." It gives shelter to the
children of incarcerated women, allowing them to tell their
friends truthfully, "I live at My Mother's House with my mother's
friends." Another one of the homes is a homeless shelter
providing family and job counseling. Over 100 concerned

volunteers are involved in the Providence House program. We

appreciate your dedication to making a better life for these

women and children.\\
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Next, there's the story of Henry Gaskins, a supervisor at
the Library of Congress who holds a doctorate in education, and
his wife Mary Ann, who works at NASA and also holds an education
degree. They began a youth club several years ago, but soon
decided that young people in the inner city needed more than just
a place to go. What began as after-school recreation soon became
after-school workshops on education and jobs -- so these young
people could really go places.

The Gaskins' began tutoring young black children for free
-- six days a week in their own home. The Freedom Youth Academy,
as the kids themselves named it, soon became a reality. Now over
80 percent of the Academy's students -- from kindergarten to
twelfth grade -- have rgéézgggjacademic r§§2§;22§£%?n In fact,
the high school students' SAT scores have improved by anywhere
from 50 to 360 points, with many students going on to the
nation's top schools. Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins, you've done so much
for these young people, and we're grateful to you. \\

And among the many businesses pitching in across America is
the Adolph Coors Company. Nearly half the total Coors workforce
in the state of Colorado, about 4,000 company employees and
retirees, have ;gggggxiogether to donate approximately 35,000
hours of service to 116 separate projects in their communities.
They've participated in winter clothing drives, food drives,
community health checkups, low-income housing renovations,
recycling programs, Special Olympics -- you name it, they've done

it. ((Must be something in that mountain water.)) The
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enthusiasm these employees have for community service is

remarkable, and every company in America should follow your
A% e. To all the Coors employees, thank you for your time and

talents.\\\

I wish we had time to tell you the amazing story of eveiz

/%xz:nﬁf

person here today. For today's winners know that

ut purpose means nothing. Instead, the rsonify what

really matters: VEIues»lixg\co Sion, caring, friendship and

o

love for our neighb As PresideﬁfT\i\yant to promote those

values which"motivate community service for a better-country and

er world.

Each of these Americans holds the light of humanity in their
hearts; and, like a candle in a steady hand, they share that
light and inspire commitment in so many others. Theirs is-a

§§L94b bright-path-ef-goodness-and-lovethrough the dark night of -

—sadness-and-despair. —
_"Great deeds—cannot die," wrote the poet Tennyson, "They —
with the —moon’fénew”fﬁéif"IigHE"“féféVér~b1essing those-

WW(W
,_that_lnokﬂen them:" Thank you for -your’‘great-deeds and God bless

each of you.

And now, Barbara and I will present the awards.
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VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS LUNCHEON / THE EAST ROOM
FRIDAY, APRIL 27, 1990 / 12:00 NOON

GOOD AFTERNOON, AND IT'S GREAT TO SEE SECRETARIES
MosBACHER AND LUJAN, AND SENATOR DURENBERGER AS WELL.
AND I APPRECIATE GOVERNOR ToM KEAN AND HIS WIFE, DesBy,
JOINING US TODAY. IT’'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME ALL OF
YOU TO THE WHITE Housk.

THE FAMOUS RADIO BROADCASTER PAuL HARVEY TELLS A
STORY OF A MAN NAMED VINCENT WHO LIVED IN SOUTHERN
BELGIUM.

-2 .
HE WAS A VERY POOR MAN WHO LIVED IN A SIMPLE HUT,
DRESSED IN AN OLD COAT AND TROUSERS MADE OF SACKING
CLOTH. BUT VINCENT EMBODIED THE SPIRIT OF HELPING
OTHERS, FOR HE KNEW THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAD VERY FEW
POSSESSIONS, HE STILL HAD A GIFT TO GIVE.

WHEN A MINING DISASTER STRUCK, MANY VILLAGERS WERE
INJURED AND NO ONE FOUGHT HARDER TO SAVE THEM THAN
VINCENT DID. FOR DAYS ON END, HE CARED FOR THE
INJURED, AND HELPED FEED AND CLOTHE THE NEEDY,
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-3 -

YEARS LATER, VINCENT VAN GOGH, TODAY ONE OF THE
WORLD'S BELOVED MASTERS, PAINTED HIS FAMOUS "STARRY
NIGHT." THOUGH A HUNDRED YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE VAN

GOGH PUT BRUSH TO CANVAS AND CREATED A MASTERPIECE, THE
VALUE OF SERVING OTHERS HAS NOT CHANGED.

I HAVE OFTEN SAID THAT FROM NOW ON, ANY DEFINITION
OF A SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE SERVING OTHERS.

-4 -
SO IT IS MY SPECIAL HONOR TODAY TO PRESENT THE 1990
PRESIDENT’'S VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS TO 19 oF AMERICA'S
"THousAND POINTS OF LIGHT" WHO EMBODY THAT DEFINITION
OF SUCCESS. \\\

LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT A FEW OF THEM:

THERE'S CLARENCE WILSON OF ST. Lours. CLARENCE 1s
A 17 YEAR-OLD HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT WHO WATCHED THE
NEIGHBORHOOD WHERE HE GREW UP GIVE WAY TO CRIME, DRUG
DEALING, AND CONDEMNED HOUSING.
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-5 -
AND THEN, A YEAR AGO, PERSONAL TRAGEDY STRUCK. A FIRE
DESTROYED HIS HOME AND KILLED HIS MOTHER, COUSIN AND
AUNT. CLARENCE DECIDED IT WAS NOT JUST A TIME TO
MOURN, IT WAS A TIME FOR ACTION. HE BEGAN A
NEXIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM, SET UP CITIZEN TEAMS TO
PAINT OVER GRAFFITI, AND ENCOURAGED NEIGHBORS TO
COOPERATE WITH POLICE TO RID THE COMMUNITY OF DRUGS.

- ’ ) . Tt - yrs N = il

-6 -
CLARENCE, YOU ARE AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE TO THE YOUNG
PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY, AND I HOPE EVERY ONE OF THEM
WILL FOLLOW YOUR EXAMPLE. \\

PROVIDENCE HOUSE IS A NETWORK OF SIX RESIDENTIAL
FACILITIES IN NEw ROCHELLE, NEw YORK THAT PROVIDE A
HOME AND A HAVEN TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN CRISIS
SITUATIONS. UNFORTUNATELY, TOO MANY FACILITIES SERVING
WOMEN IN TROUBLE DO NOT ACCEPT THEIR CHILDREN.
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PROVIDENCE HOUSE IS DIFFERENT, OPENING ITS DOORS TO
MOTHERS AND CHILDREN, GIVING THEM THE SECURITY THEY
NEED. ONE OF THE HOMES IN THE PROVIDENCE HOUSE NETWORK
IS CREATIVELY CALLED "My MoTHER's House." IT GIVES
SHELTER TO THE CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED WOMEN, ALLOWING
THEM TO TELL THEIR FRIENDS TRUTHFULLY, "I LIVE AT My
MOTHER'S HOUSE WITH My MOTHER'S FRIENDS." ANOTHER ONE
OF THE HOMES IS A HOMELESS SHELTER PROVIDING FAMILY AND
JOB COUNSELING.

N
- 8 -
OvER 100 CONCERNED VOLUNTEERS ARE INVOLVED IN THE

PROVIDENCE House ProGRAM. WE APPRECIATE YOUR
DEDICATION TO MAKING A BETTER LIFE FOR THESE WOMEN AND
CHILDREN.\\

NEXT, THERE'S THE STORY oF HENRY GASKINS, A
SUPERVISOR AT THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS WHO HOLDS A
DOCTORATE IN EDUCATION, AND HIS WIFE MARY ANN, wHO
WORKS AT NASA AND ALSO HOLDS AN EDUCATION DEGREE.
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THEY BEGAN A YOUTH CLUB SEVERAL YEARS AGO, BUT SOON
DECIDED THAT YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE INNER CITY NEEDED MORE
THAN JUST A PLACE TO GO. WHAT BEGAN AS AFTER-SCHOOL
RECREATION SOON BECAME AFTER-SCHOOL WORKSHOPS ON
EDUCATION AND JOBS -- SO THESE YOUNG PEOPLE COULD
REALLY GO PLACES.

THE GASKINS' BEGAN TUTORING YOUNG BLACK CHILDREN
FOR FREE -- SIX DAYS A WEEK IN THEIR OWN HOME.

- 10 -
THE FReepoM YouTH ACADEMY, AS THE KIDS THEMSELVES NAMED
IT, SOON BECAME A REALITY. Now oVER 80 PERCENT OF THE
ACADEMY'S STUDENTS -- FROM KINDERGARTEN TO TWELFTH
GRADE -- HAVE EARNED ACADEMIC DISTINCTION. IN FACT,
THE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS' SAT SCORES HAVE IMPROVED BY
ANYWHERE FROM 50 T0 360 POINTS, WITH MANY STUDENTS
GOING ON TO THE NATION’S TOP SCHOOLS. MR. AND Mgs.
GASKINS, YOU'VE DONE SO MUCH FOR THESE YOUNG PEOPLE,
AND WE'RE GRATEFUL TO You. \\
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~ AND AMONG THE MANY BUSINESSES PITCHING IN ACROSS
AMERICA IS THE ADOLPH CoORS COMPANY. NEARLY HALF THE
TOTAL COORS WORKFORCE IN THE STATE OF COLORADO, ABOUT
4,000 coMPANY EMPLOYEES AND RETIREES, HAVE BANDED
TOGETHER TO DONATE APPROXIMATELY 35,000 HOURS OF
SERVICE TO 116 SEPARATE PROJECTS IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.
THEY'VE PARTICIPATED IN WINTER CLOTHING DRIVES, FOOD
DRIVES, COMMUNITY HEALTH CHECKUPS, LOW-INCOME HOUSING
RENOVATIONS, RECYCLING PROGRAMS, SPECIAL OLYMPICS --
YOU NAME IT, THEY'VE DONE IT.

- 12 -
((MusT BE SOMETHING IN THAT MOUNTAIN WATER.)) THE
ENTHUSIASM THESE EMPLOYEES HAVE FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
IS REMARKABLE, AND EVERY COMPANY IN AMERICA SHOULD
FOLLOW YOUR LEAD. To ALL THE COORS EMPLOYEES, THANK
YOU FOR OPENING YOUR HEARTS TO YOUR COMMUNITIES.\\\
EVERY AWARD RECIPIENT HERE TODAY HAS AN AMAZING
STORY. FOR TODAY'S WINNERS KNOW THAT ONLY IN SERVING

OTHERS DO WE FIND THE FULFILLMENT THAT EVERY ONE OF US
IS SEEKING IN LIFE.
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LISTEN TO EVERY ONE OF THE MEN AND WOMEN HERE WITH US
TODAY =-- AND EVERY ONE WILL TELL YOU THAT SERVING
OTHERS ENRICHES THEIR OWN LIVES AT LEAST AS MUCH AS IT
ENRICHES THE LIVES OF THOSE THEY TOUCH.

EACH OF THESE AMERICANS HOLDS THE LIGHT OF HUMANITY.
IN THEIR HEARTS; AND, LIKE A CANDLE IN A STEADY HAND,
THEY SHARE THAT LIGHT AND INSPIRE COMMITMENT IN SO MANY
OTHERS.

- 14 -
THEIRS IS A BRIGHT PATH OF GOODNESS AND LOVE THROUGH
THE DARK NIGHT OF SADNESS AND DESPAIR. THANK YOU FOR
ALL YOU HAVE DONE AND GOD BLESS EACH OF You. \\\

AND Now, BARBARA AND I WILL PRESENT THE 1990
PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS, WITH THE HELP OF
TWO OTHER SPECIAL PEOPLE, WHO HAVE DEVOTED SO MUCH OF
THEIR TIME AND TALENTS TO HELPING OTHERS -- JANE KENNY,
THE HEAD OF ACTION, AND MY GoOD FRIEND GOVERNOR GEORGE

ROMNEY, CHAIRMAN OF VOLUNTEER: THE NATIONAL CENTER.
[PRESENT AWARDS]
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[RETURN TO PODIUM -- PRESENT RONALD REAGAN AWARD]

I’M PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE MRS. MADRID IS THIS
ADMINISTRATION'S SECOND RECIPIENT OF AN AWARD NAMED FOR
A GREAT PRESIDENT, MY GOOD FRIEND, AND THE ORIGINATOR
oF THE PRESIDENT'S VOLUNTEER ACTION AwARDS: THE RoNALD
ReaGAN AWARD FOR VOLUNTEER EXCELLENCE.\\\

- 16 -

THIS SPECIAL AWARD WAS CREATED TO HONOR THE
INDIVIDUAL WHOSE CONTRIBUTION TO VOLUNTEERISM IS
GREATEST AMONG THE WINNERS OF THE PRESIDENT’'S VOLUNTEER
AcTION AWARDS. MRS. MADRID, WE'D LIKE TO PRESENT TO
vou THE RONALD REAGAN AWARD. \\\

To MRs. MADRID, AND ALL OF YOU, OUR WARMEST

CONGRATULATIONS. AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR COMING TODAY.
##



