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((WE ARE HERE TODAY TO CELEBRATE THE 25TH

ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA -- THOUGH SOME WILL TELL YOU THAT
REMEMBERING DATES IS NOT MY STRONG SUIT.\\\ But I
WOULDN'T MISS THIS ANNIVERSARY FOR THE WORLD.))

IT WAS A QUARTER OF A CENTURY AGO TODAY, SHORTLY
AFTER PRESIDENT JOHNSON SIGNED VISTA INTO LAW, THAT THE
FIRST VOLUNTEERS STARTED THEIR SERVICE. Topay, 100,000
AMERICANS OF ALL AGES AND BACKGROUNDS CAN PROUDLY SAY:
"I was A VISTA VOLUNTEER."
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AND EVEN AT THIS VERY MOMENT, THERE ARE MORE THAN
3,000 VOLUNTEERS AT WORK IN MORE THAN 650
NEIGHBORHOODS. FROM THE HOLLOWS OF APPALACHIA, TO THE
'MOUNTAINS OF NEw MEXICO, TO THE CITY STREETS OF NEW
YORK AND Los ANGELES -- THESE VISTA VOLUNTEERS WORK

LONG HOURS ON SHORT PAY. AND THEY WORK ONE COMMUNITY,
ONE BLOCK, ONE CHILD AT A TIME.

-4 -
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, PRESIDENT JOHNSON CHARGED
VISTA VOLUNTEERS WITH A TOUGH MISSION, COMMITTING YOU

"TO GUIDE THE YOUNG, TO COMFORT THE SICK, TO ENCOURAGE
THE DOWNTRODDEN, TO TEACH THE SKILLS WHICH MAY LEAD TO
A MORE REWARDING LIFE."

THAT WAS YOUR MISSION THEN, AND THAT IS YOUR
MISSION TODAY.

- -~
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EVERY TIME A KID LEARNS TO READ, YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE. =~
EVERY TIME A HOMELESS FAMILY FINDS SHELTER, YOU MAKE A

DIFFERENCE. AND EVERY TIME A TROUBLED PERSON STAYS OFF
DRUGS, YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR ALL AMERICANS.\\\

"

I KNOW HOW MUCH BARBARA'S LITERACY WORK MEANS TO
HER. AND SHE OFTEN TALKS TO ME ABOUT WHAT VOLUNTEERS
ARE DOING AROUND THE COUNTRY. So I kNOoW, YOU DO GIVE A
LOT -- BUT YOU ARE NOT GIVING DIGNITY, FOR DIGNITY

CANNOT BE CONFERRED.

- |x

YOu ARE NOT GIVING EDUCATION, BECAUSE EDUCATION MUST BE

&

ACQUIRED. YOU ARE NOT BESTOWING AMBITION, BECAUSE
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AMBITION CAN ONLY COME FROM WITHIN. WHAT THE MEN AND
WOMEN OF VISTA DO ACHIEVE IS EVEN MORE MIRACULOUS --

i

YOU IMPART TO SO MANY DISADVANTAGED AMERICANS THE MEANS
TO BUILD PRIDE, TO EARN A DEGREE OR SKILL, TO BELIEVE w
IN THEMSELVES. S
FOR AN INDIVIDUAL, DIGNITY COMES WHEN HE REALIZES
THAT HE IS THE TRUE AUTHOR OF HIS DESTINY. |
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FOR A TROUBLED COMMUNITY, IT COMES BY FINDING
LEADERSHIP FROM WITHIN. SO YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS COME AS
MUCH FROM THE POWER OF SELF-CONFIDENCE, AS THEY DO FROM

MATERIAL ASSISTANCE. SOUNDS LIKE A MIRACLE. AND
PERHAPS IT IS -- A MIRACLE THAT COMES FROM CARING.

-8 -

A FEW WHO CARE ENOUGH TO VOLUNTEER ARE WITH US
TODAY: ANDREW JACOB, WHO WORKS WITH AT-RISK STREET
YOUTH IN BRUNSWICK, MAINE; Drana LOPEZ, WHO WENT
STRAIGHT FROM YALE TO WORK WITH LAKOTA SIoux AND OTHER
NATIVE AMERICANS IN SouTH DAkoTA; DAMITA WELLS, WHO
RECRUITS TUTORS FOR PRISON INMATES IN NASHVILLE.

AND FINALLY THERE IS Nrck FLORES, WHO COUNSELS POOR
RURAL RESIDENTS IN New MExIico; wHO IS DEEPLY INVOLVED

IN DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE PREVENTION; AND WHO HELPS
DIRECT A FOOD SERVICE FOR THE HUNGRY.
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I RecArRD NICK AS A VERY SPECIAL VOLUNTEER, BECAUSE NIcK
SUFFERED A TERRIBLE INJURY IN A CAR ACCIDENT PRIOR TO
HIS ASSIGNMENT WITH VISTA. I SUPPOSE NO ONE WOULD HAVE
BLAMED HIM IF HE HAD FOCUSED ONLY ON HIMSELF, ONLY ON
HIS NEEDS. BuT NOoT Nick FLORES. HE WOULD RATHER SERVE
OTHERS. S0 Now NICK’'S OUT ON THE FRONT LINES,

HELPING -- AND BUILDING =-- AND CARING -- FOR FOLKS FROM
Las CRUCES CLEAR UP TO SANTA FE.

- 10 -
PERHAPS NICK BELIEVES LIKE SO MANY VISTA VOLUNTEERS
THAT RECOGNIZING SOMETHING GREATER THAN OURSELVES IS
WHAT REALLY MATTERS. OR TO PUT IT AS I HAVE BEFORE:
" FROM NOW ON IN AMERICA, ANY DEFINITION OF A
SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE SERVICE TO OTHERS."
THIS IS WHAT ATTRACTS MEN AND WOMEN TO VISTA. THEY
ARE THE TRUE ACTIVISTS. YOU DON’'T OFTEN SEE THEM,
BECAUSE THEY ARE OFF, HELPING OTHERS, IN THE MOST
UNLIKELIEST PLACES. |

ke




-11 -
You DON'T OFTEN HEAR FROM THEM, BECAUSE THEY ARE TO0O

MODEST TO BRAG. AND YOU DON’'T OFTEN NOTICE THEM AT
WORK, BECAUSE THEIRS IS A QUIET MISSION. BUT TOGETHER,
THEY ARE MOVING THIS COUNTRY FORWARD.

SO WHEN I TALK OF THE THOUSAND POINTS OF LIGHT,
PLEASE KNOW THAT NO LIGHT IS BRIGHTER OR MORE DAZZLING
THAN THE VISTA VOLUNTEERS.

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO, GOD BLESS YOUu AND GobD
BLESS AMERICA.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: SIS ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: . = 01/23/90
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: igf?ziNgi\;giSi?Z}OF VISTA
ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI

VICE PRESIDENT o & MCCLURE N/C v o
SUNUNU 0 { NEWMAN o O
SCOWCROFT =] m] PORTER J|C o O
DARMAN o 0 ROGICH o A
BATES w» 0O UNTERMEYER m) a
CARD O Q/ ROGERS 0 w
CICCONI - D/ PINKERTON o a
DEMAREST J . PORTER ROSE - o
FITZWATER o o HINSTON > o
GRAY J 0 PETERSMEYER V O
HAGIN o 0O O O

RRRKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/25, with a copy to
my office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA, ROOSEVELT ROOM
1l p.m., Wednesday, January 31, 1990

v“ﬁ ( (Acknowledgements -- Assistant Secretary Aronson, Director
yr Jane Kenny, Director Patricia Rodgers. [[Tule giver!] Triba% A Jlth
«}ﬁ Chairman Nicole Larsen. Senator Dodd.” Senator Rockefelter -- I
A Cred 4He 28 Vi ta Voluwdeams w heo

know this must be a special day for you.)) s fre=to oy hona

((We are here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -- though some will tell you that remembering dates is not
my strong suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the
world.))

“oct

It was a quarter of a century ago this—;:gth, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first
V%lunteers started their service. Today, 100,000 Americans of
all ages and backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA
Volunteer. "

And even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. From the
hollows of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the
city streets of New York and Los Angeles -- these VISTA
Volunteers work long hours on short pay. And they work one

community, one block, one child at a time.
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Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
Vélunteers with a tough mission, committing you "to guide the
young, to comfort the sick, to encourage the downtrodden, to
teach the skills which may lead to a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then, and that is your mission today.

Learno

Every time a kid,to read, you make a difference. Every
é@;ﬁm
tim You finds shelter for-a-family, you make a difference. And

a Yovvnled s parse~ Sto
every time yoeu keep—a—kid off drugs, you make a difference for

all Americans.\\\
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I know how much Barbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often talks to me about what volunteers are doing around the
country. So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not giving
dignity, for dignity cannot be conferred. You are not giving
education, because education must be g&%ﬁ:ﬁ?i_You are not
bestowing ambition, because ambition can only come from within.
What the men and women of VISTA do achieve is even more
miraculous -- you impart to so many disadvantaged Americans the
means to build pride, to earn a degree or skill, to believe in
themselves.

For an individual, dignity comes when he realizes that he is

the true author of his destiny. For a troubled community, it
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comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much from the power of self-confidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is -
- a miracle that comes from caring.

A few who care enough to volunteer are with us today:
Andrew Jacob, who works with at-risk street youth in Brunswick,
Maine; Diana Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with
Lakota Sioux and other Native Americans in South Dakota; Damita

recrua®s
Wells, whq1tutorsﬂprison inmates in Nashville; Sandra-Jellison—
7 uc

Then there is Margaret Paye, who reti rom a 33-year

career as an educator and scho Structor, but who didn't

retire from the servi of others. w she's as busy as ever,

helping/lewffﬁgbme women and children aé\E\qpelter in Syracuse.

And finally there is Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer, because
Nick suffered a terrible injury in a car accident before he
joined VISTA. I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his needs. But not Nick Flores.
He would rather serve others. So now ﬁéck's out on the front

lines, helping -- and building -- and caring -- for folks from

Las Cruces clear up to Santa Fe.
S
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W5 a5k
for=thre—money. ,No,—they do_it for love of ceuntry and-fellow—
Skt )
—man. And, Il suspect; they serve-for yet-another reason ———simply
Miee lire So m Vis b
for—the challenge of—it-all. PerhapsAthag,believquthat what 'V“Vdg’“
myg
really -matters—is—that-we-simply- recogniz¢ something greater than

I

! natleno - )
i ourselves,. Or to put it as I have before: From now on in

n
America, any definition of a successful life must include servhaj
14
to others.

This is what attracts yeune¢ men and women to VISTA. There-

{ e hi {stal £ Ehat T mp— ; _
-and-coming Gordon Gecko -- the character who personified greed in

—+the-movie Wall Street, -But we know the truth -- the young men

—and-women—of-America—are—involved. - They are the true activists.

You don't often see them, because they are off, helping others,

in the most unlikeliest places. You don't often hear from them,
because they are too modest to brag. And you don't often notice
them at work, because theirs is a quiet mission. But together,
they are moving this country forward.

So when I talk of the thousand points of light, please know
‘that no light is brighter or more dazzling than the VISTA
Volunteers.

Thank you for all you do, God bless you and God bless

America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release January 31, 1990

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
DURING CEREMONY TO CELEBRATE
THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA

The Roosevelt Room

1:05 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Let me welcome all of you and pay my
respects to Bernie Aronson, our Assistant Secretary of State, who is
with us today; ACTION Director Jane Kenny; Pat Rodgers, the VISTA
Director; Sarge Shriver was supposed to be here. Now, whether the
man is here or not, I don't know; I don't see him. But I do see
Senator Chris Dodd and Senator Jay Rockefeller -- and we are
delighted that you came for this. And is Tribal Chairman Nicole
Larsen here? I think. Right here. Welcome, Nicole. I know this
must be a special day for everybody =-- particularly for the 25 VISTA
volunteers who are our special guests of honor.

We're here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -~ though some will tell you that remembering dates isn't my
strong suit. (Laughter.) But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for
the world. :

It was a quarter of a century ago, shortly after
President Johnson signed - VISTA into law, that the first volunteers
started their service. And today, 100,000 Americans of all ages and
backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA volunteer." ‘

And even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
_volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. From the hollows
of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the city streets of
New York and Los Angeles -- these volunteers work long, long hours on
very short pay. And they work one community, one block, one child at
a time.

Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged the
VISTA volunteers with a tough mission, committing you -- and here's
what he said -- "to guide the young, to comfort the sick, to ,
encourage the downtrodden, to teach the the skills which may lead to
a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then and that certainly is your
mission today. Every time a kid learns to read, you make a
difference. Every time a homeless family finds shelter, you make a
difference. And every time a troubled person stays off drugs, you
make a difference for all Americans.

I know how much Barbara's work in literacy means to her
and to others. And she often talks about what volunteers are doing
around the country. So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not
giving dignity, for that cannot be conferred, or education, because
that must be acquired. You're not bestowing ambition because
ambition's got to come from within. What the men and women of VISTA
do achieve is even more miraculous -- you impart to so many
disadvantaged Americans the means to build pride, to earn a degree or
a skill, to believe in themselves.

For an individual, dignity comes when he realizgs that
he's the true author of his destiny. For a troubled community, it
comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements come

MORE
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as mugh frgm the power of self-confidence as they do from the
material side -- from material assistance. Sounds like a miracle.
Maybe it is. It is a miracle that comes from caring. ‘

Now, a few who care enough to volunteer are with us
today:; many, as a matter of fact. But Andrew Jacob, who works with
at-risk street youth in Brunswick, Maine; Damita Wells, who recruits
tutors for prison inmates in Nashville.

And finally, Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents out in New Mexico, who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention, and who helps direct a food service for the
hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer because he
suffered a terrible injury in a car accident prior to his assignment
with VISTA. And I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his own needs. But not Nick -- Nick
Flores. He would rather serve others. And so now he's out on the
front lines, helping, building and caring for people from Las Cruces
to Santa Fe.

Perhaps he believes, like so many VISTA volunteers, that
recognizing something greater than ourselves is what really matters.
Or to put it as I have before: "From now on in America, any
definition of a successful life must include serving others."

And that's what attracts men and women to VISTA,. True
activists. You don't often see them because they're off, helping
others in the most unlikeliest places. You don't often hear from
them because they're too modest to brag. And you don't often notice
them at work because theirs is a quiet mission. But together,
helping move this country forward.

So when I talk of the Thousand Points of Light, please
know that no light is more dazzling, brighter, than the VISTA
volunteers.

c . _I dropped by with Barbara to say thank you for all you
_ do, and God bless you. Of course, God bless the United states. ™ =~
Thank you very much. ' .

(Mrs. Bush administers the oath of service to the new
Vista volunteers.) (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: I forgot to mention the person with whom
I work most closely in the White House involving volunteerism, and
that's Gregg Petersmeyer here, who I know takes the same great pride
in your work that Barbara and I do. But lest you didn't know who he
was -- this big, tall guy in the front -- that's who it is.
(Laughter.) And he spends all his time trying to help stimulate this
service to others that you've all made the hallmark of your lives.

Thank you all very, very much. (Applause.)

END ' 1:15 P.M. EST



THE WHITE HOUSE {

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release January 31, 1930

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
DURING CEREMONY TO CELEBRATE
THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA

The Roosevelt Room

1:05 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Let me welcome all of you and pay my
respects to Bernie Aronson, our Assistant Secretary of State, who is
with us today; ACTION Director Jane Kenny; Pat Rodgers, the VISTA
Director; Sarge Shriver was supposed to be here. Now, whether the
man is here or not, I don't know; I don't see him. But I do see
Senator Chris Dodd and Senator Jay Rockefeller -- and we are
delighted that you came for this. And is Tribal Chairman Nicole
Larsen here? I think. Right here. Welcome, Nicole. I know this
must be a special day for everybody =-- particularly for the 25 VISTA
volunteers who are our special guests of honor.

We're here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA =-- though some will tell you that remembering dates isn't my
strong suit. (Laughter.) But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for
the world.

It was a quarter of a century ago, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first volunteers
started their service. And today, 100,000 Americans of all ages and
backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA volunteer."

And even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. From the hollows
of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the city streets of
New York and Los Angeles -- these volunteers work long, long hours on
very short pay. And they work one community, one block, one child at
a time.

Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged the
VISTA volunteers with a tough mission, committing you =- and here's
what he said -- "to guide the young, to comfort the sick, to
encourage the downtrodden, to teach the the skills which may lead to
a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then and that certainly is your
mission today. Every time a kid learns to read, you make a
difference. Every time a homeless family finds shelter, you make a
difference. And every time a troubled person stays off drugs, you
make a difference for all Americans.

I know how much Barbara's work in literacy means to her
and to others. And she often talks about what volunteers are doing
around the country. So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not
giving dignity, for that cannot be conferred, or education, because
that must be acquired. You're not bestowing ambition because
ambition's got to come from within. What the men and women of VISTA
do achieve is even more miraculous =-- you impart to so many
disadvantaged Americans the means to build pride, to earn a degree or
a skill, to believe in themselves.

For an individual, dignity comes when he realizgs that
he's the true author of his destiny. For a troubled gommunlty, it
comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements come

MORE
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'qﬁ much»frgm the power of self-confidence as they do from the
fraterial side -- from material assistance. Sounds like a miracle.
Maybe it is. It is a miracle that comes from caring. e
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Now, a few who care enough to Volunteer/afé/62£h'us
today; many, as a matter of fact. But Andrew Jacob, who works with
ati-risk street youth in Brunswick, Maine; Damita Wells, who recruits
tutors for prisen-inmates in Nashville.. :

And finally, Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents out in New Mexico, who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention, and who helps direct a food service for the
hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer because he
suffered a terrible injury in a car accident prior to his assignment
with VISTA. And I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his own needs. But not Nick -- Nick
Flores. He would rather serve others. And so now he's out on the
front lines, helping, building and caring for people from Las Cruces
to Santa Fe.

Perhaps he believes, like so many VISTA volunteers, that
recognizing something greater than ourselves is what really matters.
Or to put it as I have before: "From now on in America, any
definition of a successful life must include serving others."

, And that's what attracts men and women to VISTA,. True
activists. You don't often see them because they're off, helping
others in the most unlikeliest places. You don't .often hear from
them because they're too modest to brag. And you don't often notice
them at work because theirs is a quiet mission. But together,
helping move this country forward. : :

So when I talk of the Thousand Points of Light, please
know that no light is more dazzling, brighter, than the VISTA
volunteers.

- I dropped by with Barbara to say thank you for all you
do, and God bless you. Of course, God bless the United States.
Thank you very much.

(Mrs. Bush administers the oath of .service to the new
Vista volunteers.) (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: I forgot to mention the person with whom
I work most closely in the White House involving volunteerism, and
that's Gregyg Petersmeyer here, who I know takes the same great pride
in your work that Barbara and I do. But lest you didn't know who he
was -- this big, tall guy in the front -- that's who it is.
(Laughter.) And he spends all his time trying to help stimulate this
service to others that you've all made the hallmark of your lives.

Thahk you all very, very much. (Applause.)

END 1:15 P.M. EST



~

)

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 25, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON (W
. FROM: MARK W. DAVIS /D

SUBJECT: : VISTA 25th anniversary

I. Summarys:

January 31st marks the 25th anniversary of a ceremony
President Johnson held in honor of the first group of volunteers
for VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America). You will address a
small audience in the Roosevelt Room; later, the First Lady will

swear-in a new group of volunteers. Your remarks are about seven
minutes long, and are on cards.



Davis/Martin _
January 26, 1990
Title: Vista
Draft: Two

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS8: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA, ROOSEVELT ROOM
l p.m., Wednesday, January 31, 1990

((Acknowledgements -- Assistant Secretary [[of State
Bernard]] Aronson, ACTION Director Jane Kenny, VISTA Director
Patricia Rodgers. Sargent Shriver, [[Tule River]] Tribal
Chairman Nicole Larsen. And all Members of Congress here -- I
know this must be a special day for you, and for the 25 VISTA
Voluteers who are guests of honor.))

((We are here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -- thougn some wili tell you that rememberirg dates is not
my strong suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the
world.))

It was a quarter of a century ago today, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first
Voluntéers started their service. Today, 100,000 Americans pf
all ages and backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA
Volunteer."

And even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. From the
hollows of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the
cify streets of New York and Los Angeles ~- these VISTA
Volunteers work long hours on short pay. And they work one

community, one block, one child at a time.
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Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
Volunteers with a tough mission, committing you "to guide the
youné, to comfort the sick, to eﬁcourage the downtrodden, to
teach the skills which may lead to a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then, and that is your mission today.
Every time a kid learns to read, you make a difference.  Every
time a homeless family finds shelter, you make a difference. And
every time a troubléd person stays off drugs, you make a

difference for all Americans.\\\

I know how much Barbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often-talks to me about what volunteers are doing around the
country. So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not giving
dignity, for dignity cannot be conferred. You are not giving
education, because education must be acquired. You are not .
'bestowing ambition, because ambition can only come from within.
What the men and women of VISTA do achieve is evén more
miraculous -- you impart to so many disadvantaged Americans the
means to build pride, to earn a degree or skill, to believe in
themselves.

For an individual, dignity comes when he realizes that he is
the true author of his destiny. For a troubled community, it
comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much froﬁ the power of self-confidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is -

- a miracle that comes from caring.
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A few who care enough to volunteer are with us today:

Andreﬁ Jacob, who works Qith at-risk street youth in Brunswick,
Maine; Diana Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with
Lakota Sioux and other Native Americans in South Dakota; Damita
Wells, who recruits tutors for prison inmates in Nashville;

And finally there is Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer, because
Nick suffered a terrible injury in a car accident before he
joined VISTA. I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his needs. But not Nick Flores.
He would rather serve others. So now Nick's out on the front
lines, helping -- and building -- and caring -- for folks from
Las Cruces clear up to Santa Fe.

Perhaps Nick believes like so many VISTA Volunteers that
recognizing something greater than ourselves is what really
matters. Or to put it as I have before: " From now on in
America, any definition of a successful life must include service
to others."

This is what attracts meﬁ and women to VISTA. They are the
true activists. You don't often see them, because they are off,
helping others, in the most unlikeliest places. You don't often.
hear from them, because they are too modest to brag. And you
don't often notice them at work, because theirs is a quiet

mission. But together, they are moving this country forward.
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So when I talk of the thousand points of light, please Kknow
that no light is brighter or more dazzling than the VISTA
volunteers.
Thank you for all you do, God bless you and God bless

America.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pate:  1/27/90 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA
ROOSEVELT ROOM
SUBJECT: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1990
(L/2b6 = dratt: ETwo]J

~ ACTION FYI L ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT o & MCCLURE O

SUNUNU o g NEWMAN

SCOWCROFT O O PORTER

DARMAN O 0 ROGICH

BATES o &« UNTERMEYER

CARD o v ROGERS

CICCONI a { PINKERTON

DEMAREST 0O w PORTER ROSE

FITZWATER o & WINSTON

GRAY 0 / PETERSMEYER

HAGIN O O 0 O
R?;MRKS:

The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 25, 1990

- MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

\

THROUGH ¢ CHRISS WINSTON O~
FROM: MARK W. DAVIS /¥
SUBJECT: VISTA 25th anniversary

I. Summary:

January 31st marks the 25th anniversary of a ceremony -
President Johnson held in honor of the first group of volunteers
for VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America). You will address a
small audience in the Roosevelt Room; later, the First Lady will

swear-in a new group of volunteers. Your remarks are about seven
minutes long, and are on cards.



Davis/Martin
January 26, 1990
Title: Vista
Draft: Two

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA, ROOSEVELT ROOM
1l p.m., Wednesday, January 31, 1990

( (Acknowledgements -- Assistant'sécretary [[of State
Bernard]] Aronson, ACTION Director Jane Kenny, VISTA Director
Patricia Rodgers. Sargent Shriver, [[Tule River]] Tribal
Chairman Nicole Larsen. And all Members of Congress here -- I
know this must be a special day for you, and for the 25 VISTA
Voluteers who are guests of honor.))

((We are here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -- thougn some will tell you that rememberirg dates is not
my strong suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the
world.))

It was a quarter of a‘century ago today, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first
Volﬁnteers started their service. Today, 100,000 Americans of
all ages and backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA
Voluhteer."

And even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. from the
hqlldws of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the
'city streets of New York and Los Angeles -- these VISTA
Volunteers work long hours on short pay. And they work one

community, one block, one child at a time.
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Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
Volunteers with a tough mission, committing you "to gﬁide the
young, to comfort the sick, to encourage the downtrodden, to
teach the skills which may lead to a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then, and that is your mission today.
Every time a kid learns to read, you make a difference. Every
time a homeless family finds shelter, you make a difference. And
every time a troubled person stays off drugs, you make a
difference for all Americans.\\\

I know how much Barbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often talks to me about what volunteers are doing around the
country. So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not giving::
dignity, for dignity cannot be conferred. You are not giving
education, because education must be acquired. You are not
bestowing ambition, because ambition can only come from within.
What the men and women of VISTA do achieve is even more
miraculous =-- you impart to so many disadvantaged Americans the
means to build pride, to earn a degree or skill, to believe in
themselves. |

"For an individual, dignity comes when he realizes that he is
the true author of his destiny. For a troubled community, it
comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much from the power of self-cbnfidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is -

- a miracle that comes from caring.
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A few who care enough to volunteer are with us today:
Andrew Jacob, who works with at-risk street youth in Brunswick,
Maine; Diana Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with

Lakota Sioux and other Native Americans in South Dakota; Damita

. Wells, who recruits tutors for prison inmates in Nashville;

And finally there is Nick Flores,:-who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer, because
Nick suffered a terrible injury in a car accident before he
joined VISTA. I suppose no 6ne would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his needs. But not Nick Flores;:
He would rather serve others. So now Nick's out on the front
lines, helping -- and building -- and caring -- for folks from
Las Cruces clear up to Santa Fe.

Perhaps Nick believes like so many VISTA Volunteers that
recognizing something greater than ourselves'ié what really
matters. Or to put it as I have before: " From now on in
America, any definition of a successful life must include service
to others."

This is what attracts men and women to VISTA. They are the

true activists. You don't often see them, because they are off,

helping others, in the most unlikeliest places. You don't often.

hear from them, because they are too modest to brag. And you
don't often notice them at work, because theirs is a quiet

mission. But together, they are moving this country forward.
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So when I talk of the thousand points of light, please know
that no light is brighter or more dazzling than the VISTA
volunteers. '
Thank you for all you do, God bless you and God bless

America.
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Davis/Martin
January 24, 1990
Title: Vista
Draft: One

‘\

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA, ROOSEVELT ROOM
1 p.m., Wednesday, January 31, 1990

( (Acknowledgements -- Assistant Secretary Aronson, Diredtor
Jane Kenny, Director Patricia Rodgers. [[Tule River]] Tribal
Chairman Nicole Larsen. Senator Dodd. Senator Rockefeller -- I
know this must be a special day for you, and the 25 VISTA
Voluteers who are guests of honor.))

((We are here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -- though some will tell you that remembering dates is not
my strong suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the
world.))

It was a quarter of a century ago today, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first
Volunteers started their service. Today, 100,000 Americans of
all ages and backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA
Volunteer."

And even at this very moment, there are moré than 3,000
volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. From the
hollows of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the
city streets of New York and Los Angeles —- these VISTA
Volunteers work long hours on short pay. And they work one

community, one block, one child at a time.
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Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
Volunteers with a tough mission, committing you "to guide the
young, to comfort the sick, to encourage the downtrodden, to
teach the skills which may lead to a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then, and that is your mission today.
Every time a kid learns to read, you make a difference. Every
time a homelesé family finds shelter, you make a difference. And
every time a troubled person stays off drugs, you make a
difference for all Americans.\\\

I know how much Barbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often talks to me about what volunteers are doing around the
country. So I know, you do give a lot =-- but you are not giving
dignity, for dignity cannot be conferred. You are not giving
education, because education must be acquired. You are not
bestowing ambition, because ambition can only come from within.
What the men and women of VISTA do achieve is even more
miraculous -- you impart to so many disadvantaged Americans the
means to build pride, to earn a degree or skill, to believe in
themselves.

For an individual, dignity comes when he realizes that he is
the true author of his destiny. For a troubled community, it
comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much from the power of self-confidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is -

- a miracle that comes from caring.
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A few who care enough to volunteer are with us today:
Andrew Jacob, who works with at-risk street youth in Brunswick, -
Maine; Diéna Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with
Lakota Sioux and other Native Americans in South Dakota; Damita
Wells, who recruits tutors for prison inmates in Nashville;

And finally there is Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer, because
Nick suffered a térrible injury in a car accident before he
joined VISTA. I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his needs. But not Nick Flores.
He would rather serve others. So now Nick's out on the front
lines, helping -- and building -- and caring -- for folks from
Las Cruces clear up to Santa Fe.

Perhaps Nick believes like so many VISTA Volunteers that
recognizing sdmething greater than ourselves is what really
matters. Or to put it as I have before: " From now on in
America, any definition of a successful life must include service
to others."

This is what attracts men and women to VISTA. They are the
true activists. You don't often see them, because they are off,
helping others, in the most unlikeliest places. You don't often
hear from them, because they are too modest to brag. And you
don't often notice them at work, because theirs is a quiet

mission. But together, they are mbving this country forward.
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So when I talk of the thousand points of light, please know
that no light is brighter or more dazzling than the VISTA
volunteers.
Thank you for all you do, God bless you and God bless

America.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA
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ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O =d MCCLURE ¢ O
SUNUNU 0 NEWMAN =) O
SCOWCROFT o o PORTER - O
DARMAN o O ROGICH o O
BATES % O UNTERMEYER O 0
CARD o o ROGERS _ 0 &
CICCONI - d PINKERTON o ~
DEMAREST J 0O PORTER ROSE O Q/
FITZWATER o o HINSTON O -
GRAY J 0 PETERSMEYER m/ 0O
HAGIN o o | 0

REMARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/25, with a copy to
my office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE |

WASHINGTON

January 25, 1850

i

MEVORANTUY, FOR JANE KENNY '
FROM: ¥ARNIE HAINES/14 é%/

SUBJECT: SPEECH CLEARANCE - VISTA ANNIVERSARY

Premss review and call and/or fax your comments to me FNQ LATER
THAN &:00FH, Y 25. YPhone: 456-2164 TFaxi 456-2397.

S
Thankxs,
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Davis/Martin

January 24, 1990
Title: Vvista

1930 JAN 24 PM 8 33 Draft: One

PRESIDERTIAL ADDRESE1 25¢h ANMIVERZBARY OF VIgTA, ROOBEVELT ROOM
1 Pelleg chnesiay, Jmu‘ry 3%, 1990

7

Chairman Niccle Larsen. Senator Dodd. Senator Rockefellemh- I

‘"”5“*'“%7'Vﬁi];ﬁ:M£f’“*/

know this must be a special day for you.)) Sslaitrire ET;

({We are here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -- though some will tell you that remsmbering dates is not .

my strong suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the

world.)) . ,
It was a quarter of & century ago€zZi£i;Z§;h, shortly after

President Johnsen signed VISTA into law, that the first
Vélunteers gtarted thelr service. Today, 100,000 Americans of
all ages and backgrounds can proudly szay: "I vas a VISTA
V@lunteer‘"

And sven at this very moment, there are mcre than 3,000
volunteers at work in more than 650 neighberhocds. Frem the
hollows of Appalachia, t¢ theé mountains of New Mexico, to the
city‘streats of New York and Los Angeleg -- these VISTA
V;lﬁnteers worx long heurs on short pay. And they worX one

community, one bleck, cne child at a tizme,

v
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Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
\%lunteers with = tough migsion, committing you "to guide the
young, tc comfort the glc-X, to encourage the dewntrodden, tTo
teach the skills which way lesd to a more rewarding life.™

That was your mission %hen, and that ls your mission today.

/

+

Loarr<_
iﬁéELd Every time powmienel » kidhto rgad, vou make & diffevence. Every
¢.L4ndh~4{&hmo£7
ﬁ,ﬁj’ time‘yov f‘ndik?e Lter . you make s diffarence. And
14

'.r"' every time you - keep= kigloflf|drugs, you make & d4ifference for
aﬂ“f”‘b all Americens.\\\

alp L ot
As VISTA Voluntesre, 1t is up to you to fmé
‘Ws . ek e :é'%
- ' . - -
crd B parede MMM Geleis/ Sececcadq.
seunseliwg—oencers. These arw not #arginal mattears. These are
matters of real success or failure for people in need, even of
lifs-and-death.\\
I know how much Sarbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often talks to me about what volunteers are doing arounc the
country. So I know, you de give a lot -- but you are not giving
dignity, for dignity cannoct ke conferrsd. VYou are z0t giving
education, becauee education must be earned. You are not
bestowing ambition, because ambiticn can cnly come from within.

What the men and women of VISTA d¢ achieve i even nove

n=

t

miraculous —-- you impart to £o many disadvantagsd Americans

F‘.
o

means to build pride, to eavn 3 degrees or skill, to believe
themselves.
For an individual, dignity comes when he realizes that he Iis

the true author of his destiny. For a troubled comruniily, it
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comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much from the power of self-confidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is =
- a miracle that comes from caring.

A few who care encugh to volunteer are with us today:
Andrew Jacob, who works with at-risk street youth in Brunswick,
Maine; Diana Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with
Lakota Sioux and other Native Americans in South Dakota; Damita
Wells, whéf%ﬁ?fisj%?fﬁon inmates in Nashville; Sandra Jellison-
XKnock, who uses puppets and theater to educate children.

Then there iz Margaret Paye,xwho.retired from a 33-year

™

career as an educator and school {ngt ox, but who didn't

—oner VISTH Dilebog,
—Dus? B-EV&L;

retire from the service cf others. : . =

%ﬁléaelpéﬁg low-income women and children at a shelter in Syracuse.
And finally there is Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcochol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very spécial volunteer, because
Nick suffered a terrible injury in a car accident bafore he
jqined VISTA. I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himeself, only on his needs., But not Nick Flores.
——3 He would rather serve others. So now gick's out on the front

lines, helping -~ and building ~- and caring -- for folks from

Las Cruces cl to Santa Fe. graddutilia
es clear up to Santa Fe Mcl’%jbi . ﬁsﬁ

Many of volunteers are ghudents. And though.

can get a partial break on Giazzk;tudent loans, no one does it
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for the money. do it for love of country and fellow
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man. And, I suspect,‘£g:;v;erve for yet another reason -- simply
for the challenge of it all. Perhaps Egz;’believe that what
really matters is that we simply recognize something greater than

ourselves. Or to put it as I have baforer—Fromp—mow—on—inr—

~tmerioa, any definition of a successful life must include service

to others.

s 1s what attracts young men and women to VISTA. Thexre

and~coming Gord fied greed in

Gecko =~ tha character who pers

the movie Wall But we know the t -- the young men

and women of America are 1 y are the true activists.

You don't often see them, bec they are off, helping others,

in the most unlikellest You dan't often hear from them,

because they are don't often notice

modeet to brag. And
them at works because theirs is a quiet mission. together,
the @ moving this country forward.

'So when I talk of the thousand points of light, please know

- that no light is brighter or more dazzling than the VISTA

Vglunteers.
Thank you for all you do, God bless you and Ged bless

America.

w0
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RmRKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/25, with a copy to
my office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

J(c l/’L"//"”U

VME|

cw

ﬂ E James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
January 25, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER &/

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: 25th Anniversary of Vista

The draft remarks are inspiring and moving. I do not have

any recommendations from a policy standpoint and approve of the
remarks in their current form.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

01/24/90 5:00 p.m. 01/25/90
DATE: dsd ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: g i

SARY OF VISTA

susjecr: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: Z{S:SZZZNEZEIE sl
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O = MCCLURE ¢ O
SUNUNU a NEWMAN 0 O
SCOWCROFT o O PORTER™=———=%
DARMAN o o ROGICH o O
BATES v O UNTERMEYER O =
CARD O M ROGERS O o
CICCONI - v PINKERTON 2 O
DEMAREST J q PORTER ROSE g G/
FITZWATER o o WINSTON O v
GRAY D/ 0O PETERSMEYER o~ O
HAGIN 0O 0O O O

RE;;RK&
Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/25, with a copy to
my office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA, ROOSEVELT ROOM
1 p.m., Wednesday, January 31, 1990

((Acknowledgements -- Assistant Secretary Aronson, Director
Jane Kenny, Director Patricia Rodgers. [[Tule River]] Tribal
Chairman Nicole Larsen. Senator Dodd. Senator Rockefeller -- I
know this must be a special daf for you.))

((We are here today to celebrate the 25th aﬁniversary of
VISTA -- though some will tell you that rememberihg dates is not
my strong_suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the
world.))

It was a quarter of a century ago this month, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first
volunteers started their service. Today, 100,000 Americans of
all ages and backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA
volunteer.®

Aﬁd even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
‘'volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. From the
hollows of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the
city streets of New York and Los Angeles -- these VISTA
volﬁnteers work long hours on short pay. And they work one

community, one block, one child at a time.

-
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Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
volunteers with a tough mission, committing you "to guide the
young, to comfort the sick, to encourage the downtrodden, to
teach the skills which may lead to a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then, and that is your mission today.
Every time you teach a kid to read, you make a difference: Every
time you find shelter for a family, you make a difference. And
every time you keep a kid off drugs, you make a difference for
all Americans.\\\

As VISTA volunteers, it is up to you to find sponsors to
repair the school buses, to build the roads and create the
counseling centers. These are not marginal matters. These are -
matters of real success or failure for people in need, even of
life-and-death.\\ |

I know how much Barbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often talks to me about what volunteers are’doing around the
country. So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not giving
dignity, for dignity cannot be conferred. You are not giving
education, because education must be earned. You are not
bestowing ambition, because ambition can only come from within.
What the men and women of VISTA do achieve is even more
miraculous -- you impart to so many disadvantaged Ame;icans the
means to build pride, to earn a degree or skill, to believe in
themselves.

For an individual, dignity comes when he realizes that he is

the true author of his destiny. For a troubled community, it
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comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much from the power of self-confidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is -
- a miracle that comes from caring.

A few who care enough to volunteer'are with us today:
Andrew Jacob, who works with at-risk street youth in Brunswick,
Maine; Diana Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with
Lakota Sioux and other Native Americans in South Dakota; Damita
Wells, who tutors prison inmates in Nashville; Sandra Jellison-
Knock, who uses puppets and theater to educate children.

Then there is Margaret Paye, who retired from a 33-year
career as an educator and school instructor, but who didn't
retire from the service of others. Now she's as busy as ever,
helping low-income women and children at a shelter in Syracuse.

And finally there is Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer, because
Nick suffered a terrible injury in a car accident before he
joined VISTA. I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his needs. But not Nick Flores.
He would rather serve others. So now Rick's out on the front
lines, helping -- and building -- and caring -- for folks from
Las Cruces clear up to Santa Fe.

Many of these volunteers are students. And though students

can get a partial break on their student loans, no one does it
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for the money. No, they do it for love of country and fellow -
man. And, I suspect, they serve for yet another reason -- simply
for the challenge of it all. Perhaps they believe that.what
really matters ié that we simply recognize something greater than
ourselves. Or to put it as I have before: From now on in
America, any definition of a successful life must include service
to others. ‘

This is what attracts young men and women to VISTA. There

is this mistaken notion that every student in America is an up-

and-coming Gordon Gecko -- the character who personified greed in
the movie Wall Street. But we know the truth -- the young men

and women of America are involved. They are the true activists. --
You don't often see them, because they are off, helping others,
in the most unlikeliest places. You don't often hear from then,
beéause they are too modest to brag. And you don't often notice
them at work, because theirs is a quiet mission. But together,
they are moving this country forward.

So when I talk of the thousand points of light, please know
-that no light is brighter or more dazzling than the VISTA
volunteers.

Thank you for all you do, God bless you and God bless

America.
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January 25, 1990

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: FREDERICK D. NELSON f%%Lf
ASSOCIATE COUNSEIL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: 25th Anniversary of Vista

Counsel's Office makes no legal objection to the above-referenced
presidential remarks.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this matter.

cc: James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA
[t
|~

_ SUBJECT: 1/24-draft one)

ACTION FY! ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o o MCCLURE v O
SUNUNU O ' NEWMAN O 0
SCOWCROFT o o PORTER o o |
DARMAN o O ROGICH r O
BATES » O UNTERMEYER | ]
CARD =4 ROGERS _ o &
CICCONI o o PINRERTON 2 O
DEMAREST J a PORTER ROSE 0 B/
FITZWATER a o WINSTON O
sav———94, ¢ ez g
HAGIN o 0 0

REMARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/25, with a copy to -
my office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRES8S: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA, ROOSEVELT ROOM
1l p.m., Wednesday, January 31, 1990

((Acknowledgements -- Assistant Secretary Aronson, Director
Jane Kenny, Director Patricia Rodgers. [[Tule River]] Tribal
Chairman Nicole Larsen. Senator Dodd. Senator Rockefeller -- I
know this must be a special day for you.))

((We are here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -- fhough some will tell you that remembering dates is not .
my strong suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the
world.)) |

It was a quarter of a century ago fhis month, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first
volunteers started their service. Today, 100,000 Americans of
all ages and backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA
volunteer."

And even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
volunteers at Qofk in more. than 650 neighborhoods. From the
hollows of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico; to tge
city streets of New York and Los Angeles -- these VISTA
volﬁnteers work long hours on short pay. And they work one

community, one block, one child at a time. '
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Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
volunteers with a tough mission, committing you "to guide the
young, to comfort the sick, to encourage the downtrodden, to
teach the skills which may lead to a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then, and that is your mission today.
Every time you teach a kid to read, you make a difference. Every
time you find shelter for a family, you make a difference. And
every time you keep a kid off drugs, You make a difference for
all Americans.\\\

As VISTA volunteers, it is up to you to find sponsors to
repair the school buses, to build the roads and create the
counseling centers. These are not marginal matters. These are
matters of real success or failure for people in need, even of
life-and-death.\\

I know how much Barbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often talks to me about what volunteers are doing around the
country. So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not giving
dignity, for dignity cannot be conferred. You are not giving
education, because education must be earned. You are not
bestowing ambition, because ambition can only come from within.
What the men and women of VISTA do achieve is even more
miraculous -- you impart to so many disadvantaged Ame:icans the
means to build pride, to earn a degree or skill, to believe in
themselves.

For an individual, dignity comes when he realizes that he is

the true author of his destiny. For a troubled community, it
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comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much from the power of self-confidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is -
- a miracle that comes from caring.

A few who care enough to volunteer are with us today:
Andrew Jacob, who works with at-risk street youth in Brunswick,
Maine; Diana Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with
Lakota Sioux and other ﬁativeAAmericans in'South Dakota; Damita
Wells, who tutors prison inmates in.Nashville; Sandra Jellison-
Knock, who uses puppets and theater to educate children.

Then there is Margaret Paye, who retired from a 33-year
career as an educator and school instructor, but who didn't
retire ffom the service of others. Now she's as busy as ever,
helping low-income women and children at a shelter in Syracuse.

And finally there is Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer, because
Nick suffered a terrible injury in a car accidént before he
joined VISTA. I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his needs. But not Nick Flores.
He would rather serve others. So now Rick's out on the front
lines, helping -- and building -- and caring -- for folks from
Las Cruces clear up to Santa Fe.

Many of these volunteers are students. And though students

can get a partial break on their student loans, no one does it
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for the money. No, they do it for love of country and fellow-
man. And, I suspect, they serve for yet another reason -- simply
for the challenge of it all. Perhaps they believe that what
really matters is that we simply recognize something greater than
ourselves. Or to put it as I have before: From now on in
America, any definition of a successful life must include service
to others.

This is what attracts young men and wdmen to VISTA. There
is this mistaken notion that every student in America is an up-
and-coming Gordon Gecko -- the character who personified greed in

the movie Wall Street. But we know the truth -- the young men

and women of America are involved. They are the true activists.
You don't often see them, because they are off, helping others,
in the most unlikeliest places. You don't often hear from them,
because they are too modest to brag. And you don't often notice
them at work, because theirs is a quiet mission. But together,
they are moving this country forward.

So when I talk of the thousand points of light, please know

-that no light is brighter or more dazzling than the VISTA

volunteers.

Thank you for all you do, God bless Yyou and God bless

America.
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Title: Vista

1930 JAN 24 PM 8 33 : Draft: One

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA, ROOSEVELT ROOM
1 p.m., Wednesday, January 31, 1990

( (Acknowledgements -- Assistant Secretary Aronson, Director
Jane Kenny, Director Patricia Rodgers. [[Tule River]] Tribal
Chairman Nicole Larsen. Senator Dodd. Senator Rockefeller -- I
know this must be a special day for you.))

((We are here today to célebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -- though some will tell you that rememberihg dates is not -
my strong suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the
world.))

It was a quarter of a century ago this month, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first
volunteers started their service. Today, 100,000 Americans of
all ages and backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA
volunteer."

And even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. From the
hollows of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the
city streets of New York and Los Angeles -- these VISTA
volﬁnteers work long hours on short pay. And they work one

community, one block, one chiid at a time.
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| fwenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
volunteers with a tough mission, committing you "to guide the
young, to comfort the sick, to encourage the downtrbdden, to
teach the skills which may lead to a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then, and that is your mission today.
Every time you teach a kid to read, you make a difference. Every
time you find shelter for a family, you make a difference. And
every time you keep a kid off drugs, you make a difference for
all Amgricans.\\\

As VISTA volunteers, it is up to you to find sponsors to
repair the school buses, to build the roads and create the
counseling centers. These are not marginal matters. These are -
matters of real success or failure for people in need, even of
life-and-death.\\ -

I know how much Barbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often talks to me about what volunteers are doing around the
country; So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not giving
dignity, for dignity cannot be conferred. You are not giving
education, because education must be earned. You are not
bestowing ambition, because ambition can only come from within.
What th; men and women of VISTA do achieve is even more
miraculous -- you impart to so many disédvantaged Americans the
means to build pride, to earn a degree or skill, to believe in
themselves.

For an individual, dignity comes when he realizes that he is

the true author of his destiny. For a troubled community, it
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comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much from the power of self-confidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is -
- a miracle that comes from caring.

A few who care enough to volunteer are with us today:
Andrew Jacob, who works with at-risk street youth in Bfunswick,
Maine; Diana Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with
Lakota Sioux and other Native Americans in South Dakota; Damita
Wells, who tutors prison inmates in Nashville; Sandra Jellison-
Knock, who uses puppets and theater to educate children.

Then there is Margaret Paye, who retired from a 33-year
career as an educator and school instructor, but who didn't
retire from the service of others. Now she's as busy as ever,
helping low-income women and children at a shelter in Syracuse.

And finally there is Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer, because
Nick suffered a terrible injury in a car accident before he
joined VISTA. I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his needs. But not Nick Flores.
He would rather serve others. So now Rick's out on the front
lines, helping -- and building -- and caring -- for folks from
Las Cruces clear up to Santa Fe. |

Many of these volunteers are students. And though students

can get a partial break on their student loans, no one does it
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for the money. No, they do it for love of country and fellow"
man. And; I suspect, they serve for yet another reason -- simply
for the challenge of it all. Perhaps they believe that what
really matters is that we simply recognize something greater than
ourselves. Or to put it as I have before: From now on in
America, any definition of a successful life must include service
to others.

This is what attracts yohné men and women to VISTA. There
is this mistaken notion that every student in America is an up-
and-coming GQrdﬁn Gecko -- the character who personified greed in
the movie Wall Street. But we know the truth -- the young men
and women of America are involved. They are the true activists. =
You don't often see them, because they are off, helping others,
in the most unlikeliest places. You don't often hear from them,
because they are too modest to brag. And you don't often notice
them at work, because theirs is a quiet mission. But together,
they are moving this country forward. |

So when I talk of the thousand points of light, please know
‘that no light is brighter or more dazzling than the VISTA
volunteers.

Thank you fof all you do, God bless you and God bless

America.
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REA:RKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/25, with a copy to
my office. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

Lk 2y 8203063

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA, ROOSEVELT ROOM
l p.m., Wednesday, January 31, 1990

( (Acknowledgements -- Assistant Secretary Aronson, Director
Jane Kenny, Director Patricia Rodgers. [[Tule River]] Tribal
Chairman Nicole Larsen. Senator Dodd. Senator Rockefeller -- I

know this must be a special day for you.))

((We are here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -- though some will tell you that remembering dates is not
my strong suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the
world.))

It was a quarter of a century ago this month, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first
volunteers started their service. Today, 100,000 Americans of
all ages and backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA
volunteer."

And even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. From the
hollows of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the
city streets of New York and Los Angeles -- these VISTA

s work long hours on short pay. And they work one
ommunity, one block, one child at a time.
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Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
volunteers with a tough mission, committing you "to guide the
young, to comfort the sick, to encourage the downtrodden, to
teach the skills which may lead to a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then, and that is your mission today.
Every time you teach a kid to read, you make a difference. Every
time you find shelter for a family, you make a difference. And
every time you keep a kid off drugs, you make a difference for
all Americans.\\\

As VISTA volunteers, it is up to you to find sponsors to
repair the school buses, to build the roads and create the
counseling centers. These are not marginal matters. These are
matters of real success or failure for people in need, even of
life-and-death.\\

I know how much Barbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often talks to me about what volunteers are doing around the
country. So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not giving
dignity, for dignity cannot be conferred. You are not giving
education, because education must be earned. You are not
bestowing ambition, because ambition can only come from within.
What the men and women of VISTA do achieve is even more
miraculous -- you impart to so many disadvantaged Americans the
means to build pride, to earn a degree or skill, tp believe in

~ e

» g
themselves. / ;Lﬁv

For an individual, dignity comes when ﬁe/féalizes that he is
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the true author of h%;{destiny. For a troubled community, it
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comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much from the power of self-confidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is -
- a miracle that comes from caring.

A few who care enough to volunteer are with us today:
Andrew Jacob, who works with at-risk street youth in Brunswick,
Maine; Diana Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with
Lakota Sioux and other Native Americans in South Dakota; Damita
Wells, who tutors prison inmates in Nashville; Sandra Jellison-
Knock, who uses puppets and theater to educate children.

Then there is Margaret Paye, who retired from a 33-year
career as an educator and school instructor, but who didn't
retire from the service of others. Now she's as busy as ever,
helping low-income women and children at a shelter in Syracuse.

And finally there is Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer, because
Nick suffered a terrible injury in a car accident before he
joined VISTA. I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his needs. But not Nick Flores.
He would rather serve others. So now Rick's out on the front
lines, helping -- and building -- and caring -- for folks from
Las Cruces clear up to Santa Fe.

Many of these volunteers are students. And though students

can get a partial break on their student loans, no one does it
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for the money. No, they do it for love of country and fellow
man. And, I suspect, they serve for yet another reason -- simply
for the challenge of it all. Perhaps they believe that what
really matters is that we simply recognize something greater than
ourselves. Or to put it as I have before: From now on in — =

serviM
America, any definition of a successful life must include

otheré;) ///(:::j>

This is what attracts young men and women to VISTA. There

is this mistaken notion that every student in America is an up-

and-coming Gordon Geeko -- the character who personified greed in
// the movie Wall Street. But we know the truth -- the young men
/ and women of America are involved. They are the true activists.

You don't often see them, because they are off, helping others,

in the mefg/nn}ike}iest places. You don't often hear from them,
biggnsé/fhey are too modest to brag. And you don't often notice

///éhem at work, because theirs is a quiet mission. But together,

Vo
/;;7/“* they are moving this country forward.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

nnNn

January 25, 1920

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: JIM PINKERT@

SUBJECT: 25th Anniversary of Vista Draft Speech

A moving, upbeat draft. We like the phrases reminiscent of
the '88 Convention speech passages, e.g., "That was your mission
then, and that 1is your mission tuday;" and "You don't often hear
from them...because theirs iz a guiet mission."” These combine
in a sense the Acceptance speech's "That is my mission..."
passage with the "I'm a guiet man..." passage (both of course
used later in campaign zommercials).

The "you make a difference" repetition is effective -- even
more so is the series of negatives: "you are not giving dignity
... &ducation ... ambition" which sats up the affirmative

statement about imparting the means to these ends.

Finally, we salute the scotching of the Gordon Gecko image
{"There is this mistaken notion that svery student in America is
an up-and-coming Gordon Cecko..."). How many "Looking Back At
the 80's" retrospectives included some reference to this figure
as the totem of the age? The public will understand that that
"Greed is good" 1is better understood as an 80's updating of
"nmational malaise."”
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RE-I;ARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/25, with a copy to
my office. Thanks.
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James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President

and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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January 24, 1990
) Title: Vista
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRES8S: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA, ROOSEVELT ROOM
l p.m., Wednesday, January 31, 1990

( (Acknowledgements -- Assistant Secretary Aronson, Director
Jane Kenny, Director Patricia Rodgers. [[Tule River]] Tribal
Chairman Nicole Larsen. Senator Dodd. Senator Rockefeller -- I
know this must be a special day for you.))

((We are here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -- though some will tell you that rememberihg dates is not -
my strong suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the
world.))

It was a quarter of a century ago this month, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first
volunteers started their service. Today, 100,000 Americans of
all ages and backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA
volunteer."

And even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. From the
hollows of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the
city streets of New York and Los Angeles -- these VISTA
voiunteers work long hours on short pay. And they work one

community, one block, one child at a time.
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‘Twenty-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
volunteers with a tough mission, committing you "to guide the
young, to comfort the sick, to encourage the downtrodden, to
teach the skills which may lead to a more rewarding life."

That was your mission then, and that is your mission today.
Every time you teach a kid to read, you make a difference. ‘Every
time you find shelter for a family, you make a difference. And
every time you keep a kid off drugs, you make a difference for
all Americans.\\\

As VISTA volunteers, it is up to you to find sponsors to
repair the school buses, to build the roads and create the
counseling centers. These are not marginal matters. These are -
matters of real success or failure for people in need, even of
life-and-death.\\

Ilknow how much Barbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often talks to me about what volunteers are doing around the
country. So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not giving
dignity, for dignity cannot be conferred. You are not giving
education, because education must be earned. You are not
bestowing ambition, because ambition can only come from within.
What the men and women of VISTA do achieve is even more
miraculous -= you impart to so many disadvantaged Americans the
means to build pride, to earn a degree or skiil, to believe in
themselves.

For an individual, dignity comes when he realizes that he is

the true author of his destiny. For a troubled community, it
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comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much from the power of self-confidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is -
- a miracle that comes from caring.

A few who care enough to volunteer are with us today:
Andrew Jacob, who works with at-risk street youth in Brunswick,
Maine; Diana Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with
Lakota Sioux and other Native Americans in South Dakota; Damita
Wells, who tutors prison inmates in Nashville; Sandra Jellison-
Knock, who uses puppets and theater to educate children.

Then there is Margaret Paye, who retired from a 33-year
career as an educator and school instructor, but who didn't .
retire from the service of others. Now she's as busy as ever,
helping low-income women and children at a shelter in Syracuse.

And finally there is'Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer, because
Nick suffered a terrible injury in a car accident before he
joined VISTA. I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his needs. But not Nick Flores.
He would rather serve others. So now Rick's out on the front
lines, helping -- and building -- and caring -- for folks from
Las Cruces clear up to Santa Fe.

Many of these volunteers are students. And though students

can get a partial break on their student loans, no one does it
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for the money. No, they do it for love of country and fellow
man. And, I suspect, they serve for yet another reason -- simply
for the challenge of it all. Perhaps they believe that what
really matters is that we simply recognize something greater than
ourselves. Or to put it as I have before: From now on in
America, any definition of a successful life must include service
to others.

This is what attracts young men and women to VISTA. There

is this mistaken notion that every student in America is an up-

and-coming Gordon Gecko -- the character who personified greed in
the movie Wall Street. But we know the truth -- the young men

and women of America are involved. They are the true activists. -
You don't often see them, because they are off, helping others,
in the most unlikeliest places. You don't often hear from themn,
because they are too modest to brag. And you don't often notice
them at work, because theirs is a quiet mission. But together,
they are moving this country forward.

So when I talk of the thousand points of light, please know
- that no light is brighter or more daézling than the VISTA
volunteers.

Thank you for all you do, God bless you and God bless

America.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRES8S: 25th ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA, ROOSEVELT ROOM
l p.m., Wednesday, January 31, 1990

((Acknowledgements -- Assistant Secretary Aronson, Director
Jane Kenny, Director Patricia Rodgers. [[Tule River]] Tribal
Chairman Nicole Larsen. Senator Dodd. Senator Rockefeller -- I
know this must be a special day for you.))

((We are here today to celebrate the 25th anniversary of
VISTA -- though some will tell you that remembering dates is not
my strong suit.\\\ But I wouldn't miss this anniversary for the
world.))

It was a quarter of a century ago this month, shortly after
President Johnson signed VISTA into law, that the first
volunteers started their service. Today, 100,000 Americans of
all ages and backgrounds can proudly say: "I was a VISTA
volunteer."

And even at this very moment, there are more than 3,000
volunteers at work in more than 650 neighborhoods. From the
hollows of Appalachia, to the mountains of New Mexico, to the
city streets of New York and Los Angeles -- these VISTA
volunteers work long hours on short pay. And they work one

community, one block, one child at a time.
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Twentf-five years ago, President Johnson charged VISTA
volunteers with a tough mission, committing you "to guide the
young, to comfort the sick, to encourage.the downtrodden, to
teach the skills which may lead to a more rewarding life.™

That was your mission then, and that is your mission today.
Every time you teach a kid to read, you make a difference. Every
time you find shelter for a family, you make a difference. And
every time you keep a kid off drugs, you make a difference for
all Americans.\\\

As VISTA volunteers, it is up to you to find sponsors to
repair the school buses, to build the roads and create the
counseling centers. These are not marginal matters. These are
matters of real success or failure for people in need, even of
life-and-death.\\

I know how much Barbara's literacy work means to her. And
she often talks to me about what volunteers are doing around the
country. So I know, you do give a lot -- but you are not giving
.dignity, for dignity cannot be conferred. You are not giving
education, because education must be earned. You are not
bestowing ambition, because ambition can only come from within.
What the men and women of VISTA do achieve is even more
miraculous -- you impart to so many disadvantaged Americans the
means to build pride, to earn a degree or skill, to believe in
themselves.

For an individual, dignity comes when he realizes that he is

the true author of his destiny. For a troubled community, it
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comes by finding leadership from within. So your achievements
come as much from the power of self-confidence, as they do from
material assistance. Sounds like a miracle. And perhaps it is
- a miracle that comes from caring.

A few who care enough to volunteer are with us today:
Andrew Jacob, who works with at-risk street youth in Brunswick,
Maine; Diana Lopez, who went straight from Yale to work with
Lakota Sioux and other Native Americans in South Dakota; Damita
Wells, who tutors prison inmates in Nashville; Sandra Jellison-
Knock, who uses puppets and theater to educate chiléren.

Then there is Margaret Paye, who retired from a 33-year
career as an educator and school instructor, but who didn't
retire from the service of others. Now she's as busy as ever,
helping low-income women and children at a shelter in Syracuse.

And finally there is Nick Flores, who counsels poor rural
residents in New Mexico; who is deeply involved in drug and
alcohol abuse prevention; and who helps direct a food service for
the hungry. I regard Nick as a very special volunteer, because
Nick suffered a terrible injury in a car accident before he
joined VISTA. I suppose no one would have blamed him if he had
focused only on himself, only on his needs. But not Nick Flores.
He would rather serve others. So now Rick's out on the front
lines, helping -- and building -- and caring -- for folks from
Las Cruces clear up to Santa Fe.

Many of these volunteers are students. And though students

can get a partial break on their student loans, no one does it
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for the money. No, they do it for love of country and fellow
man. And, I suspect, they serve for yet another reason -- simply
for the challenge of it all. Perhaps they believe that what
really matters is that we simply recognize something greater than
ourselves. Or to put it as I have before: From now on in
America, any definition of a successful life must include service
to others.

This is what attracts young men and women to VISTA. There

is this mistaken notion that every student in America is an up-

and-coming Gordon Gecko -- the character who personified greed in
the movie Wall Street. But we know the truth -- the young men

and women of America are involved. They are the true activists.
You don't often see them, because they are off, helping others,
in the most unlikeliest places. You don't often hear from thenm,
because they are too modest to brag. And you don't often notice
them at work, because theirs is a quiet mission. But together,
they are moving this country forward.

So when I talk of the thousand points of light, please know
that no light is brighter or more dazzling than the VISTA
volunteers.

Thank you for all you do, God bless you and God bless

America.
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( (ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS =-- ASSISTANT SECRETARY%Q£9F
STATE BERNARD]] ARONSON, ACTION DIRECTOR JANE KENN4’/0
VISTA DIRecTOR PATRICIA RODGERS. SARGENT SHRIVER,
[[TuLE Rrverl]l TRIBAL CHAIRMAN NICOLE LARSEN. AND ALL
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS HERE -- I KNOW THIS MUST BE A
SPECIAL DAY FOR YOU, AND FOR THE 25 VISTA VOLUTEERS wHO

ARE GUESTS OF HONOR.))

((WE ARE HERE TODAY TO CELEBRATE THE 25TH
ANNIVERSARY OF VISTA -- THOUGH SOME WILL TELL YOU THAT

REMEMBERING DATES IS NOT MY STRONG SUIT.\\\ Bur I
WOULDN’T MISS THIS ANNIVERSARY FOR THE WORLD.))

IT WAS A QUARTER OF A CENTURY AGO TODAY, SHORTLY
AFTER PRESIDENT JOHNSON SIGNED VISTA INTO LAW, THAT THE
FIRST VOLUNTEERS STARTED THEIR SERVICE. Topoay, 100,000
AMERICANS OF ALL AGES AND BACKGROUNDS CAN PROUDLY SAY:
"I wAas A VISTA VOLUNTEER."
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AND EVEN AT THIS VERY MOMENT, THERE ARE MORE THAN
3,000 VOLUNTEERS AT WORK IN MORE THAN 650
NEIGHBORHOODS. FROM THE HOLLOWS OF APPALACHIA, TO THE
MOUNTAINS OF NEw MEXICO, TO THE CITY STREETS OF NEW
YorRK AND Los ANGELES -- THESE VISTA VOLUNTEERS WORK
LONG HOURS ON SHORT PAY. AND THEY WORK ONE COMMUNITY,
ONE BLOCK, ONE CHILD AT A TIME. |

-4 - |

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, PRESIDENT JOHNSON CHARGED

- VISTA VOLUNTEERS WITH A TOUGH MISSION, COMMITTING YOU
"TO GUIDE THE YOUNG, TO COMFORT THE SICK, TO ENCOURAGE
THE nowufnonosu, TO TEACH THE SKILLS WHICH MAY LEAD TO

A MORE REWARDING LIFE."
THAT WAS YOUR MISSION THEN, AND THAT IS YOUR
MISSION TODAY.
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EVERY TIME A KID LEARNS TO READ, YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
EVERY TIME A HOMELESS FAMILY FINDS SHELTER, YOU MAKE A

DIFFERENCE. AND EVERY TIME A TROUBLED PERSON STAYS OFF

DRUGS, YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR ALL AMERICANS.\\\
I KNOWw HOW MUCH BARBARA'S LITERACY WORK MEANS TO
HER. AND SHE OFTEN TALKS TO ME ABOUT WHAT VOLUNTEERS

ARE DOING AROUND THE COUNTRY. S0 I xNOW, YOU DO GIVE A

LOT -- BUT YOU ARE NOT GIVING DIGNITY, FOR DIGNITY
CANNOT BE CONFERRED.

-6 -
YOU ARE NOT GIVING EbUCATION, BECAUSE EDUCATION MUST BE
ACQUIRED. YOU ARE NOT BESTOWING AMBITION, BECAUSE
AMBITION CAN ONLY COME FROM WITHIN. WHAT THE MEN AND
WOMEN OF VISTA DO ACHIEVE IS EVEN MORE MIRACULOUS =--
YOU IMPART TO SO MANY DISADVANTAGED AMERICANS THE MEANS
TO BUILD PRIDE, TO EARN A DEGREE OR SKILL, TO BELIEVE
IN THEMSELVES.

FOR AN INDIVIDUAL, DIGNITY COMES WHEN HE REALIZES
 THAT HE IS THE TRUE AUTHOR OF HIS DESTINY.
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FOR A TROUBLED COMMUNITY, IT COMES BY FINDING
LEADERSHIP FROM WITHIN. SO YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS COME AS
MUCH FROM THE POWER OF SELF-CONFIDENCE, AS THEY DO FROM

MATERIAL ASSISTANCE. SOUNDS LIKE A MIRACLE. AND
PERHAPS IT IS -- A MIRACLE THAT COMES FROM CARING.

-8 -

A FEW WHO CARE ENOUGH TO VOLUNTEER ARE WITH US
TODAY: ANDREW JACOB, WHO WORKS WITH AT-RISK STREET
YOUTH IN BRUNsWICK, MAINE; Drana LOPEZ, WHO WENT
STRAIGHT FROM YALE TO WORK WITH LAKOTA SIOUX AND OTHER
NATIVE AMERICANS IN SouTH DAKOTA: DAMITA WELLS, wHO
RECRUITS TUTORS FOR PRISON INMATES IN NASHVILLE.

AND FINALLY THERE IS NIck FLORES, WHO COUNSELS POOR
RURAL RESIDENTS IN New MEXICO; WHO IS DEEPLY INVOLVED
IN DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE PREVENTION: AND WHO HELPS
DIRECT A FOOD SERVICE FOR THE HUNGRY.

o .
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I ReGARD NICK AS A VERY SPECIAL VOLUNTEER, BECAUSE Nick
SUFFERED A TERRIBLE INJURY IN A CAR ACCIDENT PRIOR TO
HIS ASSIGNMENT WITH VISTA. I SUPPOSE NO ONE WOULD HAVE
BLAMED HIM IF HE HAD FOCUSED ONLY ON HIMSELF, ONLY ON
HIS NEEDS. BuT NoT Nick FLORES. HE WOULD RATHER SERVE
OTHERS. SO Now NICK'S OUT ON THE FRONT LINES,

HELPING -- AND BUILDING -- AND CARING =-- FOR FOLKS FROM
Las CRUCES CLEAR UP TO SANTA FE.

- 10 -
PErRHAPS NICK BELIEVES LIKE SO MANY VISTA VOLUNTEERS
THAT RECOGNIZING SOMETHING GREATER THAN OURSELVES IS
WHAT REALLY MATTERS. OR TO PUT IT AS I HAVE BEFORE:
" FROM NOW ON IN AMERICA, ANY DEFINITION OF A
SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE §§315e5T¥e;orusas."
THIS IS WHAT ATTRACTS MEN Aiﬁfﬁéﬁé' 1o VISTA. THEY
' ARE THE TRUE ACTIVISTS. YOU DON’'T OFTEN SEE THEM,
3 BECAUSE THEY ARE OFF, HELPING OTHERS, IN THE MOST

UNLIKELIEST PLACES.
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You DON’T OFTEN HEAR FROM THEM, BECAUSE THEY ARE TOO
MODEST TO BRAG. AND YOU DON'T OFTEN NOTICE THEM AT
WORK, BECAUSE THEIRS IS A QUIET MISSION. BUT TOGETHER,
THEY ARE MOVING THIS COUNTRY FORWARD.

So WHEN I TALK OF THE THOUSAND POINTS OF LIGHT,
PLEASE KNOW THAT NO LIGHT IS BRIGHTER OR MORE DAZZLING
THAN THE VISTA VOLUNTEERS.

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO, Gop BLESS You anp Goo
BLESS AMERICA.




