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Mayor Whitmire, __, Distinguished Mayors, Ladies and
gentlemen. Thank you for that reception, and for the pleasure of
being here. In particular, let me thank my fellow Houstonian
Kathy Whitmire, for that warm introduction. //

((Kathy and I go way back. Maybe that's why even though I'm
a Republican and she's a Democrat, the last time I was in Houston
she presented me with the key to the city. // Only one problem.
I found out later that the city was Anchorage, Alaska.)) //

((But you know me -- I don't hold grudges. So I picked up
the phone when she called a couple weeks later. She asked me to
declare a disaster area. // I told her I didn't think the
Houston Oilers were that bad.)) // |

((I'm also glad, of course, to see the "Mayor's Mayor." //
When I first heard you were honoring a famous Jewish Mayor for |
his years of service in turbuleﬁt times, I thought you meant Ed
Koch. // Instead, all my best to Jerusalem's best -- Teddy
Kolleck.)) //

- Teddy, Kathy, and all of your colleagues -- it is an honor
to address this 58th annual U.S. Conference of Mayor's winter
meeting. And to talk to you about the ways that you and I -- the

White House and the Mayors -- can build a better America.
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Nineteen months ago, I sent you a letter expressing my thoughts
on urban policy. And wrote, "As we prepare to enter the 19905,'
it is clear that America needs a new working relationship between
the Fedéral government and the cities."

Well, I meant it then. And mean it now. We need to forge a
new relationship. // A relationship which is a partnership. //
A partnership which realizes that as Mayors, you man the front
lines in the war against urban problems. A partnership which can
achieve the promise of America.

And that promise of America depends on maintaining our
economic resources as we have since 1982 -- the longest peacetime
boom in American history. The '90s begin with inflation /dcwn.
Interest rates declining. And the lowest jobless rate n/igg
years. And nexﬁ week, we'll release a budget for Fiscal Year
1991 that builds on this prosperity. Together, let's support

ot

The promise of America also depénds on the safe uarditheur

policies which create more opportunity for all. //

natural resources as Mayors are doing through initiatives 1i
Chicago's nplastics on Parks." Or in Virginia Beach, generating
electricity from that city's landfill.

You're doing your part -- we intend to do ours. By
strengthening the Clean Air Acf, preserving our wetlands,
improving America's parks, encouraging-reforestation,'and by
other domestic and international initiatives to make this a
cleaner, safer world. Together, let'!s protect our environment

for decades to come. //
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Then, there are human resources. And here, too,
togetherness counts. Today, an estimated __ million urban
families are led by working parents. But when it comes to child
care, Washington doesn't automatically know best. So I urge the
Congress to pass my child-care legislation to put choice in the
hands of low-income parents. //

Each of these initiatives will nurture the promise of
America. Yet urban problems won't fade until we meet the
challenges I discussed in 1988 -- the challénges you face each
day: Drugs and crime, education, housing, and the Qlight-of‘our
homeless. Can we meet them? I beleive we can. Because I°
beleive in America, nothing is impossible. // (( Perhaps an ex-
baseball player put it best. "When I was a little boy," Craig
Nettles said, "I wanted to be a [big-league] player and join the
circus. With the Yankees, I've accomplished both."))

Well, I believe that as partners we, too, can accomplish
what some might think is impoésible. The first of our challenges
is the drugs and crime that take such a sad toll on your streets
and the streets of communities across America. Rescuing our kids
from the terrorism of hoods, hooliganism, crack, and cocaine

won't be easy, but it can be done. //

Eight months ago, I sent proposals to the Congress to help
win the war on crime. Well, while the clock is running,
America's patience is running out. I ask you to support our
legislation to take thugs off the street -- and take back the

streets. // We need mandatory time for firearms offenses. No
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deals when criminals use a gun. And for anyone who kills a law
enforcement officer -- we need the death penalty. Not someplace.
Not some time. But here -- and now. //

Last year, 23 million Americans used illegal drugs on a
"current" basis -- at least once in 30 days. And eight million
people used cocaine. A Nation with those numbérs cannot long
preserve its soul. //

To help save it, last September you held a Mayors'
Conference on Drugs and I congratulate you. You're acting
locally to stem the use, sale, and flow of drugs. 1In Macon,
Mayor Lee Robinson has formed a partnership -- the Macon-Bibb War
on Drugs. And here, in Houston, Kathy Whitmire, parks and
recreation officials, local police, and residents of Acres Home
project have joined hands to pursue "Drug Free Tomorrows." I
visited Acres Home in November and the courage of that community
is truly ipspiring.

I commend these efférts. But‘these soldiérs on the front
lines need help. So our Administration has unveiled America's
first national comprehensive strategy to win the war on drugs.
And asked the Congress for $__ billion in FY '91 for education,
treatment, interdiction, and enforcement. We, too, want to help
the teenager tormented by crack. Or the pregnant mother -- alone

and desperate -- whose drug use threatens her child. Please:

Support our plan to help America get clean --and stay clean.
Together,.let's defeat Public Enemy Number One. //
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Erasing drugs will save lives. But, it will also help meet
that second challenge I talked about: the education of our
kids. //

You know how central education is to urban America: Bright
minds can find solutions to the‘many problems of our cities.
Remember, I said nothing was impossible. Yet, look at today's
box score of so~called "higher learning." A drop-out rate that
is totally unacceptable. Erratic standards. Unsafe schools
wracked by drug use and trafficking. Kids ill-equipped to read
or write. Let's be honest: Our educational system isn't making
the grade. To go from "fail" to "pass" will require school
boards, teachers, and parents to work together with all levels of
government. // So last September, I met with a group of Mayors.
I heard about Kenner, Louisiana, which created "Step Up" -- a
program providing learning incentives for students. And Colorado
Springs -- there, officials founded a program to help dropouts
an& at-risk kids finish high schdol. // And about the more thén
350 cities which uplifted America on your "National Education
Day."

So far, so good -- and thanks to you, getting better. But
while education is mainly a local and State responsibility, the
Federal government must help. That's why last year we sent up
the "Educational Excellence Act of 1989" now before the Congress.
Legislation which seeks: First, to reward excellence. Second,

to see that Federal dollars serve those most in need. Third, to
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demand educational accountability. And fourth, it supports
greater flexibility and choice.

For instance, we want to create a $500 million program to
reward schools that improve the most. And to reward schools
which create a drug-free environment and reduce the drop-out
rate. // Then, there's our new Magnet Schools of Excellence
program -- letting parents choose Vhich public schools their kids
will attend. Urban Emergency Grants to help urban schools hit
hardest by drug use and trafficking. // And a National Science
Scholars initiative in science, mathematicé, and engineering.

To fufill the promise of America, we must be competitive in
the international marketplace of ideas. Our proposals will help
do that. But the promise of America also depends on meeting the
third and fourth challenges I mentioned earlier: Making housing
affordable and accessible -- especially for the homeless. //

Every American deserves a home. Well, here again, you're
acting cfeatively. In Kansaé City, providing day care to free
parents to find permanent housing. Or in Charlotte, using
public-private monies to renovate buildings for the homeless. //
Believe me, in Washington we've taken note. So two months ago, I
announced America's project HOPE, Home Ownership and Opportunity
for People Everywhere. To help make the Federal government a
more effective urban partner in bringing basic shelter and
affordable housing within reach of milliéns of Americans.

ﬁOPE aims to help first-time homebuyers by allowing them to

draw, without penalty, on IRA savings as a down payment for that
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first home. HOPE can also help tenants become home-owners.
Think of public housing sites like East Los Angeles or Cochran

Gardens in St. Louis. Each has tenants in control. HOPE will

mean even more low-income Americans can know the pride and
dignity of owning a home. For other low-income families, we want

housing vouchers that increase housing optidns.

But for many, the problem of housing isn'f just
affordability. 1It's availability. So we want Congress to renew
the low-income housing tax credit to create incentives for the
construction and rehabilitation of the housing so desperately
needed by low-income families.

But we must also create incentives for growth in those areas
where need is the greatest. Because growth means jobs and jobs
mean homes. So we have urged Congress to help the dream along by
passing our Enterprise-Zone legislation. We have proposed the
creation of at least 50 Enterprise Zones over the next four years
to~fue1 the engine of jéb creation in our cities. But; in these
areas of severe poverty, we've got to do even more. We've got to
get rid of the capital gains‘tax altogether to spur the
investment that can turn dark corners of despair into thriving
neighborhoods once again.

Finally, I have asked Secretary Kemp to convene a blue-
ribbon commission to identify barriers to affordable housing.
Each of you deals with these problems everyday. Give us your

advice.
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For some Americans, however, other things come first: They
need the self-respect to regain their lives. Their roof is the
sky above. Their floor is the street below. The homeless.

We see them everywhere -- next door on 15th Street, in our
suburbs and small townsf They need emergency shelter, food, and
medical care. So two months ago, I signed a bill that increases
funding under the McKinney Act to reduce homelessness. And we
want to find new ways to put part of our FHA foreclosures into
the hands of non-profit groups. And to coordinate basic needs
like shelter with other social services. ’

It won't be easy: We know that. But we also know the real
answer to the homeless is shelter plus care. And we know that to
help the homeless -- like improving education, or stopping crime
-- will require a combined Federal, State, and local effort.
Only theﬁ can we unleash the resources of the private and public
sectors -- showing, as a writer said, how "America is a
willingness of the heart." //

I believe there is a willingness of the heart in this room.
A willingness to put aside partisan concerns because the promise
of America also depends on us. So let us sit down -- the White
House and Mayors; Democrats and Republicans -- and do what needs

to be done to make the impossible \\ possible. Thank you for

this occasion. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.
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Mayor Whitmire, _ , Distinguished Mayors, Ladies and
gentlemen. Thank you for that reception, and for the pleasure of
being here. In particular, let me thank my fellow Houstonian
Kathy Whitmire, for that warm introduction. //

((Kathy and I go way back. Maybe that's why even thSugh I'm
a Repuﬁlican and she's a Democrat, the last time I was in Houston
she presented me with the key to the city. // Only one probleﬁ.
I found out later that the city was Anchorage, Alaska.)) //

((But you know me -- I don't hold grudges. So I picked up
the phone when she called a couple weeks later. She asked me to
declare a disaster area. // I told her I didn't think the
Houston Oilers were that bad.)) //

((I'm also glad, of course, to see the "Mayor's Mayor." //
When I-first heard you were honoring a famous Jewish Mayor for
his years of service in turbulent times, I thought you meant Ed
Koch. // Instead, all my best to Jerusalem's best --.Teddy
Kolleck.)) //

feddy, Kathy, and all of your colleagues -- it is an honor
to address this 58th annual U.S. Conference of Mayor's winter
meeting. And to talk to you about the ways that you and I -- thé

White House and the Mayors -- can build a better America.
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Nineteen months ago, I sent you a letter expressing my thoughts
on urbanApolicyi And wrote, "As we prepare to enter the 1990s,
it is clear that America needs a new working relationship between
the Federal government and the cities.™ |

Well, I meant it then. And mean it now. We need to forge a
new relationship. // A relationship which is a partnership. //
A partnership which realizes that as Mayors, you 52§the front
lin%g'in the war against urban problems. ‘A partnership which can
achieve the promise of America. |

And that promise of America depends on maintaining our
economic resources as we have singe 1982 -- the longest peacetime
boom in American history. The '90s beéin with inflation down.
Interest rates declining. And the lowest jobless rate in 15
years. And next week, we'll release a budget for Fiscal Year
1991 that builds on this prosperity. Together, let's support
policies which create more ogportunity for all. //

The pfomise of America also depends on the safeguarding our
natural resources as Mayors are doing through initiatives like
Chicago's "Plastics on Parks." Or in Virginié Beach, genera;ing
electricity from that ciﬁy's landfill.

You're doing your part -- we intend to do ours. By
strengthening the Clean Air Act, preserving our wetlands,
improving America's parks, encouraging reforestation, and by
other domestic and international initiatives to make this a
cleaner, safer world. Together, let'!'s protect our environment

for decades to come. //
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Then, there are human resources. And here, too,

togetherness counts. Today, an estimated __ million urban
families are led by working. parents. But when it comes to child
care, Washington doesn't automatically know best. So I urge the
Congress to pass my child-care iegislation to put choice in the
hands of léw-income parents. //

Each of these initiatives will nurture the promise of
America. Yet urban problems won't fade until we meet the
challenges I discussed in 1988 -- the challenges you face each
day: Drugs and crime, education, housing, and the plight of our
homeless. Can we meet them? I beleive we can. Because I
beleive in America, nothing is impossible. // (( Perhaps an ex-
baseball player put it best. "When I was a little boy," Craig
Nettles said, "I wanted to be a [big-league] player and join the
circus. With the Yankees, I've accomplished both."))

Well, I believe that as partners we, too, can accomplish
what some might think is impossible. The first of our challenges
is the drugs and crime that take such a sad toll on your streets
and the streets of communities across America. Rescuing our kids
from the terrorism of hoods, hooliganism, crack, and cocaine
won't be easy, but it can be done. //

Eight months ago, I sent proposals to the Congress to help
win the war on crime. Well, while the clock is running,
America's patience is running out. I ask you to support our
legislation to take thugs off the street -- and take back the

streets. // We need mandatory time for firearms offenses. No
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deals when criminals use a gun. And for anyone who kills a law
enforcement officer -- we need the death penalty. Not someplace.
Not some time. But here -- and now. //
Last year, 23 million Americans used illegal drugs on a
"current" basis -- at least once in 30 days. And eight million
people used cocaine. A _Nation with those numbers cannot long

preserve its soul. //
To help save it, last September you held a Mayors'

Conference on Drugs énd I congratulate you. You're acting
locally to stem the use, sale, and flow of drugs. In Macon,
Mayor Lee Robinson has formed a partnership -- the Macon-Bibb War
on Drugs. And here, in Houston, Kathy Whitmire, parks and
recreation‘officials, local police, and residents of Acres Home
project have joined hands to pursue "Drug Free Tomorrows." I
visited Acres Home in November and the courage of that community
is truly inspiring.

I commend these efforts. But these soldiers on the front
lines need help. So our Administration has unveiled America's
first national comprehensive strategy to win the war on drugs.
And asked the Congress for $__ billion in FY '91 for education, .
treatmént, interdiction, and enforcement. We, too, want to help
the teenager tormented by crack. Or the pregnant mother -- alone

and desperate -- whose drug use threatens her child. Please:

Support our plan to help America get clean --and stay clean.
Together.-let's defeat Public Enemy Number One. //
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Erasing drugs will save lives. But, it will also help meet
that second challenge I talked about: the education of our
kids. //

You know how central education is to urban America: Bright
minds can find solutions to the many problems of our cities.
Remember, I said nothing was impossible. Yet, look at today's
box score of so-called "higher learning." A drop-out rate that
is totally unacceptable. Erratic standards. Unsafe schools
wracked by drug use and trafficking. Kids ill-equipped to read
or write; Let's be honest: oOur educational system isn't making
the grade. To go from "fail" to "pass" will require school
boards, teachers, and parents to work together with all levels of
government. // So last September, I met with a group of Mayors.
I heard about Kenner, Louisiana, which created "Step Up" -- a
program providing learning incentives for students. And Colorado
Springs -- there, officials founded a program to help dropouts
and at-risk kids finish high school. // And about the more than
350 cities which uplifted America on your "National Education
Day." |

So far, so good -- and thanks to you, getting better. But
‘'while education is mainly a local and State responsibility, the
Federal government must help. That's why last year we sent up
the "Educational Excellence Act of 1989" now before the Congress.
Legislation which seeks: First, to reward excellence. Second,

to see that Federal dollars serve those most in need. Third, to
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demand educational accountability. And fourth, it supports
greater flexibility and choice.

For instance, we want to create a $500 million prograﬁ to
reward schools that improve the most. And to reward schools
which create a drug-free environment and reduce the drop-out
rate. // Then, there's our new Magnet Schools of Excellence
program -- letting parents choose which public schools theif kids
will attend. Urban Emergency Grants to help urban schools hit
hardest by drug use and trafficking. // And a National Science
Scholars initiative in science, mathematics, and enqineering.

Td fufill the promise of America, we must be competitive in

the international marketplace of ideas. Our proposals will help

do thét. But the promise of America also depends on meeting the
third and fourth challenges I mentioned earlier: Making housing
affordable and accessible -- especially for the homeless. //

Every American deserves a home. Well, here again, you're
acting creatively. 1In Kansas City, providing day care to free
_ parents to find permanent housing. Or in Charlotte, using
public-private monies to renovate buildings for the homeless. //
Believe me, in Washington we've taken note. So two months ago, I
announced America's project HOPE, Home Ownership and Opportunity
for People Everywhere. T§ help make the Federal government a
more effective urban partner in bringing basic shelter and
affordable housing within reach of millions of Americans.

HOPE aims to help first-time homebuyers by allowing them to

draw, without penalty, on IRA savings as a down payment for that



7
first home. HOPE can also help tenants become home-owners.
Thinkvof public housing sites like East Los Angeleslor Cochran
Gardens in St. Louis. Each has tenants in control. HOPE will
mean even more low-income Americans can know the pride and
dignity of owning a home. For other low-income families, we want
housing vouchers that increase housing options.

But for many, the problem of housing isn't just
affordability. It's availability. So we want Congress to renew -
the low-income housing tax credit to create incentives for the
construction and rehabilitation of the housing so desperately
needed by low-income families.

But we must also create incentives for growth in those areas
where need is the greatest. Because growth means-jobs and jobs
mean homes. So we have urged Congress to help the dream along by
passing our Enterprise-Zone legislation. We have proposed the
creation of at least 50 Enterprise Zones over the next four years
to fuel thé engine of job creation in our cities. But, in these
areas of severe poverty, we've got to do even more. We've got to
get rid of the capital gains tax altogether to spur the |
investment that can turn‘dark corneré of déspairlinto thriving
neighborhoods once again.

Finally, I have asked Sedretary Kemp to convene a blue-
ribbon cdmmission to identify barriers to affordable housing.
Each of you deals with these problems everyday. Give us your

advice.
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For some Americans, however, other things come first: They

need the self-respect to regain their lives. Their roof is the

sky above. Their floor is the street below. The homeless.

We see them everywhere -- next door on 15th Street, in our
suburbs and small towns. They need emergency shelter, food, and
medical care. So two months ago, I signed a bill that increases
funding under the McKinney Act to reduce homelessness. And we
want to find new ways to put part of our FHA foreclosures into
the hands of non-profit groups. And to coordinate basic needs
like shelter with other social services.

It won't be easy: We know that. But we also know the real
answer to the homeless is shelter plus care. And we know that to
help the homeless -- like improving education, or stopping crime
-- will require a combined Federal, State, and local effort.'
Only then can we unleash the resources of the private and public
sectors -- showing, as a writer said, how "America is a
willingness of the heart." //

I believe there is a willingness of the heart in this room.
A willingness to put aside partisan concerns because the promise

of America also depends on us. So let us sit down -- the White

House and Mayors; Democrats and Republicans -- and do what needs
to be done to make the impossible \\ possible. Thank you for
this occasion. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.

## 4
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Mayor Whitmire, _ , Distinguished Mayors, Ladies and
gentlemen. Thank you for that reception, and for the pleasure of
being here. 1In particular, let me thank my fellow Houstonian
Kathy Whitmire, for that warm introduction. //

((Kéghy and I go way back. Maybe that's why even though I'm
a Republican and she's a Democrat, the last time I was in Houston
she presented me with the key to the city. // Only one problem.
I found out later that the city was Anchorage, Alaska.)) //

((But you know me -- I don't hold grudges. So I picked up
the phone when she called a couple weeks later. She asked me to
declare a disaster area. // I told her I didn't think the
Houston Oilers were that bad.)) //

((I'malso glad, of course, to see the "Mayor's- Mayor." // Q+i
When I.first-heard you-were-honoring a-famous-Jewish-Mayor-for N
his years-of service in turbulent times, I thought-you-meant Ed N
Koch. ' // 1Instead, all my best to Jerusalem's best -- Teddy
Kolleck.)) //

Teddy, Kathy, and all of your colleagues -- it is an honor

to address this 58th annual U.S. Conference of Mayor's winter ><

meeting. And to talk to you about the ways that you and I -- the

e il

White House and the Mayors -- can build a better America.
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Nineteen months ago, I sent you a letter expressing my thoughts
on urban policy. And wrote, "As we prepare to enter the 1990s,
it is clear that America needs a new working relationship between
the Federal government and the cities."

Well, I meant it then. And mean it now. We need to forge a
new relationship. // A relationship which is a partnership. //
A partnership which realizes that as Mayors, you man the front
lines in the war against urban problems. A partnership which can
achieve the promise of America.

And that promise of America depends on maintaining oﬁr
economic reéources as we have since 1982 -- the longest peacetime
boom in American history. ﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂ9ﬁs—bégin—wifﬁ‘iﬁfrstion—dowﬁ§i5?7Els7x
Interest rates declining. And the lowest jobless rate in 15 /QQ.
years. And next week, we'll release a budget for Fiscal Year
1991 that builds on this prosperity. Together, let's support
policies which create more oégortunity for all. //

The promise of America also depends on the safeguafding our
natural resources as Mayors are doing through initiatives like
Chicago's "Plastics on Parks." Or in Virginia Beach, generating
electricity from that city's landfill.

You're doing your part -- we intend to do ours. By
strengthening the Clean Air Act, preserving our wetlands,
improving Americafs parks, encouraging reforestation, and by

other domestic and international initiatives to make this a

cleaner, safer world. Together, let's protect our environment

for decades to come. //
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Then, there are human resources. And here, too,

. . D(“ﬁ\f‘tS\L md‘“'\zfég
families are led by working parentsk But when it comes to child

: \

togetherness counts. Today, an estimated _ million urban \EKQ
care, Washington doesn't automatically know best. So I urge the
Congress to pass my child-care legislation to put choice in the

hands of low-income parents. [/

Each of these initiatives will nurture the promise of

America. Yet urban problems won't fade until we meet the
challenges I discussed in 1988 -- the challenges you face each
day: Drugs and crime, education, housing, and the plight of our
homeless. Can we meet them? I beleive we can. Because I-
beleive in America, nofhing is impossible. // (( Perhaps an ex-
baseball player put it best. "When I was a little boy," Craig
Nettles said, "I wanted to be a [big-league] player and join the
circus. With the Yankees, I've accomplished both."))

Well, I believe that as partners we, too, can accomplish
what some ﬁight think is imbossible. The first of our challenges
is the drugs and crime that take such a sad toll on your streefs
and the streets of communities across America. Rescuing our kids
from the terrorism of hoods, hooliganism, crack, and cocaine
won't be easy, but if can be done. //

Eight months ago, I sent proposals to the Congress to help
win the war on cfime. Well, while the clock is running,
America's patience is running out. I ask you to support our
legislation to take thugs off the street -- and take back the

streets. // We need mandatory time for firearms offenses. No
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deals when criminals use a gun. And for anyone who kills a law
enforcement officer -- we need the death penalty. Not someplace.
Not some time. But gg;g -- and now. //
Last year, 23 million Americans used illegal drugs on a
"current" basis -- at least once in 30 days. And eight million

. People used cocaine. A Nation with those numbers cannot long
preserve its soul. //

To help save it, last September you held a Mayors'
Conference on Drugs and I congratulate you. You're acting
locally to stem the use, sale, and flow of drugs. In Macon,
N L 3 AN \X;
Mayor Lee Robinson has formed a partnership -- the Macon-Bibb War

on Drugs. \Z;éahe;ev in Houston, Kathy Whitmire, parks and %x;

recreation officials, local police, and residents of Acres Home
project have joined hands to pursue "Drug Free Tomorrows." I
visited Acres Home in Nevember and the courage of that community ‘x>ﬁ\\
is truly inspiring. Z:h;&ﬂﬁmaf

I commend these efforts. But these soldiers on the'front
lines need help. So our Administration has unveileq America's
first national comprehensive strategy to win the war on drugs.
And asked the Congress for'SYi(%illion in FY '91 for education, \3<;
treatment, interdiction, and enforcement. We, too, want to help

the teenager tormented by crack. Or the pregnant mother -- alone

and desperate -- whose drug use threatens her child. pPlease:

Support_our plan to help America get‘clean ==-and stay clean. >
Together.'let's defeat Public Enemy Number One. //



5

Erasing drugs will save lives. But, it will also help meet

that second challenge I talked about: the education of our
kids. //

You know how central education is to urban America: Bright
minds can find solutions to the many problems of our cities.
Remember, I said nothing was impossible. Yet, look at today's
box score of so-called "higher learning." A drop-out rate that
is totally unacceptable. Erratic standards. Unsafe schools
wracked by drug use and trafficking. Kids ill-equipped to read
or write. Let's be honest: Our educational system isn't making
the grade. <ﬂl To go from "fail" to "pass" will require school E(\

boards, teachers, and parents to work together with all levels of

government. // So-last-September;"1 met w1tﬁ“ﬁ“@rbﬁp“of*ﬁayors(1p¢
Ve ot (Mo Racen Browo 3o

I heard about Kenner, LouisianaJ\which created "Step Up" -- a

program prov1d1ng 1earn1ng incentives for students. And Colorado
with Moo Bob Teonc.

SprlngsA-- there, officials founded a program to help dropouts

and at-risk kids finish high school. // And about the more than

350 cities which up}ifted America on your "National Education t%&
enti he
Day."

8o far,-so good -- and thanks to you, getting better. But
while education is mainly a local and State responsibility, the
Federal government must help. That's why last year we sent up
the "Educational Excellence Act of 1989" now before the Congress.

ENCH S g

!
Legislation which seeks: First, to reward. &xcellence. Second, \§<\

to see that Federal dollars serve those most in need. Third, to
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demand educational accountability. And fourth, it supports
greater flexibility and choice. herny i.bg
For instance, we want to create a $500 million prograﬂizg -
reward schools that improve the most. And to reward schools
which create a drug-free environment and reduce the drop-out
rate. // Then, there's our new Magnet Schools of Excellence
program -- letting parents choose which public schools their kids
will attend. Urban Emergency Grants to help urban schools hit
hardest by drug use and trafficking. // And a National Science
Scholars initiative in science, mathematics, and engineering.

To fufill the promise of America, we must be competitive in

the international marketplace of ideas. Our proposals will help

do that. But the promise of America also depends on meeting the
third and fourth challenges I mentioned eaflier: Making housing

affordable and accessible -- especially for the homeless. //

Every American deserves a home. Well, here again, you're

acting creatively. 1In Kansas City, providing day care to free
Y erndlad et

parents to find permanent housing& or in Charlotte, using \<
public-private monies to renovate buildings for the homeless. //
Believe me, in Washington we've taken note. So two months ago, I
announced America's project HOPE, Home Ownership and Opportunity
for People Everywhere. To gélp make the Federal government a
more effective urban{é?ftné; in bringing basic shelter and
affordable housing within reach of millions of Americans.

HOPE aims to help first-time homebuyers by allowing them to

draw, without penalty, on IRA savings as a down payment for that
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first home. HOPE can also help tenants become home-owners.
oC N

East lLos Angele;%nz Cochran \X:
V5

Think of public housing sites like

Gardens in St. Loui

Each has tenants in control. HOPE will

mean even more low-income Americans can know the pride and
dignity of owning a home. For other low-income families, we want

housing vouchers that increase housing options.

But for many, the problem of housing isn't just
affordability. 1It's availability. So we want Congress to renew
the low-income housing tax credit to create incentives for the
construction and rehabilitation of the housing S0 desperately
needed by low-income families.

But we must also create incentives for growth in those areas
where need is the greatest. Because growth means jobs and jobs
mean homes. So we have urged Congress to help the dream along by
passing our Enterprise-Zone legislation. We haﬁe proposed the
creation of at least 50 Enterprise Zones over the next four years
to fuel the engine of job creation in our cities. But, in these
areas of severe poverty, we've got to do evenAmoré. We'lve gof to
get rid of the capital gains tax to épur the }K
investment that can turn dark corners of despair into thriving
neighborhoods once again.

Finally, I have asked Secretary Kemp to convene a blue-
ribbon commission to identify barriers to affordable housing.

Each of you deals with these problems everyday. Give us your

advice.
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"For some Americans, howeve:: other-things come first: They
need the self-respect to regain their ;;253.- Their roof is the
sky above. Their floor is the street below. The homeless.

We see them everyWheré{-- next door on 15th Street, in our
suburbs and small towns. fhey need emergency shelter, food, and
medical care. So two months ago, I signed a bill that increases
funding under the McKinney Act to reduce homelessness. And we
want to find new ways to pﬁt part of our FHA foreclosures into
the hands of non-profit groups. And to coordinate basic needs
like shelter with other social services. |

It won't be easy: We know that. But we also know the real
answer to the homeless is shelter plus care. And we know that to
help the homeless -- like improving education, or stopping crime
-- will require a combined Federal, State, and local effort.
Only then can we unleash the resources of the private and public
sectors -- showing, as a writer said, how "“America is a
willinggesg of the heart." //

I believe there is a willingness of the heart in this room.
A willingness to put aside partisan concerns because the promise
of America also depends on us. So let us sit down -- the White
House and Mayors; Democrats and Republicans -- and do what needs
to be done to make the impossible \\ possible. Thank you for
this occasion. God bless you. And God bless the United States .

of America.

###
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Mayor Whitmire, _ , Distinguished Mayors

26, 1990

, Ladies and

gentlemen. Thank you for that reception, and for the pleasure of

being here. 1In particular, let me thank my fellow Houstonian amd— _

-President, Kathy Whitmire, for that warm introduction. //

((Kathy and I go way back. Maybe that's why even though I'm

a Republican and she's a Democrat, the last time I was in Houston

she presented me with the key to the city. // Only one problem.

I found out later that the city was Anchorage, Alaska.)) //

((But you know me -- I don't hold grudges.
the phone when she called a couple weeks later.

declare a disaster area. // I tol er I didn'

fr \dp

Houston Oilers were that bad.)) //

((I'm also glad, of course, to see the "Mayor's Mayor."

So I picked up

She asked me to

t think

)
1 o SR 'Ln\“”-v‘:)«“k,lA\"‘k b/ R

—pad .

When I fi i i or

his years of service in tﬁrbﬁIéﬁfmfiﬁé97“i:ghnughfi§éﬁ~meant_Ed N

Ko2h. // 1Instead, al{/;;'best to Jerusalem's best -- Teddy

Kolleck.)) //

Teddy, Kathy, and all of your colleagues -- it is an honor

to address this 58th annual U.S. Conference of Mayor's winter

de b w g lasut M W b 2 Ve

o~—wl
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o
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meeting. And to,géve-youAmy—ideaewon~hUWMbetween“us -- the White
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House and the Mayors ---g@& can build a better America for all.

Nineteen months ago, I sent you a letter expressing my
thoughts on urban policy. And wrote, "As we prepare to enter the
1990s, it is clear that America needs a new working relationship
between the Federal government and the cities."

Well, I meant it then. And mean it now. We need to forge a

~ SR~
new relationship. // A relationship whleh—&s—ajégrtﬁETEHIET—_//

fh(bartnership which realizes that as Mayors, you man the front

o\ | (AMI!
lines in the war against urban =a&&s. A partnership which can

achieve that_Ihemae—We&fe—cuiiqgg{?ﬁe/Piomlse of America.™
dogeh o Codiming
To begin, The Promise of America means ut;&&zing—our

g s
economic resourcesY /Kgfae have since 1982 -- the longest
peacetime boom in American history:§:$he—iaﬂs_begin_with

down. Intere lining. And the lowest

jobless rate in 15 Yyears And next week, we'll release a budget

for Fiscal Year 1991 that builds on this prosperity. Together,
)
let's support policies which create more opportunitygfer—aiit //
S‘\L‘)"&‘/

-~
Thi/P%omlse of America also meﬁhs—safegﬁardlng our natural

resource /Ks Mayors are doing through initiatives like

Chicago's "Plastics on Parks." Or in Virginia Beach, generating
U
/'l7 .
electricity from that city's landfill. Aﬂd—asié;zzgfﬂﬁTﬁnrdﬁﬁﬁﬂh-

ials

Lw \/\.r/\, \/
ou're d01ng your part —Jr;e 1ntend to do ours. SU—we—haxe-

%L _— é‘/' Y «7&%(/4-(/ A = Gkt
. eﬁt Congress Legﬁatmn to s}:aehmaea:ds- ~rain; a:rwt@ Sopw@DQ

M ?‘éé/»w‘% W m‘f/)’h”‘ 7 Crmsnic—o P iies

urban smog-<=-the first rewrite 6f the Clean-Air-Act-in-over-10
;%:@f,&nuéubbvv \ Lo futern Cen d ﬂidi@ o neartec

_Y&ars.—ind-I..as «ydﬁw. urge- Gongresé to preserve-the-careful... .

fvnd mdere el Lr-»-vd‘(,-z«f i Ly rnke Yo O elearrien

g%m wvw '
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batancein-that—bidd- Together, let's protect our environment

for decades to come. //

Then, there are human resources. And here, too,ﬁifgiflz//////
togetherness counts. Today, an estimated = million n
families are led by working parents. But when it comes to child

care, Washington -- yplike=REBEFE=¥ouneg-r- doesn't automatically

now Best. ©So I urge the Congress to pass my child-care

o Lo pr ™
1 gislation<1ﬁ:§ﬁ;—gﬁoice in the hands of low-income parents. //

Each of these initiatives will nurturez’ﬁhe,ﬁromise of
America.® Yet urban problems won't fade until we meet the
challenges I discussed in 1988 -- the challenges you face each
day: Drugs and crime, education, housing, and the plight of our

N ke O Rgegee T e
homeless. (( Can we meet them? - Im America, nothing is

impossible. // Perhaps an ex-baseball player put it best. "When

I was a little boy," Craig Nettles said, "I wanted to be a [big-

league] player and join the circus. With the Yankees, I've s
‘i’ ) e T — ep (& | i i Gy &> \:V«\«
— 5= . "

accomplished both.")) = y i h&24 il
Wel!, 7 Leltcwe Syt ao paitrero we Ao Cin dacdr Rt $a

The first of these—feur~challenges is, drugs and crime., 2o

v‘&

. . . \ 1 ; ’ L
- rescuing ou¥ kids(\ rew oo b

=z - :

. . . / wenA be f"d-—‘cy' :
from the terrorism of hoods, hooliganism, crack, and cog¢aine. /

Eight months ago, I sent proposals /to the Congres
the war on crime. Well, while the clo?i is running,
patience is running out. I ask you qé support our Adegislation to

the streets.

// We need mandatory time for fifearms offen No deals when

criminals use a gun. And for s a law enforcement

/'/ LAt ol o el o
/ o B
hﬂdl DNl o GiAhe Qi vm»@
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officer -- we need the death penalty. Not someplace. Not some

time. But here -- and now. // (odwhxh(ﬂﬂ

veaem-ut-yuur—ctffgg. Last year, 23 million Americans used

illegal drugs on a "current" basis -- at least once in 30 days.

And eight million people used cocaine. A Nation with those

numbers cannot long preserve its soul. //

To,save it, last September you held a Mayors' Conference on

&M& Z 567*5 la Frbualo oot NP
Druggﬂ1 Agrer you re acting locally to stem their use, sale, and
Cﬁ -

flow,. JﬂIn Macon, Mayor Lee Robinson has formed a partnership --
the Macon-Bibb War on Drugs. An§7in Houston,~¥kathy "Whitmire,
parks and recreation officials, local police, and residents of

Acres Home project ——F—visited—there—in—November—— have joined
T wusited (lerveo Hnms e
hands to pursue "Drug Free Tomorrows." Voo, ey gwgh $AL Cortr 45—
4744¢z*0wwm«u4“2;veyvﬂuﬁyt“ff” :
I commend these efforts. But they're not -- can never bé ==

enough. So our Administration has unveiled America's first | [ coesd o
\lt, wzy F,qﬂﬂv& L]

national comprehensive strategy to win e war on drugs. RA—waEe 1"
~ J\m "

&

whieh-utilizes your.eampertdfl] And ‘asked the Congress for $

billion in FY '91 for education, treatment, interdiction, and

' . ety s—gec
enforcement. We, too, want to help %hat—é&ét&e-ézf tormented by

crack. Or the pregnant mother -- alone and desperate -- whose
\.'pfi Ut Lo
drug use ggﬁns her child. Please: Support our plan to help
e
America get clean --and stay clean. Together, let's Public
Enemy Number One. // xS

.

Erasing drugs will(save lives. ;é will also,meet that

second challenge I talked about: the education of our kids. //
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You know how central education is to,d/;an America: Bright

%chow/;;g/wu4k>ﬁ/&«n(xluc /
minds can find solutions to : YeE/look

at today's box score of so-called "higher learning." A eo—irigh
Mk o Sy hd iy y Ut Ot PPl

drop-ou rate,. Erratlc standards. Unsafe schools wracked by

drug use and trafficking. Kids ill-equipped to read or write.

Let's be honest: Our educational system isn't making the grade.

To go from "fail" to "pass" will require school boards, k‘u
k)vo =
teachers, and parents to work together with all levels of 'V‘ ‘?W e
government. // So last September I met with a group of Mayors. 4{,fw
A

I heard about Kenner, Louisiana, which created "Step Up" -- a y

program providing learning incentives for students. And Colorado

et
Springs -- hexe, officials founded a program to hiuf dropouts and

WA an WD b

at-risk kids finish high school. // And—about<sthe more than 350
cities which uplifted America on your "National Education Day."
So far, so good -- and thanks to you, getting better. But

Mnbenle
while education is msat&y/a local and State responsibility, the

Federal government must help. That's why last year we sent up
the "Educational Excellence Act of 1989" now before the Congress.

Legislation which seeks: First, to reward excellence. Second,

to see that Federal dollars serve those most in need. Third, to

demand educational accountability. And fourth, it supports

greater flexibility and choice.

For instance, we want to create a $500 million program to
reward schools that improve the most. And to reward schools
which create a drug-free environment and reduce the drop-out

rate. // Then, there's our new Magnet Schools of Excellence



6

program -- letting Earents‘choose which public schools their kids
will attend. Urban Emergency Grants to help urban schools hit
hardest by drug use and trafficking. // And a National Science
Scholars initiative in science, mathematics, and engineering.

fj%he/ﬁéomise of.Americaﬁ means winning the battle not on the
fields of war -- but in the international marketplace of ideas.
Our proposals will help do that. It also means meeting the third

and fourth challenges I mentioned earlier: Making housing

affordable and accessible -- especially for the homeless. //

((You know, a few months back I spoke to a realtors group.
Where its president said to me, "It's not often we're addressed
by someone who lives in public housing." // 1In response, I said
we understand the private side as well. // Barbara and I have
moved 28 times in 45 years of marriage. // What a dream client

we'd make for any realtor.)) //

You _might say-tFhe-BushFamily KAoWs HOUS TNy Th—rf-fr=Sorryyr

il
A% -(ee-"m:

B
Well, here again, you're acting creatively to ensure that right.
In Kansas City, providing day care to free parents to find
permanent housing. Or Charlotte, using public-private monies to
renovate buildings for the homeless. // Believe me, in
Washington we've taken note. So two months ,ago I announced
America's project HOPE, Home Ownership and Opportunity for People

Everywhere,| to make the Federal government a more effective urban

)%¢¢HL

et
bash&.&@ngaﬁgb@m?ﬂfﬂﬂﬁ?%ﬁ;gﬁég?émerlcaq( 44¢A¢\nawy&¢

partnery

Addressing issues-frem—jobs=fGFtHE poor to achievimyg

of home..ownership~forincreasing—numbers—of..Americans,.—.

¢b’44¢4u4 /a%ba4<;ﬁbdgjéxb it Ot FealCE /}éZL*“*“L“;V
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So two months ago, I announced America's project HOPE, Home
) WA

Ownership and Opportunity for People Everywher:7ﬂ-~.

basic shelter and..affordable-~housing within redch of millions of
‘y— M\

' Americans,gfgjtphmake the Federal government a more effectivé::::>

(:ngizwpartner. e
_,_,.:,-:-""‘"/

r

oramtn ol

Eﬁﬁg@b HOPE aims to help first-time homebuyers by allowing
them to draw, without penalty, on IRA savings as a down payment
for that first home.v/%ut for, many, the problem of housing isn't
just affordability. It's availability. So we want Congress to
renew the low-income housing tax credit to create incentives for
the construction and rehabilitation of the housing so desperately
needed by low-income families.

But we must also create incentives for growth in those areas
where need is fhe greatest. Because growth means jobs and jobs
mean homes. So we have urged Congress to help the dream along by
passing our Enterprise-Zone legislation. We have proposed the
creation of at least 50 Enterprise Zones over the next four years
to fuel the ;2%;9e of job crqetion in oz;ezfties. But, in these
areas.of severe poverty, we've got to dq,more. We've got to get
rid of the capital gaiﬁs tax aig\%ogether to spur the investment
that can turn dark corners of SEEBAir into thriving neighborhoods

once again.

\ .
Thaéié?wﬁyamenwanﬁweenqressmto*appfeveuhensingWVUuehEﬁSwﬁhat

. ' . : (4
—inereaserental~options—for—low—income~famidies. Anceiiay- HOPE iz

&M&afo

/téﬁg;ts become home-owners. Think of public housing

sites like East Los Angeles or Cochran Gardens in St. Louis.
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Each has tenants in control. -Betts -hedpp—éven more lowrincome

Com
Americans4know the pride and dignity of owning a home.

Finally, I have asked Secretary Kemp to convene a blue-
ribbon commission to identify barriers to affordable housing.

Each of you deals with these problems everyday. Give us your

advice. :ﬁ%?—a ‘
| o) .
wSE——aen 0y others, of course; #&=gEstr’things come first: They need

the self-respect of merely regaining their life. Their roof is

the sky above. Their floor is the street below. The homeless.

We see them everywhere -- next door on 15th Street, in our
suburbs and small towns. They need emergency shelter, food, and
medical care. So two months ago I signed.a bill that increases
funding under the McKinney Act to reduce homelessness. And we
want to find new Qays to put part of our FHA foreclosures into
the hands of non-profit groups. And to coordinate basic needs
like shelter with other social services.

It won't be easy: We know that. But we also know the real

answer to the homeless is shelter plus care. And we know that to
help the homeless -- like improving education, or stopping crime
-- will require a combined Federal, State, and local effort.

Only then can we unleash the resources of the profit and

nonprofit sectors -- showing, as a writer said, how "America is a

willingness of the heart." //

Last week marked the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. He
would have been 61 years old. Dr. King knew that dnly

opportunity could realize the Promise of America. He expressed
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Leok_at—hems_gwneﬁehepz_fWhefe HOPE -aims to help

first-time homebuyers by allowing them to draw, without penalty,
-

7 T
n IRA savings as a down payment for that first home. //
s it LAl aff Asteaivg MM Ay rctntiliy,, / MM@#—@%
where i=.a0d,. moderate-incomes. to.have..access..to

Ce

s T heuaenf”  wannt”

~housififes® So“we want Congress to renew the low-lncomqﬂtax credlthN

comm1551on to

gv‘"f&ﬂti "W"‘-ﬂ 2l « L. i éé QU, 4‘ & g '-éd DN ’6
These —initiatives. will~spar-~Noustag. s pLival ‘Lcafzd%J

as. That's why we want

Congress to ‘approve housing vouchers that increase rental options

<:§§;> for low-income families. And why HOPE is helping tenants become

home-owners. Think of public housing sites like East Los

Angeles or Cochran Garden? in St. Louis. Each has tenants i
Afz

control. Let's help even!more low-income Americans know
/
pride and dignity of owning a home. //

7

—===TFor others, of course, first things co?i/;i st: They need
the self-respect of merely'regaining iifi;//ife. Their roof is

the sky above. Their floor is the street below. The homeless.
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We see them everywhere -- next door on 15th Street, in our
suburbs and small towns. They need emergency shelter, food, and
medical care. So two months ago I signed a bill that increases
funding under the McKinney Act to feduce homelessness. And we
want to find new ways to put part of our FHA foreclosures in£o
the hands of non-profit groups. And to coordinate basic needs

like shelter with other social services.

It won't be easy: We know that. But we also know the real
answer to the homeless is shelter plus care. And we know that to
help the homeless -- like improving education, or stopping crime

-- will requlre a comblned Federal, State, and local effort.

Piwve o
Only then can we unleash the resources of the pgsilt and
Pl e , _ _ .
ﬁqagggiat sectors -- showing, as a writer said, how "America is a

willingness of the heart." //

e

Last week-marked—the—birthday—of-Martin-Luther.King, Jr. He

would..have~beenr=GlyeadrEeoIqT ™ D" Kifg-kiew=trat=onky
e
gppertunlﬁy ¢ould realize thg/éfomlse of AmMEridar=He= expﬂessed )

thaﬁngggnﬁm,;andwm@Véd”“WN”?ibﬁ?““Lfﬁ%e5WM%V§ﬁﬁn@wwmpH&swmprds

T e

—-— they~meve~ugrstitlr--have—ag-dream—that-one=day=sons.-of.

e T

forfief~slaves=ard*=thHe sdﬁ?‘df‘fOrmef“EIave”GWnergwwi%&mbemabLgagng“

sit _down-~tegether at the table Of bro%ﬁ@?ﬁb@ﬂv#mm¢¢M\N\

The table of brotherhood knows neither bank account nor

=~{ SO let us sit down -- the White House and Mayors;

Dene rats and Republicans -- and do what needs to be done tgqmake
< : >oss b)
ﬁézfaﬁg%- -Thank~you.for. this~ocecasi-ons

God bless you. And God bless

e United States of America.

# % &
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Mayor Whitmire, _ , Distinguished Mayors, Ladies and
gentlemen. Thank you for that receptlon, and for the pleasure of
being here. In particular, let me thank my fellow Houstonlan
Kathy Whltmlre, for that warm introduction. //

((Kathy and I go way back. Maybé that's why even though I‘m
a Republican and she's a Democrat, the last time I was in Houston
she presented me with the key to the city. // Only one probleﬁ.
I found out later that the city was Anchorage, Alaska.)) //

' ((But you know me -- I don't hold grudges. So I picked up
the phone when she called a couple weeks later. She asked me to
declare a disaster area. // I told her I didn't think the
Houston Oilers were that bad.)) //

((I'm also glad, of course, to see the "Mayor's Mayor." //

When I first heard you were honoring a famous Jewish Mayor for
. his years of sgrvice in turbulent times, I thought you meant Ed
ﬁ‘ | Koch. // Instead, all my best to Jerusalem's best ~- Teddy
Aé" Kolleck )) //
\ Teddy, Kathy, and all of your colleagues_i- it is_an honor
to address this 58th annual U.S. Conference of Mayor's winter
meeting:. And to talk to you about the ways that you and I -- the

White House and the Mayors -- can build a bettér America.
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Nineteen months ago, I sent you a letter expressing my thoughts
on urban policy. And wrote, "As we prepare to enter the 1990s,
it is clear that America needs a new working relationship between
the Federal government and the cities.”
Well, I meant it then. And mean it now. We need to forge a

~+v, 1€
new relationship. // -A—relationship which—is—a partnersnip- //

A partnership which realizes that as Mayors, you man the front
lines in the war against urban problems. A partnership which can
achieve the promise of America.

And that promise of America depends on maintaining our

economic resources as we have since 1982 -- the longest peacetime

boom in American history. The '90s begin with inflation down.
Interest rates declining. And the lowest jobless rate in 15
years. And next week, we'll release a budget for Fiscal Year

1991 that builds on this prosperity. Together rt

pelicies—which create more opportunity. for—ai¥. //

The promise of America also depends on the safeguarding our
natural resources as Mayors are doing through initiatives like

Chicago's "Plastics on Parks." Or in Virginia Beach, generating
Lot

electricity from that city's landfill. (o 520, =2

;7§857;e doing your part ——(;; intend to do ours. By
strengthening the Clean Air Act, preserving our wetlands,
improving America's parks, encouraging reforestation, and by
other domestic and international initiatives to make this a

W< Can—
cleaner, safer world. Together, let*sprotect our environment

for decades to come. //
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Then, there are human resources. And here, too,
togetherness counts. Today, an estimated __ million urban
families arekigsf;;(;orking parents. But when it comes to child
care, Washington doesn't automatically know best. So I urge the
Congress to pass my child-care legislation to put choice in the
hands of low-income parents. //

Each of these initiatives will nurture the promise of

America. Yet urban problems won't fade until we meet the
challenges I discussed in 1988 -- the challenges you face each

day: Drugs and crime, education, housing, and the plight of our

homeless. Can we meet them? I be#fi%e we can. Because I°

gkk-ggle1ve in America, nothing is impossible. // (( Perhaps an ex-

baseball player put it best. "When I was_a little boy," Craig

)v}P Nettles said,

circus.

~———Well, I believe that as partners we, too, can accomplish
. PRSP Sw b“_‘ﬂ b\ @0 e Ay
what some might tﬁtn¥¢§§i&??055}§}elh\E§é1£irst—vf—6UT_EH§IIenges
is the drugs and crlﬁé\that”take.such a,sad toll on your streets
and the streets of communities across America. Rescuing our kids
from the terrorism of heods;—iSoriganism, crac%{ and cocaine
won't be easy, but it can be done. //
Eight months ago, I ﬁsqphgfeg?sals to the Congress to help
win the war on crime.\\Wg%i%“WHIIéJEhe clock is running,
America's patience is running out. I ask you to support our

legislation te—take thugs off the street—==—and take back the

streets. // We need mandatory time for firearms offenses. No
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deals when criminals use a gun. And for anyone who kills a law

enforcement officer -- we need the death penalty. Not someplace.

Not some time. But here -- and now. //
Qnﬁﬁﬁfj

“ Last year, 23 million Americans used illegal drugs on a
"current" basis -- at least once in 30 days. And eight million
people used cocaine. A Nation with those numbers cannot long

preserve its soul. //

To help save it, last September you held a Mayors'
Conference on Drugs and I congratulate you. You're acting
locally to stem the use, sale, and flow of drugs. In Macon,
Mayor Lee Robinson has formed a partnership -- the Macon-Bibb War
on Drugs. And hexe, in Houston, Kathy Whitmire, parks and
recreation officials, local police, and residents of Acres Home
project have joined hands_to pursue "Drug Free Tomorrows." I

ove gonehe 9 e
visite%nkeres Home in November and the—eeurage -ef—that—commumrity—
is truly inspiring.

I commend these efforts. But these soldiers on the front
lines need help. So our Administration has unveiled America's
first national comprehensive strategy Eg’win th? war on drugs.

T avvaountld ge
And asked-—the Congress—for $__ billion in"FY '91 for education,

treatment, interdiction, and enforcement. We, too, want to help
the teenager tormented by crack. Or the pregnant mother -- alone
and desperate -- whose drug use threatens her child. Please:

Support our plan to help America get clean --and stay clean.

Together, let's defeat Public Enemy Number One. //




Endong thee SO gl 7f 5 _ |

Erasiﬁg'drugs will save lives. But, it will also help meet
that second challenge I talked about: the education of our
kids. //

You know how central education is to urban America: Bright
minds can find solutions to the many problems of our cities.
Remember, I said nothing was impossible. Yet, look at today's
box score of so-called "higher learning." A drop-out rate that
is totally unacceptable. Erratic standards. Unsafe schools
wracked by drug use and trafficking. Kids ill-equipped to read
or write. Let's be honest: oOur educational system isn't making
the grade. To go from "fail" to "pass" will require school
boards, teachers, and parents to work together with g;l levels of
government. // So last September, I met with a group of Mayors.
I heard about Kenner, Louisiana, which created "Step Up" -- a
program providing learning incentives for students. And Colorado
Springs -- there, officials founded a program to help dropouts
and at-risk kids finish high school. // And about the more than
350 cities which uplifted America on your "National Education
Day." |

8o far, so good -- and thanks to you, getting better. But
while education is mainly a local and State responsibility, the
Federal government must help. That's why last year we sent up
the "Educational Excellence Act of 1989" now before the Congress.:
Legislation which seeks: First, to reward excellence. Second,

to see that Federal dollérs serve those most in need. Third, to
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demand educational accountability. And fourth, it supports
greater flexibility and choice.

For instance, we want to.create a $500 million program to
reward schools that improve the most. And to reward schools
which create a drug-free environment and reduce the drop-out
rate. // Then, there's our new Magnet Schools of Excellence
program ~-- létting parents choose which public schools their kids
will attend. Urban Emergency Grants to help urban schools hit
hardest by drug use and trafficking. // And a National Science
Scholars initiative in science, mathematics, and engineering.

' To fufill the promise of America, we must be competitive in

the international marketplace of ideas. Our proposals will help
do that. But the promise of America also depends on meeting the
third and fourth challenges I mentioned earlier: Making housing
affordable and accessible -- especially for the homeless. //

tggéﬁy»American deserves!;'home. [ﬁell, here again, you're
acting creatively. In Kansas City, providing day care to free

_ fo
parents to find permanent housing. Or in Charlotte, using nfdrv(ﬂ
public-private monies to renovate buildings for the homelesig:k// g&éag;
Believe me, in Washington we've téken note. So two months égo, I
announced America's project HOPE, Home Ownership aﬁd Opportunity
for People Everywhere. To help make the Federal government a
more effective urban partner in bringing basic shelter and
affordable housing within reach of millions of Americans.

HOPE aims to help first-time homebuyers by allowing them to

draw, without penalty, on IRA savings as a down payment for that
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first home. HOPE can also help tenants become home-owners.
Think of public housing sites like East Los Angeles or Cochran

Gardens in St. Louis. Each has tenants in control. HOPE will

mean even more low-income Americans can know the pride and
dignity of owning a home. For other low-income families, we want
housing vouchers that increase housing options.

But for many, the problem of housing isn't just
affordability. 1It's availability. So we want Congress to renew
the low-income housing tax credit to create incentives for the
construction and rehabilitation of the housing so desperately
needed by low-income families.

But we must also create incentivgs for growth in those areas
where need is the greatest. Because growth means jobs and jobs
mean homes. So we have urged Congress to help the dream along by
passing our Enterprise-Zone legislation. We have proposed the
creation of at least 50 Enterprise Zones over the next four years
to fuel the engine of job creation in our cities. Bgt, in these
areas of severe poverty, we've got to do even more. We've got to
get rid of the capital gains tax altogether to spur the
investment that can turn dark corners of despair into thriving
neighborhoods once again.

Finally, I have asked Secrefary Kemp to convene a blue-
ribbon commission to identify barriers to affordabie housing.
Each of you deals with these problems everyday. Give us your

advice.
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For some Americans, however, other things come first: They
-need the self-respect to regain their lives. Their roof is the
sky above. Their floor is the street below. The homeless. -

We see them everywhere -- next door on 15th Street, in our
suburbs and small towns. They need emérgency shelter, food, and
medical care. So two months ago, I signed a bill that increases
funding under the McKinney Act to reduce homelessness. And we
want to find new ways to put part of our FHA foreclosures into
the hands of non-profit groups. And to coordinate basic needs
like shelter with other social services.

It won't be easy: We know that. But we also know the real

answer to the homeless is shelter plus care. And we know that to
help the homeless -- like improving education, or stopping crime
-- will require a combined Federal, State, and local effort.
Only then can we unleash the resources of the private and public
sectors -- showing, as a writer said, how "America is a
willingness of the heart.mw //

I believe there is a willingness of the heart in this room.
A ﬁillingness to put aside partisan concerns because the promise
of America also depends on us. So let us sit down -- the White

'House and Mayors; Democrats and Republicans -- and do what needs

to be done to make the impossible \\ possible. Thank you for
this occasion. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.

# % #



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 22, 19390

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: JIM PINKERTq

SUBJECT: J.S. Conference of Mayors
Two comments follow. (Also: the draft needs checking for
mispellings, e.g9., "beleive" and "fufill.")

pg. 1, para. 4, line 2 "When I first heard you were honoring a
famous Jewish Mayor for his years of service...."

This joke may appear to zome as crossing the fine line
separacing tasteful and distasteful references to an individual's
religion. Certainly the rule in politics is to avoid at all
costs any jokes invéolving a person's race or religion {the Al
Smith dinner being the exception that proves the rule). Well
intentioned though it may be, the very fact that some might find
it distasteful argues against using it.

pg. 2, para. 2, line 2 "We need to forge a new relationship. A
relationship which is a partnership."

As we have pointed out in previous speech comments, the
phrase "partnership" to describe any joint effort by the Federal
government and another body is usually problematic. The phrase
connotes a more or iess eguali ralationship when, to the contrary,
what we wish to zonvey on matters such as urban policy is that
the Federal governments acts as a vatalyst to facilitate action
by the local authorities (or private sector).

Education policy, wheres it is important to emphasize the
lesser role of the Federal government, is reason alone for
avoiding the phrase altogether in describing the Federal - Local
relationship. We suggest omitting the phrase here and the two
other places where "partnership" or "partner" is used to refer to

the Federal government: 3,3,1 and 6,4,8.
Hi#

o3
™
o
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MORANDUM
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01/19/90 10:00 a.m. Tuesday
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ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI
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Please provide any comments/recommendations directly to Chriss

()\ Winston by 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, 01/23, with a copy to my office.
Thanks.
o7
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: U.S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORS
CAPITOL HILTON HOTEL
FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 1990
10 A.M.

Mayor Whitmire, _ , Distinguished Mayors, Ladies and
gentlemen. Thank you for that reception, and for the pleasure of
beihg here. In particular, let me thank my fellow Houstonian
Kathy Whitmire, for that warm introduction. //

((Kathy and I go way back; Maybe that's why even théugh I'm
a Republican and she's a Democrat, the last time I was in Houston
she presented me-with the key to the city. // Only one probleﬁ.
I found out léter that the city was Anchorage, Alaska.)) //°

((But you know me -- I don't hold grudges. So I picked up
the phone when she called a coﬁple weeks later. She asked me to
declare a disaster area. // I told her I didn't think the
Houston Oilers were that bad.)) //

((I'm also glad, of course, to see the "Mayor's Mayor;“ //
When‘I first heard you were honoring a famous Jewish Mayor for
his years of service in turbulent times, I thought you meant Ed
Koch. // Instead, all my best to Jgfusalem's best -- Teddy
Kolleck.)) // |

Teddy, Kathy, and all of your colleagues -- it is an honor
to address this 58th annual U.S. Conference of Mayor's winter
meeting. And to talk to you about the ways that you and I -- the

White House and the Mayors -- can build a better America.
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Nineteen months ago, I sent you a letter expressing my thoughts
on urban policy. And wrote, "As we prepare to enter the 1990s,
it is clear that America needs a new working relationship between
the Federal government and the cities."

Well, I meant it then. And mean it now. We need to forge a

new relationship. // A relationship which is a partnership. //
A partnership which realizes that as Mayors, you man the front
lines in the war against urban problems. A partnership which can
achieve the promise of America.

And that promise of America depends on maintaining our

economic resources as we have since 1982 -- the longest peacetime

boom in American history. The '90s begin with inflation down.
Interest rates declining. And the lowest jobless rate in 15
years. And next week, we'll release a budget for Fiscal Year
1991 that builds on this prosperity. Together, let's support
policies which create more opportunity for all. //

The pfomise of America also depends on the safeguarding our

natural resources as Mayors are doing through initiatives like

Chicago's "Plastics on Parks." Or in Virginia Beach, generating
electricity from that city's landfill. ?Zig th
You're doing your part -- we intend to do ours. By /pﬁ’LJ%
strengthening the Clean Air Act, preserving ou IM l M
improving America's parks, encouraging reforestation, and by LQSA

other domestic and international initiatives to make this a :Fi; /pﬂ)/

cleaner, safer world. Together, let's protect our environmen04£ i:}L

for decades t;/ come. W t,z@
(‘% ()J
£S fj@

43’”"@
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Then, there are humanvresources; And here, too,
togefherhess counts. Today, an estimated __ million urban
families are led by workingfparents. But when it comes to child
care, Washington doesn't automatically know best. So I urge the
Congress to pass my child-care iegislation to put choice in the
hands of low-income parents. //

Each of these initiatives will nurture the promise of

America. Yet urban problems won't fade until we meet the
challenges I discussed in 1988 -- the challenges you face each

day: Drugs and crime, education, housing, and the plight of our

homeless. Can we meet them? I beleive we can. Because I
beleive in America, nothing is impossible. // (( Perhaps an ex-
baseball player put it best. "When I was a little boy," Craig
Nettles said, "I wanted to be a [big-league] player and join the
circus. With the Yankees, I've accomplished both."))

Well, I believe that as partners we, too, can accomplish
what some might think is impossible; The first of our challenges
is the drugs and crime that take such a sad toll on your streets
and the streets of communities across America. Rescuing our kids
from the terrorism of h&ods, hqoliganism, crack, aﬁd cocaine
won't be easy, but it can be done. //

Eight months ago, I sent proposals to the Congress to help
win the.war on crime. Well, while the clock is running,
'Amefica's patience is running out. I ask you to support our»
legislation to take thugs off the street -- and take back the

streets. // We need mandatory time for firearms offenses. No



)
dem '
\p&ﬂ*l eals when criminals use a gun. And for anyone who kills a la

VY g, gl v
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enfoyé;ment officer -- we need the death pena}fy. Not someplace.

. A6
B
fg Not/some time. But here -- and now. // / CO&P

/
‘Q>X Last year, 23 million Americans used illegal drugs on a
\maé>‘j:ﬂ- urrent" basis -- at least once in 30 day And eight million
%;(P(>{¥* eople used cocaine. A Nation with those n ers cannot lon
\{\\Pﬁ reserve its soul. //

CJp To help save it, last September you held a Mayors'

Conference on Drugs and I congratulate you. You're acting

locally to stem the use, sale, and flow of drugs. In Macon, [
Mayor Lee Robinson has formed a partnership -- the Macon-Bibb War
on Drugs. And here, in Houston, Kathy Whitmire, parks and (;'

recreation officials, local police, and residents of Acres Home o

project have joined hands to pursue "Drug Free Tomorrows." I
visited Acres Home in November and the courage of that community
is truly inspiring.

I commend these efforts. But these soldiers on the front
lines need help. So our Administration has unveiled America's
first national comprehensive strategy to win the war on drugs.

d asked the Congress for $__ billion in FY '91 for education,
'%T>VL treatment, interdiction, and enforcement. We, too, want to help
}&jlj/ he teenager tormented by crack. Or the pregnant mother -- alone

VQ///énd desperate -- whose drug use threatens her child. Please:

/7C> upport our plan to help America get clean --and stay clean.
D

_ Together..let's defeat Public Enemy Number One. //
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Erasing drugs will save lives. But, it will also help meet
that second challenge I talked about: the education of our
kids. //

You know how central education is to urban America: Bright
minds can find solutions to the many problems of our cities.
Remember, I said nothing was impossible. Yet, look at today's
box score of so-called "higher learning." A drop-out rate that
is totally unacceptable. Erratic standards. Unsafe schools
wracked by drug use and trafficking. Kids ill-equipped to read

or write. Let's be honest: Our educational system isn't making

the grade. To go from "fail" to "pass" will require school
boards, teachers, and parents to work together with all levels of
government. // So last September, I met with a group of Mayors.
I heard about Kenner, Louisiana, which created "Step Up" -- a
program providing learning incentives for students. And Colorado
Springs =-- there, officials founded a program to help dropouts
and at-risk kids finish high school. // And about the more than
350 cities which uplifted America on your "National Education
Day."
So far, so good -- and thanks to you, getting better. But
while education is mainly a local and State responsibility, the
(j}\ Qgﬂ/\rederal government must help. That's why last year we sent up

the "Educational Excellence Act of 1989" now before the Congress.

@;&Leglslatlon which seeks: First, to reward excellence. Second,

( \§ﬁﬂ) o0 see that Federal dollars serve those most in need. Third, to
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demand educational accountability. And fourth, it supports
greater flexibility and choice.

For instance, we want to create a $500 million program to
reward schools that improve the most. And to reward schools
which create a drug-free environment and reduée the drop-out
rate. // Then, there's our new Magnet Schools of Excellence
program -- letting parents choose which public schools their kids
will attend. Urban Emergency Grants to help urban schools hit
hardest by drug use and trafficking. // And a National Science
Scholars initiative in science, mathematics, and engineering.

Td fufill the promise of America, we must be competitive in
the international marketplace of ideas. Our proposals will help
do that. But the promise of America also depends on meeting the

third and fourth challeﬁges I mentioned earlier: Making housing

affordable and accessible -- especially for the homeless. //

Evefy American deserves a home. Well, here again, you're
acting creatively. In Kansas City, providing day care to free
parents to find permanent housing. Or in Charlotte, using
public-private monies to renovate buildings for fhe homeless. //
Believe me, in Washington we've taken note. So two months ago, I
announced America's project HOPE, Home Ownership and Opportunity
for People_Everywhere. To help make the Federal government a
more effective urban partner in bringing basic shelter and

affordable housing within reach of millions of Ameéricans.
HOPE aims to help first-time homebuyers by allowing them to

draw, without penalty, on IRA savings as a down payment for that
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first'home, HOPE can also help tenants become home-owners.
Think of public housing sites like East Los Angeles or Cochran

Gardens in St. Louis. Each has tenants in control. HOPE will

mean even more low-income Americans can know the pride and
dignitonf owning a home. For other low-income families, we want
housing vouchers that increase housing options.

But for many, the problem of housing isn't just
affordability. It's availability. So we want Congress to renew

the low-iﬁcome housing tax credit to create incentives for the
Iconstruction and rehabilitation of the housing so desperately
needed by low-income families.

But wé must also create incentives for growth in fhose areas
where need is the greatest. Because growth means jobs and jobs
mean homes. -So we have urged Congress to help the dream along by
passing our Enterprise-Zone legislation. We have proposed the
creation of at least 50 Enterprise Zones over the next four years
to. fuel thé engine of job creation in our cities. But, in these
areaé of severe poverty, we've got to do even more. We've got to
get rid of the capital gains tax altogether to spur the
investment that can turn dark corners of despair into thriving
neighborhoods once again.

Finally, I have asked Secretary Kemp to convene a blue-
ribbon commission to identify barriers to affordable housing.
Each of you deals with these problems everyday. Give us your

advice.
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For some Americans, however, other things come first: They

need the self-respect to regain their lives. Their roof is the
sky above. Their floor is the street below. The homeless.

We see them everywhere -- next door on 15th Street, in our
suburbs and small towns. They need emergency shelter, food, and
medical care. So two months ago, I signed a bill thaﬁ increases
funding under the McKinney Acf to reduce homelessness. And we
want to find new ways to put part of our FHA foreclosures into
the hands of non-profit groups. And to coordinate basic needs
like shelfer with other social services.

It won't be easy: We know that. But we also know the real

answer to the homeless is shelter plus care. And we know that to
help the homeless -- like improving education, or stopping crime
-- will require a combined Federal, State, and local effort.
Only then can we unleash the resources of the private and public
sectors f-'showing, as a writer said, how "America is a
willingness of the heart." //

I believe there is a willingness of the heart in this room.
A willingness to put aside partisan concerns because the promise
of America also depends on us. So let us sit down -- the White
House and Mayors; Democrats and Republicans -- and do what gggQé
to be done to make the impossible \\ poséible. Thank you fo;
this occasion. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.

#
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10 A.M.

Mayor Whitmire, _ , Distinguished Mayors, Ladies and
gentlemen. Thank you for that reception, and for the pleasure of
being here. 1In particular, let me thank my fellow Houstonian
Kathy Whitmire, for that warm introduction. //

((Kathy and I go way back. Maybe that's why even though I'm
a Republican and she's a Democrat, the last time I was in Houston
she presented me with the key to the city. // Only one problem.
I found out later that the city was Anchorage, Alaska.)) //

((But you know me -- I don't hold grudges. So I picked up
the phone when she called a couple weeks later. She asked me to
declare a disaster area. // I told her I didn't think the
Houston Oilers were that bad.)) //

((I'm also glad, of course, to see the "Mayor's Mayor." //
When I first heard you were honoring a famous Jewish Mayor for
his years of service in turbulent times, I thought you meant Ed
Koch. // Instead, all my best to Jerusalem's best -- Teddy
Kolleck.)) //

Teddy, Kathy, and all of your colleagues -- it is an honor
to address this 58th annual U.S. Conference of Mayor%s/winter L///f

meeting. And to talk to you about the ways that you and I -- the

White House and the Mayors -- can build a better America.
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Nineteen months ago, I sent you a letter expressing my thoughts
on urban policy. And wrote, "As we prepare to enter the 1990s,
it is clear that America needs a new working relationship between
EE%?E;J/ the Federal government and the cities."
@titéwdvl% : Well, I meant it then. And mean it now. We need to forge a
tlﬁ* new relationship. // A relationship which is a partnership./ //
ﬂ“AiPQCW}'A partnership which realizes that as Mayors, you man the front
CLKJA . lines in the war against urban problems. A partnership which can

;ﬁz:w#7 achieve the promise of America.
ﬁ}ﬂl4md And that promise of America depends on maintaining our
Uwﬁiﬁiaf economic resoufces as we have since 1982 -- the longest peacetime

wt A
Q,W””?Z;&?boom in American history. The '90s begin with inflation down.

&fjjﬁ Interest rates declining. And the f6west jobless rateZin 15 17 Sameart
/l‘ { X/
iaﬂo years. And next week, we'll release a budget for Fiscal Year

1991 that builds on this prosperity. Together, let's support

policies which create more opportunity for all. //

The promise of America also depends on &we safeguarding our
natural resources as Mayors are doing through initiatives like
Chicago's "Plastics on Parks." Or in Virginia Beach, generating
electricity from that city's landfill.

You're doing your part -- we intend to do ours. By
strengthening the Clean Air Act, preserving our wetlands,
improving America's parks, encouraging reforestation, and by
other domestic and international initiatives to make this a

cleaner, safer world. Together, let's protect our environment

for decades to come. //

—
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Then, there are human resources. And here, too,

togetherpggg/counts. Today, an estimated<££ million wrbam

families are led by working parents. But when it comes to child

care, Washington doesn't automatically know best. So I urge the

Congress to pass my child-care legislation to put choice in the

hands of low-income parents. //

Each of these initiatives will nurture the promise of

America. Yet urban problems won't fade until we meet the
challenges I discussed in 1988 -- the challenges you face each

day: Drugs and crime, education, housing, and the plight of our

homeless. Can we meet them? I beléive we can. Because I’ L
Lﬂ///belgfve in America, nothing is impossible. // (( Perhaif ?qux-

baseball player put it best. "When I was a little boy," é¥;;;3 D///
Nettles said, "I wanted to be a [big-league] player and join the
circus. With the Yankees, I've accomplished both."))

Well, I believe that as partners we, too, can accomplish
what some might think is impossible. The first of our challenges
is the drugs and crime that take such a sad toll on your streets
and the streets of communities across America. Rescuing our kids
from the terrorism of hoods, hooliganism, crack, and cocaine
won't be easy, but it can be done. //

Eight months ago, I sent proposals to the Congress to help
win the war on crime. Well, while the clock is running,
America's patience is running out. I ask you to support our
legislation to take thugs off the street -- and take back the

streets. // We need mandatory time for firearms offenses. No
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deals when criminals use a gun. And for anyone whd kills a law
enforcement officer -- we need the death penalty. Not someplace.
Not some time. But here -- and now. //
Last year, 23 million Americans used illegal drugs on a
"current" basis -- at least once in 30 days. And eight million
people used cocaine. A Nation with those numbers cannot long

preserve its soul. //

To help save it, last September you held a Mayors'
Conference on Drugs and I congratulate you. You're acting
locally to stem the use, sale, and flow of drugs. In Macon,
Mayor Lee Robinson has formed a partnership =-- the Macon-Bibb War

on Drugs. And(@érel in Houston, Kathy Whitmire, parks and

LV)
'Tkt»f wﬁ] recreation officials, local police, and residents of Acres Home

“n~\ )
l'./d

p
LL,V

V*‘jz

i“project have joined hands to pursue "Drug Free Tomorrows." I

(Rt : :
[mel visited Acres Home in November and the courage of that community

is truly inspiring.
I commend these efforts. But these soldiers on the front

lines need help. So our Administration has unveiled America's

first national comprehensive strategy to win the war on drugs. aé?éla¢
And asked the Congress for $w uBllllon in FY '91 for eé;;atlon, )fi:z;z
treatment, interdiction, and enforcement. We, too, want to help ,Jw&
the teenager tormented by crack. Or the pregnant mother -- alone ¥ 3o
and desperate -- whose drug use threatens her child. Please:

Support our plan to help America get clean --and stay clean.

Toqether..let's defeat Public Enemy Number One. //
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Erasing drugs will save lives. But, it will also help meet

that seconq challenge I talked about: the education of our
kidas. //

You know how central education is to urban America: Bright
minds canlfind solutions to the many problems of our cities.
Remember, I said nothing was impossible. Yet, look at today's
box score of so-called "higher learning." A drop-out rate that
is totally unacceptable. Erratic standards. Unsafe schools
wracked by drug use and trafficking. Kids ill-equipped to read
or write. Let's be honest: oOur educational system isn't making
the grade._ To go from "fail" to "pass" will require school
boards, teachers, and parents to work together with g;l levels of .
government. // So last September, I met with a group of Mayors.
I heard about Kenner, Louisiana, which created "Step Up" -- a
program pfoviding learning incentives for students. And Colorado
Springs -- there, officials founded a program to help dropouts
and at-risk kids finish high school. // And about the more than
350 cities which uplifted America on your "National Education
Day."

So far, so good -- and thanks to you, getting better. But
while education is mainly a local and State responsibility, the
Federal government must help. That's &hy last year we sent up
-the "Educational Excellence Act of 1989" now before the Congress.
Legislation which seeks: First, to reward excellence. Second,

to see that Federal dollars serve those most in need. Third, to
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demand educational accountability. And fourth, it supports
greater flexibility and choice.

For instance, we want to create a $500 million program to
reward schools that improve the most. And to reward schools
which create a drug-free environment and reduce the drop-out
rate. // Then, there's our new Magnet Schools of Excellence
program -- letting parents choose which public schools their kids
will attend. Urban Emergency Grants to help urban schools hit

¥

hardest by drug use and trafficking. // And a National Science

I\(o lo»a-"r

Scholars initiative in science, mathematics, and engineering. tttuJ
.~ To fulfill the promise of America, we must be competitive in @zgz
the international marketplace of ideas. Our proposals will help £y¢q
st

do that. But the promise of America also depends on meeting the

third and fourth challenges I mentioned earlier: Making housing

affordable and accessible -- especially for the homeless. //

Every American deserves a home. Well, here again, you're
acting creatively. 1In Kansas City, providing day care to free
parents to find permanent housing. Or in Charlotte, using
public-private monies to renovate buildings for the homeless. //
Believe me, in Washington we've taken note. So two months ago, I
announced America's project HOPE, Home Ownership and Opportunity
for People Everywhere. To help make the Federal government a
more effective urban partner in bringing basic shelter and
affordable housing within reach of millions of Americans.

HOPE aims to help first-time homebuyers by allowing them to

draw, without penalty, on IRA savings as a down payment for that
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first home. HOPE can also help tenants become home-owners.

Think of public housing sites like East Los Angeles or Cochran
Gardens in St. Louis. Each has tenants in control. HOPE will
mean even more low-income Americans can know the pride and
dignity of owning a home. For other low-income families, we want
housing vouchers that increase housing options.

But for many, the problem of housing isn't just
affordability. 1It's availability. So we want Congress to renew
the low-income housing tax credit to create incentives for the
construction and rehabilitation of the housing so desperately
needed by low-income families.

But we must also create incentives for growth in those areas
where need is the greatest. Because growth means jobs and jobs
mean homes. So we have urged Congress to help the dream along by
passing our Enterprise-Zone legislation. We have proposed the
creation of at least 50 Enterprise Zones over the next four years
to fuel the engine of job creation in our cities. iﬁ;n,Ih these

Y
areas of severe poverty, o do e e've got to

get rid of the capital gains tax altogether to spur the

“-i N
&

investment that can turn dark corners of despair into thriving
neighborhoods once again.

Finally, I have asked Secretary Kemp to convene a blue-
ribbon commission to identify barriers to affordable housing.
Each of you deals with these problems everﬁday. Give us your

advice.
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For some Americans, however, other things come first: They
need the self-respeqt to regain their lives. Their roof is the
sky above. Theirufloor is the street below. The homeless.
We see them everywhere -- next door on 15th Street, in our
suburbs and small towns. They need emergency shelter, food, and
medical care. So two months ago, I signed a bill that increases

funding under the McKinney Act to reduce homelessness. And weL»@Mﬁ9

the hands—of Tnon-profit—egroups. And to coordinate basic needs A@ﬁ

. y . ) ant of o FH
like shelter with other social serv:.cesJ /m ,/QWéIO — ¢ gz W ﬂj

g
It won't be easy: We know that. But we also know the real 7“@%4'

answer to the homeless is shelter plus care. And we know that to"”Z%;Z:
help the homeless -- like improving education, or stopping crime qum@
-- will reqﬁire a.combined Federal, State, and local effort.
Only then can we unleash the resources of the private and public
sectors -- showing, as a writer said, how "America is a
willingness of the heart." //

I believe there is a willingness of the heart in this room.
A willingness to put aside partisan concerns because the promise

of America also depends on us. So let us sit down -- the White

House and Mayors; Democrats and Republicans -=- and do what needs

to be done to make the impossible \\ possible. Thank you for
this occasion. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.

## 4
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crime, education, housing, and the plight of the homeless. The
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MAYORS

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: U.S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORS
- CAPITOL HILTON HOTEL
FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 1990
10 A.M.
Mayor Whitmire, Secretary Skinner, Director Cochran, Mayor
Isaac, Mayor Flynn. Other distinguished Mayors, Ladies and
gentlemen. Thank you for that reception, and for the pleasure of
being here. In particular, let me thank Kathy Whitmire for that
warm introduction. // ' sry

thy, of course, is a fellow Houstonian. Maybe that's

h I'm a Republican .a she's a Democrat, the last ,«Sﬂ'

time I was thereé\she presented me with e key the city. //
Only one problem. Kathy went out an anged the locg¢k. // Vy/ {ﬁ\’

.

((But you know me -- I don't haid grudges.' So I picked up
the phone when she called a couple weeks later. She asked me to V&Q

declare a disaster area. // I told her I didn't think the

- Houston Oilers were that bad.)) //

Kathy and all of your colleagues -- it is an honor to
address this 58th annual U.S. Conference of Mayor's Winter
Meeting.- And to talk to you about the ways that you and I -- the
White House and the Mayors -- can buiid a_better America.

Nineteen months ago, I sent you a letter expressing my

thoughts on urban policy. And wrote, "As we prepare to enter the
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1990s, it is clear that America needs a new working relationship
between the Federal government and the cities."
Well, I meant it then. And mean it now. We need to forge a
new relationship. // A relationship -- a partnership -- which

realizes that as Mayors, you are on the front lines in the war

against urban problems. A _partnership which can achieve the
promise of America. // '

That promise depends, first, on maintaining our economic
resources. Just as we have during the longest peacetime boom in
Americén history. And next week, we'll release a budget for

Fiscal Year 1991 that builds on this prosperity. Together, we

can create opportunity for all. //

The promise of America also depends on safequarding our
natural resources. Just as Mayors are doing through programs

like Chicago's "Plastics on Parks." Or in Virginia Beach,

generating electricity from that city's landfill. // You're
doing your part -- and we intend to do.ours. By strengthening
the Clean Air Act, preserving our wetlands, improving America's
parks, and other domestic and international initiatives.

Together, we can protect our environment for decades'to come. //

Then, there are human resources. Today, an estimated 15
million families are headed by working parents or single mothers.
But when it comes to child care, Washington doesn't automatically
know best. So I urge the Congress to pass my child-care

legislation. Let's put choice in the hands of low-income
parents. //
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Each of these initiatives will nurture the promise of

America. Yet urban problems won't fade until we meet the
challenges I discussed in 1988 -- the challenges you face each

day: Drugs and crime, education, housing, and the plight of our

homeless. Can we meet them? I believe we can. Because I
believe in'america, nothing is impossibie. // (( Perhaps an ex-
baseball player put it best. "When I was a little boy," @Qraig
Nettles said, "I wanted to be a [big-league] player and join the
cireus. With the Yankees, I've accomplished both."))

I believe that as partners we, too, can accomplish what some
might deem impossible. So let us assault the drugs and crime

that form the first of our challenges. Rescuing our kids from

crack and cocaine won't be easy -- but but it can be done. //

der that last ear eight million people used cocaine.
C%M V\Va€%y51 b4 ’ g peop

And \23 million Americans used 1lle%vi druag ou[a "current" baels JLJPAL
Ny, mof 7. K
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-- at least once in 30 days. f\Amd—aeeerdlng_tg_one_stugx*ﬂ?*_
Amertea¢s—gress~drug_sales—topped_§;;gzgg;;ggg—-s—éeuble—;he
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\ Ihﬁ meand olmosh 9 acll
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To- help save it, yesterday I released the 1990 National Drug P °3k
- YV .

Control Strategy -- Phase II of the comprehensive drug policy we {\aV§
unveiled last September. We're asking Congress to spend over $10

and a half billion in FY '91 for education, treatment,

interdiction, and enforcement. That's a 41 per cent increase in'

outlays over the current year. And it means a 70 per cent
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increase in drug-related spending overall since our
Administration took office. //

I ask you to support our strategy to take back the streets
from crime and drugs. // We need mandatory time for firearms
offenses. No deals when criminals use a gun. And as Phase II
proposes, an expansion of the death pen;lty for drug-related
crimes. In that context, I ask you to urge your State
legislatures to approve the same penalty for the killing of local
law enforcement officers. Let's work together to stop the
hooligans.and the thugs. //

Phase II aims to help the teenager tormented .by crack. Or
the pregnant mother whose drug use imperils her child. Yet drugs
are a national, not only Federal, problem. So you, too, have
responded. Macon, Georgia, for example, has started the Macon-
Bibb War on Drugs. And in Houston, local officials and residents
of Acres Homes project have teamed to pursue "Drug Free
Tomorrows." I visited Acres Home last month -- and the courage
of that community is truly inspiring.

Now, let's join hands to inspire the millions of Americans
who want to help America get clean -- and stay clean. How? Look
at this morning's USA Today. According to the Gordon Black Poll,
10 per cent of all families are already involved in volunteer
anti-drug programs. But what's really startling is that an
unbelievable 60 per cent of Americans would volunteer 5 hours

each week to stop the sale and use of drugé. And the same
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percentage would donate from $20 to $100 to thelr community to ‘b 0¢P

o

stem drug use. Why haven't they? They haven't been aske

d .

Get out your pocket calculators. These flgures me that *}j
Americans are willing to donate more than 500 million hours\ﬁér
week. And $5 billion, nationally. They want to serve. They
want to give. But they have to be askea before they can do
either. A promise: I will use the Bully Pulpit to ask them to
do both. And I urge you to do the same. Together, let's defeat
Public Enemy Number One. //

Ending the scourge of drugs will not only save lives. It

will also help meet that second challenge I talked about: the

education of our kids. //

You knéw how central education is to urban America: Bright
minds can find solutions to your Rubik's Cube of problems.
Remember: Nothing is impossible. // Yet, look at today's box
score of so-called "higher learning." A drop-out rate that is
totally unacceptable. Erratic standards. Unsafe schools wracked
by drug use and'trafficking. Kids ill-equipped to read or write.
Let's be honest: Our educational system isn't making the grade.

To go from "fail" to "pass" will require school boards,
teachers, and parents to work together with all levels of
government. '// So I applaud Mayors who have started programs
like "Step Up" in Kenner, Louisiana -- pro§iding learning
incentives for students. Or the program ‘in Colorado Springs

which helps dropouts and at-risk kids finish high school. //
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Mayors who head the more than 350 cities which enriched America
on your "National Education Day."

8o far, so good -- and yet still so much to do. For while
education is mostly a local and State responsibility, the Federal
government must help. That's why I call on the Congress to pass
our "Educational Excellence Act." Legiglation which seeks:

First, to encourage excellence. 8econd, to see that Federal

dollars gerve those most in need. Third, to demand educational

accountabilifx. And fourth, to support flexibility and choice.

For iﬁstance, we want to create a $500 million program when
fully funded to reward schools that improve the most. Then,
there's our new Magnet Schools of Excellence program. Our plan
to reward schools which create a drug-free environment and reduce
the drop-out rate. And a National Science Scholars initiative in'
science, mathematics, and engineering. And recently, I was
pleased to sign into law, legislation to help urban schools hit
hardest by drug use. //

These initiatives can, and will, make America competitive in
the international marketplace of ideas. But the promise of
America also depends on meeting the third and fourth challenges I

mentioned earlier: Making housing affordable and accessible --

and providing help for the homeless. //
. Basic shelter -- affordable housing -- should be every

‘American's reality -- not merely a dream. So two months ago, I

announced an initiative to make the Federal government a more

effective urban partner. Its name: HOPE, Home Ownership and
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Opportunity for People Everywhere, a new comprehensive housing
and urban development agenda.

HOPE will help first-time homebuyers by allowing them to
draw, without penalty, on IRA savings as a down payment for that
first home. And it will also help tenants become home-owners.
As public housing sites havé done in étj Louis, Washington, and

East Los Angeles. Each with tenants in control. // For other

low-income families, we want housing vouchers that increase
housing options. And toward that end, I have asked Secretary
Kemp to convene a commission to identify barriers to affordable
housing.

Yet for many, the problem of housing is availability -- not )
just affordability. So we want Congress to renew the tax credit
to aid the construction and rehabilitation of low-income housing.
// But we must also create incentives for growth in those areas
of need. For growth means jobs <- and jobs mean homes. // So
we have urged Congreés to help the dream along by passing our
Enterprise~Zone legislation. Proposing at least 50 urban
Enterprise Zones over the next four years to fuel the engine of
5ob creation. // There's more. We want to cut the capital
gains tax for the Nation. And for Enterprise Zones, we've got to
abolish that tax altogether to spur the investment, jobs, and
enterprise that can turn dark corners éf despair into
neighborhoods 1lit by opportunity and hope. //

Finally, let us proVide hope for those whose roof is the sky

above. Whose floor is the street below. We see them everywhere
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-- next door on 15th Streeﬁ, in our suburbs and small towns.
Yes, the homeless.

The homeless need emergency shelter, food, and medical care.
To reduce homelessness, two months ago I signed a bill that
increases funding under the McKinney Act. And we want to find
new ways to put part of our FHA forecio;ures into the hands of
non-profit groups. And to coordinate basic needs like shelter
with other social services.

It won't be easy: We know that. But we also know the real
answer to the homeless is shelter plus care. And we know that to
help the homeless -- like improving education, or stopping drugs
-- will require a combined Federal, State, and local effort.

Only then can we ﬁnleash the resources of the private and public
sectors -- showing, as a writer said, how "[America] is a
willingness of the heart." //

I believe there is a willingness of the heart in this room.
Among Democrats and Republicans. // The White House and Mayors.

// A willingness to put aside partisan concerns.

So let us sit down, tqgether, and do what needs to be done.

To achieve the promise of America; And thereby make the
impossible // possible. Thank you for this occasion. God
bless you. And God bless the United States of America.
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