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THE WHITE §OUSE

Office of the. Press Secretary

For Immediate Release March 27, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT LUNCHEON HONORING
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER CENTENNIAL

The State Dining Room
12:37 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
White House. Senator Dole, Speaker Foley, Commission and Foundation
members, family of beloved Ike, and the distinguished foreign
dignitaries that are here, ambassadors, honored guests.

I know that many of you have just come from this joint
session of Congress. Let me just say welcome to the House that Ike
and Mamie graced. Barbara said, you've got your nerve speaking after
Walter Cronkite; Jim Robinson; Clark Clifford; Arnold Palmer; John
Eisenhower, who I hear paid a magnificent tribute to his dad, and
Winston Churchill; say nothing of distinguished members of Congress.
Well somebody has to do the heavy lifting around here. (Laughter.)

o You know, every president admires other presidents.
Harry Truman was fond of Andrew Jackson, Gerald Ford studied Abraham
- Lincoln, and so today I say it loudly and very proudly, I have always
liked Ike. This year marks the centennial anniversary of Dwight
Eisenhower's birth, a date your two groups have already done much to
commemorate. And as we gather here, America still likes Ike. We
like him because he was a man of character; goodwill was at the core.
He was a healer not a hater, and he had a deep faith in God. And he
believed America to be divinely blessed.

Who will ever forget the last words he spoke on Earth, "I
have always loved my wife. I have always loved my children. I have
always loved my grandchildren. I have always loved my country." .
Second, America likes Ike because he liked us. He was one of us. We
trusted him to act on behalf of us. In fact =-- fracturing syntax --
he even spoke like us. (Laughter.) Come to think of it, now I know
why he's among my favorite presidents. (Laughter.)

But Ike once said, "I come from the heart of America."
And so he did. Enjoying what he called the great and priceless
privilege of growing up in a small town. From Small Town, America he
learned values and ideals =-- what we term its culture. And he played
football at the Point, followed it avidly; loved to read, loved TV
westerns. Among his favorite groups was Fred Waring and the
. Pennsylvanians. And a few feet from .here is where Ike had his famous
putting green. He made golf, as I'm sure Arnold will attest to, a
. nationally popular sport. . . —

And here's another reason America still likes Ike. He
was intensely knowledgeable -- on becoming president, already a giant
in foreign affairs. Of Ike, it was said, that he preserved
civilization. Most presidents try to save the world after they get
elected. Well, he got started a little early. Few men were tested
more severly. Think of it -- three long years from the deserts of
North Africa to the beaches of Normandy. Three long years, the fate
of millions of brave fighting men in his hands. ‘

And last December, off the coast of Malta, I spoke to the
men of the USS Forestall, where I recalled how, on D-Day, Ike
addressed the sailors, the soldiers and airmen of the expeditionary
force. '"You are about the embark," he told them, "upon a great

MORE



-2 -

crusade. The eyes of the world are upon you." Ike was steadfast; he
was courageous. As Supreme Commander, he met the supreme test He
helped bring peace to every to corner of the world.

And finally, he was decisive, acting on instincts that
were invariably wise. You know, some critics can't figure out how
Eisenhower was so successful as a president without that(vision
thing. Well, his vision =-- (laughter) =- his vision was etched on a
plagque, sitting on his desk =-- that many of you around here remember
because you were there -- "Gently in manner, stong in deed." And he
used that vision not to demagogue, but deliver.

Listen to Ike's record of presidential hits: eight years
of peace and prosperity; eight years of domestic unity unparalleled
in our history:; he was a role model, everyone's second father. With
Ike as president, father did indeed know best. And, of course, he
was inspired by one of the most gracious of all first ladies, Mamie
Dodd Eisenhower, his wife of 52 years.

What a marvelous legacy Dwight Eisenhower left to all
Americans. And how we treasure what he was and what he did. He
embodied the very decade that he was president and remains the living
symbol of freedom, at home and abroad. Ask anyone who shares the
love of liberty:; they, too, still like Ike.

In life, he enriched us all. And now it's up to us to
tell his story and so enrich our kids. And that's what your
commission and your foundation are doing. And I thank you for it and
pledge my help. And God bless this land that Ike so deeply loved.

Thank you all for coming to the White House. (Applause.)

END ' 12:43 P.M. EST



EISENHOWER BIRTHDAY / STATE DINING ROOM
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1990 / 12:00 NOON

SENATOR DoLE, COMMISSION AND FOUNDATION MEMBERS,
RELATIVES OF BELOVED IKE, HONORED GUESTS, LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN. I KNOW MANY OF.YOU HAVE JUST COME FROM A
JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS. WELCOME TO THE HOUSE THAT
IKE AND MAMIE GRACED. //

-2 - |

You KNOW, EVERY PRESIDENT ADMIRES OTHER PRESIDENTS.
HARRY TRUMAN WAS FOND OF ANDREW JACKSON. // GERALD
FORD STUDIED ABRAHAM LincoLN. // Topay, I sAy IT
LOUDLY AND SO VERY PROUDLY: I HAVE ALWAYS CHERISHED
Ike. //

THIS YEAR MARKS THE CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF
DWIGHT EISENHOWER'S BIRTH, A DATE YOUR TWO GROUPS HAVE
ALREADY DONE MUCH TO COMMEMORATE. // AND AS WE GATHER
HERE, AMERICA STILL LIKES IKE. |
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WE LIKE HIM BECAUSE IKE WAS A MAN OF CHARACTER --
AND GOODWILL WAS AT THE CORE. HE WAS A HEALER -- NOT

HATER. HE HAD A DEEP FAITH IN GOD -- AND BELIEVED
AMERICA TO BE DIVINELY BLESSED. // WHO WILL EVER

FORGET THE LAST WORDS HE SPOKE ON EARTH? "I HAVE
ALWAYS LOVED MY WIFE. I HAVE ALWAYS LOVED MY CHILDREN.
I HAVE ALWAYS LOVED MY GRANDCHILDREN. I HAVE ALWAYS
LOVED MY COUNTRY." //

-4 -

SECOND, AMERICA LIKES IKE BECAUSE HE LIKED Us. He
WAS ONE OF US -- WE TRUSTED HIM TO ACT ON BEHALF OF
US. // IN FACT, FRACTURING SYNTAX, HE EVEN SPOKE LIKE
Us. // COME TO THINK OF IT, Now I KNOW WHY HE'S AMONG
MY FAVORITE PRESIDENTS. //

IKE ONCE SAID, "I COME FROM THE HEART OF
AMERICA" -- AND SO HE DID. ENJOYING WHAT HE CALLED

"THE GREAT AND PRICELESS PRIVILEGE OF GROWING UP IN A
- SMALL TOWN." //
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FROM SMALL-TOWN AMERICA DWIGHT EISENHOWER LEARNED
VALUES AND IDEALS -- WHAT WE TERM ITS CULTURE. // He

PLAYED BASEBALL AND FOOTBALL AT WEST POINT, AND
FOLLOWED THEM AVIDLY. HE LOVED TO READ. HE Lovep TV

 WESTERNS. AMONG HIS FAVORITE GROUPS WAS FRED WARING

AND THE PENNSYLVANIANS. // AND A FEW FEET FROM HERE
IS WHERE IKE HAD HIS FAMOUS PUTTING GREEN. IKE MADE
GOLF A NATIONALLY-POPULAR SPORT.

-6 -

HERE'S ANOTHER REASON AMERICA STILL LIKES IKE. HE
WAS INTENSELY KNOWLEDGEABLE -- ON BECOMING PRESIDENT,
ALREADY A GIANT IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS. // OF IKE IT WAS
SAID THAT HE PRESERVED CIVILIZATION. // MosT
PRESIDENTS TRY TO SAVE THE WORLD AFTER THEY GET

ELECTED. DWIGHT EISENHOWER GOT STARTED A LITTLE
EARLY. //

r

FEW MEN WERE TESTED MORE SEVERELY. THINK OF IT.

THREE LONG YEARS -- FROM THE DESERTS OF NORTH AFRICA TO

THE BEACHES OF NORMANDY.
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LISTEN TO IKE'S RECORD OF PRESIDENTIAL HITS. //
EIGHT YEARS OF PEACE AND PROSPERITY. EIGHT YEARS OF
DOMESTIC UNITY UNPARALLED IN OUR HISTORY. HE waAs A
ROLE MODEL, EVERYONE'S SECOND FATHER. WITH IKE AsS
PRESIDENT, FATHER DID INDEED KNow BEST. // AND, OF
COURSE, HE WAS INSPIRED BY ONE OF THE MOST GRACIOUS Of
ALL FIRST LADIES -- MAMIE Doup EISENHOWER =-- HIS WIFE
oF 52 YEARS. //

- 10 -
WHAT A MARVELOUS LEGACY DWIGHT EISENHOWER LEFT To
ALL AMERICANS. How WE TREASURE WHAT HE WAS, AND WHAT
HE DID. HE EMBODIED THE VERY DECADE THAT HE WAS
PRESIDENT. AND REMAINS THE LIVING SYMBOL OF FREEDOM AT

HOME AND ABROAD. ASK ANYONE WHO SHARES A LOVE OF
LIBERTY: THEY, T00, STILL LIKE Ike. //

IN LIFE, IKE ENRICHED US ALL. Now, IT'S uP To us
TO TELL HIS STORY -- AND SO ENRICH OUR KIDS.
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THAT'S WHAT YOUR COMMISSION AND FOUNDATION ARE DOING.
AND I THANK YOU FOR IT -- AND PLEDGE MY HELP, AND Gob

BLESS THE LAND IKE SO DEEPLY LOVED -- THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA.

- 12 -
[AFTER LUNCH]. DwiGHT EISENHOWER, OF COURSE, LOVED
WeEST POINT. SO IT'S MY GREAT PLEASURE TO THANK A GROUP
WHICH HONORS US BY ITS PRESENCE: THE WEST POINT GLEE
Crus.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 23, 1990

INFORMATTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH ¢ CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: CURT SMITH 621
SUBJECT: EISENHOWER CENTENNIAL LUNCHEON

I. SUMMARY J

On Tuesday March 27, at 12:20 p.m., you will address.
Eisenhower Centennial Foundation and Commission Members, and
friends and family of Preisdent Eisenhower before a luncheon
commemorating the hundredth anniversary of his birthday. His
fellow Kansan, Senator Dole, is Commission Chairman. Most of the
guests will be arriving from a J01nt Session of Congress in honor
of the former President.

IT. DISCUSSION

The attached remarks (6 minutes, speechcards) discuss
Dwight Eisenhower's attributes as President, military leader, and
human being. The text focuses on the personal qualltles which
made him perhaps the most beloved person in American history.



Smith/Blessey)
3:30 p.m.
March 23, 1990
' IKE

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EISENHOWER BIRTHDAY
" WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1990

Senator Dole, Commission and Foundation members, relatives
of beloved Ike, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen. I know
many of you have just come from a Joint Session of Congress.
Welcome to the house a few feet down the road. l/

You know, every President admires other Presidents. Harry
Truman was fond of Andrew Jackson. // Gerald Ford studied
Abraham Lincoln. // Today, I say it loudly and so very proudly:
I have alﬁays cherished Ike. // |

This year marks the centennial anniversary of Dwight
Eisenhower's birth, a date your two groups have already done much
to commemorate. // .And as we gather here, America still likes
Ike.

' We like him because Ike was a man of character -- and
goodwill was at the core. He was a healer -- not hater. He had
a deep faith in~God -=- and believed Ameriqa to be divinely
blessed. // Who will ever forget the last words he spoke on
earth? "I have always loved my wife. I have always loved my
children. I have always loved my grandchildren. I have always
loved my country." //

Second, Ame;iéa likes Ike because he liked us. He was one

of us -- we trusted him to act on behalf of us. // In fact,
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fraéturing syntax, he even gpoke like us. // Come to think of
it, now I know why he's among my favorite Presidents. //

Ike once sald "I come from the heart of America" -- and so |
he did. ﬁnjoying what he called "the great and priceless
privilege of growing up in a small town." //

From small-town America Dwight Eisenhower learned values and
ideals -- what we term its culture. // He played baseball and
football at West Point, and followed them avidly. He loved to
read. He loved TV westerns. Among his favorite groups was Fred
Waring and the Pennsylvanians. !/ .Of course, his foxtrot was
better than mine. But, as Barbara says, whose isn't? // And a
few feet from here is where Ike had his famous putting green.

Ike made golf a nationally-popular sport. You'll know I've had a
similar impact if someday we have a seniors’ fishing tour. //

Here's another reason America still likes Ike. He Qas
intensely knowledgeable -- on becoming President, already a giant
in foreign affairs. // Some people thought I had a pretty good
resume when I ran for President, but it didn't include the words
"he preserved civilization." // 1Ike's did. // Most Presidents
try to save the world after tgey get elected. Dwight Eisenhower
got started a little early. //

Few men were tested more severely. Think of it. Three long
years -- from the deserts of North Africa to the beaches of
Normandy. Three long yéars -- the fate of millions of brave
fighting men in his hands. Last December, off the coast of

Malta, I spoke to the men of the US8 Forrestal. Where I recalled
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how on D-Day Ike addressed the sailors, soldiers, and airmen of
the Allied Expeditionary Force. "You are about to embark," he
told them, "upon a great crusade . . . the eyes of the world are
upon you." Ike was steadfast. He was courageous. As Supreme
Commander, he met the supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world. //

Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were

invariab1y>wise. // You know, some critics can't figure out how

Eisenhower was so successful as President without that vision
‘thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plaque sitting on
his desk: "Gently in manner, strong in deed."™ // BAnd he used
that vision not to demagogue -- but deliver. //

Listen to Ike's record of Presidentiél hits. // Eight years
of peace and prosperity. Eight years of domestiq unity
unparailed in our history. He was a role model, everyone's
second father. With Ike as President, Father did indeed Know
Best. // And, of course, he was inspired by one of the most
gracious of all First Ladies -- Mamie Doud Eisenhower -- his wife
"of 52 years. [/

What a marvelous legacy Dwight Eisenhower left to all
Americans. How we treasure what he was, and what he 4id. lHe
embodied the very decade that he was President. And remains the
living symbol of freedom’at home and abroad. Ask anyone who
shares a love of liberty: They, too, still like Ike. //

In life, Ike enriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell

" his story -- and so enrich our kids. That's what your Commission
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how on D;Day Ike addressed the sailors, soldiers, and airmen of
the Ailied.Expeditionary Férce. "You are about to embark," he
told them, “upon a great crusade . . . the eyes of the world are
upon you." Ike was steadfast. He Qas courageous. As Supreme
Commander, he met the supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world.. //

"Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were
invariably wise. // You know, some critics can't figure out how
Eisenhower was so successful as President without that vision
thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plaque sitting on
his desk: "“Gently in manner, strong in deed." // And he used
that vision not to demagogue -- but deliver. // |

Listen to Ike's record of Presidential hits. // Eight years
. of peace and prosperity. Eight years of domestic unity
unparalled.in.our history. He was a role model, everyone's
second father. With Ike as President, Father did indeed Know
Best. // And, of course, he was inspired by one of the most
gracious-of all First Ladies -- Mamie Doud Eisenhower -- his wife
of 52 years. //

What a marvelous legacy Dwight Eisenhower left to all
Americans. How we treasure what he was, and what he did. He
embodied the very decade that he was President. And remains the
living éymbol of freedom at home and abroad. Ask anyone who
shares a love of liberty: They, too, still like Ike. //

In life, Ike enriched us all.. Now, it's up to us to tell

his story -- and so enrich our kids. That's what your Commission
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and Foundation are doing. And I thank you for it -- and pledge
my help. And God bless the land Ike so deeply loved -~ the

United States of America.

. [AFTER LUNCH]. Dwight Eisenhower, of course, loved West Point.
So it's my great pleasure to thank a group which honors us by its

presence: The West Point Glee Club.]
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 23, 1990

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH CHRISS WINSTON LA
-\
FROM: CURT SMITH (/]
SUBJECT: EISENHOWER CENTENNIAL LUNCHEON

I. SUMMARY

On Tuesday March 27, at 12:20 p.m., you will address
Eisenhower Centennial Foundation and Commission Members, and
friends and family of Preisdeht Eisenhower before a luncheon
commemorating the hundredth anniversary of his birthday. His
fellow Kansan, Senator Dole, is Commission Chairman. Most of the
guests will be arriving from a Joint Session of Congress in honor
of the former President.

IT. DISCUSSION

The attached remarks (6 minutes, speechcards) discuss
Dwight Eisenhower's attributes as President, military leader, and
human being. The text focuses on the personal qualities which
made him perhaps the most beloved person in American history.
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March 23, 1990
IKE

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EISENHOWER BIRTHDAY
: WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1990

N

Senator Dole, Commission and Foundation members, relativés
of beloved Ike, honored gueéts, ladies and gentlemen. I know
many of you have just come from a Joint Session of Congress.
Welcome to the house a few feet down the road. //

You know, every President admires other Presidents. Harry

Truman was fond of Andrew Jackson. [/ Gerald Ford studied
Abraham Lincoln. // Today, I say it loudly and so very proudly:
I have always cherished Ike. //

This year marks the centennial anniversary of Dwight
Eisenhower's birth, a date your two groups have already done much
to commemorate. // And as we gather here, America still likes
Ike.

We like him because Ike was a man of character -- and

goodwill was at the core. He was a healer -- not hater. He had

a deep faith in God -- and believed America to be divinely
blessed. // Who will ever forget the last words he spoke on
earth? "I have always loved my wife. I have always loved my
children. I have always loved my grandchildren. I have always
loved my country." //

Second, America likes Ike'because he liked us. He was one

of us -- we trusted him to act on behalf of us. // 1In fact,
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fracturing syntax, he even spoke like us. // Come to think of
it, now I know why he's among my favorite Presidents. //

Ike once said, "I come from the heart of America" -- and so
he did. Enjoying what he called "the great and priceless
privilege of growing up in a small town." //

From small-town America Dwight Eisenhower learned values and
ideals ~- what we term its culture. // He played baseball and
football at West Point, and‘followed them avidly. He loved to
read. He loved TV westerns. Among his favorite groups was Fred
Waring and the Pennsylvanians. // Of course, his foxtrot was
better than mine. But, as Barbara says, whose isn't? // And a
-few feet from here is where Ike had his famous putting green.

Ike made golf a nationally-popular sport. You'll know I've had a
similar impact if someday we have a seniors' fishing tour. //

Here's another reason America still likes Ike. He was
intensely knowledgeable -- on becoming President, already a giant
in foreign affairs. // Some people thought I had a pretty good
resume when I ran for President, but it didn't include the words
"he preserved civilization." // TIke's did. // Most Presidents
try to save the world after they get elected. Dwight Eisenhower
got started a little early. //

Few men were tested more severely. Think of it. Three long
years -- from the deserts of North Africa to the beaches of
Normandy. Three long years -- the fate of millions of brave
fighting men in his hands. Last December, off the coast of

Malta, I spoke to the men of the USS8 Forrestal. Where I recalled
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how on D-Day Ike addressed the sailors, soldiers, and airmen of
"the Allied Expeditionary Force. "You are about to embark," he
told them, "upon a great crusadg « « o the eyes of the world are
upon you." Ike was steadfast. He was courageous. As Supreme
Commander, he met the supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world. //

Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were
invariably wise. // You know, some critics can't figure out how
Eisenhower was so successful as President without that vision
thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plaque sitting on
his desk: "Gently in manner, strong in deed." // And he used
that vision not to demagogue -- but deliver. //

Listen to Ike's record of Presidential hits. // Eight years
of peace and prosperity. Eight years of domestic unity
unparalled in our history. He was a role model, everyone's
second father. With Ike as President, Father did indeed Know
Best. // BAnd, of course, he was inspired by one of the most
gracious of all First Ladies -- Mamie Doud Eisenhower -- his wife
of 52 years. [/

What a marvelous legacy Dwight Eisenhower left to all
Americans., How we treasure what he was, and what he did. He
embodied the very decade that he was President. And remains the
living symbol of freedom at home and abroad. Ask anyone who
shares a love of liberty: They, too, still like Ike. //

In life, Ike enriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell

his story -- and so enrich our kids. That's what your Commission
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how on D-Day ike addressed the sailors, soldiers, and airmen of
the Allied Expeditionary Force. "You are about to embark," he
told them, "upon a great crusade . . . the eyes of the world are
upon you." Ike was steadfast. He was courageous. As Supreme
Commander, he met the supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world. //

Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were

invariably wise. // You know, some critics can't figure out how

Eisenhower was so successful as President without that vision
thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plaque sitting on
his desk: "Gently in manner, strong in deed." // And he used
that vision not to demagogue ~- but deliver. //

Listen to Ike's record of Presidential hits. // Eight years
of peace and prosperity. Eight years of domestic unity
unparalled in our hiétory. He was a role model, everyone's
second father. With Ike as President, .Father did indeed Know
Best. // And, of course, he was inspired by one of the most
gracious of all First Ladies -- Mamie Doud Eisenhower -- his wife
of 52 years. [/

What a marvelous legacy Dwight Eisenhower left to all
Americans. How we treasure what he was, and what he did. He
embodied the very decade that he was President. And remains the
living symbol of freedom at home and abroad. Ask anyone who

shares a love of liberty: They, too, still like Ike. //

In life, Ike enriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell

his story -- and so enrich our kids. That's what your Commission
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and Foundation are doing. And I thank you for it -- and pledge
my help. And God bless the land Ike so deeply loved -- the

United States of America.

(AFTER LUNCH]. Dwight Eisenhower, of course, loved West Point.
So it's my great pleasure to thank a group which honors us by its

presence: The West Point Glee Club.]
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Senator Dole, Commission and Foundation members, relatives
of belovéd Ike, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen. I know .
many of you have just come from a Joint Session of Congress.
Welcome to the house MMQCCI /

You know, every President admires gther Presidents. Harry
Truman was fond of Andrew Jackson. '// Gerald Ford studied
Abraham Lincoln. // Today, I say it loudly and so very proudiy:
I have always cherished Ike. //

This year marks the centennial anniversary of pwight
Eisenhower's birth, a date your two groups have already done much
to commemorate. // And as we gather here, America still likes
Ike.

We like him because Ike was a man of gharacter -- and
goodwill was at the core. He was a healer -- not hater. He had
a deep faith in God -- and believed America to be divinely
blessed. // Who will ever forget the last words he spoke on
earth? %I have always loved my wife. I have always loved my
children. I have always loved my grandchildren. I have always
loved my country." [/

Second, America likes Ike because he liked ugs. He was one

of us -- we trusted him to act on hghjl; of us. // In fact,
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fracturing syntax, he even spoke like us. // Come to think of
it, now I kpow ﬁhy he's among my favorite Presidents. !/

Ike once said, "I come from the heart of America"” -- and so

~he did. Enjoying what he'célled "the great and priceless

privilege of'growing up in a small town." //

From small-town America Dwight Eisenhower learned values and
ideals -- what we term its culture. // He played baseball and
football at West Point,‘and followed them avidly. He loved to

read. He loved TV westerns. Among his favorite groups was Fred

Waring and the Pennsylvanians., // Of—course, 11is foxtrot—was go(
_better thanmmwime:—But,—as—Barbara says, whose—ismit? And a ' A%y
7 /] WO AA

0
few feet from here is where Ike had his famous putting green. %/W f
Ike made golf a nationally-popular sport. You*Il Khow I'Vvo—had—a !

e
our. // ;;§§)

Here's another reason America still likes Ike. He was

intensely knowledgeable -- on becoming President, already a giant
in foreign affairs. // Seme—people thought I had @ pretty good
, But—it—didmtt—include the words—
Ot L he j+ W Sokg
"he preserved civilization." // TIkets—did. // Most Presidents
try to save the world gfter they get elected. Dwight Eisenhower

sim

got started a little early. //

Few men were tested more gseverely. Think of it. Three long
Years -- from the deserts of North Africa to the beaches of
Normandy. Three long years -- the fate of millions of brave

fighting men in his hands. Last December, off the coast of

Malta, I spoke to the men of the Ugs8 Forrestal. Where I recalled
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how on D-Day Ike addressad the sailors, soldiers, and airmen of
the Allied Expeditionary Force. "You are about to embark,¥ he
told thém, "upon a great crusade . . . the eyes of the world are
upon you." ike was steadtﬁst. He was courageous. As Supreme
Commander, he met the supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world. //

Finally, Ike was dJegisive -- acting on instincts that were
invariably wise. // You know, some critics can't figure out how
Eisenhower was so successful as President without that vision
thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plaque sitting on
his desk: "Gently in manner, strong in deed.¥ // And he used
that vision not to demagogue == but deliver. //

Listen to Ike's record of Presidential hits. // Eight years
of peace and prosperity. Eight years of domestic unity-
unparalled in our history. He was a role model, everyone's
second father. With Ike as President, Father did indeed Know
Best. // And, of course, he was inspired by one of the most
gracious of all First Ladies -- Mamie Doud Eisenhower -- his wife
of 52 years. //

What a marvelous legacy Dwight Eisenhower left to all
Americans. How we treasure what he was, and what he did. He
embodied the very decade that he was President. And remains the
living symbol of freedom at home and abroad. Ask aayone who
shares a love of liberty: They,. too, still like Ikxe. //

In life, Ike enriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell

his story -- and so enrich our kids. That's: what your Commission
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and Foundation are doing. And I thank you for it -- and pledge
ny help. And God bless the land Ike so deeply loved -~ the

United States of America.

(AFTER LUNCH]. Dwight Eisenhower, of course, loved West Point.
So it's my great pleasure to thank a group which honors us by its

presence: The West Point Glee c1ub;]



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 22, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

Deputy Assistant to the President for
Communications

1]

7] |

FROM: BRENT O. HATCHZ#/
Associate Counsel to the President

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks -- Eisenhower Birthday

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential
remarks. To follow-up our telephone call to your office, this is
to confirm we have no legal objections.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this matter.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EISENHOWER BIRTHDAY
WASHINGTON, D.C. .
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1990

Senator Dole, Commission and Foundation members, relatives
of beloved Ike, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen. I know
you've just come from a joint session of Congress. Welcome to
the house a few feet down the road. //

You know, every President has a favorite President. For
Harry Truman, it was Andrew Jackéon. // For Gerald Ford, Harry
Truman. // For Ronald Reagan, it was Franklin Roosevelt. //

Today, I say it loudly and so very proudly: My favorite
President was Ike. //

This year marks the centennial anniverséry of Dwighﬁ
Eisenhower's birth, a date your two groups have already done much
to commemorate. // And as we gather here, America still likes
Ike.

We like him because Ike was a man of character -- and
goodwill was at the core. He was a healer -- not hater. He had
a deep faith in God -- and believed America to be divinely
blessed. // Who will ever 'forget the last words he spoke on
earth? "I have always loved my wife. I have always loved my
children. I have always loved my grandchildren. I have always
loved my country." [//

Second, America likes Ike because he liked us. He was one

of us -- we trusted him to act on behalf of us. // 1In fact,
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fracturing syntax, he even spoke like us. // Come to think of
it, now I Know why he's my favorite President. //

Ike once said, "I come from the heart of America" -- and
so he did. Enjoying what he called "the great and priceless
privilege of growing up in a small town." //

From small-town America Dwight Eisenhower learned values and
ideals -- what we term its culture. // He played baseball at
West Point, and followed it avidly. He loved to read. He loved
TV westerns. His favorite band was Fred Waring and the '
Pennsylvanians. // Of course, his foxtrot was better than mine.
But, as Barbara says, whose isn't? // And a few feet from here
is where Ike had his famqus putting green. Ike made golf a
nationally-popular sport. You'll know I've had a similar impact
if someday we have a seniors' fishing tour. //

Here's another reason America still likes Ike. He was

intensely knowledgeable -- on becoming President, already a giant

in foreign affairs. // Some people thought I had a pretty good
resume when I ran for President,'but it didn't include the words
"he preserved civilization." // Ike's did. /Y Most Presidents
try to save the world after they get elected. Dwight Eisenhower
got started a little early. //

Few men were tested more severely. Think of it. Four long
years -- from the deserts of North Africa to the beaches of
Normandy. Four long years -- the fate of millions of brave

fighting men in his hands. Last December, off the coast of

Malta, I spoke to the men of the USS Forrestal. Where I recalled
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how on D-Day Ike addressed the sailors, soldiers, and airmen of
the Allied Expeditionary Force. "You are about to embark," he
told them, "upon a great crusade. . . . the eyes of the world are
upon you." Ike was steadfast. He was courageous. As Supreme
Commander, he met the supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world. //

Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were
invariably wise. // You know, some critics can't figure oﬁt how
Eisenhower was so successful as President without that visioq
thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plaque sitting on
his desk: "Gently in manner, strong in deed." // And he used
that vision not to demagogue -- but deliver. // Listen to Ike's
record of Presidential hits. // Eight years of peace and
prosperity. Eight years of domestic unity unparalled in our
history. He was a role model, everyone's second father. With
Ike as President, Father d4id indeed Know Best. //

What a marvelous legacy he left to all Americans. How we
treasure what he was, and what he did. He embodied the very
decade that he was President. And remains the living symbol of
freedom at home and abroad. Ask anyone who shares a love of
liberty: They, too, still like Ike. //

In life, Ike enriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell
his story -- and so enrich our kids. That's what your Commission
and Foundation are doing. 'And I thank you for it -- and pledge
my help. And God bless the land Ike so deeply loved -- the

United States of Americsa.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EISENHOWER BIRTHDAY
WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1990
Senator Dole, Commission and Foundation members, relatives
of beloved Ike, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen. I know
many of you have just come from a joint session of Congress.
Welcome to the house a few feet down the road. //
r//,ff”Ygu know, every President admires other Presidents. Harry
Truman was fond of Andrew Jackson. // Gerald Ford studied
Abraham Lincoln. // Today, I say it loudly and so very proudly:
I have always cherished Ike. //
This year marks the centennial anniversary of Dwight
Eisenhower's birth, a date your two groups have already done much

to commemorate. // And as we gather here, America still likes

Ike.
—

We like him because Ike was a man of character -- and
goodwill was at the core. He was a healer -- not hater. He had
a deep faith in God -- and believed America to be divinely
blessed. // Who will ever forget the last words he spoke on
earth? "I have always loved my wife. I have always loved my
children. I have always loved my grandchildren. I have always
loved my country." //

Second, America likes Ike because he liked us. He was one

of us -- we trusted him to act on behalf of us. // 1In fact,
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fracturing syntax, he even spoke like us. // Come to think of
it, now I know why he's among my my favorite Presidents. //

Ike once said, "I come from the heart of Amer;ca" -- and so
he did. Enjoying what he called "the great and priceless
privilege of growing up in a small town." //

From small—fown America Dwight Eisenhower learned values and
ideals -- what we term its culture. // He played baseball at
West Point, and followed it avidly. He loved to read. He lovéd
TV westerns.- His favorite band was Fred Waring and the
Pennsylvanians. // Of course, his foxtrot was better than mine.
But, as Barbara says, whose isn't? // And a few feet from here
is where Ike had his famous putting green. 1Ike made golf a
nationally-popular sport. VYou'll know I've had a similar impact
if someday we have a seniors' fishing tour. //

Here's another reason America still likes Ike. He was

intensely knowledgeable -- on.becoming President, already a giant

in foreign affairs. // Some people thought I had a pretty good
resume when I ran for President, but it didn't include the words
"he preserved civilization." // 1Ike's did. // Most Presidents
try to save the world after they get elected. Dwight Eisenhower
got started a little early. //

Few men were tested more severely. Think of it. Four long
years -- from the deserts of North Africa to the beaches of
Normandy. Four long years -- the fate of millions of brave
fighting men in his hands. Last December, off the coast of

Malta, I spoke to the men of the USS Forrestal. Where I recalled
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how on D-Day Ike addressed the sailors, soldiers,iapd airmen of
the Allied Expeditionary Force. "You are about to embark," he
told them, "upon a great crusade . . . the eyes of the world are
upon you." Ike was steadfast. He was courageous. As Supreme
Commander, he met the supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world. //

Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were
invariably wise. // You know, some critics can't figgre out how
Eisenhower was so successful as President without that:vision
thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plaque sitting on
his desk: "Gently in manner, strong in deed." // 'And he used
that vision not to demagogue -- but deliver. //

Listen to Ike's record of Presidential hits. // Eight years
of peace and prosperity. Eight years of domestic unity
unparalied in our history. He was a role model, everyone's
second father. With Ike as President, Father did indeed Know
Best. //

What a marvelous legacy he left to all Americans. How we
treasure what he was, and what he did. He embodied the very
decade that he was President. And remains the living symbol of
freedom at home and abroad. Ask anyone who shares a love of
liberty: They, too, still like Ike. //

In life, Ike enriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell
his story -- and so enrich oﬁr kids. That's what your Commission

and Foundation are doing. And I thank you for it -- and pledge
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my help. And God bless the land Ike so deeply loved -- the

United States of America.

[AFTER LUNCH]. Dwight Eisenhower, of course, loved West Point.
So it's my great pleasure to now introduce a group which honors

us by its presence: The West Point Glee Club.]
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EISENHOWER BIRTHDAY
WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1990

Senator Dole, Commission and Foundation members, relatives
of beloved Ike, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen. I know
you've just come from a joint session of Congress. Welcome to
the house a few feet down the road. //

You know, every President has a favorite President. For
Harry Truman, it was Andrew Jackson. // For Gerald Ford, Harry
Truman. // For Ronald Reagan, it was Franklin Roosevelt. // —-‘?

Today, I say it loudly and so very proudly: My favorite
President was Ike. //

This year marks the centennial anniversary of Dwight
Eisenhower's birth, a date your two groups have already done much
to commemorate. // And as we gather here, America still likes
Ike.

We like him because Ike was a man of character -- and
goodwill was at the core. He was a healer -- not hater. He had
a deep faith in God -- and believed America to be divinely
blessed. // Who will ever forget the last words he spoke on
earth? "I have always loved my wife. I have always loved my
children. I have always loved my grandchildren. I have always
loved my country." //

Second, America likes Ike because he liked us. He was one

of us -- we trusted him to act on behalf of us. // 1In fact,



2
fracturing syntax, he even spoke like us. // Come to think of
it, now I know why he's my favorite President. //

Ike once said, "I come from the heart of America" -- and
so he did. Enjoying what he called "the great and priceless
pfivilege of growing up in a small town." //

From small-town America Dwight Eisenhower learned values and
ideals -- what we term its culture. // He played baseball at
West Point, and followed it avidly. He loved to read. He loved
TV westerns. His favorite band was Fred Waring and the
Pennsylvanians. // Of course, his foxtrot was better than mine.
But, as Barbara says, whose isn't? // And a few feet from here
is where Ike had his famous putting green. 1Ike made golf a
nationally-popular sport. You'll know I've had a similar impact
if someday we have a seniors' fishing tour. //

Here's another reason America still likes Ike. He was

intensely knowledgeable -- on becoming President, already a giant

in foreign affairs. // Some people thought I had a pretty good
resume when I ran for President, but it didn't include the words
"he preserved civilization." // 1Ike's did. // Most Presidents
try to save the world after they get elected. Dwight Eisenhower
got started a little early. //

Few men were tésted more severely. Think of it. Four long
years -- from the deserts of North Africa to the beaches of
Normandy. Four long years -- the fate of millions of brave
fighting men in his hands. Last December, off the coast of

Malta, I spoke to the men of the USS Forrestal. Where I recalled
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how on D-Day Ike addressed the sailors, soldiers, and airmen of

the Allied Expeditionary Force. "You are about to embark," he
told them, "upon a great crusade . . . the eyes of the world are
upon you." Ike was steadfast. He was courageous. As Supreme

Commander, he met the>supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world. //

Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were
invariably wise. // You know, some critics can't figure out hqw
Eisenhower was so successful as President without that vision
thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plagque sitting on
his desk: "Gently in manner, strong in deed." // And he used
that vision not to demagogue -~ but deliver. // "Listen to Ike's
record of Presidential hits. // Eight years of peace and
prosperity. Eight years of domestic unity unparalled in our
history. He was a role model, everyone's second father. With
Ike as President, Father did indeed Know Best. //

What a marvelous legacy he left to all Americans. How we
treasure what he was, and what he did. He embodied the very
decade that he was President. And remains the living symbol of
freedom at home and abroad. Ask anyone who shares a love of
liberty: They, too, still like Ike. //

In life, Ike enriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell
his story -- and so enrich our kids. That's what your Commission
and Foundation are doing. And I thank you for it -- and pledge
my help. And God bless the land Ike so deeply loved -- the

United States of America.
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This year marks the centennial anniversary of Dwight
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Eisenhower's birth, a date have already done much ./ 4(/

to/Eomﬁeaorate. // And as we gather here, America still likes
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Ike.
We like him because Ike was a man of character -- and

goodwill was at the core. He was a healer -- not hater. He had
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a deep faith in God -- and believed America to be diVinely

bfeg;ed. // Who will ever forget the last words he spoke on (:25?
earth? "I’have4always'ioved my wife. I have always loved my

children. I have always loved my grandchildren. I have always

lo;ed my couatry.“ L/

Second, America likes Ike because he liked us. He was one

of us -- we trusted him to act on behalf of us. // In fact,
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But, as Barbara says, whose isn't? // And a few feet from here
is where Ike had his famous putting green. 1Ike made golf a
nationally-popular sport. You'll know I've had a similar impact

if someday we have a seniors' fishing tour. //

Here's another reason America still likes Ike. He was i.//
intensely knowledgeable -- on becoming President, already a giant <

in foreign affairs. // Some people thought I had a pretty good

resume when I ran for President, but it didn't include the words

\\J;ngheﬁpreseféed civili;./ation.@Fi // Ike's did. // Most Presidents ‘iﬁ
try to save the world after they get elected. Dwight Eisenhower

got started a little early. //
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fighting men in his hands. Lasf December, off the coast of
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Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were
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Ike as President, Father did indeed Know Bést. //

What a marvelous legacy he left to all Americans. How we
treasure what he was, and what he did. He embodied the very
decade that he was PreEIdeg;. And remains the living symbol of
freedom at home and abroad. Ask anyone who shares a love of
liberty:  They, too, still like Ike. //

In life, Ike enriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell
'his'story -- and so enrich our kids. That's what your Commiésion
and Foundation are doing. And I thank you for it -- and prledge

my help. And God bless the land Ike so deeply loved -- the

- United States of America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 22, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
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FROM: JIM PINKERT

>

SUBJECT: Eisenhower Birthday

An excellent draft with a number of deft touches. We
have one significant guestion regarding the statement at

pg. 1, para. 3, line 1, "My favorite President was Ike."

Unless the President is firmly on record as saying this,
we urge avoiding the picking of a favorite President. For
one thing, it diminishes somewhat any future praise he may
wish to give to certain past Presidents when specific
circumstances arise that warrant it. 1In any case, it
seems to us that the President has already indicated his
preference for Theodore Roosevelt -- and that is a happy
choice for a number of reasons (e.g., TR's emphasis on
reform, on the environment, and the myriad similarities
between TR and George Bush in their respective life
histories, style and personal activism).

Incidentally, we wonder about relying on what recent
Presidents have said about their favorites. It may well
be that they said one thing on one occasion and another on
a different occasion. For example, Reagan liked FDR, but
Coolidge has been cited as his favorite and it was
Conlidge's portrait which he hung in the Cabinet Room.

# #
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NSC concurs with the Presidential remarks for the Eisenhower birthday
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Senator Dole, Commission and Foundation members, relatives
of beloved Ike, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen. I know
you've just come from a joint session of Congress. Welcome to
the house a few feet down the road. //

You know, every President has a favorite President. For
Harry Truman, it was Andrew Jackson. // For Gerald Ford, Harry
Truman. // For Ronald Reagan, it was Franklin Roosevelt. //

Today, I say it loudly and so very proudly: My favorite
President was Ike. //

This year marks the cenfennial anniversary of Dwight
Eisenhower's birth, a date your two groups have already done much
to commemorate. // And as we gather here, America still likes
Ike.

We like him because Ike was a man of character -- and
goodwill was at the core. He was a healer -- not hater. He had
a deep faith in God -- and believed America to be divinely
blessed. // Who will ever forget the last words he spoke on
- earth? "I have always loved my wife. I have always loved my
children. I have always loved my grandchildren. I have always
loved my country." //

Second, America likes Ike because he liked us. He was one

of us -- we trusted him to act on behalf of us. // .In fact,
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fracturing syntax, he even spoke like us. // Come to think of
it, now T know why he's my favorite President. //

Ike once said, "I come from the heart of America" -- and
so he did. Enjoying what he called "the great and priceless
privilege of growing up in a small town." //

From small-town America Dwight Eisenhower learned values and
ideals -- what we term its culture. // He played baseball at
West Point, and followed it avidly. He loved to read. He loved
TV westerns. His favorite band was Fred Waring and the
Pennsylvanians. // Of course, his foxtrot was better than mine.
But, as Barbara says, whose isn't? // And a few feet from here
is where Ike had his famous putting green. Ike made golf a
nationally-popular sport. You'll know I've had a similar impact
if someday we have a seniors' fishing tour. //

Here's another reason America still likes Ike. He was

intensely knowledgeable -- on becoming President, already a giant

in foreign affairs. // Some people thought I had a pretty good
resume when I ran for President, but it didn't include the words
"he preserved civilization." // 1Ike's did. // Most Presidents
try to save the world after they get elected. Dwight Eisenhower
got started a little early. //

Few men were tested more severely. Think of it. Four long
vears -- from the deserts of North Africa to the beaches of
Normandy. Four long years -- the fate of millions of brave
fighting men in his hands. Last December, off the coast of

Malta, I spoke to the men of the USS Forrestal. Where I recalled
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how on D-Day Ike addressed the sailors, soldiers, and airmen of

the Allied Expeditionary Force. "You are about to embark," he
told them, "upon a great crusade . . . the eyes of the world are
upon you." Ike was steadfast. He was courageous. As Supreme

Commander, he met the supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world. //

Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were
invariably wise. // You know, some critics can't figure out how
Eisenhower was so successful as President without that Vision
thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plague sitting on
his desk: "Gently in manner, strong in deed." // And he used
that vision not to demagogue -- but deliver. // Listen to Ike's
record of Presidential hits. // Eight years of peace and
prosperity. Eight years of domestic unity unparalled in our
history. He was a role model, everyone's second father. With
Ike as President, Father did indeed Know Best. //

What a marvelous legacy he left to all Americans. How we
treasure what he was, and what he did. He embodied the very
decade that he was President. And remains the living symbol of
freedom at home and abroad. Ask anyone who shares a love of
liberty: They, too, still like Ike. //

In life, Ike enriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell
his story -- and so enrich our kids. That's what your Commission
and Foundation are doing. And I thank you for it -- and pledge
my help. And God bless the land Ike so deeply loved -- the

United States of America.
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Senator Dole, Commission and Foundation members, relatives
of beloved Ike, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen. I know
you've just come from a joint session of Congress. Welcome to
the house a few feet down the road. //

You know, every President has a favorite President. For
Harry Truman, it was Andrew Jackson. // For Gerald Ford, Harry
Truman. // For Ronald Reagan, it was Franklin Roosevelt. //

Today, I say it loudly and so very proudly: My favorite
President was Ike. //

This year marks the centennial anniversary of Dwight
Eisenhower's birth, a date your two groups have alréady done much
to commemorate. // And as we gather here, America still likes
Ike.

We like him because Ike was a man of character -- and
goodwill was at the core. He was a healer -- not hater. He had
a deep faith in God -- and believed America to be divinely
blessed. // Who will ever forget the last words he spoke on
earth? "I have always loved my wife. I have always loved my
children. I have always loved my grandchildren. I have always
loved my country." //

Second, America likes Ike because he liked us. He was one

of us -- we trusted him to act on behalf of us. // 1In fact,
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fracturing syntax, he even spoke like us. // Come to think of
it, now I know why he's my favorite President. //

Ike once said, "I come from the heart of America" -- and
so he did. Enjoying what he called "the great and priceless
privilege of growing up in a small town." //

From small-town America Dwight Eisenhower learned values and
ideals -- what we term its culture. // He played baseball at
West Point, and followed it avidly. He loved to read. He loved
TV westerns. His favorite band was Fred Waring and the
Pennsylvanians. // Of course, his foxtrot was better than miﬁe.
But, as Barbara says, whose isn't? // And a few feet from here
is where Ike had his famous putting greeh. Ike made golf a
nationally-popular sport. You'll know I've had a similar impact
if someday we have a seniors' fishing tour. //

Here's another reason America still likes Ike. He was

intensely knowledgeable -- on becoming President, already a giant

in foreign affairs. // Some people thought I had a pretty good
resume when I ran for President, but it didn't include the words
"he preserved civilization." // 1Ike's did. // Most Presidents
try to save the world after they get elected. Dwight Eisenhower
got started a little early. //

Few men were tested more severely. Think of it. Four long
vears -- from the deserts of North Africa to the beaches of
Normandy. Four long years -- the fate of millions of brave
fighting men in his hands. Last December, off the coast of

Malta, I spoke to the men of the USS Forrestal. Where I recalled




N

3
how on D-Day Ike addressed the sailors, soldiers, and airmen of
the Allied Expeditionary Force. "You are about to embark," he
told them, "upon a great crusade . . . the eyes of the world are
upon you." Ike was steadfast. He was courageous. As Supreme
Commander, he met the supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world. //

Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were
invariably wise. // You know, some critics can't figure out how
Eiseﬁhower was so successful as President without that vision
thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plaque sitting on
his desk: "Gently in manner, strong in deed.”" // And he used
that vision not to demagogue -- but deliver. // Listen to Ike's
record of Presidential hits. // Eight years of peace and ‘
prosperity. Eight years of domestic unity unparalled in our
history. He was a role model, everyone's second father. With
Ike as President, Father did indeed Know Best. //

What a marvelous legacy he left to all Americans. How we
treasure what he was, and what he did. He embodied the very
decade that he was President. And remains the living symbol of
freedom at home and abroad. Ask anyone who shares a love of
liberty: They, too, still like Ike. //

In life, Ike eﬁriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell
his story -- and so enrich our kids. That's what your Commission
and Foundation are doing. And I thank you for it -- and pledge
my help. And God bless the land Ike so deeply loved -- thé

United States of America.
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/22, with a copy to my
office. Thanks.
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and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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Senator Dole, Commission and Foundation members, relatives
of beloved Ike, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen. I know
you've just come from a joint session of Congress. Welcome to
the housé a few feet down the road. //

You know, every President has a favorite President. For
Harry Truman, it was Andrew Jackson. // For Gerald Ford, Harry
Truman. // For Ronald Reagan, it was Franklin Roosevelt. //

Today, I say it loudly and so very proudly: My favorite
President was Ike. //

This year marks the centennial anniversary of Dwight
Eisenhower's birth, a date your two groups have already done much
to commemorate. // And as we gather here, America still likes
Ike.

We like him because Ike was a man of character -- and
goodwill was at the core. He was a healer -- not hater. He had
a deep faith in God -- and believed America to be divinely
blessed. // Who will ever forget the last words he spoke on
earth? "I have always loved my wife. I have always loved my
children. I have always loved my grandchildren. I have always
loved my country." //

Second, America likes Ike because he liked us. He was one

of us -- we trusted him to act on behalf of us. // 1In fact,
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fracturing syntax, he even spoke like us. // Come to think of
it, now I know why he's my favorite President. //

Ike once said, "I come from the heart of Americaﬁ -- and
so he did. Enjoying what he called "the great and priceless
privilege of growing up in a small town." [//

From small-town America Dwight Eisenhower learned values and
ideals -- what we term its culture. // He played baseball at
West Point, and followed it avidly. He loved to read. He loved
TV westerns. His favorite band was Fred Waring and the
Pennsylvanians. // Of course, his foxtrot was better than mihe.
But, as Barbara says, whose isn't? // And a few feet from here
is where Ike had his famous putting green. Ike made golf a
nationally-popular sport. You'll know I'vé had a similar impact
if someday we have a seniors' fishing tour. //

Here's another reason America still likes Ike. He was

intensely knowledgeable -- on becoming President, already a giant

in foreign affairs. // Some people thought I had a pretty good
resume when I ran for President, but it didn't include the words
"he preserved civilization." // 1Ike's did. // Most Presidents
try to save the world after they get elected. Dwight Eisenhower
got started a little early. //

Few men were tested more severely. Think of it. Four long
years -- from the deserts of North Africa to the beaches of
Normandy.. Four long years -- the fate of millions of brave
fighting men in his hands. Last December, off the coast of

Malta, I spoke to the men of the USS Forrestal. Where I recalled
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how on D-Day Ike addressed the sailors, soldiers, and airmen of

the Allied Expeditionary Force. "You are about to embark," he
told them, "upon a great crusade . . . the eyes of the world are
upon you." TIke was steadfast. He was courageous. As Supreme

Commander, he met the supreme test: He helped bring peace to
every corner of the world. //

Finally, Ike was decisive -- acting on instincts that were
invariably wise. // You know, some critics can't figure out how
Eisenhower was so successful as President without that vision
thing. // Well, his vision was etched on a plaque sitting on
his desk: "Gently in manner, strong in deed." // And he used
that vision not to demagogue -- but deliver. // Listen to Ike's
record of Presidential hits. // Eight years of peace and
prosperity. Eight years of domestic unity unparalled in our
history. He was a role model, everyone's second father. With
Ike as President, Father 4id indeed Know Best. //

What a marvelous legacy he left to all Americans. How we
treasure what he was, and what he did. He embodied the very
decade that he was President. And remains the living symbol of
.freedom at home and abroad. Ask anyone who shares a love of
liberty: They, too, still 1like Ike. //

In life, Ike ehriched us all. Now, it's up to us to tell
his story -- and so enrich our kids. That's what your Commission
and Foundation are doing. And I thank you for it -- and pledge
my help. And God bless the land Ike so deeply loved -- the

United States of America.
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