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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release . : October 24, 1989

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
DURING PRESENTATION OF
EXCELLENCE IN SCIENCE AND MATH TEACHING AWARDS

The Rose Garden

10:02 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome to the White House on this
glorious fall day. I'm sorry if I'm just a little bit late. I was
sitting in there trying to solve a few quadratic equations.
(Laughter.) Somewhat more difficult than balancing the budget, I
might say. And then I thought it might be appropriate to have a
moment of silence in memory of those substitute teachers back home.
(Laughter.)

It really is a pleasure to have you all here. And to
Erich Bloch, the Director of the National Science Foundation and to
my colleague -- confidant, Dr. Bromley, our Science Advisor, and to
the outstanding teachers we honor today. You've taken one of the
nation's most vital, and yet too often unappreciated tasks. And
because you've committed yourselves to excellence on the front lines
of American education, you really do represent our best hope for the
future. .

So many Americans remember a special teacher who made a
quiet but crucial difference in their lives. And it might have been
the teacher who brought math to life or explaining ratios by using
the gears of a bicycle. Or maybe it's a teacher who revealed the
powerful drama in the life of a single cell or who sparked
speculation about the expansion of the universe.

. Of course, those of us who haven't been to school in a
while get our scientific understanding from those Gary Larson
cartoons. (Laughter.) Like the one where, after detailed
calculations, Einstein discovers that time is actually money.
(Laughter.)

Now, you've seen all the surveys about American students'
poor performance in scientific knowledge, compared to their peers
around the world. We've all seen them. We agonize over them. And
it is a serious problem. But you are not just complaining about it.
You're doing something about it. And you're showing that excellence
is not just possible in American education; it ought to be the norm.

And you and the outstanding teachers across the country
that you represent are creating centers of excellence in classrooms
of every kind; setting standards for the rest of the country to
follow and creating exceptional students. . '

This year a high school student from Denver named Steven
Gubser won the 20th International Physics Olympiad in Warsaw. When
the United States began competing in the tournament in 1986, some
thought that our students wouldn't really have a chance against
students from Europe and the Far East. But our teams have
consistently distinguished themselves, capped by this gold medal
performance. This is the standard of eéxcellence that America's
students and teachers should aspire to. And that more can attain.
Our problem is not that we don't have American students excelling at
science and math. We just don't see enough of them.

MORE
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. Of course, there were a few outstanding students in ny
time. I had a friend who was so smart once that he knew how to
convert meters to gallons -- (laughter) =-- in his head.

The work of outstanding teachers like yourselves has a
profound impact. Not just on the students you teach, but on the
nation as a whole. And the link between science and technology and
our standard of living is stronger today than ever before. At a time
when our international position in certain key industries is being
challenged, we face impending shortages of qualified scientists and
engineers. So your work is helping to meet a crucial need -- a
national need. :

Not every student will -be a physics olympian or make a
career as a scientist. But growing numbers will have jobs based on
new technologies. Farm workers producing genetically-engineered
crops; auto workers involved with robotics; cybernetic systems;
electronic controls. Service people maintaining computers and
telecommunication systems. _

It'1ll be new skills and the ability to learn them quickly
and adapt that will be crucial to their future. And America's
future.

. . When I met with the nation's governors in Charlottesville
last. month at that educational summit, they told me, as the business
community continues to tell me, that a clear consensus is emerging on
the crucial need to improve math and science education in this
country. And that's why we're establishing a National Science
Scholars Program for top math and science students across the
country. And for students of all abilities we're working to set
national goals for math and science education.

We're going to be looking to you for advice and guidance
on those goals, and the steps we can take together to attain them. I
want to encourage you to work with this administration, and certainly
with the governors in the 50 states to refine our approach to math
and science education. All of you as teachers know the larger role
that education plays in a free society.

Every student in America, even those who don't choose
technical careers, will need enough scientific and mathematical
understanding to make decisions about the technologies of the 21st
century. You understand the importance of a literate and informed
citizenry. And you're acting on that understanding. And for the
sake of every student you teach every day.

You know, a few minutes ago I said that all of us -- just
about all of us -~ can think of special teachers -- teachers that
touched our lives forever. But it's also true that the greatest
minds in science and mathematics were inspired and directed by
teachers of their own.

And that's worth remembering. What you're doing today
has the potential to unleash the genius of an entire new generation.
And for all that you've done and all that you will continue to do, we
three here -- and I expect I speak for the two distinguished
scientists that join us == but I know I speak for Dan Quayle, our
able Vice President, and Barbara, who is so committed to helping you
‘all, éspecially in the field of litevacy. For all you've done, we
want to just thank you and ¢congratulate you and urge you to keep it
up. And may God bless this vital work that you do. Thank you so
much for coming to the White House. (Applause.)

END 10:10 A.M. EDT
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OCTOBER 20, 1989

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : _CHRISS WINSTON cp)
FROM: MARK LANGE ML

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN SCIENCE AND
' : MATH TEACHING

Attached are brief remarks for a Rose Garden ceremony honoring
112 outstanding science and math teachers. The event takes place
on Tuesday, October 24, at 10:00 a.m.

The audience will total about 300 people. Your remarks, which
are about 8 minutes long, emphasize the importance of strong
teaching in math and science.

You also encourage these teachers to offer guidance to the
governors and this Administration as we craft national goals for
math and science education.



(Lange/Martin)
October 20, 1989
5:30 p.m.
[SCIMAT.DOC]
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE & MATH TEACHING AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1989
10:00 A.M.

[[ Welcome to the White House! Sorry if I'm a little late.
I was-just in the oval Office, trying to solve a few quadratic
equations... [PAUSE] Even tougher than balancing the budget...

Before we get started, I thought we ought to have a moment
of silence: in memory of those brave substitute teachers back
home. 1]]

It's a great honor to have you here today. You've taken on
one of the nation's most vital, yet too often unappreciated
tésks. Because you've committed yourselves to excellence on the
front lines of Americ;n education, you represent our best hope
for the future.

So many Ameficans remember a special teacher who made a
crucial difference in their lives. It might have been the
teacher who brought math to life -- explaining ratios by using
the gears of a bicycle. Maybe it was a teacher who revealed the
powerful drama behind the life of a single cell -- or who sparked
speculation about the expansion of the universe.

[[ Of course, those of us who haven't been to school in a
while get our scientific understanding from those Gary Larson

cartoons. Like the one where, after detailed calculations,

Einstein discovers that Time is actually Money. ]]
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You've all seen the surveys about American students' poor
1standing on standardized math and science tests, compared to
their peers around the world. It's a serious problem. But
you're not just complaining about it -- you're doihg something
about it. |

You're showing thét excellence is not just possible’ in
American education -- it can and should be the norm. You and all
the outstanding teachers across the country that you represent
are creating centers of excellence in classrooms of every kind --
setting standards for the rest of the country to follow -- and
developing exceptional students.

This year I had the priviledge of meeting a high school
student from Denver named Steven Gubser. Steven won the 20th
International Physics Olympiad in Warsaw. When the United States:
Segan.competing in the tournament in 1986, some thought that our
students wouldn't have a chance against studénts from Europe and
the Far East. But our teams have consistently distinguished
themselves -- capped by this.gold medal performance.

This is the standard of excellence that America's students
and teachers should-aspire to -- and that more can attain.

Our problem is not that we don't have American students
excelling at science and math. We do. We just don't have enough
of them.

But there's another reason why the work of outstanding
.teachers like yourselves has a profound impact -- not just on the

students you teach, but on the nation as a whole. The link
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between science and technology, and our standard of living, is
stronger today than ever before.

At a time when our international position in ceftain key
industries is being challenged, we face impending shortages of
qualified scientists and engineers.

And even though every student cannot be a Physics Olympian,
or make a career as a scientist, groﬁing numbers will have jobs
“based on new technologies. Farm workers, producing genetically
eﬁgineered crops. Auto workers, involved with robotics,
éybernetic systems, and electronié controls. Service people,
maintaining computers and telecommunications systems.

It will be new skills, and the ability to learn them quickly
and adaﬁt, that will be crucial to their future -- and America's
future. So your work is helping us meet a crucial need -- a
national need.

When I met with the nation's governors in Charlottesville
last month, they told me -- as the business community continues
to tell me -- that a clear concensus is emerging on the crucial
needlto improve math and science education in this country.

That's why we're proposingva National Sciehce Scholars
Program for top math and science students across the country.
And for students of all abilities, we're working to develop
national education goalé.

We will be looking to you for advice and guidance on those
goals -- and the steps we can take, together, to attain them. I

want to encourage you to work with this Administration -- and
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with the Nation's governors -- to refine our approach to math and
sciehée education.

All of you, as teachers, know the larger role that education
plays in a free society. Every student in America will need
enough scientific and mathematical understanding to make
decisions about the teChnologies of the 21st century.

You understand the importance of a literate and informed
citizenry, and you're acting on that understanding. For the sake

of every student you teach. Every day.

| You kﬁow, a few minutes ago, I said that just about all of

us can remember a special teacher -- a teacher that touched each
of our lives forever. But it's also true of the greatest minds

in science and mathematics. They toovwere inspired and directed
by stimulating and motivating teachers of their own.

That's worth remembering. What you're doing today has the
potential to unleash the genius of a new generation.

For all that you've done -- and will continue to do -- I
thank you, and congratulate you.

God bless you. And God bless the work you do.
# ##
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to my office. Thank you.
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James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



(Lange/Martin)
October 19, 1989

1983 0CT IS PH & &4 [SCTH. Bae
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE & MATH TEACHING AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1989
10:00 A.M.

[[ Welcome to the White House! Sorry if I'm a little late.
I was just in the Oval Office, trying to solve a few quadratic
equations... [PAUSE] Even tougher than balancing the budget...

Before we get started, I thought we ought to have a moment
of silence: in memory of those brave substitute teachers back
home. ]]

It’s a great honor to have you here today. You’ve taken on
one of the nation’s most vital, yet too often unappreciated
tasks. Because you’ve committed yourselves to excellence on the
front lines of American education, you represent our best hope
for the future.

So many Americans remember a special teacher who made a
-gutet=bwt crucial difference in their lives. It might have been
the teacher who brought math to life -- explaining ratios by
using the gears of a bicycle. %iybe it was a teacher who
revealed the powerful drama éabkhe life of a single cell -- or
who sparked speculation about the expansion of the universe.

[[ Of course, those of us who haven’t been to school in a
while get our scientific understanding from those Gary Larson

cartoons. Like the one where, after detailed calculations,

Einstein discovers that Time is actually Money. 1]
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You’ve all seen the surveys about American students’ poor

Stoudwg o steuddoreli z el math omdbseoievce tests,
performance 4n-scientific knowledge, compared to their peers

around the world. 1It’s a serious problem. But you’re not just

complaining about it -- you’re doing something about it.

You’'re showing that excellence is not just possible in
oM ot shodd all

American education -- it e the norm. You andAthe
outstanding teachers across the countrY?you represent are

creating centers of excellence in classrooms of every kind --

setting standards for the rest of the country to follow -- and
elopin
eqree\{atiggﬁexceptional students.

T rrwet haol +he privi\eadge oF rmeetiny
This year,K a high school student from Denver named Steven
Sreve-

Gubser,won the 20th International Physics Olympiad in Warsaw.
When the United States began competing in the tournament in 1986,
some thought that our students wouldn’t have a chance against
students from Europe and the Far East. But our teams have
consistently distinguished themselves -- capped by this gold
medal performance.

This is the standard of excellence that America’s students
and teachers should aspire to -- and that more can attain.

Our problem is not that we don’t have American students

we clo have.
excelling at science and math; we just don’t see enough of

-

them.

[[ Of course, there wer w outstanding students in my

time. I had a friend once who )was so smart, he knew how to

convert meters to gallons... / [PAUSE] In his head. ]]



;The work of outstanding teachers like yourselves has a
profound impact -- not just on the students you teach, but on the
nation as a whole. The link between science and technology, and
our standard of living, is stronger today than ever before.

At a time when our international position in certain key
industries is being challenged, we face impending shortages of

qualified scientists and engine?ffsz§5~§53;—;grk is hel%EiE:E€:>

meet a crucial need -- a national need.

CBJ“Ja¢”°“‘;E§£ every student will be a ics Olympian, or make a

C ormaned
career as a scientist} Bat growing numbers will have jobs based

on new technologies. Farm workers, producing genetically
engineered crops. Auto workers, involved with robotics,
cybernetic systems, and electronic controls. Service people,
maintaining computers and telecommunications systems.

It will be new skills, and the ability to learn them quickly
and adapt, that will be crucial to their future --dggg_America’s

future. <ff:—‘”’—_——'—“-~

When I met with the nation’s governors in Charlottesville

last month, they told me -- as the business community continues
to tell me -- that a clear concensus is emerging on the crucial
need to improve math and science education in this country.

Proeposin
That’s why we’re ishi a National Science Scholars

Program for top math and science students across the country.

) ) develop
And for students of all abilities, we’re working to set national

eduabion, goals, fermathand science education—
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We will be looking to you for advice and guidance on those
goals -- and the steps we can take, together, to attain them. I
want to encourage you to work with this Administration -- and
with the Nation’s governors -- to refine our approach to math and
science education.

All of you, as teachers, know the larger role that education
plays in a free society. BEwvery student in America —-—even those
‘gEg:gggﬁ;::hccscitééﬁﬁfﬁif’tareers—- will need enough scientific
and mathematical understanding to make decisions about the
technologies of the 21st century.

You understand the importance of a literate and informed
citizenry, and you’'re acting on that understanding. For the sake
of every student you teach. Every day.

You know, a few minutes ago, I said that just about all of

Mmemb e, a o-

us can think—of special teacherg -- teachegx'that touchquour
5

1i forever. But it’s also true that the greatest minds in
Theey foo Stimola fraq el

science and mathematics, were inspired and directed bxkteachers of’///
their own.
// r)—v»of'tua.‘/-'j
55?>yhat's worth remembering. What you’re doing today has
the potential to unleash the genius of a new generation.

For all that you’ve done -- and will continue to do -- I
thank you, and congratulate you.

God bless you. And God bless the work you do.

# # #



SCIENCE & MATH TEACHING AWARDS \ THE ROSE GARDEN
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[[ WeLcoME TOo THE WHITE House! SORRY IF I'M A
LITTLE LATE. I wAsS JusT IN THE OVAL OFFICE, TRYING TO
SOLVE A FEW QUADRATIC EQUATIONS... [PAUSE] Even
TOUGHER THAN BALANCING THE BUDGET... BEFORE WE GET
STARTED, I THOUGHT WE OUGHT TO HAVE A MOMENT OF
SILENCE: 1IN MEMORY OF THOSE BRAVE SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS

BACK HOME. 1]

ok i -

- 2 - o~ A
IT'S A GREAT HONOR TO HAVE YOU HERE TODAY. ErICH k,ﬁvl

\\\Lr‘u 2
BLocH, DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION; DR. A

J '{CL
Lo
BROMLEY; AND THE OUTSTANDING TEACHERS WE HONOR TODAY: _

YOU'VE TAKEN ON ONE OF THE NATION'S MOST VITAL, YET TO0O
OFTEN UNAPPRECIATED TASKS. BECAUSE You'VE COMMITTED
YOURSELVES TO EXCELLENCE ON THE FRONT LINES OF AMERICAN
EDUCATION, YOU REPRESENT OUR BEST HOPE FOR THE FUTURE.
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SO MANY AMERICANS REMEMBER A SPECIAL TEACHER WHO

MADE é—QUIETwBQTBCRUCIAL DIFFERENCE IN THEIR LIVES. IT
MIGHT HAVE BEEN THE TEACHER WHO BROUGHT MATH TO LIFE --
EXPLAINING RATIOS BY USING THE GEARS OF A BICYCLE.
MAYBE IT WAS A TEACHER WHO REVEALED THE POWERFUL DRAMA
IN THE LIFE OF A SINGLE CELL -- OR WHO SPARKED
SPECULATION ABOUT THE EXPANSION OF THE UNIVERSE.

s
& )
-4 -

L[ OF COURSE, THOSE OF US WHO HAVEN'T BEEN TO
SCHOOL IN A WHILE GET OUR SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING FROM
THOSE GARY LARSON CARTOONS. LIKE THE ONE WHERE, AFTER
DETAILED CALCULATIONS, EINSTEIN DISCOVERS THAT TIME IS
ACTUALLY MonNeY. 1]

You'VE ALL SEEN THE SURVEYS ABOUT AMERICAN

v ™ (_\\(\\(\C QN §+(L\(\ CL‘\(, { \ /Z’( Cl Ry (("\ \'\ |

STUDENTS' POOR PERFORMANCE IN SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE; (' (( "/ ¢

—}

COMPARED TO THEIR PEERS AROUND THE WORLD. -

Q (;:>‘T /
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IT'S A SERIOUS PROBLEM. BUT YOU'RE NOT JUST

T
COMPLAINING ABOUT IT -- YOU'RE DOING SOMETHING ABOU
IT.

BLE
YOU’'RE SHOWING THAT EXCELLENCE IS NOT JUST POSSI
CON N O 3% (Y S ORM YOU

IN AMERICAN EDUCATION -- IT -OUGHT TOBE THE NORM.
AND THE OUTSTANDING TEACHERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY YOU
REPRESENT ARE CREATING CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE IN
CLASSROOMS OF EVERY KIND -- SETTING STANDARDS FOR THE
REST OF THE COUNTRY TO FOLLOW -- AND CREATING

EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS.

\‘ % NeAd e ENOleA0e. o Y iail'\(}
THIS YEAR'A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT FROM DENVER NAMED

>\; VidA
STEVEN GUBSER'WON THE 20TH INTERNATIONAL PHYSICS
OLyMPIAD IN WARSAW. WHEN THE UNITED STATES BEGAN
COMPETING IN THE TOURNAMENT IN 1986, SOME THOUGHT THAT

OUR STUDENTS WOULDN’'T HAVE A CHANCE AGAINST STUDENTS
FROM EUROPE AND THE FAR EAST. BUT OUR TEAMS HAVE

CONSISTENTLY DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES -- CAPPED BY THIS
GOLD MEDAL PERFORMANCE.
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THIS IS THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE THAT AMERICA'S

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS SHOULD ASPIRE TO -- AND THAT MORE ”

CAN ATTAIN. l
OUR PROBLEM IS NOT THAT WE DON'T HAVE AMERICAN -

STUDENTS EXCELLING AT SCIENCE AND MATH 5- WE JUST DON'T
‘\;\‘("’ (‘ '3 :

SEE ENOUGH OF THEM.

\\\EF OF COURSE, THERE WERE A FEW OUTSTANDING STUDENTS
IN MY TIME. I HAD A FRIEND ONCE WHO WAS SO SMART, HE
KNEW HOW TO CONVERT METERS TO GALLONS... [PAUSE] IN
HIS HEAD. 11"
3k Haoe’'s ARTHReA NLOEDN (ony 4he Y0 M o
| ‘ THE WORK OF OUTSTANDING TEACHERS LIKE YOURSELVES
C(Q\I“}\L‘C\(‘\J\ (UL‘ Nl k\LC &G/( As )(f 5
HAS A PROFOUND IMPACT -- NOT JUST ON THE STUDENTS YOU
TEACH, BUT ON THE NATION AS A WHOLE. THE LINK BETWEEN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, AND OUR STANDARD OF LIVING, IS

STRONGER TODAY THAN EVER BEFORE.
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AT A TIME WHEN OUR INTERNATIONAL POSITION IN
CERTAIN KEY INDUSTRIES IS BEING CHALLENGED, WE FACE
IMPENDING SHORTAGES OF QUALIFIED SCIENTISTS AND
ENGINEERS. L§o«voun WORK IS HELPING US MEET A CRUCIAL
NEED —-—A NATIONAL NEED. |
'““ﬁQSEFE;é§¥ Q;LDENT ﬁé&t\at A PHYsics OLYMPIAN, OR
MAKE A CAREER AS A SCIENTIST. -BUT GROWING NUMBERS WILL
HAVE JOBS BASED ON NEW TECHNOLOGIES. FARM WORKERS,

PRODUCING GENETICALLY ENGINEERED CROPS.

—~ oy r -
-+ . R

- 10 -
AUTO WORKERS, INVOLVED WITH ROBOTICS, CYBERNETIC
SYSTEMS, AND ELECTRONIC CONTROLS. SERVICE PEOPLE,
MAINTAINING COMPUTERS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS.
IT WILL BE NEW SKILLS, AND THE ABILITY TO LEARN
THEM QUICKLY AND ADAPT, THAT WILL BE CRUCIAL TO THEIR
FUTURE -- AND AMERICA'S FUTURE.

<

).‘ ( t( { A \ k _1,,:(: "’”‘K ) 4\) / \ )) \( L K ) [7]’\) { \.{/ g\

T o J

Chul 2. Neead ~— . Nadtq Al N {
- \/4
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WHEN I MET WITH THE NATION'S GOVERNORS IN
- HE
CHARLOTTESVILLE LAST MONTH, THEY TOLD ME AS T

s A CLEAR
BUSINESS COMMUNITY CONTINUES TO TELL ME THAT

ROVE
CONSENSUS IS EMERGING ON THE CRUCIAL NEED TO IMP
MATH AND SCIENCE EDUCATION IN THIS COUNTRY.

THAT'S WHY WE'RE_ESTABLISWING A NATIONAL SCIENCE
SCHOLARS PROGRAM FOR TOP MATH AND SCIENCE STUDENTS

ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

T,v-

- 12 - .‘
() /
AND FOR STUDENTS OF ALL ABILITIES, WE'RE WORKING TO se?

NATIONAt égiLg\;ﬂﬂ—MnTﬂ’AND SCIENCE EDUCATION.

WE WILL BE LOOKING TO YOU FOR ADVICE AND GUIDANCE
ON THOSE GOALS -- AND THE STEPS WE CAN TAKE, TOGETHER,
TO ATTAIN THEM. I WANT TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO WORK WITH
THIS ADMINISTRATION -- AND WITH THE NATION'S

GOVERNORS -- TO REFINE OUR APPROACH TO MATH AND SCIENCE
EDUCATION.
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ALL OF YOU, AS TEACHERS, KNOW THE LARGER ROLE THAT
EDUCATION PLAYS IN A FREE SOCIETY. EVERY STUDENT IN
AMERICA*:jvE;;;(;ﬂsg%k(ﬁk ﬁgﬁ*‘{EﬁQGSE‘TECHNICAt\
GAREERS -- WILL NEED ENOUGH SCIENTIFIC AND MATHEMATICAL

UNDERSTANDING TO MAKE DECISIONS ABOUT THE TECHNOLOGIES
OF THE 21ST CENTURY.

- 14 -

YOU UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF A LITERATE AND
INFORMED CITIZENRY, AND YOU'RE ACTING ON THAT
UNDERSTANDING. FOR THE SAKE OF EVERY STUDENT YOU
TEACH. EVERY DAY.

You KNOW, A FEW MINUTES AGO, I SAID THAT JUST ABOUT
ALL OF US CAN THINK_OF SPECIAL TEACHERS --(TEACHER§\
THAT TOUCHED/bﬁﬁktiVES FOREVER. BuUT IT'S ALSO TRUﬁ s

THAT THE GREATEST MINDS IN SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS WERE
INSPIRED AND DIRECTED BY TEACHERS OF THEIR OWN.



P —

——
G s
o
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WHAT YOU'RE DOING

's WORTH REMEMBERING.
THE GENIUS OF A NEW

AND- THAT
ENTIAL TO UNLEASH

TODAY HAS THE POT

GENERATION.
ONTINUE TO DO

FOR ALL THAT yOU'VE DONE -~ AND WILL C

LATE YOU. e
S THE NORK YOU DO.

 GoD—BLESS YOU.= ._Atdm _BLESS
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SCIENCE & MATH TEACHING AWARDS \ THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1989 \ 10:00 A.M.

[[L WeLcoME To THE WHITE House! SORRY IF I'M A
LITTLE LATE. I wWAs JusT IN THE OvAL OFFICE, TRYING TO
SOLVE A FEW QUADRATIC EQUATIONS... [PAUSE] Even
TOUGHER.THAN BALANCING THE BUDGET... BEFORE WE GET
STARTED, I THOUGHT WE OUGHT TO HAVE A MOMENT OF
SILENCE: IN MEMORY OF THOSE BRAVE SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS

BACK HOME. 1]

Tt T
i |

-2 -

IT'S A GREAT HONOR TO HAVE YOU HERE TODAY. ERIC
BLOCH, DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOuNDATION; DR.
BROMLEY; AND THE OUTSTANDING TEACHERS WE HONOR TODAY:
YOU'VE TAKEN ON ONE OF THE NATION'S MOST VITAL, YET TOO
OFTEN UNAPPRECIATED TASKS. BECAUSE YOU'VE COMMITTED
YOURSELVES TO EXCELLENCE ON THE FRONT LINES OF AMERICAN
EDUCATION, YOU REPRESENT OUR BEST HOPE FOR THE FUTURE.



-
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SO MANY AMERICANS REMEMBER A SPECIAL TEACHER WHO
MADE A QUIET BUT CRUCIAL DIFFERENCE IN THEIR LIVES. IT
MIGHT HAVE BEEN THE TEACHER WHO BROUGHT MATH TO LIFE --
EXPLAINING RATIOS BY USING THE GEARS OF A BICYCLE.
MAYBE IT WAS A TEACHER WHO REVEALED THE POWERFUL DRAMA
IN THE LIFE OF A SINGLE CELL -- OR WHO SPARKED
SPECULATION ABOUT THE EXPANSION OF THE UNIVERSE.

-4 -

[[L OF COURSE, THOSE OF US WHO HAVEN'T BEEN TO
SCHOOL IN A WHILE GET OUR SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING FROM
THOSE GARY LARSON CARTOONS. LIKE THE ONE WHERE, AFTER
DETAILED CALCULATIONS, EINSTEIN DISCOVERS THAT TIME IS
ACTUALLY MoNeY. 1]

You’'VE ALL SEEN THE SURVEYS ABOUT AMERICAN
STUDENTS' POOR PERFORMANCE IN SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE,
COMPARED TO THEIR PEERS AROUND THE WORLD.



_§ -
IT'S A SERIOUS PROBLEM. BUT YOU'RE NOT JUST

| T
COMPLAINING ABOUT IT -- YOU'RE DOING SOMETHING ABOU
IT. |

SIBLE
YOU’'RE SHOWING THAT EXCELLENCE IS NOT JUST POS

IN AMERICAN EDUCATION -- IT OUGHT TO BE THE NORM. YOU
AND THE OUTSTANDING TEACHERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY YOU
REPRESENT ARE CREATING CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE IN
CLASSROOMS OF EVERY KIND -- SETTING STANDARDS FOR THE
REST OF THE COUNTRY TO FOLLOW -- AND CREATING
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS.

-6 -

THIS YEAR A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT FROM DENVER NAMED
STEVEN GUBSER WON THE 20TH INTERNATIONAL PHYSICS
OLyMPIAD IN WARSAW. WHEN THE UNITED STATES BEGAN
COMPETING IN THE TOURNAMENT IN 1986, SOME THOUGHT THAT

OUR STUDENTS WOULDN'T HAVE A CHANCE AGAINST STUDENTS
FROM EUROPE AND THE FAR EAST. BUT OUR TEAMS HAVE

CONSISTENTLY DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES -- CAPPED BY THIS
GOLD MEDAL PERFORMANCE.
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THIS IS THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE THAT AMERICA'S
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS SHOULD ASPIRE TO -- AND THAT MORE

CAN ATTAIN. _
OUR PROBLEM IS NOT THAT WE DON'T HAVE AMERICAN

WER

STUDENTS EXCELLING AT SCIENCE AND MATH -- WE JUST DON'T
SEE ENOUGH OF THEM.

[[ OF COURSE, THERE WERE A FEW OUTSTANDING STUDENTS
IN MY TIME. I HAD A FRIEND ONCE WHO WAS SO SMART, HE
KNEW HOW TO CONVERT METERS TO GALLONS... [PAUSE] 1IN
HIS HEAD. 1]

THE WORK OF OUTSTANDING TEACHERS LIKE YOURSELVES
HAS A PROFOUND IMPACT =-- NOT JUST ON THE STUDENTS YOU
TEACH, BUT ON THE NATION AS A WHOLE. THE LINK BETWEEN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, ANo’ouk STANDARD OF LIVING, IS

STRONGER TODAY THAN EVER BEFORE.
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AT A TIME WHEN OUR INTERNATIONAL POSITION IN
CERTAIN KEY INDUSTRIES IS BEING CHALLENGED, WE FACE
IMPENDING SHORTAGES OF QUALIFIED SCIENTISTS AND
ENGINEERS. SO YOUR WORK IS HELPING US MEET A CRUCIAL
NEED -- A NATIONAL NEED.

NoT EVERY STUDENT WILL BE A PHYsics OLYMPIAN, OR
MAKE A CAREER AS A SCIENTIST. BUT GROWING NUMBERS WILL
HAVE JOBS BASED ON NEW TECHNOLOGIES. FARM WORKERS,
PRODUCING GENETICALLY ENGINEERED CROPS.

oy |

- 10 -
AUTO WORKERS, INVOLVED WITH ROBOTICS, CYBERNETIC
SYSTEMS, AND ELECTRONIC CONTROLS. SERVICE PEOPLE,
MAINTAINING COMPUTERS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS.
IT WILL BE NEW SKILLS, AND THE ABILITY TO LEARN
THEM QUICKLY AND ADAPT, THAT WILL BE CRUCIAL TO THEIR
FUTURE -- AND AMERICA'S FUTURE.
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IN
WHEN I MET WITH THE NATION'S GOVERNORS

CHARLOTTESVIL
BUSINESS COMMUNI

CONSENSUS IS EMERGIN

MATH AND SCIENCE EDUCATION IN THIS COUNTRY.
ING A NATIONAL SCIENCE

SCIENCE STUDENTS

LE LAST MONTH, THEY TOLD ME -~ AS THE
TY CONTINUES TO TELL ME -~ THAT A CLEAR
G ON THE CRUCIAL NEED TO IMPROVE

THAT'S WHY WE'RE ESTABLISH
ScHOLARS PROGRAM FOR TOP MATH AND

ACROSS THE COUNTRY .

- 12 -

AND FOR STUDENTS OF ALL ABILITIES, WE'RE WORKING TO SET
NATIONAL GOALS FOR MATH AND SCIENCE EDUCATION.

WE WILL BE LOOKING TO YOU FOR ADVICE AND GUIDANCE
ON THOSE GOALS -- AND THE STEPS WE CANlTAKE, TOGETHER,
T0 ATTAIN THEM. I WANT TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO WORK WITH
THIS ADMINISTRATION -- AND WITH THE NATION'S

GOVERNORS -- TO REFINE OUR APPROACH TO MATH AND SCIENCE
EDUCATION.



e

- 15 -
WHAT YOU'RE DOING

S WORTH REMEMBERING.
A NEW

AND THAT'
ASH THE GENIUS OF

TODAY HAS THE POTENTIAL TO UNLE

GENERATION.
FOR ALL THAT YOU'VE DONE -~ AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO
_- T THANK YOU, AND CONGRATULATE YOU.
RK YOU DO.

Anp Gop BLESS THE WO

Gop BLESS YOU.
# # #




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 20, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
Deputy Assistant to the President for

Communications

FROM: JEFFREY R. HOLMSTEAD SL
Assistant Counsel to the President

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks -- Science and Math Teaching
Awards

To confirm my telephone call to your office earlier today,
Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced draft and we
have no objections to it from a legal standpoint.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this matter.

cc: James W. Cicconi

el
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE;  10/19/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:  10/20/89 2:00 PM
CUBsECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE AND MATH TEACHING AWARDS
ACTION FYI AC? FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE |
SUNUNU | V NEWMAN | a
SCOWCROFT O O PORTER / 0
. DARMAN J O ROGICH ' { S0 &k
BATES J | UNTERMEYER [} a
CARD o / ROGERS 0
CICCONI o / . WINSTON 0
DEMAREST l O PINRERTON / O
FITZWATER 0 l/ BROMLEY / a
GRAY e l/ o o O
HAGIN a O O a
REMARKS: ' -

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than Friday, October 20, at 2:00 PM, with a copy
to my office. Thank you. :

RESPONSE:

Coms)s OFPic bas me lesal

obxu.%'cws, Qt\\ /
[ 1K1 /
AV Ta /L@
| & ;
- James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President

and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE & MATH TEACHING AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1989
10:00 A.M.
[[ Welcome to the White House! Sorry if I'm a little late.

I was just in the Oval Office, trying to solve a few quadratic

~ equations... [PAUSE] Even tougher than balancing the budget...

Before we get started; I thought we ought to have a moment
of silence: in memory of those brave substitute teachers back
home. ]]

It’s a great honor to have you here today. You’ve taken on
one of the nation’s mqst vital, yet too often unappreciated
tasks. Because you’ve committed yourselves to excellence on the
front lines of American education, you represent our best hope
for the future.

So many Americans remember a special teacher who made a
quiet but crucial difference in their lives. It might have been
the teacher who brought math to life -~ explaining ratios by |
using the gears of a bicycle. Maybe it was a teacher who
revealed the powerfﬁl drama in the life of a single cell -- or
who . sparked speculation about the expansion of the universe.

[[ Of course, those of us who haven’t been to school in a
while get our scientific understanding from those Gary Larson
cartoons. Like the one whefe, afte; detailed calculations,

Einstein discovers that Time is actually Money. ]]
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You‘ve ajl} seen the Surveys about American g
performance in Scientific knowledge,

Compared to
around the world.

. But our tear

Consistently distinguished themselves .. Capped by t

medal performance,

time.
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The work of outstanding teachers like yourselves has a
profound impact -- not just on the students you teach, but on the
nation as a whole. The link between science and technology, and

our standard of living, is stronger today than ever before.

At a time when our international posiﬁion in certain key
industries is being challenged, we face impending shortages of
qualified scientists and engineers. So your work is helping us
meet a crucial need -- a national need.

Not every student will be a Physics Olympian, or make a
career as a scientist. But growing numbers will have jobs based
on new technologies. Farm workers, producing genetically
engineered crops. Auto workers, involved with robOtics;
cybernetic systems, and electronic controls. Service people,
maintaining computers and telecommunications systems.

It will be new. skills, and the ability to learn them quickly
and adapt, that will be crucial to their future -- and America’s
future.

When I met with the nation’s governors in Charlottesville
last month, they told me -- as the business community continues
to tell me -- that a ciear concensus is emerging on the crucial
need to improve math and science education in this country.

That’s why we’re establishing a National Science Scholars
Program for top math and science students across the country.

And for students of all abilities, we’re working to set national

goals for math and science education.
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We will be looking to you for advice and guidance on those
goals -- and the steps we can take, together, to attain them. I
want to encourage you to work with this Administration -- and
with the Nation’s governors -- to refine our'approach to math and
science education.

All of you, as teachers, know the larger role that education -
_ plays in a>f;ee society. Bvery student in America -- even those .
who don’t choose technical careers -- will need enough scientific
and mathematical understanding to make decisions about the
technologies of the 21st century.

You understand the importance of a literate and informed
citizenry, and you’re acting on that understanding. For the sake
of every student youvtéach. Every day.

You know, a few minutes ago, I said that just about all of
us can think of special teachers -- teachers that touched our
lives forever. But it’s also true that the greatest minds in
science and mathematics were insbired and directed by teachers of
their own.

And that’s worth remembering. What you’re doing today has
the potential to unleash the genius of a new generation.

For all that you'vé done -- and will continue to do -- I
thank you, and congratulate you. |

God bless you. And God bless the work you do.

# # #
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM Md |
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DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 10/20/89 2:00 PM /23
10
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE AND MATH TEACHING AWARDS
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI AC? FYI

VICE PRESIDENT a / MCCLURE |
SUNUNU O V NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT o O PORTER { -
DARMAN J O ROGICH ( -0
BATES / a UNTERMEYER O a
CARD O / ROGERS 0
CICCONI O / D TON O
DEMAREST %/ - PINKERTON / -
FITZWATER O / BRONLEX / 0
Ry 7 - 0
HAGIN a ad O a

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,

x2930, no later than Friday, October 20, at 2:00 PM, with a copy
to my office. Thank you.

\

X
%
RESPONSE: \\

’\'.
© % " “James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President

and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE & MATH TEACHING AWARDS
: ' THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1989
10:00 A.M.

[[ Welcome to the White House! Sorry if I'm a little late.
I was just in the Oval Office, trying to solve a few quadratic
~ equations... [PAﬁSE] Even tougher than balancing the budget...

Before we get started, I thought we ought to have a moment
of silence: in memory of those brave substitute teachers back
home. ]]

It’s a great honor to have you here today. You’ve taken on
one of the nation’s most vital, yet too often unappreciatéd
tasks. Because you've committed yourselves to excellence on the
front lines of American education, you represent our best hope
for the future. |

So many Americans remembér a special teacher who made a
quiet but crucial difference in their lives. It might have been
the teacher who brought math to life -- explaining ratios by
using the'gears of a bicycle. Maybe it was a teacher who
revealed the powerful drama in the life of a single cell -~ or
who sparked speculation about the éxpansion of the universe.

[[ Of course, those of us who haven’t been to school in a
while get our scientific understanding from those Gary Larson

cartoons. Like the one where, after detailed calculations,

Einstein discovers that Time is actually Money. ]]
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You’ve all seen the surveys about American students’ poor
performance in scientific knowledge, compared to their peers
around the world. 1It’s a serious problem. But you’re not just
complaining about it -- you’re doing something about it.

You're showing that excellence is not just possible in
American education -- it ought to be the norm. You and the
outstanding teachers across the country you represent are
creating centers of excellence in classrooms of every kind --
setting standards for the rest of the country to follow -- and
creating exceptional students.

This year a high school student from Denver named Steven
Gubser won the 20th International Physics Olympiad in Warsaw.
When the United States began competing in the tournament in 1986,
some thought that our students>woﬁldn’t have a chance against
students from Europe and the Far East. But our teams havg
consistently distinguished themselves -- capped by this gold
' medal performance. |

This is the standard of excellence that America’s students
and teachers should aspire to -- and that more can attain.

Our problem is not that we don’t have American students
excelling at science and math - we just don’t see enough of
them. |

[[ Of course, there wére a few outstanding students in my
time. I had a friend ‘once who was so smart, he knew how to

convert meters to gallons... [PAUSE] In his head. 1]]
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The work of outstanding teachers like yourselves has a
profound impact -- not just on the students you téach, but on the
nation as a whole. The link between science and technology, and
ouf standard of living, is stronger today than ever before.

At a time when our international position in certain key
industries is being challenged, we face impending shortages of
qualified scientists and engineers. So your work is helping us
meet a crucial need -- a natiohal need.

Not every student will be a Physics Olympian, or make a
career as a scientist. But gro&ing numbers will have jobs based
on new technologies. Farm workers, producing genetically
engineered crops. Auto workers, involved with robotics,
cybernetic systems, and electronic controls. Service people,
maintaining computers and telecommunications systems.

It will be new skills, and the ability to learn them quickly
and adapt, that will be crucial'to their future -- and America’s
future.

When I mét with the nation’s governors in Charlottesville
last month, they told me -- as the business community continues
to tell me -- that a clear concensus is emerging on the crucial
need to improve math and science education in this country.

That's why we’'re establishing a National Science Scholars
Program for top math and science students across the country.
And for students of all abilities, we’re working to set national

goals for math and science education.
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We will be looking to. you for advice and guidance on those
goals -- and the steps we can take, together, to attain them. I
want to encourage you to work with this Administration -- and
with the Nation’s governors -- to refine our approach to math and
science education.

All of you, as teachers, know the larger role that education
plays in a free society. Every student in America -- even those
who don’t choose technical careers -- will need enough scientific
and mathematical understanding to make decisions about the

technologies of the 21st century.

You understand the importance of a literate and informed
citizenry, and you’re acting on that understanding. For the sake
of every student you teach. Every day.

You know, a few minutes ago, I said that just about all of
us can think of special teachers -- teachers that touched our
lives forever. But it’s also true that the greatest minds in
science and mathematics were inspired and directed by teachers of
their own.

And that’s worth remembering. What you’re doing today has
the potential to unleash the genius of a new generation.

For all that you’ve done -- and will continue to do -- I
thank you, and congratulate you. | .

God bless you. And God bless the work you do.

# # #
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

OCTOBER 20, 1989

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON (-p)
FROM: - MARK LANGE ML
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN SCIENCE AND

MATH TEACHING

Attached are brief remarks for a Rose Garden ceremony honoring
112 outstanding science and math teachers. The event takes place
on Tuesday, October 24, at 10:00 a.m.

The audience will total about 300 people. Your remarks, which
are about 8 minutes long, emphasize the importance of strong
teaching in math and science.

You also encourage these teachers to offer guidance to the
governors and this Administration as we craft national goals for
math and science education.
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(Lange/Martin)
October 20, 1989
5:30 p.m.
[SCIMAT.DOC]
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE & MATH TEACHING AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1989
10:00 A.M. g

[[ Welcome to the White House! Sorry if I'm a little late.
I was just in the Oval Office, trying to solve a few quadratic
equations... [PAUSE] Even tougher'than balancing the budget...

Before we get started, I thought we ought to have a moment
of silence: in memory of those brave substitute teachers back
home. ]]

It's a great honor to have you here today. You've taken on
one of the nation's most vital, yet too often unappreciated
tasks. Because you've committed yourselves to excellence on the
front lines of American education, you represent our best hope
for the future.

So many Americans remember a special teacher who made a
crucial difference in their lives. It might have been the
teacher who brought math to life -- explaining ratios by using
the gears of a bicycle. Maybe it was a teacher who revealed the
powerful drama behind the life of a single cell -- or who sparked
speculation about the expansion of the universe.

[[ Of course, those of us who haven't been to school in a

while get our scientific understanding from those Gary Larson

cartoons. Like the one where, after detailed calculations,

Einstein discovers that Time is actually Money. 1]
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You've all seen the surveys about American students' poor
standing on standardized math and science tests, compared to
their peers around the world. 1It's a serious problem. But
you're not just complaining about it -- you're doing something
about it.

You're showing -that excellence is not just possible in
American education -- it can and should be the norm. You and all
the outstanding teachers across the country that you represent
are creating centers of excellence in classrooms of every kind --
setting standards for the rest of the country to follow -- and
developing exceptional students.

This year I had the priviledge of meeting a high school
student from Denver named Steven Gubser. Steven won the 20th
International Physics Olympiad in Warsaw. When the United States
began competing in the tournament in 1986, some thought that our
students wouldn't have a chance against students from Europe and
the Far East. But our teams have consistently distinguished
themselves -- capped by this gold medal performance.

This ié the standard of excellence that America's students
and teachers should aspire to -- and that more can attain.

Our problem is not that we don't have American students
excelling at science and math. We do. We just don't have enough
of them.

But there's another reason why the work of outstanding
teachers like yourselves has a profound impact -- not 5ust on the

students you teach, but on the nation as a whole. The link
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between science and technology, and our standard of living, is
stronger today than ever before.

At a time when our international position in certain key
industries is being challenged, we face impending shortages of
qualified scientists and engineers.

And even though every student cannot be a Physics Olympian,
or make a career as a scientist, growing numbers will have jobs
based on new technologies. Farm workers, producing genetically
engineered crops. Auto workers, involved with robotics,
cybernetic systems, and electronic controls. Service people,
maintaining éomputers and telecommunications systems.

It will be new skills, and the.ability to learn them quickly
and adapt, that will be crucial to their future -- and America's
future. So'your work is helping us meet a crucial need -- a
national need.

When I met with the nation's governors in Charlottesville
last month, they told me -- as the business community continues
. to tell me -- that a clear concensus is emerging on the crucial
need to improve math and science education in this country.

That's why we're proéosing a National Science Scholars
Program for top math and science students across the country.
And for students of all abilities, we're working to develop
national education goals.

We will be looking to you for advice and guidance on.those
goals -- and the steps we can take, together, to attain them. I

want to encourage you to work with this Administration -- and
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with the Nation's governors -- to refine our approach to math and
science education.

All of you, as teachers, know the larger role that education
plays in a free society. Every student in America will need
enough scientific and mathematical understanding to make
decisions about fhe technologies of the 21st century.

You understand the importance of a literate and informed
citizenry, and you're acting on that understanding. For the sake
of every student you teach. Every day. /

' You know, a few minutes ago, I said that just about all of
us can remember a special teacher -- a teacher that touched each
of our lives forever. But it's also true of the greatest minds
in science and mathematics. They too were inspired and directed
by stimulating and motivating teachers of their own.

That's worth remembering. What you're doing today has the
potential to unleash the genius of a new generation.

For all that you've done -- and wiil conéihue to do -- I
thank you, and congratulate you.

God bless you. And God bless the work you do.

¥ #
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It’'s a great honor to have you here é:::;?\/’;;;}ve taken on

one of the nation’s most vital, yet too often unappreciated

L
R

tasks. Because you’ve committed yourselves to excellence on the
front lines of American education, you represent our best hope
for the future.
r¢u¢& So many Americans remember a special teacher who made a
\Nﬂ ( quiet. Jbut crucial dlfference in their lives. It might have been
"—
the teacher who brought math to life -- explalnlng ratios by

using the gears of a bicycle. Maybe it was a teacher who

belinel

revealed the powerful drama/;ﬂ’the life of a single cell -- or

who sparked speculation about the expansion of the universe.
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cartoons. Like the one where, after detailed calculations,
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You’ve all seen the survéys about American students’ poor
performance in scientific knowledge, compared to their peers
around the world. 1It’s a serious problem. But you’'re not just
complaining about it -- you’re doing something about it.J/

You're showing that excellence is, not just possible

de,h acl slouwld al

American education -- ltxgugﬁﬁ,to be the norm. You andAFhe
outstanding teachers across the country you represent are
creating centers of excellence in classrooms of every kind --
setting standards for the rest of the country to follow -- and

7y
gﬁ%ﬁéﬁig exXceptional students. b///

ThlS igh scho7 tudent,’fro nver named Steven
' Z£4L;>/;V/ Zc

sho T (e( meele—o
Gd%%%ﬁj&ﬁﬁfthe 20th International Physics piad in Warsaw.

When the United States began competing in the tournament in 1986,

some thought that our students wouldn’t have a chance against
students from Europe and the Far East. But our teams have
consistently distinguished themselves -- capped by this gold
medal performance.

This is the standard of excellence that America’s students
and teachers should aspire to -- and that more can attain.

Our problem is not that we don l{have Amer14?n students

‘\?
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excelling at science and math/<- we just don't §sé»enough of
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The work of outstandinq'teachers like yourselves has a \\\
profound impact -- ndﬁ.just on the students you teach, but on the |
nation as a whole. The link between science and technology, and
our standard of living, is stronger today than ever before.

At a time when our international position in certain key

industries is being challenged, we face impending shortages of

////////,Spallfled scientists and fﬁgégggégiL/éEKYOur work is helping us ™\

meet a crucial need -- a national need —

e

y St
/:>;¢§&’ _9ﬂﬁgﬁ‘every student y;%ITpe a Physics Olympian, or make a
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career as a sc1entlsE} -8Bt growing numbers will have jobs based
on new technologie%8 ggrm workers, producing genetically
engineered cro?i} Aﬁ?to workers, involved with robotics,
cybernetic systems, and electronic control§;’M§é£vice people,
maintaining computers and telecommunications éystems.

It will be new skills, and the ability to learn them quickly

» W YL
and adapt, that will be crucial to their £i%wse -- and America’s — —

future <t
‘When I met with the nation’s governors in Charlottesville
last month, they told me -- as the business community continues
to tell me -- that a clear concensus is emerging on the crucial
need to improve math and science education in this country.
That'’'s why we’re establishing a National Science”Scholars
Program for top math and science students.across e country.
?ggional

And for students of all abilities, we’re working set

A

goals for math and science education.
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We will be looking to ydu for advice and guidance on those
goals -- and the steps.we can take, together, to attain them. I
want to encourage you to work with this Administration -- and
with the Nation’s governors -- to refine our approach to math and
science education.

All of you, as teachers, know the larger role that education
plays in a free society. Bvery student in America -- even those
who don’t choose technical careers -- will need enough scientific
and mathematical understanding to make decisions about the
technologies of the 21st century.

You understand the importance of a literate and informed
citizenry, and you’'re acting on that understanding. For the sake
of every student you teach. Every day.

You know, a few minutes ago, I said that just about all of

B L"\’L(LK,{_{

us Tem think special teachers -- teachers that touched our

lives forever. —But—it+s also true ahésfthe greatest minds in

L 3
science and mathematics inspired and directed by, teachers.of
- their—own. f,ﬁ)/f mu.b(:l" ft«u»(.{ /i’l()]é‘/_/( ’4”(
] ‘ . ‘L(MQ,A_S
v;gii%?@igl's worth rememberingg What you’'re doing today has

the potential to unleash the genius of a new generation.

For all that you’ve done -- and will continue to do -- 1
thank you, and congratulate you.

God bless you. And God bless the work -you do.

$ &4
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Document No. 312288

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pare:  10/19/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:  10/20/89 2:00 PM
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE AND MATH TEACHING AWARDS
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTIO FYI
VICE PRESIDENT m| / MCCLUR |
" SUNUNU O V NEWMAN a a
SCOWCROFT O O PORTER { -
DARMAN i/ a ROGICH ( -
BATES J a UNTERMEYER a a
CARD 0 / ROGERS O
CICCONI 0 / __WINSTON 0
DEMAREST l 0 PINKERTON / -
J BROMLEY {
FITZWATER a o O
GRAY / 0 O g
HAGIN a a a a
REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
X2930, no later than Friday, October 20, at 2:00 PM, with a copy
to my office. Thank you. I
RESPONSE:

T

-

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



Document No. 083122ss

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: _ 10/19/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: _ 10/20/89 2:00 PM
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE AND MATH TEACHING AWARDS
SUBJECT:
ACTION FY!I AC'? FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE a
SUNUNU O V NEWMAN g |
SCOWCROFT ] O PORTER { a
DARMAN i/ O ROGICH ( -0
BATES ﬁ O UNTERMEYER a a
CARD O / ROGERS 0
CICCONI ] / et NOTON ]
DEMAREST / O b i / O
FITZWATER R 4 BROMLEY ( =
GRAY / a a O
HAGIN O a a a
REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
xX2930, no later than Friday, October 20, at 2:00 PM, with a copy
to my office. Thank you. -
RESPONSE:
A
o\

O
/Cé
—
<

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
'0 and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
¥ Ext. 2702

.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM /
DATE: 10/19/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 10/20/89 2:00 PM
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE
SUBJECT: AND MATH TEACHING AWARDS
ACTION FYI AC'I? FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE O
SUNUNU O V NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT o O PORTER { ~
DARMAN ' O ROGICH ( O
BATES / 0 UNTERMEYER O O
CARD o & ROGERS _ 0 (
CICCONI O / _ WINSTON 0 /J
DEMAREST * / O P HRERTON / O
FITZWATER 0 l/ BN / 0
GRAY / O O 0
HAGIN 0O O 0 O

REiMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than Friday, October 20, at 2:00 PM, with a copy
to my office. Thank you. ’

RESPONSE: See  Comummuetin, 06, 2 Gul 3.

0 James W. Cicconi
i Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

NOTICE:

Enclosed are comments from staff members of the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB). Such comments do not necessarily
represent the official position of the Director of OMB or of the
Office of Management and Budget. If you wish to have the
Director’s personal comments, please let me know -- and contact

me if you have any questions.

David J%° Haun _
Executive Assistant
to the Director
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE & MATH TEACHING AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1989
10:00 A.M. '
[[ Welcome to the White House! Sorry if I’'m a little late.

I was just in the Oval Office, trying to solve a few quadratic

. equations... [PAUSE] Even tougher than balancing the budget...

Before we get starfed, I thought we ought to have a moment
of silence: in ﬁemo;y of those brave substitute teachers back
home. ]]

It’s a great honor to have you here today. You‘ve taken on
one of the nation’s most vital, yet too often unappreciated
tasks. Because you’'ve committed yourselves to excellence on the
front lines of American education, you represent our best hope
for the future.

So many Americéns remember a special teacher who made a
quiet but crucial difference in their lives. It might have been
the teacher who brought math to life -- explaining ratios by
using the gears of a bicycle. Maybe it was a teacher who
revealed the powerful drama in the life of a single cell -- or
who sparked speculation about the éxpansion of the universe.

[[ Of course, those of us who haven’t been to school in a
while get our scientific understanding from those Gary Larson
cartoons. Like the one'where, after detailed calculations,

Einstein discovers that Time is actually Money. ]]
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You’ve all seen the surveys about American students’ poor
performance in scientific knowledge, compared to their peers
around the world. 1It’s a serious problem. But you’re not just
complaining about it -- you’re doing something about it.

You’re showing that excellence is not just possible in
American education -- it ought to be the norm. You and the
outstanding teachers across the country you represent are
creating centers of excellence in classrooms of every kind --
setting standards for the rest of the country to follow -- and
creating exceptional students.

This year a high school student from Denver named Steven
Gubser won the 20th International Physics Olympiad in Warsaw.
When the United States began competing in the tournament in 1986,
some thought that our students wouldn’t have a chance against
students from Europe and the Far East. But our teams have
consistently distinguished themselves -- capped by this gold
medal performance.

This is the standard of excellence that America’s students
and teachers should aspire to -- and that more can attain.

Our problem is not that we don’t have American students
excelling at science and math -- we just don’t see enough of
them.

[[ Of course, there were a few outstanding students in my

time. I had a friend once who was so smart, he knew how to

convert gallons... [PAUSE] In his head. ]]

go 3,“,‘ M“W\c-('w:“ o “{,l.r;" . B’:‘::"/‘/
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The work of outstanding teachers like yourselves has a
profound impact -- not just on the students you teach, but on the
nation as a whole. The link between science and technology, and
our standard of living, is stronger today than ever before.

At a time when our international position in certain key
industries is being challenged, we face impending shortages of
qualified scientists and engineers. So your work is helping us
meet a crucial need -- a national need.

Not every student will be a Physics Olympian, or make a
career as a scientist. But growing numbers will have jobs based
on new technologies. Farm workers, producing genetically
engineered crops. Auto workers, involved with robotics,
cybernetic systems, and electronic controls. Service people,
maintaining computers and telecommunications systems.

It will be new skills, and the ability to learn them quickly
and adapt, that will be crucial to their future -- and America’s
future.

When I met with the nation’s governors in Charlottesville
last month, they told me -- as the business community continues
to tell me -- that a clear concensus is emerging on the crucial
need to improve math and scienceg/education in this country.

Progesin

That’s why we'’re es%ab;ishzhg-a National Science Scholars
Program for top math and science students across the country.
And for students of all abilities, we’'re working to set national

goals for math and science education.
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We will be looking to you for advice and guidance on those

goals -- and the steps we can take, together, to attain them. I
want to encourage you to work with this Administration -- and
with the Nation’s governors -- to refine our approach to math and

science education.
Ail of you, as teachers, know the largef role that education
plays in a free society. Bwvery student in America -- even those
who don’t choose technical careers -- will need enough scientific
and mathematical understanding to make decisions about the
technologies of the 21st century.

You understand the importance of a literate and informed
citizenry, and you’'re acting on that understanding. For the sake
of every student you teach. Every day.

You know, a few minutes ago, I said that just about all of
us can think of special teachers -- teachers that touched our
lives forever. But it’s also true that the greatest minds in
science and mathematics were inspired and directed by teachers of
their own.

And that’s worth remembering. What you’re doing today has
the potential to unleash the gehius of a new generation.

For all that you’ve done =-- apd will continue to do -- I
thank you, and congratulate you. ‘

God bless you. And God bléss the work you do.

# % 4
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE & MATH TEACHING AWARDS
THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1989
10:00 A.M.
.[[ Welcome to the White House! Sorry if I'm a little late.
I was just in the Oval Office, trying to solve a few quadratic
equations... [PAUSE] Even tougher than balancing the budget...

Before we get started, I thought we ought to have a moment
of silence: 1in memory oflthose brave substitute teachers back
home. ]]

It’s a great honor to have you here today. You’ve taken on
one of the nation’s most vitai, yet too often unappreciated
tasks. Because you’ve committed yourselves to excellence on the
front lines of American education, you represent ouf best hope
for the future.

So many Americans remember a special teacher who made a
quiet but crucial difference in their lives. It might have been
the teacher who brought math to life -- explaining ratlos by
using the gears of a bicycle. Maybe it was a teacher who
revealed the powerful drama in the life of a single cell -- or
who sparked speculation about the ekpansion of the universe.

[[ Of course, those of us who haven’t been to school in a
while get our scientific understanding ffom those Gary Larson
cartoons. Like the one where, after detailed calcﬁlations,

Einstein discovers that Time is actually Money. 11
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You’ve all seen the surveys about American students’ poor
performaqce-in scientific knowledge, compared to their peers
around the world. It’s a serious problem. But you’re not just
cémplaining about it -- you’re doing something about it.

You’re showing that excellence is not just possible in
American education -- it ought to be'the norm. You and the
outstanding teéchers across the country you represent are
creating centers of excelience in classrooms of every kind --
setting standards for the rest of the country to follow -- and
creating exceptional students. N

This jear a high school student from Denver named Steven
Gubser won the 20th International Physics Olympiad in Warsaw..
When the'Uﬁited States began competing in the tournament in 1986,
some thought that our students wouldn’t have a chanée against
students from Europe and the Far East. But our teéms have
consistently distinguished themselves -- capped by this gold
medal performance. |

This is the standard of exéellence that America’s students
and teachers should aspire to -- and that more can attain.

Our problem is not that we don’tﬂhave(American students
ekcelling at science and math -~ we jﬁst don’'t see enough of
them. |

[[ Of course, thére were a few outstanding students in my
time. I had a friend ‘once who was so smart, he knew how to

convert meters to gallons... [PAUSE] In his head. ']]



3

The work of outstanding teachers like yourselves has a
profound impact -- not just on the students you teach, but on the
nation as a whole. The link between science and technology, and
ouf standard of living;'is stronger todaf than ever before.

At a time when our international pdsition in certain key
industries is being challenged, we face impending shortages of
qualified scientists aﬁd engineers. So your work is helping us
- meet a crucial need -- a national need.

Not every student will be a Physics Olympian, or make a
cafeer as a scientist. But growing numbers will have jobs based
on new technologies. Farm workers, producing genetically‘
engineered crops. Auto workers, involved with robotics,
cybernetic systems, and électronic controls. Service people,
maintéining computers and telecommunications systems.

It will be new skills, and the ability to learn them quickly
and adapt, that will be cruéial to their future -- and America’s
future.

When I met with the nation’s governors in Charlottesville
last month, they told me -- as the business community continues
~to tell me -- that a clear concensus is emerging on the crucial
need to improve math and science education in this country.

That’s why we’re establishing a National Science Scholars
Program for top math and science students across the country.
And for students of all abilities, we’'re working to set national

goals for math and science education.
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We will be looking to you for advice and guidance on those

goals -- and the steps we can take, together, to attain them. I
want to encourage you to work with this Administration -- and
with the Nation’s governors -- to refine our approach ‘to math and

science education.

All of you, as teachers, know the larger role that education
plays in a free society. Every student in America -- even those
who don’t choose technical careers -- will need enough scientific
and mathematical understanding to make decisions about the
technologies of the 21lst century.

You understand the importance of a literate and informed
citizenry, and you’re acting on that understanding. For the sake
of every student you teach. Every day.

You know, a few minutes ago, I said that just about all of
us can think of special teachers -- teachers that touched our
lives forever. But it’s also true that the greatest minds in
science and mathematics were inspired and directed by teachers of
their own.

And that’s worth remembering. What you’re doing today has
the potential to unleash the genius of a new generation.

For all that you’ve done -- and will continue to do —-- I
thank you, and congratulate you.

God bless you. And God bless the work you do.

# # #
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Document No. Wp3l2258

MEMORANDUM

DATE: 10/19/83 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 10/20/89 2:00 PM
N PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE AND MATH TEACHING AWARDS
ACTION FYI ACTIO FYl

VICE PRESIDENT . MCCLURE / a
SUNUNU a V NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT O 0 PORTER Q/ 0
DARMAN J O ROGICH { LB
BATES / a UNTERMEYER a a
CARD - ROGERS 0 EA
CICCONI 0 / Bl Q /
DEMAREST / . PINKERTON / -
FITZWATER 0 ;/ N ”‘;‘y =
GRAY / a a O
HAGIN o O =

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than Friday, October 20, at 2:00 PM, with a copy

to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

Oy fo
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0"~

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM \/
pate:__ 10/19/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:____10/20/89 2:00 PM
R PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE AND MATH TEACHING AWARDS

| ACTION FYI ACTION FYi

' VICE PRESIDENT a / MCCLURE 2 -3
SUNUNU a V NEWMAN a, 0
SCOWCROFT a | I"ORTER { a
DARMAN J | ROGICH { A
BATES / O UNTERMEYER o O
CARD o E_‘?ER_S_ g
CICCONI a / .- WINSTON =
DEMAREST J O PINKERTON { 0
FITZWATER - 4 BROMLEY / u]
GRAY W/ O a 0
HAGIN O a o O
L
REMARKS: »
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than Friday, October 20, at 2:00 PM, with a copy
to my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

! nN. - \ i
Coms)s OFFia bas e iesg

: Qb}séc""‘c")s é%%\ N/Z“/gj

James W. Ciceoni .
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 20, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER /@ﬂ
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Science and Math Teaching
Awards

We have a couple of comments on the remarks prepared for
the President’s speech on science and math awards. These
suggestions are included in the attached draft.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

cc: James W. Cicconi

|
y
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pate:  10/19/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:  10/20/89 2:00 PM
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE AND MATH TEACHING AWARDS
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI AC? FYI
VICE PRESIDENT | / MCCLURE |
SUNUNU O V NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT o 0 Ponrsnu-"-y O
DARMAN i/ a ROGICH ( -0
BATES J O UNTERMEYER O o
CARD O / ROGERS O {
CICCONI O / o SPRTON ) f
DEMAREST / O FENEBRTGH / o
BRO
FITZWATER O u/ - / O
sRAY 7 - i
HAGIN 0O O | O O
REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than Friday, October 20, at 2:00 PM, with a copy
to my office. Thank you. -
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: SCIENCE & MATH fEACHING AWARDS
: THE ROSE GARDEN
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1989
10:00 A.M.

[[ Welcome to the ﬁhite House! Sorry if I'm a little late.
I was just in the Oval Office, trying to solvé a few quadratic
) equations... [PAUSE] Even tougher than balancing the budget...

Before we get started, I thought we ought to have a moment
of silence: in memory of those brave substitute teachers back
home. ]] |

It’s a great honor to have you here today. You’ve taken on
one of the nation’s most vital, yet too often unappreciated
tasks. Because you've comﬁitted yourselves to excellence on the
front lines of American education, you represent‘our best hope
for the future. |

So many Americans remember a special teacher who made a
quiet but crucial difference in their lives. It might have been
the teacher who brought math to life -- explaining ratios by
using the gears of a bicycle. Maybe it was a teacher who
revealed the powerful drama in the life of a single cell -- or
who sparked speculation about the éxpansion of the universe.

[[ Of course, those of us who haven’t been to school in a
while get our scientific understanding from those Gary Larson

cartoons. Like the one where, after detailed calculations,

Einstein discovers that Time is actually Money. 1]]
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n You’ve all seen the surveys about American students’ poor -
AP | ot STAMOARDIRED MATY AwD JCIEMNCR TESTS
A performance in-scientific-knowledge, compared to their peers
around the world. It’s a serious problem. But you’re not just
complaining about it -- you’re doing something.about it.

You’'re showing that excellence is not just possible in
American education -- it ought to be the norm. You and the
outstanding teachers across the country you represent are
creating centers of excellence in classrooms of every kind --
setting standards for the rest of the country to follow -- and
Pladoc ) ol
—creating exceptional students.

This year a high school student from Denver named Steven
Gubser won the 20th International Physics Olympiad in Warsaw.
When the United States began competing in the tournament in 1986,
some thought that our students wouldn’t have a chance against
students from Europe and the Far East. But our teams have
consistently distinguished themselves -- capped by this gold
medal performance.

This is the standard of excellence that America’s students
and teachers should aspire to -- and that more can attain.

Our problem is not that we don’t have American students
excelling at science and math -- we just don’'t see enough of
them. |

[[ Of course, there were a few outstanding students in my

time. I had a friend once who was so smart, he knew how to N

convert meters to gallons... [PAUSE] In his head. 1]] ‘ﬁkaMMQM

o ‘{L /Mdu(j <.



3
' The work of outstanding teachers like yourselves has a
profound impact -- not just on the students you teach, but on the
nation asva whole. The link between science and technology, and
ouf standard of living, is stronger today than.ever before.

At a time when our international position in certain key
industries is being challenged, we face impending shortages of
qualified scientists and engineers. So your work is helping us
meet a crucial need -- a national need.

Not every studént will be a Physics'Olympian, or make a
career as a scientist. But growing numbers will have jobs based
on new technologies. Farm workers, producing genetically
engiheered crops. Auto workers, involved with robotics,
cybernetic systems, and electronic controls. Service people/
maintaining computers and telecommunications systems. -

It will be new skills, and the ability to learn them quickly
and adapt, that will be crucial to their future ~- and America’s
future.

When I met with the nation’s governbrs in Charlottesville
last month, they told me -- as the business community continues
to tell me -- that a clear concensus is emerging on the crucial
" need to imp;ove math and science education in this country.

That’s why we’re establishing a Natiohal Science Scholars
Program for top math and science students across the country.

And for students of all abilities, we’re working to set national
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We will be looking to you for advice and guidanée on those
goals -- and the steps we can take, together, to attain them. I
want to encourage you to work with this Administration -- and
with the Nation’s governors -- to refine our approach to math and
science education. | \

All of you, as teachers, know the larger role that education
plays in a free society. BEvery student in America -- evemr—these

h._th:aaﬁﬁ» choose technical-careers -- will need enough scientific
and mathematical understanding to make decisions about the
technologies of the 21st century.

You understand the importance of a literate and informed
citizenry, and you’'re acting on that understanding. For the sake
of every student you teach. Every déy.

. You know, a few minutes ago, I said that just about all of
us can think of special teachers -- teachers that touched our
lives forever. But it’s also true that the greatest minds in
science and mathematics were inspired and directed by teachers of
their own.

And that’s worth remembering. What you’re doing today has
the potential to unleash the gepius of a new generation.

For all that you’ve done -- and will continue to do -- I
thank you, and congratulate you. |

God bless you. And God bless the work you do.

# # #





