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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

S9SEP 6 P7: 08

Sept. 6, 1989

INFORMATION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: MARK DAVIS,!: )
THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON _ %

SUBJECT: Baptists

I. SUMMARY

The National Baptist Convention USA, 7.5 million members strong,
is the nation’s largest black denomination; and the third largest
Protestant denomination in the country.

II. DISCUSSION

This. speech addresses the socially conservative views of this
group, based on the premise that values begin with strong
families. It relates stronger families to 1) your child-care
provision, which supports religiously affiliated child care; 2)
opportunity programs like enterprise zones and tenant-management
of public housing; 3) the value of education, and 4) freedom from
fear, which means freedom from drugs.

Please take particular note of page 8. This passage describes
the low-road approach of those who criticize your drug plan.

Gov. Buddy Roemer and Ben Hooks may attend. This speech is
telepromptered.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION USA, Inc.
New Orleans Convention Center
Sept. 8, 1989/2:30 p.m.

Reverend Jemison, members of the staff'and members of the

board of directors.

((You know, with so many Baptists here in New Orleans, I

_almost expect to hear: "When the Saints Come Marching'In"))

( (PAUSE) )

"((The last time I was here, I addressed thousands 6f
Republicans. Now I am addressing twelve thousand Baptists, and
I'm just as anxious to make a good impression today as I was
then. But Barbara put it all in perspective for me. She said:
"Now George, just imagine you're standing in front of another
Sunday school class."))

((But I never had a Sunday school class this big.))

( (PAUSE))

Well, I have come to New Orleans to tell you something, and
I will say it plainly: Your good works are the inspiration of
America.

And you, in turn, draw your inspiration from the faith of
great church. It was the first American Baptists in Rhode Island
who led the campaign for religious toleration. It was the
Baptists who played an important role in securing our freedom of

religion in the American Constitution. It was the Baptists who,
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as pioneers, built sturdy new churches on the empty plaihs and
prairies of-the West. But it is another tradition that we honor
in New Orleans today. We honor your parents and grandparents,
who were also brave pioneers -- pioneers who blazed trails into
another frontier -- the freedom frontier. ((PAUSE))

It took this convention, the leadership of your pastors and
your people,. to extend the struggle for freedom to all men and
women. ((PAUSE)) It took leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., Wyatt Tee Walker, E.V. Hill, Jerry Moore and T.J. Jemison.
And it took nothing less than another Great Awakening -- an
awakening to the promise of civil rights. ((PAUSE))

I have watched this movement blossom in my lifetime, from my
days in college to my days in Congress. So know one thing: in
the struggle for equality and opportunity, your hopes and dreams
afe among the highest aspirations of my Presidency. ((PAUSE))
We're on a journey to a new century, and we've got to leave the
tired old baggage of bigotry behind.

Of course, discrimination is not the only problem that we
face today. Just as you led America in the civil rights
‘movement, so you are now leading communities struggling with
another natiohal problem.

Is it crime? Not quite. 1Is it homelessness? No, not by
itself. 1Is it drugs? Yes, but it is even more than that. As
serious as all of these problems are, they are related to another
one —-- the decline of the most basic of all institutions -- the

family. Too many children in America are growing up without
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direction, without values, without esteem for themselves or
anyone else. So our goal is simple, and it is vital: We must
work together to save the American family. ((PAUSE))

Family life is my source of strength, as it is for Barbara,
and as it is for you. Strong families are bound by more than
blood; they are bound by the precious memories of Christmas
morning, a toddler's first steps, a grandfather's tall tales, and
the lasting pride of a graduation ceremony. And our families are
bound together by something else: simple acts of learning and
teaching; simple acts to instill the values of fairness, honesty
and hard work.

" Of course, there are more single parent families today than
ever before. And, difficult though it may be, most single
parents are raising happy, well-adjusted children with the help
of family and friends, and by drawing on their own inner
strength. But imagine the lonely plight of a single mother who
has no help; who has no money; who has no ability to keep her
kids from being lost -- lost to the unhealfhy life of the
streets. So to save the American family also means providing
support for these parents, who are strugéling against tough odds.

Nor can we ignore the difficulties of poor working couples
with children. The challenge of strengthening thése families
requires both public and private efforts. And church leadership
is meeting the challenge -- in ministries like that of E.V. Hill .

of Los Angeles, where hungry families find sustenance; in
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ministries where Baptists are'providing families with everything
from high chairs to a hand-up.

You know that no matter how cloée-knit your family méy be,
the decline of the American family is not just someone else's
problem. It is everyone's problem. When one generation is
raised without values, it starts a chain of misery that weighs
down future generations. About half of all black families with
children are headed by one parent, and many of these parents are
overwhelmed. And because they are overwhelmed, more than four
out of ten black children live in poverty. And because of this,
it is becoming harder for your churches to reach so many
promising young men and women.

How can you teach respect for a hard-earned dollar, when
easy drug money flourishes? .((PAUSE))

How can you teach that achievement is found iﬁ quiet moments
and subtle rewards, when a murderous matérialism // glitters//
with the promise of gold chains,// fast cars// and fashion
clothes? ((PAUSE)) |

How can you persuade young men and women to have faith in
themselves if their parents have lost all faith? ((PAUSE))

In short, without strong families, how can values triumph
over vice? |

The answers can only come from the heart, from the heart of
every parent. And the answers can come from you, from the people

of our churches.
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I have come to New Orleans today to pledge my support and to
recognize y§ur heroic efforts. We can work together in many ways
to strengthen families, with greater choice in child-care and
education; and by replacing the crippling fear of crime with the
promise of opportunity.

First, let me begin with child-care. Often, whilé parents
work, love and care come from the extended family --
grandparents, aunts and uncles. And in many ways, the church
community is the greatest extended family of all. ‘You have
already takeh a load off the shoulders of working parents, some
single; some together. And in this same spirit, I offer a few
ways government can help.

I have proposed a child-care tax credit, to be focused on
those who need such assistance fhe most -- low-income families.

But this approach is different from past programs, because
it would empower parenté, not the government, to choose the best
care for their children -- be it a grandparent, a neighbor or a
local church. We need to give parents a choice in their
childrent's care, not take it away.

Yet some in Congress do not agree. Perhaps it is time we
sent them a message. Just as we should support single-parent
families, so we should also support two-parent families where one
parent chooses to care for the children at home. And Qe should
never, discriminate against religiously-affiliated child care.

( (PAUSE) )
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I felt for myself, in Washington, D.C., the spirit of family
and love that permeates the day-care center at Shi{9h Baptist
Church. I am determined to protect Shiloh and every other
church-affiliated chiid-care center in America. ((PAUSE))

But child-care for families is not enough. Famiiies need
opportunity: I want to renew my proposal for federal enterprise
zones, to bring opportunity to the barren lots of the South
Bronx, to the streets of Watts, to farm towns and to every
community in need. And also I renew my propoéal for tenant
management of public housing. - We can no longer deny these people
the autonomy and the dignity they deserve. ((PAUSE))

These are ways to bring opportunity to those who need it
most. But opportunity will be wasted if young men and women lack
the means to take advantage of it. And that means.education.

Today's job market will settle for nothing less than full
literacy, and an aptitude for skilled labor. And those who are
incapable -- and they are great in number -- will fall further
and further behind.

What's the answer? I see you pointing the way. For a
century and a half, your churches have demonstrated the
liberating power of learning. Annie Rose, a community leader in
Alexandria, Virginia, tells a fascinating story about her father.
You see, Annie Rose is 95-years-old, and her father, Henry Rose,
was born into slavery.

Liberated at age 21, Henry Rose walked all the way from

Texas to Virginia, and worked on the railroad until a Baptist
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society sponsored him at a seminary school. Annie Rose says her
father was so éoor that when he graduated, he had to wear a boot
on one foot and a shoe on the other. But Henry Rose had
something better than a matching pair of shoes. He had
knowledge. He had pride. And as a Baptist minister, he founded
five churches and two schools, establishing institutions with
great traditions of service that live on to this day.

There is a lesson for us in this remarkable man's life. If
he could beat the overwhelming odds of slavery, oppression and
prejudice to lead a community, then any obstacle can be overcome.

And we shall overcome. Opportunity comes when we give
parents and students greater choice. This means magnet schools;
this means public and private partnerships like "Say Yes to ;
Education," which sends impoverished minority students to
college; and this means increased support for historically Black
Colleges and Universities.

But education is more than schooling; it is nothing less
than the communication of values. And once again, you are
leading the way. Just look right here in New Orleans, where the
Greater Liberty Baptist Church is preparing many young men for
adulthood through its Black Manhood Training program. ((PAUSE))

But to get to school, to get to work, to‘get to a child-care
center, families must also be free to walk the streets of their
cities without fear. And today, freedom from fear means freedom

from drugs. ((PAUSE)) That is why Tuesday night I announced our
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nation's first comprehensive, coordinated all-out assault; a way
to attack the drug menace on every front. /

I believe the Congress will eventually work with me, to make
our national strétégy the law of the land. To my surprise -- and
perhaps to your's as well -- before I even presented my plan to
you, the partisan attacks had already begun. This is bad
politics, bad policy and bad for America.

I challenge those who hunger for a partisan issue to take
the high road instead, to work for our national strategy, not
against it.

I challenge those who seek more spending and more taxes, to
instead seek more cooperation and bipartisanship. We can beat
the scourge, as long as we are a nation united.

To provide child-care, to improve education, to create
opportunity and to defeat drugs -- these are steps to strengthen
families that require nothing less than a sustained national»
effort, a national partnership. I believe government can and
should be "a strong partner. But I also believe that the solution -
to the social problems facing us today ultimately depends on what
you and your communities do.

I respect old fashioned common éense, and have no great love
for the imaginings of social planners. I like what's been tested
and found to be true."

Your faith has been tested. Your values have been found to
be true. And it is your faith and your values that America is

turning to today.
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So I'm an optimist. I believe we can reach out to familiés.
in need. I believe we can see a strengthening of the many
patterns of family life. And I believe we will see a sharing of
values -- values rooted in the conviction that we, as individuals
and as families are engaged in a single enterprise called
America.

Thank you for all that you've done and for what you will
continue to do to make America a better place. And thank you for
inviting me to New Orleans. | ‘ |

God bless you and God bless America.
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YET SOME IN CONGRESS DO NOT AGREE. PERHAPS IT IS
TIME WE SENT THEM A MESSAGE. JUST AS WE SHOULD SUPPORT
SINGLE-PARENT FAMILIES, SO WE SHOULD ALSO SUPPORT TWO-
PARENT FAMILIES WHERE ONE PARENT CHOOSES TO CARE FOR
THE CHILDREN AT HOME.

AND SOME WOULD DISCRIMINATE AGAINST CHURCH-

SPONSORED CHILD CARE. I SAY THAT'S WRONG.
WHEN IT COMES TO CHILD CARE, WE MEED MORE CHURCHES

'”VvA"
NOT MORE GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION. (Pausk)
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WE NEED MORE CONGREGATIONSVFRKQEG CARE OF OUR
CHILDREN == NOT MORE GOYERNMENT REGULATIOMS TELLING US

How To Do IT. (PAUSE)

.‘. - ; ’ . _}:" 1 )
QHREAUCRACY Ui _alf mone Bamseers ((PAUSE)) =B WE

NEED THOUSANDS OF OTHER/CH RCH/MEMBERSWHO UNDERSTAND
e . S )

// b
THE REAL CONc/gNs OF PARENTS IN TOWNS AND ES ACROSS
4
THIS LAND.
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AND THAT'S WHY WE NEED A CHILD CARE POLICY THAT
Oﬁpa. S :

PUTS MONEY IN THE POCKETS AND CHOICE IN THE HANDS OF

e ar— A ———— a—




N . -
k] . \Ta

- 23 -
BUT CHILD-CARE FOR FAMILIES IS NOT ENOUGH.
FAMILIES NEED OPPORTUNITY: I WANT TO RENEW MY PROPOSAL
FOR FEDERAL ENTERPRISE ZONES, TG BRING OPPORTUNITY TO
THE BARREN LOTS OF THE SOUTH BROWX, TO THE STREETS OF
WATTS, TO FARM TOWNS AND TO EVERY COMMUNITY IN NEED.
AND ALSO I RENEW MY PROPOSAL FOR TENANT MANAGEMENT OF
PUBLIC HOUSING. WE CAN NO LONGER DENY ANY OF OUR
PEOPLE THE AUTONOMY AND THE DIGNXITY THEY DESERVE.
((PAUSE))

- 24 -

AND THEY DESERVE SOMETHING ELSE - A SAFE PLACE TO RAISE

THEIR CHILDREN AND JUST LIVE THEIR LIVES. AwND SO I'VE

ORDERED HUD TO TARGET AN APDITIONAL $50 MILLION TO
Yo Jzo‘q‘ A

evit WAL
F&&HT THE DEALERS AND RESTORE




ADDRESS: NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION
NEw ORLEANS CONVENTION CENTER
SEpT. 8, 1989/2:30 pP.M.

REVEREND JEMISON, REVEREND CLARK AND RICHARDSON,
DR. BEN HOOKS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS. FRIENDS.

((YOU KNOW, WITH SO MANY BAPTISTS HERE IN NEW
ORLEANS, I ALMOST EXPECT TO HEAR: "WHEN THE SAINTS COME
MARCHING IN")) ((PAUSE))

((THE LAST TIME I WAS HERE WAS LAST AUGUST 18TH.
I WAS RUNNING FOR PRESIDENT AND I ADDRESSED THOUSANDS
OF REPUBLICANS. NOW I AM ADDRESSING FIFTEEN THOUSAND
BAPTISTS, BUT THE FEELING OF SPEAKING BEFORE SUCH A
HUGE AUDIENCE IS THE SAME. BARBARA PUT IT ALL IN
PERSPECTIVE FOR ME. SHE SAID: "NOW GEORGE, JUST
IMAGINE YOU'RE STANDING IN FRONT OF ANOTHER SUNDAY
SCHOOL CLASS."))

((BUT I NEVER HAD A SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS THIS
BIG.)) ((PAUSE))

WELL, I HAVE COME TO NEW ORLEANS TO TELL YOU
SOMETHING, AND I WILL SAY IT PLAINLY: YOUR GOOD WORKS
ARE THE INSPIRATION OF AMERICA.
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AND YOU, IN TURN, DRAW YOUR INSPIRATION FROM THE
FAITH OF GREAT CHURCH. IT WAS THE FIRST AMERICAN
BAPTISTS IN RHODE ISLAND WHO LED THE CAMPAIGN FOR
RELIGIOUS TOLERATION. IT WAS THE BAPTISTS WHO PLAYED
AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN SECURING OUR FREEDOM OF RELIGION
IN THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION. IT WAS THE BAPTISTS WHO,
AS PIONEERS, BUILT STURDY NEW CHURCHES ON THE EMPTY
PLAINS AND PRAIRIES OF THE WEST. BUT IT IS ANOTHER
TRADITION THAT WE HONOR IN NEW ORLEANS TODAY. WE HONOR
YOUR PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS, WHO WERE ALSO BRAVE
PIONEERS -- PIONEERS WHO BLAZED TRAILS INTO ANOTHER
FRONTIER -- THE FREEDOM FRONTIER. ((PAUSE))

IT TOOK THIS CONVENTION, THE LEADERSHIP OF YOUR
PASTORS AND PEOPLE, TO EXTEND THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM
TO ALL MEN AND WOMEN. ((PAUSE)) IT TOOK LEADERS LIKE
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., WYATT TEE WALKER, E.V.
HILL, JERRY MOORE, T.J. JEMISON, AND BEN HOOKS. AND IT
TOOK NOTHING LESS THAN ANOTHER GREAT AWAKENING -- AN
AWAKENING TO THE PROMISE OF CIVIL RIGHTS. ((PAUSE))
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I HAVE WATCHED THIS MOVEMENT BLOSSOM IN MY
LIFETIME, FROM MY DAYS IN COLLEGE TO MY DAYS IN
CONGRESS. . SO KNOW ONE THING: IN THE STRUGGLE FOR
EQUALITY AND OPPORTUNITY, YOUR HOPES AND DREAMS ARE
AMONG THE HIGHEST ASPIRATIONS OF MY PRESIDENCY.
((PAUSE)) WE'RE ON A JOURNEY TO A NEW CENTURY, AND
WE'VE GOT TO LEAVE THE TIRED OLD BAGGAGE OF BIGOTRY
BEHIND.

OF COURSE, DISCRIMINATION IS NOT THE ONLY PROBLEM
THAT WE FACE TODAY. JUST AS YOU LED AMERICA IN THE
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, SO YOU ARE NOW LEADING
COMMUNITIES STRUGGLING WITH ANOTHER NATIONAL PROBLEM.

IS IT CRIME? NOT QUITE. IS IT HOMELESSNESS? NO,
NOT BY ITSELF. IS IT DRUGS? YES, BUT IT IS EVEN MORE
THAN THAT. AS SERIOUS AS ALL OF THESE PROBLEMS ARE,
THEY ARE RELATED TO ANOTHER ONE -- THE DECLINE OF THE
MOST BASIC OF ALL INSTITUTIONS -- THE FAMILY. TO0O MANY
CHILDREN IN AMERICA ARE GROWING UP WITHOUT DIRECTION,
WITHOUT VALUES, WITHOUT ESTEEM FOR THEMSELVES OR ANYONE
ELSE. SO OUR GOAL IS SIMPLE, AND IT IS VITAL: WE MUST
WORK TOGETHER TO SAVE THE AMERICAN FAMILY. ((PAUSE))
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FAMILY LIFE MUST BE OUR SOURCE OF STRENGTH. IT IS
FOR BARBARA, ME, AND IT IS FOR YOU. STRONG FAMILIES |
ARE BOUND BY MORE THAN BLOOD; THEY ARE BOUND BY THE
PRECIOUS MEMORIES OF CHRISTMAS MORNING, A TODDLER'S
FIRST STEPS, A GRANDFATHER'S TALL TALES, AND THE
LASTING PRIDE OF A GRADUATION CEREMONY. AND OUR
FAMILIES ARE BOUND TOGETHER BY SOMETHING ELSE: SIMPLE
ACTS OF LEARNING AND TEACHING; SIMPLE ACTS TO INSTILL
THE VALUES OF FAIRNESS, HONESTY AND HARD WORK.

OF COURSE, THERE ARE MORE SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES
TODAY THAN EVER BEFORE. AND, DIFFICULT THOUGH IT MAY
BE, MOST SINGLE PARENTS ARE RAISING HAPPY, WELL-
ADJUSTED CHILDREN WITH THE HELP OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS,
AND BY DRAWING ON THEIR OWN INNER STRENGTH. BUT
IMAGINE THE LONELY PLIGHT OF A SINGLE MOTHER WHO HAS NO
HELP; WHO HAS NO MONEY; WHO HAS NO ABILITY TO KEEP HER
KIDS FROM BEING LOST -- LOST TO THE UNHEALTHY LIFE OF
THE STREETS. SO TO SAVE THE AMERICAN FAMILY ALSO MEANS
PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR THESE PARENTS, WHO ARE STRUGGLING
AGAINST TOUGH ODDS. NOR CAN WE IGNORE THE DIFFICULTIES
OF POOR WORKING COUPLES WITH CHILDREN.
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THE CHALLENGE OF STRENGTHENING THESE FAMILIES REQUIRES
BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EFFORTS. AND CHURCH LEADERSHIP
IS MEETING THE CHALLENGE -- IN MINISTRIES LIKE THAT OF
E.V. HILL OF LOS ANGELES, WHERE HUNGRY FAMILIES FIND

SUSTENANCE; IN MINISTRIES WHERE BAPTISTS ARE PROVIDING
FAMILIES WITH EVERYTHING FROM HIGH CHAIRS TO A HAND-UP.

YOU KNOW THAT NO MATTER HOW CLOSE-KNIT YOUR FAMILY
MAY BE, THE DECLINE OF THE AMERICAN FAMILY IS NOT JUST
SOMEONE ELSE'S PROBLEM. IT IS EVERYONE'S PROBLEM.
WHEN ONE GENERATION IS RAISED WITHOUT VALUES, IT STARTS
A CHAIN OF MISERY THAT WEIGHS DOWN FUTURE GENERATIONS.
ABOUT HALF OF ALL BLACK FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN ARE
HEADED BY ONE PARENT, AND MANY OF THESE PARENTS ARE
OVERWHELMED. AND BECAUSE THEY ARE OVERWHELMED, MORE
THAN FOUR OUT OF TEN BLACK CHILDREN LIVE IN POVERTY.
AND BECAUSE OF THIS, IT IS BECOMING HARDER FOR YOUR
CHURCHES TO REACH SO MANY PROMISING YOUNG MEN AND
WOMEN.

HOW CAN YOU TEACH RESPECT FOR A HARD-EARNED
DOLLAR, WHEN EASY DRUG MONEY FLOURISHES? ((PAUSE))
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HOW CAN YOU TEACH THAT ACHIEVEMENT IS FOUND IN
QUIET MOMENTS AND SUBTLE REWARDS, WHEN A MURDEROUS
| MATERTALISM // GLITTERS// WITH THE PROMISE OF GOLD
CHAINS, // FAST CARS// AND FASHION CLOTHES? ((PAUSE))

HOW CAN YOU PERSUADE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN TO HAVE
FAITH IN THEMSELVES IF THEIR PARENTS HAVE LOST ALL
FAITH? ((PAUSE))

IN SHORT, WITHOUT STRONG FAMILIES, HOW CAN VALUES
TRIUMPH OVER VICE?

THE ANSWERS CAN ONLY COME FROM THE HEART, FROM THE
HEART OF EVERY PARENT. AND THE ANSWERS CAN COME FROM
YOU, FROM THE PEOPLE OF OUR CHURCHES.

I HAVE COME TO NEW ORLEANS TODAY TO PLEDGE MY
SUPPORT AND TO RECOGNIZE YOUR HEROIC EFFORTS. WE CAN
WORK TOGETHER IN MANY WAYS TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES, WITH
GREATER CHOICE IN CHILD-CARE ANb EDUCATION; AND BY
REPLACING THE CRIPPLING FEAR OF CRIME WITH THE PROMISE
OF OPPORTUNITY.
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FIRST, LET ME BEGIN WITH CHILb-CARE. OFTEN, WHILE
PARENTS WORK, LOVE AND CARE COME FROM THE EXTENDED
FAMILY -- GRANDPARENTS, AUNTS AND UNCLES. AND IN MANY
WAYS, THE CHURCH COMMUNITY IS THE GREATEST EXTENDED
FAMILY OF ALL. I'VE SEEN THAT SPIRIT OF FAMILY AND LOVE
PERMEATE THE DAY-CARE CENTER AT SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH
IN WASHINGTON.

YOUR GREAT CHURCH HAS ALREADY TAkEN A LOAD OFF THE
SHOULDERS OF WORKING PARENTS, SOME SINGLE; SOME
TOGETHER. AS WE WORK TO SOLVE THE CHILD CARE PROBLEMS
OF THIS COUNTRY, I AM DETERMINED TO PROTECT SHILOH AND
EVERY OTHER CHURCH-SPONSORED CHILD CARE CENTER IN
AMERICA.

IN THAT SPIRIT, I OFFER A FEW WAYS GOVERNMENT CAN
HELP. I HAVE PROPOSED A CHILD-CARE TAX CREDIT, FOCUSED
ON THOSE WHO NEED SUCH ASSISTANCE THE MOST -- LOW-
INCOME FAMILIES.
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BUT THIS APPROACH IS DIFFERENT FROM PAST PROGRAMS.
IT WOULD EMPOWER PARENTS, NOT THE GOVERNMENT, TO CHOOSE
THE BEST CARE FOR THEIR CHILDREN -- BE IT A
GRANDPARENT, A NEIGHBOR OR A LOCAL CHURCH. WE NEED TO
GIVE PARENTS A CHOICE IN THEIR CHILDREN'S CARE, NOT
TAKE IT AWAY.

YET SOME IN CONGRESS DO NOT AGREE. PERHAPS IT IS
TIME WE SENT THEM A MESSAGE. JUST AS WE SHOULD SUPPORT
SINGLE-PARENT FAMILIES, SO WE SHOULD ALSO SUPPORT TWO-
PARENT FAMILIES WHERE ONE PARENT CHOOSES TO CARE FOR
THE CHILDREN AT HOME.

AND SOME WOULD DISCRIMINATE AGAINST CHURCH-
SPONSORED CHILD CARE. I SAY THAT'S WRONG.

WHEN IT COMES TO CHILD CARE, WE NEED MORE
CHURCHES NOT MORE GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION. (PAUSE)

WE NEED MORE CONGREGATIONS TAKING CARE OF OUR
CHILDREN -- NOT MORE GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS TELLING US
HOW TO DO IT. (PAUSE)
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WHEN IT COMES TO CHILD CARE WE DON'T NEED MORE
BUREAUCRACY. WE NEED MORE BAPTISTS ((PAUSE)) AND WE
NEED THOUSANDS OF OTHER CHURCH MEMBERS WHO UNDERSTAND
THE REAL CONCERNS OF PARENTS IN TOWNS AND CITIES ACROSS
THIS LAND..

AND THAT’S WHY WE NEED A CHILD CARE POLICY THAT
PUTS MONEY IN THE POCKETS AND CHOICE IN THE HANDS OF
PARENTS BECAUSE, CONTRARY TO WHAT SOME MIGHT THINK,
WHEN IT COMES TO THEIR OWN CHILDRENS' CARE, PARENTS
STILL KNOW BEST.

BUT CHILD-CARE FOR FAMILIES IS NOT ENOUGH.
FAMILIES NEED OPPORTUNITY: I WANT TO RENEW MY PROPOSAL
FOR FEDERAL ENTERPRISE ZONES, TO BRING OPPORTUNITY TO
THE BARREN LOTS OF THE SOUTH BRONX, TO THE STREETS OF
WATTS, TO FARM TOWNS AND TO EVERY‘COMMUNITY IN NEED.
AND ALSO I RENEW MY PROPOSAL FOR TENANT MANAGEMENT OF
PUBLIC HOUSING. WE CAN NO LONGER DENY ANY OF OUR
PEOPLE THE AUTONOMY AND THE DIGNITY THEY DESERVE.
((PAUSE))
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AND THEY DESERVE SOMETHING ELSE - A SAFE PLACE TO RAISE
THEIR CHILDREN AND JUST LIVE THEIR LIVES. AND SO I'VE
ORDERED HUD TO TARGET AN ADDITIONAL $50 MILLION TO
FIGHT THE DEALERS ON THEIR TURF AND RESTORE ORDER IN
PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECTS.

BUT I ASK YOU TODAY TO HELP ME. JOIN THE BATTLE
TO HELP DRIVE THESE DEALERS OUT ONCE AND FOR ALL.
BECAUSE THERE'S ONE THING I'M SURE OF: \\ IF THE 15,000
PEOPLE IN THIS HALL - YOUR FRIENDS, YOUR FAMILIES, AND
YOUR NEIGHBORS - WHEN AMERICA DECIDES THAT ENOUGH IS
ENOUGH, THE DEALERS WON'T STAND A CHANCE.

YES, WE MUST BRING OPPORTUNITY TO THOSE WHO NEED
IT MOST. BUT OPPORTUNITY WILL BE WASTED IF YOUNG MEN
AND WOMEN LACK THE MEANS TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT. AND
THAT MEANS EDUCATION.

TODAY'S JOB MARKET WILL SETTLE FOR NOTHING LESS
THAN FULL LITERACY, AND AN APTITUDE FOR SKILLED LABOR.
AND THOSE WHO ARE INCAPABLE -- AND THEY ARE GREAT IN
NUMBER -- WILL FALL FURTHER AND FURTHER BEHIND.
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WHAT'S THE ANSWER? I SEE YOU POINTING THE WAY.
FOR A CENTURY AND A HALF, YOUR CHURCHES HAVE
DEMONSTRATED THE LIBERATING POWER OF LEARNING. NO ONE
BETTER EXEMPLIFIES THIS TRADITION THEN THE REVEREND
HENRY ROSE, BORN INTO SLAVERY AND LIBERATED AT AGE 21.

HENRY ROSE WALKED ALL THE WAY FROM TEXAS TO
VIRGINIA, AND WORKED ON THE RAILROAD UNTIL A BAPTIST
SOCIETY SPONSORED HIM AT A SEMINARY SCHOOL. REVEREND
ROSE WAS SO POOR THAT WHEN HE GRADUATED, HE HAD TO WEAR
A BOOT ON ONE FOOT AND A SHOE ON THE OTHER. BUT HENRY
ROSE HAD SOMETHING BETTER THAN A MATCHING PAIR OF
SHOES. HE HAD KNOWLEDGE. HE HAD PRIDE. AND AS A
BAPTIST MINISTER, HE FOUNDED FIVE CHURCHES AND TWO
SCHOOLS, ESTABLISHING INSTITUTIONS WITH GREAT
TRADITIONS OF SERVICE THAT LIVE ON TO THIS DAY.

THERE IS A LESSON FOR US IN THIS REMARKABLE MAN'S
LIFE. IF HE COULD BEAT THE OVERWHELMING ODDS OF
SLAVERY, OPPRESSION AND PREJUDICE TO LEAD A COMMUNITY,
THEN ANY OBSTACLE CAN BE OVERCOME.
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AND WE SHALL OVERCOME. WHEN WE GIVE PARENTS AND
STUDENTS GREATER CHOICE. THIS MEANS MAGNET SCHOOLS;
THIS MEANS PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS LIKE "SAY
YES TO EDUCATION," WHICH SENDS IMPOVERISHED MINORITY
STUDENTS TO COLLEGE; AND THIS MEANS INCREASED SUPPORT
FOR HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES.

BUT EDUCATION IS MORE THAN SCHOOLING; IT IS
NOTHING LESS THAN THE COMMUNICATION OF VALUES. AND
ONCE AGAIN, YOU ARE LEADING THE WAY. JUST LOOK RIGHT
HERE IN NEW ORLEANS, WHERE THE GREATER LIBERTY BAPTIST
CHURCH IS PREPARING MANY YOUNG MEN FOR ADULTHOOD
THROUGH ITS BLACK MANHOOD TRAINING PROGRAM. ((PAUSE))

BUT TO GET TO SCHOOL, TO GET TO WORK, TO GET TO A
CHILD-CARE CENTER, FAMILIES MUST ALSO BE FREE TO WALK
THE STREETS OF THEIR CITIES WITHOUT FEAR. AND TODAY,
FREEDOM FROM FEAR MEANS FREEDOM FROM DRUGS. ((PAUSE))
THAT IS WHY TUESDAY NIGHT I ANNOUNCED OUR NATION'S
FIRST COMPREHENSIVE, COORDINATED ALL-OUT ASSAULT; A WAY
TO ATTACK THE DRUG MENACE ON EVERY FRONT.
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I BELIEVE THE CONGRESS WILL EVENTUALLY WORK WITH
ME, TO MAKE OUR NATIONAL STRATEGY THE LAW OF THE LAND.
BUT, MY SURPRISE -- AND PERHAPS TO YOUR'S AS WELL --
BEFORE I EVEN PRESENTED MY PLAN TO YOU, THE PARTISAN
ATTACKS HAD ALREADY BEGUN.

THIS IS NOT THE ISSUE FOR PARTISAN POLITICS. THIS
IS NOT THE TIME FOR PARTISAN POLITICS. THIS IS THE
TIME TO COME TOGETHER AND, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN OUR
HISTORY, PASS A NATIONAL STRATEGY TO FIGHT DRUGS.

WE CAN BEAT THE SCOURGE OF DRUGS IF WE FIGHT AS A
NATION UNITED.

TO PROVIDE CHILD-CARE, TO IMPROVE EDUCATION, TO
CREATE OPPORTUNITY AND TO DEFEAT DRUGS -- THESE ARE
STEPS TO STRENGTHEN FAMILIES THAT REQUIRE NOTHING LESS
THAN A SUSTAINED NATIONAL EFFORT, A NATIONAL
PARTNERSHIP. I BELIEVE GOVERNMENT CAN AND SHOULD BE A
STRONG PARTNER. BUT I ALSO BELIEVE THAT THE SOLUTION
TO THE SOCIAL PROBLEMS FACING US TODAY ULTIMATELY
DEPENDS ON WHAT YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITIES DO.
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I LIKE WHAT'S BEEN TESTED AND FOUND TO BE TRUE.
YOUR FAITH HAS BEEN TESTED. YOUR VALUES HAVE BEEN
FOUND TO BE TRUE. AND IT IS YOUR FAITH AND YOUR VALUES
THAT AMERICA IS TURNING TO TODAY.

SO I'M AN OPTIMIST. I BELIEVE WE CAN REACH OUT TO
FAMILIES IN NEED. I BELIEVE WE CAN SEE A STRENGTHENING
OF THE MANY PATTERNS OF FAMILY LIFE. AND I BELIEVE WE
WILL SEE A SHARING OF VALUES -- VALUES ROOTED IN THE
CONVICTION THAT WE, AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS FAMILIES ARE
ENGAGED IN A SINGLE, WONDERFUL ENTERPRISE CALLED
AMERICA.

GOD BLESS YOU AND GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 5, 1989

co
Memorandum to Chriss Winston 1=
(‘71
From: Jim Pinkergggs:) 9
| | =X | o
Subject: National Baptist Convention USA, Inc. Draft Speech
»
_____________________________________________________________ -

To talk about traditional family values with punch and en
freshness is not easy, but it is ably done in this excellent &
speech. We particularly like the grafs on pages five and six on
the President's child care tax credit, which effectively
underscore the differences between the President's plan and the
opposition's.

One comment:
pg. 5, para. 1, line 1 "How can you teach a young black man,

living in poverty, to work for a better future, when he has a
greater chance of going to prison than of going to college?"

This line is just too harsh when taken in isolation -- as it
would be in a soundbite. We suggest omitting it.

An alternative worth considering is the theme of the many
unsung inner city youth who choose the job market over the drug
market. Bill Bennett has expressed this very effectively in his
notion of "the Invisible Man:" the media and the public's habit
of ignoring the everday victories of the workaday poor over
their circumstances (see, for example, the attached Insight
magazine cover story entitled "Behind A Counter And Off The
Streets").

This theme is consistent with the draft's praise for the
National Baptists' overcoming of circumstance, as in the grafs on
page seven praising Henry Rose's "beat[ing] the overwhelming odds
of slavery, [etc.]...."

In omitting the sentence the original sentence, therefore,
perhaps a phrase could be added to the effect that "the wonder is
that so many young black Americans choose the path to true
opportunity and fulfillment over the path to self-destruction."

FHH



COVER STORY

Behind a Counter
and off the Street

SUMMARY: What teenager in a crack-saturated neighborhood would
take a $4-an-hour job fiipping hamburgers when drug dealers offer
$200 or more a day? One with a long-term perspective. Those in the
drug trade may have cash, but their galns can be transitory. The youths
who work behind the counters of fast-food outlets are not necessarily
goody-two-shoes types: Some of them have been in the crack trade . .
before; others are often tempted by the easy money the dealers fiash.

i GVérfﬂIE’c‘gilgnter‘in‘ P peyes~ . : '

‘Popeyes: Famous ‘Fried
Chicken -reads: - “Nothing
larger ‘than $20 :bills ac-
ceptw.” . .
“Being a drug area,
. a lot of people come
through with fake money” in large bills, an
assistant manager explains. “Cashiers can
make boo-boos, and we don’t want any”
This Popeyes is in Anacostia, a mostly

s L
PHOTOS BY RICHARD KOZAK / INSIGHT

he sign:over:thexcounter at-

black section of Washington with some of”

the city’s worst crime and drug zones.

. Washington last year earned the title of
America’s murder capital due to the high
number of drug-related killings spawned by
the bloody street trade in crack that has
enguifed it in the past two years. A few
blocks from this Popeyes is the Eastgate
Gardens housing projects, perhaps the
most violent spot in the city and one of its

- largest crack markets. - f
. That sign cuts to the heart of the matter:
cash. The volatile mixture of teenagers and

- €asy money comes in-every -possible com-
binationhere. Wads of cash in horse-chok-

- ing rolls:are held by youths who could.only

_have got it by selling:drugs;-Cash:is -an .

intoxicant even more addictive than crack
or the cocaine from .which it is_derived,

because it allows a boy to attain quickly the
timeless teenage goals of impressing girls
and coming on like a hotshot. Cash is an
instrument of peer pressure: Youths in the

drug trade flaunt their pricey possessions to .

those not involved, setting fashion fads that
can be followed only with like’ amounts of
cash, which can be raised only -through
dealing. Cash is a virtual magnet for even
good adolescents who, like all teenagers,
want and want and want — the right jew-
elry, the right clothes, the right car — and
want it now.

This siren lure of drug money is: bol-
stered by other forces at work in these

neighborhoods. Poor school systems and’

lack of support at home leave many young
people without the practical and social
skills to land decent jobs, while their com-
munities offer extremely limited work op-
portunities. As a result, many see no real
chance of ever earning a decent wage at
legitimate employment. Without a sense of

.ameaningful future, many hold a dismally

short perspective based solely on the quick
acquisition of material possessions. They
want the most they can get as fast as they
can get it no matter what the risk. And
selling drugs fills that desire.

The impression is often that these parts-

of the cities are peopled with a species of
mutant youth, bereft of values, principles,
discipline and vision, who lack the ‘will or
ability to do anything but sell drugs. This
image is summed up in a quote that repeat-
edly surfaces in descriptions of the prob-
lem. Why, it is asked, is it so difficult to
keep these youths away from crack deal-
ing? Someone invariably responds:

“Why should a kid work at a fast-food
~restaurant for $4.50 an hour when he can

make $200 a day or more as a lookout or a
runner for a crack dealer?”

A good question, which is also:an an-
swer that is too often true. But there is
another answer, right in those Kentucky
Fried Chicken, Popeyes, Burger King,
Wendy’s or McDonald’s restaurants. Be-
hind the hot grills and fryer vats are many
young people who do work long hours for
modest wages - while they watch peers
cruise by in “baby Benzes,” heavy gold .
jewelry and $150 sneakers purchased with
drug money.

There are no stereotypes here, with
goody-two-shoes types holding fast-food
Jobs while wilder youths hawk crack. The
two worlds qften overlap. Young people
who once sold drugs leave it behind to work
fast food for one-fifth to one-tenth the.eam-
ings. And law-abiding, ambitious teen-
agers from stable homes, who have big
plans for the future, will admit being
tempted nonetheless by the fast money in
the drug trade. ol el

These young people -have a sophisti- ..
cated grasp of why they or their friends may "~
have fallen prey to the money machine of
crack dealing. And this understanding is a
primary reason they succeed in avoiding or
extricating themselves from it.

They know that many drift into dnig
dealing for reasons that have nothing to do ‘
with ghetto life but much to do with issues . . -
for adolescents everywhere. For instance, .-

. drug dealing offers a_powerful means:to%- -

-express teenage rebellion, despite the fact

. that the risks of prison and death are high.

The drug trade also provides an avenue for
teens to achieve the sense of independence
and autonomy they crave.

“I get what I want from my mother and
father. 1 just ask for it. I'm spoiled to death.
I got into selling drugs,” specifically crack,
says Elaunda Smith, 16. “I just did it to.get
what I wanted on my own.” She now works .
35 hours a week for $4.35 an hour at a
Popeyes in Anacostia while finishing high
-school. Following another age-old teen'be-

* “havior pattern, she says she and’four of her

girlfriends last summer-dived#into:crack

-sselling together as a rebellious:group fling.:-..

At the end of the summer they all dropped

. .it, except one, who.remainsafivolved.. - . | ]
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Ray has little turnover

“She’s stupid. She don’t know how to
carry herself. She’s going to be stupid the
rest of her life. She ain’t going to live long,”
says Smith. “I did it for one reason. I
wanted nice things and didn’t want to wait
two weeks for them. And I wanted a car”
But she notes that she kept spending the
money on clothes and never did get the car.

For young people like these, drug deal-
ing can be a rite of passage, a dip into the
dark side that constantly beckons, after
which they return to the 'straight and nar-
row. Some, like Elaunda Smith, give it up
because of the threat of arrest or:death.
Others need a first brush with the law ora

INSIGHT / AUGUST 28, 1989

ng his teenage charges: “They stay until we fire them.”

few days in jail on a first arrest to change
their minds. The lure is even there for
young people who could not be further in
spirit from the street drug trade.

“I'm on the honor roll. I'm going to
college,” says Kimberly McGee, an articu-
late, self-possessed 16-year-old who will
be a high school senior next year. She plans
to major in accounting and business and
works at a Popeyes from 4 to 9 p.m., four
or five days a week. She makes $4.30 an
hour.

“Before I began working, I got a lot of
offers to sell drugs. People were encourag-
ing me. Boys selling would say, ‘Why do

you stay at Popeyes? It’s hot in there.’ I was
tempted to sell crack. It wasn't really be-
cause of the money. More, it was curiosity,
wanting to know why. Why these guys do
it”

The perceived impact of the drug trade

on teenage work habits seems to vary.
Some fast-food restaurant managers-say the
high profits in drugs have devastated their
labor pool by luring away most, if not
all, potential teenage employees. Others,
sometimes only a block away, claim to have
plenty of motivated young workers. There
is no obvious explanation for this discrep-
ancy.
“The kids don’t want to work” says the
24-year-old manager of a nearby Kentucky
Fried Chicken restaurant. Why? “Drugs,”
she replies. “Most of them want to work,
but it’s the pay” Kentucky Fried Chicken
pays about $4.55 an hour, up from $3.46
since January. .

In addition, she notes, many fast-food
managers want employees who are ‘not so
young. “Managers want older people,
around 20. They are more stable, more
mature. I prefer someone more mature”

Barry Chicks, who manages a Burger
King a block from the Popeyes, says he has
only one teenager, 16, working for him.
Chicks has little good to say about young
staff,

“They don’t apply,” he says. “The only
time they apply is when they have a court
hearing in a few weeks” — after they have
been arrested for drugs and need a Jjob in
order to get a more lenient sentence or
probation. “They’ll press you for a job. Got
to have a job for a court hearing. They want
you to do them a favor and tell the judge
they have a job.”

Yet just up the block from Chicks’s Bur-
ger King, at the Popeyes where McGee
works, Assistant Manager Shelton Ray, 21,
has “eight or nine kids who work from 4 to
9 p.m.” That shift, he says, exists solely
because of the motivation of his younger
workers.

“The crew kids created that shift them-
selves,” he says. “Originally there wasn’t a
shift then.” But so many came in asking for
work after school during those hours that it
was arranged to accommodate their sched-
ule.

In contrast to other managers, Ray says
he has little tumover among his teenage
employees. “They will stay until we fire
them. They are comfortable here. They are
motivated,” he says, because he and the
other managers set a good example. “It’s
us, how we work. They see us work”

Ray has been working at Popeyes since

b



he was 16. He started working fast food | - Incommumnes where young; peopleare not dead-enid;” says. Herbert R Northrup, ;I“)%SR
illegally underage at 14 in a McDonald’s - smrounded by a sea of drug-based strife,  professor: ementus “of 4 management atthe |- en 4]
run by his uncle. * -fast-food restaurants can be: difesaving is-  Universi : s “ Tnstit
Ralph Ogburn, 25, who manages an- larids, money-making alteir itives:to drug " Secre
other Popeyes a few miles away, also started ’ sellmg as they plan theirnext moves‘m life. bt
young: He began at McDonald’s when he ... This should come ; R e
was 16 and has been with Popeyes sincehe | - food parlors are recog » 'tgiz ns
was 19, ... job-skills training pro; of wo
“I didn’t get in trouble. My mother told young, first-time .an ic nd:, been
me, ‘You get in trouble, I'm not helping skilled employees : grams: § ; ]
you out,’ ” Ogburn explams The message Far from provi £ "I'hefast food restaurants do [foryouths ggg
sank in, and he is passing it along to his end, low-wage - hamburgerflip 3 ﬁ'ompoornelghborhoods] whattheold gar .o “A
6—year—old son. “I stay as close to himas1 |- chxcken-fryer positions; Such’compal ‘m ; 1
can. I get involved with him in school. ‘Kentucky Fried Chicken R«
That’s where it starts: discipline at home. | ~by’s, White Castle, Popeyes

Some parents just don’t care. Ch1cken McDonald ’s;.

t’s rough. It’s. rough,” he says of
the pressure on young people to
sell drugs. “And it’s hard on the
kids [who work]. They see other
kids out there with expensive
clothes, and they are making
$4.75 per hour. Kids out there

are making $200, $300 a night. They’re not
criminals. It’s just the money.”

Teenage crack dealers sometimes give
the Popeyes employees a hard time, says
Ogbum: Some say, * “Quit this job and I'll
take care of you’ ... They hassle the -
women, hit on them.” They also bother the
managers with loud, abusive behavior, One

¢~ “M¢Donald’s Corp. alonehirés:ong
very 15 first-time employees' h

LT “You'get d - .
r. jobas opposed- ‘crack dealing, -he. says. |

" “You’re-not-shot the next day. And you SV
- build a life.you-can livé:in-decency. You | - Poratt

threw-a soda in Ogburn’s face. Ogburn ume. learn howto"advance up the.system.” }Telay é
jumped on him. 7, TES ns1b111ty “These;;dead-endjo - But these resmurants are nota _]Ob train- | f%ver ‘
The presence of the drug trade also | omice
causes problems such as high turnover. “A most -
lot of kids will say: ‘I don’t got to work like store ¢
this for this kind of money, ” he says, pe rcz
meaning they can do better in the crack ganF
trade. &
Of those he hires, he says 50 percent $ n}u
have been in the drug trade and decided to Afn 2
getout of it. cn
Young managers like Ogburn and Ray 4 oung’
are in a strong position to influence teen- con&g‘,
agers walking the line between legitimate sanﬁm.
work and drug dealing or to offer them a b¥b]
second chance after a drug-related brush Of ;‘
with the law. “Kids come here to me look- 0 (in(i
ing for a job. I try to hire them to get them Jobs” :
off the street,” says Ogburn. n?illsi !
Two teenagers working at Ray’s restau- foodql
rant were Jocked up for drugs at one point. kj(
“I rehired them to let them know — I want week.

them to know they can make money here,’ tWO an

he says.

“As a manager I try to get involved with
them in school,” says Ogburn. “T ask them,
‘How are you domg in school?” I ask them
to bring their report cards to me. I try to let
them know 1 care.”

“I'd rather be working than on the
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i~ tions,that “if the trainin

" been attached to. it;“the fact remains. that”

ing panacea. Inhlsforew ‘o .
Jobs.” a 1984 study done by Ivan Charner
and Bryna Shore Fraser of the National
Institute' for Work and. Learning; former ,;
Secretary of Labor Willard W, Wirtz writes.
that 'stich jobs “offer ‘a"good. deal that: | is -
generally considéred: worthwlnle  but.cau-" =
g-in this kind. .

of wodc mocks the ‘dead end” label that has *

promotlonal opportumues "1the fast- food
industry-are: limi

“Any suggestior that a: lutch ol two of ..
fast food: émployment-will invitself: lead-a-.
young person:to- sometllmg;more worth: .

"~ gan behindithe counter. x:f ¢ : mcilitag ¢
Fast food also offeis good oppoitunitie
to mmouues, he says and McDonald" i

by franchlsees and more
of black-youthsare employ
of other- fast-food comipani : s
Indeed, the first facts cuedm“FastFood- -
Jobs™ are these: “More than three and a half - - -
million people can be found working in fast.:
food jobs: across the country.in anysgiven =
week: Seventy percent; of approximately- r:
two dnd a half.million of these: employees, s
are under.the age.of 27 ... . " 6l -
So. are ‘most of the folks. sellmg crack..::
Even without trying, these-establishiments: - -
are functioning as-an important de facto ;
weapon in the war against drugs. - - [ N
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McKoy quit dealing and yed at Popeyes: “I tened up. .

street,” says soft-spoken Quincy McLane,
19, who earns $4.88 an hour cooking
chicken at the Popeyes managed by Og-
burn. He has worked there a year, 9 to 5.
He also works from 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. as a
dishwasher at a Holiday Inn. Before he
embarked on this grueling schedule, Mc-
Lane says he was raking in $200 a day as
a runner for a crack dealer. He started when
he was 17.

“It was the money,” he says. “A lot of
guys’ parents don’t take care of them like

. « I feel good?

they should. Or they have family problems,
especially money problems. They think, ‘If
I can be successful [selling drugs], I can
help my mother.” ”

After just a few months, he was arrest-
ed. He drew two years’ probatlon One
time cured him: “I said, ‘F’ll never go that
route.” | had good grades. I figured I could
go to school.” McLane says he will eventu-
ally leave Popeyes and go to school to study
electronics and computers.

“It takes a little longer, but it’s better”

11
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McLane’s rapid taste of the high and low
sides of crack dealing is what spurs him to
work 15 hours a day now. “When you are
running for someone, that’s still slaving. I
figure 1t's safer. The best thing to do is
school and work. There’s really no future
on the streets. Eventually it will catch up
with you. If not now, later.

“Some got locked up, some got killed,”’
he says of former drug-dealing cronies. “I
had friends who had something going for
them — sports or education. They went all
downhill. They figure you can sell a lot of
drugs and quit. But there’s really no way
out. They forgot about their education be-
cause the money was coming at them so
fast.

he money comes between
friends,” he adds. Besides
the benefits it brings, “the
money is also evil”

Why do some abandon
drug dealing after one run-
in with the law, while oth-

ers stay in it? “They might owe money to
the guy they are working for,” so they have
to deal when released to pay him off, he
explains. “Or the Big Man might say,
‘When you get out, come back and work
for me.” - ‘

Eric McKoy is in the manager trainee
program at the Popeyes managed by Ray.
He makes $6 an hour. But not so long ago,
the confident, professional 19-year-old was
pulling in up to $900 a day selling crack.

He has worked at Popeyes for 2Y/2 years.
*“1 was already working here when I was
selling drugs. But I hardly came in. I used
it as a cover-up,’ he says. He began selling
drugs in the ninth grade.

“I had no work, no money. I hung out
with the fellas. We’d go to the go-go. Guys
would flash their bankroll. I wanted to be
like them.”

He and his brother, who is now 22, ran
their own independent crack operation.
They were -arrested for selling. McKoy
missed one hearing, a bench warrant was
issued for him and he was picked up and
locked in a juvenile detention facility for six
days. That cured him.

“All I needed was one day. It’s a small
room. I couldn’t take it. I straightened up,”
he says. He drew one year’s probation. Ray
allowed him to return to work. His proba-
tion recently ended early because his week-
ly drug tests were consistently clean.

“I like it better working. There are less
fears. My family gets along with me better.
My mother wouldn’t speak to me. She dis-
owned me. '
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McGee credits her mother andgran

“I feel good. 1 come to work, 1 go home,
1 don’t worry about nobody shooting me
because ] owe them money.” When dealing,
he says, you *“always got to worry. Today, I
can walk the street. I feel good.”

His brother was arrested twice more for
dealing and is doing 1Y2 years in the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s prison.

All their money is gone, he says. “We
were saving for a truck. We had $15,000 in
the closet in a bag. My brother’s girlfriend
took the money and smoked it all up. She
was on crack.” -

McKoy feels no pressure from friends
who still sell drugs. “They do what they got
to do, and I do what I got to do,” he says.
“Most have not been locked up. Some have
been hustling eight or nine years and never
got caught. I hope they straighten out. But
the only one I talk to about stopping it is
my brother”

Most youths who work at the outlets
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dm(:ther with instilling in her a work ethic.
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have less adventurous stories than these.
For most, the local burger or chicken place
is a first job and way station en route to the

.armed services, college, trade or computer

school or a preferred job. One reason is that
the work is hard, hot and tiring, given the
pay. “I don’t like looking at chicken every
day. I'm having bad dreams about chicken
every night,” says Elaunda Smith, who
wants to find a job doing secretarial work
at the District Superior Court building.

No matter what their eventual destiny,
these young people have a brutally clear
knowledge of the street and the mechanics
of the crack trade, an acute awareness of
the risks of drug dealing and a good sense
of the value of work and of the advantages
in hawking fried chicken or hamburgers
rather than drugs.

““You have followers and leaders. There
are those who have goals and plans. When
1 go into my career, all my money, my job,

INSIGHT / AUGUST 28. 1980
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. - - nobody will be able to take that away
from me. The people selling drugs, all their
money can be taken away from them,” says
McGee.

“You can go out and hustle for four
hours and make $300 or $400. But if you
get caught, it’s not worth it. You buy a car
— a Benz — you get arrested, they gonna
take it anyway. It’s not worth it,” says Char-
lie Whitaker, a strapping 17-year-old with
an engaging sense of humor who works at
a Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet. He has
worked there for a year and puts in 30 to 40
hours a week for $4.80 an hour. He plans
to become a bus driver or a police officer.
This summer, he plans to leave the chicken
business for a job in construction, “because
I want to make some money.”

The transience and vulnerability of
money gained by selling drugs has a pow-
erful impact on young people who work. It
is especially sharp because the €asy money
is usually the reason others choose to seil

INSIGHT / AUGUST 28, 1989
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“At the time I was being encouraged to -
sell drugs. I wanted expensive things, like
gold earrings with my name on them”

drugs in the first place. There is an intense
awareness of the fragility of the gains, a
knowledge that fancy cars, the gold, the
sneakers, the clothes can all be taken away
at any moment. These youngsters have a
healthy fear of possible violence from the
police, the kingpin distributors or jealous
competitors, as well as the knowledge that
in a second, each can lose everything he
has, including his life.

“I don’t think it is worth it. They get
locked up from it. They get hurt from it.
They get sick from it,” says Robert Small-
wood, 18, a high school sophomore. He
has worked at a Kentucky Fried Chicken
restaurant for about 18 months, for 44
hours a week at $4.55 an hour.

“When they get to selling drugs, they
get happy and stop going to school. I'm
never going to leave school. I don’t care if
I’m 50, 'Ll finish school. I want something
better in my life.”

When he graduates, Smallwood plans

to join the Army and learn computer tech-
nology.
“Kids who deal drugs have to"be very
protective of themselves. Have to know
when to stay inside and when to go out.
Have to watch their back. I'd rather work
for mine than be out on the street,” says
Evelyn Marie Allen, a high school senior
with a 3-year-old daughter. Her father and
grandmother take care of the child so she
can work and attend school.

“Everybody wants the same thing out of
life,” says the 19-yearold. “The ones out
there selling drugs want it quicker. But

- there’s knowing you could be killed on the

spot.”

These young people often look down on
their peers who fall into crack selling. “It
don’t take anything to sell drugs. You don’t
need an education. You can hire someobdy
with an education to count the money for
you,” Whitaker says disdainfully.

Allen has a friend who sells crack while
going to school full-time. “She says she
does it just to have fun”” She likes the risk,
says Allen.

They also know that the lure of fast
money blinds others to the dangers in-
volved. “Basically, they think they’Il get the
money and the money will protect them.
They don’t realize — don’t think — they
will get hurt or jailed,” says Smallwood.

And they see that the money eamed
from crack dealing carries much more than
purchasing power. They see how it comes
with a negative charge and how the para-
noia and competitiveness associated with it
will break up friendships, cause violence
and corrupt the players. ’

“The beeper guys come in in groups;”
says McGee. “They are disrespectful, loud.
‘I want, I want, give me, give me.’ They
bang on the counter. I think sometimes they
feel they have power and authority over
others,” because of the freedom they feel
from all the money they have.

“The main reason they do it is to impress
girls,” says Whitaker. “Buy a car and every-
thing else. You don’t do it unless you're
trying to impress somebody. And that’s
girls. You make a lot of money. Then the
feeling of power comes.”

But the fast, easy money becomes self-
defeating. “When you make it like that, you
spend it like that. It's not like a job. You
don’t think about how you spend it””

Andrew Goodwin, 18, puts it bluntly.
“Money isn’t everything. You can have
money anytime you want. Just do it the
right way. I don’t need the money?”

Goodwin, who graduated from high
school in June, has worked for Kentucky
Fried Chicken for 25 years:"Hé makes
$4.75 an hour and worked six or seven
hours a day on schooldays andseven or
eight hours a day on weekends. His older

" brother, 19, works at Wendy’s:- Géodwin

plans to join the Air Force this: summer to
study computers and electronics. He wants
to avoid the drug culture because he has
already been too close to it: His younger
brother, 16, got into trouble in Maryland
for selling cocaine. -

“He was hanging with the wrong peo-
ple,” says Goodwin, who says his brother
was adversely influenced by their older
cousin, a drug dealer. The brother’s activ-
ities have caused much trouble at home.
“There are lots of family fights about it,’
he says. “My brother just leaves.”

For good or ill, family always seems to
play a role in these adolescents’ decisions
about working. McGee credits her grand-

Gold jewelry earned the honest way

b
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parents and her mother for teaching her the
proper way to conduct her life. “They have
-been very influential on me,” she says.

In many cases, the influence is a'strong
mother.

“T used to have friends who pressured
me to sell drugs,” says Smallwood. “But
my mother raised me to be a better person.”
Whitaker too says the difference for him
was made by his mother, a Jehovah’s Wit-
ness. “She’s not about to tolerate any drug
selling in the house. She read the Bible to
me. Just being around her lets me know

-selling drugs is the wrong way to go. It’s
not really necessary.”

“My parents said, ‘Find one friend who

does the right thing, and stay with him,’ ™

says Antione Thompson, 17, who works at
the Popeyes managed by Ray. “My parents
tell me every day before they go to work,
‘Don’t get in trouble. Stay in school. Go to
work. I believe it’s the crowd a person

14

hangs with that makes them do something
wrong.”

Thompson, an 11th-grader, has been at
Popeyes two years, makes $4.75 an hour

and works weekdays and weekends, 34 -

hours a week.

“I’ve wanted to work since I was 10
he says. His first job was at a McDonald’s.
He also worked as a dishwasher at Howard
University. “They announce jobs over the
PA at school. I always go down and sign

‘up for them.”

Thompson plays trumpet in the school
marching band, and one way he avoids the
dense drug environment is to spend his
spare time in the band room at school. He
does not hang out on the streets. This year

" his brass section was judged the best among

all the D.C. public schools.

Along with this kind of single-minded-
ness, many of these young people seem to
have in common patience and a good sense
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of what will benefit them over the long haul
— a view that youths who stay with drug
dealing clearly lack. “It’s not important to
them to go to school to earn money later.
It is important to get money now. It’s a
‘now’ thing,” says McGee.

“At the time I was being encouraged to
sell drugs. . . . I wanted expensive things,
like gold earrings with my name on them.
My mother provides for me, but she said
$200 was just too expensive for one pair of
earrings. She said, ‘ You have to getajob.'

“I did it. I got the earrings. I put them
in layaway in January and didn’t get them
until April.” ,

“You should do honest work,” says
Whitaker. “If you get caught selling drugs
it makes it really hard] to try to get a job
when you’re older”

These youths have had to learn ways to
cope with the pressure from peers to sell
drugs. “People know what you want to do.
If you act like what they got ain’t nothing
to you — they know,” says Whitaker. “You
don’t want to be around it when they do it.
When the police come, everyone throws
drugs on the ground. So [to the cops] it
belongs to everyone there. You don’t want
to be around it. There’s too much risk of
getting arrested.”

Pamela Persaud, 33, may have the best
perspective on this scene. The assistant
manager of a Kentucky Fried Chicken res-
taurant in Anacostia, she has been with the
company for 17 years. She started working
in fast food as a pregnant high school drop-
out, and now she owns her own home.

She has seen things change in her com-
munity over the years. And she admits that
the money from drugs makes her think
twice. Young crack dealers often come into
her restaurant “with big, thick money
belts,” she says, laughing. “Even I think,
“You can do it ”

Through her teenage daughter, she is
close to the problems that plague the youn-
ger generation, especially the intense peer
pressure that pushes youths into affiliation
with drugs. Sixteen-year-old boys who sell
crack have lots of money to spend on ex- -
pensive gifts for girls they want to impress.
The items — certain handbags, jewelry,
clothes — then become status symbols that
everyone must have. But the only way for
a girl to get them is to become eritangled
with a drug-dealing boy, says the assistant
manager. .

*“I would say about half the kids get into
it,” she says. “The girls get into it as girl-
friends. They get excited because, say, a
boy bought them a new car. )

“My daughter sees people who have
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“You have to have time with your kids. Time. Too
many parents are tired from working. They are
sleeping. They don’t pay attention to their kids.”

expensive things from people who sell
drugs. I won’t let her keep any expensive
gifts from 16-year-old boys. I know that’s
not right. My daughter comes home with
something expensive — I know [ didn’t buy
it for her. 1 ask her a million questions.”

She believes parents can keep their chil-
dren away from drug selling and at legiti-
mate jobs instead. And in contrast to many
parents who feel powerless to control way-
ward teenagers, she feels parents still hold
the power.

“Most kids who work at fast-food places
have parents who will take their heads off
if they get involved with drugs,” she says.
“If they do, if parents threaten to throw
them out, it may stop them. You can’t rent
an apartment until you’re 21,” so the teen-
ager cannot just say, “ ‘So what, ['ll get my
own place.’ I think you should say, ‘If you
want to sell drugs, go live with the drug
people’

“You have to have time with your kids,”
she concludes. “Time. Too many parents

A dealer made a smart remark to Persaud about her truck; she put him in his place.
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are tired from working. They are sleeping.
They don’t pay attention to their kids” to
notice, for instance, that they are wearing
$150 sneakers that they cannot possibly
afford.

“That’s why I'm not a full-fledged man-
ager,” Persaud says; it would take too much
time away from her family.

Even though a fast-food job supplied her
with a welcome opportunity, she thinks it
is less than ideal work for youngsters. “Fast
food is too hard for a young child, 16. The
work is too hard. And you’ve got to deal
with weirdos. I tell the kids this is a hard
jobZ

Nevertheless, she observes, “the ones
who get into drug selling think they are
better than the kids who are working, be-
cause they have all that money.”

Recently, one young dealer pointed out
to Persaud that he drove exactly the same
model fourwheel-drive truck as she does
and could afford it without working for
hours in a fried chicken parlor. She re-
sponded that her car — as well as her house
and other possessions — were the product
of years of stability, hard work and a care-
fully maintained credit status, none of
which he was working to build for the
future.

“I told him, ‘I have exactly what you
have. So how is what you do any better or
more profitable than what I do? " She says
he had no answers.

“You can get whatever you want” with-
out selling drugs, she tells youths she
knows who are dealing. “It just takes time "

In the end, teenagers in impoverished
urban areas come to understand that maxim
very quickly or not at all. The choice of
whether or not to sell drugs appears to be
determined by each youngster’s perspective
and sense of responsibility as much as by
social, economic and peer pressures.

“It’s just the way you think,” says the
philosophical Whitaker, to whom it all
seems very clear. “It’s not the way the
police think or what the police say. It’s how
you feel about the issue.

“If the money tempts you, then you
probably will. If it doesn’t, you probably
won’t. That’s the way it goes.”

— Daniel Kagan

Postscript: The turnover in fast food is high,
sometimes up to 100 percent a year. By the
time this story went to press, Antione
Thompson had left Popeyes for a better job
in maintenance, and Charlie Whitaker had
taken a better-paying job as an airport
baggage handler. Elaunda Smith had left
her job as well, reports Ralph Ogburn.
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YET SOME IN CONGRESS DO NOT AGREE. PERHAPS IT IS
TIME WE SENT THEM A MESSAGE. JUST AS WE SHOULD SUPPORT
SINGLE-PARENT FAMILIES, SO WE SHOULD ALSO SUPPORT TWo-
PARENT FAMILIES WHERE ONE PARENT CHOOSES TO CARE FOR
THE ZHILDREN AT HOME.
AND SOME WOULD DISCRIMINATE AGAINST CHURCH-

SPONSORED CHILD CARE. I sAY THAT'S WRONG.

WHEN IT COMES TO CHILD CARE, WE NEED MORE CHURCHES
INVOLVED NOT MORE GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION. (PAUSE)

- 21 -

WE NEED MORE CONGREGATIONS, WITH LOVE AND CONCERN

HELPING TO TAKE CARE OF OUR CHILDREN -- NOT MORE
GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS TELLING US HOW TO DO IT. (PAusE)

AND THAT'S WHY WE NEED A CHILD CARE POLICY

THAT PUTS MONEY IN THE POCKETS OF PARENTS AND CHOICE IN

THE HANDS OF PARENTS.




BUT CHILD-CARE FOR FAMILIES IS NOT ENOUGH.
FAMILIES NEED OPPORTUNITY: I WANT TO RENEW MY PROPOSAL
7R FEDERAL ENTERPRISE ZONES, TO BRING OPFORTUNITY TO
THE BARREN LOTS OF THE SOUTH BRONX, TO THE STREETS OF

#ATTS, TO FARM TOWNS AND TO EVERY COMMUNITY IN NEED

- 23 -

AND ALSO I RENEW MY PROPOSAL FOR TENANT MANAGEMENT OF

PUBLIC HOUSING. WE CAN NO LONGER DENY ANY OF OUR

PEOPLE THE AUTONOMY AND THE DIGNITY THEY DESERVE.
((PAUSE))
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AND THEY DESERVE SOMETHING ELSE - A SAFE PLACE TO RAISE

THEIR CHILDREN AND JUST LIVE THEIR LIVES. AND SO I'VE
ORDERED HUD TO TARGET AN ADDITIONAL $50 MILLION TO
EVICT THE DEALERS FROM PUBLIC HOUSING. LET'S GIVE

THESE KIDS A FIGHTING CHANCE TO LIVE A LIFE WITHOUT
DRUGS.
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" PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS ON DRUGS:. All Networks
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" Good evening.

' This'is'the first time Since'taking the oath of office that -

I felt an issue was so lmportant, 80 threatenlng, that it

warranted talklng directly w1th you, . the Amerlcan people. All of,
us agree that the’ gravest domestic threat facing our natlon_today
is drugs. | :

Turn on ‘the evenlng news, . or plck up the mornlng paper and

you’ll see what some Americans know Just by stepplng out’ their

front door. our most serious. problem today is cocaine, ‘and in

partlcular, crack.

) Drugs have strained our falth in our. system of justlce. Our

- courts, our prlsons, our legal system are to the point of
' collapse. The SOClal cost of drugs are mountlngr In shortpz

' drugs threaten to sap. our strength as a natlon

Who'’s respon51ble? Let me tell you
-ﬁveryoneIWho‘uses drugs
‘Everyone who sells drugs.
'dAnd everyone who ° looks the other way.
Tonlght,_I will tell you how many Americans are us1ng'

lllegal drugs. I will present to you our national strategy to]‘
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»deal w1th every aspect of thlS threat » And I w111 ask you to get

y-llnvolved ln what promlses to be a very dlfflcult flght.l;‘

((Plck up v1al)) Thls is. crack cocalne selzed a few days

ago by Drug Enforcement Admlnlstratlon agents ln a park just

,across ‘the street from the White House. It. could eaSLly have
'been herorn or PCP. It s as lnnocent looklng as candy, but it is - -
’turnlng our. c1t1es lnto battle zones and it is murderlng our

'chlldren by the thousands.l Let there be no mlstake, this stuff

18 poison. ((Set vial down,. out of camera range ))

Some used to call drugs just a harmless form of recreatlon.

‘.:They re not., Drugs are a real and terrrbly dangerous threat to

:our nelghborhoods, to our frlends and to our famllles.

No one among us is out of. ‘harm’ s way When.four-year-olds

play 1n playgrounds strewn w1th dlscarded hypodermic needles and -
'crack v1als == ((I have to’ tell you,)) it breaks my, heart Whenf-

o cocalne--- one of the most deadly and addlctlve 111egal drugs -—

lS avallable to school klds - school kids -— it makes me

‘Afurlous.- And when hundreds of thousands of bables are born each

year to mothers who use. drugs - premature bables born

}desperately sick -- then even the most defenseless among us are

at rlsk.

: Many crtlzens, and many communltles, are already in the
thick of it. Some good Amerlcans have even pald w1th thelr
lives;‘ Corporal Charles Hill, a Vlrglnla pollceman, father of

two, was gunned down while trylng to talk a violent crack addict

Alnto releaSLng a hostage. Maria Hernandez, a New York‘woman‘who
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stood up'to'drug'dealers, was shotfto~death throughaher bedrOQm",

';.w1ndow one mornlng whlle gettlng ready for work. These are

"*Amerlcan heroes in the battle to save the future, the very soul

of our country We mourn thelr loss. And as a- natlon, we vow
~that they w111 not have dled<1n valn. » _ |
o But what are we up agalnst? Let me share w1th you the
'results of the recently completed Household Survey of the
National Instltute on Drug Abuse."It‘compares_recent drug use to
sthree years-agoQ~.It tells us‘some-very gocd~news.;i}v}}and,tsomeif
‘very bad news,j Eirst, the good, '((Camera-cuts to_Sllde‘Qne;))
((PAUSE)) o o | R
As you can see in the'chart, in 1985 the government =
Aestlmated that 23 million Amerlcans were us1ng drugs on av
"current" basrs - that is, at least once in the precedlng 30
, days.' Last year, that number fell by 37 percent to 14.5 mllllon.v
That means that almost nlne mllllon Amerlcans have glven up so-
'called casual drug use.p ((Cut to Sllde Two. )) | _
| ‘Total current use of the two ‘most common, lllegal drugs --.
.marljuana and cocalne —— lS down 36 and 48 percent respectlvelyl
Because we changed our natlonal attltude toward drugs,_
' casual drug use has decllned We have many to thank for thls;'
our- brave law-enforcement offlcers, rellglous leaders, teachers,
communlty acthlStS, and bus1ness and labor leaders.' We should~-v
E also thank the media -- telev181on, radlo and the press -= for
thelr exhaustlve news and edltorlal coverage- and advertlsers.for:

' thelr antr-drug_campalgn. 4F1nally, I want to thank President -
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: Reagan and Nancy Reagan.‘ All of these good people told the truth :

- that drug use lS wrong and dangerous.f

: But, as much comfort as we can draw from these dramatlc

reductlons, there is also bad news - very bad news. - Among the-

‘more than elght mllllon people who used cocalne at all in- the "
'gpast year, almost one million of them used it once a week ‘or
. more. ' _ | |

What this means is that, in spite of the fact that overall
cocalne use lS down,. habitual cocaine use has almost doubled ln'
'the last’ few years.“ That's why habltual cocaine users ——
especrally crack users -- are our most pres51ng, lmmedlate drugA

-L_problem.- ((PAUSE))

Make no mlstake.. There are no easy answers. To win the war .;'

agalnst addlctlve drugs llke crack w1ll take more than just a -
) federal strategy, another Washlngton solutlon. It w111 take a
.natlonal strategy that reaches 1nto every school and every o
workplace. One that'lnvolves every Amerlcan.

‘ Earller today, I sent our first such Natlonal Strategy to
the Congress, developed with the hard work of our nation’ s flrst
fdrug policy drrector, Bill Bennett5 ‘We talked-wlthlstate, local
and community leaders, law~enforcement'officials and experts in
educatlon, drug preventlon and rehabllltatlon. We talked with

'parents and kids. We took a long hard look at all that the

federal government has done about drugs ln the past° what’ s

. worked, and -- let’s be honest - what hasn't. Too often,,peopleg

.have‘seen»the productlon of drugs,“the smuggllng of drugs, the -
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dlstrlbutlon of drugs and the consequences of drugs as unrelated

problems.’ And too often,.the government agenc1es responSLble for R

- endlng thlS scourge acted that way too.' But turf battles.won t
.w1n thlS war. Teamwork w1ll | | | V
| Tonlght, I am announcxng a strategy that is as comprehens1ve :_
as the problem.A This time, we. have a strategy that coordlnates
'our resources, our programs and the people who run them, - . '_‘a'

Our weapons in thls strategy are: our laws and crlmlnal

. justlce system, our forelgn pollcy, our treatment systems, and

your schools and drug preventlon programs. So the weapons we. need-‘
"are the weapons we already have. What has been 1ack1ng~ls a_f '
strategy to effectively use them.

Let me address four of the maJor elements of thls strategy.

kkk First, we arefdetermined-tofenforce the law, to.make '
our streets’and:neighborhoods.safe. To.begin_with,'I mm -
proposing that we more than double federaliassfstance_to_state
'andilocal5lawfenforcement. Americans“have‘a rightdto;safety in
and around their homes. | | |

And’we-won't have-safe neighborhoods unless we are'tough'on
'drug crlmlnals -= much tougher than we are now. Sometimes that
means tougher penaltles. But more often it Just means punlshmentw”
that is. swift and certain. We’ ve all heard storles about drug
dealers who are caught and arrested -; agaln and agaln -- but -

‘never. punlshed They should get what they deserve - hard time.'
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So our enforcement strategy lS based on a s;mple phllosophy.
T‘If you sell drugs, you. w111 be caught. And when you're caught,
'you w111 be prosecuted. And once you re conv1cted, you will do
Attme., Caught. Prosecuted Punlshed

I am prop051ng that we enlarge our crlmlnal justlce system

across the ‘board =- at the local, state and federal levels allke..

_We need more prlsons, more jalls, more courts, ‘more prosecutors.
So tonlght, I am requestlng - altogether “=a $1 4 bllllon
11ncrease in drug-related federal spendlng on 1aw enforcement.

And whlle lllegal drug use lS found in every communlty,.-d

nowhere is it worse than in our publlc housing pro;ects. tThe:*;ﬂff

fpoor have always borne a dlsproportlonate share of sufferlng
:But'ln Amerlca»s,past, they wesen' 't mugged on the way home from
- workpby crack gangs. And thelr chlldren dldn't have to dodge‘
bullets on thekway;tOjschool. These Amerlcans deserve
.f_compassfon.' hnd they will be_the first to tell you that in thlS

‘caSe,”compassion‘means.getting tough. That is why I am targetlng

$50 mllllon for publlc housing projects -- to help restore order, -

and to klck out the dealers for good.

. - The second element of our strategy looks beyond‘our _
borders, where all the cocalne and crack bought on Amerlca s .
street lS grown and processed. In Colombla alone, cocalne

. klllers have gunned down a brave statesman, and murdered almost
’ two hundred judges, seven members of thelr supreme court and a :

justlce mlnlster. Agalnst this assault, PreSLdent Barco and the
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. Columblan people are settlng an‘example of her015m for the world;in
And I agree w1th Pre51dent Barco - lf Amerlcans use cocalne, |
- then Amerlcans are paying for murder._ The bes1eged governments
. of the drug-produc1ng countrles are’ flghtlng back, ‘to help breakr;7

‘the 1nternatlonal drug rlngs. They are on the Slde of democracy

'ﬂland justlce.' And we w111 not leave them to flght alone.

- The $65 mllllon emergency assrstance announced two weeks ago o

~;'iwas Just our first step in as515t1ng some South Amerlcan .

countrles, the Andean natlons, in thelr flght agalnst the cocalnef

'cartels._ COlombla has already arrested suppllers, selzed tons of'jj

-,cocalne and conflscated palatlal homes of drug lords., But
AColombla faces a 1ong,’uph111 battle, 80 we must be ready to do
more.;' L >‘ | |

‘» ThlS strategy-earmarks4$260 mllllon for nekt yearAln
.‘mllltary and law enforcement assrstance for the three Andean
‘natlons of Colombla, Bollv1a and Peru. ThlS w1ll be the flrst
~part of a flve-year, $2 bllllon program to counter the producers,l
"1the trafflckers and the smugglers._“‘
' I have spoken w1th PreSLdent Barco, and we hope to meet w1thf'
;the leaders of affected countrles‘ln an unprecedented drug
*summlt, all to. coordlnate an Inter-Amerlcan strategy agalnst the
"cartels.. We w1ll ask our allles and frlends - espeC1ally our-A'
Economlc Summlt partners - to do more ln the flght agalnst
. drugs.. I am also asklng ‘the Senate to ratlfy the U N..Antl-Drug

=¢Convent10n concluded last December.
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'To:stop those drugs on the’ way to Amerlca,_ upropose that we

hspend more than a bllllon and a half dollars on lnterdlctlon. " We
f'must contlnue to support our Coast Guard and Customs agents, SO

»they can stop drugs at our borders._

Our. message to the drug cartels 1s thlS' the rules have

;changed. We w111 help any. government that wants our help Where_
'approprlate, we. will for the. flrst tlme make avallable the’-

resources, ‘even the personnel, of Amerlca s armed forces.. We

will seek out drug smugglers on the hlgh seas,-ln lnternatlonal

"alrspace and at our borders. We w11l stop the flow of chemlcals
'4;from the Unlted States used to process drugs. We w111 seek and
'enforce 1nternatlonal agreements to track drug money back to the;?.
"”front men and flnanCLers.z And we should handcuff the mlddle men.ﬁ‘

. just llke any street dealer.

*** The third part of our strategy concerns drug treatment.‘
Experts belleve that there are two mllllon Amerlcan drug’ users
who may be able to get off drugs w1th proper treatment. But'

rlght now, only 40 percent of them are actually gettlng help

lThlS is s1mply not good enough.

Many people who need treatment won't seek it on thelr own.

And some ‘who do seek it are put on a waltlng llst.‘ Most programs

were set up to deal w1th herorn addlcts, but today the ma]or o

'problem is cocalne users. - It’s time to expand our treatment _

systems . and do a better Job'of prov;dlng‘serv1ces to those who

' need.them.
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_ So to rmprove the treatment system, I am prop031ng a $321

mllllon lncrease ln federal spendlng on drug treatment

Wlth thls strategy, we w1ll do more. We w111 work w1th the ’

: states We will encourage employers to establlsh Employee‘

' X

ASSLStance Programs that cover drug use.. And, because addlctlon
is such a cruel 1nher1tance, we w1ll 1ntens1fy our search for ‘

-ways to ‘help expectant mothers who,use_drugs.

"k Fourth, we. must stop lllegal drug use before lt starts
Unfortunately, it beglns early -- for many klds, before. thelr'-
5 teens But it doesn t start the way you mlght thlnk, w1th a

| dealer or ‘an addlct hanglng around a school playground More

often, our kldS first get thelr drugs free, from friends, or even ’

'from older brothers or srsters Peer pressure spreads drug use.g*

- Peer pressure can help stop lt. _

I am proposrng a quarter-of-a-bllllon—dollar lncrease in
»-federal funds for school and communlty preventlon programs that
'help young people -- -and adults - reject entlcements to- try

drugs And because words alone are not enough, I am proposrng

somethlng else.g I call on every school, college and unlver51ty -

- and every workplace -- to adopt tough but falr pollc1es .about
;:drug use by students and employees. Those that will not adopt
such pOllCleS will not get federal funds. Period.

The prlvate sector also has a role to play. - I spoke with:a_
:'buSLnessman named Jim Burke who said he was haunted by the

Lthought -=a nlghtmare really -- that somewhere in Amerlca, at any
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glven moment, there lS a teen-age glrl who should be in school,
lnstead of g1v1ng blrth to ‘a Chlld addlcted to cocalne. So Jlmu
: d1d somethlng "He led a antl—drug partnershlp, flnanced by A
':prlvate funds, to work w1th advertlsers and medla flrms. ~ Their

partnershlp lS now determined to work w1th our'strategy by'

o ra131ng a mllllon dollars .in alrtlme every day for the next three~

years -- a bllllon dollars total. Thlnk of lt, a billion dollars
of T. V. tlme, all to promote the antl-drug message.

. What I can do as President is to keep the natlonal focus on’
'the offen31ve agalnst drugs. Next week I will. take the antl-drug'
imessage to the classrooms of Amerlca in a speC1al telev1510n

' address, one that I hope w1ll reach every school, every teen-.,i
,:ager. But drug education doesn't begln in class or on T V.f It
must begln at home _ Parents and famlly must set the flrst |

’ fexample of a drug-free life.

These are the most lmportant elements 1n my strategy to
.flght drugs. 'They areﬁall deslgned tovrelnforce one another, to'_
_mesh~1nto a powerful whole ‘VTO'mount an_aggressive_attack;on the )
problem from every angle - o |

As you can tell, such an approach w111 not'come cheaply'
Last February, I asked for a $700 mllllon 1ncrease ln the drug
'budget.for the coming year Now, over ‘the past 51x months of
.careful study, we have developed a strategy that makes effectlve

use of another bllllon and a half doliars. Thus, our 1990 drug-
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L budget totals almost elght bllllon dollars - the largest
1ncrease ‘in hlstory

Let me’ tell you how 1mportant thlS is. We need thls program

'.7,'fully 1mplemented - and the money to pay for lt - rlght away.A:

~ The next flscal year beglns just 26 days from now "So tonlght-

:;I'm asklng the Congress - whlch has helped us. formulate thls
'strategy - to help us fund lt as well

We can’ pay for this flght agalnst drugs w1thout ra151ng .

- Ataxes or addlng to the budget def1c1t. We have submltted our o

.plan to Congress that shows just how thlS drug strategy can be
_ fully funded, w1th1n the llmlts of our, blpartlsan budget
'lagreement.‘ ‘ | »

L I know some will Stlll say that we are not - spendlng enough.g'
money But those who Judge our strategy by 1ts prlce tag only,tf
s1mply don’t understand the problem. Let’'s face lt, we’'ve all

seen 1n the past ‘that money alone won't solve our’ toughest »

' 'problems

Yes, dollars‘arelyital.b'To be strong and efficient, our. -
- strategy needs these-funds. But there 1s no match for a unlted'-
Amerlca, a determlned Amerlca, an angry Amerlca.. Our outrage “
uagalnst drugs unltes us, brlngs us together behlnd thls one plan
of action, an- assault on every front. j'

Thls is the toughest domestlc challenge we've faced in
‘_decades.f And lt is a challenge we must face - not as Democrats
or Republlcans, llberals or conservatlves - but as Amerlcans. -

fhe key ls_a‘coordlnated, unlted effort. We have_responded



falthfully to’ the mandate of the Congress to produce ourlnation's

'1f1rst natlonal drug strategy - I w111 pe looking to the
Democratlc Majorlty ln ‘congress’ for leadershlp and blpartlsan
p»support. And I expect cooperatlon from them, ‘not competltlon,;a

'natlonal effort, not a partlsan blddlng war.-

To start, we need Congress not only to pass thlS

Adminlstratlon s drug strategy, but ‘our crlme package announced

:in May;-a'package to'toughen sentences, and to- beef up law

enforcement.

We need the states to-match toughertfederal laws with T

'-qstlffer ball, probatlon, parole and sentencing;'

' And we need your help If someone you know is usingidrugs,

help them get off drugs., If you are a parent, talk to your

‘chlldren about drugs - tonight

Call your local drug preventlonﬂprogram.y(Ee‘a Big‘Brotheru>

.or Slster to a Chlld in need PltCh in- w1th yourilocal

Nelghborhood Watch program Whether you donate your tlme, serve_‘

-_-as a counselor, or partrcrpate in a fundraLSLng drlve, there are:‘

no unimportant tasks in the war on drugs.. Everyone counts.
Every employer who bans drugs from the workplac‘:e.'w
Every school that takes ‘a hardnosed stance.ﬂ R
Every nelghborhood in whlch drugs are not welcome.
.GFlnally, everyone who refuses to. look the other way

Everyone counts.'

of course, victory Wlll take hard work and many years. But

we must;not.relent-e- too_many young llves are at stake.



| Not long ago, I read a newspaper story about a 11ttle boy
named Dooney, who,~unt11 recently, llved ln a-"rack house in a
' suburb of’ Washlngton, D. C In Dooney S. nelghborhood chlldren |
fdon't fllnch at the sound of gunflre. And. when they'olay, they
Vpretend to sell to each other small whlte rocks they call crack.

B Llfe at home was so dlsmal that Dooney begged hlS teachers
to let hlm sleep on the floor at school And, when asked about
hrs future, 6-year-old Dooney says thlS :'"Ivdonft want to_sellr‘\‘
drugs, but I wrll probably have to." ((PAUSE))
| Dooney doesn't have to sell drugs. No: Chlld 1n Amerlca
should have to live 11ke thlS.: Together, as a people, we canﬁf
 save these kldS.. We have already saved countless llves. We.have_:
already transformed a natlonal attltude of tolerance lnto o
condemnatron. But the war on drugs w1ll be hard—won,
;nelghborhood by nelghborhood, block by'block, k11 by kld.

If we flght thlS war as a d1v1ded nation, then. the war is

~lost. ((Plck up. v1al hold 1t 1n front of you)) But, lf we face
thls evil as a nation unlted our chlldren w111 have a brlghter
future,-and this w1ll be nothlng but a v1al of useless chemlcals.".
((Set v1al down, off camera)) Victory . o ((PAUSE)) v1ctory
over drugs is our cause,-a just cause, and with your help,-

Justlce will prevall._

' Thank you, God bless youfandfgood'night.,
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LOUISIANA CITY POLICE FORCE DECLARED "DRUG FREE"

THIBODAUX, Louisiana - - August 16, 1989 - - U.Ss.
Representative Billy Tauzin announced today in a Jjoint news
conference that "Operation Safe Street", a mandatory drug testing
program in this South Louisiana town, is complete and the entire
police force passed with flying colors.

Tauzin was jbined by Rear Admiral William F. Merlin, commander
of the U.§5. Coast Guard’s Eighth District station based in New
Orleans. .

Tauzin complimented the Mayor and Police Chief of his home
town for initiating the program this past April and encouraged
other cities to follow their lead. The Police Chief and the Mayor
of the City of Thibodaux launched a massive campaign against drug
traffic within the city which has a population of arcund 16,000,

Since the U.S. Supreme Court recently ruled that police forces
and other governmental agencies that handle public safety can
require their ranks to participate in tests for use 0of illegal
drugs, many law enforcement agencies across the nation implemented
programs similar to the one in Thibodaux. Many agencies require
tests only of new recruits but the Thibodaux program included
‘everyone, even the Chief and the Mayor,

In setting up "Operation Safestreet" the Chief of Police,
Milfred C. Zeringue, Jr., and Mayor Warren J. Harang, Jr. drew up
rules and regulations which were adopted as part of the official
Policy and Procedures order for the Thibodaux Police Department and
incorporated into the hiring of new police recruits. .

During a news conference today, Chief Zerangue sald that 34
commissioned police officers along with 7 civilian rersonnel in the
department, as well as himself and the Mayor were found to be drug
free. "We are the first police department within the state to have
administered testing to 100% of the employees and proven to be
totally drug free,” said Zerangue, ‘

The drug tests on the police officers were conducted by Calvin
Bodden, administrator of River Region Hospital in Vacherie, a
private hospital which specializes in the treatment of individuals
who suffer from the abusive use of drugs. Bodden said the tests
will be conducted annually. ~

-more- -
P
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Tauzian cgommended the Thibodaux officials for taking the
initlative to create a drug-free work place. “The Thibodaux police
force and Mayor Harang are shining examples to our children that
being drug free 1s the right way to live," he said.

Tauzin is chairman of the House Coast Guard and Navigation
Subcommittee. He pointed to the Coast Guard’s tireless efforts in
halting the flow of illegal drugs into the country,

Admiral Merlin stated that his officers continue to wage the
war with their drug patrols and seizures of illegal drugs. The
Coast Guard seizes, in an average day, 3,568 pounds of marijuana
and 35 pounds of c¢ocaine, preventing their entry into the U.S5. and
dispersal cn the streets.

“The men and women of the U.S. Coast Guard are our first line
of defense in the ‘War on Drugs’. We should beef up their
interdiction operations and give the Coast Guard the resources it
needs to fight this war,® said Tauzin.

He added that the Coast Guard is only one front in the
nation’s battle against illegal drugs and that, within our borders,
local and state programs like “"Operation Safe Street™ in Thibodaux
are another impoertant part of the battle being waged.

Federal ‘Drug Czar’ William Bennett announced last week that
he intends to wage a full-blown war on the trade of illegal drugs
in the United States. He has set a goal of reducing abuse in the
U.5. by 10% in two years and by 50% in the next ten years. He
asked the Bush Administration for more federal funding for local
and state efforts in the anti-drug campaign,

The Mayor and Police Chief will bring a report of their
program to Bennett in Washington later this month. They want
Bennett to review "Operation Safe Street" and consider making it
a natlonwide goal of local and state law enforcement agencies,

-30-
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