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EARTH DAY ==~ AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush
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Last summer, I took my 13-year-old grandson on a fishing
trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of that day’lingers,
as the tﬁo of us cast our lines, sinking long‘flashy-spinners
deep into the crystalline ﬁater.' After some effort, we caught a
few Mackinaw trout, and let them go. Bﬁt the real catch was for

our eyes.

From our small boat, we watched elk warily emerge out of the
forest at dusk to drink at the lake. And rising out of the
forest in the distance were the Tetons -- jagged, immense, snow-
~ capped, invincible. No words, no photo, no painter could do them
justice.

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
primiti&e and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas-like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers‘
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of
natural resources was a natural way of life for the pioneeré. In
fact, it was the only way of life. So our'ancestors did what

they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of course, we knoﬁ better. And knowing better, we
must act better. It was President Teddy Roosevelt who declared
80 years ego that nothing short of defending this country in
wartime "compares in importance with the great central task of
leaving this land even a better land for our descendants than it
is for us."

He was one of the first to perceive that nature is not an
infinite resource. Environmental destruction in one place on
Earth can have serious conseduences for other, sometimes remote,
parts of our planet. In fact, some scientists compare the earth
to a single 6rganism, a living system whose abilitf to survive
depends on ite overall well-being.

It is not possible to.restore our environment to a perfectly
natural state. VYet we've also learned that a growing economy can
only be sustained with a healthy environment. This requires a
balance -- trade-offs, tough decisions, careful planning, exact
studies and creative proposals.

Seeking that balance, environmental leaders like Senators Ed
Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jackson, and others put
aside party differences in the late 1960s to craft landmark
comprehensive  environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,
President Nixon began the new decade by signing fhe National
.Environmental Policy Act into law. All the historic
environmental laws of the Seventies followed this bold step --
the Clean Air Act, the Cleen Water Act and the laws regulating

pesticides, toxic substances and hazardous wastes.
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It was also roughly twenty years ago that the Environmental
Protection Agency began its historic mission under the strong
leadership of Bill Ruckelshaus. d it is in this samé

+0 LPA +odken)

tradition that Bill Reilly brlngs his own dlstlnctlve brand of

leadership to-—BPA—today.—~ /mzwa.,g basedl on &uv/l ranpnctal
ol ow real comwbr At

Iq the first year of this Admlnlstratlon, we've taken on
many tough environmental problems. On June 12, I announced ways
we can use the:market to reduce emissions of acid rain, urban
smog and toxic air pollution -- all included in the first major
overhaul of the Clean Air Act to be proposed in more than a
decade.

Later in the year, we called for $710 million for Clean Coal
Technology:; a ban on nearly all uses of asbestos by 1997; and a
ban on the export of hazardous waste. In addition, we've
accelerated our leadership on élobal.change -- proposing a 28
percent increase in global environmental research, and.offering
. to host an international conference next fall to negotiate a
framework treaty on global change.

But the Federal government is only part of the story.

Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was gaining strength
in the city halls and state capitols of our nation, as well as in
Washington. And the new gommitment to a cleanér, safer
environment wasn't just COnfined to government. It grew from the
bottom, up -- not just from school boards, city councils and

state legislatures -- but from millions of homes.
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Americans caﬁe together as environmental volunteers --
spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the earth. And it
was this movement that created the first Earth Day, twenty years
ago on April 22, 1970. Earth Day began as a spectacular movement

of citizen leadership. It has become an American trédition,
worthy of future generations. |

A president quickly learns to see policy in the broadest
terms possible: Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy fovenergy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot fail to see that deforestatién, ozone depletion, ocean
pollution and the threat of global warming interconnect to
challenge our future. We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely
action. Environmental protection must beéome a higher priority
for us all.

— If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of
‘the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the peoples of Europe in May. 1In
Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I told
them: "what a tragedy it would be if your continenf was again
spoiled, this time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that
of poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America's
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that couhtfies from

France to Finland suffered after Cherhobyl, and that West Germany
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is stfuggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is
this: YEnvironmental destruction respects no borders."

When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
extend a hand to the East, the people of Eﬁrope on both sides of
the Iron Curtain.responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working
with my counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached
agreements to share our environmental technical and regulatory
knowledge with®Eastern Europe.

I hope these agreements become a model not just for Europe,
but for the world. And I am determined that in the 1990s, the
United States of America will contiﬁue to assume responsibility
by providing world environmental leadership.

At home, we've brought to my Adminietration outstanding
environmental professionals, like Michael Deland, who chairs the
important Council on Environmentel Quality. We've broken new
ground by declaring that pollution prevention is our ultimate
goal. For too long, we've focused on clean-up campaigns and
penalties after the damage is done. 1It's time to reorient our
policies to technologies and processes that reduce or prevent
pollution‘-- to stop it before it starts. In the 1990s,
pollution prevention must go to the source.

To save the Earth will require our best efforts. Everyone
must volunteer to help. Business, labor, and consumers must
cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be
partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,

must enlist. And so must families -- we all can learn to
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generate less waste, and to recycle'the waste that we do produce.
In fact, those families that do recycle have found it makes
economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is one simple Fhing that you can do on Ea;th
Day, regardless of your age or ability. i ask yoﬁvto join me in
sowing a legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizoﬁs. I
ask yoﬁ to perform a simple act. I ask you to plént a tree.

You don't‘have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a
tree. Trees cool the earth on a summer's day. They quiet the
noise of a freeway. They provide a natural wind break in winter.’
And every tree makes Aherica a little greener, a little more like
the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that
solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the
goodwili, generosity, and vision of the American people. We have
already given the world so much. Let's give the worid an example
of volunteerism and environmental 1eadérship on April 22, 1990,

and in the years to come.
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EARTH DAY -~ AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

Six months ago, I took my 13-year-old grandson, George P.
Bush, on fishing trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of
that day lingers, as the two of us let out our lines, sinking
long flashy spinners deep into the crystalline water. After some
effort, we caught three Mackinaw trout (and let them go). But
the real catch was for our eyes.

From our small boat, we could spot elk emerging warily out
of the forest at dusk to forage the grassy plains around us. And
rising out of the forest in the distance were the Tetons --
jagged, immense, snow-capped, invincible. No words, no photo, no
painter could do it justice.

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of
natural resources was a natural way of life for §ur forebears.

In fact, it was the only way of life. So our ancestors did what

they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, 6f course, we know better. And knowing better, we
must act better. ’

We know that nature‘is not an infinite resource.
Environmental destruction in one part of the Earth can have
serious consequences for other, sometimes remote, parts of our
planet. In fact, our leading scientists often compare our planet

to a _single organism, a living thing whose ability to survive

depends on its overall well-being.

Yet, it is also not possible to restore our environment to a
perfectly natural state. To do so would mean to shut down our
factories, our schools, our highways and our cities. But we can
balance a growing economy with a better environment. This
balance demands trade-offs and tough decisions, careful plannihg,
exact stﬁdies and creative proposals.

America’s environmental leadership began in the late 1960s,
when Senators Ed Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jackson and
others put aside party differences to craft the first
comprehensive environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,
President Nixon began the new decade by signing the National
Environmental Protection Act into law. All the landmark
environmental legislation of the Seventies -~ the CleanlAir Act,
the Clean Water Act -- were built on this foundation.

It was also roughly twenty years ago that the Environmental
- Protection Agency began its historic mission. Bill Ruckelshaus

was a great first administrator. And it is in this same
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fradition that Bill Reilly brings his own distinctive brand of
leadership to EPA today.

But the federal government covers only part of the story.
Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was also gainingA
strength in the city halls and state capitols of our nation. And
the new commitment to a cleaner, safer environment wasn’t just
confined to government. It grew from the bottom, up -- not just
from school boards, city councils and state legislatures -- but
from millions of homes.

Americans came together for the first time as environmental
volunteers -- spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the
Earth. And it was their movement -- your movement -- that
created the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day began as a spectacular moment of citizen
leadership, and became an American tradition, worthy of future
generations. That is why I will follow the examples of
presidénts before me, by recognizing Earth Day, April 22, 1990.

A president soon learns to see policy in the broadest terms
possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot fail to see that deforesfation, ozone depletion, ocean
pollution and the dire possibility of global warming
interconnect, add up,'and pose é grave threat to our very future.
We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely action. Environmental

protection has become an urgent priority for us all.
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If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of
the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the people of Europe in May. 1In
Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course,.Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I said:
"what a tragedy it would be if your continent was again spoiled,
this time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that of
poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America’s
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered after Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is
this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders."

‘When I suggested that the United States and'WeStern~Europe
extend a hand East, the people of Europe on both sides of the
Iron Cﬁrtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working with
my counterparts in Western Eurobe, we have reached agreements to
advance our technical and regulatory knowledge to Eastern
Europe.

I hope these agreéments become a model not just for Europe,
but for the world. And I determined that in the 1990s, the
United States of America will continue to assume responsibility
by providing world environmental leadership.

At home, we’ve brought in environmental professionals, like
Michael Deland, who chairs the Council onhEnvironmental Quality.

We’ve broken new ground by declaring that pollution prevention is
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our ultimate goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up
campaigns and penalties after the damage is done. 1It’s time to
reorient our policies to technologies and processes that reduce
or prevent pollution -- to stop it before it starts. 1In the
1990s, pollution prevention must go to the source.
' To save the Earth will require the best efforts of us all.
Everyone must be a volunteer. Business, labor and consumers must
cooperate.- Environmentalists and industrialists must be
partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,
must enlist. And so must families -- all can learn to generate
less waste, and to recycle the waste that we still generate. 1In
fact, those families that do recycle have found it to make
economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is one simple thing you can do on Earth Day,
no matter your age or ability. I ask you to join me in sowing a
legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I ask you to
perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree.

You don’t have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a
tree. Trees block the sun and absorb heat on a summer’s day.
They quiet the noise of a freeway. They provide a natural wind
break in winter. And every tree makes America a little greener,
a little mére like the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that
solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the

goodwill, generosity and vision of the American people. We have



6
already given the world so much. Let us give the world an
example volunteerism and environmental leadership on April 22.

# # #
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Last summer, I took my l1l3-year-old grandson on a fishing
trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of that day lingers,
as the two of cast our lines, sinking long flashy spinners deep
into the crystalline water. After some effort, we caught a few
Mackinaw trout, and let them go. But the real catch was for our
eyes.

From our small boat, we watched elk warily emerge out of the
forest at dusk to drink at the lake. And rising out of the
forest in the distance were the Tetons -- jagged, immense, snow-
capped, invincible. No words, no photo, no painter could do them
justice.

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of
natural resources was a natural way of life for the pioneers. 1In
fact, it was the only way of life. So our ancestors did what
they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of course, we know better. And knowing better, we
must act better. It was President Teddy Roosevelt who declared
80 years ago that nothing short of defending this country in
wartime "compares in impoftance with the great central task of
leaving this land even,better land for our descendants than it is
for us." /€\

He was one of the first to perceive that nature is not an
infinite resource. Environmental destruction in one place on
Earth can have serious consequences for other, sometimes remote,
parts of our planet. 1In fact, some scientists compare the earth
to a single organism, a living system whose ability to survive
depends on its overall well-being.

It is not possible to restore our environment to a perfectly
natural state. Yet we’ve also learned that a growing economy can
only be sustained with a healthy environment. This requires a
balance -- trade-offs, tough decisions, careful planning, exact
studies and creative proposals.

Seeking that balance, environmental leaders like Senators Ed
Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jacksonjand others put aside
party differences in the late 1960s to craft the landmark
comprehensive environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,
President Nixon began the new decade by signing the National
Environmental Policy Act into law. All the historic
environmental laws of the Seventies followed this bold step --
the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and the laws regulating

pesticides, toxic substances and hazardous wastes.
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It was-also roughly twenty years ago that the Environmental
Protection Agency began its histofic mission under the strong
leadership of Bill Ruckelshaus. And it is in this same
tradition, that Bill Reilly brings his own distinctive brand.of
leadership to EPA today.

But the federal government is only part of the story.
'Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was gaining strength
in the city halls and state capitols of our nation, as well as in
Washington. And the new commitment to a cleaner, safer
environment wasn’t just confined to government. It grew from the
bottom, up -- not just from school boards, city councils and
state legislatures -- but from millions of homes.

Americans came together for the first time as environmental
volunteers -- spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the
earth. And it was this movement that created the first Earth Day
on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day began as a spectacular moment of citizen
leadership, and it became an American tradition, worthy of future
generations.  That is why I will follow the examples of
presidents before me by joining with you to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of Earth Day on April 22, 1990.

A president quickly learns to see policy in the broadest
terms possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one

cannot fail to see that deforestation, ozone depletion, ocean
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pollution and the threat of global warming interconnect to
challenge our future. We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely
action. Environmental protection must become a higher priority
for us éll.

If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of
the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the peoples of Euiope in May. In
Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I told
them: "What a tragedy it would be if your continent was again |
spoiled, this time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that
of poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America’s
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered after Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is
this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders."

When I suggested that the United States.and Western Eufope
extend a hand to the East, the people of Europe on both sides of
the Iron Curtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working
with my counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached
agreements to share our environmental technical and regulatory
knowledge with Eastern Europe.

I hope these agreements become a model not just for Europe,

but for the world. And I am determined that in the 1990s, the
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United States of America will continue to assume responsibility
by providing world environmental leadership.

At home, we’ve brought to my Administration outstanding
environmental professionals, like Michael Deland, who chairs the
important Council on Environmental Quality. We’ve broken new
ground by declaring that pollution prevention is our ultimate
goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up campaigns and
penalties after the damage is done. 1It’s time to reorient our
policies to technologies and processes that reduce or prevent
pollution -- to stop it before it starts. In the 1990s,
pollution prevention must go to the source.

To save the Earth will require our best efforts. Everyone
must volunteer to help. Business, labo;;and consumers must
cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be
partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,
must enlist. And so must families -- we all can learn to
generate less waste, and to recycle the waste that we do produce.
In fact, those families that do recycle have found it makes
economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is one simple thing that you can do on Earth
Day, regardless of your age or ability. I ask you to join me in
sowing a legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I
ask you to perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree.

You don’t have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a
tree. Trees cool the earth on a summer’s day. They quiet the

noise of a freeway. They provide a natural wind break in winter.
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And every tree makes America a little greener, a little more like
the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that
solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the
goodwill, generositz)and vision of the American people. We have
already given the world so much. Let’s give the world an example
of volunteerism and environmental leadership on April 22, 1990,

and in the years to come.



Document No.

093539ss

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pate,_ L1/28/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 00N+ FRIDAY, DEC. 1
EARTH DAY -- AN AMERICAN TRADITION
SUBJECT: By George Bush
ACTION FYI ACTION  FYI

VICE PRESIDENT o f MCCLURE / 0
SUNUNU o NEWMAN o 0
SCOWCROFT { O PORTER / O
DARMAN p/ O ROGICH o o
BATES “mmy 0 UNTERMEYER 0 =
CARD - V DELAND J a
CICCONI O / SUBERS o
DEMAREST W O RSO O
FITZWATER a/ PINRERTON M O
GRAY / ad a O
HAGIN O O

REMARKS:

Please provide comments directly to Chriss Winston,
Room 122, x2930, with a copy to my office by NOON, FRIDAY, DEC. 1.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:

O \\\‘@

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



Gordon Bundan — EPLA~ 382-410D.

Davis/Martin

56 Nov. 28, 1989

| q P& Title: Earth

1983 NOv 28 Draft: Three

EARTH DAY -- AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

Six months ago, I took my 13-year-old grandson, George P.
Bush, on fishing trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of
that day lingers, as the two of us let out our lines, sinking
long flashy spinners deep into the crystalline water. After some
effort, we caught three Mackinaw trout (and let them go). But
the real catch was for our eyes.

From our small boat, we could spot elk emerging warily out
of the forest at dusk to forage the grassy plains around us. And
rising out of the forest in the distance were the Tetons --

jagged, immense, snow-capped, invincible. No words, no photo, no

painter could do it justice.

NS‘\"
Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as

primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of

Harmn .

natural resources was a natural way of life for

In fact, it was the only way of life. So our ancestors did what
they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the
land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of course, we know better. And knowing better, we
must act better.

We know that nature is not an infinite resource.
Environmental destruction in one part of the Earth can have
serious consequences for other, sometimes remote, parts of our
planet. 1In factr-eurjizgééng scientists eften- compare our planet
to a single organism, a living'21§§g3whose ability to-é%gégégj:LL'
depends on its overall well-being.

“’////Qet, it is also not possible to restore our environment to a
perfectly natural state. To do so would mean te shutﬁaown our
factories, our schools, our highways and our cities. But we can

balance a growing economy with a better environment. This

balance demands trade-offs and tough decisions, careful planning
L3 \GlOTO\Jb

exact studies and creative proposals.
— . Cav\)‘kééxﬂw

Amerlca’gAenVLronmental leadership began in the late 1960s,

when Senators Ed Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jackson and
others put aside party differences to craft the first
comprehensive environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,

President Nixon began the new decade by signing the National

Pols Aolr
Environmental P;ete;Qion-Act into law. All the landmark é@ﬁéﬁ
lauws | . .
environmental -legislation of the Seventies -- the Clean Air Act,

the Clean Water Act -- were built on this foundation.

It was also roughly twenty years ago that the Environmefntal
Protection Agency began its historic mission. Bill Ruckelshaus

was a great first administrator. And it is in this same
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The 70's environmental laws were distinctly not built on the
foundation of NEPA. NEPA came from Henry Jackson and the

Interior Committee while CAA, CNA etc. came from Muskie and the
Public Works Committee. The two were politically and substantively
unrelated. CAA, CWA, etc. built on the foundation of 20 years

of previous laws on those subjected and were in fact

amendments to those earlier laws. THe first water polution

act was 1948, thefirst air act was about 1955.
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tradition that Bill Reilly brings his own distinctive brand of
leadership to EPA today.

But the federal government covers only part of the story.
Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was also gaining
strength in the city halls and state capitols of our nation. And
the new commitment to a cleaner, safer environment wasn'’t just
confined to government. It grew from the bottom, up -- not just
from school boards, city councils and state legislatures -- but

from millions of homes.

Americans came together for the first time as environmental

-volunteers -- spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the
Earth. And it was their movement -- your movement -- that

Cﬁﬁy created the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.

vy‘y;Q/ Earth Day began as a spectacular moment of citizen

n\f%f' leadership, and became an American tradition, worthy of future

N

generations. That is why I will follow the examples of
presidents before me, by recognizing Earth Day, April 22, 1990.

A president segﬁﬁiearns to see policy in the broadest terms
possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot fail to see that deforestation, ozone depletion, ocean
pollution and the dire possibility of global warming
interconnect, add up, and pose a grave threat to our very future.
We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely action. Environmental

protection has become an urgent priority for us all.
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If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of
the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the people of Europe in May. 1In

Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world

ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I said:
"what a tragedy it would be if your continent was again spoiled,
this time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that of
poisoned rivers and acid rain." <£\told them of America’s
environmental tragedy in Alask%} I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered after Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is

this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders."

When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
extend a han@rgﬁZf?H:;e people of Europe on both sides of the
Iron Curtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working with
my counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached agreements to
,éaizézé’our technical and regulatory knowledge/tngastern
Europe. uA@j‘
I hope these agreements become a model not just for Europe, P
but for the world. And I determined that in the 1990s, the PP
United States of America will continue to assume responsibility
by providing world environmental leadership.
" adiminds Hredion .
At home, we’ve brought qu vironmental professionals, like

Michael Deland, who chairs the Council on Environmental Quality.

We’ve broken new ground by declaring that pollution prevention is
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our ultimate goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up
campaigns and penalties after the damage is done. 1It’s time to
reorient our policies to technologies and processes that reduce
or prevent pollution -- to stop it before it starts. 1In the
1990s, pollution prevention must go to the source.

To save the Earth will require the best efforts of us all.
Everyone must be a volunteer. Business, labor and consumers must
cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be

partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,

wP
must enlist. And so must families -- allfhan learn to generate
do  prodics.

less waste, and to recycle the waste that we s;é%i;generate. In

and lrupinesaes. Heak-i + R
fact, those familiesAthat do recycle have found it—to makes. 4bmoﬁ‘

. . (Lo e

economic, as well as ecological, sense. PPRIPMS o

Finally, there is one simple thing you can do on Earth Day,
- : . Endoong .
no matter,your age or ability. I ask you to join me in -sowing a
legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I ask you to
perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree.
You don’t have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a
Seenmp Qe = M—‘\G’hm = .
tree. Treesigﬁock the sun and“absorb heat on a summer’s day.
They quiet the noise of a“freeway. They provide a natural wind
break in winter. And every tree makes America a little greener,
a little more like the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.
I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that

solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the

goodwill, generosity and vision of the American people. We have



6
J
already given the world so much. Let us give the world an

example,volunteerism and environmental leadership on April 22,,490 cunof

F
covYvrs-
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

MEMORANDUM
TO: DENISE SCHWARZ
CABINET AFFAIRS
THE WHITE HOQUSE
FROM: TOM WEIMER
CRIEF OF STAFF
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SUBJECT: REVIEW OF "EARTH DAY" SPEECH

We have reviewed the "Earth Day" speech per your request,
and have the following comments.

First of all, in the first paragraph, the President caught
five fish in Wyoming, not three! ‘

Secondly, on page 2, we would suggest that, in the third
paragraph, the sentence reading "America's environmental
leadership began in the late 1960s" be deleted. Americans
have been environmentally conscious since the days of Teddy
Roosevelt and before —- you may wish to reference hin.

At the top of page 3, you may wish to add references to
Secretary Lujan and Secretary Yeutter, as well. Both the
Departments of Interior and Agriculture have strong
environmental missions, in addition to EPA'’s.

On page four, you could add the following sentences, which
provide additional concrete examples of this
Administration’s efforts to work with other nations in
international environmental efforts.

"On December __ , I signed legislation to implement the
North American Waterfowl Management Plan, which represents
an historic cooperative effort between the United States and
Canada to better manage and protect the waterfowl of North
America. Earlier this year, the United States was a leader
in convincing the Convention on Interpnational Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES) to restrict international trade
in ivory, in an effort to save the African elephant."

Finally, on page three, in the last four lines, we would recommend striking
the words "dire" and 'grave" in discussing global warning.
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EARTH DAY -- AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

Six months ago, I took my l13-year-old grandsoanseefgirrrjl’/

()
/f?%ngﬁﬂ onkfishing trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of
that day lingers,.a the two of us let out our lines, sinking
long flashy spinners deep into the crystalléne water. After some

9/
effort, we caught three Mackinaw trout)iandAlet them goﬁf//But

the real catch was for our eyes.

;

From our small boat, we could spot elk emerging warily owe

VO
af the forest at dusk to-ésézgzﬁ;he grassy plains around us. And

n
rising out of the forest in the distance were the Tetons --

jagged, immense, snow-capped, imvemedbie. No words, no photo, no
painter could do it justice.

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation ,of
natural resources was a natural way of life for e;£f¥g£§£eafs.

In fact, it was the only way of life. So our ancestors did what

they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of course, we know better. And knowing better, we

must act better.

1AV,
Environmental destruction in onel part-ef—the Earth can have
Wy A

serious consequences f&r other, sometimes remote, pa:ts:c#feﬁr

We know that nature is not ?Eniffinite resource.

planet. In fact, our leading scientists often compare ear4planet

to a single organism, a living thing whose ability to survive

depends on its overall well-being.
YGE;jiﬁ is a&sg9hot possible to restore our environment to a

perfectly natural state. To-do-so-would-mean to shut down—eur

= i itd . But we can

balance a growing economy with a better environment. This
balance demands trade-offs and tough decisions, careful planning,

exact studie§>and creative proposals. thi

America’s environmental leadersh®p i L&gw&
wien Senators Ed Muskie, Howard Baker(Athe late Henry Jacksoq>and
others put aside party differences to craft the first
comprehensive environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,

President Nixo beganvﬁhe new decade by signing the National

Environmenta;A Act into law. All the landmark
environmental legislation of the Seventies -- the Clean Air Act,
the Clean Water Act -- were built on this foundation.

It was also roughly twenty years ago tgiéuiﬂﬁ 3?virq&$3&6iiw {
Protection Agency began its historic missionA Bill Ruckelshaus. ‘

e s Imind ) i B .




T ’

tradition—that Bill Reilly brings his own distinctive brand of

leadership to EPA.today. ‘ ﬁ&«l
W
hy
@M

But the federal government C&%®#s only part of theA story.

Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was &80 gainin\c_jﬂu Q’\;,
)

strength in the city halls and state capitols of our natior}‘. And

the new commitment to a cleaner, safer environment wasnLli Just

7

. . | - i - s - .,,_-_‘/ / ,
i

frem' school boards, city councils and state-legislatures == _but

fesom millions of homes,‘(&“ MT}N M’?

Americans came together for the first time as environmental
volunteers -- spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the
Earth. And it was their movement -- your movement -- that

created the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day began as a spectacular moment of citizen
leadership, and Became an American tradition, worthy of future
W,
generations. That is why I will follow the e:%ﬁngles of
wois, W Yo o OSoktitor
presidents before med)) by')rggﬁq.n-i-ulq Earth Daya”jvi\pril 22, 1990.
A

A president soon learns to see policy in the broadest terms

possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to

transportation} transportation policy to energyy energy policy to

agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one

cannot fail to see that deforestation, ozone depletion, ocean W
- ‘ A

pollutioband the wglobamng oﬁ W

i - to our vemy future.

A
We no longmjoy the luxury of leisurely action. Environmental

protectionn’ha-s become an mt\mty for us all.
SN



4

If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of

the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.

This is a message I took to the people of Europe in Mayg/f;;:\ ‘
ainz, West Germanz&;iﬁaiiairhat Yy generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their

r___’_____/

vV
roud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I said:

at a tragedy it would be if your continent was again spoiled,
this time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that of
poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America’s
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered after Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is
this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders."

When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
extend a hand East, the people of Europe on both sides of the
Iron Curtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working with
my counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached agreements to

advance our technical and regulatory knowledge to Eastern

Europe.

I hope these agree become a model not just for Europe,

but for the world. And ;Ade ermined that in the 1990s, the

United States of America“will continue to assume responsibility

by providing world environmental leidersxigh*\
At home, we’ve brought in évﬁlronmental professionals, like
A
Michael Deland, who chairs thé Council on Environmental Quality. <éj——

We’ve broken new ground by declaring that pollution prevention is



L
our ultimate goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up
campaigns and penalties after the damage is done. 1It’s time to
reorient our policies to technologies and processes that reduce
or prevent pollution -- to stop it before it starts. In the
1990s, pollution prevention must go to the/source.

/

/ / W\
To save the Eq&th will riES. e the best efforts, of—us=al].
Everyone must be=ag volunteerx

usiness, labor and consumers must

cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be
/

partners, not adversaries. Local communltles, large and small,
must enlist. And so must families --\gil can learn to generate
less waste, and to recycle the waste that we still generate. In
fact, those families that do recycle have found/it E&J%akeS
economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is one simple thing you can do on Earth Day,

no matter your age or ability. I ask you to join me in sowing a

legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I ask you to

perferm-a—simple—aet—3I-ask—you—te plant a tree.
You don{ g;lihto bg a poet or a painter to appreciate a

tﬁeﬁa ?a

They quiet' the noise 'f a freeway. They -rov1de a natural w1nd

break in winter. And every tree makes America a little greener,

a little more like the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that
solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the

goodwill, generosit&band vision of the American people. We have



already given the world so much. Let us give the world an
0
exampleAvolunteerism and environmental leadership on April 22.

# # #
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EARTH DAY -- AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

L44£;ﬂwnvﬂwﬁJ
Six—menths—ago, I took my 13-year-old grandson ,—George—P+—

0./
ﬁushY onﬂfishing trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of
that day lingers, as the two of us igé—ont our lines, sinking

long flashy spinners deep into the crystalline water. After some

v C
effort, we caught three Mackinaw trou§4;and let them go;. But

the real catch was for our eyes. : ﬁ-hhﬂ )
‘tﬂ_, il \'\ . \
From our small boat, we spot elk,éﬁerglnﬁﬂygrll¥bout
- (Lun € at K fa M
of the forest at dusk to forage the—grassy plains around-us. And

rising out of the forest in the distance were the Tetons --
jagged, immense, snow-capped, invincible. No words, no photo, no
painter could dotﬁtwgustice.

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of
Jhe Dioneers.

natural resources was a natural way of life for

In fact, it was the only way of life. So our ancestors did what
they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of coprse, we know better. And knowing better, we

must act better./

We know that nature is not an infinite resource.

oW 6 . : g Ploee
J§~‘ Environmental destruction in one.part-egwéhe Earth can have
X

{

serious consequences for other, sometimes remote, parts of our

Sevna Hhe ean A
planet. 1In fact, our—leading scientists often compare eur planet

. : oo DYStews : .
to a single organism, a living thing whose ability to survive

depends on its overall well-being.

Yet, it is a¥so not possible to restore our environment to a

perfectly natural state. Te-do so would mean to-shut-down our

facteries; our schools, our highways and our-cities.- But we can
balance a growing economy with a better environment. This

/“»Npu balance demands trade-offs and tough decisions, careful planning,

exact studies and creative proposals.
Jee iy Hat atlarer, e A
America’s environmental leadership- in the 7

when Senators Ed Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jacksoq/and
m He /ale 1960
others put aside party differences,to craft the first

p)gp/ comprehensive environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,

President Nixon began the new decade by signing the National
CARY:
Environmental i Act into law. All the landmark
laos
vironmental legislation of the Seventies -- the Clean Air Act,
o M | aos regulateng Pesticiaes, foxic svbSttcso ,\I’\azmw waate_
the Clean Water Act,-- were built on this foundation.**

It was also roughly twenty years ago that the Environmental . A
‘%W-{W /tﬂ-mif/)

Protection Agency began its historic missionx--Bill Ruckelshaus

was a great first administrator. And it is in this same
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traditio%%?hathill Reilly brings his own distinctive brand of
leadership to EPA today. A

But the federal government eeégés only part of the story.
Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was also gaining

wo well aoon Wach N>

strength in the city halls and state capitols of our nation. And
the new commitment to a cleaner, safer environment wasn’t just
confined to government. It grew from the bottom, up -- not just
from school boards, city councils and state legislatures -- but
from millions of homes.

Americans came together for the first time as environmental
volunteers -- spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the

) ‘
Earth. And it was Eﬁgir movement(74\yuﬁ¥/m6Y9m§5#\7ﬂ that

created the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day began as a spectacular moment of citizen
11
leadership, andxbecame an American tradition, worthy of future

generations. That is why I will follow the examples of of
dommqa///—'{ Yo telecbrate e 20 77 Grere! SIS

presidents before mey by “reecegnizing Earth Day,, April 22, 1990.

A president éggﬁﬁﬁéarns to see policy in tgz—broadest terms
possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot fail to see that deforestation, ozone depletion, ocean

Yo Nnea T
pollution and the dire—possibiltity of global warming

f e
interconnectKfaddwapjfgggj;§;%;a~graventh;aat €oe our very- future.

We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely action. Environmental
muad hi -
protection -has become t priority for us all.
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If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of
the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the people of Europe in May. In
Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their

Lold Hum:
proud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I said:
"what a tragedy it would be if your continent was again spoiled,
tﬂis time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that of
poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America’s
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered after Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is
this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders."

When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
extend a hanéigg;t, the people of Europe on both sides of the
Iron Curtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working with
my counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached agreements to

Shatt-  ennfnmm
advanee ourntechnlcal and regulatory knowledge :e Eastern

Europe.

I hope these agreements become a model not just for Europe,
but for the world. And Ijg;termined that in the 1990s, the
United States of America will continue to assume responsibility

by providing world environmental leadership.

o ey A frmsnis T
At home, we've brough541 environmental professionals, like
|mpdY
Michael Deland, who chairs ﬁé:Council on Environmental Quality.

We’ve broken new ground declaring that pollution prevention is

(
ou%ShW“CUﬂH%
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our ultimate goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up
campaigns and penalties after the damage is done. 1It’s time to
reorient our policies to technologies and processes that reduce
or prevent pollution -- to stop it before it starts. 1In the
1990s, pollution prevention must go to the source.

To save the Earth will require éﬁg best efforts, ef—us—aiti:
Everyone must -be—a volunfgg;?l Business, labo;,and consumers must
cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be
partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,

)
must enlist. And so must families -:/éll can learn to generate

do. procluese -
still generate.

less waste, and to recycle the waste that we In
fact, those families that do recycle have found it teo make<
economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is one simple thingj%giﬁcan do on Earth Day,
QQZQé%g;é{your age or ability. I ask you to join me in sowing a
legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I ask you to
perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree.

You don’t have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a

Cool Hu earzh
tree. Trees block-the sun-and absorb-heat on a summer’s day.
They quiet the noise of a freeway. They provide a natural wind
break in winter. And every tree makes America a little greener,
a little more like the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.
I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that

solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the

goodwill, generosity/and vision of the American people. We have



already given the world so much. Letjsus give the world an

0
example, volunteerism and environmental leadership on April 224 447

M"”;%?/&M#%M. # t
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EARTH DAY -- AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

Six months ago, I took my 13-year-old grandson, George P.
Bush, on fishing trip td Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of
that day lingers, as the two of us let out our lines, sinking
long flashy spinners deep into the crystalline water. After some
effort, we caught three Mackinaw trout (and let them go). But
the real catch was for our eyes.

From our small boat, we could spot elk emerging warily out
of the forest at dusk to forage the gréssy plains around us. And
rising out of the forest in the distance were the Tetons --
jagged, immense, snow-capped, invincible. No words, no photo, no
painter could do it justice.

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of
natural resources was a natural way of life for our forebears.

In fact, it was the only way of life. So our ancestors did what
they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

~.

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of course, we know better. And knowing better, we
must act better.

We know that nature is not an infinite resource.
Environmentalhdestruction in one part of the Earth can have
sérious consequences for other, sbmetimes remote, parts of our
planet. In fact, our leading scientists often compare our planet
to a single organism, a living thing whose ability to survive
depénds on its overall well-being.

-Yet, it is also not possible to restore our environment to a
perfectly natural state. To do so would mean to shut down our
factories, our schools, our highways and our cities. But we can
balance a growing economy with a better environment. This
balance demands trade-offs and tough decisions, careful planning,
exact studies and creative proposals. |

America’s environmental leadership began in the late 1960s,
when Senators Ed Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jackson and
others put aside party differences to craft the_first
comprehensivé environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,
President Nixon began the new decade by'sighing the National
Environmental Protection Act into law. All the landmark |
environmental legislation of the Seventies -- the Clean Air Act,
the Clean Water Act -- were buiit on this foundation.

.It was also roughly twenty years ago that the Environmental
Protection Agency began its historic mission. Bill Ruckelshaus

was a great first administrator. ‘And it is in this same
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tradition that Bill Reilly brings his own distinctive brand of
leadership to EPA today.

But the federal government covers only part of the story.
Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was a136 gaining
strength in the city halls and -state capitols of our nation. And
the new commitment to a cleaner, safer environment wasn’t just
confined to government. It grew from the bottom, up -- not just
from school anrds, city councils and state legislatures -- but
from millions of homes.

Americans came together for the first time as environmental
volunteers -- spontaneously, alniost instinctively -- to save the
Earth. And it was their movement -- your movement -- that
created the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day began as a spectacular moment of citizen
leadership, and became an American tradition, worthy of future
generations. That is why I will follow the examples of
presidents before me, by recognizing Earth Day, April 22, 1990.

A president soon learns to see éolicy in the broadest terms
possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot fail to see that deforestation, ozone depletioh, ocean
pollution and the dire possibility of global warming
interconnect, add up, and pose a grave threat to our very future.
We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely action. Environmental

protection has become an urgent priority for us all.
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If our reéponse is to be effective, then all the nations of
the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the people of Europe in May. 1In
Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I said:
"what a tragedy it would be if your continent was again spoiled,
this time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that of |
poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America’s
environmehtal tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered after Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is
this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders."

When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
extend a hand East, the people of Europe on both sides of the
Iron Curtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working with
my counterpaits in Western Europe, we have reached agreements to
advance our technical and regulatory knowledge to Eastern
Europe.

I hope these agreements become a quel not just for Europe,
but for the world. And I determined that in the 1990s, the
United States of America will continue to assume responsibility
by providing world environmental leadership.

At homé, we’ve brought in environmental professionals, like
Michael'Deland, who chairs the Council on Environmental Quality.

We’ve broken new ground by declaring that pollution prevention is
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our ultimate goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up
campaigns and penalties after the damage is done. 1It’s time to
reorient our policies to technologies and processes that reduce
or prevent pollution -~ to stop it before it starts. 1In the
1990s, pollution prevention must go to the source.

To save the Earth will require the best efforts of us all.
Everyone must be a volunteer. Business, labor and consumers must
cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be
partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,
must enliét. And so must families -- all can learn to generate
less waste, and to recycle the waste that we still generate. 1In
fact, those families that do recycle have foﬁnd it to make
economié, as weil as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is one simple thing you can do on Earth Day,
no matter your age or ability. I ask you to join me in sowing a
legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I ask you to
perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree.

You don’t have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a
tree. Trees block the sun and absorb heat on a summer’s day.
They quiet the noise of a freeway. They provide a natural wind
break in winter. And every tree makes America a little greener,
- a little more like the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that
solutions to environmenfal problems are emerging from the

goodwill, generosity and vision of the American people. We have



already given the world so much. Let us give the world an
example volunteerism and environmental leadership on April 22.

# # #



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 1, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: JEFFREY R. HOLMSTEAD(S@Q‘
ASSISTANT COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Earth Day - An American Tradition

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced draft article
by the President and has no objection to it from a legal
standpoint. Marked on the attached draft are several editorial
suggestions for your consideration.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this matter.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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EARTH DAY -- AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

o

Six months ago, I took my 13-year-old grandson, George P.
Bush, onxfishing trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of
that day lingers, as the two of us let out our lines, sinking
long flashy spinners deep into the crystalline water. After some
effort, we caught three Mackinaw trout (and let them go). But
the real catch was for our eyes.

From our small boat, we could spot elk emerging warily out
of the forest at dusk to forage the grassy plains around us. And
rising out of the forest in the distance were the Tetons --

jagged, immense, snow-capped, invincible. No words, no photo, no
“
3 ' b YR 4 < ‘ N
painter could do fgijustice, ; A\ " .

’\’ v (T Sl

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of
natural resources was a natural way of life for our forebears.

In fact, it was the only way of life. So our ancestors did what

they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of course, we know better. And knowing better, we
must act better.

We know that nature is not an infinite resource.
Environmental destruction in one part of the Earth can have
serious consequences for other, sometimes remote, parts of our
planet. 1In fact, our leading scientists often compare our planet
to a single organism, a living thing whose ability to survive
depends on-its overall well-being.

Yet, it is also not possible to restore our environment to a
perfectly natural state. To do so would mean to shut down our
factories, our schools, our highways and our cities. But we can
balance a growing economy with a better environment. This
balance demands trade-offs and tough decisions, careful planning,
exact studies and creative proposals.

America’s environmental leadership began in the late 1960s,
when Senators Ed Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jackson and
others put aside party differences to craft the first
comprehensive environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,
President Nixon began the new decade by signing the National
Environmental Protection Act into law. All the landmark
environmental legislation of the Seventies -- the Clean Air Act,
the Clean Water Act -- were built on this foundation.

It was also roughly twenty years ago that the Environmental’
Protection Agency began its historic mission. Bill Ruckelshaus

was a great first administrator. And it is in this same
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tradition that'Bill Reilly brings his own distinctive brand of
leadership to EPA today.

But the federal government covers only part of the story.
Twenty'years ago, the environmental movement was also gaining
strength in the city halls and state capitols of our nation. Ahd
the new commitment to a cleaner, safer environment wasn'’t just
confined to government. It grew from the bottom, up -- not just
from school boards, city councils and state legislatures -- but
from millions of homes.

Americans came togéther for the first time as environmental
volunteers -- spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the
Earth. And it was their movement -- your movement -- that
created fhe first Eérth Day on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day began as a spectacular moment of citizen
leadership, and became an American tradition, wdrthj of future
generations. That is why I will follow the examples of
presidents before me, by recognizing Earth Day, April 22, 1990.

A president soon learns to see policy inlthe broadest terms
possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agricﬁlture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot fail to see that deforestation, ozoﬁe depietion, ocean
pollution and the dire possibility of global warming |
interconnect, add up, and pose a grave threat to our very future.
We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisureiy action. Environmental

protection has become an urgent priority for us all.



S ):“ . X A\ A
Br,\ \ A UK e A\ \b

If our reéponse is to be effective, 'then all the nations of

the world mustAmake common cause in—defeasé—of our environment.
This is a message I took to the people of Europe in May. 1In
Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I—saié: o

v

D "gpat a tragedy it would be if your continent was again spoiled, say
this time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that of |
poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America’s
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered after Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is

this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders."

JRVNY When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
: S —— —

~ extend a hand @aét, the people of Europe on both sides of the
Iron Curtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working with
my counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached agreements to

advance our technical and regulatory knowledge to Eastern

Europe. vt

I hope these agreeme?;s/gecome a model not just for Europe,
but for the world. And IXdetermined that in the 1990s, the
United States of America will continue to assume responsibility
by providing world environmental leadership.

At home, we’ve brought in environmental professionals, like
Michael Deland, who chairs the Council on Environmental Quality.

We’ve broken new ground by declaring that pollution prevention is
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our ultimate goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up
campaigns and penalties after the damage is done. It’s time to
reorient our policies to technologies and processes that reduce
or prevent pollution -- to stop it before it starts. In the
1990s, pollution prevention must go to the source.
To save the Earth will require the best efforts of us all.

Everyone must be a volunteer. Business, labor and consumers must

- cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be

VW’

partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,

must enlist. And so must families -- all can learn to generate

less waste, and to recycle the waste that we still generate. 1In
fact, those families that do recycle have found it to make

,\—\/\cxjv

economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is one simple thlng};;: can do on Earth Day,

&\~fne—ma%%ef your age or ability. I ask you to join me in sowing a

legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I ask you to
perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree.

You don’t have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a
tree. Trees block the sun and absorb heat on a summer’s day.-
They quiet the noise of a freeway. They provide a natural wind
break in winter. And every tree makes America a little greener,
a little more like the verdant hation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope that Earth Day will once again demonétrate that
solutions to environmental proﬁlems are emerging from the

goodwill, generosity and vision of the American people. We have
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already ';given the world so much. Let us give the world an
example)\volunteerism and environmental leadership on April 22.

# # #
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EARTH DAY -- AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

Six months ago, I took my l3-year-old grandson, George P.
Bush, on fishing trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of
that day lingers, as the two of us iet out our lines, sinking
long flashy spinners deep into the crystalline water. After some
effort, we caught three Mackinaw trout (and let them Qo). But
the real catch was for our eyes. 

From our small boat, we could spot elk emerging warily out
of the forest at dusk to forage the grassy plains around us. And
rising out of the forest in the distance were the Tetons --
jagged, immense, snow-éapped, invincible. No words, no photo, no
painter could do it justiée,

of coursé, there was a time when all of North America was as
primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of
natural resources was a natural way of life for our forebears.

In fact, it was'the only way of life. So our ancestors did what

they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of course, we know better. And knowing better, we
must act better.

We know that nature is not an infinite resource.
Environmental deétruction in one part of the Earth can have
serious consequences for other, sometimes remote, pqrts of our
planet. 1In fact, our leading scientists often compare our planet
to a single orgénism, a living thing whose ability to survive
depends on its overall well-being.

Yet, it is élso not possible to restore our environment to a
perfectly natural state. To do so would mean to shut down our
factories, our schools, our highways and our cities. But we can
balance a growing ecqnomy‘with a better environment. This
balance aemandsltrade-offs and tough decisions, careful’planning,
exaét studies and creative proposals.

America’s environmental leadership began in the late 19603,
when Senators Ed Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jackson and
others put aside party differences to craft the first |
comprehensive environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,
President Nixon began the new decade by signing the National
Environmental Protection Act into law. All the landmark
environmental legislation of the Seventies -- the Clean Air Act,
the Clean Water Act -- were built on this foundaﬁion.

It was also roughly twenty years ago that the Envifonmental
Protection Agency began its historic mission. Bill Ruckelshaus

was a great first administrator. And it is in this same
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tradition that Bill Reilly brings his own distinctive.brand of
leadership to EPA today.

But the federal government covers only part of the story.
Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was also gaining
strength in the city halls and state capitols of our nation. And
the new commitment to a cleaner, safer environment wasn’t just
confined to government. It grew from the bottom, up -- not just
from school boards, city councils and state legislatures -- but
from millions of homes.

Americans came together for the first time as environmental
volunteers -- spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the
Earth. And it was their movement -- your movement -- that
created ﬁhe first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day began as a speétacular moment of citizen
leadership, and became an American'tradition, worthy of fﬁture
generations. That is why I will follow the exgmples of
presidents before me, by recognizing Earth Day, April 22, 1990.

A president soon learns to see policy in the broadest terms
possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot fail to see that deforestation, ozéne depletion, ocean
pollution and the dire poésibility of global warming
interconnect, add up, and pose a grave threat to our very future.

We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely action. Environmental

protection has become an urgent priority for us all.
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If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of
the world must make coﬁmon cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the people of Europe in May. 1In
Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities and restored their majestic cathédrals. But I said:
"what a tragedy it would be if your continent was again spoiled,
this time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that of
poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America’s
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered after Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is
this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders." _

When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
extend a hand Eaét, the people of Europe on both sides of the
Iron Curtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working with
my Counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached agreements to
advance our technical and regulatory knowledge to Eastern
Europe.

I hope these agreements become a model not just for Europe,
but for the world. And I determined that in the 1990s, the
‘United States of America will cbntinue to assume responsibility
bj providing world environmental leadership.

At home, we’ve brought in environmental professionals, like
Michael Deland, who chairs the Council on Environmental Quality.

We’ve broken new ground by declaring that pollution prevention is
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our ultimate goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up
campaigns and penalties after the damage is done. 1It’s time to
reorient our policies to technologies and processes that reduce
or prevent pollution ~- to stop it before it starts.. In the
1990s, pollution prevention must go to the source.

To save the Earth will require the best efforts of us all.
Everyone must be a volunteer. Business, labor and consumers must
cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be
partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,
must enlist. And so must families -- all can learn to generate
less waste, and to recycle the waste that we still generate. 1In
fact, those families that do recycle have found it to make
economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, thére is one simple thing you can do on Earth Day,
no matter your age or ability. I ask you to join me in sowing a
legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I ask you to
perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree.

You don’t have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a
tree. Trees block the sun and absorb heat on a summer's day.
They quiet the noise of ‘a freeway. They provide a natural wind
break in winter. And every tree makes America a litt;e greener,
a little more like the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that
solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the

goodwill, generosity and vision of the American people. We have



already given the world so much. Let us give the world an
example volunteerism and environmental leadership on April 22.

# # #



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: 12/1/83

TO: chriss Winston

FROM: JAMES P. PINKERTO
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Policy Planning

Re: Earth Day draft

I think that this is a terrific piece.
I was particularly affected by the tree-
planting exhortation on page Do
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EARTH DAY -~ AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

Last Svm M,

Six—months—ago, I took my l3-year-old grandson, George P.

Bush, on fishing trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of

Vs cast
that day lingers, as the two of us—let—eut our lines, sinking
cryotal- clean a ot 05 4‘494’7
long flashy spinners deep lnto the efysta&itne-water. After, seme

a few 6—-7

effoxt, we caugh E;h:ee-Mackinaw—t;eu%J(and let them go). But

the real catch was for our eyes.

From our small boat, we Geu&d-spofﬁwzk emerging warily out
O[“'\M ﬁ#m lﬂu

of the forest at dusk toAferage—the—gsassyagiarns—areund—as And

rising out of the forest in the distance were the Tetons --
jagged, immense, snow-capped, invincible. No words, no photo,‘no
painter could do it justice.

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and'§§Zf§§§§122§??§f:;
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of Q};T%T
natural resources was a natural way of life for.our forebears.
In fact, it was the only way of life. So our ancestofs did what

they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of course, we know better; And knowing better, we
must act better.

We know that néture is-not an infinite resource.
Environmental destruction in one part of the Earth can have
serioué consequences for other, sometimes remote, parts of our
planet. 1In fact, our leading scientists often compare our planet
to a single organism, a living thing whose ability to survive
depends on its 6verall well-being.

Yet, it is ;lso not possible to restore our environment to a
perfectly natural state. To do so would mean to shut down our
factories, our schools, our highways and our cities. But we can
balance a growing economy with a better environment. This
balance demands trade-offs and tough decisions, careful planning,
exact studies and creative proposals.

America’s environmental leadership began in the late 1960s,
when Senators Ed Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jackson and
others put aside party differences to craft the first
comprehensive environmental legislation. On Januéry 1, 1970,

- President Nixon began the new decade by signing the National
Environmental Protection Act into law. All the landmark
environmental legislation of the Seventies -- the Clean Air Act,
the Clean Wafer Act -- were built on this foundation.

It was also roughly twenty years ago that the Environmenfal
Protection Agency began its historic mission. Bili Ruckelshaus

was a great first administrator. And it is in this same
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tradition that Bill Reilly brings his own distinctive brand of
leadership to EPA today.

But the federal government covers only part of the story.
Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was also gaining
strength in the city halls and state capitols of our nation. And
the new commitment to a cleaner, safer environment wasn’t just
confined to government. It grew from the bottom, ﬁp -- not just
from school boards, city councils and state legislatures -- but
from millions of homes. |

Americans came together for the first time as environmental
volunteers -- spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the

Earth. And it was their movemeht -- your movement -- that
created the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day began as a spectacular moment of citizen
leadership, and became an American tradition, worthy of future
generafions. That is why I will follow the examples of
presidents before me, by recognizing Earth Day, April 22, 1990.

A president soon learns to see policy in the broadest terms
possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot fail to see that deforesfation, ozone depletion, ocean
pollution and the diré possibility of global warming
 interconnect, add up, and pose a grave threat to our very future.

We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely action. Environmental

piotection has become an urgent priority for us all.
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If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of
the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the people of Europe in May. 1In
Mainz, Wést Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I said:
"what a tragedy it would be if your continent was again spoi1ed,
this time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that of
poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America’s
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered aftei Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is
this: "Environmental desﬁruction respects no borders."

When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
extend a hand East, the people of Europe on both sides of the

Iron Curtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working with
\\//f my counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached agreements to

o advance our)technical and regulatory knowledge to Eastern
N
AN Europe.

I hope these agreements become a model not just for Europe,
but for the worldf And I determined that in the 1990s, the
United States of America will continue to assume responsibility
by providing world environmental leadership.

L
At home, we’ve brought in environmental professionals, like

Michael Deland, who chairs the}lCouncil on Environmental Quality.

We’ve broken new ground by declaring that pollution prevention is

=~
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our ultimate goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up
campaigns and penaltiés after the damage is done. 1It’s time to
reorient our policies to technologies and processes that reduce
or prevent pollution -- to stop it before it starts. In the
1990s, pollution prevention must go to the source.

To save the Earth will require the best efforts of us all.

1vohed . .
Everyone must be a—velunteer. Business, labor and consumers must
cooperate.. Environmentalists and industrialists must be
partners, not adversaries. IL.ocal communities, large and small,
must enlist. And so must families -- all can learn to generate
less waste, and to recfcle the waste that we still generate. 1In
fact, those families that do recycle have found it to make
economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is oﬁe simplé thing you can.do on Earth Day,
no matter your age or ability. I ask you to join me in sowing a
legacy of cleaner air, and more beéutiful horizons. I ask you to
perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree.

You don’t have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a
tree. Trees block the sun and absorb heat on a summer’s day.
They quiet the noise of a freeway. They provide a natural wind
break in winter. And every tree makes America a little greener,
a little more like the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope tha£ Earth Day will once_again'demonstrate that

solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the

goodwill, generosity and vision of the American people. We have



already} given the world so much. Let us give the worldién
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EARTH DAY -- AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

Six months ago, I took my 13—yea;-old grandson, George P.
Bush, on fishing trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of
that day lingers, as the two of us let out our lines, sinking
long flashy spinners deep into the crystalline water. After some
effort, we caught three Mackinaw trout (and let them go). But
the real catch was for our eyes.

From our small boat, we could spot élk emerging warily out
of the forest at dusk to forage the grassy plains around us. And
rising out of the forest in the distance were the Tetons --
jagged, immense, snow-capped, invincible. No words, no photo, no
painter could do it ﬁustice.

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
priﬁitive and pristine as Jackson Hole.. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of
natural resources was a natural way of life for our forebears.

In fact, it was the only way of'life.‘ So our ancestors did what

they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of course, we know better. And knowing better, we
must act‘better.

We know that nature is not an infinite resource.
Environmental destruction in one part of the Earth can have
serious consequences for other, sometimes remote; parts of our
planet. In fact, our leading scientists often compare our plénet
to a single organism, a living thing whose ability to survive
depends on its overall well-being.

Yet, it is also not possible to restore our environment to a
perfectly natural state. To do so would mean to shut down our
factories, our schools, our highways and our cities. But we can
balance a growing economy with a better environment. This
balance demands trade-offs and tough decisions, careful planning,
exact studies and creative proposals.

America’s environmental leadership began in the late 19605,
when Senators Ed Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jackson and
others put aside party differences to craft the first
comprehensive environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,
President Nixon began the new decade by signing the National
Environmental Protection Act into law. All the landmark
environmental legislation of the-Sevénties -- the Clean Air Act,
the Clean Water Act -- were built on this foundation.

It was also roughly twenty years ago that the Environmental
Protection Agency began its historic mission. Bill Ruckelshaus

was a great first administrator. And it is in this same
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tradition that Bill Reilly brings his own distinctive brand of
leadership to EPA today.

But the federal government covers only part of the story.
Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was also gaining
strehgth in the city halls and state capitols of our nation. And
the new commitment to a cléaner, safer environment wasn’t just
confined to government. It grew from the bottom, up -- not just
from school boards, city councils and state legislatures -- but
from millions of homes.

Americans came together for the first time as environméntal
volunteers -- spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the
Earth. 2And it was their movement -- your movement -- that
created the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day began as a spectacular moment of citizen
leadership, and became an American tradition, worthy of future
generations. That is why I will follow the examples of
presidents before me, by recognizing Earth Day, April 22, 1990.

A president soon learns to see policy in the broadest terms
possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot féil to see that deforestation, ozone depletion, ocean
pollution and the dire possibility of global warming
interconnect, add up, and pose a grave threat to our very future.
We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely action. Environmental

protection has become an urgent priority for us all.
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If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of
the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the people of Europe in May. In
Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities aﬁd restored their majestic cathedrals. But I said:
"what a tragedy it Qould be if your continent was again spoiled,
this time by a more subtle and insidious danger —- that of
poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America’s
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered afte:-Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is
this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders."

When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
extend a hand East, the péople of Europe on both sides of the
Iron Curtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working with
my counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached agreements to
advance our technical and regulatory knowledge to Eastern
Europe.

I hope these agreements become a model not just for Europe,
but for the wqud. And I determined that in the 1990s, the
United States of America will cbntinue to assume responsibility
by providing world environmental leadership.

At home, we’ve brought in environmental professionals, like
Michael Deland, who chairs the Council on Environmental Quality.

We’ve broken new ground by declaring that pollution prevention is
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our ultimate goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up
campaigns and penalties after the damage is done. 1It’s time to
reorient our policies to technologies and processes that reduce
or prevent po;lution -- to sfop it before it starts.. In the
1990s, pollution prevention must go to the source.

To save the Earth will require the best efforts of us all.
Everyone must be a volunteer. Business, labor and consumers must
cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be
partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,
must enlist. And so must families -- all can learn to generate
less waste, and to recycle the waste that we still generate. 1In
fact, those families that do recycle have found it to make

economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is one simple thing you can do on Earth Day,

no matter your age or ability. I ask you to join me in sowing a

legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I ask you to
perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree.

You don’t have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a
tree. Trees block the sun and absorb heat on a summer’s day.
They quiet the noise of a freeway. They provide a natural wind
break in winter. And every tree makes America a little greener,
a little more like the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that
solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the

goodwill, generosity and vision of the American people. We have
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already given the world so much. Let us give the world an
example volunteerism and environniental leadership on April 22.

# # #
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EARTH DAY -- AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

Six months ago, I took my 13-year-old grandson, George P.
Bush, on fishing trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of
that day lingers, as the two of us let out our lines, sinking
long flashy spinners deep into the crystalline water. After some
effort, we caught three Mackinaw trout (and let them go). But
the real catch was for our eyes.

From our small boat, we could spot elk emerging warily out
of the forest at dusk to forage the grassy plains around us. And
rising out of the forest in the distance were the Tetons --
jagged, immense, snow-capped, invincible. No words, no photo, no
painter could do it justice.

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of
natural resources was a natural way of life for our forebears.

In fact, it was the only way of life. So our ancestors did what
they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the

land offered a limitless bounty.
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Today, of course, we know better. And knowing bettér, we
must act better.

We know that nature is not an infinite resource. -
Environmental destruction in one part of the Earth can have
serious consequences for other, sometimes remote, parté of our
planet. In fact, our ieading scientists often compare our planet
to a single organism, a living thing whose ability to survive
depends on its overall well-being.

Yet, it is_also not possible to restore our environment to a
perfectly natural state. To do so would mean to shut down our
facﬁories, our schools, our highways and our cities. But we can
balance a growing economy with a better environment. This
balance demands trade-offs and tough decisions, careful planning,
exact studies and creative proposals. |

America’s environmental leadership began in the late 1960s,
when Senators Ed Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Henry Jackson and
others put aside party differences to craft the first
comprehensive environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,
President Nixon began the new decade by signing the National
Environmental Protection Act into law. All the landmark
environmental legislation of the Seventies -- the Clean Air Act,
thé Clean Water Act -- were built on this foundation.

It was also‘roughly twenty years ago that the Environmental
Protection Agency began its historic mission. Bill Ruckelshaus

was a great first administrator. And it is in this same
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tradition that Bill Reilly brings his own distinctive brand of
leadership to EPA today.

But the federal government covers only part of the story.
Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was also gaining
strength in the city halls and state capitols of our nation. And
the new commitment to a cleaner, safer environment wasn’t just
confined to government. It grew from the bottom, up -- not just
from school boards, city councils and state legislatures -- but
from millions of homes.

Americans came together for the first tiqe as environmental
volunteers -- spontaneously, almost instincti}ely -- to save the

s
Earth. And it was tﬁéir movement --—your movement’-- that

created the first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.

Earth Day began as a spectacular moment of citizen
leadership, and became an American tradition, worthy of future
generations. That is why I will follow the examples of
presidents before me, by recognizing Earth Day, April 22, 1990.

A president soon learns to see policy in the broadest terms
possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot fail to see that deforestation, ozone depletion, ocean
pollution and the dire possibility of global warming
interconnect, add up, and pose a grave threat to our very future.
We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely action. Environmental

protection has become an urgent priority for us all.



4

If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of
the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the people of Europe in May. 1In
Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I said:
"what a tragedy it would be if your continent was again spoiled,
this time by a more subtle and insidious danger -- that of
poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America’s
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered after Chernobyl, and that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is
this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders."

When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
extend a hand East, the people of Europe on both sides of the
Iron Curtain responded with enthusiasm. Since then, working with
my counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached agreements to
advance our technical and regulatory knowledge to Eastern
Europe.

I hope these agreements pecome a model not just for Europe,
bk for the world, ki titetarninsd that ii Ehs 1990s, the
United States of America will continue to assume responsibility
by providing world environmental leadership.

At home, we’ve brought in environmental professionals, like
Michael Deland, who chairs the Council on Environmental Quality.

We’ve broken new ground by declaring that pollution prevention is
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our ultimate goal. For too long, we’ve focused on clean-up
campaigns and penalties after the damage is done. 1It’s time to
reorient our policies to technologies and processes that reduce
or prevent pollution -- to stop it before it starts. 1In the
1990s, pollution prevention must go to the source.

To save the Earth will require the best efforts of us all.
Everyone must be a volunteer. Business, labor and consumers must
cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be
partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,
must enlist. And so must families -- all can learn to generate
less waste, and to recycle the waste that we still generate. 1In
fact, those families that do recycle have found it to make

economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is one simple thing you can do on Earth Day, \\A\ \O
no matter your age or ability. I ask you to join me in sowing a Oﬁ%\h'
legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I ask you to LVXQFJ\
perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree. @$?¢7

You don’t have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a KVU

tree. Trees block the sun and absorb heat on a summer’s day.
They quiet the noise of a freeway. They provide a natural wind
break in winter. And every tree makes America a little greener,
a little more like the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that
solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the

goodwill, generosity and vision of the American people. We have



already given the world so much. . Let us give the world an
example volunteerism and environmental leadership on April 22.

# # #
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EARTH DAY -- AN AMERICAN TRADITION
By George Bush

Last summer, I took my 13-year-old grandson on a fishing
trip to Jackson Lake, Wyoming. The memory of that day lingers,
as the two of us cast our lines, sinking long flashy spinners
deep into the crystalline water. After some effort, we caught a
few Mackinaw trout, and let them go. But the real catch was for
our eyes.

From our small boat, we watched elk warily emerge out of the
forest at dusk to drink at the lake. And rising out of the
forest in the distance were the Tetons -- jagged, immense, snow-
capped, invincible. No words, no photo, no painter could do them
justice.

Of course, there was a time when all of North America was as
primitive and pristine as Jackson Hole. But aside from protected
areas like the Grand Tetons, the buffalo hunters and the settlers
changed the face of the land, forever. The exploitation of
natural resources was a natural way of life for the pioneers. 1In
fact, it was the only way of life. So our ancestors did what
they had to do to build a great nation, simply assuming that the
land offered a limitless bounty.

Today, of course, we know better. And knowing better, we

must act better. It was President Teddy Roosevelt who declared
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80 years ago that nothing short of defending this country in
wartime "compares in importance with the great central task of
leaving this land even a better land for our descendants than it
is for us."

He was one of the first to perceive that nature is not an
infinite resource. Environmental destruction in one place on
Earth can have serious consequences for other, sometimes remote,
parts of our planet. 1In fact, some scientists compare.the earth
to a single organism, a living system whose ability to survive .
depends on its overall well-being.

It is not possible to restore our environment to a perfectly
natural state. Yet we've also learned that a growing economy can-
only be sustained with a healthy environment. This requires a
balance -- trade-offs, tough dec}sions, careful planning, exact
studies and creative proposals.

Seeking that balance, environmental leaders like Senators Ed
Muskie, Howard Baker, the late Hénry Jackson, and others put
aside party differences in the late 1960s to craft landmark
comprehensive environmental legislation. On January 1, 1970,
President Nixon began the new decade by signing the National
Environmental Policy Act into law. All the historic
environmental laws of the Seventies followed this bold step --
the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and the laws regulating
pesticides, toxic substances and hazardous wastes.

It was also roughly twenty years ago that the Environmental

Protection Agency began its historic mission under the strong
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leadership of Bill Ruckelshaus. And it is in this same tradition
that Bill Reilly brings to EPA today his own distinctive brand of
leadership -- leadership based on both environmental expertise
and on real commitment.

In the first year of this Administration, we've taken on
many tough environmental problems. On June 12, I announced ways
we can use the market to reduce emissions of acid rain,'urban
smog and toxic air pollution =- all included in the first major
overhaul of the Clean Air Act to be proposed in more than a
decade.

Later in the year, we called for $710 ﬁillion for Clean Coal"
Technology; a ban on nearly all uses of asbestos by 1997+ and a
ban on the export of hazardous waste. In addition, we've
accelerated our leadership on global change -- proposing a 28
percent increase in global environmental researéh, and offering
to host an international conference next fall to negotiate a
framework treaty on global change.

But the Federal government is only part of the story.

Twenty years ago, the environmental movement was gaining strength
in the city halls and state capitols of our nation, as well as in
Washington. And the new commitment to a cleaner, safer
environment wasn't just confined to government. It grew from the
bottom, up -- not just from school boards, city councils and
state legislatures -- but from millions of homes.

Americans came together as environmental volunteers --

spontaneously, almost instinctively -- to save the earth. And it
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. was this movement that created the first Earth Day, twenty years
ago on April 22, 1970. Earth Day began as a spectacular movement
of citizen leadership. It has become an American tradition,
worthy of future generations.

A president quickly learns to see policy in the broadest
terms possible. Urban and housing policy must be related to
transportation; transportation policy to energy; energy policy to
agriculture, and so on. Applying this same perspective, one
cannot fail to see that deforestation, ozone depletion, ocean
pollution and the threat of global warming interconnect to
challenge our future. We no longer enjoy the luxury of leisurely
action. Environmental protection must become a higher priority
for us all;

If our response is to be effective, then all the nations of
the world must make common cause in defense of our environment.
This is a message I took to the peoples of Europe in May. 1In
Mainz, West Germany, I said that my generation remembers a world
ravaged by war. And, of course, Europeans have rebuilt their
proud cities and restored their majestic cathedrals. But I told
them: "What a tragedy it would be if your continent was again
spoiled, this time by a more subtle and insidious danger =- that
of poisoned rivers and acid rain." I told them of America's
environmental tragedy in Alaska. I noted that countries from
France to Finland suffered after Chernobyl, and.that West Germany
is struggling to save the Black Forest today. The bottom line is

this: "Environmental destruction respects no borders."
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When I suggested that the United States and Western Europe
extend a hand to the East, the people of Europe on both sides of
the Iron Curtain responded with eﬁthusiasm. Since then, working
with my counterparts in Western Europe, we have reached
agreements to share our environmental technical and regulatory
knowledge with Eastern Europe.

I hope these agreements become a model not just for Europe,
but for the world. And I am determined that in the 1990s, the
United States of America will continue to assume responsibility
by providing world environmental leadership.

At home, we've brought to my Administration outstanding
environmental professionals, like Michael Deland, who chairs the
important Council on Environmental Quality. We've broken new
ground by declaring that pollution prevention is our ultimate
goal. For too long, we've focused on clean-up campaigns and
penalties after the damage is done. 1It's time to reorient our
policies to technologies and processes that reduce or prevent
pollution -- to stop it before it starts. In the 1990s,
pollution prevention must go to the source.

To save the Earth will require our best efforts. Everyone
must volunteer to help. Business, labor, and consumers must
cooperate. Environmentalists and industrialists must be
partners, not adversaries. Local communities, large and small,
muét enlist. And so must families -- we all can learn to

generate less waste, and to recycle the waste that we do produce.
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In fact, those families that do recycie have found it makes
economic, as well as ecological, sense.

Finally, there is one simple thing that you can do on Earth
Day, regardless of your age or ability. I ask you to join me in
sowing a legacy of cleaner air, and more beautiful horizons. I
ask you to perform a simple act. I ask you to plant a tree.

You don't have to be a poet or a painter to appreciate a
tree. Trees cool the earth on a summer's day. They quiet the
noise of a freeway. They provide a natural wind break in winter.
And every tree makes America a little greener, a little more like
the verdant nation the Pilgrims knew.

I hope that Earth Day will once again demonstrate that
solutions to environmental problems are emerging from the
goodwill, generosity, and vision of the American people. We have
already given the world so much. Let's give the world an example
of volunteerism and environmental leadership on April 22, 1990,

and in the years to come.



