Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

S

Record Group/Collection: ~ George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin: Speechwriting, White House Office of
Series: Speech File Draft Files

Subseries: Chron File, 1989-1993

OA/ID Number: 13522
Folder ID Number: 13522-010

Folder Title:
PTA Legislative Conference 3/5/90 [OA 4728]

Section: Position:

6 7




THE WHITE HOUSE . a

‘Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release ~ . - "March 5, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE NATIONAL PTA LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE

The East Room
2:33 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Undersecretary Sanders and Roger Porter,
distinguished guests, and Ann, ‘especially to you and the leaders of
the PTA, welcome to the East Room of the White House. Barbara and I
are delighted that you're here. ' It's been said that education is
what remains when we've forgotten all we've been taught. By this
reckoning, I guess I've become quite a scholar over the years.
(Laughter )

But the truth is -- we may have forgotten our algebra
lessons, but we haven't forgotten logic. We may have forgotten a
history lesson from high school, but we haven't forgotten the lessons
of history. So our first concern is for those Americans who never
get the chance to learn. :

No one feels this concern more than you -- you who serve
on the school boards and work with the PTA all across this country.
Since the founding of the PTA, in this very city 92 years ago --
later merged with the heroic National Congress of Colored Parents and
Teachers. The men and women of the PTA have struggled to make this
nation fully educated. And you've for years been a strong voice in
support of standards of higher achlevement.

. Well, I'm here today to tell you that your governors and
your pre51dent have listened; and that the vision of the PTA is now
the v151on of America.

As you know, I met with the governors last fall at an
education summit -- the first of its kind. And, at Charlottesville,
we forged a national compact on education reform. We resolved to put
progress ahead of partisanship, the future before the moment, and our
children before ourselves. And I am pleased to tell you that in our
meeting last week, judging from the enthusiasm of the governors and
education leaders like Ann Lynch -- the Spirit of Charlottesville is
growing ever stronger.

Our resolve is strong because we are agreed: The time
for rhetoric is past. The time to seek results at hand.

We d1d not meet for yet another conference, more
" speeches, more white papers. No.- We met to establish the flrst
national education goals in American history. Our nation is
.committed, as we have never been before, to a radical restructuring-
" of our schools. And we are committed to this national effort because
nothlng less than our national future is at stake.

: And as I speak just a week and a half after the
governors' meeting, I am pleased to announce that a United States
delegation headed by Governor -~ former Governor Tom Kean is on its
way to a "World Conference on Education for All" way over in'
Thailand. And I have charged them to share America's commitment to,
and enthusiasm for, education reform. Both Barbara and I look
forward to hearing from these delegates when they return. By the
way, two of the delegates -- Tom Kean and Jim Duffy from Project
Literacy U. S. have somethlng in common with Ann -- with Ann Lynch -
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MS. LYNCH: You only need to’ stand for one pre51dent not
for me. (Laughter.) Mr. Pres1dent, we wanted to take this occasion,
because it's not often that groups such as .ours get to come to this
East Room, to. correct a wrong that we thlnk has caused some
difficulty in your famlly.

. . Several years ago, Mrs. Bush recelved a national honorary
membership from the National PTA. (Laughter.). And since we believe
strongly that it takes two to really provide good parentlng, when
there are two in the family, we felt to put you on an even keel and
to express our appreciation for being truly the Education President
and for sharing the time and energy and enthusiasm in a world that
has: so many other problems and excitement for you, that you have
taken this time for education, we would like to make you a member, an
honorary member, of the Natlonal PTA. (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much.

'END ° 2:48 P.M. EST

¢



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release ' ; ‘ March 5, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE NATIONAL PTA LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE

The East Room
2:33 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Undersecretary Sanders and Roger Porter,
distinguished guests, and Ann, especially to you and the leaders of
the PTA, welcome to the East Room of the White House. Barbara and I
are dellghted that you re here. -It's been said that education is
what remains when we've forgotten all we've been taught. By this
reckoning, I guess I've become quite a scholar over the years.
(Laughter.)

But the truth is -- we may have forgotten our algebra
lessons,; but we haven't forgotten logic. We may have forgotten a
history lesson from high school, but we haven't forgotten the lessons
of history. So our first concern is for those Americans who never
get the chance to learn.

No one feels this concern more than you -- you who serve
on the school boards and work with the PTA all across this country.
Since the founding of the PTA, in this very city 92 years ago --
later merged with the heroic National Congress of Colored Parents and
Teachers. The men and women of the PTA have struggled to make this
nation fully educated. And you've for years been a strong voice in
support of standards of higher achievement.

. Well, I'm here today to tell you that your governors and
your pre51dent have listened; and that the vision of the PTA is now
the vision of America.

As you know, I met with the governors last fall at an
education summit =-- the first of its kind. And, at Charlottesville,
we forged a national compact on education reform. We resolved to put
progress ahead of partisanship, the future before the moment, and our
children before ourselves. And I am pleased to tell you that in our
meeting last week, judging from the enthusiasm of the governors and
education leaders like Ann Lynch -- the Spirit of Charlottesville is
growing ever stronger.

Our resolve is strong because we are agreed: The time
for rhetoric is past. The time to,seek results at hand.

. We did not meet for yet another conference, more ,

' speeches, more white papers. No. We met to establish the first
national education goals in American history. Our nation is
.committed, as we have never been before, to a radical restructuring

- of our schools. And we are committed to this national effort because
nothing less than our national future is at stake.

A ( And as I speak just a week and a half after the
governors' meeting, I am pleased to announce that a United States
delegation headed by Governor -- former Governor Tom Kean is on its
way to a "World Conference on Education for All"“ way over in
Thailand. And I have charged them to share America's commitment to,
and enthusiasm for, education reform. Both Barbara and I look
forward to hearing from these delegates when they return. By the
way, two of the delegates -- Tom Kean and Jim Duffy from Project
Literacy U. S. have something in common with Ann =-- with Ann Lynch --
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they're all members of my Education Policy Advisory Committee. And
Ann, I do want to thank you for your hard work with this 'group. We
have a good one, this is a working group.

And so as the nations of the world gather this week to
discuss goals, we're getting to work right here at home to ensure a
bright future for our children and our country. We've got to meet
six new goals by the end of the century. '

First: American children must be ready to learn from the
first day of school. And, of course, preparing children for school
is a historic responsibility of parents. But where parents are
absent or where they're unable to help, we need to provide the right
kind of assistance to help children, especially in those early years.
And that's why I proposed a record funding for Head Start.

- Second: High school graduation rates have improved, but
I think we'd all agree they're still unacceptably low. And so we
will raise the graduation rate to at least 90 percent by making our
schools meaningful, challenging and relevant to the needs of the
students. ~ :

Third Goal: We will expect that every child can learn
and raise our expectations of what they can accomplish. When our
children leave the "transition grades" of four, eight and twelve, --
it is not too much to expect that they will read at the fourth grade
level, and the eighth grade level, and then the twelfth grade level.
And it's not too much to expect that they will have the appropriate
mastery of English, math, science, geography and history.

Forth: When it comes to math and science, America will
no longer settle for the bottom of the list, or even third or second
place among the industrialized nations. When it comes to math and
science achievement, we will accept only one prime humber =-- Number
One in the world.

‘ A _ Fifth: Every American adult must be literate and have

the skills needed to compete in a global economy. This country has
such a marvelous system of junior and vocational colleges ready to
teach new skills -- from learning Spanish, to car mechanics, to .
computer literacy. And there's no reason that education should end
with the conferral of a diploma.

R And of course, there are many adult Americans who have
. yet to master the very basics. ‘Barbara has been a leader of the

; campaign for literacy for eight years now. And through her, I have
learned that:a simple lack of letters is a silent sorrow; but it need
“not be a lifelong tragedy.

L Our sixth and final goal ‘is the most basic of all -- to
free every school in America from drugs and violence. It is no
coincidence that the words "civility" and-"civilization" come from
+he same Latin root. You're looking at one who studied Latin for
four years -- don't remember a thing -- (laughter) -- except that it.
is no coincidence that the words civil and civilization come from the
same Latin root. For if rudimentary civility is lost in our schools,
?hen our civilization itself really is in danger. C

‘ Every time I meet with teachers and administrators, I am -
fold the same thing: every state, every district, every school is
unique. So to make our goals work, we will need to relax the federal
regulations that try to force every state, district and school into
exactly the same mold. The governors impressed on me the need for
flexibility.

last year I met with many teachers to prepare for the
education summit. And I was told no two students are exactly alike,
and no two schools face exactly the same challenge.. And so, while we
work to develop appropriate measures and to monitor progress, you.
must work, school by school, class by class, child by child. To
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raise scores is important, but no statistic can match the thrill of
watching the brightening face of a learning child.

And yet, when too many strings are attached to federal
fundlng and by the states, educators and students alike are treated
like puppets. And so I promise to continue to work with the
governors and Congress to cut you loose from excess1ve federal
regulation. .

_ In return for greater flexibility, we w111 seek, of
course, accountability. Accountablllty begins when we quit klddlng
ourselves.

We must stop measurlng our efforts by what goes into our
schools and start measuring our efforts by what comes out of them.
So we will no longer grade ourselves by dollars spent, classrooms
filled, chairs occupied -- no more: "A's for effort." We must have
the courage to be graded on our results. -- just like our children.
In a very real sense, we will be'graded along with our children.

Agaln, these are not just my goals or the Bush
admlnlstratlon goals, nor are they the handiwork of the governors
dlone. These are the national goals, and it will take an act of
national will to make them stick.

b So let's start inside every school, by posting these
goals so that all who walk in -- parents, students, the teachers --
know where we're going. And to make these goals work, I'm asking you
to rethink school procedures and course requirements, even that
challenge the academic schedule itself. We've inherited hallowed
dcademic traditions from the agrarian age -- traditions of discipline
that should be strengthened. But when hallowed tradition proves to
be hollow convention, then we must not hesitate to shatter tradition.

Parents, perhaps, have the greatest task ahead of them.
True, Head Start can work wonders. But too many parents have fallen
into the habit of thinking of education as a service we can hand over
to the school boards, to you leaders, much in the same way we expect
our cities to provide electricity or water or some other service.
Education is not a utility. Education is a national mission. It
really must include the parents. . And that's why we need the
leadership of this marvelous organization, the PTA.

After all, a school program can't kiss away the pain from
an injured knee. And a school program won't calm the fears of a .
child about to get a first shot. And a school program alone can't
instill a lifelong love of learning. ' But parents can spark the flame
of curiosity by reading to their children, every night.

And you can best reach all the parents of America. You
can recruit them as educators, not just for their pre-school
children, but to help their children do their homework all the way
through school.

The PTA has’more’than 6.6 million members in 27,000 local’
units -- in every state, here in the District of Columbia, and in
Defense Department schools abroad. And there is no organization in
America that can reach as many schools and as many parents as you can
-- not state governments, and really not even the federal government.
Success in education starts with you, from every parent and every
teacher who will settle for nothing less than a world-class education
'for our kids.

And so what I wanted to do was to come over here today to
this lovely East Room -- Barbara at my side, because I think we would
all agree she's doing a great job out there in this literacy --
(applause) -- what we both wanted to do was to come over here and say
that for -all that you do, and for all that you will do, you have our
most sincere thanks. God bless you and God bless the United States
of America. Thank you very much. (Applause.)
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MS. LYNCH: You only need to stand for one president, not
for mé. ' (Laughter.) Mr. President, we wanted to take this occasion,
because it's not often that groups such as ours get to come to this
East Room, to. correct a wrong that we thlnk has caused some
difficulty in your family.

Several years ago, Mrs.. Bush received a natlonal honorary
membership from the National 'PTA. (Laughter ) .And since we believe
strongly that it takes two to really provide good parenting, when
there are two in the family, we felt to put you on an even keel and
to express our appreciation for being truly the Educatlon President
and for sharing the time and energy and enthusiasm in a world that
has so many other problems and excitement for you, that you have
taken this time for education, we would like to make you a member, an
honorary member, of the National PTA. (Applause.) :

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very’much.

. END - 2:48 P.M. EST
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( (Seeretaries—Cavazos, Ann Lynch and all the leaders of the

PTA)) Welcome to the East Room of the White House.

It has been said that education is what remains when we’ve
forgotten all we’ve been taught.\\ . . . ((So by this reckoning,
I guess I’'ve become quite a scholar over the years.))\\\

But the truth is -- we may have forgotten our algebra
lessons, but we haven’t forgotten logic. We may have forgotten a
history lesson from high school, but we haven’t forgotten the
lessons of history. So our first concern is for those Americans

who never get the chance to learn.

No one feels this concern more than you -- you who serve on
t)‘L Am'dlxcgism
the school boards i ica. Since
the founding of the PTA, in this very city 92 years ago -- later

merged with the heroic National Congress of Colored Parents and
Teachers -- the men and women of the PTA have struggled to make
this nation fully educated. And you have said for years that to

eflor T

make a difference in education, it will take a national campaign-

to reach national goals.\)\
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I am here today to tell you that your governors and your

president have listened; and that the vision of the PTA is now

the vision of America.\\\
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As you know, ;th aét‘f 1 at an
Education Summit -- the first of its kind. And, at
Charlottesville, we rp a national compact in education
reform. We resolved to put progress before partisanship, the
future before the moment and our children before ourselves. I am
pleased to tell you that in our meeting last week, judging from
the enthusiasm of the governors and education leaders like Ann
Lynch -- the Spirit of Charlottesville is growing ever stronger.

Our resolve is strong because we\axe agreed: The time for
rhetoric is past. The time to seek results is at hand.\\

So we did not meet for yet another conference, more speeches
and white papers. No. We met to establish the first national
education goals in American history. Our nation is committed, as
we have never been before, to a radical restructuring of our

paﬁjéfl schools. And we are committed to this national effort because

:Ddﬁéﬁlf’ nothing less than our national future is at stake.
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To xedeem—the future our children and our country, we

must meet six new goals by the end of the century.
First: American children must be ready to learn from the
yfirst day of school. Of course, preparing children for school is
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-step—-in—as_early as possible. And that is why I proposed record
funding for Head Start.\\\
Second: High school graduation rates have improved, but
they are still unacceptably low. So we will raise the graduation
rate to at least 90 percent by making our schools meaningful,

challenging and relevant to the needs of our students.
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English, math, science, geography and history.
Fourth: When it comes to math and the Wsciencef,
America will no longer settle for the bottom of the list, or even
third or second place among the industrialized nations. When it
comes to math and science achievement, we will accept only one
LIQ?EﬁYn:’ .
prime number -- Number One in the world.\\\ /At D HAVE THE SKILLS
N&DED TO COMPETE v A
Fifth: Every American adult must be iterate., pvB 17
Economy,
This country has such a marvelous system of junior and 7
vocational colleges ready to teach new skills -- from learning
Spanish, to car mechanics, to computer literacy. There is no
reason education should end with the conferral of a diploma.
Of course, there are many adult Americans who have yet to

master the very basics. Barbara has been a leader the campaign
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for literacy for eight years now. Through her, I’'ve learned that
a simple lack of letters is a silent sorrow; but it need not be a
lifelong tragedy.

Our sixth and final goal is the most basic of all -- to free
every school in America from drugs and violence. It is no
coincidence that the words "civility" and "civilization" come
from the same Latin root. For if rudimentary civility is lost in

o . 53 IN DANGER,
our schools, then our civilization itself is” gsidanger-

Every time I meet with teachers and administrators, I am
told the same thing: every state, every district, every school,
is unique. So to make our goals work, we will need to relax the
federal regulations that try to force every state, district and
school into the same mold.

Last year, I met with many teachers to prepare for the
Education Summit. I was told no two students are exactly alike,
and no two schools face the exact same challenge. And so, while'yn;

we %00—!4 0 PeaE DeveElwp \_ APPROfCIM =) 3

policymakers measure progress with national-tests--- you must ﬁgﬁ?so,woﬂf

e
work school by school, class by class, child by child. To raise

LAV RAC
ﬁﬂwﬁscores is epigical. But no statistic can match the thrill of

watching the brightening face of a learning child.

Yet, when too many strings are attached to %ederal fundiggy Uai’
: . Q[0 THE
educators and students alike are treated like puppets. So I TS

promise to continue to work withy/Congress to cut you loose from
excessive regulation.\\)\ the. Guoverngys c&ﬂij
In return for greater flexibility, we will seek

accountability. Accountability begins when we quit kidding
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ourselves. | Ft—begins - when stop measuring our efforts by what
STRRT mo—
goes into our schools, and measuré’our efforts by what comes from

them.\ So we will no longer grade ourselves by dollars spent,

classrooms filled and chairs occupied -- no more "A’'s for (T?i&sti>4

effort."ngg must have the courage to be graded\bgpour results -

- just like our children.“\(ln a very real sense, we will be
graded along with our children.)

Again, these are not just my goals. Nor are they the
handiwork of the governors alone. These are national goals, and
it will take an act of national will to make them stick.

So let’s start inside every school, by posting these goals
so that all who walk in -- parents, students, teachers -- know
where we are going. And to make these goals work, I'm asking you
to rethink Alu%ﬂ'school procedureS and course requiréments even
the academic schedule itself. We’ve inherited hallowed academic

— - - teADITIONS OF DisciPUNE. THAT &Hooh BE STEETTHD
traditions from the agrarian age. %ngyhere hallowed tradition
proves to be hollow convention, then we must not hesitate to
shatter tradition.\\\

Parents, perhaps, have the greatest task ahead of them.

True, Head Start can work wonders. But too many parents have
fallen into the habit of thinking of education as a service we
can hand over to the school boards, much in the same way we
expect our cities to provide electricity or water. Education is

not a utility. Education is a national mission that must include
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After all, a school program won’t kiss away the pain from an
injured knee. A school program won’t calm the fears of a child
about to get a first shot. And a school program alone cannot
instill a lifelong love of learning. But parents can spark the

flame of curiosity by reading to their children, every night.

///’77 The PTA has more than 6.6 million members in 27,000 local

units -- in every state, here in the District of Columbia, and in
Defense Department schools abroad. There is no organization in
America that\ig‘can reach as many schools and as many parents as
you can -- not state governments, not even the federal
government. Success in education starts with you, from every
parent and every teacher who will settle for nothing less than a
world-class education for our kids.

For all that you do, for all that you will do, you have my

sincerest thanks. May God bless you and God bless America.
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WASHINGTON

March 2, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

Deputy Assistant to the President for
Communications

FROM: BRENT O. HATC
Associate Coun%el to the President

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks =-- PTA Legislative Conference

This is to confirm our telephone call to your office this
afternoon that the Counsel's office has reviewed the above-
referenced Presidential remarks. We have no legal objections.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this matter.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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((Secretaries Cavazos, Ann Lynch and all the leaders of the
PTA)) Welcome to the East Room of the White House.

It has been said that education is what remains when we'’ve
forgotten all we’ve been taught.\\ . . . ((So by this reckoning,
I guess I’'ve become quite a scholar over the years;))\\\

But the truth is -- we may have forgotten our algebra
lessons, but we haven’t forgotten logic. We may have forgotten a
history lesson from high school, but we haven’t forgotten the
lessons of history. So our first concern is for those Americans '
who never get the chance to learn.

No one feels this concern more than you -- you who serve on
the school boards and work in the classrooms of America. Since
the founding of the PTA, in this very city 92 years ago -- later
merged with the heroic National Congress of Colored Parénts and
Teachers -- the men and women of the PTA have struggled to make
this nation fully educated._ And you have said for years that to
make a difference in education, if will take a natioﬁal campaign

to reach national goals.\\
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I am here today to tell you that your governors and your
president have listened; and that the vision of the PTA is now
the vision of America.\\\

As you know, I met with the governors last fall at an
Education Summit -- the first of its kind. And, at
Charlottesville, we reached a national compact in education
reform. We resolved to put progress before partisanship, the
future before the moment and our children before ourselves. I am
pleased to tell you that in our meeting last week, judging from
the enthusiasm of the governors and education leaders like Ann
Lynch -- the Spirit of Charlottesville is growing ever stronger.

Our resolve is strong because we are agreed: The time for
rhetoric is past. The time to seek results is at hand.\\

So we did not meet for yet another conference, more speeches
and white papers. No. We met to establish the first national
education goals in American history. Our nation is committed, as
we have never been before, to a radical restructuring of our
schools. And we are committed to this national effort because
nothing less than our national future is at stake.

To redeem the future of our children and our country, we
must meet six new goals by the end of the century.

First: American children must be ready to learn from the
first day of school. Of course, preparing children for school is
the historic responsibility of parents. But where support for

children is absent, society has an obligation to step in, and to
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step in as early as possible. And that is why I proposed record
funding for Head Start.\\\

Second: High school graduation rates have improved, but
they are still unacceptably low. So we will raise the graduation
rate to at least 90 percent by making our schools meaningful,
challenging and relevant to the needs of our students.

Third: We will not belittle our children with lax
standards. We will show our respect by giving them the high
standards of achievement they deserve. So when our children
leave the "transition grades" of four, eight and twelve -- it is
not too much.to expect they will read at the fourth grade level,
the eighth grade level, and the twelfth grade level. It is not
too much to expect that they will have the appropriate mastery of
English, math, science, geography and history.

Fourth: When it comes to math and the hard sciences,

.~ America will no ionger settle for ﬁhe bottom of the list, or even
third or second place among the industrialized nations. When it
comes to math and science achievement, we will accept only one
prime number -- Number One in the world.\\\

Fifth: Every American adult must be skilled and literate.

This country has such a marvelous system of junior and
vocational colleges ready to teach new skills -- from learning
Spanish, to car mechanics, to computer literacy. There is no
reason education should end with the conferral of a diploma.

Of course, there are many adult Americans'who have yet to

master the very basics. Barbara has been a leader the campaign
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for literacy for eight years now. Through her, I’'ve learned that
a simple lack of letters is a silent sorrow; but it need not be a

lifelong tragedy.

Our sixth and final goal is the most basic of all -- to free

every school in America from drugs and violence. It is no

coincidence that the words "civility" and "civilization" come
from the same Latin root. For if rudimentary civility is lost in
our schools, then our civilization itself is endanger.

Every time I meet with teachers and administrators, I am
told the same thing: every state, every district, every school,
is unique. So to make our goals work, we will need to relax the
federal regulations that try to force every state, district and
school into the same mold.

Last year, I met with many teachers to prepare for the
Education Summit. I was told no two students are exactly alike,
and no two schools face the exact same challenge. And so, while
policymakers measure progress with national tests -- you must
work school by school, class by class, child by child. To raise
SAT scores is critical. But no étatistic can métch the thrill of
watching the brightening face of a learning child.

Yet, when too many strings are attached to federal funding,
educators and students alike are treated like puppets. So I
promise to continue to work with Congress to cut you loose from
excessive regulation.\\\

In return for greater flexibility, we will seek

accountability. Accountability begins when we quit kidding
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ourselves. It begins when we stop measuring our efforts by what
goes into our schools, and measure our efforts by what comes from
them. So we will no longer grade ourselves by dollars spent,
classrooms filled and chairs occupied -- no more "A’'s for
effort." We must have the'courage to be graded by our results -
- just like our children. (In a very real sense, we will be
graded along with our children.)

Again, these are not just my goals. Nor are they the
handiwork of the governors alone. These are national goals, and
it will take an act of national will to make them stick.

So let’s start inside every school, by posting these goals
so that all who walk in -- parents, students, teachers -- know |
where we are going. And to make these goals work, I’'m asking you
to rethink every school procedure and course requirément, even
the academic schedule itself. We’ve inherited hallowed academic
traditions from the agrarian age. And where hallowed tradition
proves to be hollow convention, then we must not hesitate to
shatter tradition.\\\

Parents, perhaps, have the greatest task ahead of them.
True, Head Start can work wonders. But too many parents have
fallen into the habit of thinking of education as a service we
can hand over to the school boards, much in the same way we
expect our cities to provide electricity or water. Education is
not a utility. Education is a national mission that must include

parents.
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After ali, a school program won’t kiss away the pain from an
injured knee. A school program won’t calm the fears of a child
about to get a first shot. And a school program alone cannot
instill a lifelong love of learning. But parents can spark the
flame of curiosity by redding to their children, every night.

The PTA has more than 6.6 million members in 27,000 local
'units -- in every state, here in the District of Columbia, and in
Defense Department schools abroad. There is no organization in
America that is can reach as many schools and as many parents as
you can -- not state governments, not even the federal
government. Success in education starts with you, from every
parent and every teacher who will settle for nothing less than a
world~class education for our kids.

For all that you do, for all that you'will dd; you have my

sincerest thanks. May God bless you and God bless America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 2, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

~
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER
SUBJECT: PTA Legislative Conference

o The focus on national education goals in the draft PTA

remarks will be contribute to including parents and teachers in
the national dialogue. There is one timely insert and several
suggested word changes which may add to the message.

¥§ Possible Insert

On March 5, the World Education Conference on Education for All
begins in Thailand and Governor Tom Kean is heading the U.S.
delegation. A possible reference to this event might be
appropriate (suggested insert on page 2, following para. 4):

=N ug&é)
"And teoday, “one week after the Governors meeting, #df#as—we-speak
I am pleased to announce that an United States dglegation headed
by Governor Tom Kean is on its way to a World éonf rence on

Education for %mland. share w“%ﬁo Mo 13
the¥160 countries will be represented therejAmerica's
/Commitment to this new-era—im education reform. oth Barbara and
I look forward to hearing from the delegates when they return.
k [By the way, two of the delegates -- Tom Kean and Jim Duffy from
= Project Literacy U.S. have something in common with Ann Lynch

A . they are all members of my Education Policy Advisory Committee.

no Ann, I, thank you for your £&ne work on.this grou "
eﬁpacmi{{ Wan }f,; LIt g p-] Wn}w\/\‘/

"As the nations of the world gather this week to discuss goals,
we are getting to work at home. To redeem the future . . ."

Page 2, last para.

We suggest substituting the following language beginning in the
second to last sentence:
~ et 7216 Lt }(“’0‘]/"6
\ "But where parents are absent or unable to help, we need to
\ > provide appropriate assistance to help eur children, especially
J S‘in the early years."
01 :gs 0Eq:



Page 3, para. 2

We suggest clarifying the goal statement, possibly as follows:

"We will have high expectations of what our children can learn
and accomplish. So when our children leave the 'transition
grades' of four, eight, and twelve, they will demonstrate the
appropriate mastery of . . ."

Page 3, para 3

We suggested substituting the word "science" for "the hard
sciences."

Page 4, para. 3

We suggest the following language in lines four through six as
there are open questions regarding the measurement process:

"And so, while we work to develop appropriate measures and to
monitor progress . . . To raise scores is important."”

Page 4, para. 4

We suggest inserting "the Governors" following "continue to work

with."

Page 5, para. 2

We suggest the following changes for line 4:
"to rethink school procedures and course requirements."

Please let me know if you have any questions on these
comments or if I can help in any way.
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~
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: PTA LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE, EAST ROOM
2:30 p.m., Monday, March 5, 1990

( (Under-Secretary Sanders, Ann Lynch and all the leaders of
the PTA)) Welcome to the East Room of the White House.

It has been said that education is what remains when we've
forgotten all we've been taught.\\ . . . ((So by this reckoning,
I guess I've become quite a scholar over the years.))\\\

But the tru£h is -- we may have forgotten our algebra
lessons, but we haven't forgotten logic. We may have forgotten a
history lesson from high school, but we haven't forgotten the
lessons of history. So our first concern is for those Americans
who never get the chance to learn.

No one feels this concern more than you -- you who serve on
the school boards of America. Since the founding of the PTA, in
this very city 92 years ago -- later mergéd with the heroic
National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers -- the men and
women of the PTA have strudgled to make this nation fully
educated. And you have said for years that to make a difference
in education, it will take a national effort to reach national
goals.\\

I am here today to tell you that your governors and your
president have listened; and that the vision of the PTA is now

the vision of America.\\\
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As you know, I met with the governors last fall at an
Education Summit -- the first of its kind. And, at
Charlottesville, we forged a national compact in education
reform. We resolved to put progress before partisanship, the
future before the moment and our children before ourselves. I am
pleased to tell you that in our meeting last week, judging from
the enthusiasm of the governors and education leaders like Ann
Lynch -- the Spirit of Charlottesville is growing ever stronger.

Our resolve is strong because we agreed: The time for
rhetoric is past. The time to seek results is at hand.\)\

So we did not meet for yet another conference, more speeches
and white papers. No. We met to establish the first national
education goals in American history. Our nation is committed, as
we have never been before, to a radical restructuring of our
schools. And we are committed to this national effort because
nothing less than our national future is at stake.

And as I speak just one week after the Governors meeting, I
am pleased to announce that aH United States delegation headed by

Goyﬁrnor Kean is on its way to a World Conference on Education

’ @ in Thailand. I have charged them to share America's

commitment tgAgnd enthusiasum for, education reform. Bfth
Barbara and I look forward to hearing from the delegates when
they return. (%y the way, two of the delegates -- Tom Kean and
Jim Duffy from Project Literacy U.S. have something in common

. L}

with Ann Lynch . they are all members of my Education Policy
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Advisory Committee. And Ann, Izgﬁank you for your hard work with
this group.}

C%alké the nations of the world gather this week to discuss
goals, we are getting to work at home. To ensure a bright future
for our children and our country, we must meet six new goals by
the end of the century. ///7LY7

First: American childrén must be ready to learn from the
first day of school. Of cpurse, preparing children for school is
the historic responsibility of parents. But where parents are
absent or unable to help,¥Y we need to provide the right kind of
assistance to help children, especially in the early years. And
that is why I proposed record funding for Head Start.\\\

Second: High school graduation rates have improved, but
they are still unacceptably low. So we will raise the graduation
rate to at least 90 percent by making our schools meaningful,
challenging and relevant to the needs of our students.

Third: We will expect that every child can learn and raise
our expectations of what they can accomplish. When our children
leave the "transition grades" of four, eight and twelve -- it is
not too much to expect they will read at the fourthvgrade level,
the eighthcérade level, and the twelfthOGrade level. It is not
too much to expect that they will have the appropriate mastery of
English, math, science, geography and history.

Fourth: When it comes to math and the scien;g?PZ;erica will

no longer settle for the bottom of the list, or even third or

second place among the industrialized nations. When it comes to
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math and science achievement, we will accept only one prime
number =-- Number One in the world.\\\

| Fifth: Every American adult must be literate and have the
skills needed to compete in a global economy. This country has
such a marvelous system of junior and vocational colleges ready
to teach new skills -- from learning Spanish, to car mechanics,
to computer literacy. There is no reason education should end
with the conferral of a diploma.

Of course, there are many adult Americans who have yet to
master the very basics. Barbara has been a leader of the
campaign for literacy for eight years now. Through her, I've
learned that a simple lack of letters is a silent sorrow; but it
need not be a lifelong tragedy.

Our sixth and final goal is the most basic of all -- to free
every school in America from drugs and violence. It is no
coincidence that the words "civility" and "civilization" come
from the same Laﬁin root. For if rudimentary civility is lost in
our schools, then our civilization itself is in danger.

Every time I meet with teachers and administrators, I am
told the same thing: every state, every district, every school,
is unique. So to make our goals work, we wili need to relax the
federal regulations that try to force every state, district and
school into the same mold.

Last year, I met with many teachers to prepare for the
Education Summit. I was told no two students are exactly alike,

and no two schools face the exact same challenge. And so, while
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we work to develop appropriate measures and to monitor progress,

i 5@’—- you must work school by school,
class by class, child by child. To raise scores is important.
But no statistic can match the thrill of watching the brightening
face of a learning child.

Yet, when too many strings are attached to federal funding
and by the states, educators and students alike are treated like
puppets. So I promise to continue to work with the/gévernors and
Congress to cut you loose from excessive regulation.\\\

In return for greater flexibility, we will seek
accountability. Accountability begins when we quit kidding
ourselves. -

>

We must stop measuring our efforts by what goes into our D\D
schools, and start measuring our efforts by what comes em.
8o we will no longer grade ourselves by dollars spent, classrooms
filled and chairs occupied -- no more "A's for effort." \\\ We
must have the courage to be graded on our results -- just like
our children.\\\ (In a very real sense, we will be graded along
with our children.)

Again, these are not just my goals. Nor are they the
handiwork of the governors alone. These are national goals, and
it will take an act of national will to make them stick.

So let's start inside every school, by posting these goals
so that all who walk in -- parents, students, teachers -- know
where we are going. And to make these goals work, I'm asking you

to rethink school procedures and course requirements, even the
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academic schedule itself. We've inherited hallowed academic
traditions from the agrarian age -- traditions of discipline that
should be strengthened. But wﬁgge hallowed tradition proves to
be hollow convention, then we must not hesitate to shatter
tradition.\\\

Parents, perhaps, have the greatest task ahead of them.
True, Head Start can work wonders. But too many parents have
fallen into the habit of thinking of education as a service we
can hand over to the school boards, much in the same way we
expect our cities to provide electricity or water. Education is
not a utility. Education is a national mission that must include
parents. And thats why we need the leadership of the PTA.

After all, a school program won't kiss away the pain from an
injured knee. A school program won't calm the fears of a child
about to get a first shot. And a school program alone cannot
instill a lifelong love of learning. But parents can spark the
flame of curiosity by reading to their children, every night.

You can best reach all the parents of America - and recruit
them as educators - not just for their pre-school children, but
to help their children do their homework all the way through high
school.

The PTA has more than 6.6 million members in 27,000
local units -- in every state, here in the District of Columbia,
and in Defense Department schools abroad. There is no
organization in America that can reach as many schools and as

many parents as you can -- not state governments, not even the
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federal government. Success in education starts with you, from
every parent and every teacher who will settle for nothing less
than a world-class education for our kids.
For all that you do, for all that you will do, you have my

sincerest thanks. May God bless you and God bless America.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 2, 19%0

MEMQRANDUNM
TO! Marcy Anderson

Office of Cabinet Affairs
FROM: chino chapa(L -

Chief of Staff
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks

1, Secretary Cavazes will ngt be attending the PTA Legislative
Confarsnce. KEe will bs on travel.

2. ©On tha first Yaqa, the second paragraph is conrusini. I
understand the polnt that is trying to bes made, but I disagres

with the statsment. An alternative would be, "It has been said
that education is the most pracicus girt that a parent can give ></
tc a child. I hava tried to pase this gift on to my own children
28 you have to yours. But there ars many children today who have
not received this most precious gift. 8¢ our first concern is

Zor those Americans who never get the chance to learn.®

3. With the announcement of the national goals, thera hava bean

the usual calle for more federal money in order to reach these gf7
goals. The National PTA has urged greater federal spending even %é )/
before the announcament of the goals. Thers needs to be a

raiteration of the Presidant's position: "While we announce

these national goals, one of the lessens of history we must be _ﬂjl
reminded of is that we cannot buy these goals with mora money, (¥ \nd‘
We have tried that already. We must reassess our present - '
spending habits and decida what programs ara enhancing or

retarding our sfforts to attain theasa goals."
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Page 2 ~ Memorandum to Marcy Anderson

Other commants:

. BSecond paragraph, first saentence should be ohang.dé%z %g
to '-u you know, Seoretary Cavazos and I met with the
governors. . .%
-Pags 2. In tha second paragraph, second sentence, the word
"reached" should be changed to "forged."
-Page 3. In the very last sentence on that page beginning

. with "Barbara has been., , ." the word "of" neads to be inserted
<\J after the word “leader."

\\J -Page §. In the second paragrapl, second sentence the word
"is" needs tc be delstsd after the word “that."



{ #:812006v202 «99L1687L0€E v WYLY:6 ! 08-2Z -€ !LL0L 48T7d0J8|8L XOM3IX :AR [N3S

— ettt —— 4 T r— T s AWy = i’ - - - - —

Y ;%pQQ/LLC:
. Sz L‘;{”L;>
Fr CONTACT: Arnold Fege
202-822~-7878
Tari Marshall
| 312-787-0977
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NATIONAL PTA APPLAUDS RDUCATION GOALS:
CALLS FOR ACTION

WASHINGTON, D.C., February 28, 1990 ~-- The nation's largest
parent-teacher group today hailed the development of
national education goals as a strong start toward improving
education in the United States.

The 6.6 million-member National Parent-Teacher
Assoclation (PTA) reviewed the six national education goals

adopted by tha National Governors' Association on February
27 and applauded the majority of the document, saying it is

compatible with many of the PTA's goals for children and
youth, However, the PTA alsc beliaves that the goals den't
go far enough and virtually ignoere parental involvement.

"The goals are a landmark event placing publioc
education and children where they belong == at the top of
the national agenda," said National PTA President Ann Lynch.
"Now it's time to take action," she added.

PTA Vice-President for Legislative Activity Arlene
Zielke of Chicago, Ill., said the orqaniiation is
particularly pleased with the inclusion of access to high
quality and developnentally appropriate programs for
disadvantaged and disabled preschool children as well as
mantion of parents' roles in helping preaschoclers learn.
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Page 2 == PTA Responds to Education Goals

wrhig is A rare opportunity for e¢hildren, because the
President and our natien's governors are with us," sald Zielke.
"Now we will ba relying on them to lead the nation in achieving
thesa goals.?

Zielke also sugqunted that the goals should lead to more
funding foxr science and math, special needs populatiens such as
thoss served by Headstart and chapter One prbgrama, and collage

~ assistancs programe. |

However, the PTA says one of the most critieal needs in
nducation today was virtually ignored -- parent involvament.
Parents waere only mentioned in relation to the early childhood
years, according to Zielke, who noted that the PTA encourages
parents to stay actively involved in education throughout their
children's school years.

"There has been a lot of diucussion and rheeoric about -
parsntal involvement, hut it is obvious there is little interast
in making commitments or policy regarding the parents' role,*
gald Zielke., She added that PTAs would be pushing for parents to
have a greater rolae in public education as the goals are further
daveloped at the state laval. ' |

"We are entering a srucial phass. If steps toward progress
are not taken, the '30a will be a sad decade.for the children of

our country," said PTA President Lyneh."
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

NOTICE:

Enclosed are comments from staff members of the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB). Such comments do not necessarily
represent the official position of the Director of OMB or of the
Ooffice of Management and Budget. If you wish to have the

Director’s personal comments, please let me know -- and contact

David g% Haun

Executive Assistant
to the Director

me if you have any questions.
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Document No. \ l X\

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: e 0L BN ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: 2:00 p.m. Friday 03/02
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: P("{IJ‘?/%EGESEE?E‘IY‘EA?ONFERENCE
ACTION FYI _ ACTION FYI|

VICE PRESIDENT o & MCCLURE o’ O
SUNUNU O v NEWMAN .4 0
SCOWCROFT O a PORTER @ O
DARMAN_____ s lg/ O ROGICH o 0O
BATES : 2 O UNTERMEYER 0 =)
CARD 0O B/ ROGERS - o~
CICCONI - [D/ PINKERTON o O
DEMAREST { 0O WINSTON 0O .d
FITZWATER o FIRESTONE o
GRAY 2’ O ANDERSON ¥ O
HAGIN o O O |

REMARKS: -

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 2:00 p.m. on Friday, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE: %(/ o prre e o

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: PTA LEGISLATIVE CON?ERENCE, EAST ROOM
2:30 p.m., Monday, March 5, 1990

((Secretaries Cavazos, Ann Lynch and all the leaders of the
PTA)) Welcome to the East Room of the White House.

It has been said that education is what remains when we’ve
forgotten all we’ve been taught.\\ . . . ((So by this reckoning,
I guess I’'ve become quite a scholar over the years.))\\\

But the truth is -- we may have forgotten our algebra
lessons, but we haven’t forgotten logic. We may have forgotten a
history lesson from high school, but we haven’t forgotten the
lessons of history. So our first concern is for those Americans
who.never get the chance to learn.

No one feels this concern more than you -- you who-serve on
the school boards and work in the classrooms of America. Since
the founding of the PTA, in this very city 92 years ago -- later
merged with the heroic National Congress of Colored Parents and
Teachers -- the men and women of the PTA have struggled to make
this nation fully educated. And you have said for years that to
make a difference in education, it will take a national campaign

to reach national goals.\\
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I am here today to tell you that your governors and your

president have listened; and that the vision of the PTA is now
the vision of America.\\\

As you know, I met with the governors last fall at an
Education Summit -- the first of its kind. And, at
Charlottesville, we reached a national compact in education
reform. We resolved to put progress before partisanship, the
future before the moment and our children before ourselves. I am
pleased to tell you that in our meeting last week, judging from
the enthusiasm of the governors and education leaders like Angﬂw
Lynch -- the Spirit of Charlottesville is growing ever stronger.

Our resolve is strong because we are agreed: The time for
rhetoric is past. The time to seek results is at hand.\\

So we did not meet for yet another conference, more speeches
and white papers. No. We met to establish the first national
education goals in American history. Our nation is committed, as
we have never been before, to a radical restructuring of our
schools. And we are committed to this national effort because
nothing less than our national future is at stake.

ensure o brryg Lo

To xredeem~the-future -of-our children and our country, we -——m—0
must meet six new goals by the end of the century.

First: American children must be ready to learn from the
first déy of school. Of course, preparing children for school is

the historic responsibility of parents. But where support for

children is absent, society has an obligation to step in, and to
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step in as early as possible. And that is why I proposed record
funding for Head Start.\\\
Second: High school graduation rates have improved, but
they are still unacceptably low. So we will raise the graduation

rate to at least 90 percent by making our schools meaningful, vfgﬂ

/
challenging and relevant to the needs of our students. (;ﬁ?gv/
Third: We will not belittle our children with lax +¢ﬁ%£
standards. We will show our respect by é&vtng—ﬁhem t£;:§$§h
//;:7 s__;dards;;f;;chie#éﬁeﬁéwehey»deserve- So when our children
\ E}\ leave the "transition grades" of four, eight and twelve -- it is
\p¥ '

o , hot too much to expect they will read at the fourth grade level,

%ﬁxf % the eighth grade level, and the twelfth grade level. It is not

/% l," o _: eWnec (W
too much to expect that they will havg«theuappropriate ‘maste —

w..A ;) } 14::', 7
\ ‘k}“ “‘Engllsh math, science, geography and history.

Fourth: When it comes to math and the hard sciences,
America will no longer settle for the bottom of the list, or even
third or second place among the industrialized nations. When it

comes to math and science achievement, we will accept only one

P

prime number -- Number One in the world.\\\ V/%V

\
S Fifth: Every American adult must be skt&ieé—and-llterateOA«C‘ have
* + V\O C \e \ C /V\Q =) (‘ ¢ “‘(\. ‘,\\\\ ";Q <
This country has such a marvelous system of junior and | a, \
(> ba
vocational colleges ready to teach new skills -- from learning Qe

e ont V”;’:

Spanish, to car mechanics, to computer literacy. There is no
reason education should end with the conferral of a diploma.

Of course, there are many adult Americans who have yet to

master the very basics. Barbara has been a leaderqfhe campaign
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for literacy for eight years now. Through her, I’'ve learned that
a simple lack of letters is a silent sorrow; but it need not be a
lifelong tragedy.

Our sixth and final goal is the most basic of all -- to free
every school in America from drugs and violence. It is no
coincidence that the words "civility" and "civilization" come
from the same Latin root. For if rudimentary civility is lost in
our schools, then our civilization itself is endangercj& \/

Every time I meet with teachers and administrators, I am
told the same thing: every state, every district, every school,
is unique. So to make our goals work, we will need to relax the
federal regulations that try to force every state, district and
school into the same mold. ~

Last year, I met with many teachers to prepare for the %;f

Education Summit. I was told no two students are exactly alike,\fgg

and no two schools face the exact s?me challenge. And so, while
OWNac vemenv

policymakers measure progress witihrmatioenal-tests -- you must ¢hv,Q&mu

work school by school, class by class, child by child. To ralsgg;',

»’&
SAT scores is critical. But no statistic can match the thrill ofnﬂa P
X
watching the brightening face of a learning child. bti

’

Yet, when too many strings are attached to federal funding)
educators and students alike are treated like puppets. So I 54/%

promise to continue to work with Congress to cut you loose from™7/

[ %

excessive regulation.\\\ S4,4 /ﬁ

In return for greater flexibility, we will seek d%—{f1A »%é

accountability. Accountability begins when we quit kidding & fg,

o

HRv 4
Sio¢
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ourselves. It begins when we stop measuring our efforts by what
goes into our schools, and measure our efforts by what comes from
them. So we will no longer grade ourselves by dollars spent,
classrooms filled.and chairs occupied -- no more "A’s for
effort." We must have the courage to be graded by our results -
- just like our children. (In a very real sense, we will be
graded along with ocur children.)

Again, these are not just my goals. Nor are they the
handiwork of the governors alone. These are natibnal goals, and
it will take an act of national will to make them stick.

So let'’s start inside every school, by posting these goals
so that all who walk in -- parents, students, teachers -- know
where we are going. And to make these goals work, I'm asking you
to rethink every school procedure and course requirément, even
the academic schedule itself. We'’ve inherited hallowed academic
traditions from the agrarian age. And where hallowed tradition
proves to be hollow convention, then we must not hesitate to
shatter tradition.\\\

Parents, perhaps, have the greatest task ahead of them.
True, Head Start can work wonders. But too many parents have
fallen into the habit of thinking qf education as a service we
can hand over to the school boards, much in the same way we
expect our cities to provide electricity or water. Education is
not a utility. Education is a national mission that must include

parents.



6

After all, a school program won'’'t kiss awaf the pain from an
injured knee. A school program won’t calm the fears of a child
about to get a first shot. And a school program alone cannot
instill a lifelong love of learning. But parenté can spark the
flame of curiosity by reading to their children, every night.

The PTA has more than 6.6 million members in 27,000 local
units -- in every state, here in the District of Columbia, and in
Defense Department schools abroad. There is no organization in
America that is”“can reach as many schools and as many parents as —
you can -- not state governments, not even the federal
government. Success in education starts with you, from every
parent and every teacher who will settle for nothing less than a
world-class education for our kids.

For all that you do, for all that you will dd; you have my

sincerest thanks. May God bless you and God bless America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 2, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A4/
SUBJECT: PTA Legislative Conference

The focus on national education goals in the draft PTA
remarks will contribute to including parents and teachers in
the national dialogue. There is one timely insert and several

suggested word changes which may add to the message.

Possible Insert

On March 5, the World Education Conference on Education for All
begins in Thailand and Governor Tom Kean is heading the U.S.
delegation. A possible reference to this event might be
appropriate (suggested insert on page 2, following para. 4):

"And today, one week after the Governors meeting and as we speak,
I am pleased to announce that an United States delegation headed
by Governor Tom Kean is on its way to a World Conference on
Education for All in Thailand. Their charge is to share with
the 160 countries which will be represented there America's
commitment to this new era in education reform. Both Barbara and
I look forward to hearing from the delegates when they return.
[By the way, two of the delegates -- Tom Kean and Jim Duffy from
Project Literacy U.S. have something in common with Ann Lynch .

. they are all members of my Education Policy Advisory Committee.
Ann, I thank you for your fine work on this group.]"

"As the nations of the world gather this week to discuss goals
we are getting to work at home. To redeem the future . . .

Page 2, last para.

We suggest substituting the following language beginning in the
second to last sentence:

"But where parents are absent or unable to help, we need to
provide appropriate assistance to help our children, especially
in the early years."



Page 3, para. 2

We suggest clarifying the goal statement, possibly as follows:

"We will have high expectations of what our children can learn
and accomplish. So when our children leave the 'transition
grades' of four, eight, and twelve, they will demonstrate the
appropriate mastery of . . ."

Page 3, para 3

We suggested substituting the word "science" for "the hard
sciences."

Page 4, para. 3

We suggest the following language in lines four through six as
there are open questions regarding the measurement process:

"And so, while we work to develop appropriate measures and to
monitor progress . . . To raise scores is important."

Page 4, para. 4

We suggest inserting "the Governors" following "continue to work
with."

Page 5, para. 2

We suggest the following changes for line 4:
"to rethink school procedures and course requirements."

Please let me know if you have any questions on these
comments or if I can help in any way.
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REMARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 2:00 p.m. on Friday, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE: f/éWL W A 42 londbedl Il /4_,4/‘-'\

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: PTA LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE, EAST ROOM
2:30 p.m., ¥onday, March 5, 1990

((Secretaries Cavazos, Ann Lynch and all the leaders of the
PTA)) Welcome to the East Room of the White House.

It has been said that education is what remains when we’ve
forgotten all we’ve been taught.\\ . . . ((So by this reckoning,
I guess I've become quite a scholar over the years.))\\\

But the truth is -- we may have forgotten our algebra
lessons, but we haven’t forgotten logic. We may have forgotten a
history lesson from high school, but we haven’t forgotten the
lessons of history. So our first concern is for those Americans
who never get the chance to learn.

No one feels this concern more than you -- you who serve on
the school boards and work in the classrooms of America. Since
the founding of the PTA, in this very city 92 years ago -- later
merged with the heroic National Congress of Colored Parents and
Teachers -- the men and women of the PTA have struggled to make
this nation fully educated. And you have said for years that toV/
make a difference in education, it will take a national éggggg;h*

to reach national goals.\)\



2

I am here today to tell you that your governors and your
president have listened; and that the vision of the PTA is now
the vision of Amarica:\\\

As you know, I met with the governors last fall at an
. Education Summit -- the first of its kind. And, at
Charlottesville, we reached a national compact in education
reform. We resolved to put progress before partisanship, the
future before the moment and our children before ourselves. I am
pleased to tell you that in our meeting last week, judging from
the enthusiasm of the governors and education leaders like Ann
Lynch -- the Spirit of Charlottesville is growing ever stronger.

Our resolve is strong because we are agreed: The time for
rhetoric is past. The time to seek results is at hand.\\

So we did not meet for yet another conference, more speeches
and white papers. No. We met to establish the first national
education goals in American history. Our nation is committed, as
we have never been before, to a radical restructuring of our
schools. And we are committed to this national effort because
nothing less than our national future is at stake.

To redeem the future of our children and our country, we
must meet six new goals by the end of the century.

First: American children must be ready to learn from the
first day of school. Of course, preparing children for school is

the historic responsibility of parents. But whereﬁsu@pesﬁzégf

- children—is=absents=—= -némaswanqeb&igatignmteastepmia¢gand3§e-

ﬁkd’&wﬁ@% @&&wwb ane. atfueny” < turnebrCoc
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stepin—a#—-early a8 possible. And that is why I proposed record
funding for Head Sfart.\\\

Second: High school graduation rates have improved, but
they are still unacceptably low. So we will raise the graduation
rate to at least 90 percent by making our schools meaningful,
challenging and relevant to the needs of our students.

ble. LWL gupeetf Thot wuery chdd aan Jlearn ond
_ Third: We-will-not-belittle-our--thildren~with-lax
JNaadt s wtprpecradions -4) LI zf:}w/j o aagam(gﬁc@&_
-standards+ We-will-show-our—respect-by.giving-them.the_high
standards-of-achievement-they-deserve-—-So fthen our children
Z
leave the "transition grades" of four, eight and twelve -- -iE=iF
not_too. much. to expect they.will-read-at=the=fourth-grade-level,
the_eighth.grade ..levely; -and—=the—twelfth—grade—level=—It-is=not
volemomatrethd
too.much=to-expect=that they will hawe’ the appropriate mastery of
English, math, science, geography and history.

Fourth: When it comes to math and«the=hard-sciences,
America will no longer settle for the bottom of the list, or even
third or second place among the industrialized nations. When it
comes to math and science achievement, we will accept only one
prime number -- Number One in the world.\\\

Fifth: Every American adult must be skilled and literate.

This'country has such a marvelous system of junior and
vocational colleges ready to teach new skills -- from learning
Spanish, to car mechanics,‘to computer literacy. There is no
reason education should end with the conferral 6f a diploma.

Of course, there are many adult Americans who have yet to

master the very basics. Barbara has been a leader the campaign
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for literacy for eight years now. Through her, I’ve learned that
a simple lack of letters is a,silent sorrow; but it need not be a
lifelong tragedy.

Our sixth and final goal is the most basic of all -- to free
every school in America from drugs and violence. It is no
coincidence that the words "civility" and "civilization" come
from the same Latin root. For if rudimentary civility is lost in
our schools, then our civilization itself is endanger.

Every time I meet with teachers and administrators, I am
told the same thing: every state, every district, every school,
-is unique. So to make our goals work, we will need to relax the
federal regulations that try to force every state, district and
school into the same mold.

Last year, I met with many teachers to prepare'for the
Education Summit. I was told no two students are exactly alike,

and no two schools face the exact same challenge. And so, while

we weork! ) olurelao agnatﬂ reswungs acdt Iy ﬂmwﬁ G oy ) -

npe&&eymakens@maa gress=withenatitnalitests’ -- you must

work school by school, class by class, child by child. . To raise
)enpoetued~ :
sriticad. But no statistic can match the thrill of

ST scores is
watching the brightening face of a learning child.
Yet, when too many strings are attached to federal funding,
educators and students alike are treated like puppets So I
e Governoa  oad
promise to continue to work w1t§(Congress to cut you loose from
excessive regulation.\\\

In return for greater flexibility, we will seek

accountabiliﬁy. Accountability begins when we quit kidding
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ourselves.' It begins when we stop measuring our efforts by what
goes into our schools, and measure our efforts by wh&t comes from
them. So we will no longer grade ourselves by dollars spent,
classrooms filled and chairs occupied -- no more "A’s for
effort." We must have the courage to be graded by our results -
- jﬁst like our children. (In a very real sense, we will be
graded along with our children.)

Again, these are not just my goals. Nor are they the
handiwork of the governors alone. These are national goals, and
it will take an act of‘national willito‘make them stick.

So let’s start inside every school, by posting these goals
so that all who walk in -- parents, students, teachers -- know
. where we are going. And to make these goals work, I’'m asking you
to rethihkcewefy'school procedurgfand course requirémengf even
the academic schedule itself. We’ve inherited hallowed academic
traditions from the agrarian age. And where hallowed tradition
proves to be hollow convention, then we must not hesitate to
shatter tradition.\\\

.Pafents, perhaps, have the greatest task ahead of them;
True, Head Start can work wonders. But too many parenté have
'fallen into the habit of thinking of education as a service we

can hand over to the school boards, much in. the sameAQay we
expect our cities to provide electricity or water. Education is
not a utility. Education is a national mission that must include

parents.
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After all, a school program won’t kiss away fhe pain from an
injured knee. A school program won’t calm the fears of a child
about to get a first shot. And a school program alone cannot
instill a lifelong love of learning. But parents can\spark the
- flame of curiosity by reading to their children, every night.

The PTA has more than 6.6 million members in 27,000 local
units -- in every state, here in thelDistrict of Columbia, and in’
Defensg Department schools abroad. There is no organization in
America that is can reach as many schools and as many parents as
you can -- not state governments, not even the federal
government. Success in education st&rté with you, from every
parent and every teacher who will settle for nothing less than a
world-class education for our kids. |

For all that you do, for all that you will dd; you have my

sincerest thanks. May God bless you and God bless America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 2, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON @
FROM: JIM PINKERTog
. i <

SUBJECT: PTA Legislative Conference &

The President has already succeeded in shifting the /
public debate in education from inputs to outputs, and /
this draft successfully reinforces that point starting at
Pg. 2, para. 3, line 2: "The time to seek results is at

hand." This is followed up at 5,1 where the paragraph
fleshes out the "results" theme (but see comments on this
graf below). All in all, a terrific speech.

2,2,8 "...the Spirit of Charlottesville." J;
[
A good phrase -- worthy of repetition. y /

2,6,1 This kind of relentless repetition of the

President's six goals is what will imprint George Bush as
the Education President in the minds of the American
people.

5,1,1 "It begins when we stop measuring our efforts by
what goes into our schools, and measure our efforts by
what comes from them. So we will no longer grade ourselves
by dolliars spent, classrooms f£illed and chairs occupied -
- no more 'A's for effort.’ We must have the courage to
be graded by our results -- just 1like our children."

This graf is prcbably the most important of the draft
and it deserves to be better zet off and underscored,
complete with "///'s," so that the lines will not be J
swallowed. Instead of starting the essence of the passage
with "It begins," for example, a new graf could begin
thus: "We must stop measuring our efforts by what goes
into our schools and start measuring our efforts by what
comes from them." And just to amplify the message, we
suggest underlining the second and third sentences
starting with "...we will no longer grade...."

/
/

5,3,7 "...we must not hesitate to shatter tradition."
This line (as w2 have mentioned before), is unfortunate

(more)
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in part because the qualifying "where hallowed tradition
proves to be hollow convention" will be forgotten. It
will be misconstrued as meaning that President wishes to
start, Rousseau-like, completely afresh, whereas in fact
he seeks to restructure our educational system so as to
recapture what experience (a.k.a. tradition) has shown to

work.
H##
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((Secretaries Cavazos, n Lynch and all the leaders of the

PTA)) Welcome to the East Room of the White House.

It has been said that education is what remains when we'’ve

forgotten all we’ve been taught.\\ ((So by this reckoning,

I guess I've become quite a scholar over the vears.))\\\

Theeda

the truth is -- we way lave forgotten our algebra

lessons, but we haven'’t forgotten logic. We may have forgotten a

history lesson from high school, but we haven’t forgotten the

lessons of history. So our first concern is for those Americans

pwho neve 7% the chance to learn.
#% b s S G tir Arv.clers
Fﬁb (wxv ’ao one feels this concern more than you -- you who serve on
'

the school boards ggé; ork in the classrooms of Ameri;;E> Since
;i//////,/Z;;ﬂ;;;nding of the PTA, in this very city 92 years ago -- later
7Y%} ,

/v‘ % merged with the herojc National Congress of Colored Parents and
A

W (./’

Mﬂp Teachers -- the men/and women of the PTA have struggled to make
Yz
Cu7 ;Lf} thlS nation fully educated.

W

And you have said for years that to
make a difference/in education, it will take a national campaign
/) to reach nationa oals. :
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I am here today to tell you that your govefnors and your

president have listened; and that the vision of the PTA is now
the vision of America.\\\

- . e
-——— e SUlllw 7§ 4+ s

il Lue yoOvelnors i1astT rali at an
Edvooticn Summit -- the first of its kind. Aand, a-
Charlottesville, we reached a national compact in education
reform.

We resolved to put progress before partisanship, the

future before the moment and our children before ourselves. I am

pPleased to tell you that in our meeting last'week, judging from

the enthusiasm of the governors and education leaders like Ann
Lynch -- the Spirit of Charlottesville is growing ever stronger.

Our resolve is strong because we are agreed: The time for

rhetoric is past. The time to seek results is at hand.\\

-So we did not meet for yet another conference, more speeches

and white papers. No. We met to establish the first national

education goals in American history. Our nation is committed, as

we have never been before, to a radical restructuring of our

schools. 2nd we are committed to this national effort because

nothing less than our national future is at stake.

.To redeem the future of our children and our country, we
must meet six new goals by the end of the century.

First: American children must be ready to learn from the

first day of school. Of course, preparing children for school is

the historic responsibility of parents. But where support for

children is absent, society has an obligation to step in, and to
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step in as early as possible. And that is why I proposed record
funding for Head Start.\\\

Second: High school graduation rates have improved, but

cney are stilil unacceptably low. So we will raise the graduation

rate to at least 90 parcent by making our schools meaniangill,

challenging and relevant to the needs of our students.

Third: We will not belittle our children with lax

standards. We will show our respect by giving them the high

standards of achievement they deserve. So when our children

leave the "transition grades" of four, eight and twelve -- it is

not too much to expect they will read at the fourth grade level,

the eighth grade level, and the twelfth grade level. It is not

too much to expect that they will have the appropriate mastery of
English, math, science, geography and history.
Fourth: When it comes to math and the hard sciences,

America will no longer settle for the bottom of the list, or even

third or second place among the industrialized nations. When it
comes to math and science achievement, we will accept only one
prime number -- Number One in the world.\\\

Fifth: Every American adult must be skilled and literate.

This country has such a marvelous system of junior and
vocational colleges ready to teach new skilis -- from learning
Spanish, to car mechanics, to computer literacy. There is no

reason education should end with the conferral of a diploma.

Of course, there are many adult Americans who have yet to

master the very basics. Barbara has been a leader the campaign
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for literacy for eight years now. Through her,.I've learned that

a@ simple lack of letters is a silent sorrow; but it need not be a

lifelong tragedy.

-2z -
o rmae areman wws  Wladld

final yual is Lile wosc basic of aLl -- to rree

everv s~~~ ‘n America from drugs and viclonzoo
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coincidence that the words "civility" and "civilization" come

from the same Latin root. For if rudimentary civility is lost in

our schools, then our civilization itself is endanger.
Every time I meet with teachers and administrators, I am

told the same thing: every state, every district, every school,

is unique. So to make our goals work, we will need to relax the

federal regqulations that try to force every state, district and

school into the same mold.

Last year, I met with many teachers to prepare for the

Education Summit. I was told no two students are exactly alike,

and no two schools face the exact same chailenge. And so,

while
policymakers measure progress with nationglitests -- you must
work school by school, class by class, child by child. To raise

SAT scores is critical. But no statistic can match the thrill of

watching the brightening face of a learning child.

Yet, when too many strings are attached to federal funding,
educators and students alike are treated iike puppets. So I
promise to continue to work with Congress to cut you loose from.

excessive regulation.\\\

In return for greater flexibility, we'will seek

accountability. Accountability begins when we quit kidding
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ourselves. It begins when we stop measuring our efforts by what
goes into our schools, and measure our efforts by what comes from

them. So we will no longer grade ourselves by dollars spent,

classrooms filled and chaire occupied -- no mcre "A's for
effort." We must have the courage to be araded hy our reewls-
- Just like our children. (In a very real sense, we will be
graded along with our children.)

Again, these are not just my goals. Nor are they the
handiwork of the governors alone. These are national goals, and
it will take an act of national will to make them stick.

So let’s start inside every school, by posting these goals
so that all who walk in -- parents, students, teachers -- know
where we are going. And to make these goals work, I'm asking you
to rethink every school procedure and course requirement, even
the academic schedule .tself. We’ve inherited hallowed academic
traditions from the agrarian age. And where hallowed tradition
proves to be hollow convention, then we must not hesitate to

shatter tradition.\\)\

»Parents, perhaps, have the greatest task ahead of them.

€, Head Start can work wonders. But too many parents have
7

A
/W 49// fallen into the habit of thinking of education as a service we

can hand over to the school boards, much in the same way we

expect our cities to provide electricity or water. Education is

not a utility.
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After all, a school program won’t kiss awaf the pain from an

injured knee. A school program won‘t calm the fears of a child

about to get a first shot. And a,qghoql program alone cannot

instill a lifelong love of lcarnl'u. suL EaLeuLb can spark the

f1=m~ of curiosity by reading to thélr chlldren, every night.
The PTA has more than 6.6 mllllon members in 27,000 local

units -- in every state, here in th° Dlst ct of Columbia, aud in

Defense Department schools abroad. ‘There is no organization in

America that is can reach as many schools ‘and as many pérents as
you can -~ not state governmentaq'nct.even'thewfederal
government. Success in education starts ?ith you, from every
parent and every teacher who will settle fof'nothing less than a
world-class education for our kids. o

For all that you do, for all that you will do, you have my
sincerest thanks. May God bless You and God bless America.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

03/01/90 2:00 p.m. Friday 03/02
DATE: o ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PTA LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE

SUBJECT: (02/26- draft two)
ACTION FYI ‘ ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT o & MCCLURI———mmS, O
SUNUNU a v’ NEWMAN .4 0
SCOWCROFT =) =) PORTER o O
DARMAN o o ROGICH o O
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CICCONI - ﬂ}/ PINKERTON o O
DEMAREST B/ O WINSTON m| ﬂ
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GRAY m/ m| ANDERSON E/ 0
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 2:00 p.m. on Friday, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.

RESPONSE: }J/c
A2
32 ol

UE James W. Cicconi
‘ Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: PTA LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE, EAST ROOM " \
2:30 p.m., Monday, March 5, 1990 (\@7‘
N
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((Secretaries Cavazos, Ann Lynchl/ and all the leaders of the
PTA)) Welcome to the East Room of the White House.

It has been said that education is what remains when we’ve
forgotten all we’ve been taught.\\ . . . ((So by this reckoning,

I guess I’'ve become quite a scholar over the years.))\\\

™.

°:it the truth is -- we may lave forgotten our algebra
lessons, but we haven’t forgotten logic. We may have forgotten a
history lesson from high school, but we haven’t forgotten the
lessons of history. So our first concern is for those Americans
who never get the chance to learn.

No one feels this concern more than you -- you who serve on
the school boards and work in the classrooms of America. Since
the founding of the PTA, in this very city 92 years ago -- later
merged with the heroic National Congress of Colored Parents and
Teachers -- the men and women of the PTA have struggled to make
this nation fully educated. And you have said for years that to

make a difference in education, it will take a national campaign

to reach national goals.\)\

~ A

e 1M



2
I am here today to tell you that your governors and your
president have listened; and that the vision of the PTA is now

the vision of America.\\\

AS you xnow, I met witn tne governors last fall at an
Edu7oticn Summit -- the first of its kind. And, a*-
Charlottesville, we reached a nationai compact in education
reform. We resolved to put progress before partisanship, the
future before the moment and our children before ourselves. I am
Pleased to tell you that in our meeting last week, judging from
the enthusiasm of the governors and education leaders like Ann
Lynch -- the Spirit of Charlottesville is growing ever stronger.

Our resolve is strong because we are agreed: The time for
rhetoric is past. The time to seek results is at hand.\\

So we did not meet for yet another conference, more speeches
and white papers. No. We met to establish the first national
education goals in American history. Our nation is committed, as
we have never been before, to a radical réstructuring of our
schools. And we are committed to this national effort because
nothing less than our national future is at stake.

To redeem the future of our children and our country, we
must meet six new goals by the end of the century.

First: American children must be ready to learn from the
first day of school. Of course, preparing children for school is
the historic responsibility of parents. But where support for

children is absent, society has an obligation to step in, and to
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step in as early ﬁs possible. And that is why I froposed record
funding for Head Start.\\\

Second: High school graduation rates have improved, but
tney are still unacceptably low. So wé will raise the graduation
rate to at least 90 psrcent by making our schools meaningi.l,
challenging and relevant to the needs of our students.

Third: We will not belittle our children with lax
standards. We will show our respect by giving them the high
standards of achievement they deserve. So when our children
leave the "transition grades" of four, eight and twelve -- it is
not too much to expect they will read at the fourth grade level,
the eighth grade level, and the twelfth grade level. It is not
too much to expect that they will have the appropriate mastery of
English, math, science, geography and history.

Fourth: When it comes to math and the hard sciences,
America will no longer settle for the bottom of the list, or even
third or second place among the industrialized nations. When it
comes to math and science achievement, we will accept only one
prime number -- Number One in the world.\\\

Fifth: Every American adult must be skilled and literate.

This country has such a marvelous system of junior and
vocational colleges ready to teach new skills -- from learning
Spanish, to car mechanics, to computer literacy. There is no
reason education should end with the conferral of a diploma.

Of course, there are many adult Americans who have yet to

master the very basics. Barbara has been a leader the campaign
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for literacy for eight years now. Throﬁgh her, i've iearned that
a simple lack of letters is a silent sorrow; but it need not be a
lifelong tragedy.

our s8ixth and final goal is the most basic of all -- to free
every sc*~~' In America from drugs and violence. It is no
coincidence that the words "civility".and "civilization" come
from the same Latin root. For if rudimentary civility is lost in
our schools, then our civilization itself is endanger.

Every time I meet with téachers and??dministrators, I am
told the same thing: every state, every district, every school,
is unique. So to make our goals work, we will need to relax the
federal regulations that try to force evéry state, district and

school into the same mold.

Last year, I met with many teachers to prepare for the
Education Summit. I was told no two students are exactly alike,
and no two schools face the exact same chailenge. And so, while
policymakers measure progress with nationglitests -- you must
work school by school, class by class, child by child. To raise
SAT scores is critical. But no statistic can match the thrill of
watching the brightening face of a learning child. |

Yet, when too many strings are attached to federal funding,
educators and students alike are treated like puppets. So I

promise to continue to work with Congress to cut you loose from

excessive regulation.\\\
In return for greater flexibility, we will seek

accountability. Accountability begins when we quit kidding
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ourselves. It begins when we stop measuring our efforts by what
goes into our schools, and measure our efforts by what comes from
them. So we will no longer grade ourselves by dollars spent,
classrooms filled and chairs occupied -- no more "A’'s for
effort." We must have the courage to be graded by our results -
- Just like our children. (In a very real sense, we will be
graded along with our children.)

Again, these are not just my goals. Nor are they the
handiwork of the governors alone. These are national goals, and
it will take an act of national will to make them stick.

So let’s start inside every school, by posting these goals
so that all who walk in -- parents, students, teachers -- know
where we are going. And to make these goals work, I'm asking you
to rethink every school procedure and course requirement, even
the academic schedule itself. We’ve inherited hallowed academic
traditions from the agrarian age. And where hallowed tradition

ﬂd/ proves to be hollow convention, then we must not hesitate to
4 ¢ shatter tradition.\\\
Parents, perhaps, have the greatest task ahead of them.
True, Head Start can work wonders. But too many parents have
fallen into the habit of thinking of education as a service we
can hand over to the school boards, muchvin the same way we
expect our cities to provide electricity or water. Education is

not a utility. Education is a national mission that must include
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flams of cur1051ty bj reading to their children, every nlght'//

~~The PTA has more than 6.6 million members in 27,000 local
units -- in every state, here in the District of Columbia, and in
Defense Department schools abroad. There is no organization in
/K: America that és:E;; reach as many schools and as many parents as
you can -- not state governments, not even the federal
government. Success in education starts with you, from every
parent and every teacher who will settle for nothing less than a

world-class education for our kids. L

For all that you do, for all that you will do, you have my

sincerest thanks. May God bless you and God bless America.
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PRBSIDEHTIAL ADDRESS: PTA LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE, EAST ROOM
2:30 p.m., Monday, March 5, 1990

((Secretaries Cavazos, Ann Lynch and all the leaders of the
PTA)) Welcome to the East Room of the White House.

It has been said that education is what remains when we’ve
forgotten all we’ve been taught.\\ . . . ((So by this réckoning,
I guess I've become quite a scholar over the years.))\\\

But the truth is -- we may have forgotten our algebra
lessons, but we haven’t forgotten logic. We may have forgotten a
history lesson from high school, but we haven’t fofgotten the
lessons of history. So our first concern is for those Americans
who never get the chance to learn.

No one feels this concern more than you -- you who serve on
the school boards and work in the classrooms of America. Since
the founding of the PTA, in this very city 92 years ago -- later
merged with the heroic National Congress of Colored Parents and
Teachers -- the men and women of the PTA havé struggled to make
this nation fully educated. And you have said for years that to
make a difference in education, it will take a national campaign

to reach national goals.\\
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I am here today to tell you that your governors and your
president have listened; and that the vision of the PTA is now
the vision of America.\\\

As you know, I met with the governors last fall at an
Education Summit -- the first of its kind. And, at
Charlottesville, we reached a national compact inﬂeducation
reform. - We resolved to put progress before partisanship, the
future before the moment and our children before ourselves. I am
pleased to tell you that in our meeting last week, judging from
the enthusiasm of the governors and éducation leaders like Ann
Lynch -- the Spirit of Charlottesville is growing ever stronger.

Our resolve is strong because we are agreed: The time for
rhetoric is past. The time to seek results is at hand.\\

So we did not meet for yet another conference, more speeches
and white papers. No. We met to establish the first national
education goals in American history. Our nation is committed, as
we have never been before, to a radical restructuring of our
schools. And we are committed to this national effort because
nothing less than our national future is at stake.

To redeem the future of our children and our country, we
must meet six new goals by the end of the century.

First: Aﬁerican children must be'ready to learn from the
first day of school. Of course, preparing children for school is
the historic responsibility of parents. But where support for

children is absent, society has an obligation to step in, and to
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step in as early as possible. And that is why I proposed record
funding for Head Start.\\\

Second: High school graduation rates have improvéd, but
théy are still unacceptably low. So we will raise the graduation
rate to at least 90 percent by making our schools meaningful,
challenging and relevant to the needs of our students.

Third:s We will not belittle our children with lax
standards. We will show our respect by giving them the high
standards of achievement they deserve. So when our children
leave the "transition grades" of four, eight and twelve -- it is
not too much to expect they will read at the fourth grade level,
the eighth grade level, and the twelfth grade level. It is not
too much to expect that they will have the appropriate mastery of
English, math, science, geography and history.

Fourth: When it comes to math and the hard sciences,
America will no longer settle for the bottom of the list, or even
third or second place among the industrialized nations. When it
comes to math and science achievement, we will accept only one
prime number -- Number One in the world.\\\

FPifth: Every American ﬁdult must be skilled and literate.

This country has such a marvelous system of junior and
vocational colleges ready to teach new skills -- from learning
Spanish, to car mechanics, to computer literacy. There is no
reason education should end with the conferral of a diploma.

of céurse, there are many adult Americans whé have yet to

master the very basics. Barbara has been a leader the campaign
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for literacy for eight years now. Through her, I’ve learned that
a simple lack of letters is a silent sorrow; but it need not be a
lifelong tragedy.

Our sixth and final goal is the most basic of all -- to free
every school in America from drugs and violence. It is na
coincidence that the words "civility" and "civilization" come
from the same Latin root. For if rudimentary civility is lost in
our schools, then our civilization itself is endanger.>

Every time I meet with teachers and administrators, I am
told the same thing: every state, every district, every school,
is unique. So to make our goals work, we wi;l need to relax the
federal regulations that try to force every state, district and
school into the same mold.

Last year, I met with many teachers to preparé‘for the
Education Summit. I was told no two students are exactly alike,
and no two schools face the exact same challenge. And so, while
policymakers measure progress with national tests -- you must
work school by school, class by class, child by child. To raise
SAT scores is critical.' But no statistic can métch the thrill of
watching the brightening face of.a learning child.

Yet, when too many strings are attached to federal funding,
educators and students alike are treated like puppets. SoAI
promise to continue to work with Congress to cut you loose from
' excessive regulétion.\\\

In return for greater flexibility, we will seek

accountability. Accountability begins when we quit kidding
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ourselves. It begins when we stop measuring our efforts by what
goes into our schools, and measuré our efforts by what comes from
them. So we will no ionger grade vurselves by dollars spent,
‘classrooms filled and chairs occupied -- no more "A’s for
effort." We must have the courage to be graded by our results -
- just like our children. (In a very real sense, we will be
graded along with our children.)

Again, these are not just my goals. Nor are they the
handiwork of the governors alone. These are national goals, and
it will take an act of national will to make them stick.

So let’s start inside every school, by posting these goals
so that all who walk in -- parents, students, teachers -- know
where we are going. And to make these goals work, I’m asking you
to rethihk every school proéedure and course requirément, even
the academic schedule itself. We’ve inherited hallowed academic
traditions from the agrarian age. And where hallowed tradition
proves to be hollow convention, then we must not hesitate to
shatter tradition.\\\

Parents, perhaps, have the greatest task ahead of them.
True, Head Start can work wonders. But too many parents have
fallen into the habit of thinking of education as a service we
can hand over to the school boards, much in the same way we
expect our cities to provide electricity or water. Education is
not a utility. Education is a national mission that must include

parents.
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After all, a school program won’t kiss away the pain from an
injured knee. A school program .won’t calm the fears of a child
about to get a first shot. And a school program alone cannot
instill a lifelong love of learning. But parents can spark the
flame of curiosity by reading to their children, every night.

The PTA has more than 6.6 million members in 27,000 loca1 
units -- in every state, here in the District of Columbia, and in
Defense Department schools abroad. There is no organization in
America that is can reach as many schools and as many parents as
you can -- not state governments, not even the federal
government. Success in education starts with you, from every
parent and every teacher who will settle for nothing less than a
world-class education for our kids.

For all that you do, for all that you will do; you have my

sincerest thanks. May God bless you and God bless America.



