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(( You know, "back before the Civil War =-- just after William
Henry Harrison was elected President -- this newspaper was named

the "Appeal."

The founder said he named it that, as an "appeal to the
sober second thoughts of the people, to elect a Democratic
president in the next election.”

Well, with traditions like that, you can imagine how lucky I
feel to be here today. ))

But I do feel lucky to be here, to talk about something
that's so important to our nation -- and our future.

Last June, I gave a speech about something called the
"Points of Light" initiative. Our goal was to make community
service central to the life and work of every individual and
every institution in America.

I asked people and groups across the country to think.about
the special, unique contribution they could make to help others
around them.

And I suggested just a few possibilities. Banks and utility
companies could add community service information to their
mailings. Real estate developers, contracters, architects and

lenders could team up for decent, affordable housing for the
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homeless. Every restaurant, grocery and convenience store could
make surplus food available to the hungry.

For the news media, I had a special request because
institution in America has more power over public opinion. The
media has a unique ability to shape public attitudes, heighten
awareness, and mobilize people for action.

So I asked members of the media to remind Americans that
illiteracy, drug abuse, homelessness, hunger and other social
problems have solutions. But only if people understand that
these aren't somebody elséﬂs problems to solve. And the press
has the power to reach every corner of America with that message.

A month after I announced the Points of Light initiative,
The Commercial Appeal in Memphis responded. Along with reporting
and cqmmenting on problems -- which is every free péper's right
- and responsibility -- they took on an added responsibility.

AThey began pointing to solutions.

They started doing profiles of 1,000 individual and
institutional "points of light" last summer -- at a time when a
lot of people were still trying to figure out what I meant by a
"thousand.points of light." Well, you understood. And you've
brought that idea to life.

Tomorrow is a day unique to America. A day where we pause,
'gather together, and give thanks. It's my hope that by this time
'next year, a growing national éervice movement will mean more

Americans will have more to be thankful for.



3
Today I'd like to challenge every publisher, every
broadcaster, every member of the American news media, to follow

the lead of the Commercial Appeal. Many have begun to do so.

Many more can.

By putting the spotlight on citizens who have made community
service part of their definition of success, this newspaper is
encouraging others to do the same. And proving that the
volunteer spirit is alive and well in the volunteer state.

For the millions who want to help others in need, but wonder
how, this hewspaper and this community are showing that there are
at least a thousand ways to lead others out of darkness.

I think of Fred Daniels, a retired salesman, sﬁarting what I
hear may be the world's best catfish cooking team, formed to
raise funds for charitieé.

He and his friends.travel all over, towing an 8,000 pound
cooker to company picnics, and donating the proceeds to causes
like United Cerebral Palsy.

Or Kim McLaughlin -- 18 years old -- who volunteered for the
Tennessee Outreach Proéram. She's been working in the hills
rebuilding houses, paihting, and laying down floors.

She says, "I like seeing the smiles on people's faces after
we're done. When we were finished, they cried."

(( Don't worry, Kim =-- you should have seen how Barbara reacted
the last time I tried to lay down a floor. ))

I understand that Sam Cooper [who's here on the platform]

has raised more than $20 million for civic causes. Sam has just
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been named the Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser of 1989 by the
National Society of Fundraising Executives. (( We may want to
put him to work on the federal budget... ))

Maybe you read about Pauline Hord, 82 years old. (( Hope
she'll forgive me for revealing that... )) Somebody at the
Mississippi Penitentiary at Parchman had been talking about a
prisoner there, saying he "couldn't read a bible if he'd had
one." So Mrs. Hord-stepped forward.

She goes about 100 miles each way to the prison, every
Wedﬁesday, to teach inmates how to read. She's taught nearly 140
of them, and now she's training them to teach others.

"IT'm a.teacher of teachers," she says.

Lillie Belle Witcher -- now, she's only 79 -- she works hard
for nearly half a dozen causes. She says, "If a‘day goés by and
I haven't done something for somebody, it just seems like a
wasted day."

Forget fortune, fame, glory, and glittering prizes: These
are great American success stories. And they're powerful
reminders that everyone can do something for someone else.

Mary Taylor spent 16 years on welfare. She says "I used it,
and it used me." Now she is a community activist who helps the
poor get back on their feet. "We all have a place to be part of
the system no matter what level we are on," she says.

Along with a sense of pride, for others, volunteering is a

source of great pleasure.
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Cari McRae says her tutoring work "isn't a burden. It makes
me feel satisfied." Danita Beck, who volunteers in a hospital,
says WIf you:héve extra time, why just sit afound and not use it,
when someone else needs it?" And Marian Himmelreich, who
lifeguards autistic children, says "It's fun to be busy and
involved. Besides, I'm not that wild about the éoaps."

From disk jockeys to truck drivers to CEOs to children to
the retired -- service to others can be a central part of
American life. And.it's never been more needed than it is now.

It ought to be talked about in board rooms and bowling
alleys, factories, Rotaries, fraternities, sororities, farms,
families, cities and union halls, suburbs and shopping malls --
Everywhere in America: Everyone has a'gift to give.

| EQery one of us has a special talent that can help solve
America's problems. And every institution in America can make
the kind of commitment you've made here.

So following your lead, over at the White House, we're going
to announce and honor individuals and gréups across the country
who are making a difference -- working to improve the lives of
others -- giving more Americans reason to give thanks.

These "Daily Points of Light" won't be singled out because
they themselves are the best. We honor them because they show
what's best in all of us. What's best for all 6f us.

To honor their spirit and commitment is to honor yours --
and those like you. We will single out the few, because they

represent the many.
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We hope that-by highlighting their achievements, and the
ways they've found to serve, we can inspire others to serve.

So I want to close by announcing the very first White House
"Daily Point of Light." 1It's an organization that has devoted
itself to spreading the volunteer ethic in its community.

That organization is the reason we're all here today:
They're the leadership and staff of the Memphis Commercial
Appeal. \\\

Imagine an America where service to others is a fact of
life. Part of everyone's everyday thinking. Imagine the impact
if every newspaper, magazine, television and radio station and
cable system found and recognized a thousaﬁd points of light.

We are nearing the dawn of a new decade. Let it be a decade
with no dark corners. No forgotten places. No lost people.

So if you've got a hammer, find a nail. If you can read,
find someone who can't. If you're not in trouble, seek out
someone who is. Because everywhere there is a need in America,
there is a way to fulfill it. And everywhere there is a dream in
America, there is a way to make it come true.

Thank you. God bless you -- and the work you do.

# # #
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(( You know, back before the Civil War -- just after William
Henry Harrison was elected President -- this newspaper was named
the "Appeal.

The founder said he named it that, as an "appeal to the
sober second thoughts of the people, to elect a Democratic
president in the next election."

Well, with traditions like that, you can imagine how lucky I
feel to be hére today. ))

But I do feel lucky to be here, to talk about something
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ial” to our nation -- and our future.

Last Ju?EII gave a speech about something called the "Points
of Light" initiative. Our goal was to make community service
central to the life and work of every individual and every
institution in America. |

I asked people and groups across the country to think about
the special, unique contribution they could make to help others
around them. |

And I suggested jgst a few possibilities. Banks and utility
companies-coﬁld add community service information to their
mailings. Real estate developers, contracters, architects and

lenders could team up for decent, affordable housing for the
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" homeless. Every restaurant, grocery and convenience store could

make surplus food available to the hungry.ecskwdast.

bewq/g—— ,
For the news media, I had a special requesty )Nb institution
Mo ¢
in America has more power over public opinion. The media can- -ax~ubdﬁ{
“o

shape public attitudes, heighten awareness, and mobilize people
for action.

So I asked members of the media to remind Americans that

1111teracy, drug abuse, homelessness, hunger and other social ",
i djbah/égese—afen
problems have solutions. You“kmow—that— Lt _just
L Rs e 2L b % I\)e, . Aese e
' —somebedy-else’s..problemy.. And the.p@ess has mere power tg4e@nve¥,
lonirtea ,u)dzfd.
Czwwu'j that message, thanr—any—-presidenty

A month after I announced the Points of Light initiative,

The Commercial Appeal in Memphis responded. Along with reporting

and commenting on problems -- which is every free paper’s right
and responsibility -- they took on an added responsibility.

They began pointing to solutions.

They started doing profiles of 1,000 individual and
institutional "points of light" last summer -- at a time when a
lot of people were still trying to figure out what I meant by a
"thoﬁsand points of light." Well, you understood. And you’ve
brought that idea to life.

| Tomorrow is a day unique to America. A day where we pause,
gather together, and give thanks. It’s my hope that by this time
next year, a growing national service movement will mean more
Americans will have more to be thankful for.

Today I'd like to challenge every publisher, every
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broadcaster, every member of the American news media, to follow

the lead of the Commercial Appéal. Many have begun to do so.

Many more can.

By putting the-spotlight on citizens who have made community
service part of their definition of success, this newspaper is
encouraging others to do the same. And proving that the
volunteer spirit is alive and well in the volunteer state.

For the millions who want to help others in néed, but wonder
how, this newspaper and this community are showing that there are
at least a thousand ways to lead others out of darkness.

I think of Fred Daniels, a retired salesman, starting what I

hear may be the world’s best catfish cooking team, formed to

raise funds for charities.

He and his friends travel all over, “towing an 8,000 pound
cooker to company picnics, and donating the proceeds to causes
like United Cerebral Palsy. |

Or Kim McLaughlin -- 18 years old -~- who vo;unteered for the
Tennessee Outreach Program. She’s been working in the hills
rebuilding houses, painting, and laying down floors.

She says, "I like seeing the smiles on people’s faces after
we’‘re done. When we were finished, they éried."

(( Don’t worry, Kim -- you should have seen how Barbara reacted
the last time I tried to lay déwn a floor. ))

I understand that Sam Cooper [who’s here on the platform]

has raised more than.$20 million for civic causes. Sam has just

been named the Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser of 1989 by the
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National Society of Fundraising Executives. (( We may want to
put him to work on the federal budget... ))

Maybe you read about Pauline Hord, 82 years old. (( Hope
she’ll forgive me for revealing that... )) Somebody at the
Mississippi Penitentiary atvParchman had been talking about a
prisoner there, saying he "couldn’t read a bible if he’d had
one." So Mrs. Hord stepped forward.

She goes about 100 miles each way to the prison, every
Wednesday, to teach inmates how to read. She’s taught nearly 140
of them, and now she’s training them to teach others.

"I'm a teacher of teachers," she says.

Lillie Belle Witcher -- now, she’s only 79 -- she works hard
for nearly half a dozen causes. She says, "If a day goes by and
I haven’t done something for somebody, it Just seems like a
wasted day."

Forget fortune, fame, glory, and glittering prizes: These
are great American success stories. And they’re powerful
reminders that everyone can do something for someone else.

Mary Taylor spent 16 years on welfare. She says "I used if,
and it ﬁsed me." Now she is a community activist who helps the
 poor get back on their feet. "We all have a place to be part of
the system no matter what level we are on," she says. |

Along with a sense of pride, for others, volunteering is a
source of great pleasure.

Cari McRae says her tutoring work "isn’t a burden. It makes

me feel satisfied." 'Danita Beck, who volunteers in a hospital,
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says "If you have extra time, why just sit around and not use it,
when someone else needs it?" And Marian Himmelreich, who
~lifeguards autistic children, says "It’s fun to be busy and
involved. Besides, I’'m not that wild about the soaps."

From disk jockeys to truck drivers to CEOs to children to
the retired -- service to others can be a central part of
American life. And it’s never been more needed than it is now.

It ought to be talked about in board rooms and bowling
alleys, factories, Rotaries, fraternities, sororities, farms,
families, cities and union halls, suburbs ahdtshopping malls --

Everywhere in America: Everyone has a gift to give.

Every one of us has

' America’s problems. And eve institution in America
R P ry

special talent

can make the'kind of commitment you’ve made here.
So following your lead, over at the White Hoziﬁiye’re going
to announce and honor individuals and groups acros he country

who are making a difference -- working to improve the lives of

others -- q}ving more Americans reason to g;vg/thanks??fgoﬁj?

These "Daily Points of Light" won’t bé singled out because
they themselves are the best. We honor thém because they show
what’s best in all of us. What’s best for all of us.

To honor their spirit and cbmmitment is to honor yours --
and those like you. We will single out the few, because they
represent the many.

We hope that by highlighting their achieéements, and the

ways they’ve found to serve, we can inspire others to serve.
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So I want to close by announcing thqqfirst White.House
"Daily Point of Light." It’s an organization that has devoted
itself to spreading the volunteer ethic in its community.
That organization is the reason we’re all here today:
They’'re the leadership and staff of the Memphis Commercial
Appeal. E£RAHSR] \\JA\_

‘'Imagine an America where service to others is a fact of

life. Part of everyone’s everyday thinking. Imagine the impact
if every newspaper, magaziné, television apd radio station and
cable system found and recognized a thousaﬁd ﬁoints»of light.

We are nearing the dawn of a new decawde.[i Let it be a decade
with né dark corners. No forgotten places.i_ﬁp lost people.

o

an offered hand canrﬁe jsgé~ted, it, can be offgred again.

And if thoge you help don’t thkark you, ey may be too yeung. Or

too old. Or ‘oo angr:;//Or too sick. Some may only thank ‘you

eir eyes. And” that Just may‘be enough-—

'SO‘if you’ve got’a hammer, find a nail. If you can read,
find someone who can’t. If you’re not in trouble, seek out
someone who is. ' Because everywhere there is a need in America,
there is a way to fulfill it. And everywhére there is a dream in
America, thefe is a!way to make it come trPe.ﬁ

.Thank you. God bless you -- and the work you do.
¥4 # |
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(( You know, back before the Civil War -- just after William
Henry Harrison was elected President -- this newspaper was named
the "Appeal."

The founder said he named it that, as an "appeal to the
sober second thoughts of the people, to elect a Democratic
president in the next election." |

Well, with traditions like that, you can imagine how lucky I
feel to be here today. ))

But I do feel lucky to be here, to talk about something
that's so important to our nation -- and our future.

Last June, I gave a speech about something called the
"Points  of Light" initiative. ‘Our goal was to make community
service central to the life and work éf every individual and
every institution in America.

I asked people and groups across the country to think about
the special, unique contripution they could make to help others
around them.

And I suggested just a few possibilities. Banks and utility
companies could add community service information to their

mailings. Real estate developers, contracters, architects and

lenders could team up for decent, affordable housing for the
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homeless. Every restaurant, grocery and convenience store could
make surplus food available to the hungry. =

For the news media, I had a special request because /O ‘
institution in America has more power over public opinion. The
media has a unique ability to shape public attitudes, heighten
awareness, and mobilize people for action.

So I asked members of the media to remind Americans that
illiteracy, drug abuse, homelessness, hunger and other social
problems have solutions. But only if people understand that
these aren't somebody else's problems to solve. And the press
has the power to reach every corner of America with that message.

A month after I announced the Points of Light initiative,

The Commercial Appeal in Memphis responded. Along with reporting

and commenting on problems -- which is every free paper's right
and responsibility -- they took on an added responsibility.

They began pointing to solutions.

They started doing profiles of 1,000 individual and
institutional "points of light" last summer -- at a time when a
lot of people were still trying to figure out what I meant by a
"thousand points of light." Well, you understood. And you've
brought that idea to life.

Tomorrow is a day unique to America. A day where we pause,
gather together, and give thanks. It's my hope that by this time
next year, a growing national service movement will mean more

Americans will have more to be thankful for.
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Today I'd like to challenge every publisher, every
broadcaster, every member of the American news media, to follow
the lead of the Commercial Appeal. Many have begun to do so.
'Many more can.

By putting the spotlight on citizens who have made community
service part of their definition of success, this newspaper is
encouraging others to do the same. And proving that the
volunteer spirit is alive and well in the volunteer state.

For the millions who want to help others in need, but wonder
how, this newspaper and this community are showing that there are
at least a thousand ways to lead others out of darkness.

I think of Fred Daniels, a retired salesman, starting what I
hear may be the world's best catfish cooking team, formed to
raise funds for charities.

He and his friends travel all over, towing an 8,000 pound
cooker to company picnics, and donating the proceeds to causes
like United Cerebral Palsy.

Or Kim Mclaughlin -- 18 years old -- who volunteered for the
Tennessee Outreach Program. She's been working in the hills
rebuilding houses, painting, and laying down floors.

She says, "I like seeing the smiles on people's faces after
we're done. When we were finished, they cried."

(( Don't worry, Kim ~- you should have seen.how Barbara reacted
the last time I tried to lay down a floor. ))

I understand that Sam Cooper [who's here on the platform]

has raised more than $20 million for civic causes. Sam has just
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been named the Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser of 1989 by the
National Society of Fundraising Executives. (( We may want to
put him to work on the federal budget... ))

Maybe you read about Pauline Hord, 82 years old. (( Hope
she'll forgive me for revealing that... )) Somebody at the
Mississippi Penitentiary at Parchman had been talking about a
prisoner there, saying he "couldn't read a Bﬁble if he'd had
one." So Mrs. Hord stepped forward.

She goes about 100 miles each way to the prison, every
Wednesday, to teach inmates how to read. She's taught nearly 140
of them, and now she's training them to teach others.

"I'm a teacher of teachers," she says.

Lillie Belle Witcher -- now, she's only 79 -- she works hard
for nearly half a dozen causes. She says, "If a day goes by and
I haven't done something for somebody, it just seems like a
wasted day."

Forget fortune, fame, glory, and glittering prizes: These
are great American success stories. And they're powerful
reminders that everyone can do something for someone else.

Mary Taylor spent 16 years on welfare. She says "I used it,
and it used me." Now she is a community activist who helps the
poor get back on their feet. "We all have a place to be part of
the system no matter what level we are on," she says.

Along with a sense of pride, for others, volunteering is a

source of great pleasure.
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Cari McRae says her tutoring work "isn't a burden. It makes
me feel satisfied." Danita Beck, who volunteers in a hospital,
says "If you have extra time, why just sit around and not use it,
when someone else needs it?" And Marian Himmelreich, who
1ifegﬁards autistic children, says "It's fun to be busy and
involved. Besides, I'm not that wild about the soaps."

From disk jockeys to truck drivers to CEOs to children to
the retired -- service to others can be a central part of
American life. And it's never been more needed than it is now.

It ought to be talked about in board rooms and bowling
alleys, factories, Rotaries, fraternities, sororities, farms,
families, cities and union halls, suburbs and shopping malls --
Everywhere in America: Everyone has a gift to give.

ﬁvery one of us has a special talent that can help solve
America's problems. And every institution in America can make
the kind of commitment you've made here.

So following your lead, over at the White House, we're going
to announce and honor individuals and groups across the country
who are making a difference -- working to improve the lives of
others =-- givin§ more Americans reason to give thanks.

These "Daily Points of Light" won't be singled out because
they themselves are the best. We honor them because they show
what's best in all of us. What's best for all of us.

To honor their spirit and commitment is to honor yours --
and those like you. We will single out the few, because they

represent the many.
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We hope that by highlighting their achievements, and the
ways they've found ﬁo serve, we can inspire others to serve.

So I want to close by announcing the very first White House
"Daily Point of Light." 1It's an organization that has devoted
itself to spreading the volunteer ethic in its community.

That organization is the reason we're all here today:
They're the leadership and staff of the Memphis Commercial
Appeal. \\\

Imagine an America where.service to others is a fact of
life. Part of everyone's everyd%y thinking. Imagine the impact
if every newspaper, magazine, television and radio station and
cable system found and recognized a thousand points of light.

We‘are nearing the dawn of a new decade. Let it be a decade
with no dark corners. No forgotten places. No lost people.

So if you've got a hammer, find a nail. If you can read,
find someone who can't. If you're not in trouble, seek out
someone who is. Because everywhere there is a need in America,
there is a way to fulfill it. And everywhere there is a dream in
America, there is a way to make it come true.

Thank you. God bless you -- and the work you do.

###
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(( You know, back before the Civil War -- just after William
Henry Harrison was elected President -- this newspaper was named
the "Appeal."

The founder said he named it that, as an "appeal to the
sober second thoughts of the people, to elect a Democratic
president in the next election."

Well, with traditions like that, you can imagine how lucky I

to be here, to talk about something

feel to be here today.f))

But I do feel
that's so impertant

Last June, I gave a speech about something called the

o our nation -- and our future.

"Points of Light" initiative. Our goal was to make community
service central to the life and work of every individual and
every institution in America.

I asked people and groups across the country to think about
the special, unique contripution they could make to help others
around them.

And I suggested just a few possibilities. Banks and utility
companies could add community service information to their
mailings. Real estate developers, contracters, architects and

lenders could team up for decent, affordable housing for the
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homeless. Every restaurant, grocery and convenience store could

make surplus food available to the hungry.
For the news media, I had a special request,because hO ©
institution in America has ‘

+he / . o
media—haa—a—uniqﬁh ability(to shape ppblic attltudes,ﬂheighten

awareness, anq’mobilize people for action.
€6 I asked members of the media to remind Americans that

illiteracy, drug abuse, homelessness, hunger and other social

0 # S
" — - A,

problems have solutions. But /&g people under;tand that
these‘aren't somebody else's problems to solve. And the press
has the power to reach every corner of America with that message.

A month after I announced the Points of Light initiative,

The Commercial Appeal in Memphis responded. Along with reporting
and commenting on problems =-- which is every free paper's right
and responsibility =-- they took on an added responsibility.

They began pointing to solutions.

They started doing profiles of 1,000 individual and
institutional "points of light" last summer -- at a time when a
lot of people were still trying to figure out what I meant by a
"thousand points of light." Well, you understood. And you've
brought that idea to life.

Tomorrow is a day unique to America. A day where we pause,
gather together, and give thanks. 1It's my hope that by this/time
next year, a growing national service movement will mean 9é;e0h~j>/

Americans will have more to be thankful for.
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Today I'd like to challenge every publisher, every
broadcaster, every member of the American news media, to follow
the lead of the Commercial Appeal. Many have begun to do so.
Many more can.

By putting the spotlight on citizens who have made community
service part of their definition of success, this newspaper is
encouraging others to do the same. And proving that the
volunteer spirit is alive and well in the volunteer state.

For the millions who want to help others in need, but wonder
how, this newspaper and this community are showing that there are
at least a thousand ways to lead others out of darkness.

I think of Fred Daniels, a retired salesman, starting what I
hear may be the world's best catfish cooking team, formed to
raise funds for charities.

He and his friends travel all over, towing an 8,000 pound
cooker to company picnics, and donating the proceeds to causes
like United Cerebral Palsy.

Or Kim McLaughlin -- 18 years old -- who volunteered for the
Tennessee Outreach Program. She's been working in the hills
rebuilding houses, painting, and laying down floors.

She says, "I like seeing the smiles on people's faces after

we're done. When we were finished, they cried."

Kim -- you should have_seen how

the las o lay d' ))
I understand that Sam Cooper [who's here on the platform]

has raised more than $20 million for civic causes. Sam has just
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been named the Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser of 1989 by the
National Society of Fundraising Executives. (( We may want to
put him to work on the federal budget... )) _

Maybe you read about Pauline Hord, 82 years old. k( Hope
she'll forgive me for revealing that... )) Somebody at the
Mississippi Penitentiary at Parchman had been talking about a
prisoner there, saying he "couldn't read a bible if he'd had
one." So Mrs. Hord.stepped forward.

éhe goes about 100 miles each way to the prison, every
Wednesday, to teach inmates how to read. She'é taught nearly 140
of them, and now she's tréining them to teach others.

"I'm a teacher of teachers," she says.

Lillie Belle Witcher -- now, she's only 79 -- she works hard
for nearly half a dozen causes. She says, "If a day goes by and
I haven't done something for somebody, it just seems like a
wasted day."

Forget fortune, fame, glory, and glittering prizes: These
are great American success stories. And they're powerful
reminders that everyone can do something for someone else.

Mary Taylor spent 16 years on welfare. She says "I used it,
and it ﬁsed me." Now she is a community activist who helps the
poor get back on their feet. "We all have a place to be part of
the system no matter what level we are on," she says.
| Along with a sense of pride, for others, voiunteering is a

source of great pleasure.
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Cari McRae says her tutoring work "isn't a burden. It makes
me feel satisfied." Danita Beck, who volunteers in a hospital;
says "If you have extra time, why just sit around and not use it,
when someone else needs it?" And Marian Himmelreich, who
lifeguards autistic children, says "It's fun to be busy and
involved. Besides, I'm not that wild about the soaps."

From disk jockeys to truck drivers to CEOs to children to
the retired -- service to others can be a central part of
American life. And it's never been more needed than it is now.

It ought to be talked about in board rooms and bowling
alleys, factories, Rotaries, fraternities, sororities, farms,
families, cities and union halls, suburbs and shopping malls --
Everywhere in America: Everyone has a gift to give.

Every one of us has a special talent that can help solve
America's problems. And every institution in America can make
the kind of commitment you've made here.

So following your lead, over at the White House, we're going
to announce and honor individuals and groups across the country
who are making a difference -- working to improve the lives of
others -- giving more Americans reason to give thanks.

These "Daily Points of Lightﬂ won't be singled out because
they themselves are the best. We honor them becausé they show
what's best in all of us. What's best for all of us.

To honor their spirit and commitment is to honor yours --
and those like you. We will single out the few, because they

represent the many.
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We hope that by highlighting their achievements, and the
ways they've found to serve, we can inspire others to serve.

So I want to close by announcing the very first White House
"Daily Point of Light."™ 1It's an organization that has devoted
itself to spreading the volunteer ethic in its community.~

That organization is the reason we're all here today:
They're the leadership and staff of the Memphis Commercial
Appeal. \\\

Imagine an America where service to others is a fact of
life. Part of everyone's everyday thinking. Imagine the impact
if every newspaper, magazine, television and radio station and

cable system found and recognized a thousand points of light.

We are nearing the dawn of a new decade. Let it be a decade

-with no dark corners. No forgotten places. No lost people.

So if you've got a hammer, find a nail. If you dan‘read,
find someéne who can't. 1If you're not in trouble, seek out
someone who is. Because everywhere there is a need in America,
there is a way to fulfill it. And everywhere there is a dream in
America, there is a way to make it come true.

Thank you. God bless you -- and the work you do.

###
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(( You know, back before the Civil War -- just after William
Henry Harrison was elected President -- this newspaper was named
the "Appeal."

The founder said he named it that, as an "appeal to the
sober second thoughts of the people, to elect a Democratic
president in the next election."

Well, with traditions like that, you can imagine how lucky I
feel to be here today. ))

But I do feel lucky to be here, to talk about something
that's so important to our nation -- and our future.

Last June, I gave a speech about something called the
"Points of Light" initiative. Our goal was to make community
service central to the life and work of every individual and
every institution in America. |

I asked people and groups across the country to think about
the special, unique contripution they could make to help others
around them.

And I suggested just a few possibilities. Banks and utility
companies could add community service inﬁormation to their

mailings. Real estate developers, contracters, architects and

lenders could team up for decent, affordable housing for the
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homeless. Every restaurant, grocery and convenience store could
make surplus food available to the hungry. |

For the news media, I had a special request because
institution in America has more power over public opinion. The
media has a unique ability to shape public attitudes, heighten
awareness, and mobilize people for action.

So I asked members of the media to remind Americans that
illiteracy, drug abuse, homelessness, hunger and other social
problems have solutions. But only if people understand that
these afen't somebody else's problems to solve. And the press
has the powér to reach every corner of America with that message.

A month after I announced the Poinfs of Light initiative,
The Commercial Appeal in Memphis responded. Along with reporting
and commenting on problems -- which is every free péper's right
and responsibility -- they took on an added responsibility.

They began pointing to solutions.

They started doing profiles of 1,000 individual and
institutional "points of light" last summer -- at a time when a
lot of people were still trying to figure out what I meant by a
"thousand points of light.ﬁ Well, you understood. And you've
brought that idea to life.

Tomorrow is a day unique to America. A day where we pause,
gather together, and give thanks. It's my hope that by this time
next year, a growing national service movement will mean more

Americans will have more to be thankful for.
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Today I'd like to challenge every publisher, every
broadcaster, every member of the American news media, to follow
the lead of the Commercial Appeal. Many have begun to do so.
Many more can.

By putting the spotlight on citizens who have made community
service part of their definition of success, this newspaper is
encouraging others to do the same. And proving that the
volunteer spirit is alive and well in the volunteer state.

- For the millions who want to help others in need, but wonder
how, this newspaper and this community are showing that there are
at least a thousand ways to lead others out of darkness.

I think of Fred Daniels, a retired salesman, starting what I
hear may be the world's best catfish cooking team, formed to
raise funds for charities.

He and his friends travel all over, towing an 8,000 pound
cooker to company picnics, and donating the proceeds to causes
like United Cerebral Palsy.

Or Kim McLaughlin -- 18 years o0ld -- who volunteered for the
Tennessee OQutreach Program. She's been working in the hills
rebuilding houses, painting, and laying down floors.

She says, "I like seeing the smiles on people's faces after
we'ré done. When we were finished, they cried."

(( Don't worry, Kim -- you should have seen how Barbara reacted
the last time I tried to lay down a flooxr. ))
| I understand that Sam Cooper [who's here on the platform]

has raised more than $20 million for civic causes. Sam has just
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been named the Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser of 1989 by the
National Society of Fundraising Executives. (( We may want to
put him to work on the federal budget... )) _

Maybe you read about Pauline Hord, 82 years old. (( Hope
. she'll forgive me for revealing that... )) Somebody at the
Mississippi Penitentiary at Pafchman had been talking about a
prisoner there, saying he "couldn't read a bible if he'd had
one." So Mrs. Hord'stepped forward.

She goes about 100 miles each way to the prison, every
Wednesday, to teach inmates how to read. She's taught nearly 140
of them, and now she's training them to teach others.

"I'm a teacher of teachers," she says.

Lillie Belle Witcher -- now, she's only 79 -- she works hard
for nearly half a dozen causes. She says, "If a day goes by and
I haven't done something for somebody, it just seems like a
wasted day."

Forget fortune, fame, glory, and glittering prizes: These
are great American success stories. And they're powerful
reminders that everyone can do something for someone else.

Mary Taylor spent 16 years on welfare. She says "I used it,
and it used me." Now she is a community activist who helps the
poor get back on their feet. "We all have a place to be part of
the system no matter what level we are on," she says.

Along with a sense of pride, for others, volunteering is a

source of great'pleasure.
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Cari McRae says her tutoring work "isn't a burden. It makes
me feel satisfied." Danita Beck, who volunteers in a hospitél,
says "If you have extra time, why just sit around and not use it,
when someone else needs it?" And Marian Himmelreich, who
lifeguards autistic children, says "It's fun to be busy and
involved. Besides, I'ﬁ not that wild about the soaps."

From disk jockeys to truck drivers to CEOs to children to
the retired -- service to others can be a central part of
American life. And it's never been more needed than it is now.

It ought to be talked about in board rooms and bowling
alleys, factories, Rotaries, fraternities, sororities, farms,
families, cities and union halls, suburbs and shopping malls --
Everywhere in America: Everyone has a gift to give.

Every one of us has a special talent that can help solve
America's problems. And every institution in America can make
the kind of commitment you've made here.

So following your lead, over at the White House, we're going
to announce and honor individuals and groups across the country
who are making a difference -- working to improve the lives of
others -- giving more Americans reason to give thanks.

These "Daily Points of Light" won't be singled out because
they themselves are the best. We honor them because they show
what's best in all of us. What's best for all of us.

To honor their spirit and commitment is to honor yours --
and those like you. We will single out the few, because they

represent the many.
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We hope that by highlighting their achievements, and the
ways they've found to serve, we can inspire others to serve.

So I want to close by announcing the very first White House
"Daily Point of Light." 1It's an organization that has devoted
itself to spreading the volunteer ethic in its community.

That organization is the reason we're all here today:
They're the leadership and staff of the Memphis Commercial
Appeal. \\\

Imagine an America where service to others is a fact of
life. Part of everyone's everyday thinking. Imagine the impact
if every newspéper, magazine, television and radio station and
cable system found and recognized a thousand points of light.

We'are nearing the dawn of a new decade. Let it be a decade
with no dark corners. . No forgotten places. No lost people!

So if you've got a hammer, find a nail. If you can read,
find someone who can't. If you're not in trouble, seek out
someone who is. Because everywhere there is a need in America,
there is a way to fulfill it. And everywhere there is a dream in
America, there is a way to make it come true.

Thank you. God bless you -- and the work you do.

# # #
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(( You know, back before the Civil War =-- just after William
Henry Harrison was elected President -- this newspaper was named
the "Appeal."

The founder said he named it that, as an "appeal to the
sober second thoughts of the people, to elect a Democratic
president in the next election."

Well, witgwlr;aézxézs like that, you can imagine how lucky I

feel to be here today. ))

/

~that's so important to our nation -- and our fu

_But I do feel lucky to be here, to talk about iij?xhlng

Last June, I gave a speech aﬂgg} ﬁéme ng called the
"Points of Light" initiative. Oarmgeia uas to make community
service central to the life and work of every individual and
every institution in America.

I asked people and groups across the country to think abo

the special, qntqﬁémz_ahs ;ﬂtlon they could make to help others

(= ne ”A ""

And I suggested just a few possibilities. Banks&and utility

around the

companies could add community service information to their
mailings. Real estate deveéjafrs, contracters, archltects a v//

lenders could team up fer decent, affordable housing/gjf the
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homeless. Every restaurant, grocery and cfnvenience store Cér{a
make surplus food available toAtge hungry;

For the news media, I uﬁﬁ a special request;pecause W é*LL@
institution in America has more power over public opinion. The
media has a unique ability to shape public attitudes, heighten
awareness, and mobilize people for action.

So I asked members of the media to remind Americans that

illiteracy, drug abuse, homelessness, hunger and other social

problems have solutions. But only if people understand that

these aren't somebody else's problems to solve. And the

has the power to reach every corner f Am t message.
7
A month after I ann _the iE:%%é of -Li '% itiative,

The Commercial Appeal /{n Memphis responded. Along with reporting

and commenting on j’éblems -- which is every fmee paper's right

and responsibility#-- they took on an added respon jﬁ%g:t

They began pointing to solutxons.w ””ZthuJ/h

They started doing proflleé‘d%»ivooom4ndkv1dual and

institutional "points of 1%9H%" last summer -- at a time when a
lot of people were sti Ji;;ing to figure out what I meant a
"thousand points of {iii‘ " Well, you understood. And ydcpie
brought that idea{éz life. :

whan

Tomorrow is a day unique to America. A day where we pause,
/
gather together, and give thanks. 1It's my hope that by this time
. Comw : .
next year, a growing nabdemal' service movement will mean more

Americans will have more to be thankful for.



: o

Today I'd like to challenge every publisher, every ‘~k'

broadcaster, every member of the American news media, to folllow

the lead of the Commercial Appeal. Many have begun to do so.

Many more can.

By putting the otlig on-citizens who have made community
service part of theAr definition of success, this newspaper is
encouraging otherf to do the same. And proving that the
volunteer spirit is alive and well in the volunteer state.

For the millions who want to help others in need, but wonder
how, this newspaper and this community are showing that there are

at least a thousand ways to lead others out of darkness.

I think of Fred Daniels, a retired.§diesman, starting what I
hear may be the world's best, catfish ¢dbking team, formed to
X&J raise funds for charities. »
He and his friends travefiall over, towing an 8,000 pound
(532¥?9f‘§cooker to company picnics, and donatlng the proceeds to causes
,%?' like United Cerebral Palsy. |
'Y Or Kim McLaughlin -- /18 years old -- who volunteered for the

\ﬁb (; Tennessee Outreach Program. She's been working in the hills

J“ t"‘kr:ebx.uld:mg houses, palntlng, and laying down floors. %ﬂpe
\"F She says, "I liKe seeing the smiles on people's faces after C{d
u we're done. When yé were finished, they cried." \
V{' (( Don't worry,fkim == you should have seen how Barbara reacted

b /

‘ry the last time I gried to lay down a floor. ))

§H§9ﬁ}§ I understand that Sam Cooper (who's here on the platform)

has raised more than $20 million for civic causes. Sam has just



been named the OutstandiRg Volunteer Fundraiser of 1989 by the

National Society of Fundr,'éing Executives. (( We may want to
put him to work on thg/fgd;}ql budget... ))

Maybe you read about Pauline Hord, 82 years old. (( Hope
she'll forgive me for revealing that... )) Somebody at the
Mississippi Penitentiary at Parchman had been talking about a
prisoner there, saying he "couldn't read a bible if he'd had
one." So Mrs. Hord stepped forward.

She goes about 100 miles each way to the prison, every
Wednesday, to teach inmates how to read. She's taught nearly 140
of them, and now she's training them to teach others.

"I'm a teacher of teachers," she says.

Lillie Belle Witcher -- now, she's only 79 -- she works hard
for nearly half a dozen causes. She says, "If a day goes by and
I haven't done something for somebody, it just seems like a
wasted day."

Forget fortune, fame, glory, and glittering prizes: These
are great American success stories. And they're powerful
reminders that everyone can do something for someone else.

Mary Taylor spent 16 years on welfare. She says "I used it,
and it used me." Now she is a community activist who helps the
poor get back on their feet. "We all have a place to be part of
the system no matter what level we are on," she says.

Along with a sense of pride, for others, volunteering is a

source of great pleasure.
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Cari McRae says her t tor;né work "isn't a burden. It makes

me feel satisfied." Danita Beck who volunteers in a hospital,

e

\

says "If you have extra time, why just sit around and not use it,

when someone else needs it?"\hAnd Marian Himmelreich, who
lifeguards autisti ﬂchildren, ys "It's fun to be busy and
involved. Besid¢é?/1'm not that‘wild about the soaps."

From disk jockeys to truck drivers to CEOs to children to
the retired -- service to others‘eam be a central part of
American life. And it's never been more needed than it is now.

It ought to be talked about in board rooms and bowling
alleys, factories, Rotaries, fraternities, sororities, farms,
families, cities and union halls, suburbs and shopping malls --
Everywhere in America: Everyone has a gift to give.

Every one of us has a special talent that can help solve

) AuSAIHJaVrag
America's problems. And every institution in Amerlcigizp make

;Ju‘p §kﬂﬂ‘

the kind of commitment you've made here.

st d, e ot Te '
ZNnmg q-r at the White House, we're going o=

¢ wecedt

f
or 1nd1v1duals and groups across the countr

to announce and

Y L4?b
who are making a difference -- working to improve th e lives of

e

;;fﬂ
These "Daily Points of Light" won't be singled out because .+

others *- giving more Americans reason to give tha

7

they themselves are the best. We honor them because they show

what's best in all of us. wh.é*s*best*fer‘ﬁTT“e;:gy.
To honor their spirit and commitment is tgf onor yours --

and those like you. We will single out the few ecause they

represent the many.



We hope that by highlightinq¢theirﬁ , and the

ways they've found to serve, we can inspire others to serve.

Stet
So~I want to clese-by-announcing the very first White House

Db Mmmaﬁo‘h s ous M

"Daily Point of Light." ’;b*s—an—organtzatten—that—has—éevoted_
1tselﬁ_to~sp;ead*ag—%he%go%unté"——fhic in its community.

That organlzatlog is the reason we're all here today:

They're the leaders@iﬁ and staff of the Memphis Commercial
Appeal. \\\ :

Imagine an America where service to others is a fact of
life. Part of everyone's everyday thinking. Imagine the impact
if every newspapér, magazine, television and radio station and
cable system found and recognized a thousand points of light.

We are neafing the dawn of a new decade. t it be a decade

with no dark corners. No forgotten places. No lagst people.
So if you've got a hammer, find a nail. If you can read,

find someone who can't. If you're not in trouble, seek out

someone who is. Because everywhere there is a need in America,
there is a way to fill it. And everywhere there is a dream in
QQ erica, there a way to make it come true

\\\//////’ Thank yot. God bless you -- and the work you do.
/

/| I \
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: COMMERCTAL APPEAL, VOLUNTEERISM EVENT
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1989
[12:00 P.M.]
(( You know, back before the Civil War -- just after William
Henry Harrison was elected President -- this newspaper was named
the "Appeal."

The founder said he named it that, as an "appeal to the
sober second thoughts of the people, to elect a Democratic
president in the next election.”

Well, with traditions like that,.you can imagine how lucky I-
feel to be here today. ))

But I do feel lucky to be here, to talk about something
that's so important to our nation -~ and our future.

Last June, I gave a speech about something called the
"Points of Light" initiative. Our goal was to make community
service central to the life and work of every individual and
every institution in America.

I asked people and groups across the country to think about
the special, unique contripution they could make to help others
around them.

And I suggestéd just a few possibilities. Banks and utility
companies could add community service informatién to their

mailings. Real estate developers, contracters, architects and

lenders could team up for decent, affordable housing for the
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homeless. Every restaurant, grocery and convenience store could
make surplus food available to the hungry. -

For the news media, I had a special request because
institution in America has more power over public opinion. The
media has a unique ability to shape public attitudes, heighten
awareness, and mobilize people for action.

So I asked members of the media to remind Americans that
illiteracy, drug abuse, homelessness, hunger and other social
problems have solutions. But only if people understand that
these aren't somebody else's problems to solve. And the press
has the power to reach every-cornef of America with that message.

A month after I announced the Points of Light initiative,
The Commercial Appeal in Memphis responded. Along with reporting
and commenting on problems -- which is every free péper's right
and reéponsibility -- they took on an added responsibility.

They began pointing to solutions.

They started doing profiles of 1,000 individual and
institutional "points of light" last summer -- at a time when a
lot of people were still trying to figure out what I meant by a
"thousand points of light." Well, you understood. And you've
brought that idea to life.

Tomorrow is a day unique to America. A day where we pause,
gather together, and give thanks. It's my hope that by this time
next year, a growing national service movement will mean more

Americans will have more to be thankful for.
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Today I'd like to challenge every publisher, every
broadcaster, every member of the American news media, to follow
the lead of the Commercial Appeal. Many have begun to do so.
Many more can.

By putting the spotlight on citizens who have made community
service part of their definition of success, this newspaper is
encouraging others to do the same. And proving that the
volunteer spirit is alive and well in the volunteer state.

' For the millions who want to help others in need, but wonder
how, this newspaper and this commuﬁity are showing that there are

at least a thousand ways to lead others out of darkness.

I think of Fred Daniels, a retired salesman, starting what I
hear may be the world's best catfish cooking team, formed to
raise funds for charities.

He and his friends travel all over, towing an 8,000 pound
cooker to company picnics, and donating the proceeds to causes
like United Cerebral Palsy.

Or Kim McLaughlin -- 18 years old -- who volunteered for the
Tennessee Outreach Program. She's been working in the hills
rebuilding houses, painting, and laying down floors.

She says, "y like seeing the smiles on people's faces after
we're done. When we were finished, they cried."

(( Don't worry, Kim -- you should have seen how Barbara reacted
the last time I tried to lay down a floor. ))

I understand that Sam Cooper [who's here on the platform]

has raised more than $20 million for civic causes. Sam has just
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been named the Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser of 1989 by the
National Society of Fundraising Executives. (( We may want to
put him to work on the federal budget... )) _

Maybe you read about Pauline Hord, 82 years old. (( Hope
she'll forgive me for revealing that... )) Somebody at the
Mississippi Penitentiary at Parchman-had been talking about a
prisoner there, saying he "couldn't read a bible if he'd had
one." So Mrs. Hord'stepped forward.

She goes about 100 miles each way to the prison, every
Wednesday, to teach inmates how to read. She's taught nearly 140
of them, and now she's training them to teach others.

"I'm a teacher of teachers," she says.

Lillie Belle Witcher -- now, she's only 79 -~ she works hard
for nearly half a dozen causes. She says, "If a day goes by and
I haven't done something for somebody, it just seems like a
wasted day."

Forget fortune, fame, glory, and glittering prizes: These
are great American sﬁccess stories. And they're powerful
reminders that everyone can do something for soﬁeone else.

Mary Taylor spent 16 years on welfare. Sﬁe says "I used it,
and it used me." Now she is a community activist who helps the
poér get back on their feet. "We all have a place to be part of
the system no matter what level we are on," she says.

Along with a sense of pride, for others, volunteering is a

source of great pleasure.
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Cari McRae says her tutoring work "isn't a burden. It makes
me feel satisfied."™ Danita Beck, who volunteers in a hospital,
says "If you have extra time, why just sit around and not use it,
when someone else needs it?" And Marian Himmelreich, who
lifeguards autistic children, says "It's fun to be busy and
involved. Besides, I'm not that wild about the soaps."

From disk jockeys to truck drivers to CEOs to children to
the retired -- service to others can be a central part of
American life. And it's never been more needed than it is now.

It ought to be talked about in board rooms and bowling
alleys, factories, Rotaries, fraternities, sororities, farms,
families, cities and union halls, suburbs and shopping malls --
Everywhere in America: Everyone has a gift to give.

Every one of us has a special talent that can help solve
America's problems. And every institution in America can make
the kind of commitment you've made here.

So following your lead, over at the White House, we're going
to announce and honor individuals and groups across the country
who are making a difference -- working to improve the lives of
others -- giving more Americans reason to give thanks.

These "Daily Points of Lightﬁ won't be singled out because
they themselves are the best. We honor them because they.show
what's best in all of us. What's best for all of us.

To hﬁnor their spirit and commitment is to honor yours --
and those like you. We will single out the few, because they

represent the many.
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We hope that by highlighting their achievements, and the
ways they've found to serve, we can inspire others to serve.

So I want to close by announcing the very first White House
"Daily Point of Light."™ 1It's an organization that has devoted
itself t6 spreading the volﬁnteer ethic in its community.

- That organization is the reason we're all here today:
They're the leadership and staff of the Memphis Commercial
Appeal. \\\

Imagine an America where service to others is a fact of
life. Part of everyone's everyday thinking. Imagine the impact
if every newspaper, magazine, television and radio station and
cable system found and recognized a thousand points of light.

We are nearing tﬂe dawn of a new decade. Let it be a decade
with no dark corners. No forgotten places. No lost people.

So if you've got a hammer, find a nail. If you can read,
find someone who can't. If you're not in trouble, seek out

someone who is. Because everywhere there is a need in America,

there is a way to fulfill it. And everywhere there is a dream in
America, there is a way to make it come true.
Thank you. God bless you -- and the work you do.
# # #
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‘ THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all very much. Mr. Linder, Mr.
Wilhelm, Mr. Williams, Jerry Friedheim, Loren Ghiglione, who came
down with us, and Jerome Ryans; of course, the Governor of this great
state, and Reverend Mowery, digstinguished members of congress,
volunteers, ladies and gentlemen, and all you damp pre-Thanksgiving
marvelous people. I didn't think anybody would be out here today.
(Applause.) :

You know, back befors the Civil War, just after William
Henry Harrison was elected President, this newspaper -- Mr. Linder's
hewspaper was named The Appeal. And the founder renamed it, and he
said, as an "appeal to the sober second thoughts of the people, to
elect a Democratic president at the next election.”

Well, with a history like that, you can imagine how lucky
I feel to be here today. (Laughter.) But I do really feel fortunate
to be here, to talk about something that is so vital to our nation
and to cur future. ‘

Lagt June ~=- Mr Linder referred to -- I gave a speech
about something called the "Points of Light® initiative. And its
goal is to make community service central to the 1life and work of
every individual and every institution in America. -

And I asked people ané groups across the country to think
abouk the special contributicn they could make to help others around
them in nesed,

For the news media, I made a special request -- because
no cokhar institution in America has the unigue ability of the media
to shape public attitudes, to heighten awareness, to mobilize people
for action., )

And I asked members cof the media to remind Americans that
illiteracv. drug abuse, homelessn2ss, hunger and other social
problems do have solutions. And scon after I announced the Points of
Light initiative, The Commercial Appeal in Memphis responded. Along
with reporting and commenting on problems -~ which is every paper's
right and obligation and responsibility in a free society -- they
took on an added responsibility.

And they began pointing to sclutions. And they started
doing profiles of 1,000 individualg and institutional "points of
light™ last summer -- at a time when a lot of people were still
trying to figure out what I meant by a thouecand points of light.
Well, you understoed -— all of you. And you've brought that idea to
life, dramatically.

Tomeoreow is our spaciasld day == ij
i

's a day unique to

v
America ~= a Jay vhen we panse sad gathzr together and give thanks.
And it is my hope that by thig %iwe next ¥T2L, & growing community
service movement will mean &hon Tay Amaerliosns will have more to be
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thankful for.

Today I'd like to challenge every publisher, every
btoadcaster,‘every member of the American news media to follow the
lead of The Commercial Appeal. (Applause.) And many have begun to
do so. All three of the major networks have started regular features
on volunteers in America -- and local papers and stations have become
involved. And many more can.

For the millions across our great country who want to
help others in need but wonder how, this newspaper and this community
are showing that there are at least a thousand ways to lead others
out of the darkness.

I think of Fred Daniels, a retired salesman, starting
what I hear may be the world's best catfish cooking team, formed to
raise funds -- there's Fred, right there -- formed to raise funds for
charity. Look, he and his friends travel all over towing an
- 8,000-pound cooker to company picnics, donating the proceeds to
causes like United Cerebral Palsy.

Or\KimchLaughlin, 18 years old, who volunteered for the
Tennessee Outreach Program. And she's been working in the hills
rebuilding houses, painting, laying down floors.

And she says this, "I like seeing the smiles on people's
faces after we're done. When we're finished, they cried.”

I understand that Don Stone, a bank preéident, decided
that the best way to convince students to stay in school was to work
with them, to talk with them -~ one at a time. One on one.

- And not long ago, Don saw one of those kids across the
street. And he says, "I just walked over to him, walked over to hug
him. He's been drug free for about two weeks." And he says, "We do

a lot of hugging here." :

Maybe you read about Pauline Hord, 82 years old. I hope
she'll forgive me for revealing that. And somebody at the
~Mississippi Penitentiary at Parchman had been talking about a
prisoner there, saying he couldn't read a Bible if he'd had one. And
so that's where she stepped forward.

She goes about 100 miles each way to the prison, every
Wednesday, to teach inmates how to read. She's taught nearly 140 of
them, and now she's training them to teach others.

And here's what she says, "I'm a teacher of teachers,"
she says. :

Lillie Belle Witcher -- she's only ‘79 -- and she works
hard for nearly half a dozen causes. And she says, "If a day goes by
and I haven't done something for somebody, it just seems like a
wasted day."

Forget fortune, fame and glory, and glittering prizes.
The people I've been describlng to you, they are great American »
success stories. And they're powerful reminders that everyone can do
something for somebody else.

Mary Taylor spent 16 years on welfare. And she said, "I
used it, and it used me." Now she's a community activist who helps
the poor get back on their feet. And she says, "We all have a place
to be part of the system no matter what level we are on."

From disk jockeys to truck drivers to CEOs to children to
the retired -- service to others should be a central part of American’
life. And it's never been more needed than it is now.

It ought to be talked about in the board rooms and the
bowling alleys and the factories and the rotaries and the
fraternities, sororities, farms, families, cities, union halls,

MORE



"
Jadet

-3 -

suburbs and shopping malls —-- everywhere in America. Everyone has a
gift to give.

And every one of us has a special talent that .can help
solve America's problems. And every institution in America can make
the kind of commitment that you've made here.

' At the White House we know a good idea when we see one,
so we're going to announce and honor individuals and groups across
the country who are making a difference -- working to improve the
lives of others -- giving more Americans reasons to give thanks.

These "Daily Points of Light" won't be singled out
because they themselves are the best. We honor them because they
show what's the best in all of us. And they show that from now on in

America -- now on in America -- any definition of a successful life
"must include serving others.

To honor their spirit and commitment is to honor yours
and those like you. We will single out a few, because they represent
.the many. And we hope that by highlighting their achievements, and
the ways they've found to serve, we can inspire others to serve.

So let me close by announcing the very first White House
"Daily Point of Light."™ 1It's an organization that put the spotlight
on citizens who have made community service a part of their
definition of success and encouraged other people to do the same --

prov1ng that the volunteer spirit is alive and well in the "volunteer
state."”

That organization is the reason that we're all here
today, braving the elements to salute them. They are the leadership
and staff of The Commercial Appeal. And I am proud to honor them in
this way. (Applause.) : '

Just imagine an America where service to others is a fact
of life. Part of everyone's everyday thinking. Imagine the impact
if every single newspaper and magazine and television and radio

station and cable system found and recognized a thousand points of
light.

' Imagine if every institution, from the airlines to dry
cleaners to high schools to neighborhood softball teams, were to join
us in regularly honoring as heroes those who are engaged in the war

against drug abuse or illiteracy, AIDS, homelessness, hunger and the
other problems.

We are nearing the dawn of a new decade. And so let it

be a decade with no dark corners. No forgotten people. No forgotten
places.

And so if you've got a hammer, £ind a nail. If you can
read, find someone who can't. If you're well, do it like the
volunteers I just saw at St. Jude's. Help someone who isn't well.
If you're not in trouble, seek out someone who is. Because
everywhere there is a need in America, there is a way to fill it.
And everywhere there is a dream in America, there's a way to make it
come true. :

Isn't is fitting that on this chilly and wet eve before
Thanksgiving, we pay tribute to those Americans who help their fellow
Americans.

God bless you all. Have a wonderful ‘Thanksgiving. I
hope you haven't gotten ammonia and God bless the United States of
America. Thank you very much. Thank you all. (Applause.)

END 12:25 P.M. CST



