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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 6, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
DURING 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON'S INAUGURATION

The State Floor

3:21 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome. Well, what a wonderful reunion.
And thanks, first, to the family, especially our esteemed friend,
Lady Bird Johnson. As well as her daughters, Lynda and Luci. And
the grandkids: Lynn, Nicole, Rebekah, Claudia, Catherine, and
missing in action, Lucinda, who is doing her thesis =-- finishing her
thesis at Princeton University and, thus, cannot be with us on this
special occasion; sends her mother and dad, Senator and Mrs. Robb.
And, of course, our distinquished Senator, a member of the family,
Chuck Robb. We're delighted he's here. Lloyd Bentsen, I'm told was
to be here, but maybe he is not. And I don't see Pat Moynihan, but
both of them are missing in action and both wanted to be here to pay
their respects.

I'm speaking for the Vice President and Mrs. Quayle and
Barbara Bush when I say how very pleased we are to have all of you
here. I want to single out =-- and I hope they're here -- our fellow
Texans over here: the former Speaker, Jim Wright, and Jake Pickle,
and Kiki de la Garza, and so many other distinguished friends of
President Johnson, and so many members of his Cabinet. I know I'm
going in trouble with this one, because we haven't got it totally
complete. But I'll just stop and say welcome to the former members
of the Johnson Cabinet, because there are so many. And I think it is
fitting that all of you are here. 1I'll be in trouble if I keep
singling out names. But a couple of more "thank yous" like this =--
keep going on this and Valenti will think he's back at the Academy
Awards. (Laughter.) And none of us can afford that.

Jack Valenti, our dear friend, he probably described
Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well as anybody ever has. His book -~ -
Jack's book was entitled, "A Very Human President," and that he
surely was. "An awesome engine of a man," Jack called him,
"terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic; loving of land, grass,
and water. Engulflng, patient, impatient, caring, insightful,
devoted to wife, family and friends; Compassionate. Courageous.
And full of humor."

That about says it all, but I'll go on a little bit.
LBJ's humor was matched perhaps only by his bigness of heart. At the
Inaugural Ball at the Statler-Hilton, he looked at Hubert Humphrey --
whose sister is with us today, I'm pleased to say -- at that point,

Hubert had been Vice President -- there she is -- had been Vice
President for less than 12 hours. "There he is," LBJ exclaimed, "the
greatest Vice President I've ever known." (Laughter.)

He was a towering and passionate figure, endlassly in
motion. And those in the press who think the White House is hectic
today ought trade some notes with Bill Moyers. Bill was LBJ's Press
Secretary for a time, and told how one day the President called him

in his office and said, "Bill, I'm going to Honolulu." Bill said,
"Fine, Mr. President. 1I'll come over and talk to you about it.
Where are you?" LBJ replied, "Over Los Angeles." (Laughter.)

Lyndon Johnson loved this country; loved her land and
loved her people. And one of my own personal heroes, Dwight
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Eisenhower, served as President when LBJ was Majority Leader in the’
Senate. And Ike often said that he knew that whenever the great
issues of national security were concerned, Lyndon Johnson would
always be a partisan of principle, not a partisan of party.

Historians will continue to argue about his legacy, as
they do about the legacy of every single president. And some say the
greatest thing he ever did was heal the nation after a tragic loss.
Others say it was the 1964 Civil Rights Act, or the Voting Rights Act
in '65. But whatever, the greatest thing LBJ ever did -- Sam Rayburn
said there was no doubt about the best thing he ever did, and that
was marrying Lady Bird Johnson. (Applause.)

And I think those who know Lyndon better than I would say-
that she was his anchor and his strength. And she never failed him.
And she was always there. And as she has once again today, Lady Bird
brought to the White House dignity, and warmth, and grace. And she
was never on stage, never acting out some part, always the same
genuine lady no matter what the setting. Her gift of language is a
combination of both elegance and simplicity, a vivid imagery that
charms our country to this very day.

Mrs. Johnson, you, too, have left this nation a very
important legacy. Barbara reminds me of that every single day. A2nd
those who travel by car along the banks of the Potomac, or who walk
or bicycle along its paths, are each day struck by the wonder of your
gift. Friends back home tell me that the wildflowers planted along
Texas highways at your direction are the prettiest ever this year.
The bluebonnets and the Indian paint brush line Interstate 10 from
San Antonio to Houston.

And I remember a few years back when Barbara and I were
headed from Houston to College Station for a commencement up at A &
M. And we skipped the chopper ride and drove so we could see your
beautiful wildflowers in bloom.

And today some have renewed the debate about when and
where the first Earth Day was conceived, about when the environmental
movement was first launched in America. But I have a feeling that it
began just about the time a nation of new trees and flowers started
appearing at the business end of a shovel held by Lady Bird Johnson.
(Applause.)

The Johnsons were close to both the land and the people,
and LBJ often spoke about the strength that comes from the power for
good that lies out there in the fertile lands and great cities in
America. About America's deep confidence in itself. Its conviction
that we don't have any problem that we are not big enough to solve
ourselves, and always remembering that all our successes can always
be improved.

He tried with all his heart and to be the best President
that this country ever had for the people who are pressed against the
wall, whose cries are often not heard. But he heard. Lyndon Johnson
heard. 2And he often told of spotting a tombstone he admired
somewhere out in West Texas, I believe it was. It carried just four
simple words, "He done his damnedest." (Laughter.)

Well, some say that that fabled tombstone never existed.
But it does now. From the Potomac to the Pedernales, no one ever
earned that epitaph more than Lyndon Baines Johnson. "He done his
damnedest.". - - - T T T

So thank you all for coming. (Applause.) Thank you all
for coming. And to the members of my own administration -- and I
think Marlin is here and one or two others. Take heart, just 24
years from now, you too might be invited back to your own reunion.
(Laughter.) Perhaps even hosted by President Robb. (Laughter.)
President Jennifer Robb. (Applause.)

END 3:30 P.M. EDT
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 4&
THROUGH : DAVID DEMAREST
FROM: EDWARD McNALLY W
SUBJECT: REMARKS FOR L.B.J. INAUGURAL ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION
I. SUMMARY

You are scheduled to give remarks to a gathering of
former Johnson Administration officials celebrating the 25th
anniversary of Lyndon Johnson's Inauguration.

II. DISCUSSION

on Friday, April 6, at 3:30 p.m. in the East Room, you
will give remarks (7 minutes; cards) to 130 former Cabinet
members, White House aides, and Johnson family members.

As you requested, the attached draft reflects Jack
Valenti's guidance on "one or two thoughts that Lady Bird would
appreciate."

(A NOTE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Listed in the remarks are
Johnson family members, members of Congress, and some Johnson
Cabinet members. You may want to add some of the following:
Joseph Barr, Alan Boyd, McGeorge Bundy, Horace Busby, Joseph
Ccalifano, Liz Carpenter, Ramsey Clark, Henry Fowler, Orville
Freeman, John Gardner, Larry O'Brien, Walt Rostow, Dean Rusk, Bob
Strauss, Alex Trowbridge, Cyrus Vance, and Bob Wood.)

DR TN SN



McNally/Simon
April 3, 1990
Draft Three (B:LBJ)
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION 25th ANNIVERSARY
THE EAST ROOM, THE WHITE HOUSE
FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1990, 3:30 P.NM.

Thanks first -- to the family -- our dear friend Lady Bird.
Lynda and Luci. The grandkids, Patrick, Nicole, Rebekah,’
Claudia, Lucinda, Catherine, and the youngest, Jenn;fer. And of
course, Senator Chuck Robb. His distinguished colleagues: Lloyd
Bentsen, Bob Byrd, Dan Inouye, Pat Moynihan. WMy fellow Texans
Jéke Pickle, Henry Gonzalez, Kiki de la Garza. Former Speaker
Jim Wright. And so many distinguished members of President
Johnson's Cabinet: Clark Clifford, Bob McNamara, Anthony
Celebrezze, Nick Katzenbach, and Stewart Udall.

I'11 be in trouble if I keep going. A couple more "thank

you's" and Jack Valenti'll think he's back at the Academy Awards.

Jack probably described Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well

as anybody ever has. Jack's book was entitled, A Very Human

President, and that he surely was. "An awesome engine of a man,"
Jack called him, "terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic...
Loving of land, grass, and water. Engulfing, patient, impatient,
caring, insightful, devoted to wife, family and friends...
Compassionate. Courageous. Full of humor."

1BJ's humor was matched perhaps only by his bigness of
heart. —At the Inaugural Ball at the Statler-Hilton, he looked at
Hubert Humphrey -- at that point Vice President for less than 12

hours. "There he is," LBJ exclaimed, "the greatest Vice

President I have ever knownl" \\\\
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He was a towering, passionate figure, endlessly in motion.
Those in the press who think the White House is hectic today
should trade notes with Bill Moyers. Bill was LBJ's press
secretary for a time, and told how one day the President called
him in his office and said: "Bill, I'm going to Honolulu." -Bill
said: "Fine, Mr. President. I'll come over and talk to you
about it. Where are you?" And LBJ replied: "Over Los Angeles."

Lyndon Johnson loved America, loved her land, loved her
people. One of my own personal heroes, Dwight Eisenhower, served
as President when LBJ was Majority Leader in the Senate. And Ike
often Said that he knew that whenever the great issues of
national security were concerned, Lyndon Johnson would always be
a partisan of principle -- not a partisan of party.

Historians will continue to argue about LBJ's iegacy. Some
say the greatest thing he ever did was heal the Nation after our
tragic loss. Others say it was the 1964 Civil Rights Act, or the
Voting Rights Act the following year. But whatever the greatest
thing LBJ ever did -- Sam Rayburn said there was no doubt about

the best thing LBJ ever did: Marrying Lady Bird Johnson. RN

- She was his anchor and his strength. She never failed him.
She was always there.

And as she has once again today, Lady Bird brought to the
White House dignity, warmth and grace. She was never on stage,
never acting out a part, always the same genuine lady no matter

what the setting. Her gift of language is a combination of both
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elegance and simplicity, a vivid imagery tﬁat charms America to
this day.

Mrs. Johnson, you, too, have left this Nation an important
legacy. Those who travel by car along the banks of the Potomac,
©or who walk or bicycle along its paths, are each day struck'by
the wonder of your gift. Friends back home tell me that the
wildflowers planted along Texas highways at your direction are
the prettiest ever this Year. The bluebonnets and the Indian
paint brush line Interstate 10 from Austin to Houston.

And I remember a few Years back when Barbara and I were
headed from Houston to College Station for A & M's commencement,
We skipped the helicopter ang insisted on driving so we could see
Your beautiful wildflowers in bloom.

Today some have renewed the debate about when and where the
first Earth Day was conceived, about when the environmehtal
movement was first launched in America. Well, I say it began
Just about the time a nation of new trees and flowers started
appearing at the business end of a shovel held by Lady Bird
Johnson. \\\\

The Johnsons were close to both the land and the people, and
LBJ often spoke about "the strength that comes from the power for
good that lies out there in the fertile lands and great c1t1es of

Amerlca. (About] America' S deep confidence in itself... 1Its

Successes can always be improved."
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He tried with all his heart to be the best President this
country ever had for the people who are pressed against the wall,
whose cries were often not heard. But he heard. Lyndon heard.

LBJ often told of spotting a tombstone he admired somewhere
out in West Texas. It carried just four simple words:

"He done his damnedest."

Some say that fabled tombstone never existed. But it does

now. From the Potomac to the Pedernales, no one ever earned that
epitaph more than Lyndon Baines Johnson. "He done his
damnedest.”™ \\\\

So thank you all for coming today, for your service to your
country, for honoring this great President.

And to the members of my own Administration -- I see Marlin
over there =-- take heart. Just 24 years and you'li be invited

back to your own reunion -- perhaps even hosted by President Robb

-- President Jennifer Robb. \\\\

Thank you. And may God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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Byt GRANDKIDS, PATRICK,
IDA, CATHERINE, AND THE
YOUNGEST, JENNIFER. AND OF COURSE, SENATOR CHUCK ROBB.

HIS DISTINGUISHED COLLEAGUES: LLoyp BENTSEN AND PaT
MOYNIHAN.

-2 -
My FELLow TEXANs JAKE PickLe, HENRY GONzALEZ, KIKA DE
LA GARZA. FORMER SPEAKER JIM WRIGHT. AND SO MANY
DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON’'S CABINET,
INCLUDING: CLARK CLIFFORD, BoB McNAMARA, ANTHONY
CeLeBrezze [CELL-A-BREE-zeel, Nrick KATZENBACH, AND
STEWART UpALL.

I'LL BE IN TROUBLE IF I KEEP GOING. A COUPLE MORE

"THANK YOU's" AND JACK VALENTI'LL THINK HE'S BACK AT
THE ACADEMY AWARDS.
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JACK PROBABLY DESCRIBED LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON ABOUT
AS WELL AS ANYBODY EVER HAS. JACK'S BOOK WAS ENTITLED,

A_VEry HuMAN PRESIDENT, AND THAT HE SURELY WAS. "AN
AWESOME ENGINE OF A MAN," JACK CALLED HIM,

"TERRORIZING, TENDER, INEXHAUSTIBLY ENERGETIC...
LoviNG OF LaND, GRASS, AND WATER. ENGULFING, PATIENT,
IMPATIENT, CARING, INSIGHTFUL, DEVOTED TO WIFE, FAMILY

AND FRIENDS... COMPASSIONATE. COURAGEOUS. FuLL oF
HUMOR. "

-4 -
LBJ'S HUMOR WAS MATCHED PERHAPS ONLY BY HIS BIGNESS
OF HEART. AT THE INAUGURAL BALL AT THE STATLER-HILTON,
HE LOOKED AT HUBERT HUMPHREY -- AT THAT POINT VICE
PRESIDENT FOR LESS THAN 12 HOURS. "THERE HE 1s," LBJ

EXCLAIMED, "THE GREATEST VICE PRESIDENT I HAVE EVER

KNOWN!" \\\\

HE was A TOWERING, PASSIONATE FIGURE, ENDLESSLY IN
MOTION.
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THOSE IN THE PRESS WHO THINK THE WHITE House 1s HECTIC
TODAY SHOULD TRADE NOTES WITH BrLL Movers. BILL WAS

- LBJ's PRESS SECRETARY FOR A TIME, AND TOLD HOW ONE DAY
THE PRESIDENT CALLED HIM IN HIS OFFICE AND SAID:
"BiLL, I'M GoING TO HonoLuLu." BrLL SAID: "FINE, MR.
PRESIDENT. I'LL COME OVER AND TALK TO YoU ABOUT IT.
WHERE ARE You?" AND LBJ REPLIED: "QVER Los ANGELES."

-6 -

LYNDON JOHNSON LOVED AMERICA, LOVED HER LAND, LOVED
HER PEOPLE. ONE OF MY OWN PERSONAL HEROES, DWIGHT
EISENHOWER, SERVED AS PRESIDENT WHEN LBJ was MAJORITY
LEADER IN THE SENATE. AND IKE OFTEN SAID THAT HE KNEW
THAT WHENEVER THE GREAT ISSUES OF NATIONAL SECURITY
WERE CONCERNED, LYNDON JOHNSON WOULD ALWAYS BE A
PARTISAN OF PRINCIPLE -- NOT A PARTISAN OF PARTY.

HISTORIANS WILL CONTINUE TO ARGUE ABouT LBJ's
LEGACY.
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SOME SAY THE GREATEST THING HE EVER DID WAS HEAL THE
NATION AFTER OUR TRAGIC LOSS. OTHERS SAY IT WAS THE
1964 CIvIL RIcHTS AcT, OR THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT THE
FOLLOWING YEAR. BUT WHATEVER THE GREATEST THING LBJ
EVER DID -- SAM RAYBURN SAID THERE WAS NO DOUBT ABOUT
THE BEST THING LBJ EVER DID: MARRYING LaDY BIrD

JOHNSON. \\\\

SHE WAS HIS ANCHOR AND HIS STRENGTH. SHE NEVER

FAILED HIM. SHE WAS ALWAYS THERE.

-8 -

AND AS SHE HAS ONCE AGAIN TODAY, LADY BIRD BROUGHT
TO THE WHITE HOUSE DIGNITY, WARMTH AND GRACE. SHE waAs
NEVER ON STAGE, NEVER ACTING OUT A PART, ALWAYS THE
SAME GENUINE LADY NO MATTER WHAT THE SETTING. HER GIFT
OF LANGUAGE IS A COMBINATION OF BOTH ELEGANCE AND
SIMPLICITY, A VIVID IMAGERY THAT CHARMS AMERICA TO THIS
DAY. |

MRs. JOHNSON, YOU, TOO, HAVE LEFT THIS NATION AN
IMPORTANT LEGACY.
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THOSE WHO TRAVEL BY CAR ALONG THE BANKS OF THE PoToMAC,
OR WHO WALK OR BICYCLE ALONG ITS PATHS, ARE EACH DAY
STRUCK BY THE WONDER OF YOUR GIFT. FRIENDS BACK HOME
TELL ME THAT THE WILDFLOWERS PLANTED ALONG TEXAS
HIGHWAYS AT YOUR DIRECTION ARE THE PRETTIEST EVER THIS

YEAR. THE BLUEBONNETS AND THE INDIAN PAINT BRUSH LINE
INTERSTATE 10 FROM SAN ANTONIO TO HousTON.

- 10 -

AND I REMEMBER A FEW YEARS BACK WHEN BARBARA AND I
WERE HEADED FROM HOUSTON To COLLEGE STATION FOR A & M's
COMMENCEMENT. WE SKIPPED THE HELICOPTER AND INSISTED
ON DRIVING SO WE COULD SEE YOUR BEAUTIFUL WILDFLOWERS
IN BLOOM.

TODAY SOME HAVE RENEWED THE DEBATE ABOUT WHEN AND
WHERE THE FIRST EARTH DAY WAS CONCEIVED, ABOUT WHEN THE
ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT WAS FIRST LAUNCHED IN AMERICA.



- 11 -
WELL, I SAY IT BEGAN JUST ABOUT THE TIME A NATION OF
NEW TREES AND FLOWERS STARTED APPEARING AT THE BUSINESS
END OF A SHOVEL HELD BY LADY BIrp Jounson. \\\\

THE JOHNSONS WERE CLOSE TO BOTH THE LAND AND THE
PEOPLE, AND LBJ OFTEN SPOKE ABOUT "THE STRENGTH THAT
COMES FROM THE POWER FOR GOOD THAT LIES OUT THERE IN
THE FERTILE LANDS AND GREAT CITIES OF AMERICA.

- 12 -
[ABOUT] AMERICA'S DEEP CONFIDENCE IN ITSELF... Its
CONVICTION THAT WE DON'T HAVE ANY PROBLEM THAT WE ARE
NOT BIG ENOUGH TO SOLVE OURSELVES -- AND ALWAYS
REMEMBERING THAT ALL OUR SUCCESSES CAN ALWAYS BE
IMPROVED. " ’

HE TRIED WITH ALL HIS HEART TO BE THE BEST
PRESIDENT THIS COUNTRY EVER HAD FOR THE PEOPLE WHO ARE
PRESSED AGAINST THE WALL, WHOSE CRIES WERE OFTEN NOT
HEARD. BUT HE HEARD. LYNDON HEARD.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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4/5/90 ACﬂON/COéC‘{IRRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: —-

DATE:

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LBJ INAUGURAL ANNIVERSARY

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI .
VICE PRESIDENT 0 ( MCCLURE O i
SUNUNU a { NEWMAN O a
SCOWCROFT a a PORTER O [7 4
DARMAN o o ROGICH ] y’
BATES a a UNTERMEYER O a
CARD O { ROGERS O ¥
CICCONI O J WINSTON oo m% {
DEMAREST | { PINKERTON O ﬁv"
»
FITZWATER 0 { PORTER ROSE O dﬂ
GRAY 0 ( FIRESTONE O I
HAGIN a a a O
REMARKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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INFORMATION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT L&
THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST
FROM: EDWARD McNALLY W
SUBJECT: REMARKS FOR L.B.J. INAUGURAL ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION

I. SUMMARY

You are scheduled to give remarks to a gathering of
former Johnson Administration officials celebrating the 25th
anniversary of Lyndon Johnson's Inauguration. :

II. " DISCUSSION

On Friday, April 6, at 3:30 p.m. in the East Room, you
will give remarks (7 minutes; cards) to 130 former Cabinet
members, White House aides, and Johnson family members.

As you requested, the attached draft reflects Jack
Valenti's guidance on "one or two thoughts that Lady Bird would
appreciate."

(A NOTE ON ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Listed in the remarks are
Johnson family members, members of Congress, and some Johnson
Cabinet members. You may want to add some of the following:
Joseph Barr, Alan Boyd, McGeorge Bundy, Horace Busby, Joseph
Califano, Liz Carpenter, Ramsey Clark, Henry Fowler, Orville
Freeman, John Gardner, Larry O'Brien, Walt Rostow, Dean Rusk, Bob
Strauss, Alex Trowbridge, Cyrus Vance, and Bob Wood.)



McNally/Simon
April 3, 1990

180 APR -4 ol 42 Draft Three (B:LBJ)

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION 25th ANNIVERSARY
THE EAST ROOM, THE WHITE HOUSE
FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1990, 3:30 P.M.

: (o especially  ofbeemed Johnss
Thanks first -- to the family ==, our éeafﬁfrlend Lady Birdg® "
. ZZ(:;L}: ;..ynda and Luci. The grandkids, Patrick, Nicole, Rebekah,
Claudia, Lucinda, Catherine, and the youngest, Jennifer. And of
course, Senator Chuck Robb. His distinguished colleagues: Lloyd
Bentse9,/62358yr67—aan—;aouyoy Pat Moynihan. My fellow Texans
Jake Pickle, Henry Gonzalez, Kiki) de la Garza. Former Speaker
Jim Wright. And so many distinguished members of President
Johnson's Cabine')hcé?igg Clifford, Bob McNamara, Anthony
Ccell-, L'grEE-2¢€7)

Celebrezzey\Nick Katzenbach, and Stewart Udall.

I'll be in trouble if I keep going. A couple more "thank
you's™ and Jack Valenti'll think he's back at the Academy Awards.

Jack probably described Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well
as anybody ever has. Jack's book was entitled, A Very Human
President, and that he surely was. "An awesome engine of a man,"
Jack called him, "terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic...
Loving of land, grass, and water. Engulfing, patient, impatient,
caring, insightful, devoted to wife, family and friends...
Compassionate. Courageous. Full of humor."

LBJ's humor was matched perhaps only by his bigness of
heart. At the Inaugural Ball at the Statler-Hilton, he looked at
Hubert Humphrey -- at that point Vice President for less than 12

hours. "There he is," LBJ exclaimed, "the greatest Vice

esident ave er known!" \\\\
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He was a towering, passionate figure, endlessly in motion.
Those in the press who think the White House is hectic today
should trade notes with Bill Moyers. Bill was LBJ's press
secretary for a time, and told how one day the President called
him in his office and said: "Bill, I'm going to Honolulu."® Bill
said: "Fine, Mr. President. I'll come over and talk to you
about it. Where are you?" And LBJ replied: “oOver Los Angelesg."

Lyndon Johnson loved America, loved hér land, loved her
pepple. Oone of my own personal heroces, Dwight Eisenhower, served
as President whep LBJ was Majority Leader in the Senate. And Ike
often said that he knew that whenever the great issues of
national security were -concerned, Lyndon Johnson yould élways be
a partisan of principle -- not a partisan of party.

Historians will continue to argue about LBJ's legacy. Some
say the greatesf thing he-ever did was heal the Nation after our
tragic loss. Others say it was the 1964 Civil Rights Act, or the
Voting Rights Act the following year. But whatever the greatest
thing LBJ ever did -- Sam Rayburn said there was no doubt about
the best thing LBJ ever did: Marrying Lady Bird Johnson. W\

She was his anchor and his strength. She never failed him.
She-was always there.

And as she has once again today, Lady Bird brought to the
White House dignity, warmth and grace. She was never on stage,

never acting out a part, always the same genuine lady no matter

what the setting. Her gift of language is a combination of both
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'elegance and simplicity, a vivid imagery that charms America to
this day. |

'~ Mrs. Johnson, you, too, have left this Nation an important
legacy. Those who travel by car along the banks of the Potomac,
or who walk or bicycle along its paths, are each day struck by
the wonder of your gift. Friends back home tell me that the
wildflowers planted along Texas highways at your direction are
the prettiest ever this year. The bluebonnets and the Indian
paint brush line Interstate 10 from San Antonio to Houston.

And I remember a few years back when Barbara and I were
headed from Houston to College Station for A & M's commencement.
We skipped the helicopte; and insisted on driving so we could see
your beautiful wildflowers in bloom.

Today some have renewed the debate about when and where the
first Earth Day was conceived, about when the environmental
movement was first launched in America. Well, I say it began
just about the time a nation of new trees and flowers started
appearing at the business end of a shovel held by Lady Bird
"Johnson. \\\\

The Johnsons were close to both the land and the people, and
LBJ often spoke about "the strengtﬁ that comes from the power for
- good that lies out there in the fertile lands and great cities of
America. [About] Amerlca s deep confidence in itself... Its
conviction that we don't have any problem that we are not big
enough to solQe ourselves -- and always remembering that all our

Successes can always be improved."
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He tried with all his heart to be the best President this
country ever had. for the people who are pressed against the wali,
whose cries were often not heard. But he heard. Lyndon heard.

LBJ often told of spotting a tombstone he admired somewhere
out in West Texas. It carried just four simple words:

"He done his damnedest."

Some say that fabled tombstone never existed. But it does
now. From the Potomac to the Pedernales, no one ever earned that
epitaph more than Lyndon Baines Johnson. "He done his
damnedest.® \\\\

So thank you all for coming today, for your service to your
country, for honoring this great President.

And to the members of my own Administration -- I see Marlin

over there -- take heart. Just 24 years and you'll be invited

. back to your own reunion -- perhaps even hosted by President Robb

-- President Jennifer Robb. \\\\
Thank you. And may God bless the United States of America.
# ¥ #
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WD Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
. X2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Tuesday, April 3, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Thanks first -- to the family -- our dear friend Lady Bird.
Lynda and Luci. The grandkids, Patrick, Nicole, Rebekah,
Claudia, Lucinda, Catherine; and the youngest, Jennifer.. And of
course, Senator Chuck Robb. His distinguished colleagues: Lloyd

_ '
Bentsen, Bob Byrd, Dan Inouye, Pat Moynihan. My fellow Texans
Jake Pickle, Henry Gonzalez, Kiki de la Garza. Former Speaker
Jim Wright. And so many distinguished members of President
Johnson's Cabinet: Clark Clifford, Bob McNamara, Anthony
Celebrezze, Nick Katzenbach, and Stewart Udall.
I'll be in trouble if I keep going. A couple more "thank

)

you's" and Jack Valeﬁti'll think he's back at the AcademylAwards.

Jack probably described Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well

as anybody ever has. The book was entitled, A Very Human

President, and that he surely was. "An awesome engine of a man,"
_Jack called him, "terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic...
Loving of land, grass, and water. Engulfing, patient, impatient,
' caring, insightful, devoted to wife, family and friends...
- Compassionate. Courageous. Full of humor."

LBJ's humor was matched perhaps only by his bigness of
heart. At the Inaugural Ball at the Statler-Hilton, he looked at:
Hubert Humphrey -- at that boint Vice President for leés than 12

hours. "There he is," LBJ exclaimed, "the greatest Vice

President I have ever known!" \\\\
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He was a towering, passionate figure, endlessly in motion.
Those in the press who think the White House is hectic today
should trade notes with Bill Moyers. Bili was LBJ's press
secretary for a time, and told how one day the President called
him in his office and said: "Bill, I'm going to Honolulu." Bill
said: "Fine, Mr. President. 1I'll come over and talk to you
about it. Where are you?" And LBJ replied: "Over Los Angeles."

Lyndon Johnson loved America, loved her land, loved her
people. One of my own personal heroes, Dwight Eisenhower, served
as President when LBJ was Majority Leader in-the Senate. And Ike
often said that he knew that whenever the great issues of
national security were concerned, Lyndon Johnson would'always be
a partisan of principle -- not a partisan of party.

Historians will continue to argue about LBJ's legacy. Some
say the greatest thing-he ever did was heal the Nation after a
tragic loss. Others say it was the 1964 Ccivil Rights Act, or the
Voting Rights Act the following year. But whatever the greatest
thing LBJ ever did -- Sam Rayburn said there was no doubt about

the best thing LBJ ever did: Marrying Lady Bird Johmson. \\\\

She was his anchor and his strength. She never failed him.
'She was always there.

And as she has once again today, Lady Bird brought to the
White House dignity, warmth and grace. She was never on stage,
-never actihg out a part, alwéys the same genuine lady no matter

what the setting. Her gift of language is a combination of both
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'elegance and simplicity, a vivid imagery that charms America to
this day.

Mrs. Johnson, you, too, have left this Nation an important
legacy. Those who travel by car along the banks of the Potomac,
or who walk or bicycle along its paths, are each day struck by
the wonder of your gift. Friends back home tell me that the
wildflowers planted along Texas highways at your direction are
the prettiest ever this year. The bluebonnets and the Indian
paint brush line Interstate 10 from Austin to Houston. |

And I remember a few years back when Barbara and I were
headed from Houston to College Station for A & M's commencement.
We skipped the helicopter and insisted on driving so we could see
your beautiful wildflowers in bloom.

Today some have renewed the debate about when and where,ﬁhe
first Earth Day was conéeived, about when the environmental
movement was first launched in America. Wwell, I say it began
just about the time a nation of new trees and flbwers started
appearing at the business end of a shovel held by Lady Bird
Johnson. \\\\

The Jéhnsons were close to both the land and the people, and
LBJ often spoke about "the strength that comes from the power for
good that lies out there in the fertile lands and great cities of
America. [About] America's deep confidence in itself... its
conviction that we don't have any problem that we are not big
enough to solve ourselves -- and always remembering that all our

successes can always be improved."



4
He tried with éll his heart to be the best President this
country ever had for the people who are pressed against the wall,
whose cries were often not heard. But he heard. Lyndon heard.
LBJ often told of spotting a tombstone he admired somewhere
out in West Texas. It carried just four simple words:
"He done his damnedest.”

Some say that fabled tombstone never existed. But it does

now. From the Potomac to the Pedernales, no one ever earned thét
epitaph more than Lyndon Baines Johnson. "He done his
damnedest." \\\\

So thank you all for coming today, for your service to your

country, for honoring this great President.

And to the members of my own Administration -- I see Mariin
over there -- take heart. Just 24 years and you'll be invited
back to your own reunion -- perhaps even hosted by President Robb

-- President Jennifer Robb. "\\\\

Thank you. And may God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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Thanks first -- to the family -- our dear friend Lady Bird.
Lynda and Luci. The grandkids, Patrick, Nicole, Rebekah,
Claudia, Lucinda, Catherine, and the youngest, Jennifer. And of
course, Senator Chuck Robb. His distinguished colleagues: Lloyd
Bentsen, Bob Byrd, Dan Inouye, Pat Moynihan. My fellow Texans
Jake Pickle, Henry Gonzalez, Kiki de la Garza. Former Speaker
Jim Wright. And so many distinguished members of President
Johnson's Cabinet: Clark Clifford, Bob McNamara, Anthony
Celebrezze, Nick Katzenbach, and Stewart Udall.

I'll be in trouble if I keep going. A couple more "thank

you's" and Jack Valenti'll think he's back at the Academy Awards.

Jack probably described Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well
\
b

as anybody ever has. ook was entitled, A Very Human

N
President, and that he surely was. "An awesome engine of a man,"

Jack called him, "terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic...
Loving of land, grass, and water. Engulfing, patient, impatient,
caring, insightful, devoted to wife, family and friends...
Compassionate. Courageous. Full of humor."

LBJ's humor was matched perhaps only by his bigness of
heart. At the Inaugural Ball at the Statler-Hilton, he looked at
Hubert Humphrey -- at that point Vice President for less than 12

hours. "There he is," LBJ exclaimed, "the greatest Vice

President I have ever known!" \\\\
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He was a towering, passionate figure, endlessly in motion.
Those in the press who think the White House is hectic today
should trade notes with Bill Moyers. Bill was LBJ's press
secretary for a time, and told how one day the President called
him in his office and said: "Bill, I'm going to Honolulu." Bill
said: "Fine, Mr. President. 1I'll come over and talk to you

about it. Where are you?" And LBJ replied: "Over Los Angeles."

Lyndon Johnson loved America, loved her land, loved her
people. One of my own personal heroes, Dwight Eisenhower, served
as President when LBJ was Majority Leader in the Senate. And Ike
often said that he knew that whenever the great issues of
national security were concerned, Lyndon Johnson would always be
a partisan of principle -- not a partisan of party.

Historians will continue to argue about LBJ's legacy. Some
say the greatest thing he ever did was heal the Nation afteﬁﬁa—
tragic loss. Others say it was the 1964 Civil Rights Act, or the
Voting Rights Act the following year. But whatever the greatest
thing LBJ ever did -- Sam Rayburn said there was no doubt about

the best thing LBJ ever did: Marrying Lady Bird Johnson. \\\\

She was his anchor and his strength. She never failed him.
She was always there.

And as she has once again today, Lady Bird brought to the
White House dignity, warmth and grace. She was never on stage,
never acting out a part, always the same genuine lady no matter

what the setting. Her gift of language is a combination of both
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elegance and simplicity, a vivid imagery that charms America to
this day.

Mrs. Johnson, you, too, have left this Nation an important
legacy. Those who travel by car along the banks of the Potomac,
or who walk or bicycle along its paths, are each day struck by
the wonder of your gift. Friends back home tell me that the
wildflowers planted along Texas highways at your direction are
the prettiest ever this year. The bluebonnets and the Indian
paint brush line Interstate 10 from Austin to Houston.

And I remember a few years back when Barbara and I were

headed from Houston to College Station for A & M's commencement.

. We skipped the helicopter and insisted on driving so we could see

your beautiful wildflowers in bloom.

Today some have renewed the debate about When énd where the
first Earth Day was conceived, about when the environmental
movement was first launched in America. Well, I say it began
just about the time a nation of new trees and flowers started
appearing at the business end of a shoyel held by Lady Bird
Johnson. \\\\ '

The Johnsons were close to both the land and the people, and
LBJ often spoke about "the_strength that comes from the power for
good that lies out there in the fertile lands and great cities of
America. [About] America's deep confidence in itself... Its
qonviction that we don't have any problem that we are not big
enough to solve ourselves -- and alwéys remembering that all our

successes can always be improved."
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He tried with all his heart to be the best President this
country ever had for the people who are pressed against the wall,
whose cries were often not heard. But he heard. Lyndon heard.
LBJ often told of spotting a tombstone he admired somewhere
out in West Texas. It carried just four simple words:
"He done his damnedest."

Some say that fabled tombstone never existed. But it does

now. From the Potomac to the Pedernales, no one ever earned that
epitaph more than Lyndon Baines Johnson. "He done his
damnedest." \\\\

So thank you all for coming today, for your service to your
country, for honoring this great President.

And to the members of my own Administration -- I see Marlin

over there -- take heart. Just 24 years and you'll be invited

back to your own reunion -- perhaps even hosted by /President Robb

-- President Jennifer Robb. \\\\

Thank you. And may God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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DARMAN a a ROGICH { a
BATES a a UNTERMEYER a (|
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REMABES: Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
. X2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Tuesday, April 3, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

4/2/90
Sugggst being careful about using "Earth Day" and would delete the
Jennifer Robb story at the end.

Andy Card

%1 Linda Gambitiza

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Thanks first -- to the family -- our dear friend Lady Bird.
Lynda and Luci. The grandkids, Patrick, Nicole, Rebekah,
Claudia, Lucinda, Catherine; and the youngest, Jennifer.' And of
course, Senator Chuck Robb. His distinguished colleagues: Lloyd

.
Bentsen, Bob Byrd, Dan Inouye, Pat Moynihan. My fellow Texans
Jake Pickle, Henry Gonzalez, Kiki de la Garza. Former Speaker
Jim Wright. And so many distinguished members of President
Johnson's Cabinet: Clark Clifford, Bob McNamara, Anthony
Ceiebrezze, Nick Katzenbach, and Stewart Udall.

I'1l be in trouble if I keep going. A couple more "thank

.

you's" and Jack Valehti‘ll think he's back at the Academy‘Awards.
Jack probably described Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well

as anybody ever has. The book was entitled, A Very Human

President, and that he surely was. "An awesome engine of a man,"
_Jack called him, "terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic...
Loving of land, grass, and water. Engulfing, patient, impatient,
- caring, insightful, devoted to wife, family and friends...
- Compassionate. Courageous. Full of humor."

LBJ's humor was matched perhaps only by his bigness of
heart. At the Inaugural Ball at the Statler-Hilton, he looked at
Hubert Humphrey -- at that ﬁoint Vice President for leés than 12

hours. "There he is," LBJ exclaimed, "the greatest Vice

President I have ever known!" \\\\
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He was a towering, passionate figure, endlessly in motion.
Those in the press who think the White House is hectic today
should trade notes with Bill Moyers. Bili was LBJ's press
secretary for a time, and told how one day the President called
him in his office and said: "Bill, I'm going to Honolulu." Bill
said: "Fine, Mr. President. I'll come over and talk to you
about it. Where are you?" And LBJ replied: "Over Los Angeles."

Lyndon Johnson loved America, loved her land, loved her
people. One of my own personal heroes, Dwight Eisenhower, served
as President when LBJ was Majority Leader in the Senate. And Ike
often said that he knew that whenever the great issues of
national security were concerned, Lyndon Johnson would'always be
a partisan of principle -- not a partisan of party.

Historians will continue to argue about LBJ's legacy. Some
say the greatest thing.he ever did was heal the Nation after a
tragic loss. Others say it was the 1964 Civil Rights Act, or the
Voting Rights Act the following year. But whatever the greatest
thing LBJ ever did -- Sam Rayburn said there was no doubt about

the best thing LBJ ever did: Marrying Lady Bird Johnson. \\\\

She was his anchor and his strength. She never failed him.

She was always there.

And as she has once again today, Lady Bird brought to the

White House dignity, warmth and grace. She was never on stage,

never acting out a part, always the same genuine'lady no matter

what the setting. Her gift of language is a combination of both



3 .
élegance and simplicity, a vivid imagery that'charms America to
this day.

Mrs. Johnson, you, too, have left this Nation an important
legacy. Those who travel by car along the banks of the Potomac,
or who walk or bicycle along its paths, are each day struck b?
the wonder of your gift. Friends back home tell me that the
wildflowers planted along Texas highways at your direction are
the prettiest ever this year. The bluebonnets and the Indian
paint brush line Interstate 10 from Austin to Houston..

And‘I remember a few years back when Barbara and I were
headed from Houston to College Station for A & M's commencement.
We skipped the helicopter and insisted on driving so we could see
your beautiful wildflowers in bloom.

Today some have renewed the debate about when and where,;he
first Earth Day was conﬁeived, about when the environmental
movement was first launched in America. Well, I say it began
just about the time a nation of new trees and floﬁers started
appearing at the business end of a shovel held by Lady Bird
Johnson. \\\\ |

The Jéhnsons were close to both the land and the people, and
LBJ often spoke about "the stfength that comes from the power for
good that lies out there in.the fertile lands and great cities of
America. [About] America's deep confidence in itself... its
conviction that we don't have any problem that we are not big
enough to solve ourselves -- and always remembering that all our

successes can always be improved."
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He tried with éll his heart to be the best President this
country ever had for the people whé are pressed against the wall,
whose cries were often not heard. But he heard. Lyndon heard.
LBJ often told of spotting a tombstone he admired somewhere
out in West Texas. It carried just four simple words:
"He done his damnedest."

Some say that fabled tombstone never existed. But it does

now. From the Potomac to the Pedernales, no one ever earned that
epitaph more than Lyndon Baines Johnson. "He done his
damnedest.™ \\\\

So thank you all for coming today, for your service to your

country, for honoring this great President.

And to the members of my own Administration -- I see Marlin
over there -- take heart. Just 24 years and you'll be invited
back to your own reunion -- perhaps even hosted by President Robb

-- President Jennifer Robb. \\\\

Thank you. And may God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER /Z/
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Johnson Administration 25th
Anniversary

The remarks are well done. I look forward to attending what
I believe will be an excellent event.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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Document No, 12871955

" WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: __ 4/2/90 = "ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUESY: 4/3/90 4:00 PM

<Upsecy. PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION 25TH ANNIVERSARY
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REMARKS:_ Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
. %2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Tuesday, April 3, with a ‘copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cleconi
. Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
€xt. 2702
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-PRRSIRENIIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION 25th ANNIVERSARY
. THE EAST ROOM, THE WHITE HOUSE
FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1990, 3:30 P.M.
Thanks flrst -- to the £ 112 T= our dear friend Lady Bird.
Lynda ‘and Luc1. The grandklds, Patrlck Nlcole, Rebekah
. Claudla, Luc1nda, Catherlne, and the youngest, Jennlfer. _And of
Course, Senator Chuck Robb.: His dlstlngulshed colleagues: 'Lioyd
- Bentsen, Bob Byrd, Dan Inouye, Pat Moynihan. My fellow Texans
Jake‘Pickle, Henrﬁ Gonzalez, Kiki'de la Garza. Former Speaker
Jim'Wright.: And so many dlStngUlShed members of PreSLdent
-Johnsonls Cablnet._ Clark Cl;fford Bob McNamara, Anthony
Celebrezze, Nlck Katzenbach “and Stewart Udall.
I'll be in trouble 1f I keep going. A couple more "thank

Y

you s" and Jack Valentl'll thlnk he's back at the Acadgmx Awards.

Jack probably descrlbed Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well

. as anybody ever has. The book was entitled, A Very Human

President, and that he surely was. "An awesome engine of a man,"
) Jack‘called him, "terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic...
Loving of land, Qrass; and‘water. - Engulfing, patient, impatient;
caring, insightful, devoted to wire, family and friends...
Compassionate. CourageOus. Full of humor."
LBJ's humor was. matched perhaps only by his blgness of
heart "At the Inaugural Ball at the Statler- Hllton, he looked at
Hubert Humphrey -~ at that p01nt Vice President for less than 12

hours. "There he is," LBJ exclalmed "the gr eatest Vice

- President I have ever knownl!" \\\\
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-': He was a towerlng, passionate flgure, endlessly 1n motlon.
AThose in the press who think the Whlte House is hectlc today
should trade notes with Blll Moyers._ Blll ‘was LBJ's press
secretary for a time, and told how one day the Pres1dent called
him in his offlce and said: "Blll I'm golng to Honolulu." Bill

said:’ "Fine, Mr. President. I'1l come over and talk to you_v,

about it. Where are you?" And LBJ" replled.g “Over Los égggles." -
Lyndon Johnson loved America, loved her land, loved her '

'people. One of my own personal heroes,-leght Elsenhower, served
as President when LBJ was Majority Leader.in the‘senate. And Ike
[ often sa1d that he knew that: whenever the great- issues. of
national securlty were concerned, Lyndon Johnson" would always be
a partlsan of Erinciple -- not a partisan of gg;_x |

' ,Hlstorlans will contlnue to argue about LBJ's legacy;f Some
say the greatest thlng he ever d4did was heal the Natlon after a
.traglc loss. Others say it was the 1964 C1v11 nghts Act or the-
Votlng Rights Act the follow1ng year. But whatever the greates :

,thlng LBJ ever did ~- Sam Rayburn said there was no doubt about

" the best thlng LBJ ever did: Marrylgg,Lady Bird Johnson. \\\\
' she was his anchor and hls strength. She never falled him.
She.was always there. | |
| And as she has once again today, Lady Bird brought to the |
White‘House dignity,-warmth and grace. She was never on stage,
never acting out a part, always the same. genulne lady no matter

what the settlng. Her gift of language is a comblnatlon of both
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.elegance;and'simplicity, a vivld imagefy that charms America to
this day._ | | ‘ | -
T Mrs. Johnson, you, too, have left this Natlon an 1mportant
| legacy. Those who travel by car’ along the banks of the Potomac,
»or who walk or bicycle along its paths, are each day struck by
the wonder of your gift. Frlends back home tell me that the
| w11dflowers planted along Texas hlghways at your dlrectlon are'
the.prettlest ever this year. The bluebonnets and the Indlan
~ paint brush line Interstate 10 from Austln to Houston.,

And I remember a few years back when Barbara ‘and I were

‘_headed from Houston to College Statlon for A &. M's commencement._j-i

We sklpped the hellcopter and 1n51sted on dr1v1ng so we could seef

.. your beautlful w1ldflowers ln bloom.

Today some have renewed the debate about when and where the
first Earth Day was conceived, about when the environmental |
movement was first launched_ln America. Well,_I_say it began A
. just about the time a nation of new trees and flowers started
appearing at the business‘end of a,shovel_held by Ladleirdg
Johnson. \\\\ o

" The Johnsons were close to both the land'and-the people, and-
LBJ often spoke about "the strength that comes from the power for-
good that lies out there in the fertile lands and great cities of
Amerlca [About] America's deep confldence in ltself...l,lts
conv1ctlon that we don't have any problem that we - are not blg
' enough to solve ourselves -- and always rememberlng that all our

successes can always be improved."
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‘"ﬁ:ﬁebtried with a1l his heart to be the best President this
country ever had for the people who are’ pressed agalnst the wall
whose crles were often not ‘heard. But he heard. Lyndon heard
| ‘LBJ often told of spotting a tombstone he admlred somewhere
out in West Texas. It carried Just four slmple words:
"He done his damnedest." -

Some say that fabled tombstone never existed. ‘But it does

nomt From the Potomac to the Pedernales,. no one ever earned that
epltaph more than Lyndon Baines Johnson. "He done his -
_.damnedest." AW _ |
So thank you all for comlng today, for your servrce to your}
‘country, for honorlng thls great Pre51dent. )

And to the members of my own Admlnlstratlon -- 1 see- Marlln
_over there -- take heart. Just 24 years and you'll be invited

back to your own reunlon -- perhaps even hosted by President Robb

-- President Jennifer Robb. \\\\
Thank you."And may God bless the United States of America.
# ¥ #
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REMARKS: } ) ~

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
. X2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Tuesday, April 3, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: (&/ @kﬁ-&g‘u -Q(\-
o,

o

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Thanks first -- to the family -- our dear friend Lady Bird.
Lynda and Luci. The grandkids, Patrick, Nicole, Rebekah,
Claudia, Lucinda, Catherine; and the youngest, Jennifer.. And of
course, Senator Chuck Robb. His distinguished colleagues: Lloyd

‘ -
Bentsen, Bob Byrd, Dan Inouye, Pat Moynihan. My fellow Texans
Jake Pickle, Henry Gonzalez, Kiki de la Garza. Former Speaker
Jim Wright. And so many distinguished members of President
Johnson's Cabinet: Clark Clifford, Bob McNamara, Anthony
Ceiebrezze, Nick Katzenbach, and Stewart Udall.
I'll be in trouble if I keep going. A couple more "thank

]

you's" and Jack Valehti'll think he's back at the Academy‘Awards.

Jack probably described Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well

as aanody ever has. The book was entitled, A Very Human

President, and that he surely was. "An awesome engine of a man,"
. Jack called him, "terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic...
Loving of land, grass, and water. Engulfing, patient, impatient,
- caring, insightful, devoted to wife, family and friends...
' Compassionate. Courageous. Full of humor."

LBJ's humor was matched perhaps only by his bigness of
heart. At.the Inaugural Ball at the Statler-Hilton, he looked at
Hubert Humphrey -- at thatApoint Vice President for less than 12

hours. "There he is," LBJ exclaimed, "the greatest Vice

President I have ever known!" \\\\
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He was a towering, passionate figure, endlessly in motion.
Those in the press who think the White House is hectic today
should trade notes with Bill Moyers. Bill was LBJ's press
secretary for a time, and told how one day the President called
him in his office and said: "Bill, I'm going to Honolulu." Bill
said: "Fine, Mr. President. 1I'll come over and talk to you
about it. Where are you?" And LBJ replied: "Over Los Angeles."

Lyndon Johnson loved America, loved her land, loved her
people. One of my own personal heroes, Dwight Eisenhower, served
as President whgn LBJ was Majority Leader in the Senate. And Ike
often said that he knew that whenever the great issues of
national security were concerned, Lyndon Johnson would always be
a partisan of principle -- not a partisan of party.

Historians will continue to argue ébout LBJ's legacy. Some
say the greatest thing he ever did was heal the Nation after a
tragic loss. Others say it was the 1964 Civil Rights Act, or the
Voting Rights Act the following year. But whatever the greatest
thing LBJ ever did -- Sam Rayburn said there was no doubt about

the best thing LBJ ever did: Marrying Lady Bird Johmnson. \\\\

She was his anchor and his strength. She never failed him.
She was always there.

And as she has once again today, Lady Bird brought to the
White House dignity, warmth and grace. She was never on stage,
'never acting out a part, always the same genuinellady no matter

what the setting. Her gift of language is a combination of both
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.elegance and simplicity, a vivid imagery that charms America to
this day.

Mrs. Johnson, you, too, have left this Nation an important
legacy. Those who travel by car along the banks of the Potomac,
or who walk or bicycle along its paths, are each day struck by
the wonder of your gift. Friends back home tell me that the
wildflowers planted along Texas highways at your direction are
the prettiest ever this year. The bluebonnets and the Indian
paint brush line Interstate 10 from Austin to Houston.

And I remember a few years back when Barbara and I were
headed from Houston to College Station for A & M's commencement.
We skipped the helicopter and insisted on driving so we could see
your beautiful wildflowers in bloom.

Today some have renewed the debate about when and wherenthe.
first Earth Day was conﬁeived, about when the environmental
movement was first launched in America. Well, I say it began
just about the time a nation of new trees and flowers started
appearing at the business end of a shovel held by Lady Bird
Johnson. \\\\ .

The Jéhnsons were close to both the land and the people, and
LBJ often spoke about '"the strength that comes.from the power for
good that lies out there in the fertile lands and great cities of
America. [About] America's deep confidence in itself... its
conviction that we don't have any problem that we are not big
enough to solve ourselves -- and always remembering that all our

successes can always be improved."
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He tried with éll his heart to be the best President this
country ever had for the people who are pressed against the wall,
whose cries were often not heard. But he heard. Lyndon heard.
LBJ often told of spotting a tombstone he ‘admired somewhere
out in West Texas. It carried just four simple words:

"He done his damnedest."

Some say that fabléd tombstone never existed. But it does
now. From the Potomac to the Pedernales, no one ever earned'that
epitaph more than Lyndon Baines Johnson. "He done his
damnedest.™ \\\\

So thank you all for coming today, for your service to your

country, for honoring this great President.

And to the members of my own Administration -- I see Marlin
over there -- take heart. Just 24 years and you'll be invited
back to your own reunioh -- perhaps even hosted by President Robb

-- President Jennifer Robb. \\\\

Thank you. And may God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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Thanks first -- to the family -- our dear friend Lady Bird.
Lynda and Luci. The grandkids, Patrick, Nicole, Rebekah,
Claﬁdia, Lucinda, Catherine; and the youngest, Jennifer.' And of
course, Senator Chuck Robb. His distinguished colleagues: Lloyd

.
Bentsen, Bob Byrd, Dan Inouye, Pat Moynihan. My fellow Texans
Jake Pickle, Henry Gonzalez, Kiki de la Garza. Former Speaker
Jim Wright. And so many distinguished members of President
Johnson's Cabinet: Clark Clifford, Bob McNamara, Anthony
CeiebreZZe, Nick Katzenbach, and Stewart Udall.
I'll be in trouble if I keep going. A couple more "thank

A S

you's" and Jack Valenti'll think he's back at the Academy Awards.

Jack probably described Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well

as anybody ever has. The book was entitled, A Very Human

President, and that he surely was. "An awesome engine of a man,"
. Jack called him, "terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic...
Loving of land, grass, and water. Engulfing, patient, impatient,
" caring, insightful, devoted to wife, family and friends...

- Compassionate. Courageous. Full of humor."

LBJ's humor was matched perhaps only by his bigness of
heart. At the Inaugural Ball at the Statler -Hilton, he looked at
Hubert Humphrey -- at that p01nt Vice President for less than 12

hours. "There he is," LBJ exclaimed, "the greatest Vice

President I have ever known!" \\\\
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He was a towering, passionate figure, endlessly in motion.
Those in the press who think the White House is hectic today
should trade notes with Bill Moyers. Bili was LBJ's press
secretary for a time, and told how one day the President called
him in his office and said: "Bill, I'm going to Honolulu." Bill
said: "Fine, Mr. President. I'll come over and talk to you’
about it. Where are you?" And LBJ replied: "Over Los Angeles."

Lyndon Johnson loved America, loved her land, 1o§ed her
people. One of my own personal heroes, Dwight Eisenhower, served
as President when LBJ was Majority Leader in the Senate. And Ike
often said that he knew that whenever the great issues of
national security were concerned, Lyndon Johnson would’always be
a partisan of principle -- not a partisan of party.

Historians will continue to argue about LBJ's legacy. Some
say the greatest thing he ever did was heal the Nation after a
tragic loss. Others say it was the 1964 Civii Rights Act, or the
Voting Rights Act ﬁhe following year. But whatever the greatest

thing LBJ ever did -- Sam Rayburn said there was no doubt about

the best thing LBJ ever did: Marrying Lady Bird Johnson. \\\\
She‘was his anchor and his strength. She never failed him;
'She was always there.
And as she has once again today, Lady Bird brought to the
White House dignity, warmth and grace. She was never on stage,

'never acting out a part, always the same genuine lady no matter

what the setting. Her gift of language is a combination of both
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élegance and simplicity, a vivid imagery that charms America to
this day.

Mrs. Johnson, you, too, have left this Nation an important
legacy. Those who travel by car along the banks of the Potomac,
or who walk or bicycle along its paths, are each day struck by
the wonder of your gift. Friends back home tell me that the
wildflowers planted along Texas highways at your direction are
the prettiest ever this year. The bluebonnets and the Indian
paint brush line Interstate 10 from Austin to Houston.

And I remember a few years back when Barbara and I were
headed from Houston to College Station for A & M's commencement.
We skipped the helicopter and insisted on driving so we could see
your beautiful wildflowers in bloom.

Today some have renewed the debate about when and where the |
first Earth Day was conﬁeived, about when the environmental
movement was first launched in America. Well, I say it began
just about the time a nation of new trees and flowers started
appearing at the business end of a shovel held by Lady Bird
Johnson. \\\\

The Johnsons were close to both the land and the people, and
LBJ often spoke about '"the strength that comes from the power for
good that lies out there in the fertile lands and Qreat cities of
America. [About] America's deep confidence in itself... its
conviction that we don't have any problem that we are not big
enough to solve ourselves -- and always remembering that all our

successes can always be improved."
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He tried with éll his heart to be the best President this
country ever had for the people who are pressed against the wall,
whose cries were often not heard. But he heard. Lyndon heard.
LBJ often told of spotting a tombstone he admired somewhere
out in West Texas. It carried just four simple words:
"He done his damnedest."

Some say that fabled tombstone never existed. But it does

now. From the Potomac to the Pedernales, no one ever earned that
epitaph more than Lyndon Baines Johnson. "He done his
damnedest." \\\\

So thank you all for coming today, for your service to your

country, for honoring this great President.

And to the members of my own Administration -- I see Mariin
over there -- take heart. Just 24 years and you'll be invited
back to your own reunioh ~- perhaps even hosted by President Robb

~-- President Jennifer Robb. \\\\

Thank you. And may God bless the United States of America.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION 25th ANNIVERSARY
: THE EAST ROOM, THE WHITE HOUSE -
FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1990, 3:30 P.M.
Thanks-first == to the family -- our.dear friend Lady Bird.
Lynda and Luci. The grandkids, Patrick Nicole, Rebekah
Claudia, LuCinda, Catherine, and the youngest Jennifer. _ And of -
course, Senator’ Chuck Robb.' His distinguished colleagues: Lloyd
Bentsen Bob Byrd, Dan Inouye, Pat Moynihan. My fellow Tekans'
Jake Pickle, Henry Gonzalez, Kiki de la Garza. Former Speaker
Jim Wright. 'And SO many distinguished members of President
-Johnsonﬁs.Cabinet- Clark Clifford Bob McNamara, Anthony -
‘ Celebrezze, Nick Katzenbach and Stewart Udall. '
I'll be in trouble lf-I keep g01ng A-couple more "thank.

A3

you's" and Jack Valenti'll think he's back at the Academy Awards.

Jack probably described Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well

as anybody ever has. ‘The book was entitled, A Very Human
President, and that hé surely was. "An awesome engine.of,a man,"
_ Jack called him, "terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic...
Loving of land, grass, and water. Engulfing, patient, impatient,
- caring, insightful, devoted to wife, family'and'friends,..
- Compassionate.’ Courageous. Full.of humor."

LBJ's humor was matched perhaps onlf byihis bigness of
heart., At the Inaugural Ball at the Statler Hilton, he looked at
Hubert Humphrey -- at that point Vice PreSident for less than 12

" hours. "There he is," LBJ exclaimed, "the greatest Vice

. President I have ever known!" \\\\
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He was a towering, passionate figure, endlessly in motion.
Thosevin the'press who think the“white House is hectic today
‘should trade notes with Bill Moyers. Bill was LBJ's press
secretary for a time, and told how one day the President called
him in his office and said: "Bill, I'm 901ng to Honolulu." Blll
said: "Fine, Mr. President. I'1l come over and talk to you

about it. Where are you?" ,And LBJ replied: "Over Los Angeles."

Lyndon Johnson loved America, loved her land, loved her
people. One ‘of my own personal heroes, Dwight Eisenhower, served
as President when LBJ was Majority Leader in the Senate. and Ike
-often‘saidlthat he knew that Qhenever the great issues of -
national security were concerned Lyndon Johnson would always be
a partisan of principle -- not a partisan of party.

Historians will continue to argue about LBJ's legacy. - Some
say the greatest thing he ever did was heal the Nation after a
traoic loss. Others say it was the 1964 ClVll Rights Act, or the
Voting Rights Act the follow1ng year. But whatever the greatest

_ thing LBJ ever did -- Sam Rayburn said there was no doubt about

the best thing LBJ ever did: Marrying Lady Bird Johmson. \\\\
.She was his anchor and his strength. She never failed him.
- She was always there. |
And as she has once again today, Lady Bird'brought to the
White House dignity, warmth and grace. She was never on stage,
never acting out a part, always the same genuine 1ady no matter

what the setting. Her gift of language is a combination of both -
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.elegance and simplicity,'a-vivid imagery that charms America to
this day.: o |

"Mrs, Johnson, you, too, haveileft this Nation an important
legacy. ThoSe who'travel by car along the banks of the Potomac,
or who walk'or bicycle along its paths,_are each»day struck by
the wonder of your gift. Friends back home tell me that the
w11dflowers planted along Texas highways at your direction are
the prettiest ever this year. The bluebonnets and the Indian
paint brush line Interstate 10 from Austin to Houston. .

And I remember a few years back when Barbara and I were
lheaded from Houston to College Station for A & M's commencement.
We skipped the helicopter and insisted on driving SO we‘could see
your ‘beautiful w1ldflowers in bloom. .

Today some have renewed the debate about when and where the
~first Earth_Day was conceived, about when the environmental
movement was first launched 'in America. Well, I say-it began
just about the time a nation of new trees and flowers‘started
- appearing at the business‘end,of a shovel held by-Lady Bird
Johnsom. \\\\ o

The Johnsons were close to both the land and the people, and-
LBJ often spoke about "the strength that comes from the power for
good that lies-out there 1n the fertlle lands and‘great cities of
America. [About] America's deep confidence in itself... lts
conviction that we don't have any problem»that we are‘notibig
.enough to solye ourselves -- and.always remembering'that all our

Successes can always be improved."
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 He tried with.ell his heart to be the best President this .
ceuntry ever'had for the'people who are pressed against¢the wall,
whose criesvwere often not Heard. But he heard. ‘Lynden heard.

LBJ often told of spotting a tombstone he admired somewhere
out.in West Texas. It carried just four simple words: .
"He done his damnedest."

Some say that fabled tombstone never existed. But it does

- now. From the Potomac to the~Pedernales,-no'one ever earned that
epitaﬁh more than Lyndon'Baines'Johnson, "He done his
damnedest." = \\\\ |

So thank ‘you all for comlng today, for your serv1ce to your'

'country, for honorlng this great President.

And to the members of my own Administration -- I see Marlin
over there -- take heart. Just 24 years and you'll be invited
back to your own reunion -- perhaps eyeh hosted by President Robb

-- President Jennifer Robb. ARRN
Thank you. And may God bless the United States of America.

4 ¥ e
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON ON 25th ANNIVERSARY
THE ROSE GARDEN THE WHITE HOUSE
FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1990, _ : .M.

Thanks first -- to the family -- our dear friend Lady Bird.

Lynda and Luci. And of course, Senator Chuck Robb. His
distinguished colleagues: Lloyd Bentsen, Bob Byrd, Dan Inouye,
Pat Moynihan. My fellow Texans Jake Pickle, Henry Gonzalez, Kiki
de la Garza. Former Speaker Jim Wright. And so many
distinguished members of President Johnson's Cabinet: Clark
Clifford, Bob McNamara, Anthony Celebrezze, Nick Katzenbach, and
Stewart Udall.

I'll be in trouble if I keep going. A couple more "thank

you's" and Jack Valenti'll think he's back at the Academy Awards.

Jack probably described Lyndon Baines Johnson about as well

as anybody ever has. The book was entitled, A Very Human

President, and that he surely was. "An awesome engine of a man,"
Jack called him, "terrorizing, tender, inexhaustibly energetic...
Loving of land, grass, and water. Engulfing, patient, impatient,
caring, insightful, devoted to wife, family and friends...
Compassionate. Courageous. Full of humor."
LBJ's humor was matched perhaps only by his bigness of

heart. At the Inaugural Ball at the Statler-Hilton, he looked at
Hubert Humphrey -- at that point Vice President for less than 12

hours. "There he is," LBJ exclaimed, "the greatest Vice

President I have ever known!" \\\\

He was a towering, passionate figure, endlessly in motion.
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Those in the press who think the White House is hectic today
should compare notes with Bill Moyers. Bill was LBJ's press
secretary for a time, and told how one day the President called
him in his office and said: "Bill, I'm going to Honolulu." Bill
said: "Fine, Mr. President. I'll come over and talk to you

about it. Where are you?" And LBJ replied: "Over Los Angeles."

Lyndon Johnson loved America, loved her land, loved her
people. One of my own personal heroes, Dwight Eisenhower, served
as President when LBJ was Majority Leader in the Senate. And Ike
often said that he knew that whenever the great issues of
national security were concerned, Lyndon Johnson would always be
a patron of principle -- not a patron of party.

‘Historians will continue to argue about LBJ's legacy. Some
say the greatest thing he ever did was heal the Nation after a
tragic loss. Othefs say it was the 1964 Civil Rights Act, or the
| Voting Rights Act the following year. But whatever the greatest
thing he ever did —-- everyone agrees on the best thing he ever

did: Marrying Lady Bird Johnson. \\\\

As she has once again today, Lady Bird brought to the White

House & dignity, a warmtthEé%race,that—evefy—Ei;st_Lagz_ggs
hoped—+te—emuIatetr She was never on stage, never acting out a
\f/part, always the same genuine lady no matter what the setting.
Vﬁ Her gift of language is a combination of both elegance and
@ simplicity, a vivid imagery that charms America to this day.
Mrs. Johnson, you may have left this Nation a larger legacy

Mb\-(/&(

i t. Those who travel by car along the banks of
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the Potomac, or who walk or bicycle along its paths, are each day
struck by the wonder of your gift. Friends back home tell me
that the wildflowers planted along Texas highways at your
direction are the prettiest ever this year. The bluebonnets and
the Indian paint brush line Inter;tate 10 from Austin to Houston.

And I remember a few years back when Barbara and I were-
headed from Houston to College Station for A & M's commencement.
We skipped the helicopter and insisted on driving so we could see
your beautiful wildflowers in bloom.

Today many are out there debating exactly when and where
Earth Day first began in America. Well, I say it began just
about the time a nation of new trees and flowers started
appearing at the business end of a shovel held by Lady Bird
Johnson. \\\\

The Johnsons were close to both the land and the people, and
LBJ often spoke about "the strength that comes from the power for
good that lies out there in the fertile lands and great cities of
America. [About] America's deep confidence in itself... TIts
Eonviction that we don't have any problem that we are not big
enough to solve ourselves -- and always remembering that all our
successes can élwaYs be improved."

He tried with all his heart to be the best President this
country ever had for the people who are pressed against the.wall,
whose cries were often not heard. But he heard. Lyndon heard.

LBJ often told of spotting a tombstone he admired somewhere

out in West Texas. It carried just four simple words:



"He done his damnedest."

Some say that fabled tombstdne never existed. But it does
nbw. From the Potomac to the Pedergales, no one ever earned that
epitaph more than Lyndon Baines Johnson. "He done his
damnedest.” \\\\

So thank you all for coming today, for your service to your
country, for honoring this great President.

And to the members of my own Administration -- I see Marlin
over there -- take heart. Just 24 years and you'll be invited ’j?

back to your own reunion -- hosted by President Robb. \\\\ .

Thank you. And may God bless the United States of America.

# # o



[ [EXTRA JOKE]]

I heard Jack called one of his old White House colleagues
and said: "I have good news and bad news. The good news is: A
member of the Kennedy-Johnson clan is again a White House

insider. The bad news is: His last name is Schwartzenegger."
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
. x2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Tuesday, April 3, with a copy to
my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



