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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

11/16/89

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: L1/17/89 2:00 PM

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ASSOCIATION OF STATE UNIVERSITIES AND LAND
GRANT CULLEGES

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT a [/ MCCLURE / a
SUNUNU a / NEWMAN O a
SCOWCROFT O a PORTER ?,Mm;:-m/ a
DARMAN / a ROGICH | [/ a
BATES / a UNTERMEYER O O
CARD a i/ ROGERS O {
CICCONI a / WINSTON a {
DEMAREST / a PINKERTON I/ a
FITZWATER a / a a
GRAY / a a a
HAGIN a a a a
R?;ARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 2:00 PM, Friday, November 17, with a copy
to my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE: /“/ﬂ { )
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James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTTIAL REMARKS: ASSOC. OF ST. UNIV. & LAND GRANT COLLEGES
: J.W. MARRIOTT HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D.cC.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1989, 11:15 A.M.

Thank you, Dr. Chase Peterson [[UNIV.-OF UTAH PRESIDENT, AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE ASSOC.]], for those kind words. And thank you,
all of you, for your warm welcome and for the important work you
do in educating our nation's youth -- the prpmise of America, and
the promise of the future.

I am very pleaséd and honored fo have this opportunity to
come by in person to tell you just how important I believe your
work is.

I come during an auspicious week for Presidential speech-
making. On yeéterday's date in 1863, the Republican-owned
Chicago Times ran an editorial, slamming the speaking skills of
their home-state President, Abraham Lincoln.

It read: "The cheek of every American must tingle with
shame as he reads_the silly, flat and dishwatery utterances of
the man who had to be pointed out to intelligent foreigners as
the President of the United States." Of course, the speech they
were so worked up about was the Gettysburg Address. \\\\

It was Abraham Lincoln who, ohe year earlier, signed the
Morrill Act into law, launching the great land-grant colleges,
and a uniquely American philosophy towards higher education.

America's state universities and land-grant colleges opened

the’ door of opportunity to millions of talented kids whose
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backgrounds might otherwise have precluded their advancement and

education. It marked the first time in American history -- in

world history -- that people of every background were given a
chance tb prove their abilities through higher education.

Your institutions have continued to successfully evolvé)
oftentimes more than any of your counterparts, because you have
always been there to address the needs of each sector, matufing
as universities_as America has matured as a nation.

And the "pay-back" has beén terrific. Today, America's
state universities and land-grant colleges furnish much of the
modern skills needed to operate the world's richest economy -- as
well as the traditional research that has boosted American
agriculture for more than one hundred years.

More thaﬁ a century ago, Iowa State University became the
first agricultural college to "go to the farmers." And the
legacy of its innovative program is the modern Cooperative
Extension Service, one of the most practical and cost-efficient
federal programs ever devised.

Like America's bountiful harvests, America's system of
higher education is the énvy of the world. Your institutions
‘gave birth to the world's first atom smasher, digital computer,
and Amefica's first orbiting satellite. Your researchers
- developed manj of today's "Wondef drugs" and the first artificial
heart.

Your institutions are filled with powerful examples of what

is right about education in America. And many of those examples
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were cited by your Governors at the Charlottesville Summit
earlier this fall, as we worked together to address the changing
challenges in American education.
I noticed that William Fishback of the University of
Virginia had a talk here yesterday on -- and I quote -- "Coping

with an Educational Summit: How to Survive President Bush, 49

Governors, the News Media and Other Strangers on Campus." \\\
Now that's a 20-word title, and I know some of you plain-
speaking educators would want to edit it down. But with my luck,
the condensed version would be "How To Survive President Bush."
And if Mr. Fishback thought it was rough -- he should talk
to U.Va.'s president, your colleague Robert O'Neil. Robert's
Virginia hospitality was so gracious that it was two days before
Barbara and I realized we had evicted him from his house. \\\
The Summit marked only the third time in our nation's
hL;tory that America's Governors were called together to address
B;L specific challenge. It was an important beginning/-- but
only a beginning. 1In the weeks since, my Adminis%;;%;on, and

ON THE Commrijenss mIpPDE 7
your Governors, have been working hard i i
Coipf Lo lTSV) s REPATING 7D NAPpVAC fpALS , ERRTEE Fiexs d/L)ry s
priorities—on many-issues -- choice and competitiveness, teaching
ENHAMEE PCCOUNTABI1TY | MY KESTRUCTURING- 7OWALD A MOEE

’ 4 (4

results-oriented systemﬁfL’
This organization -- this very room -- holds a vast body of
expertise and experience in tackling these issues. For those of

you who are already working with your Governors, I thank you.
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And for those who have not yet had that opportunity, I invite
you, I urge you, to lend your voices to this critical dialogue.
Later today, I will be meeting with my newly created
President's Education Policy Advisory Committee. And I will look
forward to hearing from three of your members who are on the
committee ~- Lamar Alexander, President of the University of

Tennesseq; Joe Nathan of the University of Minnesota, and Frank
10EV]

Rhodes, whese Cornell University was—recently ranked—with—cal-

.
’ ’ 7

-- examples all of the kind of world-
class reputations your member schools have attained.

America's colleges and universities are the best in the

world. But many dﬁth whether the same can still be said of our

SECOVDARY
elementary and schools.

We /va=p B EOWVENED Snprrss/s on e
ba31cs -- and-aid-the-effortto make
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STUPENTS ALves fi saulf Donls

sure—that !henKthoy—eene - theyégonjyg;egared. ANR
Yol G

Earlier this month, a survey of more than 5,000 professors
only served to confirm what each of you already knows -- that

many of today's freshman are simply not prepared in the basics,



5
forcing a lowering of standards in higher education, and forcing
you to spend too much time and money teachlng students what they
should have learned in high school. *‘11&%%7’/4

Last April, we sent Congress our Educational Excellence Act,
a critical first step in the effort to reverse the fortunes of
our struggling elementary and secondary schools. It calls for

CECoNI1ZE AVD EWHLD 1P A nlmmrke
merit schools, to single out excellence—and—reward—it. Magnet
schools, an important instrument of choice. And alternative
certification, a way to expand the pool of talented teachers.

One of its most significant initiatives seeks to bolster an
effort that many of you have been in the forefront of -- the
effort to revitalize campus interest in the study 6z?géience and
technology. We've proposed a new, nationwide program o§(501g2g2
scholarships for our best high school seniors. 570 national
science scholars will receive up to $10,000 a year for four
years, to be used at the college of their choice.

Many of those colleges are likely to be your colleges, and
many of you have already launched programs that will complement
this new effort.

Another part of our proposal calls for emergency urban
grants to help our hardest hit school districts become drug-free.
But as with the new science scholarships, the success of this
effort depends upon our colleges and universities doing their
part.

We can't give our students one message while they are in

elementary and high school and another when they start college.
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No school can afford to remain diffident when it comes to drugs.

Because in the war on drugs, there are no non-combatants. \\\

Land-grant colleges -- like all colleges -- and state
universities -- like all universities -- must take a stand. Your
students -- like all students -- must be told that society will
not tolerate the use of drugs. \\\

There is one, final part of our education package that has
special importance to me, and a special place with this group as
we approach the centennial of the second Morrill land-grant Act.

The 1890 law inspired the creation of 17 historically black
land-grant colleges in Southern and border states -- schools that
changed the lives of millions of young men and women by replacing
traditional roadblocks with avenues of opportunity.

But not all the roadblocks are gone. Endowments at these
vital institutions lag far behind many other schools. And so
we've proposed expanded federal help in the form of matching
endowment grants for historically black colleges and
universities. Each of these proposals will make a difference,
improving your students, or your schools, or both.

This package went to the Hill in April. 1It's time for the
Congress to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress
in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass
this bill now. \\\\

None of these efforts will be a panacea for every ill that
confronts our educators. And they don't stand alone. Other

initiatives include this year's $250 million increase for Head
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‘Start, the new tax-free college savings bond program to help our
low- and middle-income families send their children to your

colleges, and continued progress towards our goal of doubling the

budget of the National Science Foundation -- supporting thousands
of individual researchers at colleges and universities -~ by

1993. \\
| Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. \\

At the dawn of the industrial revoiution, the schools you
represent stepped forward and fueled the education and research
that rocketed America from a frontier nation to the frontiers of
space, the hands-on winner of the industrial age.

Now we stand at the dawn of a new age, an age in which the
triumphant will be not those who master the potential of the
machine -- but rather -- those who master the potential of the

‘mind. \\

Thanks to your hard work, and those who came before you, we
are well-equipped to ﬁeet these challénges. |
Thank you. God bless you. And God bless America.
4 4 $



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 17, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS

FROM : FREDERICK D. NELSON £/~
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Association of State
Universities and Land Grant Colleges

The Counsel's Office has no legal objection to the
above-referenced Presidential Remarks.

ce? James W. Cicconi
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 2:00 PM, Friday, November 17, with a copy
to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESTIDENTIAL REMARKS: ASSOC. OF ST. UNIV. & LAND GRANT COLLEGES
J.W. MARRIOTT HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1989, 11:15 A.M.

Thank you, Dr. Chase Peterson [[UNIV. OF UTAH PRESIDENT, AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE ASSOC.]], for those kind words. And thank you,
all of iou, for your warm welcome and for the important work you
do in educating our nation's youth -- the promise of America, and
the promise of the future.

I am very pleased and honored to have this opportunity to
come by in person to tell you just how important I believe your
work is.

I come during an auspicious week for Presidential speech-
making. On yesterday's date in 1863, the Republican-owned
Chicago Times ran an editorial, slamming the speaking skills of
their home-state President, Abraham Lincoln.

It read: "The cheek of every American must tingle with
shame as he reads the silly, flat and dishwatery utterances of
the man who had to be pointed out to intelligent foreigners as
the President of the United States."™ Of course, the speech they
were so worked up about was the Gettysburg Address. \\\\

It was Abraham Lincoln who, one year‘earlier, signed the
Morrill Act into law, launching the great land-grant colleges,
and a uniquely American philosophy towards higher education.

America's state universities and land-grant colleges opened

the door of opportunity to millions of talented kids whose
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backgrounds might otherwise have precluded their advancement and

education. It marked the first time in American history -- in

world history -- that people of every background were given a
chance to prove their abilities through higher education.

Your institutions have continued to successfully evolve,
oftentimes more than any of your counterparts, because you have
always been there ﬁo address the needs of each sector, maturing
as universities as America has matured as a nation.

And the "pay-back" has been terrific. Today, America's
state universities and land-grant colleges furnish much of the
modern skills needed to operate the world's richest economy -- as
well as the traditional research that has boosted American
agriculture for more than one hundred years.

More than a century ago, Iowa State University became the
first agricultural college to "go to the farmers." And the
legacy of its innovative program.is the modern Cooperative
Extension Service, one of the most practical and cost-efficient
federal programs ever devised.

Like America's bountiful harvests, America's system of
higher education is the envy of the world. Your institutions
gave birth to the world's first atom smasher, digital computer,
and America's first orbiting satellite. Your researchers
developed many of today's "wonder drugs" and the fifst artificial
heart.

Your institutions are filled with powerfui examples of what

is right about education in America. And many of those examples



3
were cited by your Governors at the Charlottesville Summit
earlier this fall, as we worked together to address the changing
challenges in American education.
I noticed that wWilliam Fishback of the Universitf of
Virginia had a talk here yesterday on -- and I quote -- "Coping

with an Educational Summit: How to Survive President Bush, 49

Governors, the News Media and Other Strangers on Campus." \\\

Now that's a 20-word title, and I know some of you plain-
speaking educators would want to edit it down. But with my luck,
the condensed version would be "How To Survive President Bush.J

And if Mr. Fishback thought it was rough -- he should talk
to U.Va.'s president, your colleague Robert O'Neil. Robert's
Virginia hospitality was so gracious that it was two days before
Barbara and I realized we had evicted him from his house. \\\

The Summit marked only the third time in our nation's
history that America's Governors were called toéether to address
one specific challenge. It was an important peginning -=- but
only a beginning. In the weeks since, my Administration, and
your Governors, have been wbrking hard to establish national
priorities on many issues -- choice and competitiveness, teaching
quality, accountability, flexibility, tougher standards, and
fesults-oriented systems.

This organization -- this very room -- holds a vast body of
expertise and experience in tackling these issues. For those of

you who are already working with your Governors, I thank you.
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And for those who have not yet had that opportunity, I invite
you, I urge you, to lend your voices to this critical dialogue.

Later today, I will be meeting with ﬁy newly created
President's Education Policy Advisory Committee. And I will look
forward to hearing from three of your members who are on the
committee -- Lamar Alexander, President of the University of
Tennessee, Joe Nathan of the University of Minnesota, and Frank
Rhodes, whose Cornell University was recently ranked with cal
Berkeley, U.C.L.A., Michigan, North Carolina, and Virginia as one
of the best in the nation -- examples all of the kind of world-
class reputations your member schools have attained.

America's colleges and universities are the best in the
world. But many doubt whether the same can still be said of our
elementary and high schools.

Today, millions of young Americans never make it to your
doorways. They drop out of school -- and the American mainstream
-- long before it's time to take the SAT's. And in the long
tradition of federal support for state colleges, more and more
educators are saying that one of the best ways the federal
government can ensure the continued excellence of higher
education, is to go back to basics -- and aid the effort to make
sure more of our kids make it to your colleges -- and to make
sure that when they come =-- they come prepared. \\\\

Earlier this month, a survey of more than 5,000 professors
only served to confirm what each of you already knows -- that

many of today's freshman are simply not prepared in the basics,
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forcing a lowering of standards in higher education, and forcing
you to spend too much time and money teaching students what they
should have learned in high school.

Last April, we sent Congress our Educational Excellence Act,
a critical first step in the effort to reverse the fortunes of
our struggling elementary and secondary schools. It calls for
merit schools, to single out excellence and reward it. Magnet
schools, an important instrument of choice. And alternative
lcertification, a way to expand the pool of talented teachers.

One of its most significant initiatives seeks to bolster an
effort that many of you have been in the forefront of -- the
effort to revitalize campus interest in the study of sciénce and
technology. We've proposed a new, nationwide program of science
scholarships for our best high school seniors. 570 national
science scholars will receive up to $10,000 a year for four
years, to be used at the college of their choice.

Many of those colleges are likely to be your colleges, and
many of you have already launched programs that will complement
this new effort.

Another part of our proposal calls for emergency urban
grants to help our hardest hit school districts become drug-free.
But as with the new science scholarships, the success of this
effort depends upon our colleges and universities doing their
part.

We can't give our students one message while they are in

elementary and high school and another when they start college.
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No school can afford to remain diffident when it comes to drugs.
Because in the war on drugs, there are no non-combatants. \\\

Land-grant colleges -- like all colleges - and.state
universities -- like all universities -- must take a stand. Your
students -~ like all students -- must be told that society will
not tolerate the use of drugs. \\\ |

There is one, final part of our education package that has/
special importance to me, and a special place with this group as
we approach the centennial of the second Morrill land-grant Act.

The 1890 law inspired the creation of 17 historically black
land-grant colleges in Southern and border states -- schools that
changed the lives of millions of young men and women by replacing
tfaditional roadblocks with avenues of opportunity.

Bgt not all the roadblocks are gone. Endowments at these
vital institutions lag far behind many other schools. And so
we've proposed expanded federal help in the form of matching
-endowment grants for historically black colleges and
universities. . Each of these proposals will make a difference,
improving your students, or your schools, or both.

This package went to the Hill in April. It's time for the
Congress to act. Let's make this a year 6f change and progress
in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass
this bill mow. \\\\

None of these efforts will be a panacea for every ill that
confronts our educators. And they don't stand alone. Other

initiatives include this year's $250 million increase for Head
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Start, the new tax-free college savings bond program to help our
low- and middle-income families send their children to your

colleges, and continued progress towards our goal of doubling the

budget of the National Science Foundation -- supporting thousands
of individual researchers at colleges and universities -- by
1993. \\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. \\

At the dawn of the industrial revolution, the schools you
represent stepped forward and fueled the education and research
that rocketed America from a frontier nation to the frontiers of
space, the hands-on winner of the industrial age.

Now we stand at the dawn of a new age, an age in which the
triumphant will be not those who master the potential of the
machine -- but rather -- those who master the potential of the

mind. \\

Thanks to your hard work, and those who camé before you, we
are well-equipped to meet these challenges.
Thank you. God bless you. And God bless America.
# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ASSOC. OF ST. UNIV. & LAND GRANT COLLEGES
J.W. MARRIOTT HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1989, 11:15 A.M.

Thank you, Dr. Chase Peterson [[UNIV. OF UTAH PRESIDENT, AND

‘éVKJfﬁ;j CHAIRMAN OF THE ASSOC.]], for those kind words. And thank you,

~ all of you, for your warm welcome and for the important work you

do in educating our nation's youth -- the promise of America, and
the promise of the future.

I am very pleased and honored to have this opportunity to
come by in person to tell you just how important I believe your
work is.

I come during an auspicious week for Presidential speech-
making. On yesterday's date in 1863, the Republican-owned
Chicago Times ran an editorial, slamming the speaking skills of
their home-state President, Abraham Lincoln.

It read: "The cheek of every American must tingle with
shame as he reads the silly, flat and dishwatery utterances of
the man who had to be pointed out to intelligent foreigners as
the President of the United States." Of course, the speech they
were so worked up about was the Gettysburg Address. \\\\

It was Abraham Lincoln who, one year earlier, signed the
Morrill Act into law, launching the great land-grant colleges,
and a uniquely American philosophy towards higher education.

America's state universities and land-grant colleges opened

the door of opportunity to millions of talented kids whose
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backgrounds might otherwise have precluded their advancement and

. education. It marked the first time in American history -- in

world history -- that people of every background were given a

chance to prove their abilities through higher education.

Your institutions have continued to~successfully evolve,
oftentimes,moré than any of your counterparts, because you have
always been there to address the needs of each sector, maturing
as univefsities as America has matured as a nation.

And the "pay-back" has been terrific. Today, America's
state universities and land-grant colleges furnish much of the
modern skills needed to opérate the world's richest economy -- as
well as the traditional research that has boosted American
agricuiture fdr more than one hundred years.

More than a century ago, Iowa State University became the
first agricultural college to "go to the farmers." And the
legacy of its innovativelprogram is the modern Cooperative
Extension Service, one of the most practical and cost-efficient
federal programs ever devised.

Like America's bountiful harvests, America's system of
higher éducation is the envy of the world. Your institutions
gave birth to the world's first atom smasher, digital computer,
and America's first orbiting satellite. Your researchers
developed many of today's "wonder drugs" and the first artificial
heart. | |

Your institutions are fiiled with powerful examples of what

is right about education in America. And many of those examples



3
were cited by your Governors at the Charlottesville Summit
earlier this fall, as we worked together to address the changing
challenges in American education.
I noticed that William Fishback of the University of
Virginia had a talk here yesterday on -- and I quote -- "Coping

with an Educational Summit: How to Survive President Bush, 49

Governors, the News Media and Other Strangers on Campus." \\\

Now that's a 20-word title, and I know some of you plain-
speaking educators would want to edit it down. But with my 1luck,

the condensed version would be "How To Survive President Bush."

And if Mr. Fishback thought it was rough -- he should talk
to U.Va.'s president, your colleague Robert O'Neil. Robert's
Virginia hospitality was so gracious that it was two days before

Barbara and I realized we had evicted him from his house. \\\

The Summiﬁ marked only the third tiﬁe in our nation's
history that America's Governors were called together'té address
one specific challenge. It was an important beginning -- but
only a beginning. In the weeks since, my Administration, and
your Governors, have been working hard to establish national
priorities on many issues -~ choice and competitiveness, teaching.
quality, accountability, flexibility, tougher standards, and
results-oriented systems;

This organization -- this very room -- holds a vast body of
expertise and experience in tackling these issues. For those of

you who are already working with your Governors, I thank you.
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And for those who have not yet had that opportunity, I invite
you, I urge you, to lend your voices to this critical dialogue.

Later today, I will be meeting with my newly created
President's Education Policy Advisory Committee. And I will look
forward to hearing from three of your members who are on the
committee -- Lamar Alexander, President of the University of
Tennessee, Joe Nathan of the University of Minnesota, and Frank
Rhodes, whose Cornell University was recently ranked with Cal
Berkeley, U.C.L.A., Michigan, North Carolina, and Virginia as one
of the best in the nation -- examples all of the kind of world-
class reputations your member schools have attained.

America's colleges and universities are the best in the
world. But many doubt whether the same can still be said of our
elementary and high schools.

Today, millions of young Americans never make it to your
doorways. They drop out of school -- and the American mainstream
-- long before it's time to take the SAT's. And in the long

tradition of federal support for state colleges, more and more

educators are saying that one of the best ways the federal
government can ensure the continued excellence of higher

education, is to go back to basics -- and aid the effort to make

sure more of our kids make it to vour colleges -- and to make

sure that when they come -- they come prepared. \\\\
Earlier this month, a survey of more than 5,000 professors
.only served to confirm what each of you already knows -- that

many of today's freshman are simply not prepared in the basics,
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forcing a lowering of standards in higher education, and forcing
you to spend too much time and money teaching students what they
should have learned in high school.
Last April, we sent Congress our Educational Excellence Act,

;:a critical first step in the effort to reverse the fortunes of

%
,o))@
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Qﬁﬂ &Q . merit schools, to single out excellence and reward it. Magnet

our struggling elementary and secondary schools. It calls for

o (P¥§\ schools, an important instrument of choice. And alternative
WVM

' 5 o3 certification, a way to expand the pool of talented teachers.
P g

One of its most significant initiatives seeks to bolster an
Cyo\ effort that many of you have been in the forefront of -- the
effort to revitalize campus interest in the study of science and
technology. We've proposed a new, nationwide program of science
scholarships for our best high school seniors. 570 national
science scholars will receive up to $10,000 a year for four
years, to be used at the college of their choice.

Many of those colleges are likely to be your colleges, and
many of you have already launched programs that will complement
this new effort.

Another part of our proposal calls for emergency urban
grants to help our hardest hit school districts become drug-free.
But as with the new science scholarships, the success of this
effort depends upon our colleges and universities doing their
part.

We can't give our students one message while they are in

elementary and high school and another when they start college.
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No school can afford to remain diffident when it comes to drugs.
Because in the war on drugs, there are no non-combatants. W\

Land-grant colleges -= like g;l_gg;;gggg -- and state
universities -~ like all universities -- must take a stand. Your
students -- like all students -- must be told that society will |
not tolerate the use of drugs. \\\

There is one, final part of our education package that has
special importance to me, and a special place with this group as
we approach the centennial of the second Morrill land-grant Act.
| The 1890 law inspired the creation of 17 historically black
land-grant colleges in Southern and border states -- schools that
changed the lives of millions of young men and women by replacing
traditional roadblocks with avenues of opportunity.

But not all the roadblocks are gone. Endowments at these
- vital institutions lag far behind many other schools. And so
we've proposed expanded federal help in the form of matching
endowment grants for historically black colleges and
universities. Each of these proposals will make a difference,
improving your students, or your schools, or both. _

This package went to the Hill in April. It's time for the
Congress to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress
in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass
this bill now. \\\\

None of these efforts will be a panacea for every ill that
cohfronts our educators. And they don't stand alone. Other

initiatives include this year's $250 million increase for Head
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Start, the new tax-free college savings bond program to help our
low- and middle-income families send their children to your

colleges, and continued progress towards our goal of doubling the

budget of the National Science Foundation -- supporting thousands
of individual researchers at colleges and universities -- by

1993. \\
' Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. \\

At the dawn of the industrial revqlution, the schools you
represént steppéd forward and fueled the education and research
that rocketed America from a frontier nation to the frontiers of
space, the hands-on winner of the industrial age.

Now we stand at the dawn of a new age, an age in which the
triumphant will be not those who master the potential of the
machine -- but rather -- those who master the potential of the

mind. \\

Thanks to your hard work, and those who came before you, we
are well-equipped to meet these challenges. )
Thank you. God bless you. And God bless America.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ASSOC. OF ST. UNIV. & LAND GRANT COLLEGES
J.W. MARRIOTT HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1989, 11:15 A.M.
Thank you, Dr. Chase Peterson [[UNIV.~CF UTAH PRESIDENT, AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE ASSOC.]], for those kind words. And thank you,
all of you, for your warm welcome and for the important work you
do in educating our nation's youth -- the promise of America, and
the promise of the future.

I am very pleased and honored to have this opportunity to

come by in person to tell you just how important I believe your

- work is.

I come during an auspicious week for Presidential speech-

making. On yesterday's date in 1863, the Republican-owned

Chicago Times ran an editorial, slamming the speaking skills of

their home-state President, Abraham Lincoln.

It read: "The cheek of every American must tingle with

shame as he reads the silly, flat and dishwatery utterances of

the man who had to be pointed out to intelligent foreigners as

the President of the United States." Of course, the speech they

were so worked up about was the Gettysburg Address. \\\\

It waé Abraham Lindoln who, one year earlier, signed the .

Morrill Act into law, launching the great land-grant colleges,

and a uniquely American philosophy towards higher education.
America's state universities and land-grant colleges épened-

the door of opportunity to millions of talented kids whose
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backgrounds might otherwise have precluded their advancement and
education. It marked the first time in American history -- in
world history -- that people of every background were given a
chance to prove their abilities through higher education.
sueceecds L

Your institutions have ,

e — ety pveka
oftentimes mere—thamany of your counterpart;{ because you have
always been there to address the needs of each sector, maturing
as universities as America has matured as a nation.

And the "pay-back" has been terrific. Today, America's
state universities and land-grant colleges furnish much of the
modern skills needed to operate the world's richest economy -- as
well as the traditional research that has boosted American
agriculture for more than one hundred years.

More than a century ago, Iowa State University became the
first agricultural college to "go to the farmers." And the
legacy of its innovative program is the modern Cooperative
Extension Service, one of the most practical and cost-efficient
federal programs ever devised.

Like America's bountiful harvests, America's system of
higher education is the envy of the world. Your institutions
gave birth to the world's first atom smasher, digital computer,
and America's first orbiting satellite. Your researchers
developed many of today's "wonder drugs" and the first artificial
heart.

Your institutions are filled with powerful examples of what

is right about education in America. And many of those examples
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were cited by your Governors at the Charlottesville Summit
earlier this fall, as we worked together to address the changing
challenges in American education.
I noticed that William Fishback of the Universitf of
Virginia had a talk here yesterday on -- and I quote -- "Coping

with an Educational Summit: How to Survive President Bush, 49

Governors, the News Media and Other Strangers on Campus."  \\\

Now that's a 20-word title, and I know some of you plain-
speaking educators would want to edit it down. But with my luck,
the condensed version would be "How To Survive President Bush.ﬁ

And if Mr. Fishback thought it was rough -- he should talk
to U.Va.'s president, your colleague Robert O'Neil. Robert's
Virginia hospitality was so gracious that it was two days before
Barbara and I realized we had evicted him from his house. \\\

The Summit marked only the third time in our nation's
history that America's Governors were called together to address
one specific challenge. It was an important beginning ~- but
only a beginning. In the weeks since, my Administration, and
your Govérnors, have been working hard to establish national
priorities on many issues -- choice and competitiveness, teaching
quality, accountability, flexibility, tougher standards, and
resulfs-oriented systems. |

This organization -- this very room -- holds a vast body of
éxpertise and experience in tackling these issues. For those of

ybu who are already working with your Governors, I thank you.
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And for those who have not yet had that opportunity, I invite
you, I urge you, to lend your voices to this critical dialogue.

Later today, I will be meeting with my newly created
President's Education Policy Advisory Committee. And I will iook
forward to hearing from three of your members who are on the
committee -- Lamar Alexander, President of the University of
Tennessee, Joe Nathan of the University of Minnesota, and Frank
Rhodes, whose Cornell University was recently ranked with cal
Berkeley, U.C.L.A., Michigan, North Carolina, and Virginia as one
of the best in the nation -- examples all of the kind of world-
class reputations your member schools have attained.

America's colleges and universities are the best in the
world. But many doubt whether the same can still be said of our
elementary and high schools.

Today, millions of young Americans never make it to your
doorways. They drop out of school -- and the American mainstream
—-- long before it's time to take the SAT's. And in the long

tradition of federal support for state colleges, more and more

educators are saying that one of the best ways the federal
government can ensure the continued excellence of higher
education, is to go back to basics -- and aid the effort to make

sure more of our kids make it to your colleges -- and to make

sure that when they come -- they come prépared. N\

Earlier this month, a survey of more than 5,000 professors
only served to confirm what each of you already knows -- that

many of today's freshman are simply not prepared in the basics,
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forcing a lowering of standards in higher education, and forcing
you to spend too much time and money teaching students what they
should have learned in high school.
Last April, we sent Congress our Educational Egcellence Act,
a critical first step in the effort £o reverse the fortunes of
our struggling elementary and secondary schools. It calls for

merit schools, to single out excellence and reward it. Magnet

schools, an important instrument of choice. And alternative

certification, a way to expand the pool of talented teachers.

One of its most significant initiatives seeks to bolster an
effort that many of you have been in the forefront of -- the
effort to revitélize campus interest in the study of science and
technology. We've proposed a new, nationwide program of science
scholarships»for our best high school seniors. 570 national
science scholars will receive up to $10,000 a year for four
years, to be used at the college of their choice.

Many of those colleges are likely to be your colleges, énd
many of you have already-launched programs that will complement
this new effort. |

Another part of our proposal calls for emergensy urban
grants to help our hardest hit school districts become drug-free.
But as with the new science scholarships, the success of this
effort depends upon our colleges and universities doing their
part.

We can't give our students one message while they are in

elementary and high school and another when they start college.
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No school can afford to remain diffident when it comes to drugs.

Because in the war on drugs, there are no non-combatants. \\\
Land-grant colleges -- like all colleges -- and state

universities -- like all universities -- must take a stand. Your

students -- like all students -- must be told that society will

not tolerate the use of drugs. \\\

There is one, final part of our education package that has
special importance to me, and a special place with this group as
we approach the centennial of the second Morrill land-grant Act.

The 1890 law inspired the creation of 17 historically black
land-grant colleges in Southern and border states -- schools that
changed the lives of millions of young men and women by replacing
traditional roadblocks with avenues of opportunity.

But not all the roadblocks are gone. Endowments at these
vital institutions lag far behind many other schools. And so
we've proposed expanded federal help in the form of matching
endowment grants for historically black colleges and
universities. Each of these proposals will make a difference,

improving your students, or your schools, or both. CG“dn?r/

This package went to the Hill i pril. It's time for the

e
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in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's assmy-
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None of these efforts will be a panacea fof every 111 that

Congress to act. Let's make this

confronts our educators. And they don't stand alone. Other

initiatives include this year's $250 million increase for Head
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Start, the new tax-free college savings bond program to help our
low- and middle-income families send their children to your

colleges, and continued progress towards our goal of doubling the

budget of the National Science Foundation -- supporting thousands
of individual researchers at colleges and universities -- by
1993. \\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and caﬁ become. \\

At the dawn of the industrial revolution, the schools you
represent stepped forward and fueled the education and research
that rocketed America from a frontier nation to the frontiers of
space, the hands-~on winner of the industrial age.

Now we stand at the dawn of a new age, an age in which the
triumphant will be not those who master the potential of the
machine -- but rather -- those who master the potential of the
mind. \\

Thanks to your hard work, and those who came before you, we
are well-equipped to meet these challenges.

Thank you. God bless you. And God bless America.
# # #
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Thank you, Dr. Chase Peterson [[UNIV. OF UTAH PRESIDENT, AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE ASSOC.]j, for those kind words. And thank you,
all of you, for your warm welcome and for the important work you
do in educating our nation's youth -- the promise of America, and
the promise of the future.

I am very pleased and honored to have this opportunity to
come by in person to tell you just how important I believe your
work is. |

"I come during an auspicious week for Presidential speech-
making. On yesterday's date in 1863, the Republican-owned
Chicago Times ran an editorial, slamming the speaking skills of
their home-state President, Abraham Lincoln.

It read: "The cheek of every American must tingle with

shame as he reads the silly, flat and dishwatery utterances of

~ the man who had to be pointed out to intelligent foreigners as

the President of the United States." Of course, the speech they
were so worked up about was the Gettysburg Address. \\\\

It was Abraham Lincoln who, one year earlier, signed the .
Morrill Act into law, launching the great land-grant colleges,
and a uniquely American philosophy towards higher education.

America's state universities and land-grant colleges opened

the door of opportunity to millions of talented kids whose
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backgrounds might otherwise have precluded their advancement and
education. It marked the first time in American history -- in
world history -- that people of every background were given a
chance to prove their abilities through higher education.

Your institutions have continued to successfully evolve,
oftentimes more than any of your counterparts, because you have
always been there to address the needs of each sector, maturing
as universities as America has matured as a nation.

And the "pay-back" has been terrific. Today, America's
state universities and land-grant colleges furnish much of the
modern skills needed to operate the world's richest economy -- as
well as the traditional research that has boosted American
agriculture for more than one hundred years.

More than a century ago, Iowa State University became the
first agricultural college to "go to the farmers." And the
legacy of its innovative program is the modern Cooperative
Extension Service, one of the most practical and cost-efficient
federal programs ever devised.

Like America's bountiful harvests, America's system of
higher education is the envy of the world. Your institutions
gave birth to the world's first atom smasher, digital computer,
and America's first orbiting satellite. Your researchers’
developed many of today's "wonder drugs" and the first artificial
heart.

Your institutions are filled with powerful examples of what

is right about education in America. And many of those examples
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were cited by your Governors at the Charlottesville Summit
earlier this fall, as we worked together to address the changing
challenges in American education.
I noticed that William Fishback of the University of
Virginia had a talk here yesterday on -- and I quote -- "Coping

with an Educational Summit: How to Survive President Bush, 49

Governors, the News Media and Other Strangers on Campus." \\\

Now that's a 20-word title, and I know some of you plain-
speaking educators would want to edit it down. But with my luck,

the conderised version would be "How To Survive President Bush."

N%pi}wv Aﬁ&’if Mr. Fishback thought it was rough -- he should talk
UV A's to;giyélig president, your colleague Robert O'Neil. Robert's
; Virginia hospitality was so gracious that it was two days before
Barbara and I realized we had evicted him from his house. \\\
The Summit marked only the third time in our nation's
history that America's Governors were called together to address
one specific challenge. It was an important beginning -- but
only a beginning. In the weeks since, my Administration, and
your Governors, have been working hard to establish national
priorities on many issues -- choice and competitiveness, teaching
quality, accountability, flexibility, tougher standards, and

results-oriented systems.

This organization -- this very room -- holds a vast body of

expertise and experience in tackling these issues. For those of

you who are already working with your Governors, I thank you.
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And for those who have not yet had that opportunify, I invite
you, I urge you, to lend your voices to this critical dialogue.

Later today, I will be meeting with my newly created
President's Education Policy Advisory Committee. And I will loqk
forward to hearing from three of your members who are on the

committee -- Lamar Alexander, President of the University of
Tennesseé, Joe Nathan of the University of Minnesota, and Frank
Rhodes, whose Cornell University was recently ranked with Cal
Berkeley, U.C.L.A., Michigan, North Carolina, and Virginia as one
of the best in the nation -- examples all of the kind of world-
class reputations your member schools have attained.

America's colleges and universities are the best in the
world. But many doubt wﬁether the same can still be said of our
elementary and high schools.

Today, miliions of young Americans never make it to yéur
doorways. They drop outvof school -- and the American mainstream
-- long before it's time to take the SAT's. And in the long
tradition of federal support for state colleges, more and more
educators are saying that one of the best ways the federal
governmént can ensure the continued excellence of higher
_ education, is to go back to basics -- and aid the effort to make

sure more of our kids make it to vour colleges == and to make

sure that when they come -- they come prepared. \\\\
Earlier this month, a survey of more than 5,000 professors
only served to confirm what each of you already knows -- that

many of today's freshman are simply not prepared in the basics,
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forcing a lowering of standards in higher education, and forcing
you to spend too much time and money teaching students what they
should have learned in high school.

Last April, we sent Congress our Educational Excellence Act,

a critical first step in the effort to reverse the fortunes of /¢4ﬂ&y
our struggling elementary and secondary schools. It calls for g7
merit schools, to single out excellence and reward it. é%ﬁa net

schools, an important instrument of choice. And alternative
certification, a way to expand the pool of talented teachers.

One of its most significant initiatives seeks to bolster an
effort that many of you have been in the forefront of -- the
effort to revitalize campus interest in the study of science and
technology. We've proposed a new, nationwide program of science
scholarships for our besé high school seniors. 570 national
science scholars ;gggu%;ceive up to $10,000 a year for four
years, to be used at the college of their choice.

Many of those colleges are likely to be your colleges, and

many of you have already launched programs that will complement

/
/

this new effort. /
&
Another part of our proposal calls for emergency urban
grants to help our hardest hit school districts become drug-free.
But as with the new science scholarships, the success of this
effort depends upon our colleges and universities doing their
part.

We can't give our students one message while they are in

elementary and high school and another when they start college.
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No school can afford to remain diffident when it comes to drugs.
Because in the war on drugs, there are no non-combatants. \\\

Land-grant colleges -- like all colleges -- and state
universities -- like all universities -- must take a stand. Your
students -- like all students -- must be told that society will
not tolerate the use of drugs. \\\

There is one, final part of our education package that has
special importance to me, and a special place with this group as
we approach the centennial of the second Morrill land-grant Act.

The 1890 law inspired the creation of 17 historically black
land-grant colleges in Southern and border states -- schools that
changed the lives of millions of young men and women by replacing
traditional roadblocks with avenues of opportunity.

But not all the roadblocks are gone. Endowments at these
vital institutions lag far behind many other schools. And so
we've proposed expanded federal help in the form of matching
endowment grants for historically black colleges and
universities. Each of these proposals will make a difference,
improving your students, or your schools, or both.

This package went to the Hill in April. 1It's time for the
Congress to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress
in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let'slly” ‘/”?7

oo .

= \\\\

None of these efforts will be a panacea for every ill tha
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confronts our educatqgrs. And they don't stand alone. Other
Uuo.,uj m(/r !500 theo
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Q%aﬁé; the new tax-free cqllege savings bond program to help ouf
‘low- and middle-income families send their children to your
colleges, and continued progressvtowards our goal of doubling the
budgef of the National Science Foundation -- Supporting thousands
of individual researchers at colleges and universities -- by
1993. -\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. \\

At the dawn‘of the industrial revolution, the schools you
represent stepped forward and fueled the education and research
that rocketed America from a frontier nation to the frontiers of
space, the hands-on winner of the industrial age.

Now we stand at the dawn of a new age, an age in which éhe
triumphant will be not those who master the potential of the
machine -- but rather -- those who master the potential of the

mind. \\

Thanks to your hard work, and those who came before you, we
are well-equipped to meet these challenges.
Thank you. God bless you. And God bless America.
# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ASSOC. OF ST. UNIV. & LAND GRANT COLLEGES
J.W. MARRIOTT HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1989, 11:15 A.M.

Thank you, Dr. Chase Peterson [ [UNIV. OF UTAH PRESIDENT, AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE'ASSOC.]], for those kind words. And thank you,
~all of you, for your warm welcome and for the important work you
do in educating our nation's youth -- the promiée of America, and
the promise of the future.

I am very'pleased and honored to have this opportunity to
come by in person to tell you juét how important I believe your
work is.

I come during an'auspicious week for Presidential speech-
making. On yesterday's date in 1863, the Republican-owned
Chicago Times ran an editorial, slamming~the speaking skills of
their home-state President, Abraham Lincoln.

It read: "The cheek of every American must tingle with
shame as he reads the silly, flat and dishwatery utterances of
the man who had to be pointed out to intelligent foreigners as
the President of the United States." Of course, the speech fhey
were so worked up about was the Gettysburg Address.' ANRAY |

It was Abraham Lincoln who, one year earlier, signed the .
Morrill Act into law, launching the great land-grant colleges,
and a uniquely American philosophy towards higher education.

America's state universitie; and land-grant colleges opened

the door of opportunity to millions of talented kids whose
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backgrounds might btherwise have precluded their advancement and
education. It marked the first time in American history -- in
world history -- that peéple of every background were given a
chance to prove their abilities through higher education.

Your institutions have continued to successfully evolve,
oftentimes more than any‘of your counterparts, because you have
always been there to addfess the needs of each sector, maturing
as universities as America has matured as a nation. |

" And the "pay-back" has been terrific. Today, America's
state universities and 1and-grant colleges furnish much of the
modern skills needed to operate the-world's richest economy -- as
well as the traditional research that has boosted American
agriculture for more than one hundred years.
| 'More than a century ago, Iowa State University became the
first agricultural college to "go to the farmers." And the
legacy of its innovative program is the modern Cooperative
'Extension Servicé, one of the most practical and cost-efficient
federal pfograms ever dgvised.

Like Ameriéé's bountiful harvests, America's sysﬁem.of
higher education is the envy of the world. Your institutions
- gave birth to the world's first atom smasher, digital computer,
and,America's first orbiting satellite. Your researchers
developed many of today's "wonder drugs" and the first artificial
~heart.
~Your institutions are filled with powerful exampleé of what

is rightlabout.education in America. And many of those examples
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were cited by your Governors at the Charlottesville Summit
earlier this fall, as we worked together to address the changing
challenges in American education.
I noticed that William Fishback of the University of
Virginia had a talk here yesterday on -- and I quote -- "Coping

with an Educational Summit: How to Survive President Bush, 49

Governors, the News Media and Other Strangers on Campus." \\\

Now that's a 20-word title, and I know some of you plain-
speaking educators would want to edit it down. But with my luck,

the condensed version would be "How To Survive President Bush."

And if Mr. Fishback thought it was rough -- he should talk
to U.Va.'s president, your colleague Robert O'Neil. Robert's
Virginia hospitality was so gracious that it was two days before
Barbara and I realized we had evicted him from his house. \\\

The Summit marked only the third time in our nation's
history that America's Governors were called together to address
one specific challenge. It was an important beginning -- but _
only a'beginning. In the weeks since, my Administration, and
your Governors, have been working hard to establish national
priorities on many issues -- choice and competitiveness, teaching
quality, accountability, flexibility, tougher standards, and
results-oriented systems.

This organization -- this very room -- holds a vast body of
expertise and experience in tackling these issues. For those of

you who are already working with your Governors, I thank you.
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And for those who have not yet had that opportunity, I invite

you, I urge you, to lend your voices to this critical dialogue.

Later today, I will be meeting with my newly created

President's Education Policy Advisory Committee. And I will look

- forward to hearing from three of your members who are on the

committee -- Lamar Alexander, President of the University of
Ténnessee,'Joe Nathan of the University of Minnesota, and Frank
Rhodes, Whése Cornell University was recently ranked with cal
Berkeley, U.C.L.A., Michigan, North Carolina, and Virginia as one

of the best in the nation -- examples all of the kind of world-

-class reputations your member schools have attained.

_America's colleges and universities are the best in the
world. But many doubt whether the same can still be said of our
elementary and high schools. |

Today, milliéns of young Americans never make it to your
doorways. They drop out of school -- and the American méinstream
-- long before it's time to take the SAT's. And in the long
tradition of federal support. for state colleges, more and more
educatbrs are saying that one of the best ways the federal
government can ensure the continued excellence of higher

education,'is to go back to basics =-- and aid the effort to.make

sure more of our kids make it to your colleges -- and to make
sure that when they come -Q-they come prepared. \\\\
Earlier this month, a survey of more than 5,000 professors

only served to confirm what each of you already knows -- that

. many of. today's freshman are simply not prepared in the basics,
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forcing a lowering of standards in higher education, and forcing
you to spend too much time and money teaching students whét they
should have learned in high school.

Last April, we sent Congress 6ur Eduéational Excellence Act,
a critical first step in the effort to reverse the fortunes of
. our struggling elementary and secondary schools. It calls for
merit schools, to single out excellenée‘and reward it. Magnet
schools, an important instrument of choice. And alternative
certification, a way to expand the pool of talented teachers.

One of its most significant initiatives seeks to bélster an
effort that many of you have been in the foreffont of -- the
effort to revitalize campus interest in the study of sciehce and
technology. We've proposed a new, nationwide program of science
scholarships for our best high school seniors. 570 national
science scholars will receive up to $10,000 a year for four
years, to be used at the college of their choice.

Many of those colleges are likelylto be your colleges, and
many of you havé already launched programs that will complemént
this new effort. .

Another part of our proposal calls for emergency urban
grants to help our hardest hit school districts become drug-free.
But as with the new science scholarships, the success of this
effort depends upon our colleges and universities aoing their
part. |

We can't give our students one ﬁessage while they are in

elementary and high school and another when they start college.
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No school can afford to remain diffident when-it comes to drugs.
Because in the war on drugs, there are no nom-combatamts. \\\

Land-grant colleges -- like all colleges -- and state
universities -- like all universities -- must take a stand. Your
students -- like ail students =-- must be told‘that society will
not tolerate the use of drugs. \\\

There is one, final part of our education package that has
sbecial importance to me, and a special place with this group as
we approach the centennial of the second Morrill land-grant Act. -

The 1890 law inspired the creation of 17 historically black
land-grant colleges in Southern and border states -- schools that
changed the>live§ of millions of young men and women by replacing
traditional roadblocks with avenues of opportunity.

ﬁut not all the roadblocks are gone. Endowments at these
vital institutions lag far behind many other schools. And so
we've proposed expanded federal help in the form of matching
endowment grants for hiétorically black cblleges and
universities. Each of these pfoposals-will méke a difference,

- improving your students, or your schoolé, or both.

This package‘ﬁent fo the Hill in April. It's time for thé
Congress to act.  Let's make this a year of change and'progress
in education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass
this bill now. \\\\ |
A None of these efforts will be a panacéa for;every ill that
confronts our éducatoré.‘ An& théy don't stand alone. Other

initiatives inclﬁde this year's $250 million increase for Head
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Start, the new tax-free college savings bond program to help our
low- and middle-income families send their children to your
colleges, and continued progress towards our goal of doubling the
- budget of the National Science Foundation -- supporting thousands
of individual researchers at colleges and universities -- by
1993. \\

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
we are and can become. \\

At the dawn of the industrial revolution, the schools you
represent stepped forwarq and fueled the education and research
that rocketed America from‘a frontier nation to the frontiers of
space, the hands-on winner of the industrial age.

Now we stand at the dawn of a new age, an age in which the
triumphant will be not thogé who master the potential of the
machine -- but rather -- those who master the potential of the
mind. \\

Thanks to your hard work, and those who came before you, we
are well-equipped to meet these challenges.

Thank you. God bless you. And God bless America.

# # #
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Thank you,* ° , for those kind words. And thank

you, all of you, for your warm welcome and for the important work
you do in educating our nation's youth -- the promise of America,
and the promise of the future.

I am pleased that you habg already had a chance to hear from
Secretary of Agriculture Claytoh\YeuFter7“Dr. Allan Bromley, my
science advisor, Bonnie Newman;”&%é helps run the White House for
me, and others on our feéﬁ who are\§gfking so hard to see that
America's educational system remains ésiénd to none.

And although they've addressed some\of our proposals in
detail, I am very pleased and honored to have this opportunity to
come by in person to tell you just how important I believe your
work is.

I come during an auspicious week for Presidential speech-
making. On yesterday's date in 1863, the Republican-owned
Chicago Times ran an editorial, slamming the speaking skills of
their home-state President, Abraham Lincoln.

It read: "The cheek of every American must tingle with
shame as he reads the silly, flat and dishwatery utterances of
the man who had to be pointed out to intelligent foreigners as

the President of the United States." Of course, the speech they

were so worked up about was the Gettysburg Address. \\\\
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It was Abraham Lincoln who, one year earlier, signed the
Morrill Act into law, launching the great land-grant colleges,
and a uniquely American philosophy towards higher education.

America's state universities and land-grant colleges opened
the door of opportunity to millions of talented kids whose
backgrounds might otherwise have precluded their advancement and
education. It marked the first time in American history -- in
world history -- that people of every background were given a
chance to prove their abilities through higher education.

Your institutions have continued to successfully evolve,
oftentimes more than any of your counterparts, because you have
always been there to address the needs of each sector, maturing
as universities as America has matured as a nation.

And the "pay-back" has been terrific. Today, America's
state universities and land-grant colleges furnish much of the
modern skills needed to operate the world's richest economy -- as
well as the traditional research that has boosted American
agriculture for more than one hundred years.

—

And unlike some-of- those"Eastern y-League schools-==. you (//

know the ones I'm_talking about -- the state and land-grant

A

colleges have never been -accused- of 1living in ivory towers, cut
off from real=1ife America. More than a century ago, Iowa State
University became the first agricultural college to "go to the
farmers." And the legacy of its innovative program is the modern
Cooperative Extension Service, one of the most practical and

cost-efficient federal programs ever devised.




ike America's bountiful harvests,/ America's system of
higher education is the envy of the worldnlﬂﬁbur institutions are
filled with powerful examples of what is right about education in
America. And many of those examples were cited by your Governors
at the Charlottesville Summit earlier this fall, as we worked
together to address the changing challenges in American
education.

I noticed that William Fishback of the University of
Virginia had a talk here yesterday on -- and I quote -- "Coping

with an Educational Summit: How to Survive President Bush, 49

Governors, the News Media and Other Strangers on Campus." \\\

Now that's a 20-word title, and I know some of you plain-
speaking educators would want to edit it down. But with my luck,

the condensed version would be "How To Survive President Bush."

And if P;of‘gg;r Fishback thought it was rough -- he should
talk to U.Va.'s president, your colleague Robert O'Neil.
Robert's Virginia hospitality was so gracious that it was two
days before Barbara and I realized we had evicted him from his
house. \\\

The Summit marked only the third time in our nation's
history that America's Governors were called together to address
one specific challenge. It was an important beginning -- but
only a beginning. In the weeks since, my Administration, and
your Governors, have been working hard to establish national

priorities on many issues -- choice and competitiveness, teaching
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quality, accountability, flexibility, tougher standards, and
results-oriented systems.

This organization -- this very room -- holds a vast body of

expertise and experience in tackling these issues. For those of

you who are already working with your Governors, I thank you.

And for those who have not yet had that opportunity, I invite

you, I urge you, to lend your voices to this critical dialogue.
Later today, I will be meeting with my newly created

PoliC
President's Education,Advisory Committee. And I will look

forward to hearing f;:m three of your members who are on the
committee -- Lamar Alexander, President of the University of
Tennessee, Joe Nathan of the University of Minnesota, and Frank
Rhodes, whose Cornell University was recently ranked with Cal
Berkeley, U.C.L.A., Michigan, North Carolina, and Virginia as one
of the best in the nation -- examples all of the kind of world-
class reputations your member schools have attained.

America's colleges and universities are the best in the
world. But many doubt whether the same can still be said of our
elementary and high schools.

Today, millions of young Americans never make it to your
doorways. They drop out of school -- and the American mainstream
-- long before it's time to take the SAT's. And in the long
tradition of federal support for state colleges, more and more
educators are saying that one of the best ways the federal
government can ensure the continued excellence of higher

education, is to go back to basics -- and aid the effort to make
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sure more of our kids make it to your colleges -- and to make

sure that when they come -- they come prepared. \\\\

Earlier this month, a survey of more than 5,000 professors
only served to confirm what each of you already knows -- that
many of today's freshman are simply not prepared in the basics,
forcing a lowering of standards in higher education, and forcing L
you to éﬁ;:géztoo much time and money teaching students what they
should have learned in high school.

Last April, we sent Congress our Educational Excellence Act,
a critical first step in the effort to reverse the fortunes of
our fX?iling elementary and secondary schools. It calls for
merit schools, to single out excellence and reward it. Magnet
schools, an important instrument of choice. And alternative
certification, a way to expand the pool of talented teachers.

One of its most significant initiatives seeks to bolster an
effort that many of you have been in the forefront of -- the

effort to revitalize campus interest in the study of science and

technology. We've proposed a new, nationwide program of science

scholarships for our best high school seniors. 570 national
science scholars will receive up to $10,000 a year for four
years, to be used at the college of their choice.

Many of those colleges are likely to be your colleges, and
many of you have already launched programs that will complement
this new effort.

My own alma mater =-= yes, one.of-those-Eastern,-Ivy-Ieaque

places -- benefitted greatly from the Morrill Act when some

.
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e
tates opted to earmark land-grant responsibi:i;iijﬂﬁgﬁpriﬁgge

universities.—And_last year Yale unveiled}g, an to bolster
. -

e —— . i
science programs by requiring%alknsreéﬁian to take two natural-
—— a e

science courses. The ggak“ié‘not onlwaENE more students into
1 -
"‘"‘oﬁu. . . *
eventually bggpming sclence majors, but also to increa

scienge/fiferacy of all students.
\\\/

Another part of our proposal calls for emergency urban
| grants to help our hardest hit school districts become drug-free.
But as with the new science scholarships, the success of this
effort depends upon our colleges and universities doing their

part.

We can't give our students one message while they are in

e

ey e A

elementary and high school and another when they start college.
\ Too many colleges and universities have remained diffident when

|

it comes to drugs.

L

combatants. \\\
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Land-grant colleges =-- like all colfeges -- and state |
universities -- like all universities -- must take a stand.‘lAt

the University of North CarolinéZl

"‘ﬁéngiﬁg\clg;i&x;#_ﬂnrug—abuSE_wi11 not be tolerated by the—
Uni § .
will be punished."

There is one, final part of our education package that has
special importance to me, and a special place with this group as
we approach the centennial of the second Morrill land-grant Act.

The 1890 law inspired the creation of 17 historically black
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land-grant colleges in Southern and border states =-- schools that
changed the lives of millions of young men and women by replacing
traditional roadblocks with avenues of opportunity.

But not all the roadblocks are gone. Endowments at these
vital institutions lag far behind many other schools. And so
we've proposed expanded federal help in the form of matching
endowment grants for historically black colleges and
universities.

Each of these proposals will make a difference, improving
your students, or your schools, or both. | And I am proud to say

that just last week =-- miraculously and essentially intact -- our
Educational Excellence Act was passed by the United States
Senatea \\\

This package went to the Hill in April. 1It's time for the

House to act. Let's make this a year of change and progress in

education. Let's strike a blow for excellence. Let's pass this

bill now. \\\\

None of these efforts will be a panacea for every ill that
confronts our educators. And they don't stand alone. Other
initiatives include this year's $250 million increase for Head
Start, the new tax-free college savings bond program to help our
low- and middle-income families send their children to your
colleges, and continued progress towards our goal of doubling the
budget of the National Science Foundation =-- supporting thousands
of individual researchers at colleges and universities -- by

1993.
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At the dawn of the industrial revolution, the schools you

represent stepped forward and fueled the education and research

/ that rocketed America from a frontier nation to the frontiers of

/ space, the hands-on winner of the industrial age.
/ )i} Now we stand at the dawn of a new age, an age in which the
! triumphant will be not those who master the potential of the

machine -- but rather -- those who master the potential of the

mind. \\ﬁp&hanks to your hard work, and those who came before

u, we are well-equipped to meet these challenges.

Education is our most enduring legacy, vital to everything
'ﬁe are and éan become. \\ I-come here to encourage your —

) participation in the political debate on education, to salute the

extraordinary achievements—of the institutions you represent, and—
|

‘ jto wish yQuﬂGndspeeé—in—meet‘h’ig—the*cppurtnnj':t:i:es—aheadv—._~
f \

BN God bless you, and God bless America.

S



