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PRESIDENTIAL MAGAZINE ARTiCLE: IEE_HAIIQEAL_A§§QQLAZLQH_
OF SECONDARY SCHOOL
PRINCIP%LS' MAGAZINE

As we enter the next decade, we have much for which to be
thankful. America is at peace and we are enjoying the longest
peacetime economic expanéion in our history. But too many
Americans -- Dropouts, drug users, unwed pregnant teens, AIDS
victims, the homeless, hungry, unemploygd or loneiy -- exist in
want and isolation. Each one of these desperate people is
free-falling through society, as their communities, disintegrate
around them.

We must take action, because it is morally right, and
because America's continuea strength and global competitiveness
demand it. While government's role is critically important,
government alone can never meet this challenge. For what
millions of'Americans need most is notlahother government
program, but a set of meaningful relationships to give them hope
|

for the future.

i

|
Here is where you come in. As secondary school principals,

you have enormous influence over the héarts and minds of

America's greatest resource, our younggpeople. Whether our

future as a nation is bright or dim depends entirely upon the
kind of men and women our young people?become.
Much has been said over the years?about the seemingly

boundless energy, enthusiasm and idealism of young people. Your

challenge is to harness this and channél it in a productive

i

direction. You can teach the young that the way to find what



of

they are seeking in life, namely meaning and adventure, is
through serving others. You can teach fhem that from now on in
America any definition of a successful iife must include serving
others. i

| Now that the school year has begunﬂ your school can begin to
make a lasting contribution to those in need in your community.
Not far from your school, there is an illiterate man of_woman who
would like to learn to read. Not far from your school there is a
homeless family that needs food, clothipg,and shelter. Not far

from your school there is a pregnant teen who has left school and

needs a friend, someone who cares. And these are all needs that

can be met by the young people in your schools. Challenge them

to make a difference in someone else's life.
In closing, let me recall the words of the poet Emerson,

"The greatest gift is a portion of thyéelf". As I have said

before, all young people have gifts to give and America needs

these gifts now. Perhaps the greatest;gift you can give to the
young people whose lives you touch thi% year is the conviction
that a successful life is a life of service to others.

Best wishes for a productive and rewarding school year.

!
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE
i
WASHINGTON;

!
OCTOBER 13, 19%9

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON(\~
FROM: MARY KATE GRANT (V fef Q\\\L(?)(
SUBJECT: PROPOSED ARTICLE FOR LEADER MAGAZINE

Attached for your approval is an article to be published in

The National Association of Secondary School Principals'

magazine. This is at the request of the Office of National
Service. -



7]

U

f
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY
- SCHOOL PRINCTPALS' MAGAZINE

1

As we enter the next céntury, we h?vevmuch for which to be
thankful. America is at peace and we a?e enjoying the longest
peacetime economic expansion in our his%ory. But too many
Americans -- Dropouts, drug users, unwe@ pregnant teens, .AIDS
victims, the homeless, hungry, unemploy%d or lonely -- exist in
want and isolation. Each one of these aesperate people is free
falling through society, as their commubities, disintegrate
around them. §

We must take action, because it isvmorally right, and o
because America's continued strength ang global competitiveness
demand it. While government's role is ;ritically important,
government alone can never meet this ch?llenge. For what
millions of Americans need most‘is not énother.govefnment
program, but a set of meaningfpl relatiPnships to give them hope
for thejfuture.

Here is where you come in. As sec§ndary school principals,
you have enormous influence over the he?rts and minds of
America's greatest resource, our young geople. Whether our
future as a nation is bright or dim dep%nds entirely upon the

kind of men and women our young people pecome.
|

|
Much has been said over the years about the seemingly
1

boundless energy, enthusiasm and ideali%m of young people. Your‘

' §d idealish
challenge is to harness this energy, enthusiasm a\g‘igfﬁzzfé)and

7

channel it in a productive direction. You can teach the young

that the way to find what they are seeklng in life, namely
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meaning and adventure, is through servi%g others. You can teach
l

them that from now on in America any définition of a successful

life must include serving others.

| .
Now that the school year has begun, your school can begin to

make a lasting contribution to those ié need in your community.
Not far from your school, there is an ﬂlliterate man or woman who
would like to learn to read. Not far from your school there is a
homeless family that needs food, cloth%ng and shelter. Not far

from your school there is a pregnant téen who has left school and

needs a friend, someone who cares. And these are all needs that

PR

can be met by the young people in your schools. 4Cha11enge them
to make a difference in someone else'silife.

In closing, let me recall the words of the poet Emerson,
"The greatest gift is a portion of thyself". As I have said
before, all young people have gifts tofgive and America needs
these gifts now. Perhaps the greatestégift you can give to the
young people whose lives you touch this year is the conviction

that a successful life is a life of service to others.

|
Best wishes for a productive and rewarding school year.
]' .
Sincerely, |

George Bush;
i
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The Greatest Giﬁt

|
By George Bush

As we enter the next decade, we ha?e much for which to be
thankful. America is at peace and we a#e enjoying the longest

: : ST .|
peacetime economic expansion in our history. But too many
{

Americans --)ﬁxopouts, drug users, unweé pregnant teens, AIDS
victims, the homeless, hungry, unemployed or lonely -- exist in
want and isolation. Each one of these desperate people is
free-falling througﬁ society, as their communitieffkdisintegrate
around them.

We must take action, because it is morally right, and
because America's continued strength and global competitiveness
demand it. While government's role is icritically important,
government alone can never meet this cﬁallenge. For what
millions of Americans need most is not?another government
program, but a set of meaningful‘relationships to give them hope
for the future. |

Here is where you come in. As seéondary school principals,
you have enormous influence over the héarts and minds of
Anmerica's greatest resource, our young;people. Whether our
future as a nation is bright-or dim deﬁends entirely upon the
kind of men and women our young peopleébecome.

Much has been said over the years;about the seemingly
boundless‘energy, enthusiasm and idealism of young people. Your
challenge is to harness this and channél it in a productive

direction. You can teach the young that the way to find what
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they are seeking in life, namely meaning and adventure, is

through serving others. You can teach #hem that from now on in
America any definition of a successful iife must include serving
others. I

Now that the school year has begun} your school can begin to
make a lasting contribution to those in?need in your community.
Not far from your school, there is an illiterate man or woman who
would like to learn to read. Not far from your school there is a
homeless family that needs food, clothihg and shelter. Not far
from your school there is a pregnant teen who has left school and
needs a friend, someone who cares. And:these are all needs that
can be met by the young people in your schools. Challenge them
to make a difference in someone else's 1life.

In closing, let me recall the wor@s of the poet Emerson;

"The greatest gift is a portion of thyself". As I have said

before, all young people have gifts toggive and America needs

these gifts now. Perhaps the greatestfgift you can give to the

young people whose lives you touch this year is the conviction
that a successful life is a life of sefvice to others.

Best wishes for a productive and rewarding school year.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 17, 1989

TO: CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: MARY KATE GRANT 7’{1%

RE: LEADER MAGAZINE

Kristen Gear asked me for a few suggestions
for a title for the attached piece, so
here they are:

"Challenge our young people to make a
difference"

"All young people have gifts to give"

—nb-uccessful.life is a life of service"
"The éreatest élft ive'"

T

marmetin e
Tt e B———

/ Once you choose a title, however, I don't
,/ have a contact at the magazine (or even
[ a phone number for them) because I have
/ no background info on this one. For some
reason it went to the President under my
name with the initials signed by someone
else -- after I had not written it or had
anything to do with it. Needless to say,
I am upset that this happened. The Office
of National Service has all the paperwork

on it.
ot
\/U S /__-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

OCTOBER 13, 198|9

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON(M-
FROM: MARY KATE GRANT (0™ [uf \N@/{
SUBJECT: PROPOSED ARTICLE FOR LEADER MAGAZINE

Attached for your approval is an article to be published in

‘The National Association of Secondary School Principals'

magazine. This is at the request of the Office of National
Service.
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o merien 0 ut Eéﬂ;ury; we have much for which to be

thankful. America is at peace and we are enjoying the longest
peacetime economic expansion in our history. But too many
Americans -- Dropouts, drug users, unwed pregnant teens, AIDS
victims, the homeless, hungry, unemployed or lonely -- exist in
want and isolation. Each one of these desperate people is free»
falling through society, as their communities, disintegrate
around them.

We must take action, because it is morally right, and
because America's continued strength and global competitiveness
demand it. While government's role is critically important,
government alone can never meet this challenge. For what
millions of Americans need most is not another government
program, but a set of meaningful relationships to give them hope
for the future.

Here is where you come in. As secondary school principals,
you have enormous influence over the hearts and minds of
America's greatest resource, our young people. Whether our
future as a nation is bright or dim depends entirely upon the
kind of men and women our young people become.

Much has been said over the years about the seemingly
boundless energy, enthusiasm and idealism of young people. Your
challenge is to harness this[?nergy, enthusiasm and idealisg and
channel it in a productive direction. You can teach the yézkg

that the way to find what they are seeking in life, namely



meaning and adventure, is through serving others. You can teach
them that from now on in America any definition of a successful
life must include serving others.

Now that the school year has begun, your school can begin to
make a lasting contribution to those in need in your community.
Not far from your school, there is an illiterate man or woman who
would like to learn to read. Not far from your school there is a
homeless family that needs food, clothing and shelter. Not far
from your school there is a pregnant teen who has left school and
needs a friend, someone who cares. And these are all needs that
can be met by the young people in your schools. Challenge them
to make a difference in someone else's life.

In closing, let me recall the words of the poet Emerson,
"The greatest gift is a portion of thyself". As I have said
before, all young people have gifts to give and America needs
these gifts now. Perhaps the greatest gift you can give to the
young people whose lives you touch this year is the conviction
that a successful life is a life of service to others.

Best wishes for a productive and rewarding school year.

/

‘sincerely,

George' Bush

L



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 28, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
COMMUNICATIONS

FROM : AMY L. SCHWARTz/hf5
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Message: NASSP Magazine

I have reviewed the message for Counsel's office. Although I
have no legal objections to it, I have two policy-based comments.

First, the last two sentences of the first paragraph seem much
too melodramatic. I strongly recommend replacing the phrase "are
enduring a waking nightmare of want and isolation" with something
calmer, like: "exist in want and isolation." I would also
delete the references in the last sentence of the paragraph to
"free falling through society" and to the disintegration of
communities. In fact, the paragraph would be improved by
omitting the sentence altogether.

\/Second, the message could be stronger if it included a request to
,principals to act as leaders in improving education in their own
.schools. A school's effectiveness is largely the result of the
principal's role. This is an important message to put across.
(You can consult the Office of Planning, Budget and Evaluation at
the Department of Education if more information on this would be
useful.)

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

cc: James W. Cicconi, Jr.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM \

pate:  2/27/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: _NOON, THURS. SEPT 28
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY
SIRIBCT: SCHOOL PRINCIPALS' MAGAZINE - LEADER
ACTION FYI ACTIQH FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 V MCCLURE j |
SUNUNU o { NEWMAN = [P
SCOWCROFT O O  PORTER J 0
DARMAN / O  STUDDERT | [
BATES # 0O  UNTERMEYER o o
BREEDEN 0 O 2 BNIUR o B |
CARD 0 { it o v
CICCONI . / R o, ¥
DEMAREST / @, SRl “ o
FITZWATER 0 J — o O
GRAY \/ Q - o O
HAGIN o O o O
REMARKS:

Please provide comments/edits directly to Chriss Winston,
Room 122, x2930, with a copy to my office by NOON, THURS. SEPT. 28.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:

Mc\ : James W. Cicconi

9;‘8 Assistant to the President
‘Y\ and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

September 28, 1989

MEMORANDUM

TO: Denise Schwarz
Office of Cabinet Affairs

FROM: Chino Chapa &2 fo CC.
Acting Chief of  Staff

RE: Presidential Message - Leader

As re&i:jtod, the following are our suggested changes:

Page 1l:\/ Second paregraph, first line should read: "We must take
action, because it is morally right and because

America's continued. . ."

Third paragreph, first line: Replace "Here is where you
\ come in," with "What about your responsibilities and

role?"
Page 2: ; Second paragraph, sixth line which begins: ". . .from
your school. . ." -- Replace "drop-out who" with "teen

who has left school and"

400 MARYLAND AVE, 8W. WASHINGTON, DC. 20302-0100

P 8 'V2PNAT L dIT A ANMVYVILIVUDAS % g T e R B EoYS



PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASéOCIATION OF SECONDARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPA@S' MAGAZINE - LEADER

i

As we enter the next century, we ﬂave much for which to be

thankful. America is at peace and we ére enjoying the longest

. . s . |
peacetime economic expansion in our history. But too many

: . |
Americans - dropouts, drug users, unwe@ pregnant teens, AIDS

victims, the homeless, hungry, unemplo§ed or lonely - are
enduring a waking nightmare of want ana isolation. Each one of

. ' | . .
these desperate people is free falling through society, as their
. |

|
communities, disintegrate around them. |
|

We must take action, not only becguse it is morally right,
|

but because America's continued strengﬁh and global
competitiveness demand it. While gove%nment's role is critically

l

important, government alone can never‘heet this challenge. For
. . . .
what millions of Americans need most i

s not another governﬁent
program; but a set of meaningful relaﬁionships to give them hope

for the future.

Here is where you come in. 'As secondary school principals,
you have enorﬁous influence ovér the hearts and minds of
America's greatest resource, our young people. Whether our
futufe as a nation is bright or dim depends entirely upon the

kind of men and women our young people become.




|
Much has been said over the yearsiabout the seemingly
boundless energy, enthusiasm and idéalism of ydung people. Your
challenge is to harness this energy, enthusiasm and idealism and
channel it in a productive direction. iYou can teach the young
that the way to find what they are see%ing in life, namely
meaning and adventure, is through serving others. You can teach

them that from now on in America any définition of a successful

life must include serving others. 5

i

Now that the school year has beg%n, your school can begin to
make a lasting contribution to those ﬂﬁ need in your community.
' Not far from your school, there is aniilliterate man or woman who
would like to learn to read. Not farsfrom your school there is a
homeless family that needs food, clotﬁing and shelter. Not far
from your school there is a pregnant %rop-out who needs a friend,
someone who cares. And these are allfneeds that can be met by

the young people in your schools. Chéllenge them to make a

|
difference in someone else's life.

i
In closing, let me recall the wofds of the poet Emerson,
"The greatest'gift is a portion of th?self." As I have said
before, all young people, have gifts %o give and America needs
those gifts now. Perhaps the greates% gift you can give to the
young people whose lives you touch th#s year is the conviction

|
that a successful life is a life of service to others.

|

Best wishes for a productive andfrewarding school year.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 28, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER %/

SUBJECT: Presidential Message: The National Association
of Secondary School Principals’ Magazine -
Leader

We have no suggested changes from a policy standpoint and
approve of the draft presidential message in its present form.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pare:  0/27/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: _NOON, THURS. SEPT 28

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS' MAGAZINE - LEADER

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTIQM FY1
VICE PRESIDENT 0 / MCCLURE j w
SUNUNU O / NEWMAN o, O
SCOWCROFT O O  PORT o,
DARMAN / O  STUDDERT o
BATES V O  UNTERMEYER o a
BREEDEN g &8 e a1l ‘.!
CARD - ’ PETERSMEYER =R |
CICCONI o / — o,
DEMAREST / O PINKERTON l m]
FITZWATER O J o a
GRAY ./ = o o
HAGIN o o o d
REMARKS:

Please provide comments/edits directly to Chriss Winston,
Room 122, x2930, with a copy to my office by NOON, THURS. SEPT. 28.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTiAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS' MAGAZINE - LEADER

As we enter the next century, we have much for which to be
thankful. America is at peace and we are enjoyiné the longest
peacetime gconomic expansion in our hist?ry. But too many
Americans - dropouts, drug users, unwed #regnant teens, AIDS
victims, the homeless, hungry, unemployeh or lonely - are
enduring a waking nightmare of want and |isolation. Each one of

' |
these desperate people is free falling through society, as their

communities, disintegrate around them.

We must take action, not only because it is morally right,
put because America's continued strength and global
competitiveness demand it. Wwhile govefnment's role is critically
important, government alone can never meet this challenge. For
what millions of Americans need most is not another government
prograﬁ, but a set of meaningful relationships to give them hope

for the future.

Here is where you come in. As secondary school principals,
you have enormous influence over the hearts and minds of

America's greatest resource, our young people. Whether our

future as a nation is bright or dim d?pends entirely upon the

kind of men and women our young people become.



"

Much has been said over the years |about the seemingly
boundless energy, enthusiasm and idealism of young people. Your

challenge is to harness this energy, enthusiasm and idealism and

channel it in a productive direction. |You can teach the young
that the way to find what they are seeﬁing in life, namely
meaning and adventure, is through serving others. You can teach
them that from now on in America any definition of a successful

life must include serving others.

Now that the school year has begun, your school can begin to
make a lasting contribution to those in need in your community.
Not far from your school, there is an [illiterate man or woman who

would like to learn to read. Not far from your school there is a

homeless family that needs food, clothing and shelter. Not far
from your school there is a pregnant drop-out who néeds a friend,
someone who cares. And these are all needs that can be met by
the young people in your schools. Challenge them to make a

difference in someone else's life.

In closing, let me recall the wogds of the poet Emerson,

"The greatest gift is a portion of th§self." As I have said

before, all young people, have gifts Fo give and America needs

|
those gifts now. Perhaps the greatest gift you can give to the
young people whose lives you touch this year is the conviction

that a successful life is a life of sérvice to others.

Best wishes for a productive and| rewarding school year.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

oate: 2/27/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: _NOON, THURS. SEPT 28
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION ORSECONDARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS' MAGAZINE - LEADER
SUBJECT: A
ACTION FYI ACTIQ) FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O “ MCCLU m|
SUNUNU a / NEWMAN g, O
: SCOWCROFT o O PORTER J [
DARMAN V 0O  STUDDERT o %
BATES V 00  UNTERMEYER o 0
BREEDEN 0 0O 2 HIEsIUR = | 1
CARD O / = a
CICCONI o / i o, ~*
DEMAREST / 0 PINKERTON J Q
FITZWATER = / o o
GRAY \/ = o o
HAGIN o O o o0
REMARKS:
Please provide comments/edits directly to Chriss Winston,
Room 122, x2930, with a copy to my office by NOON, THURS. SEPT. 28.
Thank you.
RESPONSE:

OK

James W. Clcconi

Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

paTe: _ 2/27/87 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: _NOON, THURS. SEPT 28
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS' MAGAZINE - LEADER
SUBJECT:

ACTION FYI ACTIQ FYI
VICE PRESIDENT a / MCCLURE j a
SUNUNU a / NEWMAN a a
SCOWCROFT | O PORTER J a .
DARMAN / O  STUDDERT o %
BATES V O UNTERMEYER a a
BREEDEN o 0O - NINSTON a 1 ..|
R . { PETERSMEYER—‘m_!e?
CICCONI o / g o, 7
DEMAREST / O PINKERTON { m|
FITZWATER O / o o
GRAY J o o o
HAGIN a a a a

REMARKS:

Please provide comments/edits directly to Chriss Winston,
Room 122, x2930, with a copy to my office by NOON, THURS. SEPT. 28.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702




PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS' MAGAZINE - LEADER

As we enter the next century, we have much for which to be

thankful. America is at peace and we are enjoying the longest

peacetime economic expansion iﬁ our history. But too many
Americans - dropouts, drug users, unwed pregnant teens, AIDS
victims, the homeless, hungry, unemployed or lonely - are
enduring a waking nightmare of want and isolation. -Each one of
these desperate people is frée falling! through society, as their

communities, disintegrate around them.

We ﬁust take action, not only because it is morally right,
but because America's continued strength and global
competitiveness demand it. While government's role is critically
important, government alone can never meet this chailenge. For
what millions of Americans need most is not another government
program} but a set of meaningful relationships to give them hope

for the future.

Here is where you come in. As secondary school principals,
you have enormous influence over thé hearts and minds of
America's greatest resource, our young people. Whether our
future as a nation is bright or dim depends entireiy upon the

kind of men and women our young people become.




Much has been said over the years about the seemingly
boundless energy, enthusiasm and idealism of young people. Your
challenge is to harness this energy, enthusiasm and idealism and
channel it in a productive direction. You can teach the young
that the way to find what they are seeking in life, namely
meaning and adventure, is through serving others. You can teach
them that from now on in America any definition of a successful

life must include serving others.

Now that the school year has begun, your school can begin to
make a lasting contribution to those in need in your community.
Not far from your school, there is an illiterate man or woman who
would like to learn to read. Not far from your school there is a
homeless family that needs food, clothing and shelter. Not far
from your school there is a pregnant drop-out who needs a friend,
someone who cares. And these are all needs that can be met by
the young people in your schools. Challenge them to make a

difference in someone else's life.

In closing, let me recall the words of the poet Emerson,
"The greatest gift is a portion of thyself." As I have said

before, all young peopl have gifts to give and America needs

gifts now. Perhgps the greatest gift you can give to the
young people whose lives you touch this year is the conviction
that a successful 1lif¢ is a life of service to others.

Best wishes for productive and rewarding school year.



WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pATE: _ 0/27/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: _NOON, THURS. SEPT 28
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS' MAGAZINE - LEADER

SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTIQM FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O “ MCCLURE u
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REMARKS:
Please provide comments/edits directly to Chriss Winston,
Room 122, x2930, with a copy to my office by NOON, THURS. SEPT. 28.
Thank you.

RESPONSE: %0 gy en s

James W. Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS' MAGAZINE - LEADER

As we enter the next century, we have much for which to be

thankful. America is at peace and we are enjoying the longest

peacetime economic expansion in our history. But too many

Americans - dropouts, drug users, unwed pregnant teens, AIDS

Victims, the homeless, hungry, unemployed or lonely - are

enduring a waking nightmare of want and isolation. Each one of

these desperate people is free falling

communities, disintegrate around them.

through society, as their

We must take action, not only because it is morally right,

but because America's continued strength and global

competitiveness demand it. While gove:;

important, government alone can never 1

rnment's role is critically

meet this challenge. For

-

what millions of Americans need most is not another government

for the future.

program, but a set of meaningful relationships to give them hope

Here is where you come in. As secondary school principals,

you have enormous influence over the hearts and minds of

America's greatest resource, our young

people. Whether our

future as a nation is bright or dim depends entirely upon the

kind of men and women our young people

becomne.
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As we enter the next decade, we have much for which to be
thankful. America is at peace and we are enjoying the longest
peacetime economic expansion in our history. But too many
Americans -- Dropouts, drug users, unwed pregnant teens, AIDS
victims, the homeless, hungry, unemployed or lonely -- exist in
want and isolation. Each one of these desperate people is
free-falling through society, as their communities, disintegrate
around them.

We must take action, because it is morally right, and
because America's continued strength and global competitiveness
demand it. While government's role is critically important,
government alone can never meet this challenge. For what
millions of Americans need most is not another government
program, but a set of meaningful relationships to give them hope
for the future.

Here is where you come in. As secondary school principals,
you have enormous influence over the hearts and minds of
America's greatest resource, our young people. Whether our
future as a nation is bright or dim depends entirely upon the
kind of men and women our young people become.

Much has been said over the years about the seemingly
boundless energy, enthusiasm and idealism of young people. Your
challenge is to harness this and idealism and channel it in a

productivepdirection. You can teach the young that the way to

N



find what they are seeking in life, namely meaning and adventure,

is through serving others. You can teach them that from now on

in Ame;ica any definition of a successfu
serving others.

Now that the school year has bequn,
make a lasting contribution to those in

Not far from your school, there is an il

1l life must include

your school can begin to
need in your community.

literate man or woman who

would like to learn to read. Not far from your school there is a

homeless family that needs food, clothing and shelter. Not far

from your school there is a pregnant teen who has left school and

needs a friend, someone who cares. And

these are all needs that

can be met by the young people in your schools. Challenge them

to make a difference in someone else's 1

ife.

In closing, let me recall the words of the poet Emerson,

"The greatest gift is a portion of thyself". As I have said

before, all young people have gifts to give and America needs

these gifts now. Perhaps the greatest gift you can give to the

young people whose lives you touch this

year is the conviction

that a successful life is a life of service to others.

Best wishes for a productive and rewarding school year.
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY
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REMARKS:
Please provide comments/edits directly to Chriss Winston,
Room 122, x2930, with a copy to my office by NOON, THURS. SEPT. 28.
Thank you.
RESPONSE:
James W. Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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As we enter the next century, we have much for which to be
thankful. America is at peace and we are enjoying the longest
peacetime economic expansion in our history. But too many
Americans - dropouts, drug users, unwed pregnant teens, AIDS
victims, the homeless, hunggy, unemployed or lonely - a¥e @)dfdj
‘endu:ing—a—wakéﬁg—néghtmare—ég)want and isolation.qg?ach one of
these desperate people is free falling through society, as their

communities, disintegrate around thé%}}

and We must take action,;ﬁnt:§h}y because it is morally right,
~put because America's continued strength and global
competitiveness demand it. While government's role is critically
important, government alone can never meet this challenge. For
what millions of Americans need most is not another government

program, but a set of meaningful relationships to give them hope

for the future.

Here is where you come in. As secondary school principals,
you have enormous influence over the hearts and minds of
America's greatest resource, our young people.\/Whether our
future as a nation is bright or dim depends entirely upon the

kind of men and women our young people become.
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Much has been said over the years about the seemingly
boundless energy, enthusiasm and idealism of young people. Your
challenge is to harness this energy, enthusiasm and idealism and
channel it in a productive direction. You can teach the young
that the way to find what they are seeking in life, namely
meaning and adventure, is through serving others. You can teach
them that from now on in America any definition of a successful

life must include serving others.

Now that the school year has begun, your school can begin to
make a lasting contribution to those in need in your community.
Not far from your school, there is an illiterate man or woman who
would like to learn to read. Not far from your school there is a
homeless family that needs food, clothing and shelter. Not far

teen wip has lefe &hoolamg
from your school there is a pregnant,\d-rep—eu-t iFp—needs a friend,
someone who cares. And these are all needs that can be met by

the young people in your schools. Challenge them to make a

difference in someone else's life.

In closing, let me recall the words of the poet Emerson,
"The greatest gift is a portion of thyself." As I have said
before, all young peopléf~have gifts to give and America needs
th%ée gifts now. Perhaps the greatest gift you can give to the
young people whose lives you touch this year is the conviction

that a successful life is a life of service to others.

Best wishes for a productive and rewarding school year.



