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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 25, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE BETHESDA-~-CHEVY CHASE RESCUE SQUAD

Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rescue Squad
Bethesda, Maryland

2:05 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all very much. From George to
George, thank you. (Laughter.) President Giebel, thank you very
much. And Chief Dwyer, and members of this marvelous Bethesda-Chevy-
Chase Volunteer Rescue Squad. And, of course, I want to pay my
respects to our County Executive, Sidney Kramer -- thank him for
being with us today. Congressman Curt Weldon, an old friend of mine,
a current member of the United States Congress, is the founder of the
Congressional Fire Service Caucus, one of the most rapidly growing
caucuses in the Congress and one that really has unanimous,
across-the-aisle support. So, Curt, I'm delighted to be with you.

And, of course, I don't need to say to you, her
constituents, too much about my friend, your own friend, and our
Representative in the United States Congress, Connie Morella.
(Applause.) I will tell you, coming out, she wanted to be sure --
you know Connie -- she wanted to be sure I knew absolutely everything
I needed to know, so she was telling me that it was -- and she said
it not in a partisan sense, but in a sense of civic commitment --
that this is the heart and soul of the community. And she said that
it permitted her -=- enthusiastically let her have her announcement
here, her victory celebration and, indeed, even her son's wedding
reception here. (Laughter.)

So in addition to other good works, I salute this
organization for being the heart and soul, as Connie said, of the
community. This is one of the first organizations that -- the
organization that I spoke to as a vice presidential nominee in 1980,
and I'm certainly glad to be back.

One reason that I'm so pleased to be here is that if my
speech is a disaster, relief is at hand. (Laughter.) Then, too,
there's another point that Curt and Connie and I were talking about
coming out here =-- this week, it is National Volunteer Week =-- which
celebrates the selfless character of the American people.

National Volunteer Week salutes what I call this nation's
"points of light" -- this vast galaxy of individuals and businesses,
and schools and churches and synagogues, unions and voluntary
associations working together to solve problems. This Rescue Squad
really is a point of light. It is also a source of life.

Many people don't realize that fully 80 percent of
America's fire protection and emergency medical service is supplied
by volunteers -- an amazing total, absolutely amazing.: (Applause.)
And here's the point: Volunteers who meet local emergencies --
risking lives to save the lives of others. Just as America's fire
fighters have done for more than 200 years.

You know, being here today reminds me of a story that I
heard which happened a number of years ago. It seems that 25 of
Boston's top Prohibition bootleggers were rounded up in a surprise
raid. And as they were being arraigned, the judge asked the usual
question about occupation.

MORE



The first 24 men were engaged in the same profession --
each claimed to be a flre fighter. Well, naturally, the judge asked
the last prisoner, "And what are you?" "Your honor," he said, "I'm a
bootlegger." Surprised, the judge laughed and asked, "And how's
business?" He said, "Well, it would be a hell of a lot better if
there weren't so many fire fighters around." (Laughter.) Well, you
get the gist. Even back in Prohibition, your numbers turned the
tide. Then, as now, volunteers like you were the "first responder"
not only to fire -- but also to accidents, and floods, and cave-ins,
and collapsed buildings. Then, as now, you acted as the backbone of
America -- showing that any definition of a successful life must
include serving others.

National volunteer work =-- it embodies that definition.
As do your 50 years of service to the Bethesda-Chevy Chase community.
Talk about variety. Cats rescued from treetops, children from
smashed automobiles. Helping victims of heart attacks, and senior
citizens, alone and vulnerable, after falls within their own home.
Young kids and retirees, executives and laborers -- each of you, to
quote the squad's original motto, has "answered the call."

Listen to an anonymous letter that appeared on your
bulletin board. It talked of the comfort the B-CC Rescue Squad
provides. "You can watch people's faces begin to relax just by your
presence. And that glves you a special feeling." And look at the
- man with me here, Dav%d Dwyer, Chief of the Squad for the past 21
years. He's one of the heroes responsible for that feeling. By day,
he works at the NIH, at night, he's a volunteer. Anywhere there is a
need. Anytlme he is needed.

So by rlsklng your lives to save others, you are on the
front lines. And thoee who directly take up the fight against drug
abuse, illiteracy, homelessness, hunger, environmental decay, and
AIDS are also on the front lines. Like you, they are flndlng the

meaning and the- adventure ‘that all of us seek ‘in our own iives. = -

We know that life, itself, means nothing without a cause
larger than ourselves. Fire fighting was such a cause when, in 1736,
Ben Franklin founded one of the first volunteer companies. And so it
is in 1990, with fire fighters and E.M.S. personnel today one million
strong. I salute you, as does your community. We respect and admire
you for a job well done. Today, America is grateful for your special
brand of skill and courage. The courage to put another's life before
one's own. -

Let me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives:
"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for
his friends." You and countless thousands of others like you around
this great country serve strangers. You save lives. And you walk
the path of engagement’ in the lives of those in need. And this
really is the heartbeat of America and the true meanlng of serving
others. ;

Thank you for what you've done. I simply wanted to come
out, down the street -- through the skies, I will confess --
(laughter) -- but to qay thank you from the bottom of a grateful
heart. And I will try to continue to tell America how grateful we
are for those who serve others. Thank you very, very much. And God
bless you all. (Applause.)

END 2:12 P.M. EDT
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April 20, 1990

NFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON '

FROM: curr surt

SUBJECT: BETHESDA-CHEVY CHASE RESCUE SQUAD
I.  SUMMARY

On Wednesday, April 25, at 1:45 p.m., you will address
about 350 fire fighters and rescuers at their Bethesda-Chevy
Chase Rescue Squad headquarters. President George Giebel, Chief
David Dwyer, and Montgomery County Executive Sidney Kramer will
accompany you. Congresswoman Connie Morella and Congressman Curt

Weldon will also attend. Other acknowledgements will be provided
on Monday, April 23.

ITI. DISCUSSION

The attached remarks (6 minutes, speechcards) applaud
the fire fighters and rescuers for their remarkable dedication to
helping and saving others. These men and women are examples of

the thousand points of light that comprise America's volunteer
spirit.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BETHESDA-CC RESCUE SQUAD
SETHESDA, MARYLAND
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1990
1:45 P.M.

President Giebel [GHEE-bull], Chief Dwyer, Members. of the
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Volunteer Rescue Squad. Congressman Curt
Weldon, founder of the Congressional Fire Service Caucus, and my _
friend and your own representative, Congresswoman Connie Morella.
Ladies and gentlemen. 1It's a privilege to be with you. This is
one of the first organizations I spoke to as a Vice-Presidential
nominee in 1980. I'm glad to be back.

One reason I'm so pleased to be here is that if my sSpeech is
a disaster, relief is close at hand. // Then, tob, we meet in a
special week -- Volunteer Week -- which celebrates the selfless
chafacter of the American people. //

Volunteer Week salutes what T call this Nation's points‘of
light -- that vast galaxy of individuals,'businesses, schoolé,
churches, syhagogues, and voluntary associations working together
to solve problems. Your Rescue Squad is a point of light. It is

also a source of life. //

Many people don't realize that fully 80 percent of America's

fire protection is supplied by volunteers -- an amazing total.
Volunteers who meet local emergencies -- risking lives to save

other lives. Just as America's fire fighters have done for more

than 200 years.
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{{You know, being here today reminds me of a story that I
heard which happened é number of years ago. It seems that 25 of
‘Boston's top Prohibition bootleggers were rounded up in a
surprise raid. And as they were being‘arraigned, the Judge asked
the usual question about occupation.

((The first 24 men were engaged in the same profession --
each claiméd to be a "fire fighter." Well, naturally, the Judge'
asked the last prisoner, "And what are you?" // "Your honor," he
replied, "I'm a bootlegger." Surprised, the Judge laughed and
asked, "How's business?" // "It would be a lot better," he
answered, "if there weren't so many fire fighters around."))

See what I mean? Even back in Prohibition, your numbers
turned the tide! // Then, aé now, volunteers like you were the
"first responder" not only to fire -- but also accidents, floods,
<ave-ins, and collapsed buildings. Then, as now, you acted as
the "backbone of America" -- showing that any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. //

Volunteer Week embodies that definition. As do your ﬁifty
years of service to the Bethesda-Chevy Chase community. Talk
about variety. VYou've rescued cats from treetops, and children
from smashed aﬁtos. Helping victims of heart attacks, and senior
citizens -- alone, and vulnerable -- after falls within their
home. Young kids and retirees, executives and laborers -- each

of you, to gquote the squad's original motto, has "Answer{ed] the
call." //



Listen to an anonymous letter thét appeared on your bulletin
board. It talked of the comfort the B-CC Rescue Squad provides.
"You can_watch people's faces begin to relax just by your
presence. That gives yoﬁ a special feeling." // And look at
the man with me, David Dwfer, Chief of the Squad for the past 21

years. He's one of the heroes responsible for that feeling. By

day, bave works at the National Institufes of ﬁealth. But by
night, he's a volunteer; Anywhere there is a need. Anytime he
is needed. //

By risking your lives to save others, you are on the froht
lines. Those who directly take up fhe fight against drug abuse,
illiteracy, homelessnesé, hunger, énvironmental.decay, and AIDS
’arg also on the front lines. // Like you, fhey are finding the'
meaning and adventure that all of us seek in our own lives. We
know that life means nothing without a cause larger than |
ourselves.

Fire fighting was such a caﬁse when,'in 1736, Ben Franklin
-founded one of the first volunteer companies.»'So it is ip 1990 -
- with fire fighters today one million strong. I salute you, as
does your_community. We respect, and admire, you for a job Qell-
done. ' _

Today, America is grateful for your special brand of skill
and cburage. The courage to put ancther's life before one's own.
Let me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives:

"Greater love hath no love than this, that he lay downvhis life

for his friends." //
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You serve strangers. You>save
engagement in the lives of those in
the true meaning of serving others.

done, and are doing. And God bless

L B

iiveé. You walk the path of

need. This is America, and
Thank you for what you've

the United States of America.
#
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH:: CHRISS WINSTON '»
FROM: curr sMitH (f
SUBJECT: BETHESDA-CHEVY CHASE RESCUE SQUAD

I. SUMMARY

On Wednesday, April 25, at 1:45 p.m., you will address
about 350 fire fighters and rescuers at their Bethesda-Chevy
Chase Rescue Squad headquarters. President George Giebel, Chief
David Dwyer, and Montgomery County Executive Sidney Kramer will
accompany you. Congresswoman Connie Morella and Congressman Curt
Weldon will also attend. Other acknowledgements will be provided
on Monday, April 23.

II. DISCUSSION

The attached remarks (6 minutes, speechcards) applaud
the fire fighters and rescuers for their remarkable dedication to
helping and saving others. These men and women are examples of
the thousand points of light that comprise America's volunteer
spirit.
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President Giebel [GHEE-bull], Chief Dwyer, Members of the
Bethesda-Chevy Chase Volunteer Rescue Squad. Congressman Curt
Weldon, founder of the Congressional Fire Service Caucus, and my
friend and your own representative, Congresswoman Connie Morella.
Ladies and gentlemen. 1It's a privilege to be with you. This is
one of the first'organizations I spoke to as a Vice-Presidential
nominee in 1980. 1I'm glad to be back.

One reason I'm so pleased to be here is that if my speech is
a disaster, relief is close at hand. // Then, too, we meet in a
special week -- Volunteer Week -- which celebrates the selfless
character of the American people. //

Volunteer Week salutes what I call this Nation's points of
light -- that vast galaxy of individuals, businesses, schools,
churches, synagogues, and voluntary associations working together
to solve problems. Your Rescue Squad is a point of light. It is
also a source of life. //

P Emerngeodey Medical Seryic@

Many people don't realize ,th? fully 80 percent of America's
fire protection¥is supplied by vo

unteers -- an amazing total.
Volunteers who meet local emergencies -- risking lives to save
other lives. Just as America's fire fighters have done for more

than 200 years.
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{{You know, being here today reminds me of a story that I
heard which happened a number of years ago. It seems that 25 of
Boston's top Prohibition bootleggers were rounded up in a
surprise raid. And as they were being arraigned, the Judge asked
the usual question about occupation.

((The first 24 men were engaged in the same profession --
each claimed to be a "fire fighter." Well, naturally, the Judge
asked the last prisoner, "And what are you?" // "Your honor," he
replied, "I'm a bootlegger." Surprised, the Judge laughed and
asked, "How's business?" // "It would be a lot better," he
answered, "if there weren't so many fire fighters around."))

See what I mean? Even back in Prohibition, your numbers
turned the tide! // Then, as now, volunteers like you were the
"first responder" not only to fire -- but also accidents, floods,
cave-ins, and collapsed buildings. Then, as now, you acted as
the "backbone of America" -- showing that any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. //

Volunteer Week embodies that definition. As do your fifty
years of service to the Bethesda-Chevy Chase community. Talk
about variety. VYou've rescued cats from treetops, and children
from smashed autos. Helping victims of heart attacks, and senior
citizens -- alone, and vulnerable -- after falls within their
home. Young kids and retirees, executives and laborers -- each
of you, to quote the squad's original motto, has "Answer[ed] the

Call." //
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Listen to an anonymous letter that appeared on your bulletin
board. It talked of the comfort the B-CC Rescue Squad provides.
"You can watch people's faces begin to relax just by your
presence. That gives you a special feeling." // And look at
the man with me, David Dwyer, Chief of the Squad for the past 21

years. He's one of the heroes responsible for that feeling. By

day, Dave works at the National Institutes of Health. But by
night, he's a volunteer. Anywhere there is a need. Anytime he
is needed. //

By risking vour lives to save others, you are on the front
lines. Those who directly take up the fight against drug abuse,
illiteracy, homelessness, hunger, environmental decay, and AIDS
are also on the front lines. // Like you, they are finding the
meaning and adventure that all of us seek in our own lives. We
know that 1ife means nothing without a cause larger than
ourselves.

Fire fighting was such a cause when, in 1736, Ben Franklin

; Ad E.m.S. penrs
- with fire fighter§Vtoday one million strong. I salute you, as

founded one of the first voluntee .Sompanies. So it is in 1990 -
does your community. We respect, and admire, you for a job well-
done.

Today, America is grateful for your special brand of skill
and courage. The courage to put another's life before one's own.
Let me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives:

"Greater love hath no love than this, that he lay down his life

for his friends." //
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AND CounTLESS THousHWDS OF OTHENS LiK<€ you Aroud ms
CoREAT CounTRy ' |
You"serve strangers. You save lives. You walk the path of

engagement in the lives of those in need. This is America, and
the true meaning of serving others. Thank you for what you've
done, and are doing. And God bless the United States of America.

AN S S
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

04/19/90

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: 5:00 p.m. Friday 04/20

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BETHESDA RESCUE SQUAD

(07719 5:00 p.m. drafr)
ACTION FYI . ACTION FYI
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
gigiign by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 04/20, with a copy to my office.
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James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES W. CICCONI
FROM: p@KDAVID B. RIVKIN
LEGAL ADVISOR TO THE COUNSEL
TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Bethesda Rescue Squad

The White House Counsel’s Office has reviewed the above

captioned document. We have no objections. We appreciate
the opportunity to review this matter.

cc: Ch‘riss Winston
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REMARKS: BETHESDA RESCUE SQUAD
BETHESDA, MARYLAND
ESDAY, APRIL 25, 1990

Members of the Bethesda Volunteer Rescue Squad)) ladies and
gentlemeQ‘N It's a privilege to be with you. This is the first
organization I spoke to as a Vice-Presidential nominee in 1980.
I'm glad to be back.

One reason I'm so pleased to be here is that if my speech is
a disaster, relief is close at hand. // Then, too, we meet in a
special week -- Volunteer Week -- which celebrates the selfless
character of the American people. //

Volunteer Week salutes what I call this Nation's points of
light -- that vast galaxy of individuals, businesses, schools,
churches, synagogues, and voluntary associations working together
to solve problems. Your Rescue Squad is a point of light. It is

also a source of life. //

Many people don't realize that fully 85 percent of America's

fire protection is supplied by volunteers -- an amazing total.
Volunteers who meet local emergencies -- risking lives to save

other lives. Just as America's fire fighters have done for more
than 200 years.

((You know, being here today reminds me of a story that I
heard which happened 60 years ago. It seems that 25 of Boston's

top Prohibition bootleggers were rounded up in a surprise raid.
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And as they were being arraigned, the Judge.asked the usual
question about occupation.

((The first 24 men were engaged in the same profession --
each claimed to be a "fire fighter." Well, naturally, the Judge
asked the last prisoner, "And what are you?" // "Your honor," he
replied, "I'm a bootlegger." Surprised, the Judge laughed and
asked, "How's business?" // “It‘would_beva lot better," he
answered, "if there weren't so many fire fighters around;“))

See what I mean? Even back in Prohibition, your numbers
turned the tide! // Then, as now, volunteers like you were the
"first responder" not only to fire -- but also accidents, floods,
"cave-ins, and collapsed buildings. Then, as now, you acted as
the "backbone of America" -- showing that any definition of a
successful life must include sexrving others. //

Volunteer Week embodies that definition. As do your fifty
years of service to the Bethesda community. By risking your
lives to save others, you are on the frdnt lines. Those who
directly take up the fight against drug abuse, illiteracy,
homelessness, hunger, environmental decay, and AIDS are also on
the front iines. // Like you, they are finding the meaning and
adventure that all of us seek in our own lives. Like you, they
know that life means nothing without a cause larger than
ourselves.

| Fire fighting was such a cause when, in 1736, Ben Franklin
founded one of the first volunteer companies. So it is in 1990 -

- with fire fighters today three million strong. I salute you,
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as does your community. But leave it to Franklin to have the
last word. No, not Ben ;— Aretha. R-E-S-P-E-C-T. // We
respect, and admire, you for a job well-done.

Today, America is grateful for your special brand of skill
and courage. The courage to put another's life before one's own.
Let me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives:

"Greater love hath no love than this, that he lay down his life
for his friends." //

You serve strangers. Yoﬁ save lives. You walk the path of
engagment in the lives of those in need. This is America, and
the true meaning of serving others. Thank you for what you've
done, and are doing. And God bless the United States of America.

;. S T
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss

Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 04/20, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Members of the Bethesda Volunteer Rescue Squad, ladies and
gentlemen. It's a privilege to be with you. This is the first
organization I spoke to as a Vice-Presidential nominee in 1980.
I'm glad to be back.

One reason 1I'm so pleased to be here is that if my speech is
a disaster, relief is close at hand. // Then, too, we meet in a
special week -- Volunteer Week -- which celebrates the selfless
character of the American people. //

Volunteer Week salutes what I call this Nation's points of
light -- that vast galaxy of individuals, businesses, schools,
churches, synagogues, and voluntary associations working together'
to solve problems. Your Rescue Squad i§ a point of light. It is

also a source of life. //

Many people don't realize that fully 85 percent of America's

fire protection is supplied by volunteers -- an amazing total.
Volunteers who meet local emergencies -- risking lives to save

other lives. Just as America's fire fighters have done for more
-than 200 years.

((You know, being here today reminds me of a story that I
heard which happened 60 years ago. It seems that 25 of Boston's

top Prohibition bootleggers were rounded up in a surprise raid.
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And as they were being arraigned, the Judge asked the usual
question about occupation.

((The first 24 men were engaged in the same profession --
each claimed to be a "fire fighter." Well, naturally, the Judge
asked the last prisoner, "And what are you?" // "Your honor," he
replied, "I'm a bootlegger." Surprised, the Judge laughed and
asked, "How's business?" // "It would be a lot better," he
answered, "“if there weren't so many fire fighters around."))

See what I mean? Even back in Prohibition, your numbers
turned the tide! // Then, as now, volunteers like you were the
."first responder" not only to fire -- but also accidents, floods,
cave-ins, and collapsed buildings. Then, as now, you acted as
the "backbone of America" -- showing that any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. //

Volunteer Week embodies that definition. As do your fifty
years of service to the Bethesda community. By risking your
lives to save others, you are on the front lines. Those who
directly take up the fight against drug abuse, illiteracy,
homelessness, hunger, environmental decay, and AIDS are also on
the front lines. // Like you, they are finding the meaning and
adventure that all of us seek in our own lives. Like you, they
know that life means nothing without a cause larger than
ourselves.

.Fire fighting was such a cause when, in 1736, Ben Franklin
founded one of the first volunteer companies. So it is in 1990 -

~ with fire fighters today three million strong. I salute you,
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as does your community. But leave it to Franklin to have the
last word. No, not Ben ;— Aretha. R-E-S-P-E-C-T. // We
respect, and admire, you for a job well-done.

Today, America is grateful for your special brénd of skill
and courage. The courage to put another's life before one's own.
Let me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives:

“Greatef love hath no love than this, that he lay down his life
for his friends." //

You serve strangers. You save lives. You walk the path of
engagment in the lives of those in need. This is America, and
the true meaning of serving others. Thank you for what you've
done, and are doingf And God bless the United States of America.

(AN B B
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REMARKS:

Please provide any comments/recgmmendations directly to Chriss

Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, {04/20, with a copy to my office.
Thanks. '

RESPONSE:

James W, Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staf!
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BETHESDA RESCUE SQUAD
BETHESDA, MARYLAND :
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1990

Members of the Bethesda Volunteer Rescue Squad, ladies and

gentlemen. It's a privilege to be with you. This is the first

organization I spoke to as a Vice-Presidential nominee in 1980.
I'm glad to be back.

One reason I'm so pleased to be here is that if my speech is
a disaster, relief is close at hand. // Then, too, we meet in a
special week -- Volunteer Week -- which celebrates the“selfless
character of the American people. //

Vvolunteer Week salutes what I call this Nation's points of
light -- that vast galaxy of individuals, businesses, schools,
churches, synagogues, and voluntary associations working together
to solve problems. Your Rescue Squad is a point of light. It is
also a source of llfe. //

Many people don't realize tﬂat fully 85 percent of America's

fire protection is supplied by volunteers -- an amazing total.
Volunteers who meet local emergencies -- risklng lives to save

other lives. Just as America's fiire fighters have done for more

than 200 years. |
((You know, being here today reminds me of a story that I
heard which happened 60 years ago. 1It seems that 25 of Boston's

top Prohibition bootleggers were rounded up in a surprise raid.
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And as they were being arraigned, the Judge asked the usual
question about occupationf

((The first 24 men were engaged in the same profession -
each claimed to be a "fire fighter." well, naturally, the Judge
asked the last prisoner, "And what are you?" // "Your honor," he
replied, "I'm a bootlegger." Surprised, the Judge laughed and
asked, "How's business?" // "It would be a lot better," he
answered, "1f there weren't so many fire fighters around."))

See what I mean? Even back in Prohibition, your numbers
turned the tide! // Then, as now, volunteers like you were the

"first responder" not only to fire -- but also accidents, floods,

cave-ins, and collapsed buildingF. Then, as now, you acted as

the "backbone of America" - sho@ing that any definition of a

successful life must include serving others. //

Volunteer Week embodies that definition. As do your fifty
years of service to the Bethesda community. By risk%pg your
lives to save others, you are on the front lines. Those who
directly take up the fight against drug abuse, illiteracy,
homelessness, hunger, environmental decay, and AIDS are also on
the front lines. // Like you, they are finding the meaning and
adventure that all of us seek in our own lives. Like you, they
know that life means nothing without a cause larger than
ourselves.

Fire fighting was such a ca#se when, in 1736, Ben Franklin
founded one of the first volunteer companies. So it is in 1990 -

- with fire fighters today three million strong. I salute you,
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as does your community. But leave it to Frahklin to have the
last word. No, not Ben -- Aretha. R-E-S-P-E-C-T. // we
respect, and admire, you for a job well-done.

Today, America is grateful for your special.brand of skill
and courage. The courage to put another's 1life before one's own.
Let me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives:
"Greater love hath no love than this, that he lay down his 1life
for his friends," //

You serve strangers. You save lives. You walk the path of
engagment in the lives of those:in need. This 18 America, ang
the true meaning of serving otheﬁs. Thank you for what you've

done, and are doing. And God bless the United States of America.

LA B
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BETHESDA RESCUE SQUAD
BETHESDA, MARYLAND
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1990

Members of the Bethesda Volunteer Rescue Squad, ladies and
gentlemen. 1It's a privilege to be with you. This is the first
organization I spoke to as a Vice-Presidential nominee in 1980.
I'm glad to be back.

One reason I'm so pleased to be here is that if my speech is
a disaster, relief is close at hand. // Then, too, we meet in a
special week -- Volunteer Week -- which celebrates the selfless
character of the American people. //

Volunteer Week salutes what I call this Nation's points of
light -- that vast galaxy of individuals, businesses, schools,
churches, synagogues, and voluntary associations working together
to solve problems. Your Rescue Squad is a point of light. It is
also a source of -life. //

Many people don't realize that fully 85 percent of America's

fire protection is supplied by volunteers -- an amazing total.
Volunteers who meet local emergencies -- risking lives to save

other lives. Just as America's fire fighters have done for more
than 200 years.

{(You know, being here today reminds me of a story that I
heard which happened 60 years ago. It seems that 25 of Bostonis

top Prohibition bootleggers were rounded up in a surprise raid.



And as they were being arraigned, the Judge asked the usual
question about océupation.

({The first 24 men were engaged in the same profession --
each claimed to be a "fire fighter." Well, naturally, the Judge
asked the last prisoner, "And what are you?" // "Your honor," he
replied, "I'm a bootlegger." Surprised, the Judge laughed and
asked, "How's business?" // "It would be a lot better," he
answered, "if there weren't so many fire fighters around."))

| See what I mean? Even back in Prohibition, your numbers
turned the tide! // Theh, as now, volunteers like you were the
"first responder" not only to fire -- but also accidents, floods,
cave-ins, and collapsed buildings. Then, as now, you actea as
the "backbone of America" -- showing that any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. //

Volunteer Week embodies that definition. As do your fifty
years of service to the Bethesda community. By risking your
lives to save others, you are on the frdnt lines.. Thése who
directly take up the fight against drug abuse, illiteracy,
homelessness, hunger, environmental decay, and AIDS are also on
the front lines. // Like you, they are f£inding the meaning and
adventure that all of us seek in our own lives. Like you, they
know that life means nothing without a cause larger than
ourselves.

Fire fighting was such a cause when, in 1736, Ben Franklin
founded one of the first volunteer companies. So it is in 1990 -

- with fire fighters today three million strong. I salute you,
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as does your community. Butsleaveit-to-Frankdin=to-have—the

;ggL_WQrdﬂ_NGT—nct'Eéﬁ—:— Aretha. R=BE-S=P=ESC=T. // We

" respect, and admire, you for a job well-done.

Today, America is grateful for your special brand of skill
1and courage. The courage to put another's life before one's own.
' Let me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives:

"Greater love hath no love than this, that he 1ay-down his life
for his friends." //

You serve strangers. You save lives. Ydu walk the path of
engagment in the lives of those in need. This is America, and
the true meaning of serving others. Thank you for what you've
done, and are doing. And God bless the United States of America.

¥ % %



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
April 20, 1990
TO: SPEECH WRITERS
FROM: BRUCE J. ZANCA M
Office of Public Events
and Initiatives
RE: BETHESDA RESCUE SQUAD REMARKS

We will be going to the Rescue Squad as part of the ongoi
activities to hightlight "National Voulenteer Week". Sig and
talked last week about the tone of the visit and the message we
wanted to convey. With that in mind, I would like to offer a
few suggestions.

Our recommendation would be to include some words on what
these heroic volunteers do. As an example, we could talk
about their days in other professions, their long nights running
with the rescue squad, ang the time they spend away from
their families risking their lives for others. To make it more
personal, could we cite specific examples of the squad’s
successes?

In addition, we suggest that the President include in his
remarks that he is there to applaud their work and the work of
all Volunteer Firemen across the country. He might say that
he wants to highlight the Squad as an example of how
neighbors can help neighbors and speak of them as being an
example to others. Finally, we would suggest that he highliglht
what can be accomplished by volunteering and encourage others
to jomn .

Thanks, please call me if I can help.
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DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: °-:00 p.m. Friday 04/20

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BETHESDA RESCUE SQUAD

— (04719 5:00 p.w. draff)

ACTION FYI _ ACTION  FYI
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss

Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 04/20, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONS/&//g‘%g— ng W 59 w Wﬁ%

,K,eace Zﬂ/t/éﬁ‘ = 5/:; )

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President

and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BETHESDA RESCUE SQUAD
BETHESDA, MARYLAND
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1990

Members of the Bethesda Volunteer Rescue Squad, ladies and
gentlemen. It's a privilege to be with you. This is the first
organization I spoke to as a Vice-Presidential nominee in 1980.
I'm glad to be back. |

One reason I'm so pleased to be here is that if my speech is
a disastef, relief is close at hand. // Then, too, we meet in a
special week -- Volunteer Week -- which celebrates the selfless
character of the American people. //

Volunteer Week salutes what I call this Nation's points of
light -- that vast galaxy of individuals, businesses, schools,
churches, synagogues, and voluntary associations working together
to solve problems. Your Rescue Séuad ig a point of light. It is

also a source of life. //

Many people don't realize that fully 85 percent of America's

fire protection is supplied by volunteers -- an amazing total.
Volunteers who meet local emergencies -- risking lives to save

other lives. Just as America's fire fighters have done for more
than 200 years.

((You know, being here today reminds me of a story that I
heard which happened 60 years ago. It seems that 25 of Boston's

top Prohibition bootleggers were rounded up in a surprise raid.
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And as they were being arraigned, the Judge asked the usual
question about occupation. |

({(The first 24 men were engaged in the same profession --
each claimed to be a "fire fighter." Well, naturally, the Judge
asked the last prisoner, "And what are you?" // "Your honor," he
replied, "I'm a bootlegger." Surprised, the Judge laughed and
asked, "How's business?" // "It would be a lot better," he
answered, "“if there weren't so many fire fighters around."))

See what I mean? Even back in Prohibition, your numbers
turned the tide! // Then, as now, volunteers like you were the

"first responder" not only to fire -- but also accidents, floods,

‘cave-ins, and collapsed buildings. Then, as now, you acted as

the "baékbone of America" -- showing that any definition of a
successful life must include serving others. //

Volunteer Week embodies that definition. As do your fifty
years of service to the Bethesda community. By risking your
lives to save others, you are on the front lines. Those who
directly take up the fight against drug abuse, illiteracy,
homelessness, hunger, énvironmental decay, and AIDS are also on
the front lines. // Like you, they are finding the meaning and
adventure that all of us seek in our own lives. Like you, they
know that life means nothing without a cause larger than
ourselves.

Fire fighting was such a cause when, in 1736, Ben Franklin
founded one of the first volunteer companies. So it is in 1990 -

- with fire fighters today three million strong. I salute you,



e
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as does your community. But leave it to Franklin to have the
last word. No, not Ben - Aretha. R-E-S-P-E-C-T. // We
respect, and admire, you for a job well-done.

Today, America is grateful for your special brénd of skill
and courage. The courage to put another's life before one's own.
tet me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives:

"Greater love hath no love than this,.that he lay down his life
for his friends.™ //

You serve strangers. You save lives. You walk the path of
engagment in the lives of those in need. This is America, and
the true meaning of serving others. Thank you for what you've
done, and are doing. And God bless the United States of America.

A N I
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BETHESDA~-CC RESCUE SQUAD

BETHESDA, MARYLAND
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1990

Members of the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Volunteer Rescue Squad.
Congressman Curt Weldon, founder of the Congressional Fire
Service Caucus, and my friend and your own representative,
Congresswoman Connie Morella. Ladies and gentlemen. It's a
privilege to be with you. This is one of the first organizations
I spoke to as a Vice-Presidential nominee in 19280. 1I'm glad to
be back.

One reason I'm so pleased to be here is that if my speech is
a disaster, relief is close at hand. // Then, too, we meet in a
special week -- Volunteer Week -- which celebrates the selfless
character of the American people. //

Volunteer Week salutes what I call this Nation's points of
light -- that vast galaxy of individuals, businesses, schools,
churches, synagogues, and voluntary associations working together
to solve problems. Your Rescue Squad is a point of light. It is
also a source of life. //

Many people don't realize that fully 85 percent of America's

fire protection is supplied by volunteers -- an amazing total.
Volunteers who meet local emergencies -- risking lives to save

other lives. Just as America's fire fighters have done for more

than 200 years.
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{{You know, being here today reminds me of a story that I
heard which happened a number of years ago. It seems that 25 of
Boston's top Prohibition bootleggers were rounded up in a
surprise raid. And as they were being arraigned, the Judge asked
the usual question about occupation.

((The first 24 men were engaged in the same profession --
each claimed to be a "fire fighter." Well, naturally, the Judge
asked the last prisOner, "And what are you?" // "Your honor," he
replied, "I'm a bootlegger." Surprised, the Judge laughed and
asked, "How's business?" // "It would be a lot better," he
answered, "if there werén‘t so many fire fighters around."))

See what I mean? Even back in Prohibition, your numbers
turned the tide! // Then, as now, volunteers like you were the
"first responder" not only to fire -- but also accidents, floods,
cave-ins, and collapsed buildings. Then, as now, you acted as
the "backbone of America" -- showing that any definition of a .
successful life must include serving others. //

Volunteer Week embodies that definition. As do your fifty

years of serxrvice to the‘Bethesda—Chevy Chase community. [[Talk
about variety. You've rescued cats from tfeetops, and children
from smashed autos. Helping victims of heart attacks, and senior
citizens -- alone, and vulnerable -- after falls Within their
home. Young kids and retirees, executivesAand laborers -- each

of you, to quote the squad's original motto, has "Answer[ed] the

Call."1]



[[Listen to an anonymous letter that appeared on your
bulletin board. It talked of the comfort the B-CC Rescue Squad
provides. "You can watch people's faces begin to relax just by
your presence. That gives you a special feeling." // And look
at the man to my left, David Dwyer, Chief of the Squad for the

ey ¢ﬂv;;+4aﬁu¢7/a“ywy&JL+¢b
past 21 years. He i that feeling. By day, Dave works

at the National Institutes of Health. But by night, he's a

volunteer. Anywhere there is a need. Anytime he is needed. //])

.p/

By risking your lives to save others, you are on the front
lines. Those who directly take up the fight against drug abuse,
illiteracy, homelessness, hunger, environmental decay, and AIDS
are also on the front lines. // Like you, they are finding the
meaning and adventure that all of us seek in our own lives. We
know that life means nothing without a cause larger than
ourselves.

Fire fighting was such a cause when, in 1736, Ben Franklin
founded one of the first volunteer companies. So it is in 1990 -

- with fire fighters today three million strong. I salute you,

as does your community. But leave it te Franklin to have the_

last word. NG, not Ben -- Aretha. R-E-S=P=E=C-TF —// —We—
respect, and admire, you for a job”GEIIiESHET'

Today, America is grateful for your special brand of skill
and courage. The courage to put another's life before one's own.
Let me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives:

"Greater love hath no love than this, that he lay down his life

for his friends." //
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You serve strangers. You save
engagement in the lives of those in
the true meaning of serving others.
done, and are doing. And God bless

S B

lives. You walk the path of
need. This is America, and
Thank you for what you've
the United States of America.

#



THE WHITE HOUSE /

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER fgf

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Bethesda Rescue Squad

We have reviewed the attached draft and have no suggested
changes from a policy standpoint. We approve of the draft
remarks in their current form.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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DATE: 04/19/90

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: 5:00 p.m. Friday 04/20
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REMARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss

Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 04/20, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BETHESDA RESCUE SQUAD
BETHESDA, MARYLAND
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1990

Members of the Bethesda Volunteer Rescue Squad, ladies and
gentlemen. 1It's a privilege to be with you. This is the first
organization I spoke to as a Vice-Presidential nominee in 1980.
I'm glad to bé back.

One reason I'm so pleased to be here is that if my speech is
a disaster, relief is close at hand. // Then, too, we meet in a
special week .-- Volunteer Week -- which celebrates the selfless
character of the American people. //

Volunteer Week salutes what I call this Nation's points of
light -- that vast galaxy of individuals, businesses, schools,
churches, synagogues, and voluntary associations working tégethér
to solve problems. Your Rescue Squad i§ a point of light. It is

also.a source of life. //

Many people don't réalize that fully 85 percent of America's

fire protection is supplied by volunteers -- an amazing total.
Volunteers who meet local emergencies -- risking lives to save

other lives. Just as America's fire fighters have done for more>
than 200 years.

((You know, being here today reminds me of a sﬁory that I
heard which happened 60 years ago. It seems that 25 of Boston's

top Prohibition bootleggers were rounded up in a surprise raid.
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And as they were being arraiéne@, the Judge'asked the nsual
question about occupation. \ o
| ((The fi;st 24 men were engaged in the same profession --
each claimed to be a “fire fighter." well, natufally, the Judge
aeked the last prisoner, "And what are you?" // "Your honor," he
replied, "I'm a bootlegger." Surprised, the Judge laughed and
asked, "How's business?" // "It‘would be a lot better," he
answered, "if there weren't so many fire fighters around."))

See what i mean? Even back in Prohibition, your numbers
turned the tide! // Then, as now, volunteers like you were the
"first responder" not only te’fire -- but also accidents, floaods,
cave-ins, and collapsed buildings. Then, as new, you acted as
the "backbone of America" -- show1ng that any deflnltlon of a
successful llfe must include serving others. //

Volunteer Week embodies that definition. As do your fifty
years of service to the Bethesda community. By risking your
lives to save others, you are on the front lines. Those who
directlyAtake‘up the fight against drug abuse, illiteracy,
homeleesness, hunger, environmental decay, and AIDS are also bn
the front lines. // Like you, they are finding the meaning and
adventnre that all of us seek in our own lives. Like you, they
know that life means nothing without a cause larger than
ourselves. |

Fire fighting was such a cause when, in 1736, Ben Franklin
founded one of the first volunteer companies. So it is in 1990 -

- with fire fighters today three million strong. I salute you,
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as does your community. But lgave it to Franklin to have the
last word. No, not Ben -- Aretha. R-E-S~-P-E-C-T. "// We
respéct, and admire, you for a job well-done.

Today, America is grateful for your special brand of skill
and courage. The courage to put another's life before one's own.
Let me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives:
"Greater love hath no love than this, that hé lay down his life
for his friends." //

You serve strangers. You save lives. You walk the path of
engagment in the lives of those in need. This is America, and
the true meaning of serving others. Thank you for what you've
done, and are doing. And God bless the -United States of América.

S T N
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DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: -:00 p.m. Friday 04/20

sUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BETHESDA RESCUE SQUAD
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R-E.MARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss

Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 04/20, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE:

} Py N71n .
- f' o - James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: BETHESDA RESCUE SQUAD
BETHESDA, MARYLAND
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1990

Members of the Bethesda Volunteer Rescue Squad, ladies and
gentlemen. It's a privilege to be with you. This is the first
organization I spoke to as a Vice-Presidential nominee in 1980.
I'm glad to be back.

One reason I'm so pleased to be here is that if my speech is
a disaster, relief is close at hand. // Then, too, we meet in a
special week -- Volunteer Week -- which celebrates the selfless
character of the American people. //

Volunteer Week salutes what I call this Nation's points of
light -- that vast galaxy of individuals, businesses, schools,
churches, synagogues, and voluntary associations working together
to solve problems. Your Rescue Squad is a point of light. It is

also a source of life. //

Many people don't realize that fully 85 percent of America's

fire protection is supplied by volunteers -- an amazing total.
Volunteers who meet local emergencies -- risking lives to save

other lives. Just as America's fire fighters have done for more

than 200 years. \

J
toddy reminds me of a story that I kﬁ*

k—o.
S ago. It seems that 25 of Boston's L'
5

{(You know, being her
heard which happened 60 y

top Prohibition bootlgggers wWere rounded up in a surprise raid.



And as they were beihg arraigned he Judge asked the usual

question about occupation.

((The first 24 ere engaged in the same profession --

each claimed to be 'fire fighter." Well, naturally, the Judge
asked the last "And what are you?" // "Your honor," he
replied, "I'M a bootlegger." Surprised, the Judge laughed and

asked, " // "It would be a lot better," he

Then, as now, you acted as

ne of America" -- showing that any definition of a

olunteer Week embodies that definition. As
years of service to the Bethesda community. By risking your
ives to save others, you are on the front lines. Those who
directly take up the fight against drug abuse, illiteracy,

homelessness, hunger, environmental decay, and AIDS are also on

the front lines. // Like you, they are finding the meaning and

fighting was such a cause when, in 1736, Ben Franklin
nded one of the first volunteer companies. So it is in 1990 -

- with fire fighters today three million strong. I salute you,
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as does your community. But leave it to Fra in to have thegb,% '
last word. No, not Ben -- Aretha. R-E-S-P-E-C-T. // We : Hf J'M‘A

respect, and admire, you for a job well-done.

Today, America is grateful for your special brand of skill w
\

and courage. The courage to put another's life before one's own.

Let me close with a Bible verse that defines your lives: ,/
"Greater love hath no love than this, that he lay down his life A \
for his friends." // v W

AL ¢
You serve strangers. You save lives. You walk the path of ‘{
engagment in the lives of those in need. This is America, and
the true meaning of serving others. Thank you for what you've
done, and are doing. And God bless the United States of America.
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