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R THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

i i

April 25, 1990
INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Through: CHRISS WINSTON \N\5
From: MARK DAVIS mb
Subject: American Legislative Exchange Council

I. SUMMARY: .

You will address the American Legislative Exchange Council -- a
bipartisan group of conservative state elected officials and
business leaders at 10:30 a.m., Friday, April 27, in Room 450.
Your remarks, about ten minutes in length, are on cards.

ITI. DISCUSSION: -

This group is very supportive of the Administration’s
transportation strategy, stance against drugs, position on choice
in education and the capital gains tax cut. And, of course, they
will respond enthusiastically to your position on federalism.



Davis/Martin
Date: 4/16/90
Title: ALEC

Draft: Three

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGIS. EXCHANGE COUNCIL, Rm. 450
Friday, April 27, 1990, 10:30 a.m.

((Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you on completing a
very successful tenure. And congratulations also to Ellen
Sauerbrey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to come.)) '

((With all the traveling I do, it’s a Qelcome change of pace
for me to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\
In fact, Barbara says I spend more time on the road than Charles
Kuralt.))\\\

((And it seems I'm always following John Sununu at every
speech. As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engiﬁeer,\\ and
"I'm the caboose.))\\\

It’'s great to be back among so many great American leaders
from the states -- those of you who belong to the American
Legislative Exchange Council, more than sixteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from the business
community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the people is truly government of the people.

We’ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the prevailinglbelief was that big problems
required big government solutions. Of course, this country did
Vface very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But ourﬂpockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lackedlflexibility. And often, it simply lacked programs that
worked. \\

Sb we learned a very hard lesson in the ‘60s. Good
intentions can‘easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe that
innovation springs from these fifty laboratories'of democracy. I
believe in the inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.

Federalism must be a dynamic partnership if we are to end
that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.

We will need such a partnership if we are to meet new missions -
- to keep expanding opportunity and improving education, to
implement a national transportatibn strateqgy, and to fight the
scourge of illegal drug use. Our partnership must begin with an
accurate account of the depth and scope of our needs that can
only begin with the U.S. Census -- a project that needs your
involvement. |

At this moment, Census Bureau workers are beginning to visit
all addresses from which Census forms have not been received. -

Your support is needed to help us get an accurate count of all
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Americans. This will allow Washington to allocate funds for
programs, from housing to health. But more to the point, Census
data will heip you make important decisions for your states.

This is all part of the decentralization of government, of
putting our trust where it belongs -- with the people. So it is
not enough to seek a dynamic partnership between Washington, and
Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. We must turn to our families,
our schools, our small businesses. We must often seek the
achievement of public goals through private means and individual
" action =-- individual empowerment. Our partnership must include
everyone if we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is
pro-growth, pro-family and pro-freedom.

We need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be coﬁpetitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We alsoc need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
-~ to implement a national transportation strategy for the 21st
Century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to hélp
others understand that our transportation strateqy is the road to
the future.\\\ |

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the

bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are not
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yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
pass. ((But I am Qery interested in the outcome. You see, my
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweeping the nation.\\ It’s known as Grandma and‘Grandpa.))\\\
So 1f Congress stamps out the power of parents to choose family
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of
my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\\

We also want to bring these same principles of choice and
flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. I’1l1l
leave it to Roger Porter, my domestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on our education goals and all that we can do together.
Just let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
renewed excellence'to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and 1e§dership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schools; alternative certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinking along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
education.\\\

Your federation also calls itself pro-freedom. What does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to
develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -~ one generation after another. And it can

only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
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Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendatioﬁs that complements and expands our
national effort.

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from the buvs at night, then féar of crime has stolen
our most precious possession -- ouf liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that i
offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officefs. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws ae least as tough as the
criminals we convict.\'\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges that cbnfront '
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, ;S parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can
lick any problem -~ no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our paitnership -~ our dynamic
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years
ahead. Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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((Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you on completing a
very successful tenure. And congratulations also to Ellen
Sauerbrey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
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((With all the traveling I do, it’s a welcome change of pace
for me to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\

In fact, Barbara says I spend more time on the road than Charles
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((And it seems I'm always following John Sununu at every
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It’s great to be back among so many great American leaders
from the states -- those of you who belong to the American
Legislative Exchange Council, more than sixteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from the business
community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the people is truly government of the people.

| We’'ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the pre#ailing belief was that big problems
required big government solutions. Of course, this country did

face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our pockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies; and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply lacked programs that
worked.\\

So we learned a very hard iesson in the ’60s. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the féderal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe that
innovation springs from these fifty laboratories of democracy. I
believe in the inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.

Federalism must be a dynamic partnership if we are to end
that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.

We will need such a partnership if we are to meet new missions -
- to keep expanding opportunity and improving education, to
implement a national transportation strategy, and to fight the
scourge of illegal drug use. Our partnership must begin with an
accurate account of the depth and scope of our needs that can
only begin with the U.S. Census -- a project that needs your
involvement.

At this moment, Census Bureau workers are beginning to visit
all addresses from which Census forms have not been received.

Your support is needed to help us get an accurate count of all
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Americans. This will allow Washington to allocate funds for
programs, from housing to health. But more to the point, Census
data will help you make important decisions for your states.

This is all part of the decentralization of government, of
putting our trust where it belongs -- with the people. So it is
not enough to seek a dynamic partnership between Washington, and
Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. We must turn to our families,
our schools, our small businesses. We must often seek the
achievement of public goals through private means and individual
action -- individual empowerment. Our partnership must include
evéryone if we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is
pro-growth, pro-family and pro-freedom.

We need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be competitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We alsoc need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
- to impleﬁent a national transportation strategy for the 21st
Century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -~ the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help

others understand that our transportation strategy is the road to
the future.\\\

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the

bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are not
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Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that cbmplements and expands our
national effort. |

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from the bus at night, then fear of crime has stolen
our most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I
offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws as least as tough as.the
criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges’that cénfront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are ~-- if we act only as partisan Demoérats or
Republicans, as parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can
lick any problem -- no‘matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dynamic
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years

ahead. Thank you; God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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Let _me say,.it!s..great-.to-be—back—among—so many great
American leaders from the states -- those of you who belong to
the American Legislative Exchange Council, more than sixteen
hundred strong. As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from
the business community, you are proving every day that government
closest to the people is truly government of the people.

We've seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the prevailing belief was that big problems
required big government solutions. Of course, this country did
face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken
together, afflicted all of America.

But our pockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply lacked programs that
worked. \\

So we learned a very hard lesson in the '60s. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe that
innovation springs from these fifty laboratories of democracy. I
believe in the inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.

Federalism must be a dynamic partnership if we are to end

that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
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knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.
We will need such a partnership if we are to meet new missions --
to keep expanding opportunity and improving education, to
implement a national transportation strategy, and to fight the
scourge of illegal drug use.

To achieve these goals,‘we must put our trust where it
belongs -- with the people. So it is nof enough to seek a
dynamic partnership betwéen Washington, -and Austin, Atlanta and
Sacramento. We must turn to our families, our schools, our small
businesses. We mustAoffen seek the achievement of public goals
 through private means and individual action -- individual
empowerment. Our partnership must include everyone if we are to
fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is pro-growth, pro-family
and pro-freedom.

We need this dynamic‘partnership to keep America growing.
That's why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be competitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We also need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving --

to implement a national transportation strategy for the 2ist
Century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help
others understand that our transportation strategy is the road to

the future.\\\
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And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the
bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are nof
yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
pass. ((But I am very interested in the outcome. You see, my
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweeping the nation.\\ It's known as Grandma and Grandpa.))\\\
So if COnéress stamps out the power of parents to choose family
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of
my own\\ =-- a veto stamp.\\\

We also want to bring these same principles of choice and
flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. 1I'll
leave it to Roger Porter, my domestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on our education goals and all that we can do together.
Just let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
renewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids' schools; alternative certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not juét thinking along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
education.\\\

Your federation also calls itself pro-ffeedom. What does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to

develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
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not bind them to it -- one generation after another. And it can
only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that complements and expands our
national effort.

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from the bus at night, then fear of crime has stolen
our most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I
offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws as least as tough as the
criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges that confront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, as parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can
lick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dynamic

partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years
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from the states -- those of you who belong %f the American
Legislative Exchange Council, more than Eéiteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance with leade:s from the business
‘community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the people is truly government of the people.

We’ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the prevailing-belief was that big préblems
required big government solutions. Of course, this'country did

face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our.éockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simpiy lacked programs that
worked.\\

So we learned a very hard lesson in the ’‘60s. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe that
innovation springs from these fifty laboratories of democracy. I
"believe in the inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.

Federalism must be a dynamic partnership if we are to end
‘that aée-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.

We will need such a partnership if we are to meet new missions -
- to keep expanding opportunity and improving education, to
implement a national transportation strategy, and to fight the
scourge of illegal drug use. Our partnership must begin with an
accurate account of the depth and scope of our needs that can
only begin with the U.S. Census -- a project that needs your
‘involvement. |

At this momenf, Census Bureau workers are beginning to visit
all addresses from which Census forms have not been received.

Your support is needed to help us get an accurate count of all
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Americans. This will allow Washington to allocate funds for
programs, from housing to health. But more to the point, Census
data will help you make important decisions for your states.

This is all part of the decentralization of government, of
putting our trust where it belongs -~ with the people. So it is
not enough to seek a dynamic partnership between Washington, and
Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. We must turn to our families,
our schools, our small businesses. We must often seek the
achievement of public goals through private means and individual
action -- individual empowerment. Our partnership must include
everyone if we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is
pro-growth, pro-family and pro-freedom.

We need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That'’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be coﬁpetitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunitiés for all.

We alsoc need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
- to implement a national transportation strategy for the 21st
Century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. ‘And so I am asking you to help
others understand that our transportation strategy is the road to
the future.\\\ .
| And, as yéu often stress, we also need to protect the

bedrock institution of American life —-- the family. We are not
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yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
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or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a étamp of
my own\\.-- a veto stamp.\\\ '

We also want to bring these same principles of choice and
flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. 1I’1l1
leave it to Roger Porter, my domestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on our education goals and all that we can do together.
Just. let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
‘renewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schools; alternative‘certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinking along
the same lines. We are wbrking to achieve the same goéls in
education.\\\ |

Your federation also.calls itself pro-freedom. What does
.this mean? .-It means working at the federal and state leveis to
develop ways to liberate peopie from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation after another. And it can

only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
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Task Force fdé doing én excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that complements and expands 6ur
national effort. |

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from the bus'at night, then fear of crime has stolen
ouf moét precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I
offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws ae least as tough as the
criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges that cénfront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, as parochial members of a regiornr, or a faction, or
an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can
iick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership ~- our dynamic
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years‘
ahead. Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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will respond enthusiastically to your position on federalism.
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very successful tenure. And congratulations also to Ellen
Sauerbfey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to come.)) |

((With all the traveling I do, it’s a welcome change of pace
for me‘to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\

In fact, Barbara sayé I spend more time on the road than Charles
Ruralt.))\\\

((And it seems I;m aiWays following John Sununu at every
speechl' As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engineer,\\ and
I'm the caboose.))\\\

It’s great to be back among so many great American leaders
from the states -- those of you who belong to the American
Leglslatlve Exchange Council, more than sixteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from the business
community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the people is truly government of the people.

A We’ve seen fhe wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the prevailing belief was that big problems
required big government solutions; of course, this country did
face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our pockets were often deeper thaﬁ our'thinking. Take
the war on po#erty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal goverﬁment soughf no allies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon.learned whaﬁ this
'strategy4lacked. It lacked an uhderstanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply lacked programs that
worked. \\

So we iearned a very hard lesson in the ’'60s. -Good
intentions can easily go éwry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe that
innovation springs from these fifty laboratories of democracy. I
believe in the inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.

Federalism must be a dynamic partnership if we are to end
that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.

We will need such a partnership if we are to meet new missions -
- to keep expanding opportunity and>improving education, to
implement a national transportation strateqgy, and to fight the
scourge of illegal drug use. Our partnership must begin with an
accurate account of the depth and scope of our needs that can
only begin with the U.S. Census -— a project that needs your
involvement. \ |
| At this moment, Census Bureau workers are beginning to visit
all addresses from which Census: forms have not been-received.

Your support is needed to help us get an accurate count of all
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Americans. This will allow Washington to allocate funds for
programs, from housing to health. But more to the péint, Census
data will help'you make important decisions for your states..

This is all part of the decentralization oi government;fof'
putting our trust where it belongs -- with the people. So_it‘is
not enough to seek a dynamic partnership between Washinétoh, and
Austin, Atlanté and Sacramento. We must turn to our families,
our schools, our small businesses. We must often seek the
achievement of public goals through private meanéAand"individuél
action.—- individual empo&erﬁent. Our partnership must include
everyone if we are to fulfill our agendé —- an agenda that is
pro-growth, pro-family and pro-freedom.

vWe need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’s why Congreés must pass a cut in the capital gains tak this
_year. For Ameriéa to be competitive, we need to invesf money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We alsc need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
- to implement a national transportation strategy for the 21st
Century. Yoﬁ understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help
othe;é understand that our transportation strateqgy is the road to
the future.\\\

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect- the

bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are not
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yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
pass. ((But I am very interested in the outcome. You see, my
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweepiﬁg the nation.\\ 1It’s known as Grandma and Grandpa;))\\\ -
So.if Congress stamps out the pbwar.of paients to chooée famil&'
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of
my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\\ '

We also want to bring these same principléé of choice and
flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. I'11
leave it to Roger Porter, my doﬁestic policy advisor, t¢.fully
‘brief you on our education goals and all that we can do together.
Just let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
renewed excellence to Amefican edudation, I am also looking to
you forvadvice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
éupporting open énrdllment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schools; alternative certification to let
"the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinking along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
education.\\\

Your federation also calls itself pro-freedom. What does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to
develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation”afte; énother. And it can

only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse



5
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that complements and expands our -
national effort.

And finally, Americans musﬁ be free from fear. When honest
working people aré afraid to go to the cornerygrocery store, or
to walk home from thé bvs at night, -then fear of crime has stolen
our most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -~ the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I.
offered my crime‘package last year. Congress has, t6 its credit,
approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws ae least as tough as the
criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end.of the century, these challenges that éénfront '
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, as parochial members of é regionn, or a faction, ér
an*inte;est group. But by working together; as Americans, we can
lick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dynamic
partnership -~- and look forward to working with you in the yééég _
ahead. Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGIS. EXCHANGE COUNCIL, Rm. 450
Friday, April 27, 1990 ((Timse))

((Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you on completing a
very successful tenure. And congratulations also to Ellen
Sauerbrey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to cgme.))

((With all the traveling I do, it’s a welcome changéwof_pace
for me to be making an appearance so close to the Wést.Wing;\\
In fact, Barbara says I spend more time on the road than Charles
Kuralt.))\\\

((And it seems I'm always following John Sununu at every
speech. As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engineer,\\ and
I'm the caboose.))\\\

It’s great to be back among so many great American leaders
from the states -- those of you who belong to the American
. Legislative Exchange Council, more than sixteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from the business
community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the péople is truly government of the people.

We’ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
agaih, In the 1960s, the prevailing belief was that big problems
required big government solutions. Of course, this coﬁntry did
face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our pockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply lacked programs that
worked.\\

So we learned a very hard lesson in the ‘60s. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe in the
inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.\\ I am a
federalist.\\\

Federalism is a dynamic partnership, one we need if we are
to end that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.
And we will need such a partnership if we are to meet new
missions -- to keep expanding opportunity and improving
education, to implement a national transportation plan and to

fight the scourge of illegal drug use.

As we learn to decentralize decision-making in government,
we are also learning to put our trust where it belongs -- with
the people. So it is not enough to seek a dynamic partnership
between Washington, and Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. We must
turn to our families, our schools, our small businesses. We must

often seek the achievement of public goals through private means
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INSET FOR ALEC SPEECH

(Recommended place of insertion: page 2, after the third full
paragraph, i.e., after ". . . fight the scourge of illegal
drugs."

I would ask your help in a project of mutual concern, one
that is now at a crucial stage -- the 1990 Census. Census Bureau
workers are now beginning to visit all addresses from which
Census forms have not been received. Your support, your voice is
needed with your constituents to help us obtain a complete and
accurate count of all Americans. And each of you will, of
course, soon be using the Census data in the important
reapportionment decisions that the states will make.
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and individual action. Our partnership must include everyone if

‘we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is pro-growth,

pro-family and pro-freedom.

We need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’'s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be competitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We also need a dyhamic partnership to keep America ﬁoving -
- to implement a national transportation plan for the 21st
century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help
others understand that our transportation plan is the road to the
future.\\\

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the
bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are not

yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will

" pass. ((But I am very interested in the outcome. You see, my

grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweeping the nation.\\ It’s known as Grandma and Grandpa.))\\\
So if Congress stamps out the power of parents to choose family ‘
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of

my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\\

We also want to bring these same principles of choice and

flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. I’ll
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leave it to Roger Porter, my domestic poliéy advisor, to fully
brief you on our'educatiOn goals and all that we can do together.
Just let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
ienewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schools; alternative certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinking along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
education.\\\

Your federation also calls itself pro-freedom. What does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to
develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation after another. And it can
only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that complements and expands our
national effort.

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from thé—bus at night, then fear of crime has stolen
ouf most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom ~- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I

offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
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approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
bofficers. But too much work remﬁins unfinished on the rest of my
" crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws as least as tough as the

criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: 2as
we near the end of the century, these challenges that confront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, as parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can
lick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted 1£ may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dynamic
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years
ahead. . Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.




Q—\%MWGL Documentho_1 3 S QI (o

JUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

RRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: 10:00 AM 4/25/90
@t() (UC aﬂ yy, \CTION/CONCURRE U

C{ ’ 'ESS: AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL
~+uke TO Lcoruy

ACTION FYI _ ACTION  FYI
a0 o MCCLURE -——9/ 0
O o NEWMAN w =
o o PORTER « O
W' v ROGICH o o
« o UNTERMEYER o o
L B
CICCONI | G/ TON a
DEMAREST &/ 0 Y;NW !/ g
FITZWATER o & w v o
GRAY ¢ o PENNETT & o«
HAGIN o a I 0 O
RMKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Room 122,
ext. 2930, no later than 10:00 AM, WEDNESDAY, April 25, 1990, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

/\/o Co mment 7%4/79

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



Document No. \3 ioab

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:_4/24/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: 10:00 AM 4/25/90

susJecT: PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL

ACTION FYI ‘ ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 o MCCLURE o
SUNUNU a o NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT o o PORTER N/C. o
DARMAN @ o ROGICH v o
BATES v O UNTERMEYER o O
-2V v —u]
CICCONI a & TON —?
DEMAREST v o YinksRrTON 0
FITZZWATER o & BosSKIN vie o o
GRAY B/ o M’TN](’/ & O
HAGIN o O o O

RET]KS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Room 122,
ext. 2930, no later than 10:00 AM, WEDNESDAY, April 25, 1990, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



Lo
@ oS ‘)S* fo i
U\,ﬂ/’ Davis/Martin

. Dates 4/16/90
.08 Titles ALEC
1580 KPR 23 P T Draft: Two

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGIS. EXCHANGE COUNCIL, Rm. 450
Friday, April 27, 1990 ((Time))

((Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you on completing a
very successful tenure. And congratulations also to Ellen
Sauerbrey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to come.))

((With all the traveling I do, it’s a welcome change of pace
for me to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\
In fact, Barbara says I spend more time on the road than Charles
Kuralt.))\\\

((And it seems I'm always following John Sununu at every
speech. As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engineer,\\ and
I'm the caboose.))\\\

It’s great to be back among so many great American leaders
from the states -- those of you who belong to the American
. Legislative Exchange Council, more than sixteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from the business
community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the people is truly government of the people.

We’ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the prevailing belief was that big problems
required big government solutions. Of course, this country did
face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our pockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply lacked programs that
worked.\\

So we learned a very hard lesson in the ’'60s. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe in the
inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.\\—I-am-a-
federalist.\\\-

Federalism(gg«g’g;iamic partnership, one-weneed if we are
to end that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.
And we will need such a partnership if we are to meet new
missions -- to keep expanding opportunity and improving
education, to implement a national transportation Eizﬁﬂgid to
fight the scourge of illegal drug use.

As we learn to decentralize decision-making in government,
we are also learning to put our trust where it belongs -- with
the people. So it is not enough to seek a dynamic partnership
between Washington, and Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. We must
turn to our families, our schools, our small businesses. We must

often seek the achievement of public goals through private means
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and individual action. Our partnership must include everyone if
we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is pro-growth,
pro-family and pro-freedom.

We need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be competitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We also need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -

strateg
- to implement a national transportation-plan for the 21st
’gfntury. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help

sheateg Y
others understand that our transportation plan-is the road to the

future.\\\

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the
bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are not
yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
" pass. ((But I am very interested in the outcome. You see, my
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweeping the nation.\\ 1It’s known as Grandma and Grandpa.))\\\
So if Congress stamps out the power of parents to choose family
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of

my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\\
We also want to bring these same principles of choice and

flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. 1I'l1l
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leave it ﬁo Roger Porter, my domestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on our‘education goals and all that we can do together.
Just let me say that as I work with the goverhors to bring
renewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schoolé; alternative certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay, -~
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinkihg along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
educqtion.\\\

Your federation aiso calls itself pro-freedom. What does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to
develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation after another. And it can
only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that complements and expands our
national effort.

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from thé—bus at night, then fear of crime has stolen
ouf most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I

offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
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approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws as least as tough as the
criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges that confront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans,-as parochial members of a region, or a faction, or

an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can

. 1lick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply

rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dymamic
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years
ahead. Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGIS. EXCHANGE COUNCIL, Rm. 450
Friday, April 27, 1990 ((Time))

((Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you on completing a
very successful tenure. And congratulations also to Ellen
Sauerbrey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to come.))

((With all the traveling I do, it’s a welcome change of pace
for me to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\
In fact, Barbara says I spend more time on the road than Charles
Kuralt.))\\\

((And it seems I'm always following John Sununu at every
speech. As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engineer,\\ and
I'm the caboose.))\\\

It’s great to be back among so mahy great American leaders
from the states -- those of you who belong to the American
. Legislative Exchange Council, more than sixteen hundred strong.
As state leéders, in alliance with leaders from the business
- community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the people is truly government of the people.

We’ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the prevailing belief was that big problems
required big government soiutions. Of course, this country did
face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our pockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply lacked programs that
worked. \\

So we learned a very hard lesson in the ’‘60s. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe in the
inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.\\ I am a
federalist.\\\

Federalism is a dynamic partnership, one we need if we are .
to end that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.
And we will need such a partnership if we are to meet new
missions -- to'keep expanding opportunity and improving
education, to implement a national transportation plan and to
fight the scourge of illegal drug use.

As we learn to decentralize decision-making in government,
we are also learning to put our trust where it belongs -- with
the people. So it is not enough to seek a dynamic partnership
befween Washington, and Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. We must
turn to our families, our schools, our small businesses. We must

often seek the achievement of public goals through private means
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and individual action. Our partnership must include everyone if
we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is pro-growth, '
pro-family and pro-freedom.

We need this dyﬁamic partnership to keep America growing.
That'’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be competitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We also need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
- to implement a national transportation plan for the 21st
century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help
others understand that our transportation plan is the road to the
future.\\\

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the
bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are not
yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
" pass. ((But I am very interested in the outcome. You see, my
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweeping the nation.\\ 1It’s known as Grandma and Grandpa.))\\\
So i1f Congress stamps out the power of parents to choose family
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of
my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\\

We also want to bring these same principles of choice and

flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. 1I'l1
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leave it to Roger Porter, my domestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on our‘education goals and all that we can do together.
Just let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
renewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schools; alternaﬁive certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinking along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
education.\\\

Your federation also calls itself pro-freedom. What does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to
develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation after another. And it can
only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that complements and expands our
national effort.

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to Qo to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from théﬁbus at night, then fear of crime.has stolen
ouf most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I

offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
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approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws as least as tough as the

criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges that confront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve themn.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, as parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can
lick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dymnamic
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years

ahead. Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
April 25, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: JIM PINKERTON}}:>

SUBJECT: A.L.E.C. Draft Speech

A truly fine draft that will help puncture the canard
that federalism is a means for the Federal government to
slough off responsibility. The draft ably points out that
federalism is a form of the decentralization of authority
and decision making that i§ sweeping the country and the
world.

We would only suggest that this connection be made
explicit -- it is a point of pride for Americans that we
have been at the decentralization game for over 200 years;
and that, in addition to choice and flexibility (how about
adding "individual empowerment"?), which are mentioned as
virtues of federalism, we also mention the role of

federalism in promoting innovation -- the idea that the
states are the "laboratories of democracy." /
Hit# -

™
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE:_4/24/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: _10:00 AM 4/25/90

susJecT: PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL

ACTION FYI _ ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o o MCCLURE O
SUNUNU o o NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT o o PORTER w O
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REMARKS: N

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Room 122,
ext. 2930, no later than 10:00 AM, WEDNESDAY, April 25, 1990, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: )J&(/ W

o

cS il James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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- PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGIS. EXCHANGE COUNCIL, Rm. 450

Friday, April 27, 1990 ((Time))

((Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you'on completing a
very.successful tenure. And congratulations also to El;en
Sauerbrey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to come.))

((With all the traveling I do, it’s a welcome change of pace

for me to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\

In fact, Barbara says I spend more time on the road than Charleé
Kuralt.))\\\

((And it seems I'm always following John Sununu at every
speech. As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engineer,\\ and
I'm the caboose.))\\\

It's great to be back among so many great American leaders

from the states -- those of you who belong to the American

. Legislative Exchange Council, more than sixteen hundred strong.

As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from the business
coﬁmunity, you are proving every day that government closest to
the people is truly government of the people.

We’ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the prevailing belief was that big problems
required big government solutions. Of course, this coﬁntry did
face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our pockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply lacked programs that
worked.\\

So we learned a very hard lesson in the ‘60s. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe in the
inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.\\ I am a
federalist.\\\

Federalism is a dynamic partnership, one we need if we are
to end that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.
And we will need such a partnership if we are to meet new
missions -- to keep expanding opportunity and improving

5*"3‘*% \A_ytu

education, to implement a national transportation -plan- and to .y
fight the scourge of illegal drug use. .
As we learn to decentralize decision-making in government,
we are also learning to put our trust where it belongs -- with
the people. So it is not enough to seek a dynamic partnership
between Washington, and Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. We must

turn to our families, our schools, our small businesses. We must

often seek the achievement of public goals through private means
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and individual action. Our partnership must include everyone if
we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is pro-growth,
pro-family and pro-freedom.

We need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be competitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We also need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
- to implement a national transportationﬁggzgﬁaor the 21st Mh#b—Lo
eentury. You understand that leadership must begin with those e
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help e

\ D

sé-ra*‘g 9

others understand that our transportation plan is the road to the %}3’

future.\\\

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the
bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are not
yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
" pass. ((But I am very interested in the outcome. You see, my
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweeping the nation.\\ It’s known as Grandma and Grandpa.))\\\
So if Congress stamps out the power of parents to choose family
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of

my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\)\
We also want to bring these same principles of choice and

flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. 1I’1ll
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~ leave it to Roger Porter, my domestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on our‘education goals and all that we can do together.
Just let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
renewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schools; alternative certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinking along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
education.\\\

Your federation also calls itself pro-freedom. What does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to
develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation after another. And it can
only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that complements and expands our
national effort.

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from théﬂbus at night, then fear of crime has_stolen
ouf most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to pfotect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I

offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
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approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains uﬁfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concernsvviolent crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws as least as tough as the-
criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges that confront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, és parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can
~lick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dynamic
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years

ahead. Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM \/

DATE: 4/24/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: 10:00 AM 4/25/90
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Room 122,
ext. 2930, no later than 10:00 AM, WEDNESDAY, April 25, 1990, with
a copy to my office. Thank you. ’ﬂ_,f"”"' ey
RESPONSE: / }
/6 K | / |
e s i =
e, James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGIS. EXCHANGE COUNCIL, Rm. 450
Friday, April 27, 1990 ((Time))

((Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you on completing a
very successful tenure. And congratulations élso to Ellen
Sauerbrey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to come.)) )

((With all the traveling I do, it’s a welcome change of pace
for me to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\
In fact, Barbara says I spend more time on the road than Charles
Kuraltﬂ))\\\

((And it seems I'm always following John Sununu at every
speech. As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engineer,\\ and
I'm the caboose.))\\\

It’'s great to be back among so many great American leaders
from the states -- those of YOu who belong to the American
. Legislative Exchange Council, more thaﬁ sixteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from the business
community, you are proving every day.that government closest to
the people is truly government of the people.

We’ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. 1In the 1960s, the prevailing belief was that big problems
required big government solutions. Of course, this country did
face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our pockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply lacked programs that
worked. \\

So we learned a very hard lesson in the ‘60s. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe in. the
inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.\\ I am a
federalist.\\\

Federalism is a dynamic partnership, one we need if we are .
to end that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills; poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.
And we will need such a partnership if we are to meet new
missions -- to keep expanding opportunity and improving
education, to implement a national transportation plan and to
fight the scourge of illegal drug use.

As we learn to decentralize decision-making in government,
we are also learning to put our trust where it belongs -- with
the people. So it is not enough to seek a dynamic partnership
befween Washington, and Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. ‘We must
turn to our families, our schools, our small businesses. We must

often seek the achievement of publiq'goals through private means
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and individual action. Our partnership must include everyone if
we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is pro-growth,
pro-family and pro-freedom.

We need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be competitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We also need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
- to implement a naﬁional transportation plan for the 21st
century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help
others understand that our transportation plan is the road to the
future.\\\

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the
bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are not
yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
" pass. ((But I am very:interested in the outcome. You see, my
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweeping the nation.\\ It’s known as Grandma and Grandpa.))\\\
So if Congress stamps bﬁt the power of parents to choose family
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of
my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\\

We aléo want to bring these same principles of choice and

fiexibility to the way in which we educate our children. 1I‘ll
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leave it to Roger Porter, my domestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on our‘education goals and all that we can do together.
"Just let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
renewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schools; alternative certification to let
the talented share their knowiedge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinking along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
education.\\\

Your federation also calls itself pro-freedom. What does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to
develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation after another. And it can
only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that complements and expands our
national effort.

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from thé—bus at night, then fear of crime has stolen
ouf'most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I

offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
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approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws as least as tough as the
criminals we convict.\\\ |

Crime and i;legal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges that confront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, as parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest groué. But by working together, as Americans, we can
lick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dymnamic
partnership -- and look forﬁard to working with you in the years
ahead. Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Room 122,
ext. 2930, no later than 10:00 aM, WEDNESDAY, April 25, 1990, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:
See Comment. Thanks.

Holly Williamso

¢ ; & James W. Cicconi
il Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

4-25-90

Chriss:

Cabinet Affairs has no comment,

other than the insert from Michael
Jackson on the census. He is working
on that and will have it to you

later today (probably shortly after
lunch).

Thanks.

Holly Williamson“ﬂd

re: Presidential Remarks: American
Legislative Exchange Council



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON V/

April 24, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A%/
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: American Legislative

Exchange Council

We have reviewed the attached draft and have no suggested
changes from a policy standpoint. We approve of the draft
remarks in their current form.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Room 122

ext. 2930, no later than 10:00 AM, WEDNESDAY, Aprll 25, 1990, w1th
a copy to my office. Thank you. . '

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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. PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGIS. EXCHANGE COUNCIL, Rm. 450
Priday, April 27, 1990 ((Time))

((Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you on éompleting a
very successful tenure. Ahd congratulations also to Elien
vséuerbrey,'soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to come.))

((With all the traveling I do,'it's a welcome change of pace
for me to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\
In fact, Ba;baraisays I gpgnq @ore_time'qn.the_rqad”phan_Charles
Kuralt. )')\\'\ " ” .

((And it seems I’'m alwaYs following John Sununu at every
speech. As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engineer,\\ and
I'm the caboose.))\\\

It’s great to be back among so many great American leaders
from the states -- those of you who belong to the American
. Legislative Exchange Cbuncil, more than sixteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance wi;h leaders from the business
community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the people is tfuly government of the people: |

We’'ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time -and
again. In the 1960s, the prévailing belief wés‘that big problems
required big government solutions. Of course, this country did
face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

‘together, afflicted all of America.
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'But our pockets ﬁsre often deeper than our‘thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government ssught nolallies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the probleﬁs. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply lacked programs that |
worked.\\

So we learned a very hard lesson in the ‘60s. Good
inten;ions can easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I belieie in. the
inherent wisdom and leadership of.the states.\\ I am a -
federalist.\\\ '

Federalism is a dynamic partnership, one we need;if we are .
to end that age-old_affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty 6f
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportﬁnity, poverty of hops.'
And we will.need such a partnership if we are to meet new
missions -- to keep expandihg opportunity ahd improving
education, to implement a national transportation plan and to
fight the scourge of illegal drug use.

As we learn to decentralize decision-making in government,
we are also learning to put our trust where it belosgs -- with
the people. So it is not enough to seek a dynamic partnership
befween Washington, and Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. We must
turn to ouf families, our schools, our small businesses, We must

often seek the achievement of public goals through private means
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and individual action. Our partﬁership must include everyone if
. we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is pro-growth,
pro-family and pro-freedom. |

We need this dymamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America ﬁo be compétitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, dénerating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We also need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
- to implement a national transportation plan for the 21st
century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our_transportatibn problems -- the states. You ‘
-understand that the states desefve a greater éay_ih how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help
others understand that our transpoitation plan is the road to the
future.\\\

| And, as you often stress, we also need t6 protect the

bedrock institution of AmericanAlife -- the family. We are not
yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
" pass. ((But I am very interested in the outcome. You see, my .
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is _
sweeping the nation.\\ 1It’s known as Grandma and Grandpa.))\\\
So if Congress stamps out the power of parents to choose family
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of
my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\\

We also want to bring these same principles of choice and

flekibility to the way in which we educate our children. 1I'11
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leave it to Roger Porter, my domestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on our‘education goals and ali that we can do together.
Just let mé say that as I work with the governors to bring
renewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you.for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schools} alternative certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinking along

the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in

‘education.\\\

Your federation also calls itself pro-freedom. What does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels ﬁo
develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation after another. And it can
only mean freedom from'druga.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse '
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that complements and expénds our
national effort. |

 and finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are'afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from thé-bus at night, then fear. of crime ﬁas stolen
ouf'most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
fhié freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I

offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
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approved new pfison space and more federal law enforcement
officers.: But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime. Once
aéain, I call on Congress to pﬁsa laws as least as tough as thé

criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges that confront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve themn.
And they are -~ if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans,.as parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest grdup, But by working together, as Americans, we clﬁ
- lick any problem --‘'no matter how big, how complex or how dééply
rooted it may be. | '
| That is why I value our partnership -- our dynamic
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years
ahead. Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Room 122,
ext. 2930, no later than 10:00 AM, WEDNESDAY, April 25, 1990, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:
3 4/24/90

I recommend the deletion on p. 2 of the line "I am a federalist."

Andy Card

James W. Cicconi
7 ta * 7 Assistant to the President
* ¥ and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGIS. EXCHANGE COUNCIL, Rm. 450
Friday, April 27, 1990 ((Time))

((Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you on completing a
very successful tenure. And congratulations also to Ellen
Sauerbrey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to come.))

((With all the traveling I do, it’s a welcome change of pace
for me to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\
In fact, Barbara says I spend more time on the road than Charles
Kuralt.))\\\

((And it seems I'm always following John Sununu at every
'speech; As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engineer,\\ and
I'm the caboose.))\\\

It’'s great to be back among so many great American leaders
from the states -- those of you who belong to the American
. Legislative Exchange Council, more than sixteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from.the business
community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the people is truly government of the people.

We’ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the prevailing belief was that big problems
required big government solutions. Of course, this country did
face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our pockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federalngovernment sought no allies, énd
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply léckedjprogfams that
worked. \\ |

So we learned a very hard lesson in the ’Gds. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the federal gojernment neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it élain ;nd simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. iI believe in. the
inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.\\ —Zf—ama—

—~federalist)\\ .

Federalism is a dynamic partnership, one we need if we are .
to end thét age-old affliction of mankind, poverty --‘poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.
And we will need such a partnership if we are to meet new
missions -- to keep expanding opportunity and improving
education, to implement a national transportation plan and to
fight the scourge of illegal drug use.

As we learn to decentralize decision-making in government,
we are also learning to put our trust where it belongs -- with
the people. So it is not enough to seek a dynamic partnership
befween Washington, and Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. We must
turn to our families, our schools, our small businesses. We must

often seek the achievement of public goals through private means
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and individual action. Our partnership must include everyone if
we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is pro-growth,
pro-family and pro-freedam.

We need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be competitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We also need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
- to implement a national transportation plan for the 21st
century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help
others understand that our transportation plan is the road to the
future.\\\

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the
bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are not
yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
" pass. ((But I am very interested in the outcome. You see, my
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweeping the nation.\\ It’s known as Grandma and Grandpa.))\\\
So 1f Congress stamps out the power of parents to choose family
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of
my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\\

We also want to bring these same principles of choice and

flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. 1I‘ll
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leave it to Roger Porter, my domestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on ourleducation goals and all that we can do together.
- Just let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
renewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your fedération is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schools; alternative certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinking along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
education.\\\

Your federation also calls itself pro-freedom. what does.
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to
develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation after énother. And it can
only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
realistic recommendations that complements and expands our
national effort.

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from thé-bus at night, then fear of crime has stolen
ouf most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I

offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
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approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime.. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws as least as tough as the

criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges that confront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, as parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can
lick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dynamié
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years
ahead. Thank yoﬁ, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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WASHINGTON

April 24, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
Deputy Assistant to the President for
Communications

FROM: BRENT 0. HATCH(PO¥
Associate Counsel to the President

SUBJECT: Presidential Address: American Legislative
Exchange Council

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential
remarks. We have no legal objections.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this matter.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Room 122,
ext. 2930, no later than 10:00 AM, WEDNESDAY, April 25, 1990, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGIS. EXCHANGE COUNCIL, Rm. 450
Friday, April 27, 1990 ((Time))

( (Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you on completing a
very successful tenure. And congratulations also to Ellen
Sauerbrey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to come.)) '

((With all the traveling I do, it’s a welcome change of pace
for me to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\
In fact, Barbara says I spend more time on the road than Charles
Ruralt.))\\\ '

((And it seems I'm always following John Sununu at every
~speech. As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engineer,\\ and
I'm the caboose.))\\\

It’s great to be back among so many great American leaders
from the states -- those of you who belong to the American
. Legislative Exchange Council, more than sixteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from the business
community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the people is truly government of the people.

We’ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the prevailing belief was that bigliroblems
required big government solutions. Of course, this coﬁntry did
face véry real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our pockets ﬁere often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies, and
followed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the probiems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it simply lacked_progfams that
worked. \\

So we learned'a very hard lesson in the ’60s. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe in the
inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.\\ I am a
federalist.\\\

Federalism is a dynamic partnership, one we need if we are
to end that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.
And we will need such a partnership if we are to meet new
missions -- to keep expanding opportunity and improving
education, to implement a national transportation plan and to
fight the scourge of illegal drug use.

As we learn to decentralize decision-making in government,
we are also learning to put.our trust where it belongs -- with
the people. So if is not enough to seek a dynamic partnership
between Washington, and Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. ‘We must
turn to our families, our schools, our small businesses. We must

often seek the achievement of public goals through private means
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and individual action. Our partnership must include everyone if
we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is pro-growth,
pro-family and p:o-freedam. '

We need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be competitive, we need to invest money in
productive uses, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We also need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
- to implement a national transportation plan for the 21st
century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help
others understand that our transportation plan is the road to the
future.\\\

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the
bedrock institution of American life -- the family. We are not
yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
" pass. ((But I am very interested in the outcome. You see, my
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweeping the nation.\\ 1It’s known as Grandma and Grandpa.))\\\
So if Congress atamps out the power of parents to choose family
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a_stamp of
my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\\

We also want to bring these same principles of choice and

flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. 1I'11
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leave it to Roger Porter, my doﬁestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on our‘education goals and all that we can do together.
. Just let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
renewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supportiné open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kidé' schools; alternative certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability fof all. So we are not just thinking along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
education.\\\

Your federation also calls itself pro-freedom. What does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to
develop ways tolliberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation after another. And it can
only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
- realistic recommendations that complements and expands our
national effort.

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are_afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from the.bus at night, then fear of crime.hqs stolen
our most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I

offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
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approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of ny
crime package, the portion that concerns violent crime.' Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws as least as tough as the

criminals we convict.\\\

Crimg and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of ;he century, these challenges that confront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, as parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can
lick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dynamic
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years
ahead. Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.
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REMARKS: -

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Room 122,
ext. 2930, no later than 10:00 AM, WEDNESDAY, April 25, 1990, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

=
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James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AMERICAN LEGIS. EXCHANGE COUNCIL, Rm. 450
Friday, April 27, 1990 ((Time))

((Frank Messersmith, congratulations to you on completing a
very successful tenure. And congratulations also to Ellen
Sauerbrey, soon to become your new President.)) ((Other
acknowledgements to come.)) |

((With all the traveling I do, it’s a welcome change of pace
for @e to be making an appearance so close to the West Wing.\\
In fact, Barbara says I spend more time on the road than Charles
Kuralt.))\\\

((And it seems I'm always following John Sununu at every
speech. As one of my grandkids said, he’s the engineer,\\ and
I'm the caboose.))\\\

It’s great to be back among so many great American leaders
from the states -- those of you who belong to the American
. Legislative Exchange Council, more than sixteen hundred strong.
As state leaders, in alliance with leaders from the business
community, you are proving every day that government closest to
the‘people is truly government of the people.

We’ve seen the wisdom of federalism vindicated time and
again. In the 1960s, the prevailing belief was that big problems
required big government solutions. Of course, this country did
face very real problems -- private heartaches that, taken

together, afflicted all of America.
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But our pockets were often deeper than our thinking. Take
the war on poverty as the prime example. This was a unilateral
war in which the federal government sought no allies, and
féllowed only one strategy. And we soon learned what this
strategy lacked. It lacked an understanding of the problems. It
lacked flexibility. And often, it'simply lacked programs that
worked. \\

So we learned a very hard lesson in the ’60s. Good
intentions can easily go awry if the federal government neglects
state and local governments. So let me say it plain and simple:
I am a follower of the Jeffersonian tradition. I believe in. the
inherent wisdom and leadership of the states.\\ I am a
federalist.\\\ qu¢(6<>

Federalism =8 a dynamic partnership, -ene-we-need if we are
to end that age-old affliction of mankind, poverty -- poverty of
knowledge and skills, poverty of opportunity, poverty of hope.
And we will need such a partnership if we are to meet new
missions -- to keep expanding opportunity and improving
education, to implement a national transportation plan and to
fight the scourge of illegal drug use.

As we learn to decentralize decision-making in government,
we are also learning to put our trust where it belongs -- with
the people. So it is not enough to seek a dynamic partnership
befween Washington, and Austin, Atlanta and Sacramento. We must
turn to our families, our schools, our small bﬁsinesses. We must

often seek the achievement of public goals through private means
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and individual action. Our partnership must include everyone if
we are to fulfill our agenda -- an agenda that is pro-growth,
pro-family and pro-freedom.

We need this dynamic partnership to keep America growing.
That’s why Congress must pass a cut in the capital gains tax this
year. For America to be competitive, we need to invest money in
productive useé, generating new jobs and opportunities for all.

We also need a dynamic partnership to keep America moving -
- to implement a national transportation plan for the 21st
century. You understand that leadership must begin with those
closest to our transportation problems -- the states. You
understand that the states deserve a greater say in how our
transportation dollars are spent. And so I am asking you to help
others understand that our transportation plan is the road to the
future.\\\

And, as you often stress, we also need to protect the
bedrock institution of American life -~ the family. We are not
yet certain what kind of child-care legislation Congress will
" pass. ((But I am very interested in the outcome. You see, my
grandkids often enjoy a certain kind of child care that is
sweeping the nation.\\ It’s known as Grandma and Grandpa.))\\\
So if Congress stamps out the power of parents to choose family
or church-affiliated child-care, I will give this bill a stamp of

my own\\ -- a veto stamp.\\\

We also want to bring these same principles of choice and

flexibility to the way in which we educate our children. 1I’ll
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1eave'it to Roger Porter, my domestic policy advisor, to fully
brief you on ourleducation goals and all that we can do together.
Just let me say that as I work with the governors to bring
renewed excellence to American education, I am also looking to
you for advice, support and leadership.

And when it comes to leadership, your federation is already
supporting open enrollment plans to give parents choice in
selecting their kids’ schools; alternative certification to let
the talented share their knowledge; and finally -- merit pay,
with accountability for all. So we are not just thinking along
the same lines. We are working to achieve the same goals in
education.\\\

~ Your federation also calls itself pro-freedom. what does
this mean? It means working at the federal and state levels to
develop ways to liberate people from dependency on government,
not bind them to it -- one generation after another. And it can
only mean freedom from drugs.\\\ I commend your Substance Abuse
Task Force for doing an excellent job in devising a set of tough,
fealistic recommendations that complements and expands our
national effort.

And finally, Americans must be free from fear. When honest
working people are afraid to go to the corner grocery store, or
to walk home from thé-bus at night, then fear of crime has stolen
ouf most precious possession -- our liberty. It is to protect
this freedom -- the freedom to safely walk the streets -- that I

offered my crime package last year. Congress has, to its credit,
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approved new prison space and more federal law enforcement
officers. But too much work remains unfinished on the rest of my
crime package, the portion that concerns vioient crime. Once
again, I call on Congress to pass laws as least as tough as the

criminals we convict.\\\

Crime and illegal drug use, transportation, education: As
we near the end of the century, these challenges that confront
our nation sometimes seem bigger than our ability to solve: them.
And they are -- if we act only as partisan Democrats or
Republicans, as parochial members of a region, or a faction, or
an interest group. But by working together, as Americans, we can
lick any problem -- no matter how big, how complex or how deeply
rooted it may be.

That is why I value our partnership -- our dynamic
partnership -- and look forward to working with you in the years
ahead. Thank you, God bless you and may God bless the United

States of America.




