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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release February 1, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT . ' P
AT e
NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST :

The Washington Hilton Hotel
Washington, D.C.

9:25 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Thank
you all. Thank you very, very much. Vice President and Mrs. Quayle,
and Chuck Grassley, Sam Nunn, and my dear friend, Billy Graham, and
Ruth. Jim Baker, that was a very inspiring testament of faith. I
also want to salute our very special guests who have travelled far to
join us in a prayer for peace and understanding. President Moi of
Kenya, President Ershad of Bangladesh. Major Buyoya, the marvelous:
head of Burundi. President Cristiani, a longtime friend. The Prime
Minister Kisekka. And I just express for all of us a very hearty
welcome, and to President Ershad, a happy birthday greeting to go
with Bev Shea's. (Applause.) We're delighted you're here.

And I want to thank Bev Shea; and Billy, it'll probably
‘read: Prayer Breakfast, Bev Shea; Supporting Cast: Secretary of
State; Billy Graham. (Laughter.) A lot of Presidents out here.
Senators and -Ccngressmen. He was magnificent. (Laughter.)
Magnificent music.

It's often said, in my line of work, that a candidate or
a proposal hasn't got a prayer. Well, I'm pleased to be with an
audience about whom that will never be said. (Laughter.) And this
breakfast is the result of years of quiet diplomacy == I wouldn't say
secret diplomacy -- quiet diplomacy by an ambassador of faith, Doug
Coe. And I salute him. (Applause.)

And -I was moved once again by what Sam and Liz told us of
members and staffers on the Hill who like to regularly meet to share
a few quiet moments of prayer and Bible reading. The values that
spring from our faith certainly tell us a lot about our country. Aand
consider that for more than two centuries, Americans have endorsed,
and properly so, the separation of church and state. But we've also
shown how both religion and government can strengthen a society.

After all, our Founding Father's documents begin with
these words: All men are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights. And Americans are religious people, but a truly
religious nation is a tolerant nation. We cherish dissent, we
cherish the fact that we have many, many faiths. And we protect even
ths right to disbkelieve.

A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. A
close friend of mine sent me a poem recently which eloquently
embodies this spirit of giving.

"I sought mY soul, but my soul I could not see. I sought
my God but my God eluded me. I sought my brother and found all
three."

Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding
their God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.

MORE
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You've heard me talk about A Thousand Points of Light across the
country. Americans are working through their places: of worship, .
through community programs, or on their own to help the hungry of the
homeless, to teach the unskilled, to bring the words of men and the
word of God to those who cannot even read.

' ' And so I believe that this democracy of ours is once
again proving, as it has throughout our history, that when people are
free, they use that freedom to serve the greater good and, indeed, a
higher truth. As freedom blossoms in Eastern Europe -- and Jim was
talking eloquently about that -- I am convinced that the 1990s will
be the decade of the rebirth that he so beautifully spoke about. A
rebirth of faith and hope.

And one example, I met this week Father Calciu, a
Romanian Orthodox minister. Father Calciu had spent 21 of his 64
years in jail. A third of his entire life in prison. And in fact, .
it was while in prison for opposing the government that he found God.
And once released, he risked his freedom by preaching a series of
Lenten sermons. And for that, he was imprisoned again and tortured

beyond belief.

And yet, Father Calciu had faith and he refused to break.
He was sentenced to death. And as he stood in the corner of the
prison yard, praying for his wife and son, awaiting death, it was
then that something remarkable occurred. His two executioners called
to him and surely, he thought, well, this was the end. But instead
they said, "Father," -- and that was the first time they had called
him that -- "we have decided not to kill you." And three weeks later.
he received permission to celebrate the Divine Liturgy, and when he
did, he saw these same two guys == the same two guards =-- approach,
and to his astonishment, his would-be executioners got on their knees
and joined him in prayer. This is one man's story -- a humble

priest.

And today, the times are on the side of peace, because
more and more brave men and women are on the side of God. And so._.
that'isJthe“eﬁd“of‘thesé“feW'WOfdsi’”Thét‘is my prayer, that we will
continue to recognize the power of faith. Thank you all and God
bless you. (Applause.)

END 9:40 A.M. EST
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((And we have several very special guests who have traveled
far to join us today in a prayer for peace and understanding.
They are: Major Pierre Buyoya, President of Burundi\\; President
Alfredo Christiani of El1 Salvador\\; President Ershad of
Bangladesh\\; and President Daniel T. Arap Moi of Kenya.\\ Let
us give these distinguished visitors our heartiest welcome.\\\))

((I also understand that a few non-believers have graciously
accepted the invitation to this meeting. So I hope you'll
forgive me if I retell the old tale of the agnostic and the
bishop who were deep in conversation one evening at a social
occasion, when the agnostic's eyes fell on a beautiful globe of
the world that portrayed, in rich colors and vivid realism,
continents, rivers and oceans.

((The agnostic said: "This globe is just what I need for my
office. Who made it?"

(("Why, nobody made this glcbe," said the bishop with

feigned innocence. "It just happened!"\\\))
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Well, one thing that didn't just happen is the National
Prayer Breakfast. It is the result of years of quiet diplomacy
from ambassadors of faith like Doug Coe and Bob Stump.\\ It was
during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of Congress
first organized a prayer group. And for almost a half a century,
men and women in the House and Senate -- Members and staffers
alike -- have regularly met to share a few quiet moments of
prayer and Bible reading. And I am proud to tell you that there
is yet another Bible study group in Washington, one that meets
every week in the White House.\\

Today, we join together, as the program says, "in the Spirit
of Christ." But we have with us today not just Christians, but
those of the Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist faiths. So let
us put aside doctrine in favor of the greater spirit of belief
that unites us.\\ We are united, because we believe that we
cannot govern alone.\\ We are united, because we believe that if
we talk to God, God listens.\\ And most of all, we are united
because we believe that if our prayers are for peace, then peace
will be the answers to our prayers.\\\\

There is a misconception that the separation of church and
state in America means that the values that animate our politics
must be as secular as our institutions. This is not only wrong,
I believe it is impossible. For the values we treasure --
justice, mercy, charity -- come when we first consult Someone

greater than ourselves.
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Still, some say that Washington is the center of a secular
religion called politics. And it is true that the skyline of
this city is dominated not by another cathedral of St. Peters, or
a Notre Dame or a Westminster, but by the temples of government.
But look again. Survey the city from the top of the Washington
monument, and you will see in every neighborhood, on virtually
every street, the sharp spire of a church, or the dome of a
synagogue, or the minaret of a mosque -- all reaching upward, for
the same one God.

Americans are a religious people. But a truly religious
nation is tolerant. We cherish dissent. We cherish our many
faiths. We even cherish the right to disbelief. So surely,
there is enough room in the American heart to cherish one more
right -- to allow children, who want to, to pray in school.\\\

A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. And a
close friend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies this

spirit of giving. It goes:

"I sought my soul but
my soul I could not see
"I sought my God, but my
God eluded me
"I sought my brother and

found all three."
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Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding their
God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.
You've heard me speak of the Th@?sand Points of Light. Across
America volunteers are working through their church, through
programs like ACTION and VISTA, or on their own, to help the
hungry, the homeléss, to teach the unskilled, and to bring the
Word to those who cannot read it.

So I believe that this democracy of ours proves an ironic
fact about human nature -- when people are free to believe as
they choose, they serve a highéf truth. And with the spread of
democracy around the world, I believe that the 1920s will be the
decade that the world turns back to God.\\

That is my speech. And that is my prayer. Thank you, God

bless you and may God every nation répresented here today.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 01/29/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: _2:00 P.m. 01/30/90

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST

SUBJECT: (01423 draft three)
=
ACTION FYI _ ACTION FYI
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R;ARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 01/30. with a copy to my office.

Thanks.

RESPONSE:

12

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Thank you, Senator‘Grassley, Dr. and Mrs. Grahanm, =
-and=Mre<=Bagkys Secretary Baker, that was an inspiring testament
of faith. Ve TNesidind +toes, Queosile.

((And we have several very special guests who have traveled
.far to join us today in a prtfer for peace and understanding.
M§§6g [Pierre] Buyoyg \\/ President [Alfredo] Christiani \\;
Piis%aent Ershad \\; and Préi?ﬁent [Daniel T.] Arap Moi \\. I ‘
offer each of you a hearty welcome.\\\))

((I so uﬁderstand that a few non-believers have graciously
accepted the inwvitation to this meeting. So I hope youtIl |
forgive me if I retell~the old tale of the agnostic and the
bishop who were deep in conversation one eﬁg;I;z at a social
occasion, when the agnostic's §§E§<f%ll on a beautiful globe of

the world that portrayed, in prich colors and vivid realism,

continents, rivers and océans.

(("Why, nobody made this globe," said the bishop with

N\

Well, one thing that didn't just happen is the National

feigped innocence. "It just happened!"\\\))

Prayer Breakfast: It is the result of years of quiet diplomacy
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from ambassadoi's of faith like Doug Coe and Bob Stump.\\ It was
during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of Congress
first organized a prayer group. And for almost a half a century,
men and women in the House and Senate -- Members and staffers

alike -- have regularly met to share a few quiet moments of

prayer and Bible reading. And-I-amproudto tell-you that there
is—yetanother Bible study group in Washington, one that mests —
eVery week in the white House.\\
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will be the answers to our prayers.\\\\

There is a misconception that the separation of church and
sz; state in America means that the values that animate our politics
\rJS' must be as secular as our institutions.

Still, others say that Washington is the center of a secular

. religion called politics. And it is true that the skyline of
(ﬁ \this city is dominated not by another cathedral of St. Peters, or
\Qja Notre Dame or a Westminster, but by the temples of government.

But look again. Survey the city from the top of the Washington

monument, and you will see in every neighborhood, on virtually
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right -- to allow children, who want to, to pray in school.\\\

A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. And a
close friend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies this

spirit of giving. It goes:

"I sought my soul but
my soul I could not see
"I sought my God, but my
God eluded me
"I sought my brother and

found all three."

Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding their
God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immec Late Réicase —  February i, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT
NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST

The Washington Hilton Hotel
Washington, D.C.

9:25 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Thank
you all. Thank you very, very much. Vice President and Mrs. Quayle,
and Chuck Grassley, Sam Nunn, and my dear friend, Billy Graham, and
Ruth. Jim Baker, that was a very inspiring testament of faith. I
also want to salute our very special guests who have travelled far to
join us in a prayer for peace and understanding. President Moi of
Kenya, President Ershad of Bangladesh. Major Buyoya, the marvelous
head of Burundi. President Cristiani, a longtime friend. The Prime
Minister Kisekka. And I just express for all of us a very hearty
welcome, and to President Ershad, a happy birthday greeting to go
with Bev Shea's. (Applause.) We're delighted you're here.

And I want to thank Bev Shea; and Billy, it'll probably
read: Prayer Breakfast, Bev Shea; Supporting Cast: Secretary of
State; Billy Graham. (Laughter.) A lot of Presidents out here.
Senators and Congressmen. He was magnificent. (Laughter.)
Magnificent music. ' ‘

It's often said, in my line of work, that a candidate or
a proposal hasn't got a prayer. Well, I'm pleased to be with an

'~ audience about whom that will never be said. (Laughter.) And this

breakfast is the result of years of quiet diplomacy -- I wouldn't say
secret diplomacy -- quiet diplomacy by an ambassador of faith, Doug
Coe. And I salute him. (Applause.)

And I was moved once again by what Sam and Liz told us of
members and staffers on the Hill who like to regularly meet to share
a few quiet moments of prayer and Bible reading. The values that
spring from our faith certainly tell us a lot about our country. And
consider that for more than two centuries, Americans have endorsed,
and properly so, the separation of church and state. But we've also
shown how both rellglon and government can strengthen a society.

After all, our Founding Father's documents begin with
these words: All men are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rlghts. And Americans are religious people, but a truly
religious nation is a tolerant nation. We cherish dissent, we
cherish the fact that we have many, many faiths. And we protect even
the right to disbelieve.

A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. A
close friend of mine sent me a poem recently which eloquently
embodies this spirit of giving.

"T sought my soul, but my soul I could not see. I sought
my God but my God eluded me. I sought my brother and found all
three." :

Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding
their God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.

MORE
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You've heard me talk about A Thousand Points of Light across the
country. Americans are working through their places of worship, :
through community programs, or on their own to help the hungry of the
homeless, to teach the unskilled, to bring the words of men and the
word of God to those who cannot even read.

' . And so I believe that this democracy of ours is once
again proving, as it has throughout our history, that when people are
free, they use that freedom to serve the greater good and, indeed, a
higher truth. As freedom blossoms in Eastern Europe -- and Jim was
talking eloquently about that -- I am convinced that the 1990s will
be the decade of the rebirth that he so beautifully spoke about. A
rebirth of faith and hope.

And one example, I met this week Father Calciu, a
Romanian Orthodox minister. Father Calciu had spent 21 of his 64
years in jail. A third of his entire life in prison. And in fact,
it was while in prison for opposing the government that he found God.
And once released, he risked his freedom by preaching a series of
Lenten sermons. And for that, he was imprisoned again and tortured
beyond belief. :

And yet, Father Calciu had faith and he refused to break.
He was sentenced to death. And as he stood in the corner of the
prison yard, praying for his wife and son, awaiting death, it was
then that something remarkable occurred. His two executioners called
to him and surely, he thought, well, this was the end. But instead
they said, "Father," -- and that was the first time they had called
him that -- "we have decided not to kill you." And three weeks later
he received permission to celebrate the Divine Liturgy, and when he
did, he saw these same two guys =< the same two guards -- approach,
and to his astonishment, his would-be executioners got on their knees
and joined -him in prayer. This is one man's story -- a humble
priest. .

And today, the times are on the side of peace, because
more and more brave men and women are on the side of God. And so
that is the end of these few words. That is my prayer, that we will
continue to recognize the power of faith. Thank you all and God
bless you. (Applause.) :

END 9:40 A.M. EST



. N\

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dres Ershas  (Eraur-SHaubd)
Megor Bljoyo (b ~NDYA)
Pes. Gushanic

Phes. Mo (moy)

:P.W\. K\gek_k‘& <k\\\“SEH‘kah\
US&J\AL



&
i

»

THE WHITE HOUSE 74
WASHINGTON

January 31, 1990

. INFORMATION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Through: CHRISS WINSTON O\b

From: MARK W. DAVIS /D
Subject: Prayer Breakfast

I. Summary:

You will address four thousand people at the National Prafgi'
Breakfast at the Washington Hilton at 8 a.m., February 1.
Your remarks are about seven minutes long, and are on cards.

II. Discussion:

Your brief remarks will follow a speech -- on religious faith --.
by Secretary Baker. This event is a little unusual in that it is
an event held in the "spirit of Christ," but many of the
attendees are of other faiths. The audience is about as diverse
as they can be -- from students, to Members of Congress, to the
heads of state of Bangladesh (Alhaj Hussain Mohammed Ershad),
Burundi (Major Pierre Buyoyo), El Salvador (President Alfredo
Cristiani) and Kenya (President Daniel arap Moi).
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Thank-you . . . Vice President and Mrs. Quayle, Senator
Grassley, Dr. and Mrs. Graham. Secretary Baker, that was an
inspiring testament of faith. '

((And we have several very special guests who have traveled
far to join us today in a ﬁrayerffor peace and understanding.
President [Daniel T.] Arap Moi [Moy] \\; President Ershad [Air-
SHAHD] \\; Major [Pierre] Buyoyo [Boo-YOYA] \\; President
[Alfredo] Cristiani\\; Prime Minister Kisekka [Kih-SEH-kah]. I

offer each of you a hearty welcome.\\\))

atheXx, I can't Help byt relate %o you

ittle boy who told his grahdaddy: VI gquess 3'll
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proposal hasn't got a prayer.\\ Well, I'm pleased to be with an oﬁﬁd\

audience about whom that will never be said.))\\\ \
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This breakfast is the result of years of quiet diplomacy
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from ambassadors of faith like Doug Coe ahd Bob Stump.\\ It was
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during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of Congress
first organized a prayer group. And for almost a half a century,
men and‘women in the House and Senate ——Members and staffers
alike -- have regularly met to share a few quiet moments of
prayer and Bible reading.\\

Today, we join together, through prayer in asking the
Almighty to guide us in His hands. We have with us today not

just Christians, but those of the Jewj h, Muslim, Hindu and
| ot (i SoiBor W he s
Buddhist faiths. ATI—ef—us_join tegether—imputting—aside.

dagtrine in greater spi , ‘ ites

. us.\\ We are united, because we believe that we cannot govern

alone.\\ We are united, because we believe that if we talk to
God, God listens.\\ And most of all, we are united because we
believe in the power of prayer -- And that if our prayers are for
peace, and we devote our hearts to that goal, then peace will be
the answer to our prayers.\\\\ |

The values that spring from our faith certainly tell us a
lot about this country. Consider that for more than two
centuries Americans have endorsed -- properly so -- the
separation of church and state. But we have also shown how both
religion and government can strengthen a society. After all, our
founding document bégins with these words: All men "are endowed

by their Creator with certain unalienable rights."

Some say that Washington is the ce
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or the minaret of a mosque - all reg%hlng upward, for the sanme
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Americans are a religious people. But a truly religious
nation is telerant. We cherish dissent. We cherish our many
faiths. We even cherish the right to disbelieve. So surely,
there is enough room in the American heart to cherish one more
right -- to allow children, who want to, to pray in school.\\\

A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. And a

close friend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies this

spirit of giving. It goes:

"I sought my soul but
mf soul T could not see
"I sought my God, but my
God eluded me
"I sought my brother and

found all three.®

Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, flndlng thelr
God, by reachlng out to their brothers and sisters in need

You've heard me speak of a Thousand Points of Light. Across the



o

4
country, Americans are working through their places of worship,
through community programs, or on their own, to help the hungry,
the homeless, to teach the unskilled, and to bring the words of
men, and the Word of God, to those who cannot read.

So I believe that this democracy of ours is once again
proving, as it has throughout our history, that when people are
free they use that freedom to serve the greater good and a higher
truth. As freedom blossoms in Eastern Europe and around the

world, I am convinced that the 1990s will be the decade of

rebirth -- a rebirth of faith and of hope.\\
That is my speech. And that is my prayer. Thank you, God

bless you and may God bless every nation represented)\ here today.
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v ThathYOu . . . Vice President and Mrs. Quayle, Senator

Grassley, Dr. and Mrs. Graham. Secretary Baker, that was an

- inspiring testament of faith.

" ((And we héve several very special guests who have traveled

far to join us today in a prayer for peace and understanding.

' President [Daniel T.] Arap Moi\\; President Ershad\\; Major

[Pierre] Buyoyo\\; President [Alfredo] Cristiani\\; Prime

Minister Kisekka [Kih-SEH-kah]. I offer each of you a hearty

»‘welcome.\\\))

((You know, as a grandfather, I can’t help but relate to you
the ta1é of the little boy who told his grandaddy: "I guess I'll
go outside and play baseball with éod.“ _

(("How do you play baseball with God?" the-grahdfather
asked. | |

(("Oh, it’s not hard at ali," the boy explained. "I just
throw the ball up and God throws it back down to me."))\\\

((It’s often said in my business that a candidate or a
proposal hasn’t got a prayer.\\ Well, I'm pleased to Be with an
audience about whom that will never be said.))\\\

This breakfast is the result df years of quiet diplomacy

from ambassadors of faith like Doug Coe and Bob Stump.\\ It was
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during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of Congress
first organized a prayer group. And for almost a half a century,
men and women in the House and Senate --Members and staffers
alike -- have regularly met to share a few quiet moments of
prayer and Bible reading.\)\

Today, we join together, through prayer in asking the
Almighty to guide us in His hands. We have wiph us today not
just Christians, but those of the Jewish,-M&e&égf Hindu and
Buddhist faiths. All of us join together in putting aside
doctrine in favor of the greater spirit of belief that unites
us.\\ We are united, because we believe that we cannot govern
alone.\\ We are united, because we believe that if we talk to
God, God listens.\\ And most of all, we are united because we
believe in the power of prayer -- And that if our prayers are for
peace, and we devote our hearts to that goal, then peace will be
the answegﬁ to our prayers.\\\\

The values that spring from our faith certainly tell us a
lot about this country. Consider that for more than two
centuries Americans have endorsed -- properly so -- the
separation of church and state. But we have also shown how both
religion and government can strengthen a society. After all, our
founding document begins with these words: All men "are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights."

Some say that Washington is the center of a secular religion
called politics. And it is true that the first thing you notice

about the skyline of this city is not another cathedral of St.
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Peters, or a Notre Dame or a Westminster, but the temples of
government. But look again. Survey the city from the top of the
Washington monument, and you will see the Gothic grandeur of the
National Cathedral. And in every neighborhood, on virtually
every street, the spires of a church, or the dome of a synagogue,
or the minaret of a mosque -- all reaching upward, for the same
God.

Americans are a religious people. But a truly religious
nation is tolerant. We cherish dissent. We cherish our many
faiths. We even cherish the right to disbelieve. So surely,
there is enough room in the American heart to cherish one more
right -- to allow children, who want to, to pray in school.\\\

A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. And a
close friend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies this

spirit of giving. It goes:

"I sought my soul but
my soul I could not see
"I sought my God, but my
God eluded me
"I sought my brother and

found all three."

Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding their
God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.

You’'ve heard me speak of a Thousand Points of Light. Across the
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country Americans are working through their places of worship,

through)community programs, or on their own, to help the hungry,
the homeless, to teach the unskilled, and to bring the words of
men, and the Word of God, to those who cannot read.

So I believe that this democracy of ours is once again
proving, as it has throughout our history, that when people are
free they use that freedom to serve the greater good and a higher
truth. As freedom blossoms in Eastern Europe and around the
world, I am convinced that the 1990s will be the decade of
rebirth -- a rebirth of faith and of hope.\\

That is my speech. And that is my prayer. Thank you, God

bless you and may God bless every nation represented here today.
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Thank you, Senator Grassley, Dr. and Mrs. Graham, Reverend

and Mrs. Bagby. Secretary Baker, that was an inspiring testament

of faith.

((And we have several very special guests who have traveled

far to join us today in a prayer for peace and understanding.

Major [Pierre] Buyoya \\; President [Alfredo] Christiani LT

President Ershad \\; and President [Daniel T.] Arap Moi \\. I

offer each of you a hearty welcome.\\\))
((I also understand that (&

accepted the invitation to this nee

90M”1A Gl

few non-believeyé have graciously

I hope you'll

forgive me if I retell the old tale of the agnostic and the

bishop who were deep in conversation one evening at a social

occasion, when the agnostic's eyes fell on a beautiful globe of

the world that portrayed, in rich colors and vivid realism,

continents, rivers and oceans.

((The agnostic said: "This globe is just what I need for my

office. Who made it?"

(("Why, nobody made this globe," said the bishop with

feigned innocence.

"It just happened!"\\\))

Well, one thing that didn't just happen is the National

Prayer Breakfast.

It is the result of years of quiet diplomacy
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from ambassadois of faith like Doug Coe and Bob Stump.\\ It was
during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of Congress
first organized a prayer group. And for almost a half a century,
men and women in the House and Senate -- Members and staffers

alike =-- have regularly met to share a few quiet moments of
W@N" prayer and Bible reading. -Amd~T & proud-to—tell—you tHIt—there—
F‘xtas} . ' ' :
PR every—eek—in—the White—tomser\\ . .
W . 7ﬁtlﬂhmz#u§
1" 5 1 1

. . m
&s )‘\d“ . Joday, we join together, MM

10&0»11;‘4»&4»#\0”“-
i 3 we have with us today not just Christians, but
oA\t = gul,gt

lX‘, Wthose of the Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist faiths.

m ¢ %us put.ﬁ"aslide doctrine in favor of the greater spirit of belief

that unites us.\\ We are united, because we believe that we

Wi |
cannot govern alone.\\ We are united, because we believe that if

we talk to God, God listens.\\ And most of all, we are unite feontd
' wmwapam-%ﬁuf' Mm&vgﬂ-m thatqon!
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because we believeAeh-u'b_ if our prayers are for peace,Athen peace

... 9™ Cam Be :
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-—-—-5.,___ There is a misconception that the separation of church and
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ﬂhﬂ“ E‘I state _in America means that the values that animate our politics

religion called politic nd it
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But look again. Survey the city from the top of the Washington

foooéy monument, and you will see in every neighborhood, on virtually
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every street, the sharp spire of a church, or the dome of a
synagogue, or the minaret of a mosque -- all reaching upward, for
the same one God.

Americans are a religious people. But a truly religious
nation is tolerant. We cherish dissent. We cherish our many
faiths. We even cherish the right to disbelief. So surely,
there is enough room in the American heart to cherish one more
right -- to allow children, who want to, to pray in school.\\\

A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. And a
close friend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies this

spirit of giving. It goes:

"I sought my soul but
my soul I could not see
"I sought my God, but my
God eluded me
"I sought my brother and

found all three."

Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding their
God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.
You've heard me speak of the Thousand Points of Light. Across
America volunteers are working through their church, through
programs like ACTION and VISTA, or on their own, to help the

hungryi the houweless, to teach the unskilled, and to bring the

Wor o those who cannot read. 1!v
a\%w owd Ht M;d“w,
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That is my speech. And that is my prayer. Thank you, God

-

bless you.
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Thank you, Senator Grassley, Dr..and Mrs. Graham, Reverend
and Mrs. Bagby. Secretary Baker, that was an inspiring testament
of faith.

((And we have several very special guests who have traveled
.far to join us today in a praye% for peéce and understanding.
Major [Pierre] Buyoya \\: President [Alfredo] Christiani \\;
President Ershad \\; and President [Daniel T.] Arap Moi \\. I
offer each of you a hearty welcome.\\\))

((I also understand that a few non-believers have graciously
accepted the invitation to this meeting. So I hope you'll
forgive me if I retell the old tale of the agnostic and the
bishop who were deep in conversation one evening at a social
occasion, when the agnostic's eyes fell on a beautiful globe of
the world that portrayed, in rich colors and vivid realism,
contihents, rivers and oceans.

((The agnostic said: "This globe is just what I need for my
office. Who made it?"

(("Why, nobody made this globe," said the 5ishop with
feigned innocence. "It just happéned!"\\\))

Well, one thing that didn't just happen is the National

Prayer Breakfast. It is the result of years of quiet diplomacy
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from ambassadoi's of faith like Doug Coe and Bob Stump.\\ It was
during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of Congress
first organized a prayer group. And for almost a half a century,
men and women in the House and Senate -- Members and staffers
alike -- have regularly met to share a few quiet moments of
prayer and Bible reading. And I am proud to tell you that there
is yet another Bible study group in Washington, one that meets
every week in the White House.\\

Today, we join together, as the program says, "in the Spirit
of Christ." But we have with us today not just Christians, but
those of the Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist faiths. So let
us put aside doctrine in favor of the greater spirit of belief
that uniteé us.\\ We are united, because we believe that we
cannot govern alone.\\ We are united, because we believe that if
we talk to God, God listens.\\ And most of all, we are united
because we believe that if our prayers are for peace, then peace
will be the answers to our prayers.\\\\

There is a misconception that the separation of church and
state in America means that the values that animate our politics
must be as secular as our institutions.

Still; others say that Washington is the center §f a secular
religion called politics. And it is true that the skyline of
this city is dominated not by another cathedral of St. Petérs, or
a Notre Dame or a Westminster, but by the temples of governmént.
But look again. Survey the city from the top of the Washington

monument, and you will see in every neighborhood, on virtually
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every street, the sharp spire of a church, or the dome of a
synagogue, or the minaret of a mosque -- all reaching upward, for
the same one God.

Americans are a religious people. But a truly religious
nation is tolerant. We cherish dissent. We cherish our many
faiths. We even cherish the right to disbelief. So surely,
there is enough room in the Americah heart to cherish one more
right --- to allow children, who want to, to pray in school.\\\

A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. And a .
close friend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies this

spirit of giving. It goes:

"I sought my soul but
my soul I could not see
"I sought my God, but my
God eluded me
"I sought my brother and

found all three."

Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding their
God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.
You've heard me speak of the Thousand Points of Light. Across
America volunteers are working through their church, through
programs like ACTION and VISTA, or on their own, to help the
hungry, the homeless, to ﬁeach the unskilled, and to bring the

Word to those who cannot read it.
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So I believe that this democracy of ours proves an ironic
fact about human nature -- when people are free to believe as
they choose, they serve a higher truth. And with the spread of
democracy around the world,~I believe that the 1990s will be the
decade that the world turms back to God.\\
That is my speech. And that is my prayer. Thank you, God

bless you and may God every nation represented here today.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 30, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINS

TON
L/
FROM: JIM PINKER

SUBJECT: National Prayer Breakfast Draft Speech

A few comments:

pg. 1, para. 2, linas 1

We believe that the cost of poking fun at agnostics is not
worth the benefits -- 2specially in a speech stressing tolerance.
Therefore, we suggest omitting this joke.

;5,3 "Thousand Points of Light"

A suggestion: Every so often, in speeches that are not
major addresses, we should return to the original Peggy Noonan
meaning of this phrase -- to re-explain (to the public and to
ourselves) just what it means and where the image comes from.
Making the connection between volunteerism and points of light
spread out across a peaceful sky will help prevent the phrase
from being drained of meaning through reptition.

4,1,1 "So I believe that this democracy of ours proves an
ironic fact about human nature -- when people are free to believe

as they choose, they serve a higher truth."

The fact is not ironic -- an irony being the use of speech
in which the meaning is contrary to the words. It is more like a
paradox -- an apparent contradiction that expresses a truth. The
word "ironic" often conveys an intent to mock, which, of course,
is not the intent here. Therefore, we suggest: "So I believe
that this demccracy of ours proves, paradoxically, that when
people are free..."

HaH
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Thank you, Senator Grassley, Dr. and Mrs. Graham, Reverend
and Mrs. Bagby. Secretary Baker, that was an inspiring testament
of faith.

((And we have several very special guests who have traveled
far to join us today in a prayer for peace and understanding.
Major [Pierre] Buyoya \\; President [Alfredo] Christiani \\?
President Ershad \\; and President [Daniel T.] Arap Moi \\. I
offer each of you a hearty welcome.\\\))

((I also understand that a few non-believers have graciously
accepted the invitation to this meeting. So I hope you'll
forgive me if I retell the old tale of the agnostic and the ’7
bishop who were deep in conversation one evening at a social
occasion, when the agnostic's eyes fell on a beautiful globe of
the world that portrayed, in rich colors and vivid realism,
continents, rivers and oceans.

((The agnostic said: "This globe is just what I need for my
office. Who made it?"

(("Why, nobody made this globe," said the bishop with
feigned innocence. "It just happened!"\\\))

Well, one thing that didn't just happen is the National

Prayer Breakfast. It is the result of years of quiet diplomacy
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from ambassadoi's of faith like Doug Coe and Bob Stump.\\ It was
during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of congress
first organized a prayer group.. And for almost a half a century,
men and women in the House aﬂd Senate -- Members and staffers
alike -- have regularly met to shére a few quiet moments of
prayer and Bible reading. And I am proud to tell you that there
is yet another Bible study group in Washington, one that meets
every week in the White House.\\

Today, we join together, as the program says, "in the Spirit
of Christ." But we ﬁave with us today not just Christians, but
those of the Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist faiths. So let
us put aside doctrine in favor of the greater spirit of belief

that unites us.\\ We are united, because we believe that we

cannot govern alone.\\ We are united, because we believe that if

we talk to God, God listens.\\ And most of all, we are united
because we believe that if our prayers are for peace, then peace
will be the answers to our prayers.\\\\

There is a misconception that the separation of church and
state in America means that the Valués that animate our politics
must be as secular as our institutions.

Still, others say that Washington is the center of a secular

religion called politics. And it is true that the skyline of

this city is dominated not by another cathedral of St. Petérs, or

" a Notre Dame or a Westminster, but by the temples of goverhmént.

But look again. Survey the city from the top of the Washington

monument, and you will see in every neighborhood, on virtually
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every street, the sharp spire of a church, or the dome of a
synagogue, or the minaret of a mosque -- all reaching upward, for
the same one God.

Americans are a religiéﬁs people. But a truly religious
nation is tolerant. We cherish dissent. We cherish our many
faiths. We even cherish the right to disbelief. So surely,
there is enough room in the American heart to cherish one more
right -- to allow'children, who want to, to pray imn school.\\\

A truly religious nation is aiso a giving nation. And a
close friend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies this

spirit of giving. It goes: -

"T sought my soul but
my soul I could not see
"I sought my God, but my
God eluded me
"I sought my brother and

found all three.”

Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding their
God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.
You've heard ﬁerspeak of the Thousand Points of Light; Across
America voiunteers are working through their church, through
programs like ACTION and VISTA, or on their own, to help the
hungry, the howeless, to teach the unskilled, and to bring the

Word to those who cannot read it.
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So I believe that this democracy of ours proves an ironic

fact about human nature -- when people are free to believe as
they choose, they serve a higher truth. And with the spread
democracy around the world,~I believe that the 1990s will be

wirom MN"‘“”W?H'
decade, that the world turns back to God.\\

of
a

tie

That is my speech. 9And that is my prayer. Thank you, God

oL’

bless you and may Godngvery nation represented here today.

[
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SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: National Prayer Breakfast

Coursel's Office makes no legal objection to these excellent
remarks. We do note that a word ("bless"?) was omitted
inadvertently from the last sentence of the draft.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this address.

cc: James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President and
Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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Thank you, Senator Graésley, Dr. and Mrs. Graham, Reverend
and Mrs. Bagby. Secretary Baker, that was an inspiring testament
~of faith.

((And we have several very special guests who have'traveled
far to join us today in a prayer for peéce and understanding.
Major [Pierre] Buyoya \\; President [Alfredo] Christiani \\:
President Ershad \\; and President [Daniel T.] Arap Moi \\. I
offer each of you a hearty welcome.\\\))

((I aiso understand that a few non-believers have graciously
accepted the invitation to this meeting. So I hope-you'll
forgive me if I retell the old tale of the agnostic and the
bishop who were deep in cohversation one evening at a social
occasion, when the agnostic's eyes fell on a beautiful globe of
the world that portrayed, in richvcolors and vivid realism,
continents, rivers and ocean$.

((The agnostic said: "This globe is just what I need for By
office. Who made it?"

(("Why, nobody made this globe," said the bishop with
feigned innocence. "It just happened!"\\\))

Well, one thing that didn't just happen is the National

' Prayer Breakfast. It is the result of years of quiet diplomacy

™
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from ambassadoi's of faith like Doug Coe and Bob Stump.\\ It was
during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of Congress
first organized a prayer group. And for almost a half a century,
men and women in the House_éhd,Senate -—- Members and staffers
alike -- have regularly met io share a few quiet moments of
prayer and Bible reading. And I am proud to tell you that there
is yet another Bible study'group in Washington, one that meets
every week in the White House.\\

Today, we join together,‘aé-the program says, "in the Spirit
of Christ." But we have with us today not just Christians, but
those of the Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist faiths. So let .
us put aside doctrine in favor of the greater spirit of belief
that unites us.\\ We are united, because we believe that we
cannot govern alone.\\ We are united, Because we believe that if
we talk to God, God listens.\\ And most of all, we are united
because we believe that if our prayers are for peace, then peace
will be the answers to our prayers.\\\\

There is a misconception that the separation of church and
state in America means that the values that animate our politics
must be as secular as our institutions.

Still; others say that Washington is the center of a secular
religion called politics. And it is true that the skyline of
this city is dominated not by another cathedral of St. Peters, or
a Notre Dame or a Westminster, but by the temples of government.
But look again. Survey the city from the top of the Washington

monument, and you will see in every neighborhood, on virtually
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every street, the sharp spire of a church, or the dome of a
synagogue, or the minaret of a mosque -- all reaching upward, for
the same one Gpd. |

Americans are a religiéﬁs people. But a truly religious
nation is tolerant. We cherish dissent. We cherish our many
faiths. We even cherish the right to disbelief. So surely,
there is enough room in the American heart to cherish one more
right -- to allow'children, who want to, to pray in school.\\\

"A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. And a
close‘ffiend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies this

spirit of giving. It goes:

"I sought my soul but
my soul I could not see
"I sought my God, but my
God eluded me
"I sought my brother and

found all three.™®

Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding their
God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.
You've heard me speak of the Thousand Points of Light; Across -
América volunteers are working through their church, through
programs like ACTION and VISTA, or on their own, to help the
hungry, the howeless, to teach the unskilled, and to bring the

Word to fhose who cannot.réad it.
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So I believe that this democracy of ours proves an ironic
fact about human nature -- when people are free to believe as
they choose,'they serve a higher truth. And with the spread of
democracy around the world, I believe that the 1990s will be the
decade that the world turns back to God.\\
That is my speech. And that is my prayer. Thank you, God

bless you and may God every nation represented here today.
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Thank you, Senator Grassley, Dr. and Mrs. Graham, Reverend
and Mrs. Bagby. Secretary Baker, that was an inspiring testament
of faith.

((And we have several very special guests who have traveled
far to join us today in a prayer for peace and understanding.
Major [Pierre] Buyoya \\; President [(Alfredo] Christiani \\:
President Ershad \\; and President [Daniel T.] Arap Moi \\. I
offer each of you a hearty welcome.\\\))

((I also understand that a few non-believers have graciously
accepted the invitation to this meeting. So I hope you'll
forgive me if I retell the old tale of the agnostic and the
bishop who were deep in conversation one evening at a social
occasion, when the agnostic's eyes fell on a beautiful globe of
the world that portrayed, in rich colors and vivid realism,
continents, rivers and oceans.

((The agnostic said: "This globe is just what I need for my
office. Who made it?"

(("Why, nobody made this globe," said the bishop with
feigned innocence. "It just happened!"\\\))

Well, one thing that didn't just happen is the National

Prayer Breakfast. It is the result of years of quiet diplomacy
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from ambassadoi's of faith like Doug Coe and Bob Stump.\\ It was
during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of Congress
first organized a prayer group. And for almost a half a century,
men and women in the House and Senate -- Members and staffers
alike -- have regularly met to share a few quiet moments of
prayer and Bible reading. And I am proud to tell you that there
is yet another Bible study group in Washingtom;, one that meets
every week in the White House.\\ {; ﬁl§!ﬁﬁQ(j,

Today, we join together, as the progrgghéays; "in the Spirit
of Christ." But we have with”us today not just Christians, but
those of the Jewish, Mae&fé} Hindu and Buddhist faiths. So let
us put aside doctrine in favor of the greater spirit of belief
that unites us.\\ We are united, because we believe that we
cannot govern alone.\\ We are united, because we believe that if
we talk to God, God listens.\\ And most of all, we are united
because we believe that if our prayers are for peace, then peace
will be the answers to our prayers.\\\\

There is a misconception that the separation of church and
state in America means that the values that animate our politics
must be as secular as our institutions.

Still, others say that Washington is the center of a secular
religion called politics. And it is true that the skyline of
this city is dominated not by another cathedral of St. Peters, or
a Notre Dame or a Westminster, but by the temples of government.
But look again. Survey the city from the top of the Washington

monument, and you will see in every neighborhood, on virtually
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every street, the sharp spire of a church, or the dome of a

synagogue, or the minaret of a mosque -- all reaching upward}?;g:

the same7 God. ‘rpwa/‘)

Americans are a rellglous people. 4"! a truly rellglous

natiop*ls tolerant. We cherish dissent. We cizfi:t;our many “ng
/ v
faiths. We even cherish the right to disbelie O surely, X

3
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there is enough room in the American heart to cherish one mor

right -- to allow children, who want to, to pray in school.\\\
A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. And a

close friend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies

spirit of giving. It goes:

"I sought my soul but

32; }’:;( *;;f:’

my soul I could not see
"I sought my God, but my
God eluded me o
"I sought my brother and / \\\

found all three."

, | )
Thousands of Americans 3t£f;inding é&eiruggul; finding
/ \

God, by reaching out to the[r brothers and sisters in need.

You've heard me speak of ousand Points of Light. AcrOSS'+k*

ad t .W"'(a
America V0lumteers are working through their ch, /

piﬂqgEﬁ;:;Ek!'!ET!Oﬁ-aad-EISIA, or on their own, to

hungry, the houeless, to teach the unskilled, a to bring the
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So I believe that this democracy of ours proves an

fact about human nature -- when people are free to belieye as
they choose, they serve a higher truth. And with thqﬂépread of
democracy around the world, I believe that the 1990§5v111 be the
decade that the world turns back to God.\\ ’

That is my speech. And that is my prayer. Thank you, God

bless you and may Godtpverﬁ\pation represented here today.
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Thank you, Senator Grassley, Dr. and Mrs. Graham, Reverend
and Mrs. Bagby. Secretary Baker, that was an inspiring testament
of faith.

((And we have several very special guests who have traveled
far to join us today in a prayer for peace and understanding.

They—aTE? Major Pierre Buyoya, President of Burundi\\; President

Alfredo Christiani of El Salvador\\; President Ershad of ) A

[~ 4
Bangladesh\\; and President Daniel T. Arap Moi of Kenya.\\ éet VULL{
us give these distinguished visitors our heartiest welcome.\\\))

((I also understand that a few non-believers have graciously
accepted the invitation to this meeting. So I hope you'll
forgive me if I retell the old tale of the agnostic and the
bishop who were deep in conversation one evening at a social
occasion, when the agnostic's eyes fell on a beautiful globe of
the world that portrayed, in rich colors and vivid realism,
continents, rivers and oceans.

((The agnostic said: "This globe is just what I need for my
office. Who made it?"

(("Why, nobody made this globe," said the bishop with

feigned innocence. "It just happened!"\\\))
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Well, one thing that didn't just happen is the National
Prayer Breakfast. It is the result of years of quiet diplomacy
from ambassadors of faith like Doug Coe and Bob Stump.\\ It was
during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of Congress
first organized a prayer group. And for almost a half a century,
men and women in the House and Senate -- Members and staffers
alike -- have regularly met to share a few quiet moments of
prayer and Bible reading. And I am proud to tell you that there
is yet another Bible study group in Washington, one that meets
every week in the White House.\\

Today, we join together, as the program says, "in thé Spirit
of Christ." But we have with us today not just Christians, but
those of the Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist faiths. So let
us put aside doctrine in favor of the greater spirit of belief
that unites us.\\ We are united, because we believe that we
cannot govern alone.\\ We are united, because we believe that if
we talk to God, God listens.\\ And most of all, we are united
because we believe that if our prayers are for peace, then peace
will be the answers to our prayers.\\\\

There is a misconception that the separation of church and
state in America means that the values that animate our politics
must be as secular as our institutions. thé’iébn6gﬁknly wrong.,
ILBgliéve\itfig\EEpogsiglg, Eor Eﬁé values we treasure --
juffisgffﬁgfcy, charity —-- come-When we gi;ééfggﬁégzzz§§§%§£;>

N ‘
greater thaanurselggs.
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Still,j§§§e say that Washington is the center of a secular
religion called politics. And it is true that the skyline of
this city is dominated not by another cathedral of St. Peters, or
a Notre Dame or a Westminster, but by the temples of government.
But look again. Survey the city from the top of the Washington
monument, and you will see in every neighborhood, on virtually
every street, the sharp spire of a church, or the dome of a
synagogue, or the minaret of a mosque -- all reaching upward, for
the same one God.

Americans are a religious people. But a truly religious
nation is tolerant. We cherish dissent. We cherish our many
faiths. We even cherish the right to disbelief. So surely,
there is enough room in the American heart to cherish one more
right -- to allow children, who want to, to pray in school.\\\

A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. And a
close friend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies this

spirit of giving. It goes:

"I sought my soul but
ny soul I could not see
"T sought my God, but my
God eluded me
"T sought my brother and

found all three."
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Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding their
God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.
You've heard me speak of the Thousand Points of Light. Across
America volunteers are working through their church, through
programs like ACTION and VISTA,‘or on their own, to help the
hungry, the homeless, to teach the unskilled, and to bring the
Word to those who cannot read it.

So I believe that this democracy of ours proves an ironic
fact about human nature -- when people are free to believe as
they choose, they serve a higher truth. And with the spread of
democracy around the world, I believe that the 1990s will be the
decade that the world turns back to God.\\

That is my speech. And that is my prayer. Thank you, God

bless you and may God every nation represented here today.
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Thank you, Senator Grassley, Dr. and Mrs. Graham, Reverend
and Mrs. Bagby. Secretary Baker, that was an inspiring testament
of faith.

((And we have several very>specia1 guests who have traveled
far to join us today in a prayef for peace and understanding.
Major [Pierre] Buyoya \\; President [Alfredo] Christiani \\7
President Ershad \\; and President [Daniel T.] Arap Moi \\. I
offer each of you a hearty welcome.\\\))

((I also understand that a few non-believers have graciously
accepted the invitation to this meeting. So I hope you'll
forgive me if I retell the o0ld tale of the agnostic and the

bishop who were deep in conversation one evening at a social

occasion, when the agnostic's eyes fell on a beautiful globe of

the world that portrayed, in rich colors and vivid realism,
continents, rivers and oceans.

((The agnostic said: "This globe is just what I need for my
office. Who madé itzn
k("WhY, nobody made this globe," said the bishop with
feigned innocence. "It just happened!"\\\))

Weli, one thing that didn't just happén is the National

Prayer Breakfast. It is the result of years of quiet diplomacy
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from ambassadoi's of faith like Doug Coe and Bob Stump.\\ It was
during the darkest days of World War Two that Members of Congress
first organized a prayer group. And for almost a half a century,
men and women in the House and Senate -- Members and staffers
alike -- have regularly met to share a few quiet moments of
prayer and Bible reading. And I am proud to tell you that there
is yet another Bible study group in Washington, one that meets
every week in the White House.\\

Today, we join togéther, as the program says, "in the Spirit
of Christ." But we have with us today hot just Christians, but
those of the Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist faiths. So let.
us put aside doctrine in favor of the greater spirit of belief
that unites us.\\ We are united, because we believe that we
cannot govern alone.\\ We are united, because we believe that if
we talk to God, God listens.\\ And most of all, we are united
because we believe that if our prayers are for peace, then peace
will be the answers to our prayers.\\\\

There is a misconception that the separation of church and
stéte in America means that the values that animate our politics
must-be as secular as our institutions.

Still, others say that Washington is the center of a secular
religion called politics. And it is true that the skyline of
this city is dominated not by another cathedral of St. Peters, or
a Notre Dame or a Wéstminster, but by the temples of government.
But look again. Survey the city from the top of the Washington

monument, and you will see in every neighborhood, on virtually
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every street, the sharp spire of a church, or the dome of a
synagogue, or the minaret of a mosque -- all reaching upward, for
the same one God.

Americans are a religious people. But a truly religious
nation is tolerant. We cherish dissent.. We cherish our many
faitlis. We even cherish the right to disbelief. So surely,
there is enough room in the American heart to cherish one more
right -- to allow children, who want to, to pray in school.\\\

A truly religious nation is also a giving nation. And a
close friend of mine sent me a poem that eloquently embodies this

spirit of giving. It goes:

"I soﬁght my soul but
my soul i could not see
"I sought my God, but my
God eluded me
"I sought my brother and

found all three."

Thousands of Americans are finding their soul, finding their
God, by reaching out to their brothers and sisters in need.
You've heard me speak of the Thousand Points of Light. Across

America VOlunteers are working through their church, through

programs like ACTION and VISTA, or on their own, to help the

hungry, the howmeless, to teach the unskilled, and to bring the

Word to those who cannot read it.
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So I believe that this democracy of ours proves an ironic
fact about human nature -- when people are free to believe as
they choose, they serve a higher truth. And with the spread of
democracy around the world, -I believe that the 1990s will be the
decade that the world turns back to God.\\
That is my speech. And that is my prayer. Thank you, God

bless you and may God every nation represented here today.



