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THR WBITS. HOUSE '
o::ieo of the Press Secretary
‘ L (San Prancisco, cAlito:nis) ,
¥or Iamedlate Ralease 2 —— February 7, 1990

. REMARKS BY THE PRBSIDENT
‘IN QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH
" - HMEMBBRS OF THE COMMONWEALTH CLUB

‘San Francisco Hilton Hotel -
" San Prancisco, California

12:59 P.M. PST -

L ‘ Q Baving reviewed SDI at Livetno:e Lab eoday. do you
.suppo:t noving ahead with tho pro;oct?

.. - THB PRSSIDBNT. Yes, I do. And our budget calls £or

that.: And ‘again, I would :cmxnd the critics that it is defensive;

. that the. science and technology from it will benefit not just this
concept. o! a :eaaonably-ptzced way of intercepting somebody else's
missile -- whether it's from a major power or from some renegade hand
-- bit that the science will berefit, I beliave, the environment —- I
believe it has enormous potential for other uses. I feel more
strongly about that ‘then when I werit to Livermore. :

Q@ - Will the expected troop roductzons b:xng about a
saviggs that can be ugsed to offset the increased cost in strategic
arms : . . .

’ T!B PRESIDENT: Yes. And I hope that there will not be a -
greatly increased cost in strategic armg. The Soviets have
modernized. They've modernized their systems ano we have not yet.
But I would hope that the resulting reductions in the etrategic arms,
which I am pledged to and which I will work for, will have a
bqneficlal eftoct on -- and will result 1n savzngs.

. You see, 1 anm convinced ‘that if politics of international
change are handled corractly and if things go more forward, we will
eventually have far lower levels of speading. But I've spelled out
for you hc:c why think that should bc approached in a very prudent
Ananne:. g .

- Q with the recent events. in Eastozn Bu:opo, ‘do you
, think Ve should now again prepare for a world economic struggle,
'rather than be- preparzng unnecessarily to: a milita:y struggle?

S THB PRESIDENT: - Well, I wouldn t necessarily shift
priorities. 1I've told you the ptzo:ity I place on defense. But when

it comes to coapotitivon-ao of the United States, wa ghould be
sttugg;;ng with thwl ‘wn the fiont burner rtight now, And I think we
are.. And that's one of the reasons I ‘increased dramatically R&D
spending in our budget.  It's one of the inevitable by-products of a
better education system. It's why we're putting more emphasis on
math. and science. 1It's why I'm imposing on great scientists like
David Packard ainé others to give us the advice on how we can become
. more.. competitive. It's why my trade negotiator, Carla Hills, and our
89cteta:y of Commerce are doing their level best to convince pecple
that it ' are going to havo treo tzado, that has to be fair trade.

- And so thia conpatition on tho economic front is bigs
it's going to, get even bigger, in my view, and we'vo got an enormous
- job to do. Not. just the federal government; we can't do this. Many
businesses have already moved into much more -- in the senss of
quality product =- noved much more into the sense of automation and

acl.in
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modex Lgatlon. 8o it to a national goal that we bs more compotigsvap .

but 1¢ san't weit until wa get our defense yrogzan in lino. It'
zlght T Ie's u:gont. (Applauso.) :

L ;;, And let me just throv in one, Joe, on the suecess o! ehe
Uzuguay trade round, for those who are a little more =
=tochn1°a11y-ozxented than some. The succese of this. Uzuguay trade
‘.round 'is very, very important to our ability to enhance the rast of
‘the world and ouzselves by free trade. But we've got some big
barriers out there. . We'vo got some problems we have to: overcome.

: Q Can you pledge that a certain amount of dolla:s from .
a:nanent zoductxon be ttanafo:zod as 2 reduction in the debt?

' THE PRESIDENT: No, I can't pledge that, but I an pledged
‘to get ‘the deficit down in accordance with the Gramm-Rudman tzxgets.
We will have that, if we get our way with Congress -- which doesn’t
exactly do things the way I want, I've found out -- (laughteg) <= but
- 1f we g ¢ that done, I stated in my State of the Union message, that
. that should be an objective. and to move right into it,: tho minute
- we  are in balance -- which would be in three years. Now, I expect
. there will be & lot of pressure on. You hear pressure today on what
'is referred to alluring as a peace dividend. And it appesls to me.
There are things that 'I'd love to be able to say, we can put a lietle . -
.more in this regearch, or we can help this homeless pérson a little
more, or whatever it is. The prassures will be on, but I think that
© it would be a very good thing t0 do =~ bacause I have this -- ag a
grandparent of 12 I must confess, like a lot of people hers, you
feel that we are burdening the generations to come with a debt that
does nothing but click off at the bogznnxng of each year an ' .
enormously high and even highcr rate of interest that we're pledged
-= interest account that we're pledged to pay on the national debit.
.50, yes, as I said in the State of the Unzon. that's what I want to
. do.. (Applause.) : .

@ - If the Soviet Union and others . in the Warsaw Pact
'substantially scale back their military commitment, doesn‘t the U.S.

run the :1sk of moving in the opposite direction of the world? Are
we: p:cparco ‘to stand alone? L :

o wnz PRESIDBNT: No, be»ause I think as I mention.d to you
catlicr, and this ig tha truth, our allies want us involved. - They
don't want to see us decouple or delink from Burope. They see the
A changol ‘and welcome them. All the allied ledaders -- and I talk to
the leaderé of NATO on a fairly rogular basis -~ they see and welcome
the change;’ but they do not want to see¢ the United States pull baek
into what. would be perceived wo:ldwxde as some k1nd ot
noo-isolationist decoupling.

o : And I am not suggesting that we ‘can ‘v save money; Lndeed,

' we wxll., It ‘Qur: p:oposal -- the proposal that I put:forward -= is-
accepted by ‘the Soviets,' and we negotiate out all ‘the ‘details and gce
-a CFE,.ConvVentional Force Agreement, as we are proposing, I think wa
will see substantial savings in -- that are made by the -- what do :
you call it? Suddenly gone blank == in terms of when you' bring a guy
" back ‘and he no.longar is in the army =- (laughter) == but it's not
just t:anlte::ing, it's a qucatton of having. fewer t:oops on botn
~sidco. Ané that e4‘1 *n~"*~nh1y tasuls in some navings.A;

: ‘So wo'ro aware ‘that thara's a chanco €0 .gave, but it is
noe that wo are going to be swimming aqains: the tide with our:

' Buropean allies. and as I said in the speech'-- and I recognize his.

; .question «s didn't {ndicate the guy ‘that asked the qpestion vas
. asleep, he p:obably wrote the question before the .spesach =~ I hope.
" {Laughtet.) : But what I also said i3 that I hope and beiieve that

) ?,many of the new fladgling democracies in Eastern Eurcpe are going to

welcome a stabilizing ptesence on the part of the United States.
Now, some will say that's sacrificing. And I say, no, it 1e in our.
interest because we provide a certain stability chat uonlda t be

"*.'thc:t if wn, the United scates, weren't the:e.

Q Do you see. the freedom of the conmunist count:y ag a.



thzoat eo tho globe? @aae 13, iﬂ thoy all want the coafozts ¥e have,
.;w111 we use np the tesources -of our: Be:th at an even gzeater rate?’

' ' * THR PRESIDENT: No.. 23 think tho:o s an onvironmcntal
awa:oneso 4in the world today that: is oncoutaging.- I 'will readily

' concede there are sone in vhat {8 known as’ ‘the Third World <= I'm not
" thinking. s0 much as the evolution of Bastern Burope: into the aras of -
democracy ~- but I think there's a feeling in some Third wWorld

countr {eg, don't you big guys froam the United States who have raped,
pillaged and plundered the environsent now come and tell us what we
~can't ‘d0, We understand that. But we've got to work with them and

- share our tremendously advanced technology. exigting technology, as

~ we work to find even gteate: technological b:eakth:oughl to protect
tho envi:onnento- , _ o

' : But.I don't tbink yon re going to necessa:ily see that ig
bceauee ot the evolution of Iron Curtain countries into growing --

- hopefully, growing democracies. "I think there‘'s an ‘awvareness now in
Europe about the need to have sound international envizonmental.

: 'p:actico - based on scieuce.~ Not on, myth. but on ecience.

’ SR Q - As Bastern zurope and the u.s R. progress towatd
democracy, do you see foresee any potential militatx alliances being
formed" that could threaten the Free Wo:ld. such as & united Germany
and Japan?

_ - THE PRBSIDBNT:' No, I don't. And I think. everybody
that's inte:ested in foreign affairs, I'm sure, has an opinion one
way or: aniothaer as to what happens oa the reunification of Germany.
But I ‘think that can be -- well, let me recite just as background the
U.Ss. position, ‘which is, self-detetmxnatxon == and this is the NATO
position =~ self-determination, and then when it comes to borders, I
believe Helsinki says no alteration in borders without. agreement of
the pa:ties. SO that givel you a :atho: stable frangwo:k. :

: " How, you can read eve:y day ‘about the :apidity of change
and what might happen ‘in terms of German reunification. But I think
it can be managed in such a way that it will not be a threat to
Western Buzope or to what was termed in the guestion, I think, the.
Pree World. And when I hear both Mr. Genscher and Chancellor Kohl
talking -about a Germany . that remaing tied xnho NATOQ in some way --
maybe not a NATO in exactly the same to:m it is == but that'
eneou:aging.. That's encouraging.

" Q. -In‘the past, smallet countries used to play the U.S.
- versus the U.S.S.R.. to get military and econdmic aid, ' Now that ~
relations have improved with the U.5.S.R., and if we can . anticipate
continued improvement, ‘what are the chanceés of the U.,S. and the

U.8.8:R. working togethe: to solve some ot the wo:ld's problems, such
as the Middle-!ast’ - .

S THE Pnaszozur. Beteez, far better. And I  think there's
certein thxngs that the Soviet Union could do that would facilitate
their role ds a catalyst for peace in the Middle Bast., One of thez
‘would be" to assist more, through. transgo:tation -=-'direct flights --
for Soviet Joua wiehzng to lcavc the 30viot Union to. go to Israel. I

' think thnt would send a sign that their p:esence -= their interest in

the Middle Bast is not just on the side of what heretofore has been

the dide of the oore radical- BRablw s ‘thie -areas - 80 they can do

something like ‘that. I'd like to see them normalisze diplomatic

- ralations with: the State of Isriel. I think that would be helpful.

- But I would think that, as the SQViet Union evolves in a more
democ:atie -taghion, that eone ot the concetne ve'vo .had 1n ehe past

will bo leesened. ‘ . AR R e )

o 80 T vouldn t say that at aone point thoy woulda't have a
:usatul role. 1've cited two -arvas where 1 think they can-have & -
‘useful role in building credibility, not just with the State of
- . Israel, :but with other states aa“mell._ 8o, let's hope that they can
'do sonething. (Agplause.) “ww. : :

JQ How can we . hel#wur. Gorbachev in his quast for 2

'HORE
I
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the scourge of narcotics. (Applause.) -

. Q Theze are claima that the removal of Genecral Ortega
will improve our ¢fforts at iaterdicting drug -- internatior 4
trafficking. Do you agree with this? 9 v - nal drug

: . THE PRESIDENT: Yes, 1 do, because there's some symbolis
~ there ;nd_iuat ag 1 think the extradition of Carlos Lehder .ngm:gii .
Colombians pursuit of the drug lord that was recemtly Killed down
there in battle in Colombia -~ Those things help, because if thcy“see
. major participants, traffickers going about their life without -

threat, why, I just think it sends the wrong signal. -

C Q Since the Panama invasion, have our relations with
Mexico improved? i o

THE PREBSIDENT: Yes. And 1'll tell you one thing that
was good. Our Secretary of the Treasury went down there mayba == 1
don't know whether you saw it on Sunday -- and signed with President
Salinas, the vary fine young President of Mexico, an agreement on .
Third World debt. 1 think that was a good sign. I -- look, I think
1 know enough about this hemisphere to know that anytime a United
States force is used in Central America or wherever else in this
hemisphera, there are going to be concerns built on a foundation of
history that concern our friends and those who are less friendly to
. us in this hemisphere. But 1've explained as best I can, through
letter and by phone, to these leaders why we acted the way we did.

: ‘1 will tell you that 1 am convinced not only will the -
relation -~ is the relationship with Mexico good and is it strong, 1
see nothing but making it even better. And I'm going to work at
that, because Mexico we must not take for granted the fact that we
have marvalously strong allies to our ¥orth and friends to our South.
Sometimes, blessed as we our by our own geography, ve forget that.
And there could be an inclination to neglect our neighbors, and 1
don't want to do that. And I can't tell you that there has been neo
strains, but 1 think some of what you've been reading about South
American reaction has been overstated. And 1 bage that on some
_contact with the individual leaders in this hemisphere. But it's an
exciting hemisphere. This hemigphere can be, in the next couple.of
years, totally democratic. We must not neglect'it. o

So if somebody disagrees with me on Panama and South -
America or Central Amerjca, that just redoubles my desire to make it
right. Make them understand that the President of the United States
is going to protect American life. Make them understand that 92.
percent of the people in Panama support what I did. Make them
understand that democracy now has a chance. And make them understand
that we're going to assist that democracy. Once I do a better job of
that, 1 think any last concerns about what happened there will be

 laid to rest. (Applause.)

Q Why are we wasting time with Noriega when he cannot
poasibly receive a constitutionally=-fair trail without compromising
national security? why not send him to exile in a country willing to
take him? (Laughter.) : » : , '

ar WP . ' PR .. ~ . )
. THE PRESIDENT: Well, the line is not very long for one
thing. And secondly -- (laughter.) Secondly, look =- 1 would just
disagree with the person writing the quastion that the g;vgn is he
can't get a fair trial. Of course, he can get a fair trial. And
vwe've seen that over and over again in highly-controversial cases.
~ And 80 our justice asystem that bends over backwards to be fair will,
. indeed, acquit itself well in this case. S

Q 1s your administration --

i THE PRESIDENT: And -hould. The man's entitled to a faie
tzial. : : ! ) S

Q 18 your administration prepacted to acgept .
governmnents you dislike, even if they carry their public support,

ORE
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sich as the Sandinistas in Wicaregua?

: ' THR PRRSIDBNT: Please define acceptance. (Laughtec.) I
Rnean, we are ~= py agpiration is to help and assist those countries
in this hamisphere that want to walk down democracy's coad. PFreedon.
Democracy. . The very things that wa see -- changes that we se¢ coming
forward in RBastern Rurope. Who would have thought we'd be talking
about trying to assist Czechoglovakia a year ago?. Or Romania? oOr
some of these other countries? So I don't think we can dictate
exactly what kind of system somebody else hag, .It's not our
business, particularly if they have free and certifiably fair
elections. But I think one's inclination is to help those who have
~ the same reverence for democracy and freedom that we have.

@ ~..You stated in your State of the Union Address that
you wish to improve education and to implement the goal of best by
2000 -~ the year 2000. Bow do you plan to iaplement your goal of
baving ouz  graduates be the best by the year 2000? ‘ ,

... THB PRESIDENT: Well, we have a sound program, what 1
‘call the Bducation Excellence Act, befora the Congress today. 1It's
complex legislation, but I want to se¢ it passed. Probably get'
amended, probably get changed, but it challenges pecple to think
anew. We've gotten the governors together in a governors conference
that was more than just frill. What it did was set -- agree to set
national goals. And in the speech the other night, I spelled out
four of the national 'goals that: the governors have agreed should be
. national, and they, themselves, will get to work and redouble their

efforts in ‘their states and try to encourage the localities to
'implement the -program that we've spelled out,

PR  But let me be careful here, because it isn't the role of

- the federal government to do this alone. 1t can't do it. Seven _
percent of the educational spending in this country is federal. And
the rest, for very understandable, and 1 think, wonderful reasons,
belong at the state and local level -- or private educational.

institution level. . - =

" " _And 830, we can exhort; we can push for the kind of

legislation; we can push for implementation of the national goals

. through the use of the bully-pulpit in the White House, and then,
we've got to encourage the governors and the local school boards and
our teachers when it comes to alternative certification, and all of
these .things, to think anew. And we can do this. But we're trying
to set from Washington -- put some emphasis on things, like math and
science, 80 we can guarantee .our ability to compete in the future.
But the federal government isn't going to do it alone. 1t wouldn't
be good, either, for the federal government to try to do it alone.

(Applause.) ST o |

'+ Q- - President Bush, this is your last: uestion, and
before I ask the question, I wish to remind our audience to please
" remain seated until President Bush and Governor Deukmeijian have left
the room. This is a summary of many different questions that I've'
received, President Bush, and that is, where is Mrs. Bush and how is
she? = (Laughter and applause.) . . -° . -~ 0 o .o '
.Y 7HB PRESIDENT: - I know you'll never believe this, but 1'm
,gettinq.a.te::1b19~infdziet1ty‘cdaplez.. (Laughter.) She's fine.

And we both have something .in common now == the-vision thing =<
because she has this eye problem.: But she is doing very well. Therze
. is no hidden agenda to her health. And today, she .is down as one of

- the Thousand Points of Light, which she's bean for a long time,
helping.on literacy in Southern California.. And 1°1l meat her

gght.invOaAh.;=,But':h¢'s doing just gczeat, and thank you for
.asking about hér. Thank you vezyumuch.nfghpplgusgy)
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COMMONWEALTH CLUB, SAN FRANCISCO
12 Noon, WeDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH, 1990

THANK YOU DR. JOSEPH FINK, GOVERNOR DEUKMEIJIAN,
[YOUR GREAT SENATOR, PETE WILSONI, AND COMMONWEALTH
CLUB PRESIDENT, JOSEPH PERRELLI. IT'S GREAT TO BE WITH
YOU TODAY.

((A FEW MINUTES AGO, I ASKED A 49ER FAN WHAT HE
THOUGHT WAS THE TURNING POINT IN THE SUPER BOWL. HE
SAID "THE NATIONAL ANTHEM.™))\\\

((OF COURSE, NOT ALL RECENT MEMORIES IN THE BAY
AREA HAVE BEEN PLEASANT ONES. I'M SURE YOU REMEMBER
THE LAST TIME I WAS HERE, AFTER THIS CITY SUFFERED A
TRAGEDY. I REMEMBER A CLUTTER OF CAR WRECKS, THAT
FLATTENED FREEWAYE AND A TERRIBLE BLACK CLOUD RISING
FROM THE MARINA DISTRICT. AND I KNOW SOME DAMAGE
REMAINS. BUT TODAY I'VE SEEN SOMETHING ELSE --
RENEWAL. THE PEOPLE OF THE BAY AREA HAVE STOOD UP,
DUSTED THEMSELVES OFF AND REBUILT. THE DEVASTATION AND
DANGER ARE PAST. BECAUSE YOU CAME TOGETHER, SAN

FRANCISCO IS AS BEAUTIFUL AS EVER\\ -- SAN FRANCISCO IS
BACK.))\\\
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I HAVE COME BACK TO CALIFORNIA FOR ANOTHER REASON,
TO GIVE YOU -- NO-NONSENSE, HARDNOSED BUSINESSMEN AND
WOMEN THAT YOU ARE -- A STRAIGHTFORWARD AND HOPEFUL
MESSAGE ABOUT OUR NATIONAL SECURITY. YESTERDAY, AT
FORT IRWIN, I ALSO THANKED OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM
-- NOT JUST BECAUSE THEY KEEP AMERICA SAFE AND FREE. I
CAME TO THANK THEM BECAUSE THEY HELP TO MAKE POSSIBLE
THE WONDERFUL CHANGES THAT ARE SWEEPING THE WORLD.

AND AS THE THREATS TO AMERICAN SECURITY CHANGE, SO
TOO MUST OUR DEFENSE STRATEGY. 1IN 1986, DEFENSE
EXPENDITURES CONSUMED 6.3 PERCENT OF OUR GROSS NATIONAL
PRODUCT. AS YOU KNOW, I JUST SUBMITTED MY 1991 BUDGET
TO CONGRESS, WHICH HOLDS DOWN DEFENSE SPENDING FOR THE

FIFTH YEAR IN A ROW -- DOWN TO JUST ABOVE 5 PERCENT OF
GNP.

I AM SUBMITTING THIS BUDGET AT A TIME WHEN THE
POSTWAR WORLD WE HAVE KNOWN -- THE WORLD THAT BEGAN IN
1945 -- IS CHANGING BEFORE OUR VERY EYES. SO TO
UNDERSTAND WHERE WE ARE GOING, LET ME FIRST REVIEW
WHERE WE HAVE BEEN AND WHERE WE ARE TODAY.
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THE FIRST GENERATION OF POSTWAR LEADERS HAD THE
CAUTIONARY EXAMPLE OF THEIR PREDECESSORS. THEY
REMEMBERED THAT THE GREAT WAR -- THE WAR TO END ALL
WARS -- WAS FOLLOWED BY CHAOS AND CONFLICT. THEY
REMEMBERED THAT VISIONARY STATESMEN, AFTER THE FIRST
WORLD WAR, HAD TRIED TO LIMIT LARGE NAVIES -- EVEN
OUTLAWED WAR ITSELF. BUT SOON THESE GREAT HOPES FADED
IN THE FACE OF UNCHECKED AGGRESSION. AND NO PACT COULD
PREVENT WORLD WAR TWO.

SO BY 1945 OUR LEADERS HAD ACQUIRED A REALISM BORN
OF BLOODY EXPERIENCE,\\ A PRAGMATISM BORN OF A SOBER
APPRAISAL OF THE WORLD AS IT WAS. AND FROM HARRY
TRUMAN TO RONALD REAGAN, OUR STRENGTH BECAME THE
WORLD'S SHIELD; OUR IDEALS OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY,
THE WORLD'S HOPE. WE PAID DEARLY FOR THE DEFENSE OF
LIBERTY -- WITH OUR NATIONAL WEALTH, AND WITH MANY OF
OUR YOUNGEST AND BRAVEST.
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AND SO, OVER THE PAST 40 YEARS, OUR LEADERS
CONTINUED TO PROVIDE FOR WAR EVEN AS THEY SOUGHT PEACE.
IT WAS DURING THE TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION, IN THIS VERY
CITY, THAT MEN AND WOMEN OF GREAT VISION AND HIGH

IDEALS CAME FROM AROUND THE WORLD TO CREATE AN ASSEMBLY
OF NATIONS. AND SO IT WAS IN SAN FRANCISCO, 45 YEARS
AGO, THAT THE UNITED NATIONS WAS BORN.

THEN, AS NOW, THE UNITED STATES STROVE TO BALANCE
ITS ROLE AS PEACE-KEEPER WITH THAT OF PEACE-MAKER. WE'
HELPED CREATE THE UNITED NATIONS AND NATO; WE |

ENCOURAGED SOVIET CHANGE EVEN AS WE THWARTED SbVIET
EXPANSION.
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THOSE WHO CRAFTED THIS NEW POLICY CALLED IT
CONTAINMENT, AND PREDICTED THAT IF WE BLOCKED THE EASY
PATH OF EXPANSION, THE SOVIET UNION WOULD ONE DAY HAVE
TO CONFRONT THE CONTRADICTIONS OF)ITS INHUMANE,
ILLOGICAL SYSTEM. THE PURPOSE 0F<CONTAINMENT WAS NOT
TO DEFEAT OR HUMILIATE THE SOVIETS. THE PURPOSE WAS TO
PRESERVE AND EXTEND LIBERTY. THE HOPE WAS SOMEDAY TO
. SEE, AS GEORGE KENNAN PUT IT IN 1947, "THE GRADUAL
MELLOWING OF SOVIET POWER." IT TOOK NEARLY HALF A
CENTURY TO VINDICATE THIS‘STRATEGY; BUT WE CAN NOW SEE
THE RESULTS: TODAY, THE COLD WAR IS IN RETREAT.\\\ |

. /

THAT IS GOOD NEWS, FOR NO SANE MAN OR WOMAN IS
NOSTALGIC FOR THE COLD WAR. WE ARE INSPIRED BY THIS
REVOLUTION OF '89 -- HEARTENED, FOR EXAMPLE, TO SEE A
MAN OF LETTERS AND CONSCIENCE IN PRAGUE MOVE FROM
PRISON TO THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. WE ARE HEARTENED TO
SEE THE BERLIN WALL FALL, SETTING OFF A SHOCKWAVE THAT
UPENDED A TYRANT IN ROMANIA.



-6 -

AND WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR SOMETHING MORE. NOW,
BECAUSE OF OUR STRENGTH AND THAT OF OUR ALLIES; NOW,
THANKS TO THE MARCH OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY IN EASTERN
EUROPE -- AND EVEN IN THE SOVIET UNION ITSELF -- NOW
THE PROSPECTS FOR AN ENDURING PEACE ARE GREATER THAN
EVER BEFORE. WE CAN NOW ENVISION A NEW DESTINY FOR THE
NATIONS OF THE CONTINENT -- THAT OF A EUROPE TRULY
WHOLE AND FREE.\\\

WE ARE TAKING THE FIRST STEPS ACROSS A BRIDGE
BEGUN BY OTHERS'LONG AGO. IT IS A BRIDGE THAT CAN LEAb
US FROM SEEMINGLY ENDLESS CONFLICT TO THE PROﬁiSE OF A
LASTING PEACE. BUT NO MATTER HOW GREAT THE PROMISE, WE
MUST BE CERTAIN THE BRIDGE IS SECURE.

AS PRESIDENT, I RECEIVE AN INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING
EVERY MORNING. AND I RECEIVE THE BEST INFORMATION
AVAILABLE TO ANY WORLD LEADER TODAY. YET THE MORNING
NEWS IS OFTEN OVERTAKEN BY THE NEWS THAT VERY EVENING.
THE WORLD IS SIMPLY MOVING TOO FAST TO FORECAST WITH
ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT. OUR
CHALLENGE IS TO MANAGE THIS PERIOD OF TRANSITION FROM
THE WORLD OF TODAY TO THE WORLD OF TOMORROW -- AND
SAFEGUARD THE SECURITY OF AMERICA IN THE PROCESS.
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OUR PURSUIT OF THIS PROMISING FUTURE MUST START
WITH AN UNDERSTANDING OF TODAY'S REALITIES.

TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, MY MOST RECENT PROPOSAL, WARMLY
RECEIVED BY OUR ALLIES AND PRESIDENT GORBACHEV. I
PROPOSED REDUCING THE TROOP LEVELS ON BOTH SIDES IN
CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE TO 195,000 TROOPS. THAT'S

THE LESS THREATENING FUTURE WE ENVISION, AND IT HOLDS
GREAT PROMISE.

BUT RIGHT NOW THE SOVIETS STILL HAVE MORE THAN
560,000 MEN UNDER ARMS IN CENTRAL EUROPE.

ON THE ISSUE OF STRATEGIC WEAPONS WE HAVE MADE
PROGRESS 1IN THE START NEGOTIATIONS. WE NOW HOPE TO
SLAS (¥ﬁ%¥HhMBE OF STRATEGIC WEAPONS ON BOTH SIDES.-IN
HAEFE. IT IS THESE IMPORTANT REDUCTIONS THAT SECRETARY
BAKER IS SEEKING THIS VERY DAY IN MOSCOW. THAT'S THE
FUTURE WE ENVISION, AND IT TOO HOLDS GREAT PROMISE.
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BUT LET US NOT FORGET THAT RIGHT NOW THE SOVIETS
STILL HAVE MORE THAN 10,000 STRATEGIC WEAPONS. THEY
ARE MODERNIZING THEM; THEY HAVE DEPLOYED TWO NEW MOBILE
ICBMS, AND THEIR SPENDING ON ¥HEIR STRATEGIC DEFENSE
ZNEFFATIVE IS COMPARABLE TO THEIR SPENDING ON STRATEGIC
OFFENSIVE FORCES.

AS PRESIDENT, I AM THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. I AM
BOUND BY THE CONSTITUTION TO DEFEND AND PROTECT THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. SOME WOULD HAVE ME PREDICATE
THE DEFENSE OF OUR PEOPLE ON PROMISING, BUT AS YET
UNFULFILLED, HOPES FOR THE FUTURE. I WILL NOT. I AM
DETERMINED TO SEEK FROM THE SOVIETS THE COLLATERAL TO
IMPLEMENT A NEW PEACE. 1IN INTERNATIONAL TERMS,
COLLATERAL MEANS: SOLDIERS DISCHARGED, TANKS
DISMANTLED, NUCLEAR MISSILES DEMOLISHED, AND CHEMICAL
WEAPONS BANNED FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH.\\\



-9 -

SOME SEE OUR MEASURED APPROACH AS ENDANGERING THE
PROCESS OF CHANGE. I SEE OUR APPROACH AS ESSENTIAL TO
CHANGE, ESSENTIAL TO THE SECURITY OF THIS NATION AND AS
THE ONLY WAY TO A LASTING PEACE. WE HAVE SHOWN THAT
AMERICAN RESOLVE CAN HELP FURTHER SOVIET REFORM. WE
HAVE SHOWN THAT AMERICAN STRENGTH IS THE CATALYST FOR
ARMS CONTROL. WE HAVE SHOWN THAT THE IDEA CALLED
AMERICA CAN INSPIRE CHANGE. NOW WE MUST NOT LET
IMPATIENCE, BORN OF EUPHORIA, JEOPARDIZE ALL WE HAVE
ACHIEVED SO FAR, AND ALL WE CAN ACHIEVE IN THE FUTURE. -

NO MATTER HOW URGENTLY WE WANT TO CROSS THAT
BRIDGE BETWEEN NATIONS, TO CROSS TO A NEW AND MORE
PROMISING NOkLD, WE SHOULD NOT, IN CUR HASTE, ABANDON
THE PATH THAT BROUGHT US TO THIS MOMENT.
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FIRST, AS AMERICANS HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED, OUR
FOREMOST GOAL IS TO PREVENT ANOTHER WORLD WAR. TO DO
SO, WE WILL STILL NEED TO MAINTAIN THE GLOBAL BALANCE
OF POWER. EUROPEAN SECURITY, STABILITY AND FREEDOM --

SO TIED TO OUR OWN -- REQUIRES AN AMERICAN PRESENCE.
| WE MUST REMAIN THERE AS LONG AS WE ARE NEEDED AND
WANTED. THE PROSPECT OF GLOBAL PEACE, THEREFORE,
DEPENDS ON AN AMERICAN FORWARD PRESENCE -- WITH GLOBAL
REACH.

SECOND, WE WILL, OF COURSE, CONTINUE TO REDUCE THE
LIKELIHOOD OF A NUCLEAR WAR. AND THAT IS WHY T WILL
VIGOROUSLY PURSUE OUR START TALKS WITH THE SOVIET
UNION.\\\ BUT ARMS CONTROL AND STRATEGIC MODERNIZATION
ARE NOT COMPETING STRATEGIES. RATHER, THEY CAN WORK
TOGETHER TO MAKE THE WORLD A SAFER PLACE.
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JUST THIS MORNING, I VISITED LAWRENCE LIVERMORE
LABS AND MET THOSE VISIONARY MEN AND WOMEN WHO STRIVE
TO MAKE A NUCLEAR STRIKE ON OUR COUNTRY -- WHETHER FROM
A NUCLEAR SUPERPOWER, OR RENEGADE NATION, OR TERRORIST
GROUP -- EVEN MORE UNLIKELY THAT IT IS TODAY. IF THE
TECHNOLOGY I HAVE SEEN TODAY PROVES FEASIBLE -- AND IT
LOOKS VERY PROMISING -- NO AGGRESSOR COULD BE CONFIDENT
OF THE SUCCESS OF A BALLISTIC MISSILE ATTACK. THAT'S
WHAT DETERRENCE IS ALL ABOUT. WHEN SOME COMPLAIN OF
THE COST OF DEVELOPING SUCH TECHNOLOGIES, THEY SHOULD
FIRST CONSIDER THE COST OF NOT DOING ALL WE CAN TO |
DETER CONFLICT AND PROTECT THE CITIES AND CITIQENS OF
AMERICA. THAT IS WHY I WILL SEEK TO PERSUADE THE
SOVIETS, THROUGH OUR DEFENSE AND SPACE TALKS, THAT, IN
FACT, GREATER RELIANCE ON STRATEGIC DEFENSES WILL
CONTRIBUTE TO A SAFER WORLD.

LET ME NOW TELL YOU SOMETHING ABOUT THE STRATEGY
BEHIND OUR 1991 DEFENSE BUDGET:
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FIRST, NEW THREATS ARE EMERGING BEYOND THE
TRADITIONAL EAST-WEST ANTAGONISM OF THE PAST 45 YEARS.
THESE CONTINGENCIES MUST LOOM LARGER IN OUR DEFENSE
PLANNING. REMEMBER THE THREATS OF LIBYAN AND IRANIAN
TERRORISM? REMEMBER OUR LIBERATION OF GRENADA AND‘ B
PANAMA? AND REMEMBER THE DEDICATION o%ﬂfﬂhiE2§£2§§31q (Acaﬁwﬂ
ON DUTY IN THE PERSIAN GULF TWO YEARS AGO, SAFEGUARDING

THE FLOW OF OIL TO THE INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACIES?

REMEMBER, TOO, THAT THERE ARE MORE THAN 15
COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD THAT WILL HAVE DEVELOPED
BALLISTIC MISSILES BY THE END OF THE DECADE -~ MANY
WITH CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL CAPABILITIES. NUCLEAR
WEAPONS CAPABILITIES ARE PROLIFERATING AS WELL. AND
INEVITABLY HIGH-TECH WEAPONS WILL FALL INTO THE HANDS
OF THOSE WHOSE HATRED OF AMERICA, AND CONTEMPT FOR
CIVILIZED NORMS, IS WELL KNOWN. WE WILL WORK HARD TO
PREVENT THIS DANGEROUS PROLIFERATION. BUT ONE THING IS
CERTAIN: WE MUST BE READY FOR ITS CONSEQUENCES. AND WE
WILL BE READY.\\
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THEN THERE ARE THE NARCO-GANGSTERS -- ALREADY A
THREAT TO OUR NATIONAL HEALTH AND SPIRIT. NOW THEY ARE
TAKING ON THE PRETENSIONS OF A GEOPOLITICAL FORCE. AND
THEY MUST BE DEALT WITH AS SUCH -- BY OUR MILITARY --
IN THE AIR, ON THE LAND, AND ON THE SEAS.\\\

CLEARLY, IN THE FUTURE, WE WILL NEED TO BE ABLE TO
STOP AGGRESSION, REPEL A MISSILE, PROTECT A SEALANE OR
. A DRUG LORD. WE WILL NEED FORCES ADAPTABLE TO
CONDITIONS ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. WE WILL NEED
AGILITY, READINESS, SUSTAINABILITY. WE WILL NEED SPEEb
AND STEALTH. AND WE WILL NEED LEADERSHIP. /

IN SHORT, WE MUST CONTINUE TO DETER BOTH A GLOBAL
WAR AND LIMITED CONFLICTS IN NEW CONDITIONS. AND FOR
THIS REASON, WE DOUBLY NEED TO CONTINUE THE
MODERNIZATION OF OUR FORCES. I PRAY, IT WILL NOT BE MY

SAD DUTY TO COMMIT AMERICAN FIGHTING MEN AGAIN TO
COMBAT. BUT IF I DO, u‘:‘._:dé--;ﬁ’-ﬁ "

ON MY WATCH, THE LIVES OF AMERICAN FIGHTING MEN WON'T
BE SHORT-CHANGED. \\
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AS I MENTIONED, JUST YESTERDAY, I VISITED THE
NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER AT FORT IRWIN, NEAR BARSTOW,
WHERE OUR FIGHTING FORCES PREPARE FOR ACTION. IT WAS
AT THIS VERY BASE THAT WE TRAINED MANY OF OUR TROOPS
_ WHO FOUGHT WITH SUCH DISTINCTION IN PANAMA. AND THEY
WERE COURAGEOUS. BUT BEING PREPARED IS ALSO THE BEST
WAY TO ENSURE THAT WARS ARE PREVENTED. AND AFTER
.SEEING OUR MEN AND WOMEN AGAIN, TALKING WITH THEM --
THEY'RE INDEED UP TO THE CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE.\\

((YOU KNOW, I READ THAT KHRUSHCHEV ONCE SPOKE TO |
THE COMMONWEALTH CLUB FOR THREE HOURS.\\\ PERﬁAPS HE
BEGAN HIS SPEECH WITH THESE WORDS: "LET ME MAKE JUST A
FEW BRIEF OBSERVATIONS . . .))\\\

SO I'LL GET TO MY FINAL CONCERN -- HOW ALL THIS
CHANGE IN OUR DEFENSE BUDGET AFFECTS US AT HOME. MANY
SPEAK OF THE PEACE DIVIDEND. FEW DISCUSS THE SHORT-
TERM COST OF PEACE. THERE WILL BE COSTS AS WE CROSS
THE BRIDGE TO ‘A BETTER FUTURE -- FOR DISLOCATED
INDUSTRIES AND WORKERS, FOR COMMUNITIES -- PAINFUL
PERSONAL ADJUSTMENTS TO BE MADE.
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BUT AMERICA HAS ALWAYS BEEN WILLING TO PAY THE
PRICE OF PEACE. I KNOW THAT SOME OF THE BASES THAT
HAVE BEEN PROPOSED FOR CUTBACKS ARE IN THIS AREA. BUT
LET ME STATE RIGHT HERE AND NOW: THERE HAVE BEEN NO
POLITICS IN THESE PROPOSALS. SOME TALK ABOUT BASES IN
DEMOCRATIC DISTRICTS HERE -- WELL, THEY ARE ALSO IN THE
SAME STATE AS A REPUBLICAN GOVERNOR. I ASK CONGRESS TO
JOIN ME IN A SPIRIT OF FAIRNESS. LONGSTANDING CRITICS
OF DEFENSE SPENDING SHOULD NOT TURN AROUND AND BLOCK
THE CLOSING OF A BASE IN THEIR HOME DISTRICT. I CANNOT
AND WILL NOT ACCEPT THAT. THE TAXPAYER DESERVES
BETTER, AND SO DO THOSE AFFECTED BY OUR—DECISibNS. LET
ME ASSURE YOU: 1IF A BASE CLOSES, IT DOESN'T CLOSE
FEDERAL CONCERN AND COMMITMENT.\\
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CIVILIANS WHO ARE LAID OFF WILL RECEIVE TOP
PRIORITY FOR PLACEMENT IN OTHER DOD POSITIONS. THE
HOMEOWNER'S ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WILL PROTECT MILITARY
AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL FROM FALLING REAL ESTATE PRICES.

AND THE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT WILL WORK WITH
| COMMUNITIES TO DEVELOP POWERFUL NEW ECONOMIC ASSETS,
NEW WAYS TO USE OLD BASES. THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF BEATING
SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES. WE ARE TRANSFORMING MILITARY
RUNWAYS INTO MUNICIPAL AIRPORTS; MILITARY BASES INTO
INDUSTRIAL PARKS AND COMMUNITY COLLEGES; AND MISSILE
HANGARS INTO FACTORIES. |

I KNOW THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL SUPPORT THESE
MEASURES FOR A CONTINUED STRONG DEFENSE. MY TRAVELS
AROUND THIS COUNTRY TELL ME THAT. BUT TO HAVE THE
MEANS TO NEGOTIATE REDUCTIONS AND ENSURE THE PEACE, I
WILL NEED THE SUPPORT, COOPERATION AND CONSULTATION OF
CONGRESS.

WE CAN NOW ENVISION A TIME WHEN THE WORLD IS MORE
SECURE THAN EVER; WHEN ALL THE COMPETITIVE INSTINCTS OF
MODERN MAN WILL BE DIVERTED TO COMMERCE\\ . . . EVEN TO
FOOTBALL.
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YOU KNOW, I STARTED BY JOKING ABOUT THE 49ERS
WINNING THE SUPER BOWL DURING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM. BUT
IT'S NOT HOW MANY PASSES JOE MONTANA COMPLETED. IT'S
THAT HE KNEW BETTER THAN TO REST ON HIS LAURELS AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE FOURTH QUARTER. SO SHOULD WE. I WILL
WORK WITH CONGRESS TO BUILD THAT BRIDGE TO A MORE
SECURE WORLD. AND IF WE WORK TOGETHER, THEN PEACE
ITSELF WILL BE THE GREATEST DIVIDEND OF ALL.\\\

THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TO SAN FRANCISCO. GOD !
BLESS YOU, AND GOD BLESS AMERICA. |



COMMONWEALTH CLUB, SAN FRANCISCO
12 NooN, WeDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH, 1990

THANK YOU DR. JOSEPH FINK, GOVERNOR DEUKMEIJIAN, .
[YOUR GREAT SENATOR, PETE WILSOW], AND COMMONWEALTH.

CLUB PRESIDENT, JOSEPH PERRELLI. IT'S GREAT TO BE WITH

YOU TODAY.

((A FEW MINUTES AGO, I'ASKED A 49ER FAN WHAT HE
THOUGHT WAS THE TURNING POINT IN THE SUPER BOWL. HE
SAID "THE NATIONAL ANTHEM.™))\\\

((OF COURSE, NOT ALL RECENT MEMORIES IN THE BAY.
AREA HAVE BEEN PLEASANT ONES. I'M SURE YOU REMEMBER
THE LAST TIME I WAS HERE, AFTER THIS CITY SUFFERED A
-TRAGEDY. I REMEMBER A CLUTTER OF CAR WRECKS, THAT
FLATTENED FREEWAY, AND A TERRIBLE BLACK CLOUD RISING
FROM THE MARINA DISTRICT. AND I KNOW SOME DAMAGE
REMAINS. BUT TODAY I'VE SEEN SOMETHING ELSE --
RENEWAL. THE.PEOPLE OF THE BAY AREA HAVE STOOD UP,
;bUSTED THEMSELVES OFF AND REBUILT. THE DEVASTATION AND
DANGER ARE PAST. BECAUSE YOU CAME TOGETHER, SAN

FRANCISCO iS AS BEAUTIFUL AS EVER\\ -- SAN FRANCISCO IS

BACK.))\\\

Mok
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BACK
[ HAVE COMEATO CALIFORNIA FOR ANOTHER REASON, TO GIVE YOU
-- NO-NONSENSE, HARDNOSED BUSINESSMEN AND WOMEN THAT YOU ARE --
A STRAIGHTFORWARD AND HOPEFUL MESSAGE ABOUT OUR MATIONAL SECURITY.

YESTERDAY, AT FORT IRWIN, I ALSO THANKED OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN
UNIFORM -- NOT JUST BECAUSE THEY KEEP AMERICA SAFE AND FREE, I
CAME TO THANK THEM BECAUSE THEY HELP TO MAKE POSSIBLE THE
WONDERFUL CHANGES THAT ARE SWEEPING THE WORLD,

I WISH ALL OF YOU COULD HAVE BEEN WITH ME AS I TALKED TO THE
YOUNG TROOPS. IT IS VERY CLEAR WHY OUR JOINT CHIEFS KEEP TELLING
ME OUR SERVICES ALL HAVE THE FIMNEST, MOST DEDICATED YOUNG MEN

AND WOMEN TO EVER SERVE IN UNIFORM,

-

AS THE THREATS TO AMERICAN SECURITY CHANGE, SO TOO MUST OUR
DEFENSE STRATEGY. IN 1986, DEFENSE EXPENDITURES CONSUMED 6.3
PERCENT OF OUR GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT. AS YOU KNOW, I JUST
SUBMITTED MY 1991 BUDGET TO CONGRESS, WHICH HOLDS DOWN DEFENSE
SPENDING FOR THE FIFTH YEAR IN A ROW -- DOWN TO JUST ABOVE 5
PERCENT OF GNP,

I AM SUBMITTING THIS BUDGET AT A TIME WHEN THE POSTWAR WORLD
WE HAVE KNOWN -- THE WORLD THAT BEGAN IN 1945 -- IS CHANGING
BEFORE OUR VERY EYES., SO TO UNDERSTAND WHERE WE ARE GOING, LET
ME FIRST REVIEW WHERE WE HAVE BEEN AND WHERE WE ARE TODAY,



FREE WORLDS
THEAFIRST €

RATION OF POSTWAR LEADERS HAD THE
CAUT AMPLE OF THEIR PREDECESSORS. THEY
REMEMBERED THAT THE GREAT‘WAR -- THE WAR TO END ALL
WARS -- WAS FOLLOWED BY CHAOS AND CONFLICT. THEY
REMEMBERED THAT VISIONARY STATESMEN, AFTER THE FIRST
WORLD WAR, HAD TRIED TO LIMIT LARGE NAVIES -- EVEN
OUTLAWED WAR ITSELF. BUT SOON THESE GREAT HOPES FADED
IN THE FACE OF UNCHECKED AGGRESSION. 'AND NO PACT COULD

PREVENT WORLD WAR TWO.

S0 BYA1945 OUR: LEADERS HAD ACQUIRED A REALISM BORN
OF BLOODY EXPERIENCE,\\ A PRAGMATISM BORN OF A SOBER
APPRAISAL OF THE WORLD AS IT WAS. AND FROM HARRY
TRUMAN TO RONALD REAGAN, OUR STRENGTH BECAME THE
WORLD’'S SHIELD; OUR IDEALS OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY,
THE WORLD'S HOPE. WE PAID DEARLY FOR THE DEFENSE OF
LIBERTY -- WITH OUR NATIONAL WEALTH, AND WITH MANY OF
OUR YdUNGEST AND BRAVEST.
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AND SO, OVER THE PAST 40 YEARS, OUR LEADERS
CONTINUED TO PROVIDE FOR WAR EVEN AS THEY SOUGHT PEACE.
IT WAS DURING THE TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION, IN THIS VERY
CITY, THAT MEN AND WOMEN'OfAGREAT VISION AND HIGH |
IDEALS CAME FROM AROUND THE WORLD TO CREATE AN ASSEMBLY
OF NATIONS. AND SO IT WAS IN SAN FRANCISCO, 45 YEARS
- AGO, THAT THE UNITED NATIONS WAS BORN.

THEN, AS NOW, THE UNITED STATES STROVE TO BALANCE
ITS ROLE AS PEACE-KEEPER WITH THAT OF PEACE-MAKER. WE
HELPED CREATE THE UNITED NATIONS AND NATO; WE
ENCOURAGED SOVIET CHANGE EVEN AS WE THWARTED SOVIET
EXPANSION. |
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THOSE WHO CRAFTED THIS NEW POLICY CALLED IT
CONTAINMENT, AND PREDICTED THAT IF WE BLOCKED THE EASY
PATH OF EXPANSION, THE SOVIET UNION WOULD ONE DAY HAVE
TO CONFRONT THE CONTRADICTIONS OF ITS INHUMANE,.
ILLOGICAL SYSTEM. THE PURPOSE OF CONTAINMENT WAS NOT
~ TO DEFEAT OR HUMILIATE THE SOVIETS. THE PURPOSE WAS TO
'PRESERVE AND EXTEND LIBERTY. THE HOPE WAS SOMEDAY T0
SEE, AS GEORGE KENNAN PUT IT IN 1947, "THE GRADUAL
MELLOWING OF SOVIET POWER." IT TOOK NEARLY HALF A
CENTURY TO VINDICATE THIS STRATEGY, BUT WE CAN NOW SEE
THE RESULTS: TODAY, THE COLD WAR IS IN RETREAT.\\\

THAT IS GOOD NEWS, FOR NO SANE MAN OR WOMAN IS
NOSTALGIC FOR THE COLD WAR. WE ARE INSPIRED BY THIS
REVOLUTION OF '89 -- HEARTENED, FOR EXAMPLE, TO SEE A
MAN OF LETTERS AND CONSCIENCE IN PRAGUE MOVE FROM _
PRISON 10 THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. wE ARE HEARTENED TO
SEE THE BERLIN WALL FALL, SETTING OFF A SHOCKWAVE THAT
UPENDED A TYRANT IN ROMANIA.
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- AND WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR SOMETHING MORE. NOW,
BECAUSE OF OUR STRENGTH AND THAT OF OUR ALLIES; NOW,

THANKS TO THE MARCH OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY IN EASTERN

EUROPE -~ AND EVEN IN THE SOVIET UNION ITSELF.-; NOW
THE PROSPECTS FOR AN ENDURING PEACE ARE GREATER THAN
EVER BEFORE. WE CAN NOW ENVISION A NEW DESTINY FOR THE
NATIONS OF THE CONTINENT -- THAT OF A EUROPE TRULY
WHOLE AND FREE.\\\

HE ARE TAKING THE FIRST STEPS ACROSS A BRIDGE
BEGUN BY OTHERS LONG AGO. IT IS A BRIDGE THAT CAN LEAD
US FROM SEEMINGLY ENDLESS CONFLICT TO THE PROMISE OF A
LASTING PEACE. BUT NO MATTER HOW GREAT THE PROMISE, WE
MUST BE CERTAIN THE BRIDGE IS SECURE.

AS PRESIDENT, I RECEIVE AN INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING
EVERY'MORNING; AND I RECEIVE THE BEST INFORMATION
AVAILABLE TO ANY WORLD LEADER TODAY. YET THE MORNING
NEWS IS OFTEN OVERTAKEN BY THE NEWS THAT VERY EVENING.
THE WORLD IS SIMPLY MOVING TOO FAST TO FORECAST WITH
ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT. OUR
CHALLENGE IS TO MANAGE THIS PERIOD OF TRANSITION FROM
THE WORLD OF TODAY TO THE WORLD OF TOMORROW ~-- AND

SAFEGUARD THE SECURITY OF AMERICA IN THE_PROCESS.
Wk & Come to T zuuuuﬁxﬁ Hws Cowwﬁj) o
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- OUR PURSUIT OF THIS PROMISING FUTGRE MUST START
WITH AN UNDERSTANDING OF TODAY'S REALITIES.
| oW
TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, 4#F MOST RECENT PROPOSAL, WARMLY
RECEIVED BY OUR ALLIES AND PRESIDENT GORBACHEV. I
PROPOSED REDUCING THE TROOP LEVELS ON BOTH SIDES IN .

CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE TO 195,000 TROOPS. THAT% -(alamce
THE LESS THREATENING FUTURE WE ENVISION, AND IT HoLDS

GREAT PROMISE.

BUT RIGHT NOW THE SOVIETS STILL HAVE MORE THAN .:
560,000 MEN UNDER ARMS IN CENTRAL EUROPE.

ON THE ISSUE OF STRATEGIC WEAPONS WE HAVE MADE

PROGRESS IN THE START NEGOTIATIONS. /WE NOW HOPE TO L////

<::§[ASH DRAMATICALLY THE NUMBER OF STRATEGIC WEAPONS

EAPONS ON
BOTH SIDES. IT IS THESE IMPORTANT REDUCTIONS THAT

SECRETARY BAKER IS SEEKING THIS VERY DAY IN MOSCOW.

THAT'S THE FUTURE WE ENVISION, AND IT TOO HOLDS GREAT
PROMISE. o
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BUT LET US NOT FORGET THAT RIGHT NOW THE SOVIETS
STILL HAVE MORE THAN 10,000 STRATEGIC WEAPONS. THEY
ARE MODERNIZING THEM; THEY HAVE DEPLOYED TWO NEW MOBILE

ICBMS AND THEIR SPENDING ON STRATEGIC DEFENSE .

IS COMPARABLE TO THEIR SPENDING ON STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE
FORCES.

-

e N7
‘:;8 PRESIDENT =R THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEE) A

BOUND BY THE CONSTITUTION TO DEFEND AND PROTECT THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. SOME WOULD HAVE ME PREDICATE
THE DEFENSE OF OUR PEOPLE ON PROMISING, BUT AS YET "
UNFULFILLED, HOPES FQR THE FUTURE.. I WILL NOT. I AM
DETERMINEb TO SEEK PRE® THE SOVIETS THE COLLATERAL TO
IMPLEMENT A NEW PEACE. 1IN INTERNATIONAL TERMS,
COLLATERAL MEANS: SOLDIERS DISCHARGED, TANKS
DISMANTLED, NUCLEAR MISSILES DEMOLISHED, AND CHEMICAL
WEAPONS BANNED FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH.\\\
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SOME SEE OUR MEASURED APPROACH AS ENDANGERING THE
PROCESS OF CHANGE. . I SEE OUR APPROACH AS ESSENTIAL TO
CHANGE, ESSENTIAL TO THE SECURITY OF THIS NATION AND AS
THE ONLY WAY TO A LASTING PEACE. WE HAVE SHOWN, THAT
AMERICAN RESOLVE CAN HELP FURTHER SOVIET REFORM. WE
HAVE SHOWN THAT AMERICAN STRENGTH IS THE CATALYST FOR -

ARMS CONTROL. WE HAVE SHOWN THAT THE IDEA CALLED

AMERICA CAN INSPIRE CHANGE. NOW WE MUST NOT LET

IMPATIENCE, BORN OF EUPHORIA, JEOPARDIZE ALL WE H&¥

Ac-HIEVEﬁ, 50— FAR;—ANB—ALLHECANACHIEVE IN THE FUTURE———

NO MATTER HOW URGENTLY WE WANT/TO CROSS TH
'BRIDGE BETWEEN NATIONS, TO CROSS 70 A NEW AND MORE
PROMISING WORLD, WE SHOULD NOT, /IN OUR HASTE, ABANDON
THE PATH THAT BROUGHT US TO THIS MOMENT.
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FIRST, AS AMERICANS HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED, OUR

FOREMOST GOAL IS TO PREVENT ANOTHER WORLD WAR. TO DO
: v tnn .
SO, WE WILL STILL NEED TO FHE
4 OF_PORER. EUROP.EAN SECURITY, STABILITY AND- FREEDOM --
SO TIED TO OUR OWN -- REQUIRES AN AMERICAN PRESENCE. <

% WE MUST REMAIN Q%Eggrﬁs LONG AS WE ARE NEEDED AND
WANTED. THE PROSPECT OF GLOBAL PEACE, THEREFORE,

DEPENDS ON AN AMERICAN FORWARD PRESENCE, --7{WXTH-GERBAL-

ad

SECOND, WE WILL, OF COURSE, CONTINUE TO REDUCE THE

LIKELIHOOD OF A NUCLEAR WAR.

VIGOROUSLY PURSUE OUR START TALKS WITH THE SOVIET
UNION.\\\ BUT ARMS CONTROL AND STRATEGIC MODERNIZATION
ARE NOT COMPETING STRATEGIES. RATHER, THEY CAN WORK
TOGETHER TO MAKE THE WORLD A SAFER PLACE. | l

AND THAT IS WHY I WILL

N 24w @memhwm--&fm
Ao o avord GWNUM;ﬁ Mok oo o wnonvelved  (Solodadn.,
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JUST THIS MORNING, I VISITED LAWRENCE LIVERMORE

LABS AND MET THOSE VISIONARY MEN AND WOMEN WHO STRIVE
TO MAKE A NUCLEAR STRIKE ON OUR COUNTRY -- WHETHER FROM
A NUCLEAR SUPERPOWER, OR RENEGADE NATION, OR TERRORIST
GROUP -- EVEN MORE UNLIKELY THAT IT IS TODAY. IF THE
TECHNOLOGY I HAVE SEEN TODAY. PROVES FEASIBLE -- AND IT
LOOKS VERY PROMISING -- NO AGGRESSOR COULD BE CONFIDENT
OF THE SUCCESS OF A BALLISTIC MISSILE ATTACK. THAT'S
WHAT DETERRENCE IS ALL ABOUT.‘]ﬁﬁEN SOME COMPLAIN OF
THE COST OF DEVELOPING SUCH TEGHNOLOGIES, THEY SHOULD
FIRST CONSIDER THE COST OF NOT|DOING ALL WE CAN TO ._
DETER CONFLICT AND PROTECT THE{CITIES AND CITIZENS OF
AMERICA. THAT IS WHY I WILL SEEK TO PERSUADE THE

SOVIETS, THROUGH OUR DEFENSE AFD SPACE TALKS, THAT, IN
| FACT, GREATER RELIANCE ON STRAJEGIC DEFENSES WILL
CONTRIBUTE TO A SAFER WORLD.

LET ME NOW TELL YOU SOMET
BEHIND OUR 1991 DEFENSE BUDGET

ING ABOUT THE STRATEGY

——
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FIRST, NEW THREATS ARE EMERGING BEYOND THE
TRADITIONAL EAST-WEST ANTAGONISM OF .THE PAST 45 YEARS.
THESE CONTINGENCIES MUST LOOM LARGER IN OUR DEFENSE
PLANNING. REMEMBER THE THREATS OF LIBYAN AND IRANIAN
TERRORISM# REMEMBER OUR LIBERATION OF GRENADA AND

~ PANAMA® AND REMEMBER THE DEDICATION OF OUR AMER
ERVICEMEN ON DUTY IN THE PERSIAN GULF TNOerAB§qAGOL)

SAFEGUARDING THE FLOW OF OIL.TO-THE‘TNDHS;lig
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REMEMBER, TO00, THAT THERE ARE MORE THAN 15
COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD THAT WILL HAVE DEVELOPED
BALLISTIC MISSILES BY THE END OF THE DECADE -- MANY
WITH CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL CAPABILITIES. NUCLEAR
WEAPONS CAPABILITIES ARE PROLIFERATING AS WELL. AND
INEVITABLY HIGH-TECH WEAPONS WILL FALL INTO THE HANDS

OF THOSE WHOSE HATRED OF AMERICA, AND PT
: covtiwu 4o
CIVILIZED NORMS, IS WELL KNOWN. WE WORK T0

PREVENT THIS DANGEROUS PROLIFERATION. BUT ONE THING IS

CERTAIN: WE MUST BE READY FOR ITS CONSEQUENCES. AND WE
WILL BE READY.\\
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THEN THERE ARE THE NARCO-GANGSTE?S -- ALREADY A
THREAT TO OUR NATIONAL HEALTH AND SPIRIT. NOW THEY ARE
TAKING ON THE PRETENSIONS OF A GEOPOLITICAL FORCE. AND
THEY MUST BE DEALT WITH AS SUCH -- BY OUR MILITARY --
IN THE AIR, ON THE LAND, AND ON THE SEAS.\\\

CLEARLY, IN THE FUTURE, WE WILL NEED TO BE ABLE TO
STOP AGGRESSION, REPEL A MISSILE, PROTECT A SEALANE OR
<::gigf~212::fx;gféz:)WE WILL NEED FORCES ADAPTABLE TO
CONDI YWHERE IN THE WORLD. WE WILL NEED
AGILITY, READINESS, SUSTAINABILITY. WE WILL NEED SéEED
AND STEALTH. AND WE WILL NEED LEADERSHIP.

IN SHORT, WE MUST CONTINUE TO DETER BOTH A GLOBAL
WAR AND LIMITED CONFLICTS IN NEW CONDITIONS. AND FOR
THIS REASON, WE DOUBLY NEED TO CONTINUE THE
MODERNIZATION OF OUR FORCES. I PRAY, IT WILL NOT BE MY
SAD DUTY TO COMMIT
CoM

FIGHTING MEN AGAIN TO
BUT IF I DO, ON MY WATCH, THE LIVES OF
AMERICAN FIGHTING MEN WON'T BE SHORT-CHANGED.\\
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AS I MENTIONED, JUST YESTERDAY, I VISITED THE
NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER AT FORT IRWIN, NEAR BARSTOW,
WHERE OUR FIGHTING FORCES PREPARE FOR ACTION. IT WAS
AT THIS VERY BASE THAT WE TRAINED MANY OF OUR TROOPS
WHO FOUGHT WITH SUCH DISTINCTION IN PANAMA. .AND THEY
WERE COURAGEOUS. BUT BEING PREPARED IS ALSO THE BEST
WAY TO ENSURE THAT WARS ARE PREVENTED. AND AFTER
SEEING OUR MEN AND WOMEN AGAIN, TALKING WITH THEM --
THEY'RE INDEED UP TO THE CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE.\\

((YOU KNOW, I READ THAT KHRUSHCHEV ONCE SPOKE Tb:
THE COMMONWEALTH CLUB FOR THREE HOURS.\\\ PERHAPS HE .
BEGAN HIS SPEECH WITH THESE WORDS: "LET ME MAKE JUST A
FEW BRIEF OBSERVATIONS . . .))\\\

SO I'LL GET TO MY FINAL CONCERN -- HOW ALL THIS
CHANGE IN OUR DEFENSE BUDGET AFFECTS US AT HOME. MANY
SPEAK OF THE PEACE DIVIDEND. FEW DISCUSS THE SHORT-
TERM COST OF PEACE. THERE WILL BE COSTS AS WE CROSS
THE BRIDGE TO A BETTER FUTURE -- FOR DISLOCATED
INDUSTRIES AND WORKERS, FOR COMMUNITIES -- PAINFUL
PERSONAL ADJUSTMENTS TO BE MADE.
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BUT AMERICA HAS ALWAYS BEEN WILLING TO PAY THE
PRICE OF PEACE. I KNOW THAT SOME OF THE BASES THAT
HAVE BEEN PROPOSED FOR CUTBACKS ARE IN THIS AREA. BUT
LET ME STATE RIGHT HERE AND NOW: THERE HAVE BEEN NO
POLITICS IN THESE PROPOSALS. SOME TALK ABOUT BASES IN
DEMOCRATIC DISTRICTS HERE -- WELL, THEY ARE ALSO IN THE
SAME STATE AS A REPUBLICAN GOVERNOR. I ASK CONGRESS TO
JOIN ME IN A SPIRIT OF FAIRNESS. LONGSTANDING CRITICS
OF DEFENSE SPENDING SHOULD'NOT TURN AROUND AND BLOCK
THE CLOSING OF A BASE IN THEIR HOME DISTRICT. %PEANNOT
AND WILL NOT ACCEPT THAT. THE TAXPAYER DESERVES ._
BETTER, AND SO DO THOSE AFFECTED BY OUR DECISIONS. LET
ME ASSURE YOU: IF A BASE CLOSES, IT DOESN'T (LOSE
FEDERAL CONCERN AND COMMITMENT.\\
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CIVILIANS WHO ARE LAID OFF WILL RECEIVE TOP
PRIORITY FOR PLACEMENT IN OTHER DOD POSITIONS. THE
HOMEOWNERfS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WILL PROTECT MILITARY
AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL FROM FALLING REAL ESTATE. PRICES.
AND THE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT WILL WORK WITH
COMMUNITIES TO DEVELOP POWERFUL NEW ECONOMIC ASSETS,
NEW WAYS TO USE OLD BASES. THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF BEATING
SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES. WE ARE TRANSFORMING MILITARY
RUNWAYS INTO MUNICIPAL AIRPORTS; MILITARY BASES INTO
INDUSTRIAL PARKS AND COMMUNIfY COLLEGES; AND MISSILE
HANGARS INTO FACTORIES.

I KNOW THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL SUPPORT THESE
MEASURES FOR A CONTINUED STRONG DEFENSE. MY TRAVELS
AROUND THIS COUNTRY TELL ME THAT. BUT TO HAVE THE
MEANS TO NEGOTIATE REDUCTIONS AND ENSURE THE PEACE, I
WILL NEED THE SUPPORT, COOPERATION AND CONSULTATION OF
CONGRESS. |

WE CAN NOW ENVISION A TIME WHEN THE WORLD IS MORE
SECURE THAN EVER; WHEN ALL THE COMPETIT;VE INSTINCTS OF
MODERN MAN WILL BE DIVERTED TO COMMERCE\\ . . . EVEN TO
FOOTBALL.
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YOU KNOW, I STARTED BY JOKING ABOUT THE 49ERS
WINNING THE SUPER BOWL DURING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM. BUT
IT'S NOT HOW MANY PASSES JOE MONTANA COMPLETED. IT'S
THAT HE KNEW BETTER THAN TO REST ON HIS LAURELS AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE FOURTH QUARTER. SO SHOULD WE. I WILL
WORK WITH CONGRESS TO BUILD THAT BRIDGE TO A MORE
SECURE WORLD. -AND IF WE WORK TOéETHER,\THEN PEACE
ITSELF WILL BE THE GREATEST DIVIDEHD OF ALL.\\\

THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TO SAN FRANCISCO. GOD
BLESS YOU, AND GOD BLESS AMERICA.
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((A few minutes ago, I asked a 49er fan what he thought was
the turning point in the Super Bowl. He said "the National
Anthem. ")) \\\

- ((Of course, not all recent memories in the Bay Area have
been pleasant ones. I’'m sure you remember the last time I was
here, after this city suffered a tragedy and found renewal. I
remember a clutter of car wrecks, collapsed buildings, flattened
freeways\\ and a terrible black cloud rising from the-Mﬁrina
District. Some damage remains. But today I've seen something

else -- the people of the Bay Area have stood up, dusted

- themselves off and rebuilt. The devastation and danger are past.

Because you came together, San Francisco is as beautiful as
ever\\ -- San Francisco is back.))\\\

I have come back to California for another reason, to give

you -- no-nonsense, hardnosed businessmen and women that you are

-- a straightforward, but hopeful, message about our national
security. Yesterday, at Fort Irwin, I also thanked our men and

women in uniform -- not just because they keep America safe and



2
free. I came to thank them Because they help to make possible
the wonderful changes that are sweeping the world.

And as the threats to.Americén security change, so too must
our defense stratégy. In 1986, defense expenditures consumed 6.5
percent of our Gross National Product. As you know, I just
submitted my 1991 budget tb Congress, which cuts defense for the
fifth year in a row - to almost 5 percent of GNP.

I am submitting this budget at a time when the postwar world
we know -- the world that began in 1945 -- is changing before our
very eyes. So to understand where we are going, let me first
review where we have been and where we are today.

The first generation of postwar leaders had the cautionary
example of their predecessors. They remembered that visionary
statesmen, after the First World War, had outlawed large navies.
They remembered that their predecessors had even outlawed war
itself; But no pact prevented World War Two.

So by'1945 our leaders had acquired a patience,\\ a
pragmatism,\\ born of a sober appraisal of the world as it was.
And ffém Harry Truman, to John F. Kennedy, to Ronald Reagan, we
paid any price, we bore any burden, in the defense of liberty.
We paid with part of our national wealth. And many brave
Americans paid with their very lives.

Yet over the past 40 years, our leaders continued to seek
peace even as they provided for war. It was during the Truman
Administration, in this very city, that men and women of great

vision and high ideals came from around the world to create a
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parliament of nations. And so it was in Sah Francisco, 45 years
ago, that the United Nations was Bo;n.

Then, as now, the United States strove to balance its role
as peace-keeper_with that of peace-maker. We helped create the
United Nations and NATO; we encouraged Soviet reform even as we
rebuffed Soviet expansion.

Those wh§ crafted this new policy, and called it
containment,lpredicted that if we blocked the easy path of
expansion, then the Soviet Union would one day have to confront
its inhumane, illogical system. The purpoée of this
confrontation was not to defeat or to humiliate the Soviefs. The
purpose was to lead to a "mellowing of the Soviet Union." It
took a half a century to vindicate this strategy, and at long
last we can say it works: And that is why the Cold War today is
in retreat.\\\ |

That .is good news, for no sane man or woman is nostalgic for
the Cold'War. We are inspiied by the Revolution of '89.--
delighted to see a man of letters and conscience in Prague move
from prison to the presidential palace. We are heartened to see
the Berlin Wall fall, setting off a shockwave that upended a
tyrant in Romania.

And we are gratefﬁl for something more. The likelihood of a
war with the Soviets has always been small, because of our
strength and that of our Allies. Now, thanks to the courageous
reforms of a dynamic Soviet léader, the threat of war is smaller

than ever before.\\\ Like Harold MacMillian before him,
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President Gorbachev freely acknowledges that empire is a burden,
more problem than proﬁection. And so now "the winds of change"
are shaping a new destiny for the nations of the Continent --
that of a Europe whole and free.\\\

We are taking the first steps across a bridge begun by
others long ago. It is a bridge that can lead us from seemingly»
endless conflict to the p;omise of a lasting peace. But no
matter how great the promise, a bridge between nations must be
reinforced with realism.

As President, I receive a briefing every morning from the
Central Intelligence Agency. And I get from the CIA the best
intelligence available to any world leader today. Yet I often
find that the events reported to me by the CIA in the morning are
overcome by the news in the evening. The world is simply moving
too fast for any person or organization to forecast what will
hapéen next. With so much that is unpredictable, the prgmising
future we seek must be weiéhed against the realities of today.

My most recent proposal, warmly received by President
Gorbachev, was to reduce land forces on both sides in Central
Europe to 195,000 troops. That’s tﬁe prospect for change, and it
holds great promise.

But the reality? -- The Soviets still have almost 600,000
men under arms in Central Europe today.

Another example: Because of the new openness in Moscow, we

hope to slash the number of strategic weapons on both sides to
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6,000. That’s the prospect for change, and it too holds great
promise. |

But the reality? -- the Soviets still have ((number))
strategic weapons. And they are still developing, at a furious
pace, two new mobile stratégic weapons systems and a sérategic
defense initiative. |

I am your Commander-in-Chief. I am bound by the
Constitution to defend and protect the United States of America.
And I cannot, as some would have me do, predicate our defense on
promising, but as of yet unfulfilled, hopes for the future. Our
national defense strategy must not be a response to the professed
intentions of other nations, but to the weapons they hold in
their hﬁnds.\\ That’s the reality we face.

You certainly don’t do business on the basis of a promise.
The banks you do business with expect collateral. And I will
seek from the Soviets the collateral to implement a new peace.
In international terms, collateral means: soldiers
decommissioned, tanks dismantled, and nuclear missiles
demolished.\\\ -

~ Some see our measured approach as endangering the process of

change. I see our approach as.essential to chanée, as the only
way to a lasting peace. 'We have shown that American resolve
leads to Soviét reform. We have shown that American strength is
the catalyst for arms control. We are all excited by change in
the East, but we must not let impatience, born of euphoria, ruin

all we have achieved.
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No matter how urgently we want to cross that bridge between
ﬁations, to cross to a new and more promising world, we should
not, in our haste, abandon the path that brought us to this
moment.

First, as Americans have always done, our foremost goal is
to prevent another world war. To do so, we will still need what
the people in the Pentagon call a forward defense. Let me tell
you what a forward defense means. America spans a continent, but
in strategic terﬁs, we are an island nation. And an islapd
nation must defend itself before a threat can reach its shores.
And that is why we will continue toc have a forward presence ---
fighting fbrces\\ and American troops\\ with global reach.

Second, we will, of course, continue to reduce the
likelihood of a nuclear war. And that is why I will aggressively
pursue Strategic Arms Reduction Talks with the Soviet Union.\\\
But arms control and strategic modernization are not competing
strategies; Rather, they can work together to make the world a
safer place.

dust this morning, I visited Lawrence Livermore Labs and met
those visionary men and women who strive to make an all-out
nuclear strike on our country, or a limited strike from a madman,
even more unlikely than it is today. Of course, some complain of
the cost of developing éuch technologies. They should first
.consider the cost of not doing all we can to protect the cities

and citizens of America. That is why I will seek to persuade the
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Soviets, through our Defense and Space talks, to use SDI to help
us all make a transition to safer world.

Let mé now tell yéu the ways in which our 1991 defense
strategy is a dramatic departure from the military strategies of '
the past.

First, new threats are emerging outside the traditional
East-West antagonism of the past 45 years. Ever since the
Mayaguez incident, most conflicts involving U.S. forces -- like\
our actions in Libya or Panama -- have had nothing to do with
Soviet expansionism. Nowhere was this more apparent than in the
Persian Gulf two years ago, where only the U.S. Navy could secure
the flow of oil to the industrial democracies.

Even worse, there are 15 countries in the world that are
developing ballistic missile technology, many with chemical and
biological weapons. Despite our best efforts, nuclear ﬁeapons
are proliferating. And inevitably high-tech weapons will fall
into the-haﬁds of leaders whose hatred of America is well known.
We must be ready.\\ |

Tﬁen there are the narco-gangsters -- already a threat to
our national health and spirit. Now they are taking on the
dimensions of a geopolitical force. And they must be dealt with
as such -- by our military -- in the air and on the seas.\\\

' Clearly, in the future, we will need to be able to repel a
‘missile,.arrest a drug lord or protect a sealane. ﬁe will need

forces adaptable to conditions anywhere in the world. We need
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will agility, readiness, sustainability. We will need speed and
stealth.

In short, we must now detér both a global war and limited
conflicts with sophisticated new powers. And for this reason, we
doubly need to continue the modernization of our forces. It is
my duty, ‘and mine alone, to commit American iighting men to
combat. And while the security of this nation is on my watch,
the lives of American fighting men won’t be traded for dollars.\\

» Just yesterday, I visited at the National Training Center at
Fort Irwin, near Barstow, where our fighting forces are preparing
for combat. It was at this very base that we trained many of our
troops who fought with such distinction in Panama. As other
threats emerge on the horizon, we must be ready to fight under
any conditions anywhere in the world.\\

((You know, I read that Khrushchev once spoke to the
Commonwealth Club from lunch until 11 p.m.\\\ Perhaps he began
his speeéh with these words: "Lét me make just a few briéf
observations . . .))\\\ |

So I’ll get to my final concern -- how all this change in
our defense budget affects us at home. Many speak of the peace
dividend. Few discuss the short-term cost of peace. There will
be coéts as we cross the bridge to a better future -- for
dislocated industries and workers, for disappointed men and wdmen
in the Armed Services who will return to civilian life, for whole

communities.
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But America has always been willing to pay the price of
peace. I know that some of the baées that have been proposed for
closure are in this area. So I have come to San Francisco today
to assure you that if a base closes, it doesn’t close federal
concern and commitment.\)\

Civilians who are laid off will receive top priority for
placement in other DOD positions. The Homeowner'’s Assistance
Program will proteét military and civilian personnel from falling
real estafe prices. And the Office of Economic Adjustment will
work with cémmunities to develop powerful new economic assets,
new ways to use old bases. The Bible speaks-of beating swords
into pléwshares. We are transforming militéry runways into
municipal airports; military bases into industrial parks and

community colleges; and missile hangers into factories.
((NSC Insert))

I have no doubt the American people will support these
measures for a continued strong defense. My travels around
America tell me that. But to have the means to negotiate
reductions and ensure the peace, I will need the support,
cooperation and consultation of Congress.

‘We can now envision a time when military competition is
past; when all the competitive instincts of moderﬁ man will be
diverted to commerce; when the warriors of the future will be

businessmen and women like you, briefcase in hand.
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You know, I started by joking about the 49ers winning the
Super Bowl during the National Anthem. But I don’t care how many
passes Joe Montana completed. He knew better than to rest on his
laurels at the beginning of the fourth quarter. So should we.
If Congress will work with me, then peace itself will be the
greatest dividend of ail.\\\

Before us is a bri@ge to a new and better world. The way is
clear. It’s time to cross. Thank you for inviting me to San

Francisco. God bless you, and God bless America.
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((A few minﬁtes ago, I asked a 49er fan what he thought was
the turning point in the Super Bowl. He said "the National
Anthem."))\\\ |

((0f course, not all recent memories in the Bay Area have
been pleasant ones. I'm sure you remember the last time I was
here, after this city suffered a tragedy and found renewal. I
remember a clutter of car wrecks, collapsed buildings, flattened
freeways\\ and a terrible black cloud rising from the Marina
District. Some damage remains. Buﬁ today I’'ve seen something
else -- the people of the Bay Area have stood up, dusted
themselves off énd rebuilt. The devastation and danger are past.
Because you came together, San Francisco is as beautiful as
ever\\ -- San Francisco is back.))\\\

I have come back to Califorﬁia for another reason, to give
you -- no-nonsense, hardnosed businessmen and women that you are
-- a straightforward, but ﬁopeful, message about our national
security. Yesterday, at Fort Irwin, I also thanked our men and

women in uniform -- not just because they keep America safe and
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free. I came to thank them because they help to make péssible
the wonderful changes that are sweeping the world.

And as the tﬁreats to American security change, so too must
our defense strategy. In 1986, defense expenditures consumed 6.5
percent of our Gross National Product. As you know, I just
submitted my 1991 budget to Congress, which cuts defense for the
fifth year in a row -- to almost 5 percent of GNP.

I am submitting this budget at a time when the postwar world
we know -- the world that began in 1945 —- is changing before our
very eyes. So to understand where we are going, let me first
review where we have been and where we are today.

The'first generation of postwar leaders had the cautionary
example of their predecessors. They remembered that visionary
statesmen, after the First World War,-had outlawed large navies.
They remembered that their predecessors had even outlawed war
itself. But no pact prevented World War Two.

So by.1945 our leaders had acquired a patience,\\ a
pragmatism,\\ born of a sober appraisal of the world as it was.
And frém Harry Truman, to John F. Kennedy, to Ronald Reagan, we
paid any price, we bore any burden, in the defense of liberty.

We paid with part of our national wealth. And many brave
- Americans paid with their very lives.

Yet over the past 40 years, our leaders éontinued to seek
peace even as they provided fpr war. It was during the Truman
Administration, in this very city, that men and women-of great

vision and high ideals came from around the world to create a
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parliamént of nations. And so it was in San Francisco, 45 years
ago, that the United Nations was born.

Then, as now, the United States strove to balance its role
as peace-keeper with that of peace-maker. We helped create the
United Nations and NATO} we encouraged Soviet reform even as we
rebuffed Soviet expénsion. ‘

Those who crafted thié new policy, and called it
containment, predicted that if we blocked the easy path of
expansion, then the Soviet Union would one day have to confront
its inhumane, illogical system. The purpose of this
confrontation was not to defeat or to humiliate the Soviets. The
purpose was to léad to a "mellowing of the Soviet Union." It
took a half a century to vindicate this strategy,.and at long
last we can say it works: And that is why the Cold War today is
in retreat.\\\

That .is good news, for no sane man or woman is nostalgic for
the Coldlwar. We are inspired by the Revolution of ‘89 --
delighted to see a man of letters and conscience in Prague move
from prison to the presidential palace. We are heartened to see
the Berlin Wall fall, setting off a shockwave that upended a
tyrant in Romania.

And we are grateful for something more. The likelihood of a
war with the Soviets has always been small, because of our
strength and that of our Allies. Now, thanks to the courageous
reforms of a dynamic Soviet leader, the threat of war is smaller

than ever before.\\\ Like Harold MacMillian before him,
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President Gorbachev freely acknowledges that empire is a burden,
more problem than protection. And so now "the winds\of chaﬁge"
are shaping a new destiny for the nations of the Contiﬁent -
that of a Europe whole and free.\\\

We are taking the first steps across a bridge begun by
others long ago. It is a bridge that can lead us from seemingly
endless conflict to the promise of a lasting peace. But no
matter how great the promise, a bridge between nations must be
reinforced with realism.

As President, I receive a briefing every morning from the
Central Intelligence Agency. And I get from the CIA the best
intelligeﬁce available to any world leader today. Yet.I often
find that the events reported to me by the CIA in the morning are
6vercome by the neﬁs in the evening. The world is simply moving
too fast for any person or organization to forecast what will
happen next. With so much that is unpredictable, the promising
future we seek must be weiéhed against the realities of today.

My most récent proposal, warmly received by President
Gorbaéhev, was to reduce land forces on both sides in Central
Europe to 195,000 troops. That’s the.prqspect for change; and it
holds great promise. _ ‘

But the reality? -- The Soviets still have almost 600,000
men under arms in Central Europe today.

Another example: Because of the new opénness in Moscow, we

hope to slash the numbér of strategic weapons on both sides to
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6,000. That’s the prospéct for change, ahd it too holds'great
promise. | -

But the reality? -- the Soviets still have ((number))
strategic weapons. And they are still developing, at a furious
pace, two new mobile strategic weapons systems and a sérategic
defense initiative.

I am your Commander-in-Chief. I am bound by the
Constitution to defend and protect the United States of America.
And I cannot, as some would have me do, predicate our defense on
promising, but as of yet unfulfilled, hopes for fhe future. Our‘-
national defense strategy must not be a response to the professed
intentions of other nations, but to the weapons they hold in
their hands.\\ That's the reality we face.

You certainly don’t do business on the basis of a promise.
The banks you do business with expect collateral. And I will
seek from the Soviets the collateral to implement a new peace.

In international terms, collateral means: soldiers

decommissioned, tanks dismantled, and nuclear missiles

'demolished.\\\

Some see our measured approach as endangering the process of :
change. I see our approach as essential to change, as the only
way to a lasting peace. We have shown that American resolve
leads to Soviet reform. We have shown that American strength is
the catalyst for arms control. We are all excited by change in
the East, but we must not let impatience, born of euphoria, ruin

all we have achieved.
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No matter how urgently we ﬁant to cross that bridge between
nations, to cross to a new and more promising world, we should
not, in our haste, abandon the path that brought us to this
moment . |
First, as Americans have always done, our foremost goal is

to prevent another world war. To do so, we will still need what

the people in the Pentagon call a forward defense. Let me tell

you what a forward defense means. BAmerica spans a continent, but _
in strategic terms, we are an island nation. And an island
nation must defénd itself before a threat can reach its shores.
And that is why we will continue to have a forward presence --
fighting forces\\ and American troops\\ with global reach.

Second, we will, of course, continue to reduce the
likelihood of a nuclear war. And that is why I will aggressively
pursue Strategic Arms Reduction Talks with the sbviet Union.\\\
But arﬁs control and strategic podernization are hot competing
strategies. Rather, they can work together to make the wo;ld a
safer place.

Just this morning, I visited Lawrence Livermore iébs and met
those visionary men and women who strive to make an all-out
nuclear strike on our country, or a limited strike from a madman,
even more unlikely than it is today. Of course; some complain of

the cost of developing such technologies. They should first

consider the cost of not doing all we can to protect the cities

and citizens of America. That'is why I will seek to persuade the
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Soviets, through our Defense and Space talks, to use SDI to help
us all make a transition to safer world. |

Let me now tell you the ways in which our 1991 defense -
strategy is a dramatic departure from the military strategies of
the past.

First, new threats are emerging outside the traditional
East-West antagonism of the past 45 years. Ever since the
Mayaguez ihcident, most conflicts involving U.S. forces -- like
ouf actions in Libya or Panama -- have had nothing to do with
Soviet expansionism. Nowhere was this more apparent than in the
Persian Gulf two years ago, where only the U.S. Navy could secure
the flow of o0il to the industrial democracies.

Even worse, there are 15 count;ies in the world that are
developing ballistic missile technology, many with chemical and
biolpgical weapons. Despite our best efforts, nuclear weapons
are proliferating. And inevitably high-tech weapons will fall
into the haﬁds of leaders whose hatred of America is well known.
We must be ready.\\ |

Then there are the narco-gangsters -- already a threat to
our natioﬁal health and spirit. Now they are taking on the
dimensions of a geopolitical force. And they must be dealt with
as such -- by our military -~ in the air and on the seas.\\\

Clearly, in the future, we will need to be able to repel a
missile, arrest a drug lord or protect a sealane. We will need

. forces adaptable to conditions anywhere in the world. We need
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will agility, readiness, sustainability. We will need speed and
stealth. |

In short, we must now deter both a global war and limited
conflicts with sophistic#ted new powers. And for this reason, we
doubly need té continue the modernization of our forces. It*is‘
my duty, and mine aloné, to commit American fighting men to
combat. And while the security of this natioﬁ is on my watch,
the lives of American fighting men won’t be traded for dollars.\\

Just yesterday, I visited at the National Training Center at
Fort Irwin, near Barstow, where our fighting forces are preparing
for combat. It was at this very base that we trained many of our
troops who fought with sucﬁ disﬁinction in Panama. As other
threats emerge on the horizon, we must be ready to.fight under
iany cohditions anywhere in the world.\\

((You know, I read that Khrushchev onc? spoke to the
Commonwealth Club from lunch until 11 p.m.\\\ Perhaps he began
his speeﬁh with these words: "Let me make just a few brief
observations . . .))\\\ -

So 1’1l get to my final concern -- how all this change‘in
our defense budgét affects us at home. Many'speak of the peace
dividend. Few discuss the short-term coét of peace. There will
be costs as we cross the bridge to a better future -- for
dislocated industries and workers, for disappointed men and women
in the Armed Services who will return to civilian life, for whole

communities.
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But America has always been willing to pay the price of
peace. I know that some of the bases that have been proposed for
closure are in this area. So I have come to San Francisco today
to assure you that if a base closes, it doesn‘’t close federal
concern and commitment.\\

Civilians who are laid off will receive top priority for
placement in other DOD positions. The Homeowner'’s Assistance
Program will protecf military and civilian personnel from fallinj
real estate prices. And the Office of Economic Adjustment will
work with communities to develop powerful new economic assets,
new ways to use old bases. The Bible speaks of beating swords
into plowshares. We are transforming military runways into
municipal airports; military bases into indﬁstrial parks and

community colleges; and missile hangers into factories.
((NSC Insert))

I have no doubt the American people will support these
measures for a continued strong defense. My travels around
America tell me that. But to have the means to negotiate
reductions and ensure the peace, I will need the support,
cooperation and consultation of Congress.

We can now envision a time when military competition is
past; when all the competitive instincts of modern man will be
diverted to commerce; when the warriors of the future will be

businessmen and women like you, briefcase in hand.
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You know, I started by joking about the 49ers winning the
Super Bowl during the National Anthem. But I don’t care how many
passes Joe Montana completed. He knew better than to rest on his
laurels at the beginning of the fourth quarter. So should we.
If Congress will work with me, then peace itself will be the
greatest dividend of all.\\\

Before us is a bridge to a new and better world. The way is
clear. 1It’s time to cross. Thank you for inviting me to San

Francisco. God bless you, and God bless America.
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But America has always been willing to pay the price of
peace. I know that some of the bases that have been proposed for
closure are in this area. So I have come to San Francisco today
to assure you that if a base closes, it doesn’t close federal
concern and commitment.\\

Civilians who are laid off will receive top priority for
placement in other DOD positions. The Homeowner’s Assistance
Program will protect military and civilian personnel from falling
real estate prices. And the Office of Economic Adjustment will
work with communities to develop powerful new economic assets,
new ways to use old bases. The Bible speaks of beating swords
into plowshares. We are transforming military runways into
municipal airports; military bases into industrial parks and
community colleges; and missile hangers into factories.

((That still leaves a lot of decommissioned soldiers,
sailors, airmen and Marines. So I am here today to propose a way
they can make a contribution to our national security after they
have left the service. They have, after all, what many Americans
lack -- a strong background in math and the sciences. So let us
challenge these men and women to educate yet another generation
of American children.\\

((I propose an exemption of 50 percent of military retired
pay from federal taxes for those who enter full time into the
teaching of elementary and secondary school youth\\ . . . and a
100 percent exemption for those who teach in the classrooms of

the inner city.\\\ Some will be alternatively certified. For
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those men and women still in the military, I propose that they be
allowed to acquire the necessary teaching credentials at reduced
cost prior to retirement.

((This is as much an investment in our national security as
any other defense program. I began my Presidency by saying that
the purpose of power is to help people. Let us allow these men
and women of our Armed Forces to keep the American people
competitive in the 21st century.))

I have no doubt the American people will support these
measures for a continued strong defense. My travels around
America tell me that. But to have the means to negotiate
reductions and ensure the peace, I will need the support,
cooperation and consultation of Congress.

We can now envision a time when military competition is
past; when all the competitive instincts of modern man will be
diverted to commerce; when the warriors of the future will be
businessmen and women like you, briefcase in hand.

You know, I started by joking about the 49ers winning the
Super Bowl during the National Anthem. But I don’t care how many
passes Joe Montana completed. He knew better than to rest on his
laurels at the beginning of the fourth quarter. So should we.

If Congress will work with me, then peace itself will be the
greatest dividend of all.\\\

Before us is a bridge to a new and better world. The way is
clear. 1It’s time to cross. Thank you for inviting me to San

Francisco. God bless you, and God bless America.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: COMMONWEALTH CLUB, SAN FRANCISCO
Noon, Wednesday, February 7th, 1990

( (Acknowledgements to come.))

((A few minutes ago, I asked a 49er fan what he thought was
the turning point in the Super Bowl. He said "the National
Anthem. "))\\\

((Of course, not all recent memories in the Bay Area have
been pleasant ones. I’'m sure you remember the last time I was
here, after this city suffered a tragedy-and—found—renewal. I

SoOwM— O
remember a clutter of car wrecks”“collapsed buildings, flattened
freewayg#\\ and a terrible black cloud rising from the Marina
District. Some damage remains. But today I’'ve seen something

~—renew e
else ,-- the people of the Bay Area have stood up, dusted

A
themselves off and rebuilt. The devastation and danger are past.
Because you came together, San Francisco is as beautiful as
ever\\ -- San Francisco is back.))\\\
I have come back to California for another reason, to give
you -- no-nonsense, hardnosed businessmen and women that you are
-- a straightforward(,cﬁ hopefultmessage about our national

security. Yesterday, at Fort Irwin, I also thanked our men and

women in uniform -- not just because they keep America safe and

I
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free. I came to thank them because they help to make possible
the wonderful changes that are sweeping the world.

And as the threats to American security change, so too must

3

our defense strategy. 1In 1986, defense expenditures consumed 6.5 :
177

percent of our Gross National Product. As you know, I just f

s

A\

. Ay \ov

submitted my 1991 budget to Congress, which cuts defense for the{ ™
Apwn J'.'s-f‘a,bollt

fifth year in a row --Ato almest 5 percent of GNP.

I am submitting this budget at a time when the postwar world

howve
wgnknown-- the world that began in 1945 -- is changing before our

very eyes. So to understand where we are going, let me first
review where we have been and where we are today.
The first generation of postwar leaders had the c?utiona
= They W‘rg‘dj‘% Oveat War — the oJar 4o a//mfxgmx o ffonied

. £ ok ‘?'1""-“2“”’
example of their p:edecessors.A They remembered that visionary te?

Tried_+o hm'it
statesmen, after the First World War, had eutlawed large navies .- —

They~remeﬁbered—%hat—tha{z:g;;deceesere~had even outlawed war
But soen theer greed hoyes inthe foce of uncheckeol amlession -

itself., %ﬁi no pactmgigventod World War Two. ) .
- . reabgm Dornof Wlvody expenee
So by 1945 our leaders had acquired a patience,\\ a

pragmatismeKX born of a sober appraisal of the world as it was.
ovr strength

And from Harry Truman teo=Jdohm—F~—Kemnady, to Ronald Reagan, we
becawe iy wold's ak{cka(Kau.r Aeals 9F45r3:,utm and ,‘—tb-( 'c hege

A bor e defense of libesty —— Wi ofevr
We paidAwit part—e£f our nationa wealth, And manyAbravesf'aM/L
Houngeit

N—— el it Shad 13

*b¥ééoover the past 40 years, our leaders continued to coekfﬁvdwﬂtf;f

eace .
peace even as they seud . It was during the Truman

Administration, in this very city, that men and women of great

vision and high ideals came from around the world to create an
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aﬁsemwhk1 -
pariiament of nations. And so it was in San Francisco, 45 years
ago, that the United Nations was born.

Then, as now, the United States strove to balance its role
as peace-keeper with that of peace-maker. We helped create the

chan
United Nations and NATO; we encouraged Soviet :gfniﬂ?even as we
Aworte L

rebuffed Soviet expansion.

Those who crafted this new policys-and called it
containmengﬂ predicted that if we blocked the easy path of

-

expansion, them the Soviet Union would one day have to confront w%““#‘

its inhumane, illogical system. The purpose of this The e WS
cortainment” bl
confromwrartiton

was not to defeat or to hum;;iate the Soviets. n
= oS +o see, ~s George Kennan pud ik ga 1997, "Hhe
(hﬂPﬂ- purpose was to lead to a "mellowing of the Soviet gyggg.“ It

Y

nenﬁg )
took & half a century to vindicate this strategy, 3E§-&t=i‘ag-
s Ve the results
raet we canAsaylég-weeks: the Cold War [today]is
in retreat.\\\

That is good news, for no sane man or woman is nostalgic for
the Cold War. We are inspired by the Revolution of 89 --
ten —for auwgrll .
o i Ato see a man of letters and conscience in Prague move
from prison to the presidential palace. We are heartened to see
the Berlin Wall fall, setting off a shockwave that upended a
tyrant in Romania.

And we are grateful for something more. The-likeliheod of-a

Wi /Because of our

strength and that of our Allies, Now, thanks to the

o i i , ‘the threat of war-is—smAller Sewsy’
#4 . . . ~~ard
5 ian before wens
WWM;

N K g KWW
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wledges i '

We Can new EYWALoN
are—shaping- a new destiny for the nations of the Continent --

that of a Europe,whole and free.\\\
We are taking the first steps across a bridge begun by
others long ago. It is a bridge that can lead us from seemingly

endless conflict to the promise of a lasting peace. But no

matter how great the promise, a-bridge—between—natiens must be
@ ptrionThe (oo o gecnt.
' reinforced with realism.

L -
As President, I receive & briefing every morning,from—the

el
And I get—fromthe-CIA the best
infrrmation

-intelligence available to any world leader today. Yet ¥—eften .
in the morning “are

é‘ over-s'gtm@ by the news M&vening. The world is simply moving
Wb alpsoludle eeriiiy -

too fast for—a-ny_.pamm_ox—omanu;.t—te& to forecastAwhat will
""SV.A‘J' ? .
, happen next. M—T:%(—eha-e—nﬂpeedrcta'bier thes promising
4,%3"”4,) o an undsadandis of doday ¢
Wi an <
future,we—seek must MW realities.of-—todax.

7]

e % ~Touke Q{W lhits wnd
: most recen pr’oposal , warmly éeceived by”{x‘esident
Y ( ~ o /)
w""(/ Gorbachev,zpua_so—ﬁem on both sides in Central snd Sesliew
& ' L o

W EMNRR
:‘f’, Europe to 195,000 troops. That’s the 2 , and it
k9 holds great promise.

e now It pveA.  SBo
W But M%e Soviets still have ailmost 86,000

men under arms in Central Europe. o
ot y 4 7 At W(W‘Aww@uﬁ

éz«@‘eﬁ’“‘—cﬁ M%"C 4 o ot

hope to slash the number of strategic weapons on both sides & i~ W
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5

Murc/wcw 0 4
6,000. That’s the prospeet—fer-change, and it too holds greﬁty\\‘/ Y\Q

(P
promise. e Wﬁ(v‘;
% : v (9,972 "
But =~ the Soviets still have ((numb&xr))

v

)

hause
strategic weapons. -amd they are i

i TCBMS, and_ thicn stialigpe Adefenne Apedars w covys
paser—twe- new mobile Wom and—a—strategic ‘%
def bl akativer.

A9 VM ‘d‘/ . :
A am yowr Commander-in-Chief. I am bound by the

Constitution to defend and protect the United States of America.

oot v{—aur?%
mSome would have me d&s- predicate—%ﬁ(ue-defense Aon
T ol net. pe

promising, but as% yet unfulfilled, hopes for the future. =Bur

/

The banks—you do business with expect collateral-~—>an

5 seek from the Soviets the collateral to implement a new peace.
In international terms, collateral means: soldiers
LSt
, tanks dismantled, and nuclear missiles
demolished.\\\
Some see our measured approach as endangering the process of

255eatial 4o Ut Secunth € Vuss nation
change. I see our approach as essential to change,,as the only

A

way to a lasting peace. We have shown that American resolve can Mfw
leads—be Soviet reform. We have shown that American :ﬂgth is

the cataA])yst for arms control. w%%ﬁw—m 6“4‘:‘;?:%
M% we must not let impatience, born of euphoria, MJW

all we have achievedsa—ﬁ/l e, au wC Can Wwﬁl 6«@« .
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No matter how urgently we want to cross that bridge between
nations, to cross to a new and more promising world, we should
not, in our haste, abandon the path that brought us to this < ¥
AR
moment. L 2
) 599 P-4 )
First, as Americans have always dere, our foremost goal is

to prevent another world war. To do so, we will still need whert

e valace poren. Soioplan ;a&'éqa«a{
B4 o , . Let’fe tell e nesd™
W”‘f’t{,&hmw’“ wﬁwmﬁ-“i

you—what—a—forward-defense—means——America spans-a continent,—but

nd—th 8_why—we RUE have—a forward presence --
€

ps\\ with global reach.
Second, we will, of course, continue to reduce the [
likelihood of a nuclear war. And that is why I will a;g;:::;;Jiy
\ pursue Strategic Arms Reduction Talks with the Soviet Union.\\\
But arms control and strategic modernization are not competing
strategies. Rather, they can work together to make the world a
safer place.
Just this morning, I visited Lawrence Livermore Labs and met

those visionary men and women who strive to make an—all-out /ngﬁz“’abﬂd
mm(mw&uwﬂ

oU
a, nuclear strike on our countryv\ i , o

When
even more unlikely than it is today. L\, , some complain of

the cost of developing such technologies, They should first
consider the cost of not doing all we can to,protect the cities

and citizens of America. That is why I will seek to persuade the



4 —that nhoet; W

Sovieta through our Defense and Space talks, te AEeSDI—re—teiol
' 2 o 94’!"8" W»MW.M = a_

saf er world.

Let me now tell you the ways—in—whieh—our 1991 defense hudgef &

- +the—past:

\% First, new threats are emerging %ﬁ: the traditional

Thert Condurmytineces e
East-West antagonism of the past 45 years. AEver since the %

Mayaguez—incident,—mewt confliets—involving U.S. forees—=—1ike
‘ &W&MW‘: &(‘%M k. Aaian. ‘WM .ie,“mm—w“w“\
1 O{Wa,ﬁ :Mm MWWW WVKM
Seviet—expansionism. 3

/

Persian Gulf two years ago,

the flow of o0il to the industrial democracies.

M'TJD Yot Mone: woel(
Even—werse, there are 15 &ountr;.es in the world that ame

developimg ballistic missz.le_téeé'r;gfl:cgy, {nany with chemical and

biological weapons -Jspite-mr—-bes-t—eé-ﬁom, Maiclear weapons ézlvb‘m

are prollferatlngh And inevitably high-tech weapons will fall

sod. Confemg oo ceondep s moume
into the hands of 8 whose hatred of Americal/is well known.
We will & oM bond_do s Arterouo [P Bt o

%."‘ We m"gtbe dYK\\“"A-»\A wz,wpdb(,/be,a{‘-‘(j
2 i %WW.
% Then there are the narco-gangsters -- already a threat to

our national health and spirit. Now they are taking on the W

dimensiomg of a geopolitical force. And they must be dealt with

o thy (ewdl

as such -- by our military -- in the air,‘and on the seas.)\\\

Clearly, in the future, we will need to be able to rep%

miss:.le,‘fo{rest a drug lo We will need

forces adaptable to conditions anywhere in the world. We /Peed

res s«
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wtH agility, readiness, sustainability. We will need épeed and

%? stealth. (QLA we urll need\. teaderahep.
aﬂ’hw'fb
In short, we must -new deter both a global war and limited
. roaw Copdifaons

conflicts with—sophisticated—new-powers. And for this reason, we
:fF“ﬁJ+“”4”‘fb<

doubly need to continue the modernization of our forces. ‘Te—=ks My ad

.

aga
wmy duty, and-mine-alome, to commit American fighting men ,to

combat. And-while the security of this nation & on my watch,

4._ .
the lives of American fighting men won’t be «X\

AS j:AMM*u*u‘Just yesterday, I visited a# the National Training Center at
Fort Irwin, near Barstow, where our fighting forces t-.:preparSig
for combat. It was at this very base that we trained many of our

Aé”j? troops who fought with such distincﬁ;g; inuﬂzgéﬁggF622342;2:a*¢4(‘A

5ot lomsd ey Yo eunirichat wrory ons Ard ok @ socins s

W Aol crormen o +1LLkJ«i‘»n¢£\o&f<w-—— L 4¥A‘¢,L“1-&>€4u
\ o e et

((You know, I read that Khrushchev once spoke to the

g

Commonwealth Club from lunch until 11 p.m.\\\ Perhaps he began
his speech with these words: "Let me make just a few brief
observations . . .))\\\

So I’ll get to my final concern -- how all this change in
our defense budget affects us at home. Many speak of the peace

dividend. Few discuss the short-term cost of peace. There will

be costs as we cross the bridge to a better future -- for
dislocated industries and workersUﬂfDr—d:sappeta%eé—men_and—wemenqebkc
e B . made .4
’
/
communities
' /o ts
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\ o

But America has always been willing to pay the price of ’
peace. I know that some of the bases that have been proposed for
closure are in this area. So I have come to San Francisco today
to assure you that if a base closes, it doesn’t close federal
concern and commitment.)\

Civilians who are laid off will receive top priority for
placement in other DOD positions. The Homeowner'’s Assistance
Program will protect military and civilian personnel from falling
real estate prices. And the Office of Economic Adjustment will
work with communities to develop powerful new economic assets,
new ways to use old bases. The Bible speaks of beating swords
into plowshares. We éré)fransforming military runways into
municipal airports; military bases into industrial parks and

0«
community colleges; and missile hang&%s into factories. "

“HNSE—TIaserty)-

I haﬁzjzsldeubt the American people will support these
measures for a continued strong defense. My travels around
America tell me that. But to have the means to negotiate
reductions and ensure the peace, I will need the support,

cooperation and consultation of Congress.

. . w]mudm%.mw«% R
We can now envision a time when
ﬁuunnAwhen all the competitive instincts of modern man will be M/ gﬁ P

. — 0L
diverted to commerce; wi

busi ’ 1iJ brief in hand
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You know, I started by joking about the 49ers winning the
.‘+"; m*’ W
Super Bowl during the National Anthem. But #-dea’‘t-care-hew many
Tt's that P

passes Joe Montana completed. He knew better than to rest on his
laurels, at the beginning of the fourth quarter. So should we.
éZiEéﬁg%gzgfﬁggﬁéébrk with me, then peace itself will be the
greatest dividegasog\all.\\\

Before us is a bridge to a new and better world. The way is
clear. It’s time to cross. Thank you for inviting me to San

Francisco. God bless you, and God bless America.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESSsS COHHbNHEAﬁTB CLUB, SAN FRANCISCO
' ' Noon, Wednesday, February 7th, 1990 .

((AcknowiedgementS‘to come. ))

((A few. minutes ago,‘I asked a 49er fan what he thought was
the turning point in the Super Bowl. He‘éaid "the National
Anthem. "))\\\ ' |

((Of course, not all recent memories in the Bay Area have
been pleasant ones. I'm sure you remember the last time i was
here, after this city suffered a tragedygand—foﬂnd—reﬁénﬁﬁu I
remember a clutter of car wrecks, collapsed buildings, fléttened
freeways\\ and a terriblelblack cloud rising from the Marina
District."Some damage remains. But today I‘'ve seen something
eléézgzwtggb;eople of the Bay Area have stood up, dusted
themselves off and rebuilt. The devastation and danger are past.
‘Because you came together, San.rrancisco is as beautiful as
" ever\\ -- .San Francisco is back.))\\\ |

I have coﬁe back to célifornia for another reason, to give
you - no-nonsense, hardnosed businessmen and women ﬁhat you are
--a straightforward(z%u-t I\lopeful tmessage about our national

security. Yesterday, at Fort Irwin, I also thanked our men and

women in uniform -- not just because they keep America safe and -



fifth year in a row -- to a&met 5 percent of GNP.

2
free. I came to thank them because they help to make possible
the wonderful changes that are sweeping the world.

And as the threats to American security change, so too must

our defense st'rategy In 1986, defense expendltures consumed 6.

percent of our Gross National Product. As you know, I just

submitted my 1991 budget to Congress, which cuts.defense for the
down vt abevt Lety LYY

I am submttlng this budget at a time when the postwar world
have - |
we,‘known -- the world that began in 1945 -- is changing before our

very eyes. So to understand where we are going, let me first

review where we have been and where we are today.

The flrst eneration of postwar leaders had the cautiona :
J They mmomlxg’ %‘Z 3 MMW:Fer. o ffon

g choo ‘q"w;{
example of their predecessors ‘A They remembered that visionary anﬁ,

ried_+e ot
statesmen, after the First World War, had eutiawed large navies.— —

MFMWWM even outlawed war
Bul scen vhear gred hoyes intht fuce o€ vacheckeol cagfas:m

J.tself ‘A m no pact y‘ieventod World War Two. bl .
readigm bo-ﬂ\ 0'(" o0 %m““‘c

So by 1945 our leaders had acun.red a

. Pragmatism & born of a sober appralsal of the world as it was.

:m)r' s+rm5+(-\

And from Harry Truma tem& to Ronald Reagan, «we
becave the wmld's 5k=dc{{9u.r theals of breedam ‘bh( omld- ¢ ln.sfe

Lor e defense of hberty—— Wity ofovr
l‘q our national wealth ) And many Abrave s {'M
: e . o gl it
Americans paid with their very lives ‘
ﬁ'\é‘éoov'er the past 40 years, our leaders continued to seek ,o("""z'(ﬂq"'

T Peace-.
peace even as they A . It was during the Truman

We paz.d Aw:x.t

Administration, in this very city, that men and women of great

vision and high ideals came from around the world to create an

~
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wssenils N e
partiament of nations. And so it was in San Francisco, 45 years
ago, that the United Nations was born.

Then, as now,A the United States strove to balance its 'role
as peace-keeper with that of peace-maker. We nelped create the
United Nations and NATO, we encouraged Soviet rgzﬁogn even as we
rebuffed Soviet expansion. r

- Those who crafted this new policyaked cail'ed it
containment A predicted that if we blocked the easy path of

expansion ’ +hen, the Soviet Union would one day have to confront

Wf— puzm As to’lead to a "mellowing of the Soviet UHien." It

R“Q%WKWWJ e

J.ts inhumane, illogical system. The purpose of this ch f‘*&“";
lennf\w}" 9«/
centrorrE=teh was not to defeat or to humiliate the Soviets. n'l‘he “4' )

+o see, ~s George Kennan put it pn 1947, e

eﬂ-dz _ r¥.
took lf a century to vindicate this strategy, H at=ong-
raot we canAsM y the Cold War |[today]is

in retraatf\\\

That is good news, for no sane man or woman is nostalgic for
. ’

'the Cold War. We are inspired by s Revolution of 89 --

—or eassmprte,
Ato see a man of letters. and conscience in Prague move

- from prison to the presidential palace. We are heartened to see
the Berlin Wall fall, 'setting off a shockwave that upended a
tyrant in Romania. |
And we are ’grateful- for something more. The-likeliheod of-a
8 alw ren- /because of our
strength and that of our Allies) Now, thanks to the

o ; i ﬁemms-mm

e
'«*/W e

. i ian before
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wledges ire '

mhmwmmwm

e can new
are—shaping- a new destiny for the nations of the Continent -~

that of a Europe,whole and free.\\\

A .
We are taking the first steps across a bridge begun by

. others long ago. It is a bridge that can lead us from seemingly

f'endless conflict to the promise of a lasting peace. But no

matter how great the promise, e-bridgebetween—natiens must be

-

an ‘ .
As President, I receive a& briefing every morning, from—=the

eeeiyd
.. And I get—fromthe-GCIA the best

LentralIntelligence—Agency
-il;gﬂ:':ggse available to any world leader today. Yet i——o-f—‘een-

3 I\M.S
-f-xnd——thae—ehe—evea-t-s—reported—to—me—hgaﬂu:&k—tn the morning axe

é‘ _over% by the news in—=th® fevening. The world is simply moving
Wi absoldz eenit
too fast for—eny person or-arganizatiem to forecastAwhat will

- . "Swv" "!L
70(4 ,,‘,m mﬂ—@%:twm theS promising
(pllers Wi W ‘e
' quture,we—eeek must Mmﬁ%‘%ﬂmﬂ rea lﬂm@.
oy & '

W a.da’ _
W@Wroposal, y received by APresJ.dent s
Gorbachev mm on both sides in Central MW

R
37 Europe to 195,000 troops. That’s the _ , and it

1 .‘. w holds great pronu.se.

Ay sZo
M ﬁﬁea—l—b%—r‘the Sov:.ets still have a-i'most 80,000 .

men u}cili\e%, arms in Centra}CEurope. e R At ! V\Vﬁ'( 9171'" ,,%,{-J«;‘,_

hope to slash the number of strategic weapons on both sides &a.lm ’M%

st
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—QAAMV‘{, W . ’ ’ ,
6,000. That's the prospee}é—o('-éef—change and it too holds great

. promise.

, M{o OT'D
W a&hﬁ, ¢ fhe Soviets still have (numbex) y
w S

have
trategic weapons. ﬂhﬁ’{hey are :mmm

Mﬁnew mobile ﬁ% a.::.cirqa—s'!:-.-:eﬂ:egJ.cM Wﬂ%

‘A?VW am g‘ggt Commander-in-Chief. I am bound by the

Constitut:.on to defend and protect the United States of America.
ﬁﬁmgome would have me e predlcate‘oé(ue-defense on el
promising, but as / yet unfulfilled, hopes for the future. Sur

‘ %WMHWWMM
0 seek from the Soviets the: collateral to implement a new peace.

In international terms, collateral means: soldiers .

dmﬁ:sgad tanks dismantled, and nuclear missiles

demolished. \\\

Some see our measured approach as endanger:.ng( the process of
25seatial +o »f B pation
change. I see our approach as essential to change, as the only

A

way to a lasting peace.  We have shown that American resolve can Mfw

 eads—=te® Soviet reform. We have shown that American stre

Mm%@@wd@fw
< wndbit the e calicd fines

the catalyst for arms control.

Mo

the—Bast7=hOUr we must not let impatience, born of euphoria, =uim (Jceyadlac

all we have achlevedsv»ﬁo/} and au wt Can awtuur(q‘,#l 6«'5«{
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No matter.how nrgently we want to cross that bridge between
" nations, to cross to a new and-more.promising world, we should
not, in our haste, abandon the path that brought us to this ' < ¥
| moment.

-

First, as Americans have always dere, our foremost goal is

to prevent another world war. To do so, we will still need whet"

Let me tell wlenwsf

*5%!4-—

nation—m : ‘ . e B ‘n = '. .7_
A., 7 wre aud to have s forward presence. --

5\ with global reach.
- Second, we will, of course, continue to reduce the '_
likelihood of a nuclear war. And that is why I will aggzessév&&y _
ursue Strategic Arms Reduction Talks with the Soviet Union.\\\
zﬂfqz/ . But armsecontrol and strategic modernization are not competing
strategies. Rather, they can work together to make the world a

‘safer place.

Just this morning, I visited Lawrence Livermore lLabs and met

"those VLSlonary men and women who strlve to mzfe ';
i [ 3

‘A nuclear strike on our countryv\

When_ _ '
even more unlikely than it is today. , some complain of
& P

the cost of developlng such technologies, They should irst
consider the cost of not doing: all we can toﬁprotect the cities

. and citizens of America. That is why I will seek to persuade the

T b Gy T i oo dadey g o bt o oo
ek ey W
‘{Mm ;Mo&ww ,ﬁ ,%ZC\
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Soviets through our Defense and Space talks, tﬂ‘mﬁﬁp—:
a-awf—"taéee@w o ;Wczwd-‘ﬁ“"‘” condrbute = a_

w&me safer world.

el o bt i otz be haol 1t
Let me now tell you the ways—inwhieh—eur 1991 defense huM

F_‘irst, new threats are emerging gm the traditiqnal

East-West antagonism of the past 45 years. AEver since the dagev o

Persian Gulf two years ago,

the flow of oil to the industrial democrac:.es.

lewendir Too ot Mne: woel(
Even—werse, there are 1 &ountr;.es in the world that i

st

&M"'
~ developimg ballistic mssmlejéee?#oiogy glany with chemical and

'blologlcal weapons. w‘&aspaﬁe-ous—beg-t—e.f-ﬁong lt{lclear weapons ézdm

are prollferatlngh And J.nev:Ltably high-tech weapons will fall
MWM c«a.&zg,( A0V

" into the hands of whose hatred of Americalis well known.

We wll i Al bod_do WW@« PR o

We gt be ﬁEd:m\\ — Al e /x,% v

'~ Then there are the narco-gangsters =-- already a threat to

our national health and spirit. Now they are taking on the M

dimensiomg of a geopolitical force. And they must be dealt with

on the |

as such -- by our military -- in the airAand on the seas.\\\

Clearly, in the future, we will need to be able tos{:"elpé

mss;le&arrest a drug IOM We w::.ll ‘need

forces adaptable to conditions anywhere in the world. We /Feed

ressv~,
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<l agility, readiness, sustainability. . We will need epeed and

% stealth. (d e wrll need. veaderahip.
cewfinme+o
In short ;, We must -new deter both a global war and limited
WM'

conflicts vmtheepk&e&ee—ted—new—pewese ‘And for this reason, we

doubly need to continue the modernization of our forces. ‘Ie~ks ™Y sad
o
-y duty, and-mine—alone, to commit American fighting men Ato
_ But (£ do, ot
combat. ‘Aad-.mbg-ke the security of this nation #» on my watch,
+ .
the lives of American fighting men won’t be A\

A; :E MJust yvesterday, I visited a4 the National Training Center at
Fort Irwin, near Barstow, whefe our fighting forcee terprepa‘r&g
ation.

for ea‘g‘et It was at this ve base that we tra:.ned many of our
/ _ ry 2 Y .
v nd : BolReing { o

‘Zg«f’f‘ troops who fought with such distinction in anamas As—other

th lzast e o de’ watyd aAe - And aM SMS o

M_Ww,—l—u%ﬂun%oﬁa—-w v W“_d,-{-ooéa
\\ ' et fbes

((You-know, I read that Khrushchev- once spoke to the
Commonwealth Club from lunch until 11 p.m.\\\ Perhaps he began
.his speech with these words: "Let ue make just a.few brief
observations . . <P\

So I’'ll get to my finel concern -- how ell this chengetin
our defense budget affects us at_houe; .Many'speak of the peace
dividend. Few discuse the short-term cost of peace. There will

be costs as we cross the bridge to a better future - for

.é-fWMCW
dislocated industries and workers ' /l for—disappeoihted—mon—-and-—-weme S
M-ad-e. %
cemmunities.
| // 4
efas
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But America has always beeﬂtwilling to pay the price of
éeace. I know that some of fhe baseé that have been proposed for
closure are in this area. So I have come to San Francisco today"
to assure you that if a baée cldséa, it doeen’t close federal
concern and commitment.\\ “
Civilians who are.laid-off will receive top priority for
placement in other DOD pqéitions.. The Homeowner’s Assistance
- Program will protect military and civilian personnel from falling
real estate prices. -And the foice of Economic Adjustment will
.work with communities to develop powerful new economic assets,
new ways to use old bases.-_The‘Bible speaks'ofAbeating swords
. into plowshares. We are transforming military runways into
. munici§a1 airports; military bases iﬁto industrial parks and

24 .
- community colleges; and missile hang&%s into factories. ~

NS IREeEEF)-

I have—aé—éoubt the American people will support these
‘measures for-a continued.strong-defense. My travels around
America tell me that.  But to have the means to negotiate
reductions and ensure the peace, I will need the support,

cooperation and consultation of Congress.

Cwa L L -w;mualw%.m%«m
We can now envision a time when
- past; A,when all the competitive. instincts of modern man will be \/ é/

) —= 6L
diverted to commerce; w
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. You know, I started by joking about the 49ers winning the
s, pet how

Super Bowl during the National Anthem. ' But F-denl’t-care—hew many

1’5 thatP

passes Joe Montana completed. ~ He knew better than to rest on his

laurels at the beginning of the fourth quarter. So should we.

If“Congresé'will work with me, then peace itself will be the
greatest dividend of all.\\\

Before us is a bridge to.a new and better world. The way is

"clear. It’s time to cross. -Thank you for inviting me to San

" Francisco. God|bléss you, and God bless America.



The Honorable George Bush, President of the United States
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Excerpts from previous Commonwealth Club Addresses by
The Honorable George Bush

The world is not yet such as we would want it to be. Maybe it never will be. It certainly is not likely to
become a utopian world within our lifetime or even in the foreseeble future. And while we are striving to make
our contribution to a world of peace and security and trust, we find that we still need—quite consistent with
this striving--to have national security second to none in the world.

July 23, 1976, Director, Central Intelligence Agency

We are not going to risk American security on the word of a nation that has time and again broken its in-
ternational commitments. A true, not illusory, relaxation of tensions with the Soviets can only be based on
mutual respect between the world’s two superpowers and a realistic assessment on our part of Soviet inten-
tions in light of their past record.

September 11, 1980, Republican Candidate for Vice President

The view of America from abroad in recent years has, as you know, been that of a confused, contradic-
tory, often helpless, sometimes clumsy giant. Our experience in Vietnam, our experience in Iran, the open sea-
son on American embassies, the vacillations over whether or not we were going to go ahead with one or the
other weapons system-all these events have produced in the international community a certain wariness of
America.

October 1, 1981, Vice President of the United States

When I see the lack of human rights, such as the Soviet treatment of Jewry, it makes me wonder whether
their brutal system is going to let up. But there is an economic side, too. Because of Soviet military spending,
there are tremendous economic pressures on a society that is not nearly as productive as we are. I would hope
that they would try to reduce tensions and live with civility. But I cannot predict whether they will.

October 17, 1984, Republican Candidate for Vice President

When we impose protectionist measures, consumers lose because they pay higher prices for a poorer
choice and a lower quality of goods. Taxpayers lose by paying higher taxes to finance subsidies. Workers lose
as job opportunities dwindle. Those who are struggling up from poverty lose because that critical first job
evaporates. All of us lose because we chip away at the competitive impulse that has made America the biggest
trading nation on earth.

September 11, 1985, Vice President of the United States

We impose high capital gains tax rates, while most of our major trading partners don'teven havea capital
gains tax. Germany doesn’t. Japan doesn’t. Nor does Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea or Taiwan. The
capital gains tax is a tax on investment, on innovations, on new technology. 1 favor a capital gains cut. It will
raise revenues and create jobs. It's estimated that a reduction to 15 percent will raise as much as $4 billion in
new revenues for the government. Why? More people take risks, more businesses start, more tax money flows
into the Treasury.

September 15, 1988, Republican Candidate for President
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((Acknowledgements to come.))

((A few minutes ago, I asked a 49er fan what he thought was
the turning point in the Super Bowl. He said "the National
Anthem. "))\\\ |

((Of course, not all recent memories in the Bay Area have
been pleasant ohes. I'm sure you remember the last time I was 2
here, aftér-this city suffered a tragedy and found renewal. I
remember a clutter of car wrecks, collapsed buildings, flattened
freeways\\ and a terrible black cloud rising from the Marina
District. Some damage remains. But today I’ve seen something
else -- the people of the Bay Area have'stood up, dusted
themselves off and rebuilt. The devastation and danger are past.
Because you came together, San Francisco is as beautiful as
ever\\ -- San Franéisco is back.))\\\

I have come back to California for another reason, to give
you -- no-nonsense, hardnosed businessmen and women that you are
-- a straightforward, but hopeful, message about our n;tional
éecurity. Yesterday, at Fort Irwin, I also thanked our men and

women in uniform -- not just because they keep America safe and
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free. I came to thank them because they help to make possible
the wonderful changes that are sweeping the world.

And as the threats to American security change, so too must
our defense strategy. In 1986, defense expenditures consumed 6.5
percent of our Gross National Product. As you know, I just
submitted my 1991 budgét to Congress, which cuts defense for the
fifth year in a row -- to almost 5 percent of GNP.

I am submitting this budget at a time when the postwar world
we know -- the world that began in 1945 -- is changing before our
very eyes. So to understand where we are going, let me first
review where we have been and where we are today.

The first generation of postwar leaders had the cautionary
example of their predecessors. They remembered that visionary
statesmen, after the First World War, had outlawed large navies.
They remembered that their predecessors had even outlawed war
itself. But no pact prevented World War Two.

So by‘1945 our leaders had acquired a patience,\\ a
pragmatism,\\ born of a sober appraisal of the world as it was.
And from Harry Truman, to John F. Kennedy, to Ronald Reagan, we
paid any price, we bore any burden, in the defense of liberty.
We paid with part of our national wealth. And many brave
Americans paid with their very lives.

Yet over the past 40 years, our leaders continued to seek
peace even as they provided for war. It was during the Truman
Administration, in this very city, that men and women of great

vision and high ideals came from around the world to create a



3
parliament of nations. And so it was in San Francisco, 45 years
ago, that the United Nations was born.

" Then, as now, the United States strove to balance its role
as peace-keeper with that of peace-maker. We helped create the
Un;ted Nations and NATO; we encouraged Soviet reform even as we
rebuffed Soviet expansion.

Those wholcrafted this new policy, and called it
containment, predicted that-if we blocked thé easy path of
expansion, then the Soviet Union would one day have to confront
its inhumane, illogical system. The purpose of this
confrontation was not to defeat or to humiliate the Soviets. The
purpose was to lead to a "mellowing of the Soviet Union." It
took a half a century to vindicate thisAstrategy, and at long
last we can say\it.works: And that is why the Cold War today is
in ret;eat.\\\

That is good news, for no sane man or woman is nostalgic for
the éoldhwar. We are inspired by the Revolution of 89 --
delighted to see a man of letters and conscience in Prague move
from prison to the presidential palace. We are heartened to see
the Berlin Wall fall, setting off a shockwave that upended a
tyrant in Romania. '

And we are grateful for something more. The likelihood of a

"war with the Soviets has always been small, because of our N

strength and that of our Allies. Now, thanks to the courageous
reforms of a dynamic Soviet leader, the threat of war is smaller

than ever before.\\\ Like Harold MacMillian before him,
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President Goibachev freely acknowledges that empire is a burden,
more problem than protection. And so now "the winds of change" |
are shaping a new destiny for the natiOns‘of the Continent --
that of a Europe whole and free.\\\

We are taking the first steps across a bridgé begun by
others long ago. It is a bridge that can lead us from seemingly
endless-conflict to the promise of a lasting éeace. But no
matter how great the promise, a Bridgé between nations must be
reinforced with realism.

As President, I receive a briefing every morning from the
Central Intelligence Agency. And I get from the CIA the best
intelligence available to any world leader today. Yet I often.
find that the events reported to me by the CIA in the morﬁing are
overcome by the news in the evening. The world is simply moving
too fast for any person or organization to forecast what will
 happen next. With so much that is unpredictable, the promising
future we seek must be weighed against the realities of today.

My most recent proposal, warmly received by President
Gorbachev, was to reduce land forces on both sides in Central
Europe to 195,000 troops. That’s the prospect fof change, and'it
holds great promise.

But the reality? -- The Soviets still have almost 600,000
men under arms in Central Europé today.

Another example: Because of the new openness in Moscow, we

hope to slash the number of stratégic weapons on both sides to
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6,000. That’s the prospect for change, and it too holds'great
promise.. |

But the reality? -- the Soviets still have ((number))
strategic weapons. And they are still developing, at a furioﬁs
pace, two new mobile strategic weapons systems and a sérategic
defense initiative. '

I am your Commander-in-Chief. I am bound by the
Constitution to defend and protect the United States of America.
And I cannot, as some would have me do,vpredicate our defense on
promising, but és.of yet unfulfilled, hopes for the future. Our
natioﬁél defense strategy must not be a response to the professed
intentions of other nations, but to the weapons they hold in
their hands.\\ That’s the reality we face.

You certainly don’'t do business on the basis of a promise.
The banks you do business with expect collateral. And I will
seek from the Soviets the collateral to implement a new peace.
In international terms, collatéral means: soldiers .
decommiséioned, tanks dismantled, and nuclear missiles
demolished.\\\

Some see our>measured approach as endangering the process of’
change. I see'oui approach asvesséntial to change, as the only
way to a lasting peace. We have shown that American resolve
leads to Soviet reform. - We have shown that Americaﬁ strength is
the cétaiyst for arms control. We are'all excited by change in
the East, but we must ndt let impatience, born of euphoria, ruin

all we have achieved.
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No matter how urgently we want to cross that bridge between
nations, to cross to a new and more promising world, we should
not, in our haste, abandon the path that brought us to this-
moment. |

First, as Americans have always done, our fqremost goal is
to prevent another world war. To do so,-we will still need what
the people in the Pentagon call a forward defense. Let me tell
you what a forward defense means. America spans a continent, but
in strategic terms, we are an island nation. And an islagd
nation must defend itself before.a threat can reach its shores.
And that is why we will continue to have a forward presence --
fighting forces\\ and American troops\\ with global reach.

Second, we will, of course, continue to reduce the
likelihood of a nuclear war. And that is why I will aggressively
pursue Strategic Arms Reduction Talks with the Soviet Union.\\\
But arms control and strategic modernization are not competing
-strategies. Rather, they can work together to make the world a
safer place.

Just this morning, I visited Lawrence Livermore Labs and met
those visionary men and women who strive to make aﬁ all-out
nuclear strike on our country, or a limited strike from a madman,
even more unlikely than it is today. Of course, some complain of
the cost of developing such technologies. They should first
consider the cost of not doing all we can to protect the cities

and citizens of America. That is why I will seek to persuade the
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Soviets, through our Defense and Space talks, to use SDI to help
us all make a transition to safer world.

Let me now tell you the wéys in which our 1991 defense
strategy is a dramatic deparfure from the military strategies of
the past.

First, new threats are emerging outside the traditional
East-West antagonism of the past 45 years. Ever since the
Mayaguez incident, most conflicts involving U.S. forces -- like
our actions in Libya or Panama -- have had nothing to do with
Soviet expansionism. Nowhere was this more‘apparent thaﬁ in the
Persian Gulf two yeérs ago, where only the U.S. Navy could secure
the flqw of oil to the industrial democracies.

Even worse, there are 15 countries in the world that are
developing ballistic missile technology, many with chemical and
biological weapons. Despite our best efforts, nuclear weapons
are proliferating. And inevitébly high-tech weapons will fall
into the haﬁds of leadgrs whose hatred of America is well known.
We must be ready.\\

Tﬁen there are the narco-gangsters -- already a threat to
our national health and spirit. Now they are taking on the
dimensions of a geopolitical force. And the& must be dealt with
- as such -- by our military -- in the air and on the seas.\\\

 Clearly, in the future, we will need to be able to repel a
missile, arrest a drug lord or protect a éealane. We will need

forces adaptable to conditions anywhere in the world. We need
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will agility, readiness, sustainability. We will need speed and
stealth.

In short, we must now deter both a global war and limited
conflicts with sophisticated new powers. And for this reason, we
doubly need to continue the modernization of our forces. It is
my duty, and mine alone, to commit American fighting men to
combat. And while the security of this nation is on my watch,
the lives of American fighting men won’t be traded for dollars.\\

Just yesterday, I visited at the National Training Center at

Fort Irw1n, near Barstow, wherg our hti forces 2 preparing
G & .-
for It was at this very base that we trained many of our

troops who fought with such distinction in Panama. As other
threats emerge on the horizon, we must be ready to fight under
any conditions anywhere in the world.\)\

((You know, I read that Khrushchev once spoke to the
Commonwealth Club from lunch until 11 p.m.\\\ Perhaps he began
his speech'with these words: "Let me make just a few brief
observations . . .))\\\

So I’'ll get to my final concern -- how all this change in
our defense budget affects us at home. Many speak of the peace
dividend. Few discuss the short-term cost of peace. There will
be costs as we cross the bridge to a better future -- for
dislocated industries and workers, for disappointed men and women
in the Armed Services who will return to civilian life, for whole

communities.
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But America has always been willing to pay the price of
peace. I know that some of the bases that have been proposed for
closure are in this area. So I have come to San Francisco today
to assure you that if a base closes, it doesn’t close federal
concern and commitment.\\

Civilians who are laid off will receive top priority for
placement in other DOD positions. The Hdmeowner's Assistance
'Program will protect military and civilian personnel from falling
real estate prices. And the Office of Economic Adjustment will
» wbrk with communities to develép powerful new economic assets,
new ways to use old bases. The Bible speaks of beating swordsl,
into plowshares. We are transforming military runways into _
municipal airports; military bases into industriai parks and
community colleggs; and missile hangers into factories.

\

((NSC Insert))

I have no doubt the American people will support these
measures for a continued strong defense. My travels around
America tell me that. But to have the means to negotiate
reductions and ensure the peace, I will need the support,
cooperation and consultation of Congress.

- We can now envision a time when military competition is
past; when all the competitive instincts of modern man will be
diverted to commerce; when the warriors of the future will be

businessmen and women like you, briefcase in hand.
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You know, I started by joking about the 49ers winning the
Super Bowl during the National Anthem. But I don’t care how many
passes Joe Montana completed. He knew better than to rest on his
laurels at the beginning of the fourth quarter. So should we.
If Congress will work with me, then peace itself will be the
greatest dividend of all.\\\

Before us is a bridge to a new and better world. The way is
_ clegr. It'é time to cross. Thank you for inviting me to San

Francisco. God bless you, and God bless America.



