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ADDRESS:  YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAL, ROOM 450 OEOB
THURSDAY/11:30 A.M./SEPT. 21, 1989
ATTORNEY GENERAL THORNBURGH -- Dick -- DIRECTOR
STANLEY MORRIS -- DIRECTOR SESSIONS -- BILL -- Davip
RUNKEL, AND ESPECIALLY YOU MEDAL WINNERS. WELCOME TO
THE WHITE House. IT WILL BE MY HONOR TO BESTOW, IN
JUST A MOMENT, THE YOUNG AMERICAN MeDAL FOR BRAVERY;

AND THE YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAL FOR SERVICE, FOR 1987 ANnD
1988.

-2 -
A GREAT WRITER, I BELIEVE IT WAS EMERSON, SAID THAT
A HERO IS NO BRAVER THAN ANYONE ELSE; ONLY BRAVE FOR
FIVE MINUTES LONGER. TwO YOUNG PEOPLE WITH US TODAY
KNOW THESE MINUTES OF BRAVERY, MINUTES WHERE TERRIBLE
EVENTS SEEM TO OCCUR IN SLOW MOTION, MINUTES FACING
DEATH AND CHALLENGING ETERNITY.



-3 -
ONE OF THE RECIPIENTS OF A YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAL FOR
BRAVERY IS TWELVE YEARS OLD. SHE IS ANGELA MaRrIE
CampanoLr ((CAMP-PA-NO-LEE)), AND SHE ATTENDS THE 7TH
GRADE AT AYLEN ((A-LYNN)) JuNIOR HIcH IN WASHINGTON
STATE. ANGELA, HER MOTHER YVONNE, HER BROTHER BRYAN
AND A FRIEND, WERE AT THE BEACH IN MAUI oN OcToBER |

FIFTH, 1988. THREE JAPANESE TOURISTS -- A MAN, HIS

4
WIFE AND THEIR LITTLE BOY -- WERE ALSO AT THAT SAME
BEACH, THAT SAME DAY.

-4 -

THE JAPANESE CHILD GOT CAUGHT IN A CURRENT, AND
STARTED TO PANIC. HIS PARENTS, SEEING THIS, DASHED
INTO THE ROUGH SURF TO RESCUE HIM. OTHERS GOT TO THE
CHILD FIRST. BUT THE MOTHER WAS DRAGGED BY A
RELENTLESS CURRENT, OUT TO SEA. ANGELA QUICKLY DOVE
IN, SWAM TO THE WOMAN, AND HELD HER HEAD ABOVE WATER.
HER BROTHER, BRYAN, WAS ALSO RIGHT THERE. AND
TOGETHER, BRYAN AND ANGELA BROUGHT THE WOMAN BACK TO

SHORE. BACK TO HER FAMILY. BACK TO HER LIFE.




-5 -

WE ARE ALSO HERE TO HONOR THE LATE JOHN BANKSTON

- DaLras. ON Jury 17, 1987, A CHURCH BUS AND A VAN
CARRYING 43 PEOPLE FROM A CHILDREN'S CAMP WERE SWEPT
INTO THE CURRENTS OF THE GUADALUPE RIVER IN KERR
CounTY, TEXAS. POUNDING WAVES SCATTERED THE GROUP AND
TOPPLED THE BUS AND VAN.

-6 -

THE YOUNGSTERS WHO SURVIVED CLUNG TO BRANCHES AND
FORMED A HUMAN CHAIN TO CROSS THE RIVER. ONE OF THEM
WAS JEFF BOWMAN, WHO HAD A CAST ON HIS LEG FROM A
BROKEN ANKLE. JOHN CARRIED JEFF ON HIS BACK FOR TWO
HOURS, UNTIL THEY REACHED A TREE. JEFF LET GO AND
GRABBED A LOG THAT WAS FLOATING DOWNSTREAM. JOHN CLUNG
TO THE TREE, AND WAS NEVER SEEN AGAIN. HE was 17-
YEARS-0LD.




-7 -

ROSIE, JOHN, WE KNOW THAT A PARENT'S GRIEF IS A SPECIAL

HARDSHIP. BUT WE HOPE THAT YOUR GRIEF IS TEMPERED BY
PRIDE, PRIDE IN YOUR HERO, YOUR SON JoHN. ({(PAUSE))

IN CALIFORNIA, A DIFFERENT KIND OF TRAGEDY ALMOST
OCCURRED. ON APRIL TWENTY-SIXTH, 1988, AN ARMED
STUDENT WALKED INTO THE ENGLISH cLASS OF SAN GABRIEL
HIGH SCHOOL; AND SEVENTY STUDENTS SUDDENLY BECAME
SEVENTY HOSTAGES. ONE OF THEM IS WITH US ToDAY. HE Is
RuBEN ORTEGA. |

-8 -
THIS YOUNG MAN THREW HIS LIFE INTO THE BALANCE. AND
BECAUSE OF HIS BRAVERY, HIS CLASSMATES ARE SAFE AND
WELL TODAY.

WHEN I wAs RuBEN’S AGE, WILL ROGERS SAID THAT BEING
A HERO IS ABOUT THE SHORTEST-LIVED PROFESSION ON EARTH.
BuT WILL ROGER’'S WRY HUMOR IS BELIED BY HIS OWN LIFE, A
MAN WHO LIGHTENED THE WORRIES OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION
WITH LAUGHTER AND GOODWILL.




-9 -

SO FOR SOME, BRINGING HOPE AND EVEN SAVING LIVES IS
NOT A MATTER OF MINUTES. IT’'S A MATTER OF MONTHS AND
YEARS OF GIVING. IT'S A HABIT, A HABIT OF THE HEART.
AND THAT IS WHY WE GIVE THE YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAL FOR
SERVICE.

WE HAVE WITH us FRepDY TORRES OF EAsT BosTon HIGH
ScHooL. AT AGE 18, FREDDY SPENT COUNTLESS HOURS AS A
PEER LEADER, INSPIRING HUNDREDS OF YOUNG PEOPLE TO STAY
AWAY FROM DRUGS AND LEARN ABOUT THE DANGERS OF AIDS.

- 10 -
AND FREDDY WENT BEYOND THE CLASSROOM, TAKING HIS
MESSAGE WHERE IT IS NEEDED MOST -- TO THE STREETS. IT
WAS OUT OF CLASS THAT FREDDY PERSUADED YOUNG PEOPLE,
OFTEN DROP=0OUTS, TO ENLIST IN DRUG AND AIDS PREVENTION

PROGRAMS .
I HAVE SAID THAT FROM NOW ON, IN AMERICA, ANY

DEFINITION OF A SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE SERVICE TO

OTHERS.




- 11 -

By THIS DEFINITION, JOHN PHILIP DONOVAN oF RIVER VALE,
NEw JERSEY, IS ABOUT AS SUCCESSFUL AS YOU CAN BE. LAST
YEAR, WHEN HE WAS 17, JOHN SERVED HIS COMMUNITY IN MANY
WAYS: As A LEADER OF A BoYy ScouT TROOP WITH LEARNING
AND OTHER DISABLED SCOUTS AS MEMBERS: AS A FUND-RAISER
FOR MuscuLAR DYSTROPHY, BRINGING IN SIXTY-FIVE HUNDRED
DOLLARS; AS A LEADER OF STUDENTS-AGAINST-DRUNK-DRIVING,
AND MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES.

- 12 -
SEAN Fox oF ETHEL, WASHINGTON, IS ANOTHER YOUNG
AMERICAN WHO CARES ENOUGH TO ACT. HE ORGANIZED A FOOD

BANK FOR TOLEDO, WASHINGTON; AND INVOLVED HIS PARENTS,

MAYOR, SCHOOL PRINCIPAL AND OTHER COMMUNITY LEADERS IN
THE DRIVE. BECAUSE OF SEAN'S WORK, THE FOOD BANK
SERVES MORE THAN EIGHTY FAMILIES IN NEED.




- 13 -

Vicki LYNN Urick ((YOUR-1cH)) oF ALvIN, TEXAS, HAS
DEDICATED HER EFFORTS TO CLEANING UP LOCAL BEACHES AND

RESTORING DUNES ALONG THE TEXAS COAST. SHE ALSO

STARTED A NATIONWIDE ALUMINUM CAN DRIVE TO RESTORE THE
BATTLESHIP TEXAS, AND HAS BEEN A LEADER IN MANY OTHER
PROJECTS.

- 14 -

THESE SERVICES MAY NOT BE AS DRAMATIC AS PULLING
SOMEONE FROM THE SURF, OR SUBDUING A GUNMAN. Burt
FREDDY, JOHN, SEAN AND VICKI KNOW SOMETHING VERY
PROFOUND -- THAT IT IS IN THE DAILY ACCUMULATION OF
SMALL ACTS OF KINDNESS, THAT LIFE CAN BE IMPROVED. AND
OFTEN, LIVES CAN BE SAVED.

LET ME OFFER ONE LAST THOUGHT. SOMETIMES WE LOSE -
SIGHT OF THE VAST MAJORITY OF YOUNG AMERICANS WHO ARE
DOING THEIR BEST TO BETTER THIS WORLD.




- 15 -
So FOR THOSE WHO WORRY ABOUT THE FUTURE, PERHAPS THEY
SHOULD CONSIDER THESE YOUNG AMERICANS. You AND I kNow

THAT IN THE FUTURE, OUR COUNTRY WILL BE IN GOOD HANDS,
BECAUSE IT WILL BE IN THEIR HANDS.

AND NOW, IT IS MY HONOR TO PRESENT ALL OF YOU WITH

YOUR YOUNG AMERICAN MEDALS.

#
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REMARKS:
The attached has been forwarded to the President.
RESPONSE:

James W. Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE A
WASHINGTON 4?

Sept. 19, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH:  CHRISS WINSTON (p>
FROM: MARK DAVISMD

SUBJECT: Young American Medal Awards Ceremony

I. SUMMARY:

You are scheduled to appear in the Rose Garden on Thursday,
Sept. 21, at 11:20 a.m., to present the Young American Medals for
Bravery and for Service. We have provided you with seven minutes
of remarks, on cards.

II. DISCUSSION:

These awards cover deeds of bravery performed by young
people in 1987, as well as for last year. There are seven
recipients -- one is being posthumously awarded to John Bankston.
He will be represented by his parents, John and Rosie.



Davis/Martin
. Sept. 19, 1989
v9 JEP Draft: Three

20 A[U: IzTitle: Hero

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAL, ROSE GARDEN
Thursday/11:20 a.m./Sept. 21, 1989

( (Acknowledgements) ) .ATtorney Gen%jfl Thornburgh -- Dick --
Director Sessions and'\%fian.?.x‘!r;&\ﬁfy-\/u'-5%(-i We]b.\c):‘gmyc.a\%\?{:he wWhite
House. It will be my honor to bestow, in just a moment, the
Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service, for 1987 and 1988.

A great writer, I pelieve it was Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know these minutes of
bravery minutes where terrible events seem to occur in slow
motion minutes facing death and challenging eternity.

One of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Bravery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ((Camp-PA-no-
lee)), and she attends the 7th grade at Aylen ((A-lynn)) Junior
High in Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her brother
Bryan, and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth,
1988. Three Japanese tourists -- a man, his wife and their
little boy -- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove



2
in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore.. Back to her family.
Back to her life.
We are also here to honor the late John Bankston of Dallas.
On July 17, 1987, a church bus and a van carrying 43 people from

a children’s camp were swept into the currents of the Guadalupe

‘River in Kerr County, Texas. Pounding waves scattered the group

and toppled the bus and &an.

The youngsters who survived cluhg to branches and formed a
human chain to cross the river. One of them was Jeff Bowman, who
had a cast on his leg from a broken ankle. John carried Jeff on
his back for two hours, until they reached a tree. Jeff let go
and grabbed a log that was floating downstream. John clung to
the tree, and was never seen again. 'He was l7-years-old. Rosie,
John, we know that a parent’s grief is a special hardship. But
we hope that your grief is tempered by pride, pride in your hero,
your son John. ((PAUSE))

In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, an armed student walked into the
English class of San Gabriel High School; and seventy students
suddenly became seventy hostages. One of them is with us today.
He is Ruben Ortega. This young man threw his life into the
balance. And because of his bravery, his classmates are safe and

well today.



3

When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero
is about the shortest-lived profession on earth. But Will
Roger’s wry humor is belied by his own life, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. 1It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.

We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Freddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the.
streets. It was out of class that Freddy persuaded young people,
often drop-outs, to enlist in drug and AIDS prevention progfams.

I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to others. By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Students—Against-Drunk—Driving,
and many other activities.

Sean Fox of Ethel, Washington, is another young American who

cares enough to act. He organized a food bank for Toledo,
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Washington; and involved his parents, mayor, school principal and
other community leaders in the drive. Because of Sean’s work,
"the food bank serves more than eighty families in need.

vicki Lynn Urich ((YOUR-ich)) of Alvin, Texas, has dedicated
her efforts to cleaning up local beaches and restoring dunes
along the Texas Coast. 'She also started a nationwide aluminum
can drive to restore the Battleship Texas, and has been a leader
in many other projects.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone
from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy, John, Sean and
Vicki know something very profound -- that it is in the daily
accumulation of small acts of kindness, that life can be
improved. And often, lives can be saved.

Let me offer one last thought. Sometimes we lose sight of
the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their best to
better this world. So for those who worry about the future,
perhaps- they should consider these four young Americans. You and
I know that in the future, our country will be in good hands,
because it will be in their hands.

And now, it is my honoé to present all of you with your

Young American Medals.
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Davis/Martin
Sept. 14, 1989
Draft: Two
Title: Hero

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAL, ROSE GARDEN
Thursday/11:20 a.m./Sept. 21, 1989

( (Acknowledgements)) Atto ney%?en ral Thornburgh -- Dick --
Director Sessions and my young f Welcome to the White
House. It will be my honor to bestow, in just a moment, the
Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service, for 1987 and 1988.

A great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero

is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes

longer o young people with us today know these minutes of

is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli

no-lee)), and she attends the 7th grade at Aylen (
Junior High in Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her
brother Bryan, and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October
fifth, 1988. Three Japanese tourists -- a man, his wife and
their little boy -- were also at that same beach, that same day.
The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove



2
in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.
Back to her life.
((Look to Angela)) Angela, tﬁgre is é/family in Japan that

will always remember what you did for theﬁ: And in turn, we want

you to always remember this ceremony.\gP4ﬁnnnﬁ77nnrﬂjnﬂﬁriﬂuwen&

~and—offer them to yous But I want you gé\know, Angela, that
today every flower in this Rogg/éarden is for you. ((PAUSE))

We are also here to honor the late John Bankston of Dallas.
On July 17, 1987, a church bus and a van carrying 43 people from
a children’s camp were swept into the currents of the Guadalupe
River in Kerr County, Texas. Pounding waves scattered the group
and toppled the bus and van.

The youngsters who survived clung to branches and formed a
human chain to cross the river. One of them was Jeff Bowman, who
had a cast on his leg from a broken ankle. John carried Jeff on
his back for two hours, until they reached a tree. Jeff let go
and grabbed a log that was floating downstream. John clung to
the tree, and was never seen again. He was l7-years-old. -{{hLook-

—to—parents-—))r Rosie, John, we know that a parent’s grief is a
special hardship. But we hope that your grief is tempered by
pride, pride in your hero, your son John. ((PAUSE))

In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, an armed student walked into the

English class of San Gabriel High School; and seventy students



’
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suddenly became seventy hostages. One of them is with us today.
He is Ruben Ortega.

Ruben waited, watching for the right moment. After more
than half an hour, the assailant relaxed for just an instant.
And in that instant, Ruben threw his life into the balance.
Ruben disarmed the gunman, wrestled him to the ground -- and kept
him down until the police arrived.

((Look to Ruben.)) Rubed>\i\dqé’t mean to embarrass you --
but you are a true American hero.«(You remind me of a few guys I
had the privilege of serving wity/ih\the war. And though we are
not at war today, this countr%/éill é&ways be safe because of

) .'\

When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero

young men like you. (PAUSE)

is about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will
ao”n /l;Q

Roger’s wry humor is belied by his biegraphy, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. 1It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.

We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Freddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the

classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the

streets.
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I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to ot%ggg;)By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Students-Against-Drunk-Driving,
and many other activities.

Sean Fox of Ethel, Washington, is another young American who
cares enough to act. He organized a food bank for Toledo,
Washington; and involved his parents, mayor, school principal and
other community leaders in the drive. Because of Sean’s work,
the food bank serves more than eighty families in need.

Vicki Lynn Urich ((YOUR-ich)) of Alvin, Texas, has dedicated
her efforts to cleaning up local beaches and restoring dunes
along the Texas Coast. She also started a nationwide aluminum
can drive to restore the Battleship Texas, and has been a leader
in many other projects.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone

from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy, John, Sean and
i

Vicki know something very profound -- thét} i é//////
Corm
accumulation of small acts of kindness,| life and be/improved.

And often, lives can be saved.

Let me offer one last thought. We—see on the news and imr
SomeTimes we [o5€.
-the movies-how a few young people go bad. -But perhaps we’ve<lest



5
sight of the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their
best to better this world. So for those who worry about the
future, perhaps they should consider these four young Americans.
You and I know that in the future, our country will be in good

hands, because it will be in their hands.

And now, it is my honor --_Angela, Ruben.,PFreddy—and=Jgohn.—- l///

etl o
to present-you with your Young American dals.

A
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Davis/Martin
Sept. 19, 1989
praft: Three
Title: Hero

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAL, ROSE GARDEN
Thursday/11:20 a.m./Sept. 21, 1989

((Acknowledgements)) Attorney General Thornburgh -- Dick --
Director Sessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White
House. It will be my honor fo bestow, in just a moment, the
Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service, for 1987 and 1988.

A great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know these minutes of
bravery minutes where terrible events seem to occur in slow
motion minutes facing death and challenging eternity. |

One of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Bravery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ((Camp-PA-no-
lee)), and she attends the 7th grade at Aylen ((A-lynn)) Junior
High in Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her brother
Bryan, and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth,
1988. Three Japanese tourists -- a man, his wife and their
little boy -- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanése child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove
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in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.
Back to her 1life.

We are also here to honor the late John Bankston of Dallas.
On July 17, 1987, a church bus and a van carrying 43 people from
a children’s camp were swept into the currents of the Guadalupe
River in Kerr County, Texas. Pounding waves scattered the group
and toppled the bus and van.

The youngsters who survived clung to branches and formed a
human chain to cross the river. One of them was Jeff Bowman, whé
had a cast on his leg from a broken ankle. John carried Jeff on
his back for two hours, until they reached a tree. Jeff let go
and grabbed a log that was floating downstream. John clung to
the tree, and was never seen again. He was l17-years-old. Rosie,
John, we know that a parent’s grief is a spécial hardship. But
we hope that your grief is tempered by pride, pride in your hero,
your son John. ((fAUSE))

In California, a different kind of.tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, an armed student walked into the
English class of San Gabriel High School; and seventy students
suddenly became seventy hostages. One of them is with us today.
He is Ruben Ortega. This young man threw his life into the
balance. And because of his bravery, his classmates are safe and

well today.
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When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero
is about the shortest-lived profession on earth. But Will
Roger’s wry humor is belied by his own life, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.
So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.
. We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Freddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,

inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and

. learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the

classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets. It was out of class that Freddy persuaded young people,
often drop-outs, to enlist in drug and AIDS prevention programs.
I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to others. By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five

hundred dollars; as a leader of Students-Against-Drunk-Driving,

and many other activities.

Sean Fox of Ethel, Washington, is another young American who

cares enough to act. He organized a food bank for Toledo,
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Washington; and involved his parents, mayor, school principal and
other community leaders in the drive. Because of Sean’s work,
the food bank serves more than eighty families in need.

Vicki Lynn Urich ((YOUR-ich)) of Alvin, Texas, has dedicated
her efforts to cleaning up local beaches and restoring dunes
along the Texas Coast. She also started a nationwide aluminum
can drive to restore the Battleship Texas, and has been a leader
in many other projects.

These services may not be as dramatic as pqlling someone
from the surf, or subduing a gunman. 'But Freddy, John, Sean and
Vicki know something very profound -- that it is in the daily
accumulation of small acts of kindness, that life can be
improved. And often, lives can be saved.

Let me offer one last thought. Sometimes we lose sight of
the vast majority of young Ame;icans who are doing their best to
better this world. So for those who worry about the future,
perhaps they should consider these four young Americans. You and
I know that in the future, our country will be in good hands,
because it will be in their hands.

And now, it is my honor to present all of you with your

Young American Medals.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Sept. 19, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH:  CHRISS WINSTON (,u)
FROM: MARK DAVIS/HP

SUBJECT: Young American Medal Awards Ceremony

"I. SUMMARY:

You are scheduled to appear in the Rose Garden on Thursday,
Sept. 21, at 11:20 p.m., to present the Young American Medals for
Bravery and for Service. We have provided you with seven minutes
of remarks, on cards. Lo

ITI. DISCUSSION:

These awards cover deeds of bravery performed by young
people in 1987, as well as for last year. There are seven
recipients -- one is being posthumously awarded to John Bankston.
He will be represented by his parents, John and Rosie.



Davis/Martin
Sept. 19, 1989
Draft: Three
Title: Hero

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAIL.,, ROSE GARDEN
Thursday/11:20 a.m./Sept. 21, 1989

( (Acknowledgements)) Attorney-General Thofnburgh -~ Dick --
Director Sessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White
House. It will be my honor to bestow, in just a moment, the
Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service, for 1987 and 1988.

A great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know these minutes of
bravery// minutes where terrible events seem to occur in slow
motion// minutes facing death and challenging eternity.

One of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Bravery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ((Camp-PAN-
no-lee)), and she attends the 7th grade at Aylen ((A-lynn))
Junior High in Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her
brother Bryan, and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October
fifth, 1988. Three Japanese tourists -- a man, his wife-and
their little boy -- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others gotlto the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove
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in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.
Back to her life.

We are also here to honor the late John Bankston of Dallas.
On July 17, 1987, a church bus and a van carrying 43 people from
a children’s camp were swept into the currents of the Guadalupe
River in Kerr County, Texas. Pounding waves scattered the group
and toppled the bus and van.

The youngsters who survived clung to branches and fdrmed a
human chain to cross the river. 'One of them was Jeff Bowman, who
had a cast on his leg from a bréken ankle. John carried Jeff on
his back for two hours, until they reached a tree. Jeff let go
and grabbed a log that was floating downstream. John clung to
the tree, and was nevér seen again. He was l1l7-years-old. Rosie,
John, we know that a parent’s grief is a special hardship. But
we hope that your grief is tempered by pride, pride in your hero,
your son John. ((PAUSE))

In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, an armed student walked into the
English class of San Gabriel High School; and seVenty students
suddenly became seventy hostages. One of them is with us today.
He is Ruben Ortega. This ‘'young man threw his life into the
balance. And because of his bravery, his classmates are safe and

well today.
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When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero
is about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will
Roger’s wry humor is belied by his own life, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.

We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age-18, Freddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets. It was out of class that Freddy persuaded young people,
often drop-outs, to enlist in drug and AIDS prevention programs.

I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to others. By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Students-Against-Drunk-Driving,
and many other activities.

Sean Fox of Ethel, Washington, is another young American who

cares enough to act. He organized a food bank for Toledo,
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Washington; and involved his parents, mayor, school principal and
other community leaders in the drive. Because of Sean’s work,
the food bank serves more than eighty families in need.

Vicki Lynn Urich ((YOUR-ich)) of Alvin, Texas, has dedicated
her efforts to cleaning up local beaches and restoring dunes
along the Texas Coast. She also started a nationwide aluminum
can drive to restore the Battleship Texas, and has been a leader
in many other projects.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone
from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy, John, Sean and
Vicki know something very profound -- that it is in the daily
accumulation of small acts of kindness, that life can improved.
And often, lives can be saved.

Let me offer one last thought. Sometimes we lose sight of
the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their best to
better this world. So for those who worry about the future,
perhaps they should consider these four young Americans. You and
I know that in the future, our country will be in good hands,
because it will be in their hands.

And now, it is my honor to present all of you with your

Young American medals.
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( (Acknowledgements)) Attorney-Genefal Thornburgh -- Dick --
ﬁirector Sessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White
House. It will be my honor to bestow, in just a moment, the
Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service.

A great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know these minutes of
bravery// minutes where terrible events seem to occur in slow
motion// minutes facing death and challenging eternity.

One of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Brdvery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ( (Camp-PAN-
no-lee)), and she attends the ((grade)) at ((school)) in
Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her brother Bryan,
and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth, 1988.
Three Japanese tourists -- a man, his wife and their little boy -
- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove
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in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.
Back to her 1life.

((Look to Angela)) Angela, there is a family in Japan that
will always remember what you did for them. And in turn, we want
you to always remember this ceremony. I cannot cut these flowers
and offer them to you. But I want you to know, Angela, that
today every flower in this Rose Garden is for you. ((PAUSE))

In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, a student armed with an assault
rifle walked into the English class of San Gabriel High School;
and seventy students suddenly became seventy hostages. One of
them is with us today. He is Ruben Ortega.

Ruben waited, watching for the right moment. After more
than half an hour, the assailant relaxed for just an instant.

And in that instant,~Ruben threw his life into the balance.
Ruben disarmed the gunman, wrestled him to the ground -- and kept
him down until the police arrived.

((Look to Ruben.)) 'Ruben, I don’t mean to embarrass you --
but you are a true American hero. You remind me of a few guys I
had the privilege of serving with in the war. And though we are.
not at war today, this country will always be safe because of
young men like you. (PAUSE)) |

When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero

is about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will



—-

3

Roger’s wry humor is belied by his biography, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. Aand that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.

We have with us freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Ffeddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets.

I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to other. By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Students-Against-Drunk-Driving,
and many other activities.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone
from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy and John know
something very profound -- that in the daily accumulation of

small acts of kindness, lives can be saved.
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Let me offer one last thought. We see on the news and in
the movies how a few young people go bad. But perhaps we’ve lost
sight of the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their
best to better this world. So for those who worry about the
future, pérhaps they should consider these four young Americans.
You and I know that in the future, our country will be in good
hands, because it will be in their hands.

And now, it is my honor -- Angela, Ruben, Freddy and John --

to present you with your Young American medals.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 18, 1989

Memorandum to Chriss Winston

From: Austen Furse
Subject: Young American Medal Draft Speech
pg. 3, para. 1, line 1 "But Will Roger's [note typol wry humor

is belied by his biography, a man who lightened the worries of
the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill."

This seems slightly awkward in its phrasing. The second ,
clause of the sentence is a bit of a non-sequitur in that wr
humor is not belied by lightening worries. Also, the use of/ the
word "biography" here could cause confusion if it is taken,/as it
usually is, to mean a life story that has been put in writdng.

If the point is to gently take issue with Rogers's quip,
then we suggest something like: "But Will Rogers's own life
belied his wisecrack. He was, in a way, a kind of long-term hero
-- spending a whole lifetime lightening the worries of millions
during the Great Depression. It's a safe bet that his constant
hopefulness spawned, in turn, not a few heros who carried on
long after their original example had left."

3,5,2 "But Freddy and John know something very profound --
that in the daily accumulation of small acts of kindness, lives
can be saved."

A profound point; we wonder if the line would be helifd by
saying, "...that it is in the daily accumulation..., that ves
are often saved."

#h#
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. ((Acknowledgements) ) Attorney-Genefal Thornburgh -- Dick --
ﬁirector Sessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White
House. It will-be my honor to bestow, in just a moment, the
Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service.

A great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know these mihutes of
bravery// minutes where terrible events seem to occur in slow
motion// minutes facing death and challenging eternity.

| One of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Bra&ery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ( (Camp-PAN-
no-lee)), and she attends the ((grade)) at ((school)) in
Washington.State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her brother Bryan,
and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth, 1988.
Three Japanese tourists -- a»man, his wife and their little boy -
- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove
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in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.
Back to her life.
((Look to Angela)) Angela, there is a family in Japan that

will always remember what you did for them. And in turn, we want

you to always remember this ceremony. F-eanmot cut these flowers—
and offer them-to—yeu. But I want you to know, Angela, that
today every flower in this Rose Garden is for you. ((PAUSE))
In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, a student armed with an assault
rifle walked into the English élass of San Gabriel High School;
and seventy students suddenly became seventy hostages. One of
‘E §them is with us today. He is Ruben Ortega.
* Ruben waited, watching for the right momént. After more
\§§ than half an hour, the assailant relaxed for just an instant.
fg d in that instant, Ruben threw his life into the balance.
// Ruben disarmed the gunman, wrestled him to the ground -- and kept
im down until the police arrived.
(Look to Ruben.)) Ruben, I don’t mean to embarrass you --
but you are a true American hero. You remind me of a few guys I

S? had the privilege of serving with in the war. And though we are

at war today, this country will always be safe because of
young men like you. (PAUSE))
When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero

is \about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will

ofe 4 R
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Roger’s wry humor is belied by his biography, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. 1It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.

We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Freddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets. l“\?')/\) Aol bt Lo it -7 |

I have said that from now on, in America,|any definition of
a successful life must include service to oth g§: By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Students-Against-Drunk-Driving,
and many other activities.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone
from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy and John know
something very profound -- that in the daily accumulation of

small acts of kindness, lives can be saved.



4 IV
Let me offer one last thought. WeSseeomthe—news—andin

the—movies how—a—few—young peopte—go—bad. Bu;—éirhaps—weLueuZ§Eﬁy— E

sight of the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their

best to better this world. So for those who worry about the

" future, perhaps they should consider these four young Americans.

You and I know that in the future, our country will be in good
hands, because it will be in their hands.
And now, it is my honor -- Angela, Ruben, Freddy and John --,

to present you with your Young American medals.



Document No. 072736SS

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

9/13/89 9/XP/89 4:00 PM
DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAL
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT a { MCCLURE J 0
SUNUNU m) / NEWMAN o, QO
SCOWCROFT O O  PORTER / 0
DARMAN / O  STUDDERT / a
BATES Uye’ O UNTERMEYER o o
ROGERS /
BREEDEN a a a
CARD o of woston a o
CICCONI o &/ PBINKERTON / |
DEMAREST { O PETERSMEYER ll O
FITZWATER (] M a a
GRAY ( =) o g
HAGIN a a a a
REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winstonn Rm. 122,
x2930, no later than 4:00 PM, Monday, September 1g” with a copy
to my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE:
A
%
Q \ James W. Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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( (Acknowledgements)) Attorney-Genefal Thornburgh -- Dick --
birector Sessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White
House. It will be ﬁy honor to bestow, in just a moment, the
Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service.

A great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know the?e minutes of
bravery// minutes where terrible events seem to occur in slow
motion// minutes facing death and challenging eternity.

One of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Brévery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ((Camp-PAN-
no-lee)), and she attends the ((grade)) at ((sc@ool)) in
Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, hér brother Bryan,
and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth, 1988.
Three Japanese tourists -- a man, his wife and their little boy -
- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove



2
in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.
Back to her life.

((Look to Angela)) Angela, there is a family in Japan that
will always remember what you did for them. And in turn, we want
you to always remember this ceremony. I cannot cut these flowers
and offer them to you. But I want you to know, Angela, that
today every flower in this Rose Garden is for you. ((PAUSE))

In California, a different kind of tragedy almost ocqurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, a student armed with an-assauit-
rifle walked into the English class of San Gabriel High School;
and seventy students suddenly became seventy hostages. One of
them is with us today. He is Ruben Ortega.

Ruben waited, watching for the right moment. After more
than half an hour, the assailant relaxed for just an instant.

And in that instant, Ruben threw his life into the balance.
Ruben disarmed the gunman, wrestled him to the ground -- and kept
him down until the police arrived.

((Look to Ruben.)) Ruben, I don’t mean to embarrass you --
but you are a true American hero. You remind me of a few guys I
had the privilege of serving with in the war. And though we are
not at war today, this country will always be safe because of
young men like you. (PAUSE))

When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero

is about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will
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Roger’s wry humor is belied by his biography, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.
So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.
Néi}j?»y We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
dtjp At age 18, Freddy spent countless hours as a ;ggimieader,

R0p>Q§;_ inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and

Uk\S% learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets.

I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to other. By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Students-Against-Drunk-Driving,
and many other activities.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone

from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy and John know
something very profound -- that in the daily accumulation of

small acts of kindness, lives can be saved.
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Let me offer one last thought. We see on the news and in
the movies how a few young people go bad. But perhaps we’ve lost
sight of the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their
best to better this world. So for those who worry about the
future, perhaps they should consider these four young Americans.
You and I know that in the future, our country will be in good
hands, because it will be in their hands.

And now, it is my honor -- Angela, Ruben, Freddy and John --

to present you with your Young American medals.



Davis/Martin
Sept. 14, 1989
Draft: Two
Title: Hero

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: YOUNG AMERICAN MEDAL, ROSE GARDEN
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( (Acknowledgements)) Attorney-General Thornburgh -- Dick --
Director Sessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White

House. It will be my honor to bestow, in just a moment, the

. Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal

for Service.
A great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero

is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes

longer. - Two young people with us today know these minutes of

bravery// minutes where terrible events seem. to occur in slow
motion// minutes facing death and challenging eternity.

One of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Bravery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ( (Camp-PAN-

no-lee)), and she attends the ((grade)) at ((school)). in

‘Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her brother Bryan,

‘and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth, 1988.

Three Japanese tourists -- a man, his wife and their little boy -
- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got éaught in a énrrent, and startedvgd
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashea into the rough‘éuff to
rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove
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in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water; Her.
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family. |
Back to her life. |

(kLook to Angela)) Angela, there is a family in Japan that
will always remember wha£ you did for them. And in turn, we want
you to,“always remember this ceremony. I cannot cut these flowers
and offer them to you; But I want you to know, Angela, that
today every flower in this Rose Garden is for you. ((PAUSE))
| In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, a student armed with an assault
rifle walked into the English élass of San Gabriel High School;
and seventy-studénts suddenly became seventy hostages. Onerf
them is,with us today. He is Ruben Ortega.

Ruben waited, watéhing for,thé right moment. After‘more"
. than half an hourq_the assailant relaxed for jusf an instant.
And in that instant, Ruben threw his life into the balance.
Ruben disarmed the guﬁman, wrésﬁled him to the gfound -~ and kept
him down*until»the police arrived. |

((Look to Ruben.)) Ruben, I don’t mean to embarrass you --
but you éie a true American‘hero. You remind me of a fe& guys I
had ﬁhe privilege of sefving.with in the war. And though we are
not at war today, this country will always be safe because of
young.men like you. (PAUSE))'

When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hefo

is about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will
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Roger;s wry humor is belied by his biography, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. It’s a matter of months ané years of giving.
It’s a habit, é habit of the heart. And-that.is th we givé the
Young American Medal for Service.

We have with us Freddy Torrés of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Freddy‘épent count;ess hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets.

I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to othef. By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in mahy ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop withvlearniné and other disabled Scoqts as members;
as a fund—raisef for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollaré; as a leader of Students~-Against-Drunk-Driving,
.and many other activitieé.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone
from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy and'Joﬁn.knbﬁ'~
something very profpund -- that in the daily accumulation of

small acts of kindness, lives can be saved.
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Let me offer one last_thought. We see on the news and in
the movies how a few young people go bad. But perhaps we’ve lost
sight of the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their
best to better this world. So for those who worry about the
future, perhaps they should consider these_four young Americans.
You and.I know -that in the future, our c0un£ry will be in good
hands, because it will be in their hands.

And now, it is my honor -- Angela, Ruben, Freddy and John --

to present you with your Young American medals.
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( (Acknowledgements)) Attorney-General Thornburgh SiBigees
Director Sessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White
House. It will be my honor to bestow, in just a moment, the
Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service.

A great writer, M pedieyesitwewas Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know these minutes of
bravery// minutes where terrible events seem to occur in slow
motion// minutes facing death and challenging eternity.

One of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Brdvery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ((Camp-PAN-
no-lee)), and she attends the ((grade)) at ((school)) in
Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her brother Bryan,
and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth, 1988.
Three Japanese -ourists -- a man, his wife and their little boy -
- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove
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in, swam to the Qoman, and held her head above water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.

life.

((Look to Angela)) Angela, there is a family in Japan that
will always remember what you did for them. And in turn, we want
you always fremember this ceremony. I cannot cut these flowers
and offer them to you. But I want you to know, Angela, that
today every flower in this Rose Garden is for you. ((PAUSE))

In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, a student armed with an assault
rifle walked into the English class of San Gabriel High School;
and seventy students suddenly became seventy hostages. One of
them is with us today. He is Ruben Ortega.

Ruben waited, watching for the right moment. After more
than half an hour, the assailant relaxed for just an instant.
And in that instant, Ruben threw his life into the balance.
Ruben disarmed the gunman, wrestled him to the ground -- and kept
him down until the police arrived.

((Look to Ruben.)) Ruben, I don’t mean to embarrass you --
but you are a true American hero. You remind me of a few guys I
had the privilege of serving with in the war. And though we are

not at war today, this country will always be safe because of '.’LL Lftﬂ(’

Oc young men like you. (PAUSE))
When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero

is about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will
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Roger’s wry humor is~belied by his biography, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.

We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Freddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets. fgrvﬂfj

I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include i otheé:> By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a funqugzzzfgfor Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Students-Against-Drunk-Driving,
and many other activities.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone
from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy and John know

something very profound -- that in the daily accumulation of

small acts of kindness, lives can be saved.
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Let me offer bﬁe’last thought. We see on the news and in
the movies how a few young people go bad. But perhaps we’ve lost
sight of the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their
best to better this world. So for those who worry about the
future, perhaps they should consider these four young Americans.
You and I know that in the future, our couﬁtry will be in good
hands, because it will be in their hands.

And now, it is my honor -- Angela, Ruben, Freddy and John --

to present you with your Young American medals.
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cc: James W. Cicconi
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( (Acknowledgements)) Attorney—Genefal Thornburgh -- Dick --
ﬁirector Sessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White
House. It will be my honor to bestow, in just a moment, the
Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service.

A great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know these minutes of
bravery// minutes where terrible events seem to occur in slow
motion// minutes facing death and challenging eternity.

One'of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Brévery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ((Camp-PAN-
no-lee)), and she attends the ((grade)) at ((school)) in
Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her brother Bryan,
and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth, 1988.
Three Japahese tourists -- a man, his wife and their little boy -
- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was

drégged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove
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in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.
Back to her life.

((Look to Angela)) Angela, there is a family in Japan that
willAalways remember what you did for them. And in turn, we want
you to always remember this ceremony. I cannot cut these flowers
and offer them to you. But I want you to know, Angela, that
today every flower in this Rose Garden is for you. ((PAUSE))

In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, a student armed with an assault
rifle walked into the English class of San Gabriel High School;
and seventy students suddenly became seventy hostageé. One of
them is with us today. He is Ruben Ortega.

Ruben waited, watching for the right moment. After more
than half an hour, the assailant relaxed for just an instant.

And in that instant,'Ruben threw his life into the balance.
Ruben disarmed the gunman, wrestled him to the ground -- and kept
him down'until the police arrived.

((Look to Ruben.)) Ruben, I don’t mean to embarrass you --
but you are a true American hero. You remind me of a few guYé*I
had the privilege of serving with in the war. And though we éfe
‘not at war today, this country will always be safe because of
young men like you. (PAUSE))

When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero

is about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will
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Roger’s wry humor is belied by his biography, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. 1It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It's a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.

We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Freddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Fréddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets.

I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to other? By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Bby
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Students-Against-Drunk-Driving,
and many other activities.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone
from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy and John know
something very profound -- that in the daily accumulation of

small acts of kindness, lives can be saved.
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4
Let me offer one last thought. We see on the news and in
the movies how a few young people go bad. But perhaps we’ve lost
sight of the vast majority of &oung Americans who are doing their

best to better this world. So for those who worry about the

future, perhaps they should consider these four young Americans.

You and I know that in the future, our country will be in good
hands, because it will be in their hands.
And now, it is my honor -- Angela, Ruben, Freddy and John --

to present you with your Young American medals.
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FROM: BRENT O. HATC
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SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks -- Young American Medal

At the request of James Cicconi, Counsel's office has reviewed
the above-referenced draft. We have no legal objections to these
remarks.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this matter.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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( (Acknowledgements)) Attorney—Genefal Thornburgh -- Dick --
ﬁirectorvSessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White
House. It will be my honor to bestow, in just a moment, the
Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service.

o A‘great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone élse; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know these minutes of
bravery// minutes where terrible events seem to occur in slow
motion// minutes faéing death and challenging eterhity.

One of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Brévery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ((Camp-PAN-
no-lee)), and she attends the ((grade)) at ((school)) in ,
Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her brother Bryan,
and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth, 1988f
Three Japanese tourists -- a man, his wife and their little boy -
- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. .Hié parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others gbt to the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove
(
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in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.
Back to her life.

((Look to Angela)) Angela, there is a family in Japan that
will always remember what you did for them. And in turn, we want
you to always remember this ceremony. I cannot cut these flowers
and offer them to you. But I want you to know, Angela, that
today every flower in this Rose Garden is for you. ((PAUSE))

In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, a student armed with an assault
rifle walked into the English class of San Gabriel High School;
and seventy students suddenly became seventy hostages. One of
them is with us today. He is Ruben Ortega.

Ruben waited, watching for the right moment. After more
than half an hour, the assailant relaxed for juét an instant.

And in that instant, Ruben threw his life into the balance.
Ruben disarmed the gunman, wrestled him to the ground -- and kept
him down until the police arrived.

((Look-to Ruben.)) Ruben, I don’t mean to embarrass you --
but you are a true American hero. You remind me of a few guys I
had the privilege of serving with in the war. And though we are
not at war today, this country will always be safe because of
young men like you. (PAUSE))

When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero

is about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will
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Roger’s wry humor is belied by his biography, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.

We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Freddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets.

I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to other. By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, When he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Students-Against-Drunk-Driving,
and many other activities.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone
from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy and John know
something very profound -- that in the daily accumulation of

small acts of kindness, lives can be saved.
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Let me offer one last thought. We see on the news and in
the movies how a few young people go bad. But perhaps we’'ve lost
sight of the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their
best to better this world. So for those who worry about the
fﬁture, perhaps they should consider these four young Americans. -
You and I know that in the future, our country will be in good
hands, because it will be in their hands. |

And now, it is my honor -- Angela, Ruben, Freddy and John --

to present you with your Young American medals.
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( (Acknowledgements)) Attorney-General Thornburgh -- Dick --

Director Sessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White

House. It will be my honor to bestow, in just a moment, the

Young American Medal for Bravery; and the Young American Medal
for Service.

A great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know these minutes of
bravery// minutes where terrible events seem to occur in slow
motion// minutes facing death and challenging etern;ty.

One of the recipients of a Young American Medal for Brévery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ((Camp-PAN-
no-lee)), and she attends the ((grade)) at ((school)) in
Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her brother Bryan,
and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth, 1988.
Three Japanese tourists -- a man, his wife and their little boy -
- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to
panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to
rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was

dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove
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in, swam to the woman, and held her head abové water. Her
brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.
Back to her life.

((Look to Angela)) Angela, there is a family in Japén that
will always remember what you did for them. And in turn, we want
you to always remember this ceremony. I cannot cut these flowers
and offer them to you. But I want you to know, Angela, that
today every flower in this Rose Garden is for you. ((PAUSE))

In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, a student armed with an assault
rifle walked into the English class of San Gabriel High School;
and seventy students suddenly became seventy hostages. One of
them is with us today; He is Ruben Ortega.

" Ruben waited, watching for the right moment. After more
than half an hour, the assailant relaxed for just an instant.
And in that instant, Ruben threw his lifé into the balance.
Ruben disarmed the gunman, wrestled him to the ground -- and kept
him down until the police arrived.

((Look to Ruben.)) Ruben, I don’t mean to embarrass you =--

but you are a true American hero. You remind me of a few guys I

had the privilege of serving with in the war. And though we are
not at war today, this country will always be safe because of
young men like you. (PAUSE))

When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero

is about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will
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Roger’s wry humor is belied by his biography, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
matter of minutes. It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Medal for Service.

We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Freddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets.

I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to other. By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
aﬁout as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muscular Dystrophy, bringing in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Students-Against-Drunk-Driving,
and many other activities.

These services may not be as dramatic as pulling someone
from the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy and John know
something very profound -- that in the daily accumulation of

small acts of kindness, lives can be saved.



4

Let me offer one last thought. We see on the news and in
the movies how a few young people go bad. But perhaps we’ve lost
sight of the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their
best to better this world. So for those who worry about the
future, perhaps they should consider these four young Americans.
You and I know that in the future, our country will be in good
hands, because it will be in their hands.

And now, it is my honor -- Angela, Ruben, Freddy and John --

to present you with your Young American medals.
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( (Acknowledgements)) Attorney-General Thornburgh -- Dick --
Director Sessions and my young friends. Welcome to the White
House.

<__,//’//i; great writer, I believe it was Emerson, said that a hero
is no braver than anyone else; only brave for five minutes
longer. Two young people with us today know these minutes of
bravery// minutes where terrible events seém to occur in slow
motion// minutesdgé’facéh eath and challengéPZéernity.

One of the recipients of a Youné American Medal for Bravery
is twelve years old. She is Angela Marie Campanoli ((Camp-PAN-
no-lee)), and she attends the ((grade)j at ((school)) in
Washington State. Angela, her mother Yvonne, her brother Bryan,
and a friend, were at the beach in Maui on October fifth, 1988.
Three Japanese tourists -- a man, his wife and their little boy -
- were also at that same beach, that same day.

The Japanese child got caught in a current, and started to

panic. His parents, seeing this, dashed into the rough surf to

//

rescue him. Others got to the child first. But the mother was
dragged by a relentless current, out to sea. Angela quickly dove
in, swam to the woman, and held her head above water. Her

brother, Bryan, was also right there. And together, Bryan and
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Angela brought the woman back to shore. Back to her family.
Back to her life.

((Look to Angela)) Angela, there is a family in Japan that
will always remember what you did for them. And in turn, we want
you to always remember this ceremony. [E:Fannot pull these

A;yﬁ:/’,,iiowers from the ground and offer them tg_éé}} But I want you to
e know, Angela, that today every flower in this Rose Garden is for
you. ((PAUSE))

In California, a different kind of tragedy almost occurred.
On April twenty-sixth, 1988, a student armed with an assault
rifle walked into the English class of San Gabriel High School;
and seventy students suddenly became seventy hostages. One of
them is with us today. He is Ruben Ortega.

Ruben waited, watching for the right moment. After more
than half an hour, the assailant relaxed for just an instan?.

And in that instant, Ruben threw his life into the balance.
Ruben disarmed the gunman, wrestled him to the ground -- and kept
him down until the police arrived. |

((Look to Ruben.)) Ruben, I don’t mean to embarrass you --
but you are a true American hero. You remind me of a few guys I
had the privilege of serving with in the war.” And though we are
not at war today, this country will always be safe because of
young men like you. (PAUSE)) !

When I was Ruben’s age, Will Rogers said that being a hero

is about the shortest-lived profession on earth.// But Will
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Roger’s wry humor is belied by his biography, a man who lightened
the worries of the Great Depression with laughter and goodwill.

So for some, bringing hope and even saving lives is not a
qﬁatter of minutes. It’s a matter of months and years of giving.
It’s a habit, a habit of the heart. And that is why we give the
Young American Médal for Service.

We have with us Freddy Torres of East Boston High School.
At age 18, Freddy spent countless hours as a peer leader,
inspiring hundreds of young people to stay away from drugs and
learn about the dangers of AIDS. And Freddy went beyond the
classroom, taking his message where it is needed most -- to the
streets.

I have said that from now on, in America, any definition of
a successful life must include service to other. By this
definition, John Philip Donovan of River Vale, New Jersey, is
about as successful as you can be. Last year, when he was 17,
John served his community in many ways: As a leader of a Boy
Scout Troop with learning and other disabled Scouts as members;
as a fund-raiser for Muécular Dystrophy, brinding in sixty-five
hundred dollars; as a leader of Stﬁdents-Against-Drunk—Driving,
and many other activities.

These services/gggynot%as dramatic as pulling someone from
the surf, or subduing a gunman. But Freddy and John know

something very profound -- that in the daily accumulation of

small acts of kindness, lives can be saved.
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Let me offer one last thought. We see on the news and in
the movies how a few young people go bad. But perhaps we’ve lost
sight of the vast majority of young Americans who are doing their
best to better this world. So for those who worry about the
future, perhaps they should consider these four young Americans.
You and I know that in the future, our country will be in good
hands, because it will be in their hands.

And now, it is my honor -- Angela, Ruben, Freddy and John --

to present you with your Young American medals.



