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THE WHITE HOUSK

WASHINGTON

ADGUST 29, 1989 39 AUG30 P2: 27

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PREST
THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON

SUBJECT: SEPTEMBER 7 AMERICAN LEGION ADDRESS

I. SUMMARY

On Thursday, September 7, at 10 A.M., at the Baltimore Convention
Center, you will address 8-9,000 American Legion members at their
annual convention. You last addressed this group one year ago to the
day. You will be introduced by the legion's National Commander,
Justice H.F. "Sparky" Gierke.

II. DISCUSSION

The enclosed remarks (17 minutes) focus on what Franklin Roosevelt

called "Freedom from fear" -- in 1989, freedam from war abroad; freedom
from drugs and crime at home. They discuss the Administration's crime and
drug initiatives, and the importance of approving the Administration's
Defense Authorization Bill.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN LEGION
BALTIMORE CONVENTION CENTER
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1989

Justice Gierke (GER-kee] -- as a fellow Legionnaire, let me
salute the first Viet Nam veteran to be selected National
Commandér\ And all of you who represent our Nation's largest and
fastest-growing veterans organization -- more than 3 million
members strong,

As always, it is a great privilege to join you, And a deep
personal pleasure to renew old ties. And to greet new friends.

Today 1s S\Etember 7th -- and I'm determined not to repeat
the mistake 1 made 4$iét¥21r wna%rg referred to this date as
Pearl Harbor Day. L comn 5‘*
amwmm&ﬁm

Not surprisingly, anniversaries were on my mind as I
traveled here from Washington. Events like this 71st national
convention of the American Legion, or the 200th birthday of the
Coast Guard. Or the very first anniversary of the Department of
Veterans Affairs -- led by its Secretary and our good friend, Ed
Derwinski. A Department intent on serving you -~ as you have
served your country.

Well, as you can imagine, these birthdays, in turn, got me

to thinking about another anniversary -~ the 175th this year of
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the "Star-Spangled Banner." And how your convention lies so near
its famous birthplace.

Tuesday, you did something that would have pleased Francis
Scott Key -- and for which 1 thank you. For by supporting a
Constitutional Amendment making it illegal to desecrate the
American flag, you joined the crusade to protect é:%:ggﬁbo{’of

America's honor, Khat Qur flaé smbedtes is too sacred to be

abused,

Woodrow Wilson once called the flag “the embodiment, not of
sentiment, but of history." And then the 28th President went on
to say, "It represents the experiences made by men and women, the
exXperiences of those who < and live under that flag,"

He meant, of course, that the flag -- like America --
represents many things. It represents self-expression and
opportunity. And democracy for all,

Like America, too, 014 Glory reflects the values -- moral
and intellectual, economic and military -- that have made, and
keep, us strong.

And like America, the flag symbolizes the gallantry of
veterans who love their country -- giving themselves, and often
their lives, to its protection. Storming the beaches of Okinawa.
Scaling the cliffs of Normandy. Taking shell-torn hills named
Hamburger and Arrowhead.

Fellow veterans, for seven decades the "experiences” of the

American Legion -- its "men and women" -- have helped write the
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Story of America and the story of our flag. And today -~ in
peacetime as in wartime -- you write their stories still.

For the flaé-l like America, is more than "sentiment." It
lives. On the ruggedtiljz}called Iwo Jima. It lifts. The tiny
hand of the little girl I saw on a street corner in Gdansk,
waving the Stars and Stripes. For boﬁ@ncaps lg freedom. The
freedom to vote as we want, and pray when and where we choose,
The freedom to go about our daily lives without tyranny or fear,

Fifty years ago this month, our allies went to war to
protect this freedom. For as panzer tanks crossed the Polish
frontier, and bombers savaged Warsaw, liberty confronted the evil
of fascism which -- even now -- defines hell on earth.

In the end, that conflict took more than 50 million lives.
And underscored, as few things have, man's inhumanity to man.
Our challenge today is to prove man's humanity to man by
preserving liberty without war. And thus secure what Franklin
Roosevelt called the "Four Freedoms": Freedom of speech, of
religion, freedom from want and fear.

Today, I want to focus on one of those freedoms -- freedom
from fear. The fear of war abroad. The fear of drugs and crime
at home.

To win that freedom -- to build a better, safer life -- will
require the bravery, and sacrifice, that Americans have shown
before. And must again. Already we have done much. Now, we
must do more. And achieve real peace -- both domestic and

foreign -- the kind of peace which lasts.
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First, our mission at home -- to free our country from the
fear of drugs and crime. Wwhen we ask what kind of gociety the
American people deserve, our answer is -- and must be -- a Nation
in which 1aw-abiding citizens are safe and feel safe.

That is why we have sent a comprehensive battle plan to
Congress to pﬁt an end to the crime and drugs which plague the
United States.

First, our plan seeks;to rid America of violent criminals
with an attack on four fronts. New laws -- to punish them. New
agents =< to arrest them. New prosecutors -- to convict then,
And new prisons -- to hold them.

We propose -to change the rules of the game dramatically,
Mandatory time for firearms offenses. » No deals when criminals
use a gqun., And for the most heinous crimes -- you remember my
promi#e. For ényone who kills a law enforcement officer -- no
legal penalty is too tough, ‘We want Congress to enact the steps
needed to implement the death penalty.

In short, our crime proposals are based on three pr1nc1ples.
Criminals in this Nation must understand that if they commit a
crime, they will be caught. And if caught, they will be
prosecuted, And if convicted, they will do time. By taking
hoods off the streets, we can -- and will -- take back the
streets,

I ask you to support our crime plan. And yet it's only one
part of the answer. So, two nights ago, I annoﬁnced America's

first comprehensive national strategy to win the war on drugs.
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Our drug program aims to stop drug use before it starts,
Through education and prevention -- from grade school to graduéte
school. And, second, through treatment, to help addicts who want
to get clean. With special emphasis on expectant mothers. Then,
there's the third part of our strategy -- getting drug dealers
off the streets and behind bars where they belong. And for their
ulfimate bosses -- the drug lords -- life in prison, with no
parole. And, finally, working with other governments to help
crack international drug rings.

As veterans, you know how battles are often fought -- house-
by-house, block-by-block. Well, we'll win this battle the same
way., Wiﬁning kid-by-kid, neighborhoodfby-neighborhood.

For years now, drugs have written a sad chapter in the
American story. This morning, I ask you to help write an ending
a1l of us can be proud of. Cops can't do it alone. Teachers
can't do it alone. The addict weary of abuse can't do it alone.
They need four help. And I know they'll get it -- just as you've
helped handicapped kids, donated blood, aided the National League
of Families, and spurred good government through programsllike
Boys State and Girls State.

Today, for instance, Post Number 65 in Rosement, Minnesota,
runs the program "Drug Talk." And in Russelville, Arkansas, I
especially like Post Number 20's giveaway of thousands of rulers.
Their message says it all. "You feally measure up when you say

'No' to drugs."
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You know -- as I do -- that we're in this together. So let
us fight on any front, and every front, Supply and demand.
Education and rehabilitation. Interdiction and enforcement. 1In
the cities, and the towns. Walter Lippmann once wrote of a
"Nation at the mercy of violence." America must never surrender
to the violence of drugs and crime -- the future of our children
depends on it.

This morning, I have talked about our mission to secure

freedom from fear at home. But we also have another mission -- a
global mission -- to free America from the fear of war.

Half-a-century ago, Ike, and Nimitz, and Jimmy Doolittle,
and millions of unsung heroes -- like many here today -- fought
to end a war. You fought at Guadalcanal angd Monte Cassino. At

‘-J’ %ﬁd Bataan. You fought to rid the world of
totalitarianism and tyranny.

Our challenge may be less dramatic, but just as vital: To
gsecure freedom in a world at peace. Today, ours remains a global
stage, and America remains its leading player. And we must use
our strength to maintain peace and freedom. For this we know
from World War II: The best way to protect that freedom and
ensure real peace is for America to be militarily strong.

Thankfully, America today is strong. And our strength has
helped democracy's tide run in -- even as tyranny's tide runs
Qut. The new breeze of freedom, which I have spoken of before,
is blowing in Poland and Hungary, in countries East and West.

Yet with even hopeful change comes uncertainty. And with
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uncertalnty comes the need for vigilance, This is no time to

declare freedom's victory before the fact.

That is why we need a national defense that ensures a“strong
and secure America, And_why I'm pleased that the Sgnate largely
agrees. This week, our defense authorization bill moves to
House-Senate conference committee. There's just one problem:
The House version is unacceptable. It continues unneeded
programs costing nearly $20 billion from 1990-94. Holding our :
defense budget hostage £ pork-barre?)projects that will strip r?
money from programs crucidl to strategic modernization.

This moderniéation is vital -~ vital because America must i::zl“ :
base its procurement decisions not on perestroika and glasnost -- /%z)
but on the future capacity -- the actual weapons -- that any E%g%ﬁ:iiez
Sovie; leader might have available. As decades change, so do the ,////////

.weapons needed to deter other Nations' first-strike ability, 73

This President =-- any President -- would(petra§>his office if -- WJL'
e M/

elding to today's headlines -- he viewed America's deterrence [

in a vacuun, Bk Ope Jetnee /0/"0% | Ly

A

I don't -- and won't, For we we must maintain America's

———————

o 4‘1_1/'\7 out

defense by strengthening 52& deterrent triad. And by that I

mean: Submarines, migssiles, and the B-2 bémber. 472337
We have called for two Trident submarines to be funded in

1990 and 1991, Today, I renew that call. And reaffirm my

commitment to the second part of our triad: strategic land-based

missiles., Already, the Soviet Union is deploying two mobile

systems. We have none. We need to move forward with our mobile



programs. Not only tohmodernize our forces into the 21st
Century. But to gain leverage for arms control.
What we're talking about is simple logic. Or as Sam Rayburn
said, "If a man h‘s common sense, he has-all the sense there ig."
Accordingly,lour program calls for two systems: A new

single-warhead small ICBM missile and our Peacekeeper multi-

warhead I1CBM. The small ICBM represents the future of our ICBM ‘f
force -- highly mobille with a single warhead -- the ver& essence ol
of stability and deterrence. But it won't be ready until 1997, 0¢A¥"T;$y
So to fill the void, I have asked Congress for funds to ift ; Vw%;x-
existing PeacekeeperstEg rail cang::’;;;;:;ing survivability, at ot

e

low cost, to|this very effective and proven system.
The third part of our deterrent triad -- the B-2 or Stealth
Bomber -- employs absolutely revolutionary technology to make \

\

certain that it can penetrate defenses and assure the credibility \ .
"g‘f"" ““‘?\ MW
of our deterrence. _And here's how: /EEL B-2 makes it impossible

e veaos T @%Mm

for ggx country to destroy a mf2231~325§jii£23%%55 and m{ssiéggg | 2
/6;7 Fgnally, there's the last part of our defense equation -~ {i;ZfE:z%"q
the Strategic Defense Initiative. SDI will begin the movement
from offensive to defensive deterrence. And deter not merely
existing threats but also Nations on the verge of possessing
nuclear and chemical missiles. If that's not common sense, 1
don't like fishing,
Fellow veterans, real peace is not an accident. So, let us

modernize our strategic forces. And, thus, encourage arms

control. We need the Trident and the small ICBM. wWe need the
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Peacekeeper, B-2, and SDI. And I have proposed to the Congress
an affordable budget to pay for them, 1t is a solid, well-
thought-out and essential program. The Congress should support
it and not try to substitute pet projects in place of a closely
integrated strategic program. For this, abhove all, we know:
When it comes to national defense, finishing second means
finishing last. |

Twenty-seven years ago, Douglas MacArthur returned to the
Plain at West Point, where he gave a speech to the cadets. "The
gsoldier," he told them, “"above a1l other people, prays for peace
-~ for he must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of
war." '

Each of us knows the truth of General MacArthur's words.
Yes, at times, war has been inevitable -- at times, even
neceséary. But not here. Not now. Not if we summon the heart
and will to build a more secure and peaceful world,

We can have an America free from war, free from drugs and
crime, An America free from féar. What a wonderful legacy -
for ﬁhis and generaﬁions of children to come.

Some might call it only a dream. I say: America is the
land of dreams == dreams that come true. God bless you all, and
God bless the United States of America.

£ % & ¢



There are hopeful signs in the Soviet Union. Mr. Gorbachev
is taking some steps to reduce the threat posed by the massive
military machine that is the Soviet Armed Forces. We applaud
those moves. And hope there will be more -- many more.

But it is important that we encourage the Soviet Union on
the path of reducing its armed forces. We cannot do that by
unilaterally disarming ourselves. The changes we have seen thus
far have been brought about in part because America was strong.
Thus far, in strategic forces, Soviet rhetoric has not been
matched by actions cutting back on deployment of modernized
weapon systems. Our own strategic modernization program is
designed to deal with the fact of Soviet strength and to
encourage them to match their rhetoric with deeds and to work
with us to reduce the threat of nuclear war.

Thus it is that we have underway a vital modernization

program for all elements of our strategic triad.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: ___8/23/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: _ 2:00 8/25/89

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks; American Legion

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 @ MccuRe p) / C 2 O
SUNUNU O W NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT @ O PORTER 279 . &~ O
Rt g
DARMAN ¥ O  STUDDERT O o
BATES ¥~ O UNTERMEYER o o
BREEDEN O O ZLPINKERTON 2 0
CARD O g~ Roms o
CICCONI o & M =gl
DEMAREST "o feneit W o
FITZWATER o & | ¢/ i 0
GRAY e o 5040 gy sakii e
HAGIN o o o o
REMARKS: c—~

Please provide your comments/recammendations directly to Chris Winston's

office with an info copy to my office by 2:00 Friday, August 25.:":;‘

Thank you. R

o
N
e
RESPONSE:
James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702
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Justice Gierke [GER-kee] -- am@& let me salute the first Viet
Nam veteran to be selected National Commander. And all of you
who represent our Nation's largest and fastest-growing veterans '

smove Hoau 8 liew

organization -- now—2-8-millien strong. =

As always, it is a great privilege to join you. And a deep
personal pleasure to renew old ties. And to greet new friends.

Today is September 7th -- and I'm determined not to repeat
the mistake I made last year when I referred to this date as
Pearl Harbor Day. Now that I've dispensed with that

announcement, I want to wish all of you a happy Thanksgiving.

Not surprisingly, anniversaries were on my mind as I

yfp traveled here from Washington. Past the Pentagon:—The€ongress.
Ot And—thenm Fort McHenry. And it got me to thinking how 1989 marks
(ipqo-;y the 175th anniversary of the "Starjxangled Banner." And how your
Cy\f’ convention lies so near its famous birthplace.
Tuesdae),

Yesterday, you did something that would have pleased Francis
Scott Key -- and for which I thank you. For by supporting a

Constitutional Amendment making it illegal to desecrate the

American flag, you joined the crusade to protect the symbol of

America's honor. What our flag embodies is too sacred to be

R = L NS ) OF
abused. v O ¢V "éﬁjz\g* S\ F
(3;// i (/1_,4/\ k/w/‘_ o & A Sv\j,\:\\ 9] u;jk_ 3 ‘)Jf'; 5 U o
o s ™ - LTl A Y e 7 Sl T
{ L\{ L,\\ “ K A - M ‘L.l/\ K/:\ /\ y‘/\ "/ / g U1 / 5
\ ﬁfv\dm - v e tw ¢ 7 = J\t//(’ A VR // N, i y <
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Woodrow Wilson once called the flag "the embodiment, not of
sentiment, but of history." And then he went on to say, "It
represents the experiences made by men and women, the experiences
of those %Ro do and live under that flag."

Whatfwgéson meant, of course, was that the flag -- like
America -- represents many things. It represents self-expression
and opportunity. And democracy for all.

Like America, t&i, 01d Glory reflects the values -- moral

and intellectual, economic and military -- that have made, and

/1 A =
keep, us strong. /sL

/
And like America, the flag symbolizes the gallantry of

veterans who love their country -- giving ef themselves, and
\&»/é Ero:‘ecﬁm—,, >

often wf their livel‘ torming the beaches of Anzie. Scaling

the cliffs of Normandy. Taking shell-torn hills named Hamburger

A
and Arrowhead. )v{//}ﬂ

Fellow veterans, for 7% yeérs the "experiences" of the

American Legion -- its "men and women" -- have helped write the

Story of America >< and the story of our flag. And today -- in

Eeacetimex as in wartime -- you write their stories still.
For the flag, like Ame:}ca, is more than "sentiment." It
\W4 ? o

lives. On a rugged hill at Iwo Jima. It lifts. The tiny hand
of the little girl I saw on a street corner in Gdansk, waving the

.

Stars and Stripes. For both encapsulg freedom. The freedom to

whew M\.d
vote as we want, and pra ywhere we choose. The freedom to go

about our daily lives without tyranny or fear.
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Fifty years ago tast—Friday, our allies went to war to
protect this freedom. For as panzer tanks crossed the Polish
frontier, and bombers savaged Warsaw, liberty confrontedf:; evil o ¥
which -- even now -- defines hell on earth. 7 Ckcxﬂc-

In the end, that conflict took more than %;>million lives.
And underscored, as few things Pive, man's inhumanity to man.
Our challenge today is to é?gééhman's humanity to mana #And by
preserving liberty without wag&j:ecure what Franklin Roosevelt
called the "Four Freedoms": Freedqu of speech, of religion,
freedom from want and fear.

Today, I want to focus on one of those freedoms -- freedom
from fear. The fear of war abroad. The fear of drugs and crime
at home.

To win that freedom -- to build a better, safer life -- will

require the bravery, and sacrifice, that Americans have shown

before. And must again. Already we have done much. Now, we

must do more. And achieve real peace -- both domestic and
foreign -- the kind of peace which lasts.
First, our mission at home -- to free our country from the

fear of drugs and crime. When we ask what kind of society the
American people deserve, our answer is -- and must be -- a Nation
in which law-abiding citizens are safe and feel safe.

That is why we have sent a comprehensive battle plan to
Congress to put an end to the crime and drugs which plague the

United States.
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First, our plan seeks to rid America of violent criminals

with an attack on four fronts. New laws -- to punish them. New
agents -- to arrest them. New prosecutors -- to convict them.
And new prisons =-- to hold them.

We propose to(ﬁ?gﬁggiggii§wchénge the ruiésréf fhé g;;;y
Mandatory time for firearms offenses. No deals when criminals
use a gun. And for the most heinous crimes -- you remember my
promise. For anyone who kills a law enforcement officer -- no legall
penalty is too tough. We want Congress to enact thle steps needed
to implement the death penalty.

In short, our crime proposals are based on three principles.
2 H
Every_griminalsin this Nation must understand that if they commit

a crime, they will be caught. And if caught, they will be

prosecuted. And if convicted, they will do time. By taking

hoods off the streets, we can -- and will -- take back the
streets.

I ask you to support our crime plan. And yet it's only one
part of tﬁ? answer. So, two nights ago, I announced America's
firgzgzggiiigfzgzzgtegy to win the war on drugs.

Our drug program aims to stop drug @use before itk start§
Through education and prevention -- from grade school to graduate

Fhrovg H Tree el
school. And, second,ﬂto help addicts who want to-;o—clean. With

special emphasis on expectant mothers. Then, there's the third

et
part of our strategy -- é%vigg drug dealers

off Ube streets P
belurd bars whnt

Y ’\o{/ s
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slammer. And for their ultimate bosses -- the drug lords -- life
in prison, with no parole. And, finally, working with other
governments to help crack international drug rings.

As veterans, you know how battles are often fought -- house-
by-house, block-by-block. Well, we'll win this battle the same
way. Winning kid-by-kid, neighborhood-by-neighborhood.

For years now, drugs have written a sad chapter in the
American story. This morning, I ask you to help write an ending
all of us can be proud of. Cops can't do it alone:r Teachers
can't do it alone. The addict weary of abuse can't do it alone.
They need your help. And I know they'll get it -- just as you've
helped handicapped kids, donated blood, housed the National
League of Families, and spurred good government through programs
like Boys State and Girls State.

Today, for instance, Post Number 65 in Rosemont, Minnesota,
runs the program "Drug Talk." And in Russelville, Arkansas, I
especially like Post Number 20's giveaway of thousands of rulers.
Their message says it all. "You really measure up when you say

'No' to drugs."L\You know -- as I do -- that we're in this

together. So let us fight on any front, and every front. Supply )

and demand. Education and rehabil%ation. Interdiction and
enforcement. In the cities, and the towns. Walter Lippman, once
wrote of a "Nation at the mercy of violence." America must never

surrender to the violence of drugs and crime -- the future of our

children depends on it.
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This morning, I have talked about our mission to secure

freedom from fear at home. But we also have another mission -- a
global mission -- to free America from the fear of war.

Half-a-century ago, Ike, and Nimitz, and Jimmy Doolittle,
and millions of unsung heroes -- like many here today -- fought
to end a war. You fought at Guadalcanal and Monte Casino. At
Remagen and Bataan. You fought to rid the world of

totalitarianism and tyranny.

Our challenge may be less dramatic, but just as vital: To
SecuNe. &eedm um a wawel at Peceg .

make—fragile peace strong, and temporary peace-permanent. Today,

ours remains a global stage, and America remains 1ts 1 S
- e&w; pras
player. And we must use our strength to-fggﬂ-the-pea [
Proret \Lb.d Gcﬂ-dd“’\ sud
this we know from World War Iaz The best way tg ensure ,peace is

for America to be militarily strong. r&u

Thankfully, America today is strong. And our strength has
helped democracy's tide run in -- even as tyranny's tide, runs

“The hew breeqz e of Freectom, T hooe Povans of behAve, 15 bhwng
oug\y4ZE*Poland and Hungary, in countries East and West, -tiberty.,

-is sWeeping—the-globes Yet with even hopeful change comes

uncertainty. And with uncertainty comes the need for vigilance.

This is no time to declare freedom's victory before the fact.

That is why we need a national defense that ensures a strong
and secure America. And why I'm pleased that the Senate largely
agrees. This week, our defense authorization bill moves to
House-Senate conference committee. There's just one problem:

The House version is unacceptable. It continues unneeded

programs costing nearly $20 billion from 1990-94. Holding our
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defense budget hostage to pork-barrel projects that will strip
money from programs crucial to strategic modernization.

This modernization is vital -- vital because America must

base its procurement decisions not on perestroika and glasnost --

but on the future capacity -- the actual weapons -- that any
Soviet leader might have available. As decades change, so do the
weapons needed to deter other Nations' first-strike abilit;.

This President -- any President -- would betray his office if --
yielding to today's headlines -- he viewed America'‘s deterrence
in a vacuum.

I don't -- and won't. For we we must maintain America's
defense by strengthening its deterrent triad. And by that I
mean: Submarines, missiles, and the B-2 bomber.

We have called for two Tfident submarines to be funded in
1990 and 1991. Today, I renew that call. And reaffirm my
commitment to the second part of our triad: strategic land-based

S deploying — we have non€
missiles. Already, the Soviet Union> “two mobile systems. Ané

We heed do move v wand w 1rw oU? reb.le Progroma.
we—need—to-mateh—them. Not only to modernize our forces into the
21st Century. But to gain leverage for arms control.

What we're talking about is simple logic. Or as Sam Rayburn
said, "If a man has common sense, he has all the sense there is."
We—want—to ban all mobile missiles in the Strategic Arms._

Reduction Talks. —But-common sense tells us: We won't be in a
bargaining position to ban any until-the Congress-makes our level

ets.
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"
( /Our program calls Loy 4wo SHS“'% A
Such-parity can be ensured in two ways: ©ur new single-
o ?%uceccePGV

warhead ICBM missile ——the Midgetman——~ and our MX¥ multi-

Trne Small, rmtnpe. 1 CEM LarfReseITS THE FOrvRE oF OV ZCEM
warhead ICBM. Whendeployed;the Midgetman—will-reguire -more
Svee — A1ghlymobie wiTHa Single wavheed -~ e very esseute. of Cbilily aucl deterreug,

thanwone_enemy_mlss;le-te—%ake—out—a—srngté‘warhgad“~ﬁﬁé~that
-makes-sense. But the-M;dge%man won't be ready until 1997. So to

fill the void, I have asked Congress for funds to shift existin
Feaceceed B ?\'Wl%iovdtdqw lide, at lo w
o mobile; less-vulnerable rail cars, ;j;:;f;%r V&ﬁ eéfactive cund
The third part of our deterrent triad -- the B-2 or Stealth

CM?\.%Q a,b‘ol._,\*c,lu‘ Nua\u"'lch&a’“u..l —*CC_W\O%A-‘ b rea.xXe C\bt.h_“ \L«‘«A.J'i'{' o
Bomber i i =

penctere defensees ond agtore My cned bilily of sun deterriuee. )
-nu-ss:.ons

[And here's ~¥hﬁ:§f§?€}: the B-2 makes it impossible

for any country to destroy a mixed force of bombers and missiles.

Finally, there's the last part of our defense equation --
the Strategic Defense Initiative. SDI will begin the movement

from offensive to defensive deterrence. And deter not merely

existing threats but also Nations on the verge of possessing

nuclear and chemical missiles.

é}eflii—%hatLS~net~eemme : i ishing. _\:>
Fellow veterans, real peace is not an accident. So, let us

modernize our strategic forces. And, thus, encourage arms
)/“ S S medt L CBM- Tetee cceprov
control. We need the Trident and Midgetman. We need the MX, B-

&-md ‘Dreposed o e S B afForclab le bud-ou/f o LYY
2, and SDI. Yes——each—Invoives—shoré:zgém—faaé&ﬁg—patﬁ—~4&¥e—ﬁ

S~ Heww. T+75 a seld, Well MauwpgAX -a P paupl €SSCre a projrom:
each-is crucial-to a defense posturethat is responsible ——

The cf‘ngqm shovid suppant it awel mof gy L svbs ) Lo Pe7‘—
fi == esive -- strateqgi @

?foau:b v place of @ d/o:féc_/lll‘t“ﬁd‘.z:_l— e’na,»ét-foc oG X
-ﬁattenai—defense—~fInIshtng~second*means—f1ntshtﬂg—%astTﬁ
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Thirty-four years ago, Douglas MacArthur returned to the
Plain at West Point, where he gave a speech to the cadets. "The
soldier," he told them, "above all other people, prays for peace
-- for he must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of
war."

Each of us knows the truth of General MacArthur's words.
Yes, at times, war has been inevitable -- at times, even
necessary. But not here. Not now. Not if we summon the heart
and will to build a more secure and peaceful worlds

We can have an America free from war, free from drugs and
crime. An America free from fear. What a wonderful legacy --
for this and generations of children to come.

Some might call it only a dream. I say: America is the
land of dreams -- dreams that come true. God bless you all, and
God bless the United States of America.

# # # #
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Justicg Gierke [GER-kee] -- as a fellow Legionnaire, let me
salute the first Viet Nam veteran to be selected National-
Commander. And all of you who répresent our Nation's largest and
fastest-growing veterans organization -- more than 3 million
members stréng. o

As always, it is a great privilege to join you. And a deep
persoﬁal pleasure tb renew old ties. And to greet new friends.

Today is September 7th -- and I'm determined not to repeat
the mistakg I made exactly one year ago when I referred to this
date as Pearl Harbor Day. I can still remember the gasp from
‘this audience.

Not surprisingly, anniversaries were on my mind as I
traveled here from Washington. Events like this 71st national
convention of the American Legion, or the 200th birfhday of the
Coast Guard. Or the very first anniversary of the Department of
.Veterané Affairs -- led by its Secretary and our good friend, Ed4
Derwinski. A Department intent on serving you -- as you.have
served your country.

‘Well, as you can imagine, theée birthdays, in turn, got me

to thiﬁking about another anniversary -- the 175th this year of
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the "Star-Spangled Banner." And how your convention lies so near
its famous birthplace.

Tuesday, you did something that would have pleased Francis
Scott Key -- ‘and for which I thank you. For by supportlng a
Constitutional Amendment making it illegal to desecrate the
American flag, you joined the crusade to protect the unique
symbol of America's honor. Our flag is too sacred. to be abused.

Woodrow Wilson once called the flag "the embodiment, not of
sentiment, but of hlstory." And then the 28th President went on
to say, "It represents the experiences made'by men and women, the
experiences of those who do and live under that flag."

He meant, of course, that the flag -- 1like America --
‘represents many things. It represents self-expression and
opportunity. And democracy for all.

Like America, too, 0ld Glory reflects the values -- moral
and infellectual, economic and military -- that have made, and
keep, us strong.

And like Amerlca the flag symbolizes the gallantry of
veterans who love their country -- giving themselves, and often
their lives, to its protection. Storming the beaches of Okinawa.
Scaling the cliffs of Normandy. Taking shell-torn hills_named
Hamburger and Arrowhead.

Fellow veterans, for seven decades the "experiences" of the -
American Legion -- its "men and women" —-- have helped wrlte the
Story of America and the story of our flag. And today -- in

beacetime as in wartime -- you write their stories still.
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For the flag, like America, is more than "sentiment." It

lives. On the rugged island called Iwo Jima. It lifts. The

tiny hand of the little girl I saw on a street corner in Gdansk,
waving fhe Stars and Stripes. For both encapsulate freedom. The
freedom to vote as we want, and pray when and where we choose.
The freedom to go about our daily lives without tyranny or fear.

| Fifty years ago this month, our allies went to war to
protect this freedom. For as panzer tanks crosséd the Polish’
frohtier, and bombers saQaged Warsaw, liberty confronted the evil
of fascism which -- even now -- defines hell on earth.
g ‘in the end, that conflict took more than 50 miliion lives.
And undérscoréd, as few things have, man's inhumanity to man.
Our challenge today is to préve man's humanity to man_by
pfesérvihg liberty without war. And thus secufe what Franklin
Roosevelt called the "Four Freedoms": Freedom of speech, of‘
religion, freedom from want and fear.

Today,lI want to focus on one of those freedoms -- freedom
from fear. The fear of war abroad. The fear of drugs'and crime
at home.

' To win thgt freedom -- to build a better, safer life -- will
require the bravery, and sacrifice, that Americans have shown

before. And must again. Already we have done much. Now, we.

must do more. And achieve real peace -- both domestic and

foreign -- the kind of peace which lasts.
First, our mission at home -- to free our'country from the

fear of drugs and crime. When we ask what kind of society the
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American people deserve, our answer is -- and must be -- a Nation

in which law-abiding citizens are safe and feel safe.

That is why we have sent a comprehensive battle plan to
Congress to put an end to the crime and drugs which plague the
United States. |

'First, our plan seeks to rid America of violent criminals

with an attack on four fronts. New laws =-- to punish them. New
agents -- to arrest them. New prosecutors -- to convict them.

}And new prisons i to hold them.

- We propése to change the rules of the game dramatically.

Mandaforxvtime for firearms offenses. No deals when criminals

‘use a gun. And for the most heinous crimes -- you remember my

promise. For anyone who kills a law enforcement officer -- no
legal penalty is too_tough. We want Congress'to enact the steps
needed to implement the death penalty.

| In éhort, our crime proposals are based on three princiéles.
Criminals in this Nation must understand that if they commit a
crime, they will be caught. And if caught, they will be
prosecuted. And if.convicted, they will do time. By taking

hoods off the streets, we can -~ and will -- take back the

streets.

I ask you to suppoxt our crime plan. And yet'it's only one
part'of the answer. Sd, two nights ago, I announced America's .
first comprehehsive national strategy to;win the war on drugs.

Our drug program aims to stop drug use-before it starts.

Through education and prevention ~- from grade school to graduate
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school. .And, second, through treatment, to help addicts who want
to get clean. With special emphasis on expectant mothers. Then,
there's the third part of our strategy -- getting drug dealers
off the streets and behind bars where they belong. And for the
ultimate drug violatorsl-- the kingpins themselves ~- they should
pay the ultimate price. . Finally, we're going to work with other
governments to help crack international drug rings.

As veterans, you know how battles are often fought -- house-

by-house, block-by-block. Well, we'll win this battle the same

way. Winning kid-by-kid, neighborhood-by-neighborhood.

For years now, drugs have written a sad chapter in the
American story. This morning, I ask you to help write an ending
all of us can be proud of. Cops can't do it alone. Teachers

can't do it alone. The addict weary of abuse can't do it alone.

They need your help. And I know they'll get it -- just as you've

heiped handicapped kids, donated blood, aided the National League
of Families, and spurred good government through programs like
‘ Boys State and Girls State.
Today, for instance, Post Number 65 in Rosemont, Minnesota,
runs the program "Drug Talk." And in-Russelville,.Arkansas, I
especially like Post Number 20's giveaway of thousands of rulers.
Their message says it ;11. "You really measure up when you say
'No' to drugs." |
You know -- as I do -- that we're in this together.- So let

us fight on any front, and every front. Supply and demand.

Education and rehabilitation. Interdiction and enforcement. In
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the cities, and the towns. Walter Lippmann once wrote of a
"Nation at the mercy of violence." BAmerica must never surrender
to the violence of drugs and crime -- the future of our children
depends on it. | B

| This morning, I have talked about our mission to secure
freedom from fear at home. But we also have another mission -- a
-global mission -- to free America from the fear of war.

Half-a-century ago, Ike, and Nimitz, and Jimmy Doolittle,
and millions of unsung heroes -- like many hefe today -- fought
- to end a war. You fought at Guadalcanal ‘and Monte Cassino. At
Bastogne and Bataan. You fought ;o rid the world of
totalitarianism and tyranny.

Oour challenge may be léss dramatic, but just as vital: To
secure freedom in a world at peace. Today, ours remains a global
- stage, and America remains its leading player. And we must use
‘our strength to maintain peace and freedom. For this we know
from World War II: The best way to protect that freedom and
ensure real peace is for America to be militarily strong.

Thankfully, America today is strong. And our strength has
-helped democracy's tide run in -- even as tyranny's tide runs
_out. Thé new breeze of freedonm, which-I-have spoken of before,
is blowing in Poland and Hungary, in countries East and West.
Yet with even hopeful change comes uncertainty. And with

uncertainty comes the need for vigilance. This is no time to

declare freedom's victory before the fact.
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That is why we need a national defense that ensures a strong
and secure America. And why I'm pleased that the Senate.largely
agrees. This week, our defense authorization bill moves to
House-Senate conference committee. There's just one problem:

The House version is unacceptable. It continues unneeded
programs costing.nearly $20 billiOn from 1990-94. Holding our
defense budget hostage to pork-barrel projects that will strip
money from programs crucial to strategic modernization.

This modernization is vital -- vital because America must
‘base its procurement decisions ﬁQt_Dn—QQ§Q§§§Q§£§—éﬂdﬁ§é§§§§§§—--
-but on the future capacity ~-- the actual weapons -- that any
Soviet leader might have.available.

Here, there are hopeful signs. For Mr. Gorbachev is taking
some steps to reduce the threat posed by the massive military
machine that is the Soviet.Armed Forces. We applaud those moves.
And we hope there will be more -- many more. |

But at the same time, we cannot cause the Soviet Union to
reduce its forces by our unilaterally disarming. -Eefigrogress

has been made precisely because we have been strong. So far, in

terms of cutting 3 ~weapon systems, Soviet words-have not
been matched by deeds. Our own strategic modgrnization program
must deal with deeds. And encourage the Soviet Union to work
with us in reducing the threat 'of nuclear war. o
That is why we have begun a vital medermigationm program ﬁS’iﬁﬂléhn&

in;Zi:ZE:gfzzfzzggints—of our strategic traid. And by that I

mean: Submarines, missiles, and &he—B=2 bomberys



I have called for two Tfident submarines to be funded in
1990 and 1991. .Today, I renew that call. And reaffirm my
.commitmént to the second part of our triad: strategic land-based
missiles; Already, the Soviet Union is déploying two mobile
systems. We ﬁave,none. We need to move forward with our mobile
programs. Not only to modernize our forces into the 21st
Century. But to gain leverage for arms control.

What we're talking about is simple logic. Or as Sam Rayburn
.said, "If a man has common sense, he has all the sense there is."

' Tc B\

Accordingly, ourﬂprogramrqalls for Kwe—syctenss k\new
single-warhead small ICBM missile and our Peacekeeper multi-
warhead ICBM. The small ICBM represents the future of our ICBM
force --vhighly\ﬁobile with a single warhead ~- the very essence
of stability and deterrence. But it won't be ready until 1997.
So té.fill—#ha-voéd, I have asked céngress for funds to make our
ekisting Peacekeepers mobile by utilizing our rail system in an
emergency -- providing.survivability, at low cost, for this very
effective and proven system.

The third part of our deterrent triad -- the B-2 or Stealth
Bomber -- employs absolutely revolutionary technology to make
certain thét it can penetrate defenses and assure the credibility
of our deterrence. Ard-irerels—howi+—By-—defleeting Soviet—massive.
-a' : 7 sty o er
thufm—mme-mm—tmissm .

Finally, there's the last part of our defense equation --

E the Strategic Defense Initiative. SDI will begin the movement

v
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from offensive to defensive deterrence. And deter not merely
existing threats but also Nations on the verge of possessing
nucleaf and chemical missiles. If that's not common sense, I
don't like fishing.

Fellow veterans, real peace is not an accident. So, let us
modérnize bur strategic forces. And, thus, encourage arms
control. We need the Trident and the small ICBM. We need the
Peacekeeper, B-2, and SDI. And I have proposed‘to the Congress
an affordable budget to pay for them. It is a solid, Qell-
thought-out énd essential program. The Congress should support
it and not try to substitute pet projects in place of a closely
integrated strategic program. For this, above all, we know:
When it comes to national defense, finishing second means-
finishing last.

Twenty-seven years ago, Douglas MacArthur returned to the
Plain at West Point, where he gave a speech to the cadets. "The
soldier," he told them; "above all other people, prays for peace
-- for he must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of
war.,"

Each of us knows the truth of General MacArthur's words.
Yes, at times, war has been inevitable -- at timéé, even
necessary. But not here. Not/now. Not if we summon. the heart
and will to build a more secure and peaceful world.

We can have an America free from war, free from drugs and
crimé. An . America free from fear. What a wonderful legacy --

for this and generations of children to come.
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Some might call it only a dream. I say: America is the

land.of dreams -- dreams that come true.

God bless the United States of America.

% % &

God bless you all, and
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Justice Gierke [GER-kee] -- as a fellow Legionnaire, let me
salute the first Viet Nam veteran to be selected National
Commander. And all of you who represent our Nation's largest and
fastest-growing veterans organization -- more than 3vmillion
members strong. )

As always, it is a great privilege to join you. And a deep
personal pleasure to renew old ties. And to greet new friends.

Today is September 7th -~ and I'm determined not to repeat
the mistake I made exactly one year ago when I referred to this
date as Pearl Harbor Day. I can still remember the gasp from
this audience.

Not surprisingly, anniversaries were on my mind as I

traveled here from Washington. Events like this 71st national

convention of the American Legion, or the 200th birthday of the

Coast Guard. Or the very first anniversary of the Department of

Veterans Affairs -- led by its Secretary and our good friend, Ed
Derwinski. A Department intent on serving you -- as you have

served your country.
Well, as you can imagine, these birthdays, in turn, got me

to thinking about another anniversary -- the 175th this year of
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the "Star-Spangled Banner." And how your convention lies so near
its famous birthplace.
Tuesday, you did something that would have pleased Francis
Scott Key -- and for which I thank you. For by supporting a
Constitut&onal Amendment making it illegal to desecrate the

American flag, you joined the crusade to protect the unique

symbol of America's honor. Our flag is too sacred to be abused.

The flag -- like America -- represents many things. It
represents'self—expression and opportunity. And democracy for
all.

Like America, too, 0ld Glory reflects the values -- moral
and intellectual, economic and military -- that have made, and
keep, us strong.

And like America, the flag symbolizes the gallantry of
veterans who love their country -- giving themselves, and often
their lives, to its protection. Storming the beaches of Okinawa.
Scaling the cliffs of Normandy. Taking shell-torn hills named
Hamburger and Arrowhead.

Fellow veterans, for seven decades the American Legion --

X its iﬁtn and women‘JE: have helped write the Story of America and
?( the story of our flag. And today -- in peacetime as in wartime(®
)( — - you write their stories still.

)(( For the flag, like America, is more than ‘;;:timent.‘/’;t -

lives on the rugged island called Iwo Jima. It lifts the tiny

hand of the little girl I saw on a street corner in Gdansk,

waving the Stars and Stripes. For both encapsulate freedom. The
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freedom to vote as we want, and pray when and where we choose.
The freedom to-go‘about our daily lives without tyranny or fear.

Fifty years ago this month, our allies went to war to
protect this freedom. For as panzer tanks crossed the Polish
frontier, and bombers s§vaged Warsaw, liberty confronted the evil
of fascism which -- even now -- defines hell on earth.

In the end, that conflict took more than 50 million lives.
And underscored, as few things have, man's inhumanity to man.

Our challenge today is to prove man's humanity to man by
preserving liberty without war. And thus secure what Franklin
Roosevelt called the "Four Freedoms": Freedom of speech, of
religion, freedom from want and fear.

Today, I want to focus on one of those freedoms -- freedom
ffom fear. The fear of war abroad. The fear of drugs and crime
at home.

To win that freedom -- to build a better, safer life -- will
require the bravery, and sacrifice, that Americans have shown

before. And must again. Already we have done much. Now, we

must do more. And achieve real peace -- both domestic and
foreign -- the kind of peace which lasts.
First, our mission at home -- to free our country from the

fear of drugs and crime. When we ask what kind of society the
American people deserve, our answer is —-- and must be -- a Nation

in which law-abiding citizens are safe and feel safe.
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That is why two nights ago, I announced America's first
comprehensive national strategy to win the war on drugs and crime
which plague the United States.

First, our plan éeeks to rid America of violent criminals
with an attack on four fronts. New laws -- to punish them. New
agents -- to arrest them. New prosecutors -- to convict them.
And new prisons -- to hold them.

Our crime proposals are based on these principles.

Criminals in this Nation must understand that if they commit a
crime, they will be caught. And if caught, they will be
prosecuted. And if convicted, they will do time. By taking
hoods off the streets, we can -- and will -- take back the
streets.

In short, we propose to change the rules of the game
dramatically. Mandatory time for firearms offenses. No deals
when criminals use a gun. And for the most heinous crimes -~ you
remember my promise. For anyone who kills a law enforcement
officer -- no legal penalty is too tough. We want Congress to
enact the steps needed to implement the death penalty.

Now, over the last few days there's been a lot of talk about
our strategy. Some, incredibly, say it's not tough enough --
this from the very people who oppose the death penalty. Well,
it's that kind of thinking that's lost too many battles already.
Let's not let these critics lose the war. So I ask you to

support our crime plan. And also the other parts of our national

strategy.
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This strategy aims to stop drug use before it starts.
Through education and prevention -- from grade school to graduate
school. Anq, third, through treatment, to help addicts who want
to get clean. With special emphasis on expectant mothers.
Finally, we're going to work with other governments to help crack
international drug rings.

As veterans, you know how battles are often fought -~ house-
by-house, block-by-block. Well, we'll win this battle the same
way. Winning kid-by-kid, neighborhood—by—neighborhood1

For years now, drugs have written a sad chapter in the
American story. This morning, I ask you to help write an ending
all of us can be proud of. Cops can't do it alone. Teachers
can't do it alone. The addict weary of abuse can't do it alone.
They need your help. And I know they'll get it -- just as you've
helped handicapped kids, donated blood, aided the National League
of Families, and spurred.good government through programs like
Boys State and Girls State.

Today, for instance, Post Number 65 in Rosemont, Minnesota,
runs the program "Drug Talk." And in Russelville, Arkansas, I
especially like Post Number 20's giveaway of thousands of rulers.
Their message says it all. "You really méasure up when you say
'No' to drugs."

You know -- as I do -- that we're in this together. So let
us fight on any front, and every front. Supply and demand.
Education and rehabilitation. Interdiction and enforcement. In

the cities, and the towns. Walter Lippmann once wrote of a
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"Nation at the mercy of violence." America must never surrender
to the violence of drﬁgs and crime -- the future of our children
depends on it.

This morning, I have talked about our mission to secure

freedom from fear at home. But we also have another mission -- a
global mission -- to free America from the fear of war.

Half-a-century ago, Ike, and Nimitz, and Jimmy Doolittle,
and millions of unsung heroes -- like many here today -- fought
to end a war. You fought at Guadalcanal and Monte Cassino. At
Bastogne and Bataan. You fought to rid the world of
totalitarianism and tyranny.

Our challenge may be less dramatic, but just as vital: To
secure freedom in a world at peace. Today, ours remains a global
stage, and America remains its leading player. And we must use
our strength ﬁo maintain peace and freedom. For this we know
from World Waf II: The best way to protect that freedom and
ensure real peace is for America to be militarily strong.

Thankfully, America today is strong. And our strength has
helped democrécy's tide run in -- even as tyranny's tide runs
out. The new breeze of freedom, which I have spoken of before,
is blowing in Poland and Hungary, in countries East and West.

Yet with even hopeful change comes uncertainty. And with
uncertainty comes the need for vigilance. This is no time to
declare freedom's victory before the fact.

That is why we need a national defense that ensures a strong

and secure America. And why I'm pleased that the Senate largely
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agrees. This week, our defense authorization bill moves to
House-Senate conference committee. There's just one problem:
The House version is unacceptable. It continues unneeded
programs costing nearly $20 billion from 1990-94. Holding our
defense budget hostage to projects that will strip money from
programs crucial to strategic modernization.

This modernization is vital -- vital because America ﬁust
base its procurement decisions on the future capacity -- the
actual weapons -- that any Soviet leader might have available.

Here, there are hopeful signs. For Mr. Gorbachev is taking
some steps to reduce the threat posed by the massive military
machine that is the Soviet Armed Forces. We applaud those moves.
And we hope there will be more =-- many more.

But at the same time, we cannot cause the Soviet Union to
reduce its forces by unilaterally disarming ourselves. Progress
has been made precisely because we have been strong. So far, in
terms of cutting stratégic weapon systems, Soviet words have not
been matched by deeds. Our own strategic modernization program
must deal with deeds. And encourage the Soviet Union to work
with us in reducing the threat of nuclear war.

That is why we have begun a vital program to modernize our

strategic tr%}d. And by that I mean: Submarines, missiles, and

;x:’/;phe bombers.

We have called for two Trident submarines to be funded in
1990 and 1991. Today, I renew that call. And reaffirm my

commitment to the second part of our triad: strategic land-based
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missiles. Already, the Soviet Union is deploying two mobile
systems. We have none. ‘We need to move forward with our mobile
programs. Not only to modernize our forces into the 21st
Century. But to gain leverage for arms control.

What we're talking about is simple logic. Or as Sam Rayburn
said, "If a man has common sense, he has all the sense there is."

Accordingly, our ICBM program calls for a new single-warhead
small ICBM missile and our Peacekeeper multi-warhead ICBM. The
small ICBM represents the future of our ICBM force -- highly
mobile with a single warhead -- the very essence of stability and
deterrence. But it won't be ready until 1997. So I have asked
Congress for funds to make our existing Peacekeepers mobile by
utilizing our rail system in an emergency -- providing
survivability, at low cost, for this very effective and proven
system.

The third part of our deterrent triad -- the B-2 or Stealth
Bomber -- employs absolutely revolutionary technology to make
certain that it can penetrate defenses and assure the credibility
of our deterrence.

Finally, there's the last part of our defense equation --
the Strategic Defense Initiative. SDI will begin the movement
from offensive to defensive deterrence. And deter not merely
existing threats but also Nations on the verge of possessing
nuclear and chemical missiles. If that's not common sense, I

don't like fishing.
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Fellow veterans, real peace is not an accident. So, let us
modernize our strategic forces. And, thus, encourage arms
control.l‘Ee need the Trident and the small ICBM. We need the
Peacekeeper, B-2, and SDI. And I have proposed to the Congress
an affordable budget to pay for them. It is a solid, well-
thought-out and essential program. The Congress should support
it and not try to substitute pet projects in place of a closely
integrated strategic program. For this, above all, we Kknow:
When it comes to national defense, finishing second means
finishing last.

We can have an America free from war, free from drugs and
crime. An America free from fear. What a wonderful legacy --
for this and generations of children to come.

Some might call it only a dream. I say: America is the
land of dreams -- dreams that come true. God bless you all, and

God bless the United States of America.

¥ o®F % &
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Justice Gierke [GER-kee] -- as a fellow Legionnaire, let me
salute the first viet Nam veteran to be selected National
Commander. And all of you who represent our Nation's largest and
fastest-growing veterans organization -- more than 3 million
members strong.

As always, it is a great privilege to join you. And a deep
personal pleasure to renew old ties. And to greet new friends.

Today is September 7th -- and I'm determined not to repeat
the mistake I made exactly one year ago when I referred to this
date as Pearl Harbor Day. I can still remember the gasp from
this audience.

Not surprisingly, anniversaries weré on my mind as I
traveled here from Washington. Events like this 71st national

convention of the American Legion, or the 200th birthday of the

Coast Guard. Or the very first anniversary of the Department of

Veterans Affairs -- led by its Secretary and our good friend, Ed4
Derwinski. A Department intent on serving you -- as you have

served your country.
Well, as you can imagine, these birthdays, in turn, got me

to thinking about another anniversary -- the 175th this year of
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the "Star-Spangled Banner." And how your convention lies so near
its famous birthplace.

Tuesday, you did something that would have pleased Francis
Scott Key -- and for which I thank you. For by supporting a
Constitutional Amendment making it illegal to desecrate the
American flag, you joined the crusade to protect the unique

symbol of America's honor. Our flag is too sacred to be abused.

Woodrow Wilson once called the flag "the embodiment, not of
sentiment, ng qf history." And then the-28th-President went on
to say, "It represents the experiences made-by men-and women, the
experiences of those who do and live under that flag."

He-meant,—oef-coursey the flag -- like America --

—
represents many things. It represents self-expression and
opportunity. And democracy for all.

Like America, too, 01d Glory reflects the values -- moral
and intellectual, economic and military -- that have made, and
keep, us strong.

And like America, the flag symbolizes the gallantry of
veterans who love their country -- giving themselves, and often
their lives, to its protection. Storming the beaches of Okinawa.
Scaling the cliffs of Normandy. Taking shell-torn hills named
Hamburger and Arrowhead.

Fellow veterans, for seven decades the‘bé@;@;@ﬁheﬁéﬂ=ifiii;j//
American Legion -- its "men and women" -- have helped write the
Story of America and the story of our flag. And today -- in

peacetime as in wartime -- you write their stories still.
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For the flag, like America, is more than "sentiment." It
l;gggéjjzﬁ the rugged island called Iwo Jima. It lij;g;iE%%Ei;~
tiny hégg of the little girl I saw on a street corner in Gdansk,
waving the Stars and Stripes. For both encapsulate freedom. The
freedom to vote as we want, and pray when and where we choose.
The freedom to go about our daily lives without tyranny or fear.

Fifty years ago this month, our allies went to war to
protect this freedom. For as panzer tanks crossed the Polish
frontier, and bombers savaged Warsaw, liberty confronted the evil
of fascism which -- even now -- defines hell on earth.

In the end, that conflict took more than 50 million lives.
And underscored, as few things have, man's inhumanity to man.

Our challenge today is to prove man's humanity to man by
preserving liberty without war. And thus secure what Franklin
Roosevelt called the "Four Freedoms": Freedom of speech, of
religion, freedom from want and fear.

Today, I want to focus on one of those freedoms -- freedom
from fear. The fear of war abroad. The fear of drugs and crime
at home.

To win that freedom -- to build a better, safer life -- will
require the bravery, and sacrifice, that Americans have shown

before. And must again. Already we have done much. Now, we

must do more. And achieve real peace -- both domestic and
foreign -- the kind of peace which lasts.
First, our mission at home -- to free our country from the

fear of drugs and crime. When we ask what kind of society the



4
American people deserve, our answer is -- and must be -- a Nation

in which law-abiding citizens are safe and feel safe.

That is why two nights ago, I announced America's first
comprehensive national strategy to win the war on drugs and crime
which plague the United States.

First, our plan seeks to rid America of violent criminals

with an attack on four fronts. New laws -- to punish them. New
agents -- to arrest them. New prosecutors -- to convict them.
And new prisons =-- to hold them.

Our crime proposals are based on these principles.

Criminals in this Nation must understand that if they commit a
crime, they will be caught. And if caught, they will be
prosecuted. And if convicted, they will do time. By taking
hoods off the streets, we can -- and will -- take back the . -
streets.

In short, we propose to change the rules of the game
dramatically. Mandatory time for firearms offenses. No deals
when criminals use a gun. And for the most heinous crimes -- you
remember my promise. For anyone.who kills a law enforcement
officer -- no legal penalty is too tough. We want Congress to
enact the steps needed to implement the death penalty.

(ggw, over the last few days there's been a lot of talk about
our strategy. Some, incredibly, say it's not tough enough --
this from the very people who oppose the death penalty. Well,
it's that kind of thinking that's lost too many battles already.

Let's not let these critics lose the war. So I ask you to
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support our crime plan. And also the other parg of our/'1 strategy_,{v

the-waT'ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ§t~d;#§%E}

“Thas ; .

©uar strategy aims to stop drug use before it starts.
Through education and prevention -- from grade school to graduate
school. And, third, through treatment, to helﬁ addicts who want
to get clean. With special emphasis on expectant mothers.
Finally, we're going to work with other governments to help crack
international drug rings.

As veterans, you know how battles are often fought -- house-

by-house, block-by-block. Well, we'll win this battle the same

way. Winning kid-by-kid, neighborhood-by-neighborhood.

For years now, drugs have written a sad chapter in the
American story. This morning, I ask you to help write an ending
all of us can be proud of. Cops can't do it alone. Teachers
can't do it aloﬁe. The addict weary of abuse can't do it alone.
They need your help. And I know they'll get it -- just as you've
helped handicapped kids, donated blood, aided the National League
of Families, and spurred good government through programs like
Boys State and Girls State.

Today, for instance, Post Number 65 in Rosemont, Minnesota,
runs the program "Drug Talk." And in Russelville, Arkansas, I
especially like Post Number 20's giveaway of thousands of rulers.
Their message says it all. "You really measure up when you say
'No' to drugs.™

You know -- as I do -- that we're in this together. So let

us fight on any front, and every front. Supply and demand.
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Education and rehabilitation. Interdiction and enforcement. 1In
the cities, and the towns. Walter Lippmann once wrote of a
"Nation at the mercy of violence." America must never surrender
to the violence of drugs and crime -- the future of our children
depends on it.

This morning, I have talked about our mission to secure

freedom from fear at home. But we also have another mission -- a
+*
global mission -- to free America from the fear of war.

Half-a-century ago, Ike, and Nimitz, and Jimmy Doolittle,
and millions of unsung heroes -- like many here today -- fought
to end a war. You fought at Guadalcanal and Monte Cassino. At
Bastogne and Bataan. You fought to rid the world of
totalitarianism and tyranny.

Our challenge may be less dramatic, but just as vital: To
secure freedom in a world at peace. Today, ours remains a global
stage, and America remainé its leading player. And we must use
our strength to maintain peace and freedom. For this we know
from World War II: The best way to protect that freedom and
ensure real peace is for America to be militarily strong.

Thankfully, America today is strong. And our strength has
helped democracy's tide run in -- even as tyranny's tide runs
out. The new breeze of freedom, which I have spoken of before,
is blowing in Poland and Hungary, in countries East and West.
Yet with even hopeful change comes uncertainty. And with

uncertainty comes the need for vigilance. This is no time to

declare freedom's victory before the fact.
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That is why we need a national defense that ensures a strong
and secure America. And why I'm pleased that the Senate largely
agrees. This week, our defense authorization bill moves to
House-Senate conference committee. There's just one problem:
The House version is unacceptable. It continues unneeded
programs costing nearly $20 billion from 1990-94. Holding our
defense budget hostage to pexk—bamreld projects that will strip
money from programs crucial to strategic modernization.

This modernization is vital -- vital because America must

base its procurement decisions a and g ==

on the future capacity -- the actual weapons -- that any
Soviet leader might have available.

Here, there are hopeful signs. For Mr. Gorbachev is taking
some steps to reduce the threat posed by the massive military
machine that is the Soviet Armed Forces. We applaud those moves.
And we hope there will be more -- many more.

But at the same time, we cannot cause the Soviet Union to
reduce its forces by unilaterally disarming ourselves. -Fow
progress has been made precisely because we have been strong. So
z $Ha+¢‘1|<
far, in terms of cutting medernized weapon systems, Soviet words
have not been matched by deeds. Our own strategic modernization
program must deal with deeds. And encourage the Soviet Union to
work with us in reducing the threat of nuclear war.

That is why we have begun a vital medernizatien program +o

vnodernize
invelving-all-eltements—ef our strategic traid. And by that I

mean: Submarines, missiles, and the-B-=2 bomben[ns
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We have called for two Trident submarines to be funded in
1990 and 1991. Today, I renew that call. And reaffirm my
commitment to the second part of our triad: strategic land-based
missiles. Already, the Soviet Union is deploying two mobile
systems. We have none. We need to move forward with our mobile
programs. Not only to modernize our forces into the 21st
Century. But to gain leverage for arms control.

What we're talking about is simple logic. Or as Sam Rayburn
said, "If a man has common sense, he has all the sense there is."

L@ m

Accordingly, our p?%@ram calls for tWO—S¥SU§HH—/}/heW

single-warhead small ICBM missile and our Peacekeeper multi-
warhead ICBM. The small ICBM represents the future of our ICBM
force -- highly mobile with a single warhead -- the very essence
of stability and deterrence. But it won't be ready until 1997.
So te—fi%}—%he—voﬁ&/.l have asked Congress for funds to make our
existing Peacekeepers mobile by utilizing our rail system in an
emergency -- providing survivability, at low cost, for this very
effective and proven system.

The third part of our deterrent triad -- the B-2 or Stealth
Bomber -- employs absolutely revolutionary technology to make

certain that it can penetrate defenses and assure the credibility

of our deterrence. And here's how: By deflecting Soviet—massive
air-defenses, it negates thgpgg;;igiiifi:fhat>th- bombe eq_of
the triad will be lina s o ontinue 0 _pe orm-—i m i ®) §

Finally, there's the last part of our defense equation --

the Strategic Defense Initiative. SDI will begin the movement
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from offensive to defensive deterrence. And deter not merely

existing threats but also Nations on the verge of possessing
nuclear and chemical missiles. If that's not common sense, I
don't like fishing.

Fellow veterans, real peace is not an accident. So, let us
modernize our strategic forces. And, thus, encourage arms
control. We need the Trident and the small ICBM. We need the
Peacekeeper, B-2, and SDI. And I have proposed to the Congress
an affordablé budget to pay for them. It is a solid, well-
thought-out and essential program. The Congress should support
it and not try to substitute pet projects in place of a closely
integrafed strategic program. For this, above all, we know:
When it comes to national defense, finishing second means

finishing last.

nty-seven years ago, Douglas MacArthur returned tothk€

»e' s. "The

soldier," he told thenm, 'anzf\:ll other _ fié, prays for peace
-— for he must suffer and bear “the~deepest wounds and scars of

war."

Plain at West Point, where he gave a speech to the,

Each of us knows®the truth of General Ma thur's words.

Yes, at times,”war has been inevitable -- at times, en
necessarfff But not here. Not now. Not if we summonV:;;\HEaxEv
and will to build a more secure and peaceful world.

We can have an Ameriea free from war, free from drugs and

crime. An America free from fear. What a wonderful legacy --

. for this and generations of children to come.
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Some might call it only a dream. I say: America is the
land of dreams -- dreams that come true. God bless you all, and

God bless the United States of America.

o % #



