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‘THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release .April 6, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO AMERICAN SOCIETY OF NEWSPAPER EDITORS

The J.W. Marriott Hotel
Washington, D.C.

2:30 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: To President Ghiglione and distinguished

‘guests, thank you very much. It's a pleasure to be here. I see

Hans-Dietrich Genscher here, the Foreign Minister of the Federal ,
Republic of Germany. And I want to single him out and salute him and
tell him how much I value the most cordial relations between the
government of the Federal Republic and the government of the United
States of America. And this man has done an awful lot to make those
relations better.

So Hans Dietrich, glad to see you here, sir. (Applause.)

You all understand our system, so I'm looking around to
see if I see any members of Congress to salute. (Laughter.) But
they adjourned and have all taken off for some exotic place, I'm
sure. But I am told that the Governor of the State of Michigan is
here, or was to be here. But if he is, I want to pay my respects to
Governor Blanchard and all the distinguished guests.

Look, my remarks will be short. After all, ours is the
Information Age, so I thought I'd leave sufficient time for questions
and answers. But let me just talk for a few minutes about how, as
information travels from one place to another in the blink of an eye,
our world has become even smaller -- so that what happens in
Texarkana affects Tokyo of Tbilisi. Like you, I find the Information
Age fascinating. Its consequences are many. From the growing global
demand for a safe and clean environment to nations uniting against
the scourge of crime and drugs, the Information Age has helped A
liberty spread from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe -- what
I call the Revolution of '89.

For, as people come to know more of the free world, they
demand their own world of freedom -- free elections, free markets,

free will unhampered by the state.

As you know, I met this morning with Foreign Minister
Shevardnadze, and Lithuania was the key point of discussion. I
reiterated the strong United States view that the issue must be dealt
with through peaceful means. And we support the right of the
Lithuanian people to self-determination. We have never recognized
the forcible incorporation of the Baltic States into the Soviet
Union. And I told Minister Shevardnadze that this is an issue that
could adversely affect the prospects for progress in these important
U.S.-Soviet relations.

And I urged the Soviet Union to begin a good-faith
dialogue with Lithuania. We want, and we believe the Soviets want to
make further progress in U.S.-Soviet relations. And we're working
toward important agreements in the area of arms control and to make
progress on human rights, and the solution of these regional
conflicts. I asked him to convey to President Gorbachev that I am
looking forward to his visit to the United States at the end of May.
This is an important time for discussion and dialogue.
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America's newspapers, of course, will report the news of
this morning's meeting, just as they have for centurles, telling the
truth, informing the public as fairly and responsibly as possible,
and 1ett1ng the chips fall where they may. And I know that the best
-example of today's Information Age will continue to be a free press.

What makes the Revolution of '89 so unprecedented is that
at last, an increasing number of foreign journalists are also free,
as well as able to write the truth without censorship or without fear
-- reporters, commentators and editors abroad who have gone from
instruments of the state to servants of the people.

Let me take a moment to note one journalist who is not
free and who is in our thoughts. Of course, I'm talking about Terry
Anderson. And we hope and pray that he will soon be free. And he, \
more than anyone, would be moved by the men and women who, in 1989
and '90 have upheld the tradition of a courageous free press.

. . In Czechoslovakia, a playwright becomes president. Both
his foreign minister and chief spokesman are former journalists
persecuted by the communist regime for years.

In Colombla, the respected editor of El Espectador is
slaln by assassins. But the murdered editor's brother becomes
publisher and vows to fight, and does. We cannot back down, he says.
A bomb last year injured over 70 employees of that same newspaper,
and most of its facilities were wiped out, totally destroyed. But
the next day, an edition hits the streets =-- printed by a competing
paper's facilities. The front-page headline says, "We will
continue," and they do.

And let me commend those U.S. papers which bought ads in
that paper to show support.

-

-
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And in Nicaragua, Violeta Chamorro. Former editor, wife
of a murdered publisher, becomes president in certifiably free
elections -- president of the land that they love. Freedom of the
press begets freedom of people. This week, our talks with Japan
focused on another aspect of freedom: The ability of people to trade
and invest as they wish. ‘

This morning I read a quote by a Japanese businessman
that demonstrated this point. He was talking about the essence of
private enterprise: competltlon. What the Americans are saying, he
said, about keeping prices low and quality high, they are talking
about democracy.

Last night Japan and the United States released that
interim report on our structural impediments initiative designed to
remove structural barriers to trade in both countries. This SII is a
unique undertaking and reflects enormous amounts of hard work on each
side. The government of Japan and Prime Minister Kaifu -- and I
salute him -- have shown true leadership. And the Prime Minister in
partlcular deserves major credit. He made success on trade and
economic negotiations w1th us his top priority. And in one month, we
have had real success.

o For the first time, Japan has committed to remov1ng a
broad array of structural barriers that constrain trade and impede
imports. For its part, the United States will continue to .address
the structural issues identified by Japan by improving the
competitiveness of our own economy -- because structural problems are
deeply ingrained in both economies.

Complete results will not come quickly, therefore. But
they can and they must come. Neither the Japanese consumer nor the
American people will be convinced that progress is at hand until they
seek concrete results. And this interim report shows not only
substantial progress on trade issues, but is an 1mportant welgh
station leading to a strengthened U.S. -Japanyrelatlonshlp
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The Information Age has served as a catalyst of
cooperation, a conduit of knowledge and an advocate of freedom. As
events of the past year have shown, .the free press represents the

very essence of that age. And you've helped write the first draft of
+history and breathed new life into democracy.

And for that, I thank.you and congratulate you on this
significant anniversary. God bless you all. Many thanks for
inviting me. And now, to the fun part. (Laughter and applause.)

. PRESIDENT GHIGLIONE: The President has agreed to take
questions. As is quite clear, members of the society only may ask
questions. Please step up to.one of the floor mikes and please
identify yourself by your name and newspaper. If I may exercise the
presidential prerogative, Mr. President, and ask the first question.

Given that the experience of the press pool in Panama
again proved that this arrangement  for covering the early stages of a
military action is not working, and given that Secretary Cheney
essentially told this society on Wednesday that the issue is closed,
would you be willing to ask the Secretary to meet with ASNE and other
press representatives to forge a plan that will work? And how soon?
(Laughter.)

THE PRESIDENT: Sure. Knowing Dick Cheney, I expect he'd
welcome such a meeting. But if there's any complications, I 'will
encourage him to do it. And we ought to talk about a wide array of
things on that press pool. I notified the members of Congress at the
time or just before the operation began, and one of them told me that
he'd already received a call from a great paper asking him about

‘this. The person that called him had a compadre on the pool who had

felt free to tell this person about it, and that person had notified
a very important member of Congress before the President could. -

So I think we should have some discussions, and I think
for those who were in the press pool and felt that they weren't given
access, we certainly ought to go the extra mile to see that they get
access when they get there. When you're involved in a combat
situation, I don't need to tell people in this room there are
constraints. But yes, I'd welcome such a meeting, and I'd be very
anxious to hear how it comes out. But I expect Dick will be glad to
do it, and I want to commit my man, Marlin Fitzwater, to attend over
there, too.  Because we are trying. And heaven knows, we can use
some suggestions.

Q Mr. President, this is a follow-up to-a gquestion I
asked you in December here at a meeting of editors =-- (laughter) --
in which your answer was that the United States definitely was not
going to try to pressure Israel to negotiate with the PLO. Some
people seem to see signs now that this government is pressuring
Israel by trying to establish linkages between aid and the Israeli
government's performance. And also, there is speculation that
President Carter's meeting the day before yesterday with Mr. Arafat
and Mr. Mitterrand, at which Mr. Carter was given an oriental rug by
Mr. Arafat, that this had the blessing of your administration.

I wonder 1f you would care. to comment on these speculations.

THE PRESIDENT' Let me -- and if'z miss one why, help ne
out. (Laughter ) On President Carter, he .was not actlng with the
blessing of, nor disapproval of, or anything else of the
administration. He was acting in this meeting on his own. I knew
nothing about it. And certainly; the former President should be free
to do his thing. That's exactly what he's doing.

In terms of pressuring Israel to meet with the PLO, that
is not true, either. And there is no evidence to support the
allegation that I sometimes hear that we are pressuring.

What I would like Israel to do isqte eet‘under the Baker
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Plan and discuss peace. And I'd like to see that happen. And
nobody's tied any aid into that, and for that we get some criticism.
I have no intentioh‘of tying ald into it. But I will keep
reiterating that my support for the Baker plan, the Shamir plan, the
Mubarak plan, all of which are really basically one in the same
thing. But one of Israel's fears was that they would be compelled to
talk to the PLO, and we have made very clear to them in detailed
negotiations that that was not the case.

Did I leave out one part?
Q No, that's all.
THE PRESIDENT: Okay, sir.

Q Rather than asking you something difficult such as
-- about catching bluefish off the Maine coast, let me try to focus
on something simpler, such as the downsizing of the U.S. defense
econony.

What . responsibilities do you think the federal government
has to places like Saco, Kittery and Bath, Maine for retraining and
retooling as the need for guns and ships diminishes?

THE PRESIDENT: I'm a strong believer in the Job Training
Partnership Act. I think the federal government does have a role in
retraining. I think it's been clearly set out by our very able
Secretary of Labor. But I'll say this: One of the most difficult
things there is as you're trying to get control of defense costs is
to close a base, because instantly the most committed dove becomes
. the most flaming hawk if the base is in his or her district.

And what I'm encouraging people to do is to look at
what's happened where bases and facilities have closed, and for the
most part I think you'll find that the economy compensates and takes
care of people. But training should be a very important part of it.
That gets me to the fundamental point that you're not going to get
job opportunlty in a stagnant economy or in an economy that is in
recession. So a fundamental obllgatlon on a President is to keep
this longest peacetime expansion in history going.

But I don't worry too much about the decline -- the
shortfall that -- when a person is put out of work by a defense
contract provided the overall economy is sound, because I think
history shows the economy can absorb an awful lot of people in very
different enterprises.

So we'll keep on trying to close facilities that aren't
needed, don't have prlorlty, and it is very difficult to do that.
But I know this area you're talking about. I think some areas in New
England have been adversely affected, not necessarlly by defense
cuts. But -- and I do think we have a role in job retraining.

Q Will you bring«Gorbachev to Kennebunkport?

THE PRESIDENT: I'm not sure. Well, we haven't made any
determination on that. We've set the dates for this summit and most
of the summit will clearly be in Washington, D.C. But beyond that
the agenda,; the time frame, is _.open. . e

Q After this nation has invaded a sovereign nation --
-Panama -- aren't we belng a little bit hypocritical, telllng the
Soviet Union what to do 1n Lithuania?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so and I don't think we
are telling them what to do. We're telling them what not to do.
(Laughter.) We're telling them what not to do, and that is don't use
force. Do what you, yourselves, say you want to do -- dialogue,
discuss, do not use force, because we have an awful lot at stake in
the U.S.-Soviet relationship. An enormous amount.at stake. It gets.
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into arms control, it gets into human rights, the exodus of Soviet
Jews, it gets into regional questions. And this is a major
relatlonshlp that affects the lives of people all over the world.

I see the able Foreign Minister of the Federal Republic

‘nodding. And I'm not going to violate a confldence, but he points

out to me how 1mportant this relationship is in arms control and on
the peace of an emerglng democratic Europe and everything else. So I
want to keep that going. So we're not dlctatlng or attempting to.

We couldn't do it anyway. But we are saying that we want it to be
peaceful.

Of course, the Panama -- I think that when you see
democracy working and you see the tremendous support for what
happened, you see the will of the people that was expressed in free
democratic elections and then had that will aborted by a dlctator,
why, I think that situation speaks for itself. My only hope is that
we can move briskly forward and help that democracy because the
Congress got out of town w1thout .appropriating the funds that I
wanted to see brought to bear oh’helping the people flnallze and make
more formal their democracy.

Q Mr. President, you refer in your remarks to the

Revolution of 1989, but in Chlna there was what some people would
call a counterrevolutlon. Do you think the Chinese students who are
in this country now have a legitimate fear for their safety if they

return to China? And if you do, are you willing in some more formal
way to guarantee that they will have an indefinite status on their
visas perhaps in the form of the Executive Order you talked about
when you vetoed the congressional legislation on this subject?

THE PRESIDENT: First, I don't know that I know the
answer, but some might. And that's why I took far-reaching action
that went well beyond the Pelosi bill. And I'm confident that it was
the right thing to do." '

You raise a technical questlon that is now being raised
about whether I -- I did say I was going to have an. Executive Order,
and what we had was an Executive Directive from the President. But
I'll tell you what I am going to do. First of all, there are two
provisions out there that I want to expand on. And I will have an
Executive Order, and it will direct the Attorney General to extend
the deferral of enforced departure for Chinese nationals which is
currently scheduled to expire on June 5th. This was not covered
under the Pelosi bill, and it takes care of the hypothesis in your
question. Because we don't want to take a chance on somebody being
mistreated, brutalized if you will. And so I think that will be
helpful.

The second one is, dlrectlng that steps be taken to
alleviate concerns that have arisen recently about the revocation by .
the Chinese government of passports belonging to Chinese nationals.
This is a technical INS, Immlgratlon Nationalization Service question
that's come up. So these two provisions will be in the Executive
Order. And, then, to allay any concerns and some of these
allegations against us, I will put into the Executive Order all of
the provisions that were in the Presidential Directive that we
immediately put into effect and that has been 1mplemented by the
Attorney General. And I think that will certainly convince people,
those that might be skeptical, that I have every intention of keeping
my word. We have kept it by this Presidential Directive. But I did
say Executive Order, so this will formalize it in an official
executive order, fashion. -

Q May I follow up briefly, sir? Would the terms of
whatever this instrument is say that this is open-ended and '
indefinite, or will it be a postponement for a fixed period of time?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, there are a whole bunch of
provisions. This one I referred to will extend it from June 5th to
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1994. I belieVeéiiitls January 1st, 1994.

Q . Good afternoon, Mr. President. On the outside
chance that I would have an opportunity to ask a question today, I
made an impromptu visit with about 30 of our readers, to ask them if
they were here personally, what they might ask you. And almost
invariably, they were concerned about the deficit. Why, they want to
know, does it seem that everybody's talking about it, but nobody
seems to be able to do anything about it?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we're trying to do something about
it. The next move is up to the Congress. Under the law, they should
have budgets by the Budget Committees on April 1lst. Regrettably,
April 1lst has passed, and the Congress has not put their proposal on
the table. But then, when that is done -- and I think the committees
will be addressing themselves to that, both the Budget Committee of
the House, Budget Committee of the Senate -- when they do that, then
there will inevitably follow negotiations that hopefully will lead to
a guarantee of the budget deficit going down. o

But let me take this occasion to tell you one of the
concerns I've got. We've got a lot of people around Washington that
are saying, hey, why don't you raise taxes? Last week alone, we
asked for a supplemental on Nicaragua and Panama and included in
there were $2 billion of spending that we did not request. We asked
for clean air and there were some things we had to give on there that
resulted in a great deal more spending. And there was another =-- one
other provision, one other piece of legislation. I'm trying to think
what it was last week that added -- three pieces of legislation,
substantially to spending.

And so, any agreement to get this budget deficit down is
going to have to have some power in the presidency of somewhere to
guarantee that spending will be reduced. I use the Nicaragua-Panama
as a clean shot. We feel there was an emergency there =-- to help
these two democracies. We went up there with, what I would recall
laser-like approach =-- and you find that the bill is increased by
about $2 billion. So I would like to see this =-- get the deficit
down. Thank God we have a growing economy; ‘the problem would be a
lot worse of we didn't. But that's where it stands, and I think
after you see the -- after I hear from these two committees what the
Congress is willing to do, why, then we can have some serious
negotiation about it. '

Q Mr. President, I'd like to ask a question about
leaks -- not the vegetable. (Laughter.) Last year the Justice
Department decided to take a tough stand on leaks and to aggressively
investigate them with an eye toward prosecution. Since then they've..
launched several unsuccessful leak probes, including one
much-publicized one ~-- cost almost a quarter of a million dollars and
used 11 FBI agents for several months, but proved inconclusive.

Isn't it time to put the taxpayers' money to better use
and lighten up on these investigations?

THE PRESIDENT: That one has been unsuccessful. In that
one, the interests of a member of Congress were severely damaged, I
think, and he felt so. And so a legitimate attempt was undertaken to
try to see that there not be any breaches of this nature. But I'l
tell you this -- chasing down leaks is pretty hard to do -- :
extraordinarily hard to do. And there are some of them -- I don't
think we've had any that are egregious to our fundamental national
security interests. There may be some, but I can't cite some
examples for you. :

So I don't think we want to be frivolous in this, but I
believe that some things should be protected, and I happen --
sometimes they say, well, I'm too secretive. But I don't accept that.
as a serious allegation. I don't know how to answer your question.

I mean, if there's something really bad, why,‘;;thf?k we ought to
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find out what happened and find out =-- and punish the person that
does something -- if it's against the law, certainly.

‘ But in this case, spent $250,000 -- you're telling me --
‘and didn't get anywhere, well, I can't be defending that as
particularly prudent use of theh§axpayers' money.

Q Are you consulted before they decide to open an
investigation on a leak? :

THE PRESIDENT: I was certainly consulted on that one and
 strongly supported the Attorney General of the United States.

Q Mr. President, a lot of us in Florida are concerned
with offshore o0il drilling. A lot of us would like to see a
permanent ban. Would you discuss your position on this?

THE PRESIDENT: My position is, there shouldn't be a
permanent ban on offshore drillihg because then I would be compelled
to ask the question: Where do we get the energy to keep this country
going and to keep the working man and woman at work and heat the
homes? So I don't think there should be a ban, and I don't want to
see the Unied States become increasingly dependent on foreign oil.
We're up close to 50 percent right now. And some remember in this
room when we had some real problems getting oil from the Persian Gulf
for one reason or another.

Having said that, I think there will definitely be bans
on certain environmentally sensitive areas. And what I don't
understand is when a tanker bringing oil into California goes
aground, people stop saying, hey, this proves you shouldn't have
offshore drilling. I mean, do they want to ban tankers, too.

So what we're trying to do -- you're from Florida, I'll
tell you -- is to try to redefine sea lanes so to protect the
env1ronmentally sensitive Everglades, in this case, and to not drill
in areas that are highly sensitive environmentally. You're looking
at a bone fisherman, one who likes to go down there, and will be in a
couple of weeks, down at Islamorada. And I know enough about the
Everglades and have been briefed enough on the environment of the
Everglades to know that that ecological balance is highly sensitive.
So we will be announcing a policy that prohibits drilling in certain
highly sensitive areas that will not ban -- your question was broad
-- you didn't say just in Florida, you said offshore drilling -- and
we're not going to ban offshore drilling. It has been proved in my
part of the country that offshore drilling can be done compatlbly
with sound environmental practice.

Q Mr. President, many people felt that your 1988
campaign was excessively negative. 1In fact, some people felt that
the Willie Horton commercial was patently racist. There's a move in
this country now to try to combat negative campaigning. David Broder
has called it a genuine rebellion agalnst the cheapening of our
politics. And I think there are major conferences planned thls year
at Unlver51ty of Pennsylvania and Harvard.

.My question is,  are you aware of this movement, do you
encourage it, and would you respond to it in your next campaign?

THE PRESIDENT. I'm not aware of the conference he's
talklng about, I'm aware about the allegations. You repeated one.
My campaign ad didn't happen to. be a campaign ad by the Bush campaign
that you're referring to. So we've got to get the facts out there
and deal from facts. But I'm against censorship. I think it would
be extraordinarily difficult to censor. You wouldn't want it for
your paper, and I don't want it for the campalgn. And if there's a
way to improve the quality and decency of campaigns, I'm all for it.

Q Well, there's no suggestlon of censorship here, just
an appeal to more ethlcal campaigning.
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THE PRESIDENT: That would be fine. You might start with
the Democrats in Texas. (Laughter.) How come you didn't mention
that one? I mean, I think there's a myth abroad, and people didn't
want to look at the real issues. And I refuse to plead guilty to
some of the charges made by I think rather biased sources suggesting
that the campaign was something that was unique in its ugliness.

Q Mr. President, most of us in this room share your
admiration for the benefits of a free and aggressive and an active
press, and yet most of us in this room over the past few months, to
name a period of time, have had great difficulty in prying
information out of the federal government. In fact, there are many
of us in this room who believe that the Federal Freedom of
Information Act simply does not work.

We are faced repeatedly with delays of weeks or months,
or sometimes even years. We have filed countless lawsuits trying to
get information about worker safety or the environment. Will you use
the benefits of presence and power of your office to try to help us
to report to the American people what our government is doing by
improving the Federal Freedom of Information Act?

THE PRESIDENT: I'm not sure I know enough about the
mechanics of it, but yes, I would be interested if there are things
we can do to streamline it and to make it more efficient, because the
law was passed to facilitate the distribution of information. And if
that's not working, I think we should take a look at it. But I'm
just not familiar with enough of the details of it to know wherein
these delays take place -- wherefrom these delays stem.

Q I can almost assure you that we will be happy to
provide you with those details.

THE PRESIDENT: All right. I hope I agree with you,
because maybe we can get some headway, then, on this question.

Q Mr. President, with the foreign press thrown out of
Lithuania, the world's eyes and ears, so to speak, removed, what
reasons do we and you have to believe President Gorbachev will do
what he says and work to a peaceful resolution of the crisis?

THE PRESIDENT: I'm not sure I can answer that guestion.
But I know what I can do as President of the United States, and that
is to encourage in every way possible through talks like we had
today, through talks like I will be having in.a couple of months with
Mr. Gorbachev -- encourage that kind of performance and encourage
access. Encourage permission to permit a free press to come there.
And that's what we can do. And that's what I will do, because I'm
strongly in favor of as much open -- fully open reporting.

I heard him asked the question. I unfortunately didn't
hear the answer today; they asked him about that. But I do think
that freedom of the press in these places is part of the new wave of
democracy and freedom. And some formerly closed societies are going
to have to adjust to it. So I hope that I can be helpful by dealing
. with the top Soviet leaders and encouraging them to permit what most
democracies take for granted -- a free and open press. And I will
try hard on that.

Q Mr. President, there are currently about 1200 Cuban
detainees being held in maximum securlty penitentiaries around the
country who have not committed crimes in the United States. They are
in administrative limbo. Do you plan to do anything about those
situations? Some of them have been held for as long as eight years.

THE PRESIDENT: I must confess I don't know about that.
Detainees in what sense? Detained for what?

bl

o] They are under the INS being held as detainees.
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Their status is the same as if they were still floating around in
boats off the coast. . . .

THE PRESIDENT: Are. these people from the Mariel boat
1lift or something of that nature?

et

Q Yes.
THE PRESIDENT: They're in jail?

Q They're in federal penetentiaries held under
lockdown 24 hours a day.

THE PRESIDENT: I'm familiar with some that are held, but
I must say for innocent people being held, that I'm not familiar with
that. So, now I will make sure to look 1nto that one, too. But I
know that there are some in the federal prison in Atlanta who are
criminal elements who have been -- had full access to the American
law, but are still there and probably will be unless the return
program works. And we've tried to return to Castro -- in fact, some"
have gone back -- but I think you're talking about a broader category
of presumably innocent people. I'm embarrassed to say I don't know
the details of that.

Well, in any event, thank you all very much. I've

enjoyed being w1th you. (Applause )

END 3:04 P.M. EDT
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NEWSPAPER EDITORS\MARRIOTT HOTEL
FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1990\2:28 P.M.

PRESIDENT GHILIONE [GILL-YO-NEE]l, FOREIGN MINISTER
GENSCHER, DR. ARMAND HAMMER, GOVERNOR BLANCHARD, BURL
OSBORNE, SUSAN MILLER, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, HONORED
GUESTS. I AM HAPPY FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS YOU
ON THE 300TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN NEWSPAPER.

((LAST YEAR I SPOKE FOR MORE THAN TWENTY MINUTES.
THIS YEAR I THOUGHT I'D DO SOMETHING A LITTLE DIFFERENT
AND MAKE MY SPEECH THE SAME LENGTH AS THE AVERAGE STORY
IN USA TODAY. // SO THANK YOU AND GOOD-DAY.)) //

SERIOUSLY, MY REMARKS WILL BE SHORT. AFTER ALL,
OURS IS "THE INFORMATION AGE" -- SO I THOUGHT I'D LEAVE
PLENTY OF TIME FOR Q & A. // BUT I WOULD LIKE TO TALK
FOR A FEW MOMENTS ABOUT HOW AS INFORMATION TRAVELS FROM
ONE PLACE IN THE WORLD TO ANOTHER IN THE BLINK OF AN
EYE, OUR WORLD HAS BECOME EVER-SMALLER. SO THAT WHAT
HAPPENS IN TEXARKANA AFFECTS TOKYO AND TIBLISI [TI-
BLEE-SEE1. //
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LIKE YOU, I FIND THE INFORMATION AGE FASCINATING.
ITS CONSEQUENCES ARE MANY: FROM THE GROWING GLOBAL
DEMAND FOR A SAFE AND CLEAN ENVIRONMENT, TO NATIONS
UNITING AGAINST THE SCOURGE OF CRIME AND DRUGS. THE
INFORMATION AGE HAS HELPED LIBERTY SPREAD FROM
NICARAGUA TO THE HEART OF CENTRAL EUROPE -- WHAT I CALL
THE "REVOLUTION OF ’'89."™ FOR AS PEOPLE COME TO KNOW
MORE OF THE FREE WORLD, THEY DEMAND THEIR OWN WORLD OF
FREEDOM.  FREE ELECTIONS }/ FREE MARKETS // FREE
WILL UNHAMPERED BY THE STATE. //

AS YOU KNOW, I MET THIS MORNING WITH FOREIGN
MINISTER SHEVARDNADZE. LITHUANIA WAS A KEY POINT OF
DISCUSSION. I REITERATED. THE STRONG U.S. VIEW THAT THE
ISSUE MUST BE DEALT NITH'THROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS. 'NE
SUPPORT THE RIGHT OF THE LITHUANIAN PEOPLE TO SELF-
DETERMINATION, AND HAVE NEVER RECOGNIZED THE FORCIBLE
INCORPORATION OF THE BALTIC STATES INTO THE SOVIET
UNION. I TOLD MINISTER SHEVARDNADZE THAT THIS IS AN
ISSUE THAT COULD ADVERSELY AFFECT THE PROSPECTS FOR
PROGRESS IN U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS AND URGED THE SOVIET
UNION TO BEGIN A GOOD-FAITH bIALOGUE WITH LITHUANIA.



-3 -

WE WANT, AND WE BELIEVE THE SOVIETS WANT, TO MAKE
FURTHER PROGRESS IN U.S.- SOVIET RELATIONS. WE ARE
WORKING TOWARD IMPORTANT AGREEMENTS IN THE AREA OF ARMS
CONTROL AND TO MAKE PROGRESS ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE
SOLUTION OF REGIONAL CONFLICTS. I ASKED MINISTER
SHEVARDNADZE TO CONVEY TO PRESIDENT GORBACHEV THAT I AM
LOOKING FORWARD TO HIS VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES AT
THE END OF MAY. |

AMERICA'S NEWSPAPERS, OF COURSE, WILL REPORT THE
NEWS OF THIS MORNING'S MEETING. JUST AS THEY HAVE FOR
CENTURIES -- TELLING THE TRUTH, INFORMING THE PUBLIC AS
FAIRLY AND RESPONSIBLY AS POSSIBLE, AND LETTING THE
CHIPS FALL WHERE THEY MAY. AND I KNOW THAT THE BEST
EXAMPLE OF TODAY'S INFORMATION AGE WILL CONTINUE TO BE
A FREE PRESS. // WHAT MAKES THE "REVOLUTION OF '89"
SO UNPRECEDENTED IS THAT AT LAST, AN INCREASING NUMBER
OF FOREIGN JOURNALISTS ARE ALSO FREE -- AS WELL AS
ABLE -- TO WRITE THE TRUTH WITHOUT CENSORSHIP OR FEAR.
/1 REPORTERS, COMMENTATORS, AND EDITORS ABROAD WHO
HAVE GONE FROM INSTRUMENTS OF THE STATE TO SERVANTS OF
THE PEOPLE. //
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LET ME TAKE A MOMENT TO NOTE ONE JOURNALIST WHO IS
NOT FREE -- AND WHO IS IN OUR THOUGHTS. TERRY
ANDERSON. WE HOPE, AND PRAY, THAT HE WILL SOON BE
FREE. // HE, MORE THAN ANYONE, WOULD BE MOVED BY THE
MEN AND WOMEN WHO IN 1989 AND '90 HAVE UPHELD THE
TRADITION OF A COURAGEOUS FREE PRESS.

IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA, A PLAYWRIGHT BECOMES PRESIDENT.
BOTH HIS FOREIGN MINISTER AND CHIEF SPOKESMAN ARE
FORMER JOURNALISTS PERSECUTED BY THE COMMUNIST REGIME
FOR YEARS. // IN COLOMBIA, THE RESPECTED EDITOR OF EL
ESPECTADOR IS SLAIN BY ASSASSINS. BUT THE MURDERED
EDITOR'S BROTHER BECOMES PUBLISHER, AND VOWS TO
FIGHT -- AND DOES. ™"WE CANNOT BACK DOWN," HE SAYS. //
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A BOMB LAST YEAR INJURED OVER 70 EMPLOYEES OF THAT
SAME NEWSPAPER. MOST OF ITS FACILITIES WERE DESTROYED.
BUT. THE NEXT DAY, AN EDITION HITS THE STREETS --
PRINTED BY A COMPETING PAPER’'S FACILITIES. THE FRONT-
PAGE HEADLINE SAYS, "WE WILL CONTINUE." THEY DO. AND
LET ME COMMEND THOSE U.S. PAPERS WHICH BOUGHT ADS IN EL
ESPECTADOR TO SHOW SUPPORT. // AND IN NICARAGUA,
VIOLETA DE CHAMORRO, FORMER EDITOR AND WIFE OF A
MURDERED PUBLISHER, BECOMES PRESIDENT OF THE LAND THEY
LOVED. FREEDOM OF THE PRESS BEGETS FREEDOM OF THE
PEOPLE.//

EARLIER, I MENTIONED THAT AS MEN AND WOMEN COME TO
KNOW MORE OF THE WORLD, THEY DEMAND THEIR OWN WORLD OF
FREEDOM. THE FREEDOM TO HELP PEOPLE UP -- AND KEEP:
BUREAUCRACIES DOWN. WELL, THIS WEEK, OUR TALKS WITH
JAPAN FOCUSED ON THAT FREEDOM -- THE ABILITY OF PEOPLE
TO TRAbE AND INVEST AS THEY WISH. JUST AS THEY MUST BE
FREE TO DREAM, THINK, AND VOTE AS THEY CHOOSE.
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THIS MORNING, I READ A QUOTE BY A JAPANESE
BUSINESSMAN THAT DEMONSTRATED THIS POINT. HE WAS
TALKING ABOUT THE ESSENCE OF PRIVATE
ENTERPRISE -- COMPETITION. "WHAT THE AMERICANS ARE
SAYING IS TOTALLY CORRECT," HE SAID ABOUT KEEPING
PRICES LOW AND QUALITY HIGH. "THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT
DEMOCRACY." // |

LAST NIGHT, JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES RELEASED
THE INTERIM REPORT ON OUR STRUCTURAL IMPEDIMENTS
INITIATIVE DESIGNED TO REMOVE STRUCTURAL BARRIERS TO
TRADE IN BOTH COUNTRIES. THE SII IS A UNIQUE
UNDERTAKING, AND REFLECTS ENORMOUS-AMOUNTS‘OF‘HARD WORK
ON EACH SIDE. THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN AND PRIME
MINISTER KAIFU HAVE SHOWN TRUE LEADERSHIP.

FOR THE FIRST TIME, JAPAN HAS COMMITTED TO
REMOVING A BROAD ARRAY OF STRUCTURAL BARRIERS THAT
CONSTRAIN TRADE AND IMPEDE IMPORTS. // FOR ITS PART,
THE UNITED STATES WILL CONTINUE TO ADDRESS THE
STRUCTURAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY JAPAN BY IMPROVING THE
COMPETITIVENESS OF OUR OWN ECONOMY.
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BECAUSE STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS ARE DEEPLY INGRAINED
IN BOTH ECONOMIES, COMPLETE RESULTS WILL NOT COME
QUICKLY. BUT THEY CAN, AND MUST, COME. NEITHER THE
JAPANESE CONSUMER NOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL BE
CONVINCED THAT PROGRESS IS AT HAND UNTIL THEY SEE
RESULTS. THIS INTERIM REPORT SHOWS NOT ONLY
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS ON TRADE ISSUES, BUT IS AN
IMPORTANT WAY STATION LEADING TO A STRENGTHENED
U.S.-JAPAN RELATIONSHIP.

THE INFORMATION AGE HAS SERVED AS A CATALYST OF
COOPERATION, A CONDUIT OF KNOWLEDGE, AND AN ADVOCATE OF
FREEDOM. AS EVENTS OF THE PAST YEAR HAVE SHOWN, THE
FREE PRESS REPRESENTS THE VERY ESSENCE OF THAT AGE. //
YOU HAVE HELPED WRITE THE FIRST DRAFT OF HISTORY. AND
BREATHED NEW LIFE INTO DEMOCRACY. // FOR THAT, I THANK
YOU -- AND CONGRATULATE YOU ON THIS WONDERFUL
ANNIVERSARY. GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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Ladies and gentlemen, hénored guests. This marks my second
appearance as President before the American Society of Newspaper
Editors. I am happy for the opportunity to address you on the
300th anniversary of the American newspaper.

({Last year I spoke for nearly half-an-hour. This year I
thought I'd do something a little different and make my speech
the same length as the average story in USA Today. // So thahk
you and good-day.)) // :

((Seriously, I do have a confession. 1I'm a newspaper

junkie. // Each day I turn first to The Washington Post. Start
out with the funnies. Then, leaving the editorial page . . // I
read newspapers the way Barbara eats broccoli // avidly, with
gusto // whether it's good for you or not.)) //

((And the thing is: I'vé always been that way. When I was
a little kid, my mother made me read them. // And now that I'm
President of the Uniﬁed States, I intend to keep reading them. //
The reason is simple -- as Casey Stengel said, "you can look it

up": Never have newspapers been more crucial than over this past

year -- whaﬁ I call the Revolution of '89. //

Today, that revolution is sweeping the globe -- demanding

rights that were central to America's Spirit of '76: Rights like
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freedom of assembly, religion, press, free speech. // For while

much has changed since America's first paper -- Publick
Occurrences -- began in 1690. // What has not changed -- even in
today's age of visual images -- is the power of the printed word

to secure the freedoms we Americans long ago sought, and won. //
Jefferson said, "If I had to choose between a government

without newspapers and newspapers without a government, I would

choose the latter." And most Americans would agree. // Not

merely because newspapers helped write America's first draft of

history. But because -- in more countries than we dared dream
possible -- they are also becoming the first breath of
) democracy.//
L; ?; Over the last year, the printed word has helped liberty
nit spread from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe. -7kb1£defﬂvf

+6ﬂ)1,, lkq‘-lpvut_:;.r Vb'/FCqﬁwr Ip::h)n.(j UP' . .
C(e4y A Encouraging free markets // endorsing ballots over bullets //

upholding free will.unhampered by the State.

’ In Poland, for instance, Solidarity's strength has borne
fruit in free elections. // and in German&, a wall collapses --
uniting brothers and 1ifting hearts. // To the south, Hungary
stages its first multi-party parliamentary elections since 1945

'7 (E:*hefe7—tUc7-%he_pxia%eééwe;dfp*eva%tg' And in the Soviet Union

-~ its first multi-candidaté elections at the local or Republic

level. // Events undreamt of a mere twelve months ago, and

which confirm -- as Thomas Dewey said -- "You can't shoot an idea

with a gun." // Events showing how the printed word has been the

heartbeat pumping life into the democratic dream. //
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Such a heartbeat, of course, demands advocates. And let me
first note the dissidents and educators -- private citizens --

concerned individuals -- all who have acted as couriers of

freedom. // Confucius wrote on bricks and tiles; Ben Franklin on
rag paper. Like them, today's advocates have defied the odds,
and often the law, to print the truth that sets men free.

Recall how in China, students handed out dazibao --
handbills printed on mimeograph machines -- detailing that
horrible day in Tiananmen Square. // Or how in Czechoslovakia,
workers risked imprisonment by passing faded copies of Vaclav
Havel's manuscripts from one reader to another. // 1In the USSR,

‘V//ééficials were once o afraid of information that photocopiers

hrr Vwdey Jock avy ke
were @9gﬁ&ateﬁf' So brave citizens went underground -- printing

dn“ | dissident writings -- "samizdat" -- a hundred carbons at a time.
sk
d,;LFJ //| Today, "samizdat" is ebbing -- for protest has gone above the
‘.&',’["“lnwjg“round. //j N A s
(sam2dat) j{«{ bk i\f
e Lau e If freedom is the essence of the printed word, these heroes
acess b
0ﬂLPfif have also made it the message of the printed word -- carrying its
Jhll

t#*rl*‘. demand for human dignity to every corner of the globe. // And
‘ today -- perhaps more than any time in history -- they march with
journalists who know freedom of expression to be mankind's
greatest weapon, and shield. //

For decades, America's newspapers have seen as their job to
tell the truth -- informing the public as fairly and responsibly
as possible, and letting the chips fall where they may. And for

decades you have done that job brilliantly, and courageously. //
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wWhat makes the Revolution of '89 so unprecedented is that at last

increasing number of foreign journalists are also free -- as well
as able -- to write the truth without censorship or fear:. //

Reporters, commentators, and editors abroad who have gone from

instruments of the State to servants of the people. //

Who can think of 1989 and '90 without marveling at the men
and women who have upheld -- and honored -- the tradition of a
courageous free press? 1In CZechosloQakia, a playwright becomes
President. Both his foreign minister and chief spokesman are -
former journalists who had been jailed by the oppressive

Communist regime for years. // 1In Col&%bia, the respected editor

/

b 4

of El Espectador is slain by assassins who shoot from a speedi}hg —

motorcycle. But the murdered editor's brother becomes publisher, -

and vows to fight -- and does. "It is a decisive moment in our
history," he says. "We cannot back down."

In that country, a bomb last year injures over 70 employees
of the same newspaper. 1Its building is virtually destroyed. But
the next day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a

competing paper's facilities. The front-page headline says, "We

.Wwill continue." They do. And let me commend those U.S. papers

which bought ads in El Spectador to show support. // 1In Polahd,

the former editor of Solidarity Weekly is named Prime Minister.

'// And in Nicaragua -- perhaps ultimate proof that you

can't shoot an idea with a gun." Violeta de Chamorro, former

editor and wife of a murdered publisher, becomes president of the
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land he loved. Freedom of the press begets freedom of the

people.//
: -ﬂehfpurrel-_7
The printed word propelled the Spirit of '76. And #ew—spurs ;
-

the Revolution of '89. As more coﬁntries of the world are
following in the footsteps of democracy, print journalists are
leading the way. // Writing that first draft of history -- and
breathing new life into democracy. //

For fhat, I thank you -- as free men do around the globe.
Congratulations to all of you on this wonderful anniversary. And

God bless the United States of America.

B, 8 %
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President Ghilione [Gill-Yo-nee],-Foreign Minister Genscher,
Dr. Armand Hammer, Governor Blanchard, Senator Bradley, Burl
Osborne, Susan Miller, ladies and gentlemen, honored guests. I
am happy for the opportunity to address you on the 300th
anniversary of the American newspaper.
((Last year I spoke for more than twenty minutes. This year
I thought I'd do something a little different and make my speech
the same length as the average story in uUsa Todag.'// So thank
you and good-day.)) //
Seriously, my remarks will be short. After all, ours is

"The Information Age" -- so I thought I'd leave plenty of time

for Q & A. // But I would like to talk for a few moments about

.how as information travels from one place in the world to another

in the blink of an eye, our world has become ever-smaller. So

that what happens in Texarkana affects Tokyo and Tiblisi [Ti-

BLEE-see]. //

Like you, I find The Information Age fascinating. 1Its
consequences are many: From the growing global demand for a safe
and clean envifonment, to Nations uniting against the scourge of

crime and drugs. The Information Age has helped liberty spread
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from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe -- what I call the
"Revolution of '89." For as people come to know more of the free
world, they demand their own world of freedom. Free elections

// free markets // free will unhampered by the State. //

—Lyranny—A—world at peaece: “T?Eﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁi?@ﬁfINS;Ril

America's newspapers, of course, will repo;ﬁ the news of
this morning's meeting. Just as they have for centuries --
telling the truth, informing the public as fairly and responsibly
as possible, and letting the chips fall where they may. And I
know that the best example of today's Information Age will
continue to be a free press. // What makes the "Revolution of
'89" so unprecedented is that at last, an increasing number of
foreign journalists are also free -- as well as able -- to write
the truth without censorship or fear. // Reporters,
commentators, and editors abroad who have gone from instruments
of the State to servants of the people. //

Let me take a moment to note one journalist who is not free
-- and who is in our thoughts. Terry Anderson. We hope, and
pray, that he will soon be free. // He, more than anyone, would
be moved by the men and women who in 1989 and '90 have upheld the
tradition of a courageous free press.

In Czechoslovakia, a playwright becomes President. Both his

foreign minister and chief spokesman are former journalists



é;ég you know, I met this morning with Foreign Minister Shevardnadze.
Lithuania was a key point of discussion. I reiterated the strong
U.S. view that the issue must be dealt with through peaceful means.
We support the right of the Lithuanian people to self-determination,
and have never recognized the forcible incorporation of the Baltic
States into the Soviet Union. I told Minister Shevardnadze that
this is an issue that c¢could adversely affect the prospects for
progress in U.S,-Soviet relations and urged the Soviet Union to

begin a good-faith dialogue with Lithuania.

X/ﬁe want)and we believe the Soviets want)to make further progress

| in U.S.-Soviet relations. We are working toward important agreements
in the area of arms control and to make progress on hpman rights
and the solution of regional conflicts. I asked Minister Shevardnadze
to convey to President Gorbachev that I am looking forward to his

visit to the United States at the end of May.
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persecuted by the Communist regime for years. // In Colombia,
the respected editor of E1 Espectador is slain by assassins. But
the murdered editor's brother becomes publisher, and vows to
fight -- and does. "We cannot back down," he says. //

A bomb last year injured over 70 employees of that same
newspaper. Most of its facilities were destroyed. But the next
day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a competing
paper's facilities. The front-page headline says, "We will
continue." They do. And let me commend those U.S. papers which
bought ads in El Espectador to show support. // And in
Nicaragua, Violeta de Chamorro, former editor and wife of a
murdered publisher, becomes president of the land they loved.

Freedom of the press begets freedom of the people.//

Earlier, I mentioned that as men and women come to know more

of-the world, they demand their own world of freedom.- The

freedom to help péople up == and keep bureaucracies dmwljg/gll,
V/ﬁhis week, our talks with Japan focused oq/thathfreedom - the -
ability of people to trade and invest as they wish. Just as they -
must be free to dream, think, and vote as they choose.-

This morning, I read a quote by a Japanese businessman that
demonstrated this point. He was talking about the essence of
private enterprise -- competition. "What the Americans are
saying is totally correct," he said about keeping prices low and
quality high. "They are talking about democracy." //

Last night, Japan and the United States released the Interim

Report on our Structural Impediments Initiative designed to
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remove structural barriers to trade in both countries. The SII
is a unique undertaking, and reflects enormous amounts of hard
work on each side. The government of Japan and Prime Minister
ghown true
Kaifu have stmwat-great leadership.“)gg\

For the first time, Japan has committed to removing a broad
array of structural barriers that constrain trade and impede
imports. // For its part, the United States will continue to
address the structural issues identified by Japan by improving
the competﬁveness of our own economy.

Because structural problems are deeply ingrained in both
economies, complete results will not come quickly. But they can,
and must, come. Neither the Japanese consumer nor the American
people will be convinced that progress is at hand until they see
results. This Interim report shows not only substantial progress
on trade issues, but is an important way station leading to a
strengthened U.S.-Japan relationship.

The Information Age has served as a catalyst of cooperation,
a conduit of knowledge, and an advocate of freedom. As events of
the past year have shown, the free press represents the very
essence of that Age. // You have helped write the first draft of
history. And breathed new life into democracy. // For that, I
thank you -- and congratulate you on this wonderful anniversary.
God bless the United States of America.

£ # # #
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SUBJECT: REMARKS AT AMERICAN SOCIETY OF NEWSPAPER EDITORS

I. SUMMARY

On Friday, April 6, at 2:28 p.m. you will address about
1,000 people at the J.W. Marriott Hotel. The President of the
ASNE, Loren Ghilione, will introduce you. Susan Miller, the
chairman of the program, and Burl Osborne, incoming president of
ASNE, should be acknowledged. Also, Armand Hammer, Governor
Blanchard, Senator Bradley, and Foreign Minister Genscher will
attend. :

II. DISCUSSION

The attached remarks (9 minutes, teleprompter) discuss
the "Revolution of '89" and the role the printed press has had in
promoting democracy. The text gives examples of journalists and
private citizens who have used the written word to advance this
noble cause.
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President Ghilione [Gill-YO-nee], Foreign Minister Genscher,
Dr. Armand Hammer, Governor Blanchard, Senafor Bradley, Burl
Osborne, Susan Miller, ladies and gentlemen, honored guests.

This marks my second appearance as President before the American
Society of Newspaper Editors. I am happy for the opportunity to
address you on the 300th anniversary of the American newspaper.

((Last year I spoke for more than twenty minutes. This year
I thought I'd do something a iittle different and make my speech
the same length as the average story in USA Today. // So thank
you and good-day.)) //

((Seriously, I do have a confession. I'm a newspaper
junkie. // Each day I turn first to The Washington Post. Start
out with the funnies. Then, leaving the editorial page . . // I
read newspapers the way Barbara eats broccoli // avidly, with
gusto // whether it's good for you or not.)) //

((And the thing is: I've always been that way. When I was
a little kid, my mother made me read them. // And now that I'm
President of the United States, I intend to keep reading tﬁem. //

The reason is simple -- as Casey Stengel said, "you can look it
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up": Never have newspapers been more crucial than over this past
year -- what I call the "Revolution of '89." //

Today, that revolution is sweeping the globe -- demanding
rights that were central to America's Spirit of '76: Rights like

freedom of assembly, religion, press, free speech. // For while

much has changed since America's first paper -- Publick
Occurrences -- published its one and only edition in 1690. //

What has not changed -- even in today's age of visual images --
is the power of the printed word to secure the freedoms we
Americans long ago sought, and won. //

Jefferson s;id if he had to choose between a government
without newspapers and.newspépefs without a government, he would
choose the latter -- and most Americans would agree. // Not

merely because newspapers helped write America's first draft of

history. But because -- in more countries than we dared dream
possible -- they are also inspiring the first breath of

democracy. // Proving that what I've termed "the idea called
America” is taking hold worldwide.

Over the last year, the printed word has helped liberty
spread from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe. Those
preéious independent publications springing up. Encouraging free
markets // endorsing ballots over bullets // uphdlding free will
unhampered by the State. The printed word has helped our global
village become a global family -- your medium a link between one

member and another. It has helped bring the truth to one Nation
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from another -- becoming an instrument of democracy in our new
Information Age.

In Poland, for instance, Solidarity's strength has borne
fruit in free elections. // And in Germany, a wall collapses --
uniting families and lifting hearts. // To the south, Hungary
stages its first multi-party parliamentary elections since 1945.
And in the Soviet Union -- its first multi-candidate elections at
the local or Republic level. // Events undreamt of a mere
twelve months ago, and which show -- as Thomas Dewey said -- that
you can't "beat down ideas with a club." // Events showing how
the printed word has been the heartbeat pumping life into the
democratic dream. //

Such a heartbeat, of course, demands advocates. And let me
first note the dissidents and educators -- private citizens --
concerned individuals -- éll‘who have acted as couriers of
freedon. // Confucius wrote on bamboo strips; Ben Franklin on
rag paper. Like them, today's advocates have defied the odds,
and often the authority, to print the truth that sets men free.

Recall how in China, students handed out dazibao --
handbills printed on mimeograph machines -- detailing that
horrible time in Tiananmen Square. // Or how in Czechoslovakia,
workers risked imprisonment by passing faded copies of Vaclav
Havel's manuscripts from one reader to another. // In the USSR,
officials were once soAafraid of information that photocopiers
were kept under lock and key. So brave citizens went underground

== printing self-published dissident writings -- "samizdat"
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[SAHM--eez--dot] ~-- a hundred carbons at a time. // While today,
"samizdat®™ still exists, it is ebbing -- for protest has gone
above the ground. //

If freedom is the essence of the printed word, these heroes
have also made it the message of the printed word -- carrying its
demand for human dignity to every corner of the globe. // And
today -- perhaps more than any time in history -- they march with
journalists who know freedom of expression to be mankind's
greatest weapon, and shield. //

For centuries, America's newspapers have seen as their job
to tell the truth -- informing the public as fairly and
-responsibly as possible, and letting the chips fall where they
may. You have done that job brilliantly, and céurageously. And
I know that the best example of a free presé will continue to
come from you. // What makes the "Revolution of '89" so
unprecedented is that at last, an increasing number of foreign
journalists are also free -- as well as able -- to write the
truth without censorship or fear. // Reporters, commentators,
and editors abroad who have gone from instruments of the State to
servants of the people. //

((Let me take a moment to note one journalist who is not
free -- and who is in our thoughts. Terry Anderson. We hope,
and pray, that he will soon be free. // He, more than anyone,
would be moved by the men and women who in 1989 and '90 have
upheld -- and honored -- the tradition of a courageous free

press.))
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In Czechoslovakia, a playwright becomes President. Both his
foreign minister and chief spokesman are former journalists who
had been persecuted by the oppressive Communist regime for
years. // 1In Colombia, the respected editor of El Espectador is
slain by assassins who shoot from a speeding motorcycle. But the
murdered editor's brother becomes publisher, and vows to fight --
and does. "It is a decisive moment in our history," he says.

"We cannot back down."

In that country, a bomb last year injured over 70 employees
of the samé newspaper.. Most of its facilities were destroyed.
But the next day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a
competing paper's facilities. The front-page headline says, "We
will continue." They do. And let me commend those U.S. papers
which bought ads in El Spectador to show support. // 1In Poland,
the former editor of Solidarity Weekly is named Prime
Minister. // And in Nicaragua -- perhaps ultimate proof that you
can't "beat down ideas with a club." Violeta de Chamorro, former

editor and wife of a murdered publisher, becomes president of the

land he loved. Freedom of the press begets freedom of the
people.//

The printed word propelled the Spirit of '76. And now spurs
the Revolution of '89. As more céuntries of the world are
following in the footsteps of democracy, print journalists are
leading the way. // Writing.that first draft of history -- and

breathing new life into democracy. //
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For that, I thank you -- as free men do around the globe.
Congratulations to all of you on this wonderful anniversary.
God bless the United States of America.

t # # #

And
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Ladies and gentlemen, honored guests. This marks my second
appearance as Presidgnt before the American Society of Newspaper
Editors. I am happy,for the opportunity to address you on the
300th anniversary of the‘Americén newspaper.

((Last year I spoke for nearly half-an-hour. This year I
thought I'd do something a little different and make my speech
‘the same length as the average story in USA Today. // So thank

you and good-day.)) //

((seriously, I do have a confession. I'm a newspaper

junkie. // Each day I turn first to The Washington Post. Start
out with the funnies. Then, leaving the editorial page . . // 1
read newspapers the way Barbara eats broccoli // avidly, with
gusto // whether it's good for you or not.)) //

((And the thing is: 1I've always been that way. When I was
a little kid, my mother made me read them. // And now that I'm
President of the United States, I intend to keep reading them. //
The reason is simble -- as Casey Stengel said, "you can look it

up": Never have newspapers been more crucial than over this past

yvear -- what I call the Revolution of '89. //

Today, that revolution is sweeping the globe -- demanding

rights that were central to America's Spirit of '76: Rights like



2

freedom 6f assembly, religion, press, free speech. // For while

much has changed since America's first paper -- Publick
Occurrences -- began in 1690. // What has not changed ~-- even in
today's age of visual images -- is the power of the printed word

to secure the freedoms we Americans long ago sought, and won. //
Jefferson said, "If I had to choose between a government

without newspapers and newspapers without a government, I would

choose the latter." Aﬁd most Americans would agree. // Not

merely because newspapers helped write America's first draft of

history. But because -- in more countries than we dared dream
possible -- they are also becoming the first breath of

democracy.//
Over the last year, the printed word has helped liberty

spread from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe.
Encouraging free markets // endorsing ballots over bullets //
upholding free will unhampered by the State.

In Poland, for instance, Solidarity's strengfh has borne
fruit in free elections. // And in Germany, a wall collapses --
uniting brothers and lifting hearts. // To the south, Hungary
stages its first multi-party parliamentary elections since 1945

-- here, too, the printed word prevails. 2And in the Soviet Union

-- its first multi-candidate elections at the local or Republic
level. // Events undreamt of a mere twelve months ago, and

which confirm -- as Thomas Dewey said -- "You can't shoot an idea

with a gun." // Events showing how the printed word has been the

heartbeat pumping life into the democratic dream. //



3
Such a heartbeat, of course, demands advocates. And let me
first note the dissidents and educators -- private citizens --

concerned individuals -- all who have acted as couriers of

freedom. // Confucius wrote on bricks and tiles; Ben Franklin on
rag paper. Like them, today's advocates have defied the odds,
and often the law, to print the truth that sets men free.

»Recall how in China, students handed out dazibao --
handbills printed on mimeograph machines -- detailing that
horrible day in Tiananmen Square. // Or how in Czechoslovakia,
workers risked imprisonment by passing faded copies of Vaclav
Havel's manuscripts from one reader to another. // In the USSR,

officials were once so afraid of information that photocopiers

were regulated. So brave citizens went underground -- printing
dissident writings -- "samizdat" - a hundred carbons at a time.
// Today, "samizdat" is ebbing -- for protest has gone above the

ground. //

If.freedom is the essence of the printed word, these heroes
have also made.it the message of the printed word -- carrying its
demand for human dignity to every corner of the globe. // Aand
today -- perhaps more than any time in history -- they march with
journalists who know freedom of expression to be mankind's
greatest weapon, aﬁd shield. //

For decades, America's newspapers have seen as their job to
tell the truth -- informing the public as fairly and responsibly
as possible, and letting the chips fall where they may. 2and for

decades you have done that job brilliantly, and courageously. //
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What makes the Revolution of '89 so unprecedentéd is that at last
increasing number of foreign journalists ére also free -- as well
as able -- to write the truth without censorship or fear. //
Reporters, commentators, and editors abroad who have gone from

instruments of the State to servants of the people. //

Who can think of 1989 and '90 without marveling at the men
and women who have upheld -- and honored -- the tradition of a

courageous free press? 1In Czechoslovakia, a playwright becomes

- President. Both his foreign minister and chief spokesman are

former journalists who had been jailed by the oppressive
Communist regime for years. // 1In Columbia, the respected editor

of El Espectador is slain by assassins who shoot from a speediung

motorcycle. But the murdered editor's brother becomes qulisher,
and vows to fight -- and does. "It is a decisive moment in our
history," he says. "We cannot back down."

In that country, a bomb last year injures over 70 employees
of the same newspaper. Its building is virtually destroyed. Buﬁ
the next day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a
competing paper's facilities. The front-page headline says, "We
will continue." They do. And let me commend those U.S. papers

which bought ads in El Spectador to show support. // In Poland,

the former editor of Solidarity Weekly is named Prime Minister.

// And in Nicaragua -- perhaps ultimate proof that you
can't shoot an idea with a gun." Violeta de Chamorro, former

editor and wife of a murdered publisher, becomes president of the
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land he loved. Freedom of the press begets freedom of the

people.//

The printed word propelled the Spirit of '76. And how spurs
the Revolution of '89. As more countries of the world are
following in the footsteps of democracy, print journalists are
leading the way. // Writing that first draft of history -- and
breathing new life into democracy. //

For that, I thank you -- as free men do around the globe.
Congratulations to all of you on this wonderful anniversary. And

God bless the United States of America.

~

S A
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'x2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Thursday, April 5, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.
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April 5, 1990
TO: CHRISS WINSTON

NSC clears the Presidential remarks for newspaper editors with suggested

‘
? 5 J

Brent Scowcroft

3 '~ James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President

. . : i and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
GCs James W. Cicconi Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NEWSPAPER EDITORS
MARRIOTT HOTEL
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Ladies and gentlemen, honored guests. This marks my second
appearance as Presidgnt before the American Society of Newspaper
Editors. I am happytfor the opportunity to address you on thg
300th anniversary of the American newspaper.

((Last year I spoke for nearly half-an-hour. This year I
thought I'd do something a little different and make my speech
the same length as the average étory in USA Today. // So thank
you and good-day.)) // '

({Seriously, I do have a confession. I'm a newspaper

junkie. // Each day I turn first to The Washington Post. Start

out with the funnies. Then, leaving the editorial page . . // 1
read newspapers the way Barbara eats broccoli // avidly, with
gusto // whether it's good for you or not.)) //

((And the thing is: I've always been that way. When I was
a little kid, my mother made me read them. // And now that I'm
President of the United States, I intend to keep reading them. //
The reason is simple -- as Casey Stengel said, "you can look it

up": Never have newspapers been more crucial than over this past

year -- what I call the Revolution of '89. //

Today, that revolution is sweeping the globe -- demanding

rights that were central to America's Spirit of '76: Rights like
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freedom of assembly, religion, press, free speech. // For while

much has changed since America's first paper -- Publick
Occurrences -- began in 1690. // What has not changed -- even in
today's age of visual images -- is the power of the printed word

to secure the freedoms we Americans long ago sought, and won. //
Jefferson said, "If I had to choose between a government

without newspapers and newspapers without a government, I would

choose the latter." And most Americans would agree. // Not

merely because newspapers helped write America's first draft of

history. But because -- in more countries than we dared dream
possible -- they are also becoming the first breath of

democracy.//
Over the last year, the printed word has helped liberty

spread from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe. ‘7LmJﬁ0Nvtﬂvf
e pruclevt= publiCagme SPivgeng vg@ - :
Encouraging free markets // endorsing ballots over bullets //
upholding free will unhampered by the State.

In Poland, for instance, Solidarity's strength has borne
fruit in free elections. // And in Germany, a wall collapses --

uniting brothers and lifting hearts. // To ﬁhe south, Hungary

stages its first multi-party parliamentary elections since 1945

-- here, too, the printed word prevai}é} And in the Soviet Union
-- its first multi-candidate elections at the lbcal or Republic
level. // Events undreamt of a mere twelve months ago, and

which confirm -- as Thomas Dewey said -- "You can't shoot an idea

with a gun." // Events showing how the printed word has been the

heartbeat pumping life into the democratic dream. //
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Such a heartbeat, of course, demands advocates. And let me
first note the dissidents and educators -- private citizens --

concerned individuals -- all who have acted as couriers of

freedom. // Confucius wrote on bricks and tiles; Ben Franklin on
rag paper. Like them, today's advocates have defied the odds,
and often the law, to print the truth that sets men free.

Recall how in China, students handed out dazibao --
handbills printed on mimeograph machines -- detailing that
horrible day in Tiananmen Square. // Or how in Czechoslovakia,
workers risked imprisqnment by passing faded copies of Vaclav
Havel's manuscripts from one reader to another. // In the USSR,
officials were once so afraid of information that photocopiers

Lgﬂ—wa'w lock avy [eeg, o L
were egm&a@eéf‘ So brave citizens went underground -- printing

dissident writings -- "samizdat" -~ a hundred carbons at a time.

//l Today, "samizdat" is ebbing -- for protest has gone above the
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If freedom is the essence of the printed word, these herpes
have also made it the message of the printed word -- carrying its
demand for human dignity to every corner of the globe. // And
today -- perhaps more than any time in history -- they march with
journalists who know freedom of expression to be mankind's
greatest weapon, and shield. //

For decades, America's newspapers have seen as their job to
tell the truth -- informing the public as fairly and responsibly
as possible, and letting the chips fall where they may. And for

decades you have done that job brilliantly, and courageously. //
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What makes the Revolution of '89 so unprecedented is that at last

increasing number of foreign journalists are also free -- as well
as able -- to write the truth without censorship or fear. //
Reporters, commentators, and editors abroad who have gone from

instruments of the State to servants of the people. //

Who can think of 1989 and '90 without marveling at the men
and women who have upheld -- and honored -- the tradition of a
courageous free press? In Czechoslovakia, a playwright becomes
President. Both his foreign minister and chief spokesman are
former journélists who had been jailed by the oppressive

Communist regime for years. // 1In Colﬁ&bia, the respected editor

of El Espectador is slain by assassins who shoot from a speed{?hg
motorcycle. But the murdered editor's brother becomes publisher,
and vows to fight -- and does. "It is a decisive moment in our
history," he says. "We cannot back down."

In that country, a bomb last year injures over 70 employees
of the same newspaper. Its building is virtually destroyed. But
the next day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a
competing paper's facilities. The front-page headliﬁe says, "We
will continue.“ They do. And let me commend those U.S. papers

which bought ads in El Spectador to show support. // 1In Poland,

the former editor of Solidarity Weekly is named Prime Minister.

// And in Nicaragua -- perhaps ultimate proof that you
can't shoot an idea with a gun." Violeta de Chamorro, former

editor and wife of a murdered publisher, becomes president of the

L ¢
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land he loved. Freedom of the press begets freedom of the

people.// hen _qwrre«/ .7
The printed word propelled the Spirit of '76. An%Ghew—spuTE' ;
the Revolution of '89. As more countries of the world‘are
following in the footsteps of democracy, print journalists are
leading the way. // Writing that first draft of history -- and
breathing new life into democracy. //
For that, I thank you -- as free men do around the globe.v

Congratulations to all of you on this wonderful anniversary. And

God bless the United States of America.

B. ¥ B %
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Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Ladies and gentlemen, honored guests. This marks my second
appearance as President before the American Society of Newspaper
Editors. I am happy for the opportunity to address you on the
300th anniversary of the American newspaper.

((Last year I spoke for neagi;L#gggggég%g%é$j This year I
thought I'd do something a little different and make my speech
the same length as the average story in USA Today. // So thank
you and good-day.)) //

((Seriously, I do have a confession. I'm a newspaper

junkie. // Each day I turn first to The Washington Post. Start o

out with the funnies. Then, leaving the editorial page . . // I
read newspapers the way Barbara eats broccoli // avidly, with
gusto // whether it's good for you or not.)) //

((And the thing is: 1I've always been that way. When I was
a little kid, my mother made me read them. // And now that I'm
President of the United States, I intend to keep reading them. //
The reason is simple -- as Casey Stengel said, '"you can look it

up": Never have newspapers been more crucial than over this past

year -- what I call the Revolution of '89. //

Today, that revolution is sweeping the globe -- demanding

rights that were central to America's Spirit of '76: Rights like



2
freedom of assembly, religion, press, free speech. // For while
much has changed since America's first paper -- Publick

jssved (i, one owd onlug ed e
Occurrences -- -began in 1690. // What has not changed -- even in

today's age of visual images -- is the power of the printed word

to secure the freedoms we Americans long ago sought, and won. //
Jefferson said% Xxf/icﬂad to choose between a government

without newspapers and newspapers without a government, iauld

choose the latter.X And most Americans would agree. // Not

merely because newspapers helped write America's first draft of

history. But because -- in more countries than we dared dream

INSPITIN
possible -- they are also beeceming the first breath of

democracy.//

Over the last year, the printed word has helped liberty
spread from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe.
Encouraging free markets // endorsing ballots over bullets //
upholding free will unhampered by the State.

In Poland, for instance, Solidarity's strength has borne
fruit in free elections. // And in Germany, a wall collapses --

Shilics
uniting bweeders and lifting hearts. // To the south, Hungary
stages its first multi-party parliamentary elections since 1945

-- here, too, the printed word prevails. And in the Soviet Union

-- its first multi-candidate elections at the local or Republic

level. // Events undreamt of a mere twelve months ago, and
beat Clown eleao

which confirm -- as Thomas Dewey said -- "You can't shoet-an—-idea
c\vb ,
with a gun." // Events showing how the printed word has been the

heartbeat pumping life into the democratic dream. //
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such a heartbeat, of course, demands advocates. And let me
first note the dissidents and educators -- private citizens --
concerned individuals -- all who have acted as couriers of

bewbos sthvips
freedom. // Confucius wrote on bricks—and—tiltes; Ben Franklin on

rag paper. Like them, today's advocates have defied the odds,
and often %;;—&aw, to print the truth that sets men free.
Recall how in China, students handed out dazibao --
handbills printed on mimeograph machines -- detailing that
horrible day in Tiananmen Square. // Or how in Czechoslovakia,
workers risked imprisonment by passing faded copies of Vaclav

Havel's manuscripts from one reader to another. // 1In the USSR,

officials were once so afraid of information that photocopiers

were regulated. So brave citizens went underground -- printing
dissident writings -- '"samizdat" -- a hundred carbons at a time.
// Today, "samizdat" is ebbing -- for protest has gone above the
ground. //

If freedom is the essence of the printed word, these heroces
have also made it the message of the printed word -- carrying its
demand for human dignity to every corner of the globe. // And
today -- perhaps more than any time in history -- they march with
journalists who know freedom of expression to be mankind's
greatest weapon, and shield. //

Yvee ¢ cubiies
For decades, America's newspapers have seen as their job to
tell the truth -- informing the public as fairly and responsibly
as possible, and letting the chips fall where they may. And £er

decades- you have done that job brilliantly, and courageously. //
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What makes the Revolution of '89 so unprecedented is that at last

increasing numbersof foreign journalists are also free -- as well

as able -- to write the truth without censorship or fear. //

Reporters, commentators, and editors abroad who have gone from [@wﬂg#’{n
instruments of the State to servants of the people. // et /@V,LﬁbL’

Who can think of 1989 and '90 without marveling at the men

and women who have upheld -- and honored -- the tradition of a
courageous free press? 1In Czechoslovakia, a playwright becomes

President. Both his foreign minister and chief spokesman are
e\rsew%’d
former journalists who had been Fai}ed by the oppressive

Communist regime for years. // 1In Columbia, the respected editor

—~
of El Espectador is slain by assassins who shoot from a speedigng
—

motorcycle. But the murdered editor's brother becomes publisher,

and vows to fight -- and does. "It is a decisive moment in our
history," he says. "We cannot back down."

In that country, a bomb last year injures o%gr 70 employees
of the same newspaper. Its building is virtuall§ destroyed. But
the next day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a
competing paper's facilities. The front-page headline says, "We
will continue." They do. And let me commend those U.S. papers

which bought ads in El Spectador to show support. // 1In Poland,

the former editor of Solidarity Weekly is named Prime Minister.

// And in Nicaragua -- perhaps ultimate proof that you
can't shoot an idea with a gun." Violeta de Chamorro, former

editor and wife of a murdered publisher, becomes president of the
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land he loved. Freedom of the press begets freedom of the

people.//
n
The printed word propelled the Spirit of '76. And‘ﬁow sSpurs

the Revolution of '89. As more countries of the world are
following in the footsteps of democracy, print journalists are
leading the way. // Writing that first draft of history -- and
breathing new life into democracy. //

For that, I thank you -- as free men do around the globe.
Congratulations to all of you on this wonderful anniversary. And

God bless the United States of America.

# # # #
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Ladies and gentlemen, honored guests. This marks my second
appearance as President before the American Society of Newspaper
Editors. I am happy for the opportunity to address you on the
300th anniversary of the American newspaper.

((Last year I spoke for nearly half-an-hour. This year I
thought I'd do something a little different and make my speech
the same length as the average story in USA Today. // So thank
you and good-day.)) //

({Seriously, I do have a confession. 1I'm a newspaper

junkie. // Each day I turn first to The Washington Post. Start

out with the funnies. Then, leaving the editorial page . . // I
read newspapers the way Barbara eats broccoli // avidly, with
gusto // whether it's good for you or not.)) //

((And the thing is: I've always been that way. When I was
a little kid, my mother made me read them. // And now that I'm
President of the United States, I intend to keep reading them. //
The reason is simple -- as Casey Stengel said, "you can look it

up": Never have newspapers been more crucial than over this past

year -- what I call the Revolution of '89. //

Today, that revolution is sweeping the globe -- demanding

rights that were central to America's Spirit of '76: Rights like
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freedom of assembly, religion, press, free speech. // For while

much has thanged since America's first paper -- Publick

00currences\\<\began in 1690. // What has not changed -- even in

today's age of\§"sual images -- is the power of the printed word
to secure the free&&@f we Americans long ago sought, and won. //
Jefferson said, ”E{\I had to choose between a government
without newspapers and néwipapers without a government, I would
choose the latter." And mdé:\Americans would agree. // Not
merely because newspapers helﬁéd write America's first draft of

"‘3‘9//,/\0\ (2% c\wl LJ-A'-A/LLUt
history. But because -- in more untries than we dared dream

wmio
possible -- they are als;igeeemiﬁér\
democracy. // A§§§3§===3d55?5%#=’ 2
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Over the last year, the printed wo
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has helped liberty
spread from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe.
Encouraging free markets // endorsing ballpts over bullets //
upholding free will unhampered by the State.
In Poland, for instance, Solidarity's strength has borne
fruit in free elections. // And in Germany, a wall collapses --
uniting brothers and lifting hearts. // To the south, Hungary

stages its first multi-party parliamentary elections since 1945

-- here, too, the printed word prevails. And in the Soviet Union

-- its first multi-candidate elections at the local or Republic

level. // Events undreamt of a mere twelve months ago, and

which confirm -- as Thomas Dewey said -- "You can't shoot an idea
with a gun." // Events showing how the printed word has been the

heartbeat pumping life into the democratic dream. //
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Such a heartbeat, of course, demands advocates. And let me
first note the dissidents and educators -- private citizens --

concerned individuals -- all who have acted as couriers of

freedom. // Confucius wrote on bricks and tiles; Ben Franklin on
rag paper. Like them, today's advocates have defied the odds,
and often the law, to print the truth that sets men free.

Recall how in China, students handed out dazibao --
handbills'printed on mimeograph machines -- detailing that
horriblelday in Tiananmen Square. // Or how in Czechoslovakia,
workers risked imprisonment by passing féded copies of Vaclav
Havel's manuscripts from one reader to another. // In the USSR,

officials were once so afraid of information that photocopiers

were regulated. So brave citizens went underground -- printing
dissident writings - "samizdat" -- a hundred carbons at a time.
// Today, "samizdat" is ebbing -- for protest has gone above the
ground. //

If freedom is the essence of the printed wofd, these heroes
have also made it the message of the printed word -- carrying its
demand for human dignity to every corner of the globe. // And
today ~-- perhaps more than any time in history -- they march with
journalists who know freedom of expression to be mankind's
greatest weapon, and shield. //

For decades,.America's newspapers have seen as their job to
tell the truth -- informing the public as fairly aﬁd responsibly
as possible, and letting the chips fall where they may. And for

decades you have done that job brilliantly, and courageously. //
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and women who have upheld -- and honored -- the tradition of a A
courageous ffee press? In Czechoslovakia, a playwright becomes
President. Both his foreign minister and chief spokesman are

former journalists who had been jailed by the oppressiQe

Communist regime for years. // 1In Columbia, the respected editor

of El Espectador is slain by'assassins who shoot from a speediung
motorcycle. But the murdered editor's brother becomes publisher,
and vows to fight -- and does. "It is a decisive moﬁent in our
history," he says. 'We cannot back down."

In that country, a bomb 1ast'year injures over 70 employees
of the same newepaper. Its building is virtgﬂily destroyed. But
the next day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a N
competing paper's facilities. The.front—page headline says, "We

will continue." They do. And let me commend those U.S. papers

which bought ads in El Spectador to show support. // 1In Poland,

the former editor of Solidarity Weekly is named Prime Minister.

// And in Nicaragua -- perhaps ultimate proof that you'-
¢
can't shoot an idea with a gun." Violeta de Chamorro, former

editor and wife of a murdered publisher, becomes president of the
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land he loved. Freedom of the press begets freedom of the

people.//
The printed word propelled the Spirit of '76. And how spurs

the Revolution of '89. As more countries of the world are
following in the footsteps of democracy, print journalists are
leading the way. // Writing that first draft of history -- and
breathing new life into democracy. //

For that, I thank you -- as free men do around the globe.

Congratulations to all of you on this wonderful anniversary. d

God bless the United States of America. o
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> b;ﬁﬁ" Ladies and gentlemen, honored guests. This marks my second

appearance as President before the American Society of Newspaper
Editors. I am happy for the opportunity to address you on the
300th anniversary of the American newspaper. DHer 4wwaﬁ mindy S
((Last year I spoke for —an- >~ This year I $\
thought I'd do something a little different and make my speech
the same length as the average story in USA Today. // So thank
you and good-day.)) //
((Seriously, I do have a confession. I'm a newspaper

junkie. // Each day I turn first to The Washington Post. Start

out with the funnies. Then, leaving the editorial page . . // I
read newspapers the way Barbara eats broccoli // avidly, with
gusto // whether it's good for you or not.)) //

((And the thing is: I've always been that way. When I was
a little kid, my mother made me read them. // And now that I'm
President of the United States, I intend to keep reading them. //
The reason is simple -- as Casey Stengel said, "you can 1qok it

up": Never have newspapers been more crucial than over this past

year -- what I call the Revolution of '89. //

Today, that revolution is sweeping the globe -- demanding

rights that were central to America's Spirit of '76: Rights 1like
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freedom of assembly, religion, press, free speech. // For while

much has changed since America's first paper -- Publick

Lo
Occurrences -- geggn_in.1690. // What has not changed -- even in \%
today's age of visual images -- is the power of the printed word

to secure the freedons we ericans 1 ng ago sought, and
Were Tt m 4o mMe "ro CTdi M Lae_ o c%\w "y gove,mmeﬁ}

Jefferson said, "If-Tha —gevefﬁment
wrk\m.A MSEOLD, D MLIEPARLTS wloust Goser e LT arodd 6l nesotes & moment o Prete— dhe
without—newspapers—and—newspapers—without—a—governments—F-would. |y, .V

choose—the~Tatter.” And most Americans would agree. // Not

merely because newspapers helped write America's first draft of

history. But because -- in more countries than we dared dream
R NeLs \ Q. O
possible -- they are alsoﬁkﬁmxmx the“*Eirst—breath -of §Q

democracy.//
Over the last year, the printed word has helped liberty

spread from Nicaragua to the heart ongeéi%é& Europe. \%\
Encouraging free markets // endorsing ballots over bullets //
upholding free will unhampered by the State.

In Poland, for instance, Solidarity's strength has borne
fruit in free elections. // And in Germany, a wall collapses --
uniting brothers and lifting hearts. // To the south, Hungary
stages its first multi-party parliamentary elections since 1945

-- here, too, the printed word prevails. And in the Soviet Union

-~ its first multi-candidate elections at the local or Republic

level. // Events undreamt of a mere twelve months ago, and
e hote \\nio-ke o Ose ha- wOUl& w5 et dow\_
which eenfipn® -- as Thomas Dewey

e —_:%¥eu—ean$t—sheet—ea;1dea5
with éﬁggge" // Events show1ng how the printed word has been the

heartbeat pumping life into the democratic dream. //
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Such a heartbeat, of course, demands advocates. And let me

first note the dissidents and educators ~-- private citizens --
concerned individuals -- all who have acted as couriers of
Onmboy shefes

freedom. // Confucius wrote on -bricks—and—+ti3es; Ben Franklin on
rag paper. Like 'them, today's advocates have defied the odds,
and often the law, to print the truth that sets men free.

Recall how in China, students handed out dazibao --
o whe
handbills printed on mimeograph machines -- detailing '
Togpen . . ' . s
in Tiananmen Square. // Or how in Czechoslovakia,

workers risked imprisonment by passing faded copies of Vaclav
i i .
Havel's manuscripts from o@e reader to another. // In the USSR,

officials were ohce so afraid of information that photocopiers
were regulated. So brave citizens went underground -- printing
dissident writings -- "samizdat" -- a hundred carbons at a ;ime.
// Today, "samizdat" is ebbing -- for protest has gone above the
ground. //

If freedom is the essence of the printed word, these heroes

have also made it the message of the printed word -- carrying its
demand for human dignity to every corner of the globe. // And
today -- perhaps more than any time in history -- they march with
journalists who know freedom of expression to be mankind's
-greétest weapon, and shield.'//
R rue centries | .

For , America's newspapers have seen as their job to
tell the truth -- informing the public as fairly and responsibly.
as possible, and letting the chipé fall where they may. aAnd for

1@??;32% you have done that job brilliantly, and courageously. //

\

X
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What makes thgtgevolution of '89“so unprecedented is that at last

increasing number.of-foreign journalists are also free -- as well
as able -- to write the truth without censorship or fear. //
Reporters, commentators, and editors abroad who have gone from

instruments of the State to servants of the people. //

Who can think of 1989 and '90 without marveling at the men
and women who have upheld -- and honored -- the tradition of a
courageous free press? In Czechoslovakia, a playwright becomes
President. Both his foreign minister a chief spokesman are
] ?erﬁeo~ ]
former journalists who had been jailed by the oppressive

o
Communist regime for years. // In Columbia, the respected editor

of El Espectador is slain by assassins who shoot from:a speediung

motorcycle. But the murdered éditor's brother becomes publisher,
and vows to fight - and does. "It 1s a decisive moment in-our
history," he says. "We cannot back down."

In that country, a bomb last year lHJUﬁ.S over 70 employees

prbc ieol "1
of the same newSpaper. Its building igf&¢ﬁzuall¥.destroyed. But

the next day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a
competing paper's facilities. The front-page headline says, "We
will continue,“ They do. 2And let me commend those U.S. papers

Wthh bought ads in El Spectador to show support. // In Poland, '

the former edltor of Solldarlty Weekly is named Prime Minister.

// and in Nlcaragua =- perhaps ultimate proof that you Can¥
AQM wivh g4 elub.25

~ Violeta de. Chamorro, former

editor and wife of a murdered publisher, becomes president of the

X

A
«

“hear down



land he loved. Freedom of the press begets freedom of the
people.// |

The printed word propelled the Spirit of '76. And how spurs
the Revolution of '89. As more countries of the worid are
following in the fpotsteps of democracy, print journalists are
leading the way. // Writing that first draft of history -- and
breathing new 1ife into democracy. //

For that, I thank you -- as free men do around the globe.
Congratulations to all of you on this wonderful anniversary. And

God bless the United States of America.

% % #
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NEWSPAPER EDITORS

, ACTION FY|
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SCOWCROFT 1( - PORTER 5/ =
DARMAN 0 ROGICH g o |
o UNTERMEYER o o]
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
'%X2830, no later than 10:00 AM, Thursday, April 5, with a copy to
my office. Thank you,

RESPONSE:

No comment 4-¥-0,

James W. Cleconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Sta#t
Ext. 3702
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Ladies and gentlemen, honored guests. This marks my second
appearance as President before the American Society of Newspaper
Editors. I am happy for the opportunity to address you on the
300th anniversary of the American newspaper.

((Last year I spoke for nearly half-an-hour. This year I
thought I'd do something a little different and make my speech
the same length as the average story in USA Today. // So thank
you and good-day.)) //

((Seriously, I do have a confession. I'm a newspaper

junkie. // Each day I turn first to The Washington Post. Start

out with the funnies. Then, leaving the editorial page . . // I
read newspapers the way Barbara eats broccoli // avidly, with
gusto // whether it's good for you or not.)) //

((And the thing is: 1I've always been that way. When I was
a little kid, my mother made me read them. // And now that I'm
Pré%&dent of the United States, I intend to keep reading them. //

The reason is simple -- as Casey Stengel said, "you can look it

up:: Never have newspapers been more crucial than over this past

year -- what I call the Revolution of '89. //

Today, that revolution is sweeping the globe -- demanding

rights that were central to America's Spirit of '76: Rights like
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freedom of assembly, religion, press, free speech. // For while

much has changed since America's first paper -- Publick
Occurrences -- began in 1690. // What has not changed -- even in
today's age of visual images -- is the power of the printed word

to secure the freedoms we Americans long ago sought, and won. //
Jefferson said, "If I had to choose between a government

without newspapers and newspapers without a government, I would

choose the latter." And most Americans would agree. // Not

merely because newspapers helped write America's first draft of

history. But because -- in more countries than we dared dream
possible -- they are also becoming the first breath of

democracy.//
Over the last year, the printed word has helped liberty

spread from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe.
Encouraging free markets // endorsing ballots over bullets //
upholding free will unhampered by the State.

In Poland, for instance, Solidarity's strength has borne
fruit in free elections. // And in Germany, a wall collapses --
uniting brothers and lifting hearts. // To the south, Hungary
stages its first multi-party parliamentary elections since 1945

-- here, too, the printed word prevails. And in the Soviet Union

-- its first multi-candidate elections at the local or Republic

level. // Events undreamt of a mere twelve months ago, and

which confirm -- as Thomas Dewey said -- "You can't shoot an idea
with a gun." // Events showing how the printed word has been the

heartbeat pumping life into the democratic dream. //
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Such a heartbeat, of course, demands advocates. 2and let me
first note the dissidents and educators -- private citizens --

concerned individuals -- all who have acted as couriers of

freedom. // Confucius wrote on bricks and tiles; Ben Franklin on
rag paper. iike them, today's advocates have defied the odds,
and often the law, to print the truth that sets men free.

Recall how in China, students handed out dazibao --
handbills printed on mimeograph machines -- detailing that
horrible day in Tiananmen Square. // Or how in Czechoslovakia,
workers risked imprisonment by passing faded copies of Vaclav

Havel's manuscripts from one reader to another. // In the USSR,

officials were once so afraid of information that photocopiers

were regulated. So brave citizens Went underground -- printing
dissident writings -- "samizdat" -- a hundred carbons at a time.
// Today, "samizdat" is ebbing -- for protest has gone above the
ground. .//

If freedom is the essence of the printed wofd, these heroes
have also made it the message of the printed word -- carrying its
demand for human dignity to every corner of the globe. // And
today -- perhaps more than any time in history -- they march with
journalists who know freedom of expression to be mankind's
greatest weapon, ahd shield. //

For decades, America‘s newspapers have seen as their job to
tell the truth -- informing the public as fairly and responsibly
as possible, and letting the chips.fall where they may. And for

decades you have done that job brilliantly} and courageously. //
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What makes the Revolution of '89 so unp cedented is that at last

increasing number of elgn Journalls/S arqif?%f4fr§3 -- as well

as able -- to write the truth without censorship or fear. //
Reporters, commentators, and editors abroad who have gone from

instruments of the State to servants of the people. //

Who can think of 1989 and '90 without marveling at the men
and women who have upheld -- and honored -- the tradition of a
courageous free press? 1In Czechoslovakia, a playwright becomes
President. Both his foreign minister and chief spokesman are
former journalists who had been jailed by the oppressive
Communist regime for years. // 1In Columbia, the respected editor

of El Espectador is slain by assassins who shoot from a speediung

motorcycle. But the murdered editor's brother becomes publisher,
and vows to fight -- and does. "It is a decisive moment in our
history," he says. "We cannot back down."

In that country, a bomb last year injures over 70 employees
of the same newspaper. Its building is virtydily destroyed. But
the next day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a
competing paper's facilities. The front-page headline says, '"We
will continue." They do. And let me commend those U.S. papers

which bought ads in El Spectador to show support. // 1In Poland,

the former editor of Solidarity Weekly is named Prime Minister.

// And in Nicaragua -- perhaps ultimate proof that you
can't shoot an idea with a gun." Violeta de Chamorro, former

editor and wife of a murdered publisher, becomes president of the
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land he loved. Freedom of the press begets freedom of the

people.//
The printed word propelled the Spirit of '76. And how spurs

the Revolution of '89. As more countries of the world are
following in the footsteps of democracy, print journalists are
leading the way. // Writing that first draft of history -- and
breathing new life into democracy. //

'For that, I thank you -- as free men do arouﬁd the globe.
Congratulations to all of you on this wonderful anniversary. And

God bless the United States of America.

S S R



THE WHITE HOUSE \/

WASHINGTON

April 4, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR

COMMUNICATIONS
FROM: NELSON LUND

ASSOCIATE EL TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Newspaper Editors

At the request of James W. Cicconi, Counsel's office has reviewed
the captioned draft remarks. We have no legal objections. Our
comments follow.

(1) The quotation from Jefferson on page 2 is very flattering to
the audience but it is also absurd. I recommend that the
President not endorse such a foolish proposition, even if Thomas
Jefferson is the source.

(2) In the last line of the first paragraph on page 3, it would
be preferable to replace the word "law" with the word
"authorities" or the word "government."

(3) In the first line of the first full paragraph on page 5, the
word "how" should be replaced with the word "now."

Counsel's office appreciates the opportunity to review these
draft remarks.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
'x2830, no later than 10:00 AM, Thursday, April 5, with a copy to
my office, Thank you.

RESPONSE:

It o
MO communs = 490,

James W. Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staft
Ext. 2702
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g“\-,......‘// James W. Cicconi
' Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702
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Ladies and gentlemen, honored guests. This marks my second
appearance as President before the American Society of Newspaper
Editors. I am happyrfor the opportunity to address you on the
300th anniversary of the American newspaper.

((Last year I spoke for nearly half-an-hour. This year I
thought I'd do something a little different and make my speech
the same length as the average story in USA Today. // So thank
you and good-day.)) // '

((Seriously, I do have a confession. I'm a newspaper

junkie. // Each day I turn first to The Washington Post. Start

out with the funnies. Then, leaving the editorial page . . // I
read newspapers the way Barbara eats broccoli // avidly, with
gusto // whether it's good for you or not.)) //

((And the thing is: I've always been that way. When I was
a little kid, my mother made me read them. // And now that I'm
President of the United States, I intend to keep reading them. //
The reason is simple -- as Casey Stengel said, "you can look it

up": Never have newspapers been more crucial than over this past

year -- what I call the Revolution of '89. //

Today, that revolution is sweeping the globe -- demanding

rights that were central to America's Spirit of '76: Rights like
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freedom of assembly, religion, press, free speech. // For while

much has changed since America's first paper -- Publick
Occurrences -- began in 1690. // What has not changed -- even in
today's age of visual images -- is the power of the printed word

to secure the freedoms we Americans long ago sought, and won. //
Jefferson said, "If I had to choose between a government

without newspapers and newspapers without a government, I would

choose the latter."” And most Americans would agree. // Not

merely because newspapers helped write America's first draft of

history. But because -- in more countries than we dared dream
possible -- they are also becoming the first breath of

democracy.//
Over the last year, the printed word has helped liberty

spread from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe.
Encouraging free markets // endorsing ballots over bullets //
upholding free will unhampered by the State.

In Poland, for instance, Solidarity's strength has borne
fruit in free elections. // And in Germany, a wall collapses --
uniting brothers and lifting hearts. // To the south, Hungary
stages its first multi-party parliamentary elections since 1945

-- here, too, the printed word prevails. And in the Soviet Union

-- its first multi-candidate elections at the local or Republic

level. // Events undreamt of a mere twelve months ago, and

which confirm -- as Thomas Dewey said -- "You can't shoot an idea
with a gun." // Events showing how the printed word has been the

heartbeat pumping life into the democratic dream. //
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| Such a heartbeat, of course, demands advocates. And let me
first note the dissidents and educators -- private citizens --

concerned individuals -- all who have acted as couriers of

freedom. // Confucius wrote on bricks and tiles; Ben Franklin on
rag paper. Like them, today's advocates have defied the odds,
and often the law, to print the truth that sets men free.

Recall how in China, studénts handed out dazibao --
handbills printed on mimeograph machines -- detailing that
horrible day in Tiananmen Square. // Or how in Czechoslovakia,
workers risked imprisonment by passing faded copies of Vaclav.
Havel's manuscripts from one reader to another. // 1In the USSR,

officials were once so afraid of information that photocopiers

were regulated. So brave citizens went underground -- printing
dissident writings -- "samizdat" -- a hundred carbons at a time.
// Today, "samizdat" is ebbing -- for protest has gone above the
ground. // |

If freedom is the essence of the printed word, these heroces
have also made it the message of the printed word -- carrying its
demand for human dignity to every corner of the globe. // And
today -- perhaps more than any time in history -- they march with
journalists who know freedom of expression to be mankind's
greatest weapon, and shield. //

For decades, America's newspapers have seen as their job to
tell the truth ~-- informing the public as fairly and responsibly
as possible, and letting the chips fall where they may. And for

decades you have done that job brilliantly, and courageously. //
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wWhat makes the Revolution of '89 so unprecedented is that at last

increasing number of foreign journalists are also free -- as well
as able -- to write the truth without censorship or fear. //
Reporters, commentators, and editors abroad who have gone from

instruments of the State to servants of the people. //

Who can think of 1989 and '90 without marveling at the men
and women who have upheld -- and honored -- the tradition of a
courageous free press? In Czechoslovakia, a playwright'becomes
President. Both his foreign minister and chief spokesman are
former journalists who had been jailed by the oppressive
Communist regime for years. // In Columbia, the respected editor

of El Espectador is slain by assassins who shoot from a speediung

motorcycle. But the murdered editor’s brothef becomes publisher,
and vows to fight -- and does. "It is a decisive moment in our
history," he says. "We cannot back down."

In that country, a bomb last year injures over 70 employees
of the same newspaper. Its building is virtually destroyed. But
the next day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a
competing paper's facilities. The front-page headline says, "We
will continue." They do. And let me commend those U.S. papers

which bought ads in El Spectador to show support. // In Poland,

the former editor of Solidarity Weekly is named Prime Minister.

// And in Nicaragua =-- perhaps ultimate proof that you
can't shoot an idea with a gun." Violeta de Chamorro, former

editor and wife of a murdered publisher, becomes president of the
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land he loved. Freedom of the press begets freedom of the
people.// -

The printed word propelled the Spirit of '76. And how spurs
the Revolution of '89. As more countries of the world are
following in the footsteps of democracy, print journalists are
leading the way. // Writing that first draft of history -- and
breathing new life into democracy. //

For that, I thank you -- as free men do around the globe.
Congratulations to all of you on this wonderful anniversary. And

God bless the United States of America.

B8 % %
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER 4%/

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Newspaper Editors

The draft is well written and eloquently recognizes the
importance of a free press and its vital role in human affairs.
We have noted two typos, on page four, of the attached draft.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
'x2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Thursday, April 5, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Ladies and gentlemen, honored guests. This marks my second
appearance as Presidgnt before the American Society of Newspaper
Editors. I am happy for the opportunity to address you on the
300th anniversary 6f the American newspaper.

((Last year I spoke for nearly half-an-hour. This year I
thought I'd do something a little different and make my speech
the same length as the average story in USA Today. // So thank
you. and good-day.)) // |

((Seriously, I do have a confession. I'm a newspaper

junkie. // Each day I turn first to The Washington Post. Start

out with the funnies. Then, leaving the editorial page . . // I
read newspapers the way Barbara eats broccoli // avidly, with
gusto // whether it's good for you or not.)) //

((And the thing is: I've always been that way. When I was
a little kid, my mother made me read them. // And now that I'm
President of the United States, I intend to keep reading them. //
The reason is simple -- as Casey Stengel said, "you can look it

up": Never have newspapers been more crucial than over this past

year -~ what I call the Revolution of '89. //

Today, that revolution is sweeping the globe -- demanding

rights that were central to America's Spirit of '76: Rights like
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freedom of assembly, religion, press, free speech. // For while

much has changed since America's first paper -- Publick
Occurrences -- began in 1690. // What has not changed -- even in
today's age of visual images -- is the power of the printed word

to secure the freedoms we Americans long ago sought, and won. //
Jefferson said, "If I had to choose between a government

without newspapers and newspapers without a government, I would

choose the latter." And most Americans would agree. // Not

merely because newspapers helped write America's first draft of

history. But because -- in more countries than we dared dream
possible -- they are also becoming the first breath of

democracy.//
Over the last year, the printed word has helped liberty

spread from Nicaragua to the heart of Central Europe.
Encouraging free markets // endorsing ballots over bullets //
upholding free will unhampered by the State.

In Poland, for instance, Solidarity's strength has borne
fruit in free elections. // &and in Germany, a wall collapses -~
uniting brothers and lifting hearts. // To the south, Hungary
stages its first multi-party parliamentary elections since 1945

-- here, too, the printed word prevails. 2And in the Soviet Union

-- its first multi-candidate elections at the local or Republic

level. // Events undreamt of a mere twelve months ago, and

which confirm -- as Thomas Dewey said -- "You can't shoot an idea
with a gun." // Events showing how the printed word has been the

heartbeat pumping life into the democratic dream. //
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Such a heartbeat, of course, demands advocates. And let me
first note the dissidents and educators -- private citizens --

concerned individuals -- all who have acted as couriers of

freedom. // Confucius wrote on bricks and tiles; Ben Franklin on
rag paper. Like them, today's advocates have defied the odds,
and often the law, to print the truth that sets men free.

Recall how in China, students handed out dazibao --
handbills printed on himeograph machines -- detailing that
horrible day in Tiananmen Square. // Or how in Czechoslovakia,
workers risked imprisonment by passing féded copies of Vvaclav
Havel's manuscriﬁts from one reader to another. // In the USSR,

officials were once so afraid of information that photocopiers

were regulated. So brave citizens went underground -- printing
dissident writings -- "samizdat" -- a hundred carbons at a time.
// Today, "samizdat" is ebbing -- for protest has gone above the
ground. //

If freedom is the essence of the printed word, these heroes
have also made it the message of the printed word -- carrying its
demand for human dignity to every corner of the globe. // And
today -- perhaps more than any time in history -- they march with
journalists who know freedom of expression to be mankind's
greatest weapon, aﬁd shield. //

For decades, America's newspapers have seen as their job to
tell the truth -- informing the public as'fairly and responsibly
as possible, and letting the chips fall where they may. Aand for

decades you have done that job brilliantly, and courageously. //
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What makes the Revolution of '89 so unprecedented is that at last

increasing numbeﬁgof foreign journalists are also free -- as well
as able -- to write the truth without censorship or fear. //
Reporters, commentators, and editors abroad who have gone from

instruments of the State to servants of the people. //

Who can think of 1989 and '90 without marveling at the men
and women who have upheld -- and honored -- the tradition of a
courageous free press? 1In Czechoslovakia, a playwright becomes
President. Both his foreign minister and chief spokesman are
former journalists who had been jailed by the oppressive

\

Communist regime for years. // 1In Columbia, the respected editor

"
of El1 Espectador is slain by assassins who shoot from a spee

motorcycle. But the murdered editor's brother becomes publisher,

and vows to fight -- and does. "It is a decisive moment in our
history," he says. '"We cannot back down."

In that country, a bomb last year injures over 70 employees
of the same newspaper. Its building is virtually destroyed. But
the next day, an edition hits the streets -- printed by a
competing paper's facilities. The front-page headline says, '"We
will continue." They do. And let me commend those U.S. papers

which bought ads in El Spectador to show support. // In Poland,

the former editor of Solidarity Weekly is named Prime Minister.

// And in Nicaragua -- perhaps ultimate proof that you
can't shoot an idea with a gun." Violeta de Chamorro, former

editor and wife of a murdered publisher, becomes president of the
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land he loved. Freedom of the press begets freedom of the

people.//

The printed word propelled the Spirit of '76. And how spurs
the Revolution of '89. As morevéountries of the world are
following in the fobtsteps of democracy, print journalists are
leading the way. // Writing that first draft of history -- and
breathing new life into democracy. //

For that, I thank you -- as free men do around the globe.
Congratulations to all of you on this wonderful anniversary. And

God bless the United States of America.
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