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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release . April 26, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AND PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ OF VENEZUELA
UPON ARRIVAL

The South Lawn
10:13 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome, all of you. It is my great
honor to welcome the leader of one of South America's oldest
democracies and one of Latin America's most respected statesmen --
Carlos Andres Perez, President of Venezuela. (Applause.) I am
especially pleased that we welcome him today. He's just come here
from Managua, just hours after attending the inauguration of Violeta
Chamorro as the new President of Nicaragua -- democratic Nicaraqua.
(Applause.) A great day for democracy and a great advance for the
cause of freedom in our hemisphere.

President Perez: On the morning after Nicaragua's recent
elections, I remember recalling you to discuss the stunning victory
the Nicaraguan people had won at the ballot box. I called to confer
with you because I knew how long and hard you personally had worked
to bring democracy to Nicaragua.

From the final days of the Somoza regime to your efforts
on behalf of the Contadora Group, and now to the moment of freedom's
triumph, your deep personal commitment to the advance of democracy
has never wavered.

Today, another nation has joined freedom's ranks. For
the people of all America, all the Americas, this is a time to
celebrate. More than that, it's a time to dedicate ourselves to the
day, perhaps not so distant, when all the people of this hemisphere
live in freedom and democracy.

Mr. President, in just a few moments we'll move inside to
the Oval Office and begin our consultations. But before we do, let
me just say a few words about the new course your nation has chosen;
about the changes your nation is making in its economic orientation;
and about Venezuela's version of what I have heard described as
"Perezstroika."

In the past year we've seen the thirst for freedom
transform the world, and with that unquenchable desire for political
freedom has come a realization that freedom is also the key to
economic development. <From Moscow to Managua, we've witnessed a
shift from the teaching of Marx to the lessons of the free market.

That shift parallels the one you've begun in Venezuela by
stripping away the layers of state control that stifled development
in favor of free market principles that experience proves provide
fertile ground for growth.

_ I know this transition, with its difficult, short-term
effects, has meant some pain for the people of Venezuela. But it is
the kind of new beginning that will lay the foundations for future
growth. It isn't an easy path, but we're convinced it is the only"
path to prosperity and better lives for all Venezuelans.

That's why I'm pleased to see that Venezuela and its main
creditors have reached agreement under the Brady Plan for dealing

MORE



with debt burden --‘a plan that opens the way for o ‘ i
: ' pportunity and
growth. With this agreement, Venezuela can take the next sth

,forwird toward economic vitality and growing prosperity for all its
people.

That, ¥¥' President, is not only a testament to Venezuela
energy and enterprise, but clearly, sir, to your vision and your
courage. I am really looking forward to our talks. On behalf of all

ﬁmericans, it is my great pleasure to meet with you here at the White
ouse.

Once again, welcome. And may God bless the Republic of
Venezuela. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT PEREZ: Mr. President, Mrs. Bush, I come from a
continent, Latin America, and from a nation, Venezuela, whose
citizens strive to consolidate their economic and social progress and
their democracy. :

‘ It is to speak of these efforts that I have accepted your
‘kind invitation, Mr. President. We will talk to each other with the
samé friendly sincerity that has become customary in us. I shall
also meet leaders of American economic and political life, as well as
outstanding representatives of your intellectual and cultural world.
To all of them, we will want to express our joy at the new surge of
democratization which is sweeping today's world and undoing in its
wake the age of cold, war and bipolarity.

We rejoice at the fact that time has come now for detante
and a great joint effort aimed at facilitating economic development,
social progress, equilibrium and cooperation among nations. Latin
America has much to contribute to today's world. Our continent wants
to participate in shaping a world of peace, of peaceful
neighborliness and respect of human rights and the rights of the
nature that is to be' the heritage of our children, so as to set the
foundations of a democracy and a quality of life consonant with the
yearnings and possibilities of mankind.

Latin America has made progress. We have become free of
dictatorships and our democracies are being consolidated. Currently,
all the countries of the region are waging their individual battles
to achieve sound economies and make Latin America competitive. The
Latin American continent is determined to modernize its structures,
institutions and relations, even in spite of the fact that our
efforts do not always meet with proper understanding, cooperation and
encouragement.

In seeking solutions to conflicts, Latin American nations
have devised their own evermore efficient mechanisms. Today, Latin
America is able to solve serious conflicts and, I am certain, Mr.
President, that we have come to the end of all solutions that fuel
the historic lack of understanding existing between our people. And
in this regard, let me highlight some Latin American agreements for
peace, democracy and ' cooperation, such as the group of Contadora, the
group of Rio and Esquipulas II, which have set the marvelous examples
of these past elections in Nicaragua. ’

And I come here today to Washington directly from Managua
where I attended the!inauguration of a government freely elected by
the people. The San.Jose Agreement is another example of the same
thing. And our present economic difficulties have not prevented us
from disbursing for the sake of solidarity over $3 billion as our
contribution to peace and democracy. We feel full confidence in the
coming new age of peace and solidarity. We trust that we will not go
back to political, military, economic and trade conditions that will
place us again on an unequal footing in a world that is becoming
evermore interdependent and resistant to any subservience of either
the citizens of a nation to any party or sect, or some nations to
others, based on their political or military might.
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, We want our efforts in favor of the region's peace, its
democratic revival, its economic recovery and its social harmony to
be matched with support, equitable cooperation and uniform and
balanced treatment for our nations. In such a framework, we will be
able to progress and contribute to the establishment of a true
hemispheric community, thus bridging our traditional mutual lack of
understanding, our "non-encounter" as I like to call it.

We must work together to solve the problems of our
continent. And we will be able:to do it much more successfully if we
recognize the solid friendship that binds us. Between your country
and mine, there is a common and complimentary interest concerning
production and consumption of energy resources. We obviously need to
exchange views on how to maintain an adequate strategic production
potential in this hemisphere. This is the hope we all have. And as
your great poet, Carl Sandburg, said when he compared our need of
cooperation to an echo that resounds further and further, we also say
we have to travel further -- much further, much beyond what we have
achieved. And this is why I have come to meet your wonderful people
and to talk to the President and other representatives of this
immense, great, and admirable nation. (Applause.)

0
dvd

" _END 10:31 A.M. EDT



TOAST AT THE STATE DINNER IN HONOR OF PRESIDENT PEREZ
THE WHITE HOUSE / APRIL 26, 1989 / 7:30 PM

Mr. PRESIDENT. DISTINGUISHED GUESTS. FRIENDS OF
'VENEZUELA: BARBARA AND I ARE DELIGHTED TO SHARE THIS
'EVENING TOGETHER. // IT'S ALWAYS A PLEASURE TO HOST A
VISITING HEAD OF STATE, BUT THE PLEASURE IS EVEN
GREATER WHEN THERE ARE PERSONAL TIES INVOLVED. AND MR.
PRESIDENT, THAT'S TRUE IN THE CASE OF VENEZUELA. //

-2 -

- OurR OWwN JEB AND COLUMBA HERE WITH US TONIGHT -- LIVED

AND WORKED IN YOUR COUNTRY DURING YOUR FIRST TERM AS
PRESIDENT. THEY LOVED IT AND SO DO WE. ,
BARBARA AND I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT YOUR
COUNTRY IN 1957 AND AGAIN WHILE I wAs VICE PRESIDENT,
BACK IN 1981 -- AND WE GRATEFULLY ACCEPT YOUR
INVITATION TO RETURN TO VENEZUELA LATER THIS YEAR.



-3 -

THE KEY TO THE GOOD RELATIONS WE ENJOY IS THAT OUR
TWO NATIONS SHARE A VISION OF A TOTALLY DEMOCRATIC
HEMISPHERE AND A COMMON LOVE OF FREEDOM. WE AGREE THAT
NO SYSTEM IS BETTER THAN DEMOCRACY AT SECURING THE
PEACE AND PROSPERITY ALL NATIONS SEEK. THAT NO SYSTEM
IS BETTER SUITED TO RESPECT BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS -- OR
PROVIDES A BETTER HOME TO HUMAN ASPIRATIONS. THOSE
SHARED VALUES FORM THE BASIS OF OUR FRIENDSHIP.

c—y L g

-4 -

EVEN OUR OCCASIONAL DISAGREEMENTS TAKE PLACE WITHIN THE
BROAD BOUNDS OF DEMOCRACY, IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF MUTUAL
RESPECT. ///

MR. PRESIDENT, YOU ARE ONE OF LATIN AMERICA’'S GREAT
STATESMEN -- AND I HOPE YOU WON'T MIND THAT I SHARE
WITH OUR GUESTS TONIGHT CONCLUSIVE PROOF OF YOUR
STATURE -- PROOF PROVIDED BY VENEZUELA'S CONSTITUTION.



Prd

-5 -
ACCORDING. TO ITS PROVISIONS, NO PRESIDENT CAN SERVE A
SECOND TERM -- NOT, THAT IS, WITHOUT FIRST WAITING 10

YEARS.
CArRLOS ANDRES PEREZ FIRST BECAME PRESIDENT IN 1973; -

HIS FIVE-YEAR TERM ENDED IN 1978. 10 YEARS LATER -- AT
THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY -- THE VOTERS OF
VENEZUELA MADE THIS MAN THE FIRST MAN IN MODERN TIMES
TO BE ELECTED TO A SECOND TERM. /

MR. PRESIDENT, THIS IS A TESTAMENT TO YOUR COUNTRYMEN'S
DEEP REGARD FOR YOU AND FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP. //

YOUR LIFE-LONG SERVICE TO YOUR NATION HAS BEEN A
SOURCE OF FAITH: FAITH THAT VENEZUELA WILL MOVE
FORWARD UNDER YOUR GUIDANCE -- FAITH THAT DEMOCRACY
WILL MOVE FORWARD IN LATIN AMERICA, WITH VENEZUELA IN
THE VANGUARD. //



-7 -
TONIGHT, MR. PRESIDENT, I OFFER THIS TOAST:
TO THE SHARED IDEALS THAT UNITE OUR NATIONS;
TO LASTING FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF THE
UNITED STATES AND THE PEOPLE.OF VENEZUELA;

AND TO THE FUTURE OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY ACROSS
ALL THE AMERICAS.

o o e




ARKLVAL: I"KI‘.)LUCNI FoRKEL VUM YOAILAVLLELN / JVYVILET W&Nrul

“APRIL 26, 1990 / 10:00 AM

WELCOME, ALL OF YOu. // IT IS MY GREAT HONOR TO
WELCOME THE LEADER OF ONE OF SOUTH AMERICA’'S OLDEST
DEMOCRACIES =-- AND ONE OF LATIN AMERICA'S MOST
RESPECTED STATESMEN -- CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ, PRESIDENT

oF VENEZUELA. //
AND I AM ESPECIALLY PLEASED THAT WE WELCOME HIM

TODAY .

-2 -
PRESIDENT PEREZ HAS COME HERE FROM MANAGUA -- JUST
HOURS AFTER ATTENDING THE INAUGURATION OF VIOLETA
CHAMORRO AS THE NEW PRESIDENT OF NICARAGUA -- //

- DEMOCRATIC NICARAGUA. A GREAT DAY FOR DEMOCRACY -- AND

A GREAT ADVANCE FOR THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM IN OUR
HEMISPHERE.



-3 -

PRESIDENT PEREZ, ON THE MORNING AFTER NICARAGUA'S
RECENT ELECTIONS, I CALLED YOU TO DISCUSS THE STUNNING
VICTORY THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE HAD WON AT THE BALLOT
BOX. I CALLED TO CONFER WITH YOU BECAUSE I KNEW HOW
LONG AND HARD YOU WORKED TO BRING DEMOCRACY TO
NICARAGUA.

-4 -

FROM THE FINAL DAYS OF THE SOMOZA REGIME -- TO YOUR
EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF THE CONTADORA GROUP -- AND NOW TO
THE MOMENT OF FREEDOM'S TRIUMPH, YOUR DEEP PERSONAL
COMMITMENT TO THE ADVANCE OF DEMOCRACY HAS NEVER
WAVERED.

TODAY, ANOTHER NATION HAS JOINED FREEDOM'S RANKS.

FOR THE PEOPLE OF ALL THE AMERICAS THIS IS A TIME TO
CELEBRATE.



-5 -
MORE THAN THAT -- IT IS A TIME TO DEDICATE OURSELVES TO
THE DAY, PERHAPS NOT SO DISTANT, WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE OF
THIS HEMISPHERE LIVE IN FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY. //

MR. PRESIDENT, IN JUST A FEW MOMENTS, WE WILL MOVE
INSIDE TO THE OVAL OFFICE AND BEGIN OUR CONSULTATIONS.
BuT BEFORE WE DO, LET ME SAY A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE NEW
COURSE YOUR NATION HAS CHOSEN -- ABOUT THE CHANGES YOUR
NATION IS MAKING IN ITS ECONOMIC ORIENTATION.

-6 -
AND ABOUT VENEZUELA’S VERSION OF WHAT I HAVE HEARD
DESCRIBED AS PEREZ-TROIKA. // ,

IN THE PAST YEAR, WE'VE SEEN THE THIRST FOR FREEDOM
TRANSFORM THE WORLD. WITH THAT UNQUENCHABLE DESIRE FOR
POLITICAL FREEDOM HAS COME A REALIZATION THAT FREEDOM
IS ALSO THE KEY TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

FrROM Moscow To MANAGUA, WE'VE WITNESSED A SHIFT --

FROM THE TEACHINGS OF MARX TO THE LESSONS OF THE FREE
MARKET. //



.~
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THAT SHIFT PARALLELS THE ONE YOU'VE BEGUN IN
VENEZUELA -- BY STRIPPING AWAY THE LAYERS OF STATE
CONTROL THAT STIFLED DEVELOPMENT, IN FAVOR OF FREE
‘MARKET PRINCIPLES THAT -- EXPERIENCE PROVES -- PROVIDE
. FERTILE GROUND FOR GROWTH.

I KNOW THIS TRANSITION -- WITH ITS DIFFICULT SHORT-
TERM EFFECTS -- HAS MEANT SOME PAIN FOR THE PEOPLE OF
VENEZUELA. BUT IT IS THE KIND OF NEW BEGINNING THAT
WILL LAY THE FOUNDATIONS FOR FUTURE GROWTH. //

-8 -
IT IS NOT AN EASY PATH -- BUT WE ARE CONVINCED IT IS
THE ONLY PATH TO PROSPERITY AND BETTER LIVES FOR ALL
VENEZUELANS.

THAT'S WHY I'M PLEASED TO SEE THAT VENEZUELA AND
ITS MAIN CREDITORS HAVE REACHED AGREEMENT UNDER THE
BRADY PLAN FOR DEALING WITH THE DEBT BURDEN -- A PLAN
THAT OPENS THE WAY FOR OPPORTUNITY AND GROWTH. WITH
THIS AGREEMENT, VENEZUELA CAN TAKE THE NEXT STEP
FORWARD -- TOWARD ECONOMIC VITALITY, AND GROWING
PROSPERITY FOR ALL ITS PEOPLE.



-9 -
AND THAT, MR. PRESIDENT, IS NOT ONLY A TESTAMENT TO
VENEZUELAN ENERGY AND ENTERPRISE -- BUT TO YQUR VISION
AND COURAGE. // |

ON BEHALF OF ALL AMERICANS, MR. PRESIDENT, IT IS MY
GREAT PLEASURE TO MEET WITH YOU HERE AT THE WHITE

House. // ONCE AGAIN, WELCOME -- AND MAY GOD BLESS
THE REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA.

# # #




ENTERTAINMENT / OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT PEREZ
PETE FOUNTAIN -- APRIL 26, 1990

WE'VE JUST HEARD ONE OF THE LIVING LEGENDS OF
DIXIELAND -- AN ARTIST WHO GREW UP PLAYING THE GREAT
JAZZ HOUSES ON BOURBON STREET, AND WHO'S PLAYED THIS
HOUSE ON PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE -- 5 TIMES NOW. ON BEHALF
OF ALL OUR GUESTS, BARBARA AND I WANT TO THANK PETE
FOUNTAIN -- AND HIS TALENTED BAND -- FOR SHARING THE
SOUNDS OF BOURBON STREET WITH US TONIGHT.

€2



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 19, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTONV)

FROM: DAN MCGROARTY WM%

SUBJECT: STATE VISIT OF PRESIDENT PEREZ OF VENEZUELA
I. SUMMARY

On Thursday, April 26, President Perez of Venezuela
will arrive for a State Visit. There will be an Arrival
Ceremony at 10:00 a.m., and the State Dinner that night at
7:30 p.m.

President Perez will be arriving in the U.S. directly
after attending Violeta Chamorro's inauguration 1n
Nlcaragua.

ITI. DISCUSSION

The remarks discuss Venezuela's long history of
democracy, and the important economic reforms they are
instituting in order to enhance their democratic heritage.

A



McGroarty/Dooley
April 19, 1990
6:00 pm

[VENEZ]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ARRIVAL STATEMENT FOR OFFICIAL VISIT OF
PRESIDENT PEREZ OF VENEZUELA
THE SOUTH LAWN
APRIL 26, 1990
10:00 AM

Welcome, 511 of you. // It is my great honor to welcome
the leader of one of South America's oldest democracies -- and
one of Latin America's most respected statesmen -- carloes Andres
Perez, President of Venezuela. //

And I am especially pleased that we welcome him todaf.
President Perez has come here from Managua -- just hours after
attending the inauguration of Violeta Chamorro as the_new
President of Nicaragua -- // democratic Nicaragua. A great day
for democracy -- and a great advance for the cause of freedom in
our hemisphere.

President Perez, on the morning after Nicaragua's recent
elections, I called you to discuss the stunning victofy the
Nicaraguan people had won at tﬁe ballot box. I called to confer
with you because I knew how long and hard you worked to bring
democracy to Nicaragua.

From the final days of the Somoza regime -- to your efforts
on behalf of the Contadora Gfoup == and now to the-moment of

freedom's triumph, your deep personal commitment to the advance

of democracy has never wavered.



2

Today, another nation has joined freedom's ranks. For the
people of all the Americas this is a time to celebrate. More
than that -- it is a time to dedicate ourselves to the day,
perhaps not so distant, when all the people of this hemisphere
live in freedom and democracy. //

Mr; President, in just a few moments, we will move inside to
the Oval Office and begin our consultations. But before we do,
let me say a few words about the new course your nation has
chosen -- about the changes;your.nation is making in its economic
orientaﬁion. And about Venezuela's version of what I have heard

described as Perez~troika. //

In the past year, we've seen the thirst for freedom
transform the world. With that unquenchable desire for political
freedom has come a realization that freedom is also the key to
economic development.

From Moscow to Managua, we've witnessed a shift -- from the
teachings of Marx to the lessons of the free market. // That
shift parallels the one you've begun in Venezuela -- by stripbing
away the layers of state control that stifled development, in
favor of free market principles that -- experience proves --
provide fertile ground for growth.

I know this transition -- with its difficult short-term
effects -- has meant some pain for the people of Venezuela. But
it is the kind of new beginning that will lay the foundations for

future growth. // It is not an easy path -- but we are



3
convinced it is the only path to prosperity and better lives for
all Venezuelans.

That's why I'm pleased to see that Venezuela and its main
creditors have reached agreement under the Brady plan for dealing
with the debt burden -- a plan that opens the way for opportunity
and growth. With this agreement, Venezuela can take the next
step forward -- toward economic vitality, and growing prosperity
for all its people. Ant that, mr. President, is not only a
' testament to Venezuelan energy and enterprise -- but to your
vision and courage. //

On behalf of all Americans, Mr. President, it is my great
pleasure to meet with you here at the White House. // Once
again, welcome ~- and may God bless the Republic of Venezuela.

¥ # #



McGroarty/Dooley
April 19, 1989
6:00 pm
[VENEZ.TST]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TOAST AT THE STATE DINNER IN HONOR OF
PRESIDENT PEREZ
THE WHITE HOUSE
APRIL 26, 1989
7:30 PM

Mr. President. Distinguished guests. Friends of Venezuela:
Barbara and I are delighted to share this evening together. //
It's always a pleasure to host a visiting head of state, but the
pleasure is even greater when there are personal ties involved.
And Mr. President, that's true in the case of Venezuela. // My
son Jeb -- who's here with us tonight -- lived and worked in your
country during your first term as President. My friend and
classmate of many years ago, Alberto Vollmer of Venezuela, is
also here tonight.

And of course, Barbara and I had the opportunity to visit
your country while I was Vice President, back in 1981 -- and we
gratefully accept your invitation to return to Venezuela later
this year.

The key to the good relations we enjoy is that our two
nations share a vision of a totally democratic hemisphere and a
common love of freedom. We agree that no system is better than
democracy at securing the peace and prosperity all nations seek.
That no system is better suited to respect basic human rights —-
or provides a better home to human aspirations. Those shared

values form the basis of our friendship. Even our occasional



disagreements take place within the broad bounds of democracy, in
an atmosphere of mutual respect. [///

Mr. President, you are one of Latin America's great
statesmen -- and I hope you won't mind that I share with our
guests tonight conclusive proof of your stature -- proof provided
by Venezuela's Constitution. According to its provisions, no
President can serve a second term -- not, that is, without first
waiting 10 years. | |

[[ Now, before I go any further let me say -- with all due
respect to the Constitution of Venezuela -- this is one of those
areas where there is room for democracies to differ. // The
U.S. Constitution suits me just fine. // 1]]

Carlos Andres Perez first became President in 1973; his
five-year term ended in 1978. 10 years later -- at the earliest
possible opportunity -- the voters of Venezuela made this man the
first man in modern times to be elected to a second ;erm. '/ Mr.
President, this is a testament to your countrymen's deep regard
for you and for your leadership. [/

Your life-long service to your nation has been a source of
faith: Faith that Venezuela will move forward under your
guidance -- faith that democracy will move forward in Latin
America, with Venezuela in the vanguard. //

Tonight, Mr. President, I offer this toast:

To the shared ideals that unite our nations;

To lasting friendship between the people of the United

States and the people of Venezuela;



And to the future of freedom and democracy across all the

americas.
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April 1opyg PRESICER!

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON V')

FROM: DAN MCGROARTY m(}l

SUBJECT: STATE VISIT OF PRESIDENT PEREZ OF VENEZUELA
I.  SUMMARY

On Thursday, April 26, President Perez of Venezuela
will arrive for a State Visit. There will be an Arrival
Ceremony at 10:00 a.m., and the State Dinner that night at

7:30 p.m.

IT.

President Perez will be arriving in the U.S. directly
after attending Violeta Chamorro's inauguration in
Nicaragua.

DISCUSSION

The remarks discuss Venezuela's long history of
democracy, and the important economic reforms they are
instituting in order to enhance their democratic heritage.
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6:00 pm
[VENEZ]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ARRIVAL STATEMENT FOR OFFICIAL VISIT OF
PRESIDENT PEREZ OF VENEZUELA
THE SOUTH LAWN
APRIL 26, 1990
10:00 AM

Welcome, all of you. // It is my great honor to welcome
the leader of one of South America's oldest democracies -- and
one of Latin America's most respected statesmen -- Carlos Andres
Perez, President of Venezuela. //

And I am especially pleased that we welcome him todaf.
President Perez has come here from Managua -- just hours after
attending the inauguration of Violeta Chamorro as the new
President of Nicaragua -- // democratic Nicaragua. A great day
for democracy -- and a great advance for the cause of freedom in
our hemisphere.

President Perez, on the morning after Nicaragua's recent
elections, I called you to discuss the stunning victory the
Nicaraguan people had won at the ballot box. I called to confer
with you because I knew how long and hard you worked to bring
democracy to Nicaragua.

From the final days of the Somoza regiﬁe -—- to your efforts
on behalf of the Contadora Group -- and now to the moment of
freedom's triumph, your deep personal commitment to the advance

of democracy has never wavered.
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Today, another nation has joined freedom's ranks. For the
people of all the Americas this is a time to celebrate. More
than that -- it is a time to dedicate ourselves to the day,
perhaps not so distant, when all the people of this hemisphere
live in freedom and democracy. //

Mr. President, in just a few moments, we will move inside to
the oval office and -begin our consultations. But before we do,
let me say a few words about the new course your nation has
chosen -- about the changes your nation is making in its economic

orientation. And about Venezuela's version of what I have heard

‘described as Perez-troika. //

In the past year, we've seen the thirst for freedom
transform the world. With that unquenchable desire for political
freedom has come a realization that freedom is also the key to
economic development.

From Moscow to Managua, we've witnessed a shift -- from the
teachings of Marx to the lessons of the free market. // That
shift parallels the one you've begun in Venezuela -- by stripping
away the layers of state control that stifled development, in
favor of free market principles that -- experience proves --
provide fertile ground for growth.

I know this transition -- with its difficult short-term
effects -- has meant some pain for the people of Venezuela. But
it is the kind of new beginning that will lay the foundations for

future growth. // It is not an easy path -- but we are



3
con;inced it is the only path'tb prosperity'and better lives for
all Venezuelans.

That's why I'm pleased to see that Venezuela and its main
creditors have reached agreement under the Brady plaﬁ for dealing
with the debt burden -- a plan that opens the way for opéortunity
and growth. With this agreement, Venezuela can take the next
step forward -~ toward economic vitality, and growing prosperity
for all its people. Ant that, mr. President, is not only a
testament to Venezuelan energy and enterprise -- but to your
vision and courage. //

On behalf of all Americans, Mr. President, it is my great
- pleasure to meet with you here at the White House. // Once
again, welcome -~ and may God bless the Republic of Venezuela.

# # #
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6:00 pm
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TOAST AT THE STATE DINNER IN HONOR OF
PRESIDENT PEREZ
THE WHITE HOUSE
APRIL 26, 1989
7:30 PM

Mr. President. Distinguished guests. Friends of Venezuela:
Barbara and I are delighted to share this evening together. //
It's always a pleasure to host a visiting head of state, but the
pleasure is even greater when there are personal ties involved.

And Mr. President, that's true in the case of Venezuela. // Wy QW™
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your countryxwhile I was Vice President, back in 1981 -- and we

gratefully accept your invitation to return to Venezuela later
this year.

The key to the good relations we enjoy is that our two
nations share a vision of a totally democratic hemisphere and a
common love of freedom. We agree that no system is better than
democracy at securing the peace and prosperity all nations seek.
That no system is better suited to respect basic human rights --
or provides a better home to human aspirations. Those shared

values form the basis of our friendship. Even our occasional



disagreements take place within the broad bounds of democracy; in
an atmosphere of mutual respect. ///

Mr. President, you are one of Latin America's great
statesmen -- and I hope you won't mind that I share with our
guests tonight conclusive proof of your stature -- proof provided
by Venezuela's Constitution. According to its provisions, no
President can serve a second term -- not, that is, without first
waiting 10 years.

[[ No?/‘bef re I %5/;ny further let/me say -
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Carlos Andres Perez first became President in 1973; his

five-year term ended in 1978. 10 years later -- at the earliest
possible opportunity -- the voters of Venezuela made this man the
first man in modern times to be elected to a second term. / Mr.
President, this is a testament to your countrymen's deep regard
for you and for your leadership. //

Your life-long servicé to your nation has been a source of
faith: Faith that Venezuela will move forward under your
guidance =-- faith that democracy will move forward in Latin
America, with Venezuela in the vanguard. //

Tonight, Mr. President, I offer this toast:

To the shared ideals that unite our nations;

To lasting friendship between the people of the United

States and the people of Venezuela;



And to the future of freedom and democracy across all the

Americas.
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£ 94 02U James W. Cicconi
8E 124 U¢ Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Thursday, April 19, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: % 0 W
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James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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PRESIDENTIAIL, REMARKS: ARRIVAL STATMENT FOR OFFICIAL VISIT OF
PRESIDENT PEREZ OF VENEZUELA
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APRIL 26, 1990
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Welcome, all of you. // It is my great honor to welcome-
the head of state of South America’s oldest democracy -- and one
of Latin America’s most respected statesmen -- Carlos Andres
Perez, President of Venezuela. //

And I am especially pleaséd that we welcome him foday.
President Perez has come here from Managua -- just hours after
attending the inauguration of Violeta Chamorro as the new
President of Nicaragua -- // democratic Nicaragua. A great day
for democracy -- and a great advance for the cause of freedom in
our hemisphere.

President Perez, on the morning after Nicaragua’s recent
elections, I called you to discuss the stunning victory the
Nicaraguan peopie had won at the ballot box. I 'called to confer
with you because I knew how long and hard you worked to bring
democracy to Nicaragua.

From the final days of the Somoza regime -- to your efforts
as a participant in the Contadora Group -- and now to the moment
of freedom’s triumph, your deep personal commitment to the

advance of democracy has never wavered.
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Today, another nation has joined freedom’s ranks. For the
people of all the Americas this is a time to celebrate. More
than that -- it is a time to dedicate ourselves to the day,
perhaps not so distant, when all the people of this hemisphere
live in freedom. //

Mr. President, in just a few moments, we will move inside to
the Oval Office and begin our consultations. But before we do,
let me say a few words about the new course your nation has
chosen -- about the changes your nation-is making in its economic
orientation. And about Venezuela’s version of what I hear you

call Perez-troika. //

In the past year, we’ve seen the thirst for freedom
transform the world. With that unquenchable desire for political
freedom -has come a realization that freedom is also the key to:
economic development. |

From Moscow to Managua, we've witnessed a shift -- from the
teachings of Marx to the lessons of the free market. // That
shift parallels the one you’ve begun‘in Venezuela -- by stripping
away the layers of state control that stifled development, in
favor of free market principles that -- experience proves --
provide. fertile ground for growth.

I know this transition -- with its difficult short-term
gffects -- has meént hardship for the people of Venezuela; But
it is the kind of new beginning that will lay the foundations for
future growth. // It is not an easy path -- but it is the only

path to prosperity and better lives for all Venezuelans.
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That’s why I‘'m pleased to see that Venezuela and its main
creditors have reached agreement on a plan for dealing with the
debt burden -- a plan that opens the way for opportunity and
growth. With this agreement, Venézuela can take the next step
forward -- toward economic vitality, and growing prosperity for
all its people. And that, Mr. President, is not only a testiment
to to Venezuelan energy and enterprise -- but to your vision and
courage. //

On behalf of all Americans, Mr. President, it is my great
pleasure to meet with you here at the White House. // Once
again, welcomé -- and may God bless the Republic of Venezuela.

# # #



McGroarty/Dooley
April 18, 1989
9:00 am
(VENEZ.TST]

3

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: TOAST AT THE STATE DINNER IN HONOR OF
PRESIDENT PEREZ
THE WHITE HOUSE
APRIL 26, 1989
7:30 PM

Mr. President. Distinguished guests. Friends of Venezuela:
Barbara and I are delighted to share this evening together. //
It’s always a pleasure to host a visiting head of state, but the
pleasure is even greater when there are personal ties involved.
And Mr. President, that’s true in the case of Venezuela. // My
son Jeb -- who’s here with us tonight -- lived and worked in your
country. My friend and classmate of many years ago, Alberto
Vollmér_qf Venezuela, is also here tonight.

-And of course, Barﬁara and I had the opportunity to visit
your country, and meet with you, while I was Vice President, back
in 1981 -- and we gratefully accept your invitation to return to
Venezuela later this year. |

The key to the good relations we enjoy is that our two
nations share a common love of freedom. We agree that no system
is better than democracy at securing the peace and prosperity all
nations»seek. That no system is better suited to respect basic
human rights -- or provides a better home to human aspirations.
~ Those shared values.form the bdsis of our friendship. Even our
occasional.disagreements take place within the broad bounds of

democracy, in an atmosphere of mutual respect. ///



Mr. President, you are one of Latin America’s great
gtatesmen -- and I hope you won't mind that I gshare with our
guests tonight conélusive proof of your stature -- proof provided
by Venezuela's Constitution. According to its provisions, no

president can serve a second term --= not, that is, without - first

Wit =

waiting 10 vyears.

([ Now, before I goO any further let me say -- with all due
respect to the Constitution of Venezuela -- this is one of those
areas where there is room for democracies to differ. // The
U.s. Constitution suits me justhfine. // 1]

Carlos Andres Perez first became President in 1973; his
five-year term ended in 1978. 10 years later -- at the earliest
possible opportunity -- the voters of.Veneéuela made this man the
first President elegted to a second term. / Mr. President, not
only is it a testament to your patience -- but to your
countrymen’s deep regard for you and your leadership. //

"~ Your 1ife-long service to your nation has been a source of
faith: Faith that Venezuela will move forward under your
guidance -- faith that democracy will move forward in Latin
America, with venezuela in the vanguard. !/

Tonight, Mr. President, I offer fhis toast:

To the shared ideals that unite our nations;

To lasting friendship between the people of the United
states and the people of Venezuela;

And to the futurelof freedom and democracy across all the

Americas.
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Thursday, April 19, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

A Ext. 2702
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Welcome, all of you. // It is my great honor to welcome
ot one 123
the heaé—of—sta%ekof South America’s oldest democracy -- and one
of Latin America’s most respected statesmen -- Carlos Andres
Perez, President of Venezuela. //
And I am especially pleased that we welcome him today.
President Perez has come here from Managua -- just hours after

attending the inauguration of Violeta Chamorro as the new

President of Nicaragua -- // democratic Nicaragua. A great day

for democracy -- and a great advance for the cause of freedom in
our hemisphere.

President Perez, on the morning after Nicaragua’s recent
elections, I called you to discuss the stunning victory the
Nicaraguan people had won at the ballot box. I called to confer
with you because I knew how long and hard you worked to bring
democracy to Nicaragua.

From the final days of the Somoza regime -- to your efforts

on behalf of .
as—a—-partieipant—in the Contadora Group -- and now to the moment

of freedom’s triumph, your deep personal commitment to the

advance of democracy has never wavered.
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Today, another nation has joined freedom’s ranks. For the
people of all the Americas this is a time to celebrate. More
than that -- it is a time to dedicate ourselves to the day,
perhaps not so distant, when all the people of this hemisphere

Gud dewoc
live in freedom, //

Mr. President, in just a few moments, we will move inside to
the Oval Office and begin our consultations. But before we do,
let me say a few words about the new course your nation has
chosen -- about the changes your nation is making in its economic

. ; . have heansl(_
orientation. And about Venezuela’s version of what I -hear-—you

bed o
SERR call Perez-troika. //

In the past year, we’ve seen the thirst for freedom
transform the world. With that unquenchable desire for political
freedom has come a realization that freedom is also the key to
economic development.

From Moscow to Managua, we’ve witnessed a shift -- from the
teachings of Marx to the lessons of the free market. // That
shift parallels the one you’ve begun in Venezuela -- by stripping
away the layers of state control that stifled development, in
favor of free market principles that -- experience proves --
provide fertile ground for growth.

I know this transition -- with its difficult short-term

Sme poan
effects -- has meant4hardship for the people of Venezuela. But
it is the kind of new beginning that will lay the foundations for

we arl ConVvinNc €0/<:7L"

future growth. // It is not an easy path -- but>it ig the only
A —

path to prosperity and better lives for all Venezuelans.
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That’s why I'm pleased to see that Venezuela and its main
Nemden HRe, Srady —

creditors have reached agreemeng;on«a-g}an for dealing with the
debt burden -- a plan that opens the wa for opportunity and
growth. With this agreement, Venezuela can take the next step
forward -- toward economic vitality, and growing prosperity for
all its people. And that, Mr. President, is not only a testiment
to to Venezuelan energy and enterprise -- but to your vision and
courage. //

On behalf of all Americans, Mr. President, it is my great
pleasure to meet with you here at the White House. // Once

again, welcome -- and may God bless the Republic of Venezuela.

# # #
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Mr. President. Distinguished guests. Friends of Venezuela:
Barbara and I are delighted to share this evening together. //
It’'s always a pleasure to host a visiting head of state, but the
pleasure is even greater when there are personal ties involved.
And Mr. President, that’s true in the case of Venezuela. // My
son Jeb -- who’s here with us tonight -- lived and worked in your
country. My friend and classmate of many years ago, Alberto
Vollmér of Venezuela, is also here tonight.

And of course, Barbara and I had the opportunity to visit
your country, and meet with you, while I was Vice President, back
in 1981 -- and we gratefully accept your invitation to return to
Venezuela later this year.

The key to the good relations we enjoy is that our two

VISt of o Yotally deuoenetrc hCnueoplare avel a
nations share a, common love of freedom. We agree that no system

4
is better than democracy at securing the peace and prosperity all
nations seek. That no system is better suited to respect basic
human rights -- or provides a better home to human aspirations.
Those shared values form the basis of our friendship. Even our

occasional disagreements take place within the broad bounds of

democracy, in an atmosphere of mutual respect. ///



Mr. President, you are one of Latin America’'s great
statesmen -- and I hope you won’t mind that I share with our
guests tonight conclusive proof of your stature --= proof provided
by Venezuela's constitution. According to its provisions, no

president can serve a second term -- not, that is, without first

Wit

waiting 10 years.

[[ Now, pefore I go any further let me say --~ with all due
respect to the Constitution of venezuela -- this is one of those
areas where there is room for democracies to differ. // The
U.S. Constitution suits me just fine. // 1]

Carlos Andres Perez first pecame President in 1973; his
five-year term ended in 1978. 10 years later -- at the earliest
possible opportunity --= the voters of Venezuela made this man the

first\freeééggb~elected to a second term. / Mr. President, pet

-enly is it a ;estament te~yeur~pattenee--_bu%-to your
countrymen’s deep regard for you anqayour leadership. //

Your life-long service to your nation has been a source of
faith: Faith that vVenezuela will move forward under your
guidance -- faith that democracy will move forward in Latin
America, with venezuela in the vanguard. i

Tonight, Mr. President, I offer this toast:

To the shared jdeals that unite our nations;

To lasting friendship between the people of the United
states and the people of Venezuela;

And to the future of freedom and democracy across all the

Americas.
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my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

N0 eonmar

4-%
‘tmm Lol

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 19, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS

FROM : FREDERICK D. NELSON A/
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT : Presidential Remarks: Arrival and Toast
for President Perez

Counsel's Office makes no legal objection to the draft Arrival
Statement.

With regard to the draft toast, I raise just one question. After
the joke in the second paragraph on page 2 (to the effect that
there is room for democracies to differ as to whether a President
should be free to run for a second term), the draft continues by
saying, "The U.S. Constitution suits me just fine." Of course,
the 22nd Amendment to our Constitution does limit a President to
two terms, a restriction that former President Reagan has said
should be repealed. Unless it is and will continue to be
President Bush's unequivocal view that the 22nd Amendment is
fine, he probably need not lock himself in by endorsing it at
this point; the "suits me just fine" sentence simply could be
dropped. Whether the joke itself might have significant
political implications should be considered by the appropriate
people.

cc: James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President and
Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM _

pATE:__ 2/18/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY; ___ 4/19/90 4:00 PM

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ARRIVAL AND TOAST FOR PRESIDENT PEREZ

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI - ' ACTION FYI!
VICE PRESIDENT O J MCCLURE e O
SUNUNU O { NEWMAN m| a
SCOWCROFT { a PORTER ( m
DARMAN { g ROGICH { 0
BATES ? G - UNTERMEYER 2 0
CARD a { ROGERS a {
| ciccont a o WINSTON O v
DEMAREST { 0 PINKERTON / O
FITZWATER a ( a a
a a a
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REMARKS: Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Thursday, April 19, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W, Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Welcome, all of you. // It is my great honor to welcome
the head of state of South America’s oldest democracy -- and one
of Latin America’s most respected statesmen -- Carlos Andres
Perez, President of Venezuela. //

And I am especially pleased that we welcome him foday.
President Perez has come here from Managua -- just hours after
attending the inauguration of Violeta Chamorro as the new
President of Nicaragua -- // democratic Nicaragua. A great day
for democracy -- and a great advance for the cause of freedom in
our hemisphere.

President Perez, on the morning after Nicaragua’s recent
elections, I called you to discuss the stunning victory the
Nicaraguan people had won at thé ballot box. I called to confer
with you because I knew how long and hard you worked to bring
democracy to Nicaragua.

From the final days of the Somoza regime -- to your efforts
as a participant in the Contadora Group -- and now to tﬁe moment
of freedom’s triumph, your deep personal commitment to the

advance of democracy has never wavered.
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Today, another nation has-joined freedom’s ranks. For the
people of all the Americas this is a time to celebrate. More
than that -- it is a time to dedicate ourselves to the day,
perhaps not so distant, when all the people of this hemisphere
live in freedom. //

Mﬁ. President, in just a few moments, we will move inside to
the Ovai Office and begin our consultations. But before we do,
let me say a few words about the new cou;se your nation has
chosen -- about the changes your nation is making in its economic

orientation. And about Venezuela’s version of what I hear you

call Perez-troika. //

In the past year, we’ve seen the thirst for freedom
transform the world. With that unquenchable desire for political
freedom has come a realization that freedom is also the key to
economic development. |

From Moscow to Managua, we’ve witnessed a shift -- from the
teachings of Marx to the lessons of the free market. // That
shift parallels the one you’ve begun in Venezuela -- by stripping
away the layers of state control that stifled development, in
favor of free market principles that -- experience proves --
brovide fertile ground for growth.

I know this transition -- with its difficult short-term
effects -- has meant hardship for the people of Venezuela. But
it ‘is the kind of new begiﬁning that will lay the foundations for
future growth. // It is not an easy path -- but it is the only

path to prosperity and better lives for all Venezuelans.
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That’s why I'm pleased to-see that Venezuela and its main
creditors have reached agreement on a plan for dealing with the
debt burden -- a plan that opens the way for opportunity and
growth. With this agreement, Venézuela can take the next step
forward -- toward economic vitality, and growing prosperity for
all ité people. And that, Mr. President, is not only a testiment
to to Vgnezuelan energy and enterprise -- but to your vision and
courage. //

On behalf of all Americans, Mr. President, it is my great
pleasure to meet with you here at the White House. // Once
again, welcome -- and may God bless the Republic of Venezuela.

# # #
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Mr. President. Distinguished guests. Friends of Venezuela:
Barbara and I are delighted to share this evening together. //
It’s always a pleasure to host a visiting head of state, but the
pleasure is even greater when there are personal ties involved.
And Mr. President, that’s true in the case of Venezuela. // My
son Jeb -- who’s here with us tonight -- lived and worked in your
country. My friend and classmate of many years ago, Alberto
Vollmér of Venezuela, is also here tonight.

And of course, Barbara and I had the opportunity to visit
your country, and meet with you, while I was Vice President, back
in 1981 -- and we gratefully accept your invitation to return to
Venezuela later this year.

The key to the good relations we enjoy is that our two
nations share a common love of freedom. We agree that no system
is better than democracy at securing the peace and prosperity all
nations seek. That no system is better suited to respect basic
human rights -- or provides a better home to human aspirations.
Those shared values form the basis of our friendship. Even our
occasionél disagreements take place within the broad bounds of

democracy, in an atmosphere of mutual respect. ///



Mr. President, you are one of Latin America’s great
gtatesmen -- and I hope you won't mind that I gshare with our
guests tonight conclusive proof of your stature --= proof provided

by Venezuela's Constitution. according to its provisions, no

President can serve a second term -—-= not, that is, without first

N

waiting 10 vyears.

[t Now, before I go any further let me say --< with all due
respect to the Constitution of Venezuela -- this is one of those
areas where there is room for democracies to differ. // The
U.S. Constitution suits me just fine. /! 11

carlos Andres Perez first became president in 1973; his
five-year term ended in 1978. 10 years later --= at the earliest
possible opportunity -- the voters of Veneiuela made this man the
first President eleqted to a second term. / Mr. President, not
only is it a testament to your patience -- but to your
countrymen’s deep reqgard for you and your leadership. //

Your life-long service to your nation has been a source of
faith: Faith that Venezuela will move forward under your
guidance -- faith that democracy will move forward in Latin
America, with Venezuela in the vanguard. //

Tonight, Mr. president, I offer this toast:

To the shared ideals that unite our nations;

To lasting friendship between the people of the United
States and the people of Venezuelaj -

And to the future of freedom and democracy across all the

Americas.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORA G010
DATE: 4+10,/30 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 4/19/90 4:00 PM
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ARRIVAL AND TOAST FOR PRESIDENT PEREZ
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI . ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT - / MCCLURE e O
SUNUNU a { NEWMAN a a
SCOWCRO a PORTER ( Q
DARMAN / O ROGICH { o
BATES { a UNTERMEYER O (m]
CARD a { ROGERS a {
CICCONI o o WINSTON O o
DEMAREST ¢ o PINKERTON «
FITZWATER a J a a
GRAY {1" a O o
HAGIN a a a a
REMARKS: Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Thursday, April 19, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

TO: Chriss Winston

The NSC staff concurs with changes annotated on texts.
8E :24 5i
Brent (Jcowghott _
James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President

cc: James Cicconi and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Welcome, all of you. // It is my great honor to welcome
onNEUF dEmucRA< | S
the head of state of South America’s oldest democracy -- and one
of Latin America’s most respected statesmen -- Carlos Andres
Perez, President of Venezuela. //
And I am especially pleased that we welcome him today.
President Perez has come here from Managua -- just hours after

attending the inauguration of Violeta Chamorro as the new

President of Nicaragua -- // democratic Nicaragua. A great day

for democracy -- and a great advance for the cause of freedom in
our hemisphere.

President Perez, on the morning after Nicaragua’s recent
elections, I called you to discuss the stunning victory the
Nicaraguan people had won at the ballot box. I called to confer
with you because I knew how long and hard you worked to bring
democracy to Nicaragua.

| From the final days of the Somoza regime -- to your efforts

en  BEHWALF  OF
as—a-participant—in the Contadora Group -- and now to the moment

of freedom’s triumph, your deep personal commitment to the

advance of democracy has never wavered.
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Today, another nation has joined freedom’s ranks. For the
people of all the Americas this is a time to celebrate. More

than that -- it is a time to dedicate ourselves to the day,
B ova  nsow oF A Komsthoel oF femecracy,

perhaps not so distant, when-all the people of this hemisphere

STRETCHIG  From  fRASKA Am¢7,¢4 e M8 A RENUTY,
live in freedem. //

Mr. President, in just a few moments, we will move inside to
the Oval Office and begin our consultations. But before we do,
let me say a few words about the new course your nation has
chosen -- about the changes your nation is making in its economic

HRve  Heigy
orientation. And about Venezuela’s version of what I -hear—yeu

RIBED g
e eall Pereg-troika. //

In the past year, we’ve seen the thirst for freedom
transform the world. With that unquenchable desire for political
freedom has come a realization that freedom is e el ke
economic development. |

From Moscow to Managua, we’'ve witnessed a shift -- from the
teachings of Marx to the lessons of the free market. // That
shift parallels the one you’ve begun in Venezuela -- by stripping
away the layers of state control that stifled development, in
favor of free market principles that -- experience proves --

provide fertile ground for growth.

I know this transition -- with its difficult short-term
mm‘{n somE ARy AN TO

effects -- has meant-hardship—for the people of Venezuela. But

it is the kind of new beginning that will lay the foundations for
wE @AM CoRUNCED 1T

future growth. // It is not an easy path -- butArt is the only

path to prosperity and better lives for all Venezuelans.
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That’s why I'm pleased to see that Venezuela and its main
e, Tir Bravy  Pnes
creditors have reached agreement en-a—p}anﬁﬁor dealing with the
debt burden -- a plan that opens the way for opportunity and
growth. With this agreement, Venezuela can take the next step
forward -- toward economic vitality, and growing prosperity for
all its people. And that, Mr. President, is not only a testiment
to to Venezuelan energy and enterprise -- but to your vision and
courage. //
On behalf of all Americans, Mr. President, it is my great
pleasure to meet with you here at the White House. // Once

again, welcome -- and may God bless the Republic of Venezuela.

# # #
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Mr. President. Distinguished guests. Friends of Venezuela:
Barbara and I are delighted to share this evening together. //
It’'s always a pleasure to host a visiting head of state, but the
pleasure is even greater when there are personal ties involved.
And Mr. President, that’s true in the case of Venezuela. // My
son Jeb -- who’s here with us tonight -- lived and worked in your
country. My friend and classmate of many years ago, Alberto
Vollmer of Venezuela, is also here tonight.

And of course, Barbara and I had the opportunity to visit
your country, and meet with you, while I was Vice President, back
in 1981 -- and we gratefully accept your invitation to return to
Venezuela later this year.

The key to the good relations we enjoy is that our two

Vivon of povametdey A [fomisPuERd  OF  fJomecRATY ANT A
nations share a, common love of freedom. We agree that no system
is better than democracy at securing the peace and prosperity all
nations seek. That no system is better suited to respect basic
human rights -- or provides a better home to human aspirations.
Those shared values form the basis of our friendship. Even our

occasional disagreements take place within the broad bounds of

democracy, in an atmosphere of mutual respect. ///



Mr. President, you are one of Latin America’s great
statesmen -- and I hope you won't mind that I share with our
guests tonight conclusive proof of your stature --= proof provided
by Venezuela'’s Constitution. According to its provisions, no

president can serve a second term --= not, that is, without first

Wit ==

waiting 10 years.

[[ Now, pefore I go any further let me say -~ with all due
respect to the Constitution of Venezuela -- this is one of those
areas where there is room for democracies to differ. // The
U.S. Constitution suits me just fine. // 1]

carlos Andres Perez first became President in 1973; his
five-year term ended in 1978. 10 years later --= at the earliest

possible opportunity --= the voters of Venezuela made this man the
Vewerusian /iy aotern TIME T 45

first President elected to a second term. / Mr. President, not 1Y

enly is ¥t a testament_tofyeuf~patience—==—but to your
countrymen’s deep regard for you and your leadership. //

Your life-long service to your nation has been a source of
faith: Faith that venezuela will move forward under your
zmgmsml . . - 5
—— faith that democracy will move forward in Latin
America, with venezuela in the vanguard. //

Tonight, Mr. President, I offer this toast:

To the shared jdeals that unite our nations;

To lasting friendship between the people of the United
states and the people of Venezuela;

Kot s Prens 6F bemwerAtY 1A TH S co TIAEBRST or Tit fomerec &Y

A
And to the—future—ef—i;eednm_nnd,demoeracy_acroea—allrthe

Americas.
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
xX2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Thursday, April 19, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Welcome, all of you. // It is my gréat honor to welcome
the head of state of South America’s oldest democracy --'and/one
of Latin America’s most respected statesmen -- Carlos Andres
Perez, President of Venezuela. //-

And I am especially pleased that we welcome him foday.
?resident Perez has come here from Managua -- just hours after
attending the inauguration of Violeta Chamorro as the new

President of Nicaragua -- // democratic Nicaragua. A great day

for democracy -- and a great advance for the cause of freedom in
our hemisphere.

President Perez; on the morning after Nicaragua'’s recent
elections, I called you to discuss the stunning victory the
Nicaraguan people had won at the ballot box. I called to confer
with you because I knew how long an& hard you worked tq bring
democracy to Nicaragua.

From the fipal days of the Somoza regime -- to your efforts
as a pafticipant in the Contaaora Group -- and now to the moment
of freedom’s triumph,.your deep personal commitment to the

advance of democracy has never wavered.
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Today, another nation has joined freedom’s ranks. For the
people of all the Americas this is a time to celebrate. More
than that -- it is a time to dedicate ourselves to the day,
perhaps not so distant, when all the people of this hemisphere
live in freedom. //

Mr. President, in just a few moments, we will move inside to
the Oval Office and begin our consultations. But before we do,
let me say a few words about the new course your nation has
chosen -- about the changes your ﬂation is making in its economic
orientation. And about Venezuela’s version of what I hear you

call Perez-troika. //

In the past year, we’'ve seen the thirst for freedom
transform the world. With that unquenchable desire for political
freedom has come a realization that freedom is also the key to
economic development. |

From Moscow to Managua, we’'ve witnessed a shift -- from the
teachings of Marx to the lessons of the free market. // That
shift parallels the one.you’ve begun in Venezuela -- by stripping
away the layers of state control that stifled development, in
favor -of free market principles that -- experience proves --
provide fertile ground for growth.

I know this transition -- with its difficult short-term
effects -- has meant hardship for the people of Venezuela. But
it is the kind of new begiﬁning that will lay the foundations for
future growth. // It is not an easy path -- but it is the only

path to prosperity and better lives for all Venezuelans.
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That’s why I;m pleased to see that Venezuela and its main
creditors have reached agreement'on»a plan for dealing with the
debt burden -- a plan that bpens the way for opportunity and
growth. With this agreement, Venézuela can take the next step
forward -- toward economic vitality, and growing prosperity for
all its people. And that, Mr. President, is not only a testiment
to to Venezuelan energy and enterprise -- but to your vision and
courage. //

On behalf of all Americans, Mr. President, it is my great
pleasure to meet with you here at the White House. // Once
again, welcome -- and may God bless the Republic of Venezuela.

# # #
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Mr. President. Distinguished guests. Friends of Venezuela:
Barbara and I are delighted to share this evening together. //
It’s always a pleasure to host a visiting head of state, but the
pleasure is even greater when there are personal ties involved.
And Mr. Presi&ent, that’s true in the case of Venezuela. // My
son Jeb -- who’s here with us tonight -- lived and worked in your
country. My friend and classmate of many years ago, Alberto
Vollmérqu Venezuela, is also here tonight.

And of course, Barbara and I had the opportunity to visit
your country, and meet with you, while I was Vice President, back
in 1981 -- and we gratefully accept your invitation to return to
Venezuela later this year.

The key to the good relations we enjoy is that our two
nations share a common love of freedom. We agree that no system
is better than democracy at securing the peace and prosperity all
nations seek. That no system is better suited to respect basic
human rights -- or provides a better home to human aspi?ations.
Those shared vélues form the basis of our friendship. Even our
occasional disagreements take place-within the broad bounds'of

democracy, in an atmosphere of mutual respect. ///



Mr.\President, you are one of Latin America’s great
statesmen --= and I hope you won't mind that I share with our
guests tonight conclusive proof of your stature -- proof provided
by Venezuela's Constitution. According to its provisions, no
president can serve a second term --= not, that is, without first
waiting 10 vears.

[[{ Now, pefore 1 go any further let me say -~ with all due
respect to the Constitution of Venezuela -- this is one of those
areas where there is room for democracies to differ. // The
U.S. Constitution suits me just fine. /! 1]

carlos Andres Perez first became President in 1973; his
five-year tefm ended in 1978. 10 years later -- at the earliest
possible opportunity -- the voters of’Veneﬁuela made ‘this man the
first President eleqted to a second term. / Mr. President, not
only is it}a testament to-your patience -- but to your
countrymen’s deep reqgard for you and your jeadership. //

Your life-long service to your nation has been a source of
faith: Faith that Venezuela will move forward under your
guidance -- faith that democracy will move forward in Latin
America, with Venezuela in the vanguard. //

Tonight, Mr. president, I offer this toast:

To the shared ideals that unite our nations;

To lasting friendship betWéen the people of the United
states and the people of Venezuelaj;

And to the future of freedom and democracy across all the

Americas.



Document No. 133594s8s

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM ‘\./
oats;___4/18/50 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUgBY: ____ 2/19/90 4:00 PM
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ARRIVAL AND TOAST FOR PRESIDENT PEREZ
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI _ ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O J MCCLURE ¢ O
SUNUNU a o NEWMAN = O
SCOWCROFT Q/ 0 PORTER O
| DARMAN / O ROGICH «. s, ¥ o
BATES d = UNTERMEYER ~ O O
CARD . { ROGERS a {
CICCONI a o HINSTON o o
DEMAREST 7 G- PINKERTON / 0
FITZWATER o o o a
GRAY 4 o o o
HAGIN o g O O
REMARKS: —

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than—#‘ﬁﬁ‘@M Thursday, April 19, with a copy to

' my office. Th;n’k you )
RESPONSE: i ‘
f ,
{ K
¢
2 £

X
%
L’

\ P ok 'Ry B
e 8k o James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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Welcome, all of you. // It is my great honor to welcome
the head of state of South America’s oldest democracy -- and one
of Latin America’s most respected statesmen -- Carlos Andres
Perez, President of Venezuela. //

And I am especially pleased that we welcome him foday.
President Perez has come here from Managua -- just hours after
attending the inauguration of Violeta Chamorro as the new |
President of Nicaragua -- // democratic Nicaragua. A great day
for democracy -- and a great advance for the cause of freedom in
our hemisphere.A |

President Perez, on the morning aftef Nicaragua'’s recent
elections, I called you to discuss the stunning victory the
Nicaraguan people had won at the ballot box. I called to confer
with you because I knew how long and hard you worked to bring
democracy to Nicaragua.

| From the final days of the éomoza regime -- té your efforts
as a pérticipaﬁt in the Contadora Group -- and now to the moment
of freedom’s triumph, your deep personal commitment to the

advance of democracy has never wavered.
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Today, another nation has joined freedom’s ranks. For the
people of all the Americas this is a time to celebrate. More
than that -- it is a time to dedicate ourselves to the day,
perhaps not so distant, when all the people of this hemisphere
live in freedom. //

Mr. President, in just a few moments, we will move inside to
the Oval Office and begin our consultations. But before we do,
let me say a few words about the new course your nation has
chosen -- about the changes your nation is making in its economic
orientation. And about Venezuela’s version of what I hear you
call Perez-troika. //

In the past year, we’ve seen the ;hirst for freedom
transform the world. With fhat unquenchable desire for political
freedom has come a realization that freedom is also the key to
economic development. .

From Moscow to Maﬁagﬁa, we've witnessed a shift -- from the
teachings of Marx to the lessons of the free market. _// That
shift parallels the one'you’ve begun in Venezuela -; by stripping

away the layers of state control that stifled development, in
favor of free market principles that -- experience proves --
provide fertile ground for growth.

I know this transition -- with its difficult short-term
effects -- has meant hardship for the people of Venezuela. But
it is the kind of new beginning tﬁat will lay the foundations for
future growth. // 1t is not an easy path -- but it is the‘ggix

path to prosperity and better lives for all Venezuelans.
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That’s why I'm pleased to see that Venezuela and its main
creditors have reached agreement on a plan for dealing with the

debt burden -- a plan that opens the way for opportunity and

. growth. With this agreement, Venezuela can take the next step

forward -- toward economic vitality, and growing prosperity for
all its people. And that, Mr. President, is not only a testiment
to to Venezuelan energy and enterprise -~ but to your vision and
courage. //

On behalf of all Americans, Mr. President, it is my great
pleasure to meet with you here at the White House. // oOnce
again, welcome -- and may God bless the Republic of Venezuela.

# # #
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Mr. President. Distinguished guests. Friends of Venezuela:
Barbara and I are delighted to share this evening togéther. //
It’s always a pleasure to host a visiting head of state, but the
pleasure is even greater when there are personal ties involved.
Ander. President, that’s true in the case of Venezuela. // My
son Jeb ~-- who’s here with us tonight -- lived and worked in your
country. My friend and classmate of many years ago, Alberto
Vollmér_of Venezueia, ié also here tonight.

And of course, Barbara and I had the opportﬁnity to visit
your country, and meet with you, while I was Vice President, back
in 1981 -- and we gratefull& accept your invitation to return to
Venezuela later this year. |

The key to the good relations we enjoy is that our two
nations share a common love of freedom. We agree that no system
is better than democracy at securing the peace and prosperity all
nations seek. That no system is better suited to respect basic
human rights -- or provides a better home to human aspirations.
Those shared values form tﬁe basis of our friendship. Even’dur

occasional disagreements take place within the broad bounds of

democracy, in an atmosphere of mutual respect. ///



Mr. President, you are one of Latin America’s great
gtatesmen -- and I hope you won’t mind that I share with our
guests tonight conclusive proof of your stature -- proof provided
by Venezuela's Constitution. According to its provisions, no

pPresident can gserve a second term --= not, that is, without first -

Wl

waiting 10 vears.

{[ Now, pefore I go any further let me say -—< with all due
respect to the Constitution of Venezuela -- this is one of those
areas where there is room for democracies to differ. // The
U.S. Constitution suits me just fine. /! 11

Carlos Andres Perez first became President in 1973; his
five-year term ended in 1978. 10 years later -- at the earliest
possible opportunity --= the voters of Veneiuela made this man the
first President eleqted to a second term. / Mr. President, not
only is it a testament to your patience -- but to your
countrymen’s deeg regard for'you and your leadership. //

Your life-long service to your nation has been a source of
faith: Faith that Venezuela will move forward under your
guidance -- faith that democracy will move forward in Latin
America, with venezuela in the vanguard. //

Tonight, Mr. President, I offer this toast:

To the shared ideals that unite our natidns;

To lasting friendship between the people of the United
states and the people of Venezuela; |

And to the future of freedom and democracy across all the

Americas.
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SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Arrival and Toast For
President Perez

We have reviewed the attached draft and have no suggested
changes from a policy standpoint. We approve of the draft
remarks in their current form.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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Welcome, all of you. // It is my great honor to welcome
the head of state of South America’s oldest democracy -- and one
of Latin America’s most respected statesmen -- Carlos Andres
Perez, Presidént-of Venezuela. //

And I am especially pleased that we welcome him foday.
President Perez has come here from Managua -- just hours after
attending the inauguration of Violeta Chamorro as the new
President of Nicaragua -- // democratic Nicaragua. A great day
for democracy -- and a great advance for the cause ofAfreedom in
our hemisphere.

President Perez, on the morning after Nicaragua’s recent
elections, I called you to discuss the stunning victory the
Nicaraguan people had won at the ballot box; I called to confer
with you because I knew how long and hard you worked to bring
democracy to Nicaragua.

From the final days of the Somoza regime -- to your efforts
as a participant in the Contadora Group -- and now to the moment
of freedom'’s triumph, your deep personal commitment to the

advance of democracy has never wavered.
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Today, another nation has joined freedom’'s ranks. For the
people of all the Americas this is a time to celebrate. More
than that -- it is a time to dedicate ourselves to the day,
perhaps not so distant, when all the people of this hemisphere
live in freedom. //

Mr. President, in just a few moments, we will move inside to
the Oval Office and begin our consultations. But before we do,
let me say a few words about the new course your nation has
chosen -- about the changes your nation is making in its economic
orientation. And about Venezuela’s version of what I hear you

call Perez-troika. //

In the past yéar, we’ve seen the thirst for freedom
transform the world. With that unquenchable desire for political
freedom has come a realization that freedom is also the key to
economic development. |

From Moscow to Managua, we’'ve witnessed a shift -- from the
teachings of Marx to the lessons of the free market. // That
shift parallels the one you’ve begun in Venezuela -- by stripping
away the layers of state control that stifled development, in
favor-of'free market principles that -- experience proves --
provide fertile ground for growth.

I know this transition -- with its difficult short-term
effects -- has meént hardship for the people of Venezuela; But
it is the kind of new beginning that will lay the foundations for
future growth. // It is not an easy path -~ but it is the only

path to prosperity and better lives for all Venezuelans.



3
That’s why I'm pleased to see that Venezuela and its main

creditors have reached agreement on a plan for dealing with the

debt burden -- a plan that opens the way for opportunity and
growth. With this agreement, Venézuela can take the next step
forward -- toward economic vitality, and growing prosperity for
all its people. And that, Mr. President, is not 6nly a testiment
to to Venezuelan energy and enterprise -- but to your vision and
courage. //

On behalf of all Americans, Mr. President, it is my great
pleasure to meet with you here at the White House. // Once
again, welcomé -- and may God bless the Republic of Venezuela.

# # #
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Mr. President. Distinguished guests. Friends of Venezuela:
Barbara and I are delighted to share this evening together. //
It’s always a pleasure to host a visiting head of state, but the
pleasure is even greater when there are personal ties involved.
And Mr. President, that’s true in the case of Venezuela. // My
son Jeb -- who’s here with us tonight -- lived and worked in your
country. My friend and classmate of many years ago, Alberto
Vollmér_qf Venezuela, is also here tonight.

-And of course, Barbara and I had the opportunity to visit
your country, and meet with you, while I was Vice President, back
in 1981 -- and we gratefully accept your invitation to return to
Venezuela later this year.

The key to the good relations we enjoy is that our two
nations share a common love of freedom. We agree that no system
is better than democracy at securing the peace and prosperity all
nations seek. That no system is better suited to respect basic
human rights -- or provides a better home to human aspirations.
Those shared values'form the basié of our friendship. Even our

occasional disagreements take place within the broad bounds of

democracy, in an atmosphere of mutual respect. ///



Mr. President, you are one of Latin America’s great
statesmen -- and I hope you won't mind that I share with our
guests tonight conelusive proof of your stature -- proof provided
by-Venezuela's Cconstitution. according to its provisions, no

Wit ==

President can gserve a second term -- not, that is, without first
waiting 10 vears.

{[ Now, before I go any further let me say -~ with all due
respect to the Constitution of Venezuela -- this is one of those
areas where there is room for democracies to differ. // The
U.S. Constitution suits me just fine. /! 1]

carlos Andres Perez first became President in 1973; his
five—yeer term ended in 1978. 10 years later -- at the earliest
possible opportunity --= the voters of Veneiuela made this man the
first President eleeted to a second term. / Mr. President, not
only is it a testament to your patience -- but to your
countrymen’s deep regard for you and your leadership. //

Your 1ife-long service to your nation has been a source of
faith: Faith that Venezuela will move forward under your
guidance -- faith that democracy will move forward in Latin
America, with venezuela in the vanguard. //

Tonight, Mr. President, I offer £his toast:

To the shared ideals that unite our naﬁions;

To lasting friendship between the people of the United
states and the people of Venezuela;

And to the future of freedom and democracy across all the

Americas.



