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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE
UNTIL 2:20 P.M.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 1989

TEXT OF REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE CONFERENCE

Washington Convention Center
Washington, D.cC.

August 8, 1989

I want to speak to you today about the state of urban America --
about the future I see for American cities, and for the many
millions of Americans who make them their home.

In many respects, urban America offers a bleak picture -- an
inner city in crisis. There is too much crime, too much crack.
Too many drop outs, too much despair. Too little economic
opportunity, too little advancement. Too little hope.

But there’s something else that’s true about our inner cities --
something we can’t overlook, something the Urban League has _
worked tirelessly to strengthen. And that’s a core community
that is simply too strong to succumb. A community where there is
too much faith, too much pride, too strong a sense of family not
to fight back -- whatever their challenge, whatever the odds.

But the challenge for ﬁrban America is a challenge for all of
America. It’s a challenge for my Administration -- it’s a

challenge every American must embrace.

The condition of our inner cities isn’t a matter of charts and
graphs and cold statistics. 1It’s more than an exercise in
sociology or public policy. It’s a question of how people live
their lives -- a question of human dignity.

And it’s a challenge I take to heart. Your problems are my
problems. Your hopes -- the hopes all Americans hold dear.
Today, I offer you my hand. I offer you my word. Together, we
will make America open and equal to all. .

Together, we will find a way to stop the decline in our inner

" ‘cities -- to restore hope, and make the 90’s a decade of urban

renaissance.

Whether we succeed depends on how well we meet three key tests.
First, we must strike down barriers to advancement and
opportunity for American minorities -- and strike them down for
good. Second, we must create conditions for urban growth and
economic revival -- conditions that leave no one behind. And
finally, we must secure the most fundamental right of all -- the
right of young and old alike of any race to walk any street

without fear.

Let me start with equal opportunity. Not just in urban America,
but across this Nation, we must continue the crusade for

equality.

Just over a week ago, a collection of scholars released a
monumental study called A_Common Destiny: Blacks and American
Society. It offers detailed evidence of the progress our Nation
has made in the past 50 years in living up to American ideals.

- more -
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But the study makes clear that our work is far from over. The
wngreat gulf" between black and white America has narrowed. But
it has not closed. Closing that gulf —-- eliminating it for all
time -- is the next chapter we must write in the unfolding
history -- the unfinished history -- of civil rights. And that
chapter will be written. Because today -- as in the past --
advancing the cause of equal rights is in keeping with America’s
highest ideals. It is the right thing to do.

Think back to 1954, the Court’s decision in favor of Linda
Brown. A year later, another decision: Rosa Parks’ refusal to
go to the back of the bus. The 1960s: The passage of the civil
Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, Fair Housing. '

In this decade, the elevation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to a
place of honor among our American heroes. It was the right thing
to do. And today -- when our challenge is securing true equality
for every American -- once again, we will succeed, because it is

the right thing to do.

Discrimination still exists. Race hate -- born of ignorance and
inhumanity -- still exists. ' The day of the poll tax is over, the
day of Jim Crow is gone. Today, bigotry and bias may take more
subtle forms. But they persist -- and as long as they do, our
work is not over.

Before I go on -- I want to make sure everyone in this room knows
just where I stand -- just where my Administration stands. My
Administration is committed to reaching out to minorities, to
striking down barriers to free and open access. We will not

tolerate discrimination, bigotry or bias of any kind -- period.

Now —— we’ve all spent a 1ot of time over the past two decades
debating the best means for ending unequal treatment. We’ve
argued -- society’s argued -- about affirmative action, about
quotas, goals and timetables, about set-asides and 8-A firms.
Well, while society’s been debating these important issues --
society’s also been changing. The economy’s been changing. oOur
world -- the world our children will inherit -- is changing.
part of the change is the progress we have made -- hard-fought
changes in which the Urban League can take pride. Part of the
change is simply a matter of the dynamics at work in our world.

Take the economy. We’re used to thinking of unemployment as a
case of too many people, and too few jobs —-- a game of musical
chairs. All too often it is minorities left standing when the
music stops. In the 1990s --= into the next century -- our

problem will be the just the opposite: More than enough jobs --
and too few people qualified to £fill them.

The last of the Baby Boom generation are in their thirties.
There’s been a slowdown in the number of new workers entering our
economy, which will continue into the 1990s. New workers will be
in demand -- and the simple fact is that 8 of every 10 new
workers will be women, minorities, or immigrants.

Think about what that means. For every child growing up today --
black or white, urban or rural -- there will be a job waiting.
The question =-- our challenge -- is whether they will have the
education and the skills they need to seize that opportunity.
That’s the new frontier for civil rights.

opportunity means education. The jobs open to the 21st Century
worker will require higher skills. Never has education been more
important than for the next generation -- for the first grader
who is a member of the high school class of 2001. The package of
education initiatives I sent to Congress this spring will make a
difference -- for urban America -- and for American minorities.

- more -



I’ve called on Congress to provide a $250 million dollar increase
in funds for Head Start -- a key program in getting disadvantaged
‘children ready for school. And back in April, I signed an
executive order that will strengthen our Nation’s Historically
Black Colleges and Universities -- and expand opportunities for
their students and graduates.

In many urban schools, the key is creating a sound learning
environment: One that keeps drop-outs in -- and keeps drugs out.
That’s why I’ve called for the creation of Urban Emergency
Grants, to help clean up schools hit hardest by the drug scourge.

Education is the way to turn dreams into reality. And even in
the inner city, every kid has a dreamn.

And opportunity means job training -- building the employment
skills and basic literacy ability everyone needs to get and keep
a job. For six years now, the Job Training Partnership program
has been equipping disadvantaged youth to enter the workforce —-
and start that climb up out of the poverty trap. JTPA works.
The proof is its 68% success rate -- and we’re working to make
the program even stronger. Last month we introduced amendments
to the JTPA to target it more tightly on at-risk youth -- kids
with the most urgent need for job training.

But growth creates jobs -- and the future of urban America
depends on bringing growth to our inner cities. One
entrepreneurial answer to inner city poverty is enterprise zones.
Enterprise zones can be a source of jobs, growth, and
advancement. And the payoff isn’t simply economic. When you
create jobs -- you create hope.

We’ve debated the idea of enterprise zones long enough. I‘ve
asked Congress to create at least 50 enterprise zones between now
and 1993. And now it’s time for action. But enterprise zones
are meaningless if we don’t create economic incentives for urban
expansion. That’s why I’ve also called on Congress to enact
changes in the tax code that will make enterprise zones magnets

for capital and job creation.

I'm talking about incentives to increase investment -- to open a
flow of "seed capital" into urban areas. If we’re going to make
inner cities attractive to new capital, individuals who invest in
enterprise zones should get an immediate tax savings.

And we’ve also got to reward risk taking. I’ve proposed a zero
capital gains rate for eligible business investments in
enterprise zones. That should be a powerful incentive for
outside investors, and a rate of return fitting for urban

entrepreneurs. »

And I’m talking about incentives for working people. We want to
establish a refundable wage credit for low-income employees in
enterprise zones. In many cases, this credit will cut the taxes
of low-income workers to zero. And for some low-income families
who already owe little in taxes, a refundable credit will not
only take them off the Federal income tax rolls -- it will put
money in their pockets.

Opportunity, education, advancement, equality. Each is
essential. But we can’t talk about the future we want to see for
urban America without talking about the number one threat in our
inner cities today: 1Illegal drugs. You know the simple truth:
Our inner cities cannot become centers of opportunity as long as
they are battle zones in a drug war.

A little over a week ago, HHS Secretary Louis Sullivan released
the newest statistics on illegal drug use in America. The
statistics show two trends: One positive, one profoundly
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disturbing. Overall use of cocaine has declined by almost

half -- testimony to the years of dedication and hard work of
parents, educators, religious and community leaders, all
determined to end this plague. But our greatest challenge is yet
to come. Frequent cocaine use is up sharply. That means while
our message is getting across to the casual user, hard-core drugs
-- drugs like crack cocaine -- are tightening their grip.

That’s grim news, because crack, crime and violence are an unholy
trinity in our inner cities. And urban communities suffer most.
When the crack house is on your block. When the stray bullet
from a drug-war shoot-out kills the mother sitting on her

porch. When parents and teachers and churches struggle to teach
the values of honesty and hard work -- and find themselves up
against the fast-money lure of the drug trade.

But our children can live and learn in peace. Urban communities
can thrive again. That’s why we’ve got to combat drug violence.
That’s why we’ve got to eliminate fear. That’s why we’ve got to
create a climate of hope.

The Federal Government is doing its part -- and we’re going to do
more. We’ve taken forceful action to speed up the eviction
process for drug dealers in America’s public housing communities.
And in less than a month, we’ll unveil our drug strategy -- our
comprehensive battle plan to wage the long, hard fight against
illegal drugs.

And there’s a message I want to send today to all law-abiding
‘Americans. The war on drugs is a battle that can’t simply be
waged from Washington. When I was in Chicago last month, I asked
this Nation’s Governors to pass laws in each of their States that
parallel the tough Federal stand we’ve taken against illegal
drugs. Today, I ask each of you to do the same at the local
level, in urban America.

Let’s put more police on the streets, tougher laws on the books,
build the jail cells we need to put drug criminals where they
belong --behind bars -- and keep them there. Let’s not point the
finger or look for scapegoats. Let’s enlist every asset we have,
form a united front, and fight this war together.

There are some who say the state of urban America is hopeless. I
say they’re wrong. We’ve got to see past the stories on the six
o’clock news, past the statistics. We’ve got to see the
potential for progress -- we’ve got to see the face of hope in
our inner cities.

Now, I’m not afraid to say we’ve got hard work ahead of us --
that we’ve got to wage war on poverty, wage war on despair, wage
war on the hopelessness that robs us of our future.

And I want to tell all of you here today: I’m not going to rest
until I know that I’ve done everything in my power to ensure that
we succeed -- that every child in our inner cities has a shot at
a good job. That every kid stays in school -- gets a quality
education. Lives in decent housing =-- in a neighborhood free of
drugs, fear and violence.

We’ve got to work together to achieve these goals. I know we
will -- and I know why. Everyone here today knows why. Because

it’s the right thing to do.

###
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: PATRICIA MACK BRYAN Y| (/LH%
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: National Urban League

Pursuant to James W. Cicconi's staffing memorandum of August 2,
1989, Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced remarks.
Subject to the comments noted below, we have no legal objection
to those remarks.

Discussion of Set Asides in First Full Paragraph of Page 4

We are extremely concerned about the paragraph on page 4 about
the set-asides. 1In the first place, all reference to the
Carpenter case should be deleted. The discussion of it in that
paragraph is oversimplified and, to the extent it suggests the
Justice Department is defending racial category set-asides,
incorrect. Consequently, touting that case may well result in
angering civil rights leaders who are familiar with it and
embarrassing the President. The Department of Justice strongly
advises against referencing that case and we concur.

Based on the above and to further improve the problematic nature
of the set-asides discussion, we suggest that one of two
alternatives be chosen.

Alternative 1: At the least, we recommend that this paragraph be
edited along the following lines: (1) delete the second sentence
and (2) rewrite the remainder of the paragraph to read "The
Department of Justice will defend set-aside programs that assist
disadvantaged minority businesses and remedy real injustices.
Affirmative action is not at risk. It remains a tool for
positive change."

The suggested changes have the advantage of making it clearer
that the President favors set-asides for the disadvantaged, not
set-asides based on race. Moreover, it avoids reference to the
Carpenter case.
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Memorandum to Chriss Winston
From: Jim Pinkert@
Subject: National Urban League Draft Speech

The following comments are similar to the comments you have
or will be receiving from Roger Porter. The draft as currently
constituted repeats our line of "affirmative action, Yes; quotas,
No." This message by itself will only serve to concede much of
the civil rights issue to the Left. Thus, we suggest a few
alternatives below, and append language by Hans Kuttner of OPD
that we believe will help shift the focus of the speech onto our
strong points.

At pg. 4, para. 2, having set up the three themes of the
speech earlier (at 2,4,2): striking down barriers to
opportunity, creating urban economic growth, and anti-
drugs/crime, the draft turns to the first theme, opportunity, and
declares opposition to quotas and support of affirmative action.

But the example we give of enforcing affirmative action is
itself a quota: 10% set-asides for interstate highway
construction. While this may prove popular with the audience, we
can do better at remaining true to our stated principle of
striking down barriers to opportunity. For instance:

1) We could mention the relevant figures on the President's
appointment of minorities and women to the Executive branch.
Assuming such figures are compelling, they will give added force
to the President's declared commitment to greater minority
recruitment, a key concept of affirmative action.

2) Since we mention educational opportunities in the first
graf of this page, we could turn in the second paragraph to the
President's relevant actions on education -- promoting parental
choice, through magnet schools, for example. (Coincidentally,
today's New York Times reports that black parents in Kansas City
are su#ing to have magnet schools opened up more to black kids.)
Educational choice will be a popular message, particularly
because magnet schools are a common means of achieving
integration while maintaining excellence and preventing "white
flight."

(more)



3) In addition, we might consider mentioning the President's
support of Alternative Certification of teachers as a way to
remove barriers to qualified minorities who wish to teach but are
denied the opportunity because they lack the necessary
credentials -- which is to say that they are denied the
opportunity because of their background.

Any or all of these suggestions, in addition to the existing
first paragraph on page five dealing with education, could
substitute for the present second paragraph on page four --
without self-contradicting our pledge to oppose quotas and
support affirmative action.

Accordingly, we have attached language prepared by Hans
Kuttner, which we suggest inserting at page 3. We also suggest
as above, the addition of some reference to parental choice in
education via magnet schools.

2,6,1-2 The study is actually called Blacks And American
Society.

9,3 The conclusion is clearly too abrupt. Presumably a more
complete conclusion is in the works. If not, we suggest drawing
the lesson from the previous anecdotal examples of self-help to
point out what is often overlooked: <that the solution to the
problems of the inner city lie in the inner city itself and its
people; people like Lena Jackson, Mattie Pitts, etc. Government
should act as the catalyst for this renewal by removing barriers
and intervening to protect the vulnerable -- whether they are
vulnerable persons, vulnerable families, vulnerable associations
and small businesses. The inner city, in short, already contains
the seeds of its own renewal.




alternative criteria for certifyina teachers. Those who can
teach should teach.

Consider another case, that of an individual who is dear to
me: Connie Newman started her government career as a GS3 clerk
typist at the Department of Agriculture. Since then the range of
responsibilities she has shown that she is fit for most any job.
I was proud to nominate her to be Director of the Office of
Personnel Managment, the director of personnel for our _; million
employee federal government. Yet because she doesn’t have the
credentials that have been established, she can’'t

I want credential requiremements that keep qualified
minorities from jobs and economic advancement to come tumbling
down like the walls of Jericho. The federal government can be a
model. I want Connie to sound the trumpet to make those walls
come tumbling down. We will study all the requirements for
federal jobs and ask ourselves, does this requirement hold away
qualified people? How can performance -- the demonstrated
ability to do the job -- substitute for requirements like

certifications and exams?
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[Attachment] )
We need to open new frontiers of opportunity. I say to you

Y

that the greatest barrier to the advancement of minorities in

this country are the rules that say who is qualified to do a job.

Too many of them are irrelevant. The only qualification should

be, can this individual do the ijob? If this and only this can be

made the standard, then I tell you. the dam will be broken and

the aspirations of minorities can flow on to realization.

That’s why I am calling for alternative certification for

teachers. In almost all the States of the union a prospective

teacher must study education in ~rder to qualify for a teaching

position in the public schools Those who do not take the right
college courses are excluded from the teaching profession. Too

many of those who are excluded are qualified minorities. I wanti

to take down this barrier. My Administration supports using

(more)
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August 4, 1989

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESID®NT
THROUGH: DAVID DEMARES

L D '3\ NTA
FROM: DANIEL MCGROARTY M THE- PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

£/ l¢

SUBJECT: NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE SPEECH

I. SUMMARY

On,Tuesday, August 8, at 1:00 p.m., you will address the

; tional Urban League Annual Conference at the Convention
Center here in Washington, D.C. About 3500 people will be
in the audience.

You w111 be introduced by Dr. Bernard Watson, Senior Vice

Chairman of the National Urban League. John E. Jacob,

gye51dent of the Urban League, will be there, as well as
ecretary Kemp.

II. DISCUSSION

The speech centers on three themes: equal opportunity:
urban-growth and economic revival; and the fight against
drugs and crime. We also discuss the importance of
education in making all three possible.

The overall theme of the speech is that we need to stop
bemoaning the "hopeless" state of urban America, and start
focusing on the opportunities and potential that is there.

We suggest at the close of the speech that you turn to John
Jacob and Jack Kemp as you speak.
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[URBAN]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.
AUGUST 8, 1989
' 1:00 P.M.
Thank you. [Iﬁtroductory acknowledgements. John Jacdb,

President, other Urban League leaders, Secretary Kemp.]

I want to speak to you today about the state of urban

&
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,America -- about the future I see for American cities, and for
the maﬁy millions of Americans who make them their home.

In many respects, urban America offers a bleak picture --
an ingér city in crisis. There is too much crime, too much
cngzﬂ; Too manybﬂrop outs, too much despair. Too little
economic opportunity, too little advancement. Too little hope.

But there's something else that's true about our inner
.cities -- something we can't overlook, something the ﬁrban League
has worked tire}éésly.to strengthen.” And that's a core community
that is simpiy too_strong to succumb. A community where there is
too much faith, too much pride, too strang a sense of family not
to fight back -- whatever their challenge, whatever the odds.

But the challenge for urban America is a challenge for all
of America. It's a challenge for my Administration -- it's a
challenge everx/ﬂﬁérican must embrace. |

The condition of our inner cities isn't a matter of charts

and graphs and cold statistics.... It's more than an exercise in
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sociology or public policy. 1It's a question of how people live
their lives -- a question of human dignity.

And it's a challenge I take to heart. Your problems are ny
problems. [Pause] Your hopes -- the hopes all Americans hold
dear. Today, I offer you my hand. I offer you my word.
Together, we will make America open and equal to all. [Pause]

Togethef, we will find a way to stop tlie decline in our
inner cities -- to restore hope, and make the 90's a decade of
urban renaissance.

Whether we succeed depends on how well we meet three key
tests. First, we must strike down barriers to advancement and
opportunity for American minorities -- and strike them down for
good. [Pause] Second, we must create conditions for urban
growth and economic revival -- conditions that leave no one
behind. [Pause] And finally, we must secure the most
fundamental right of all -- the right of young and old alike of
any race to walk any streets without fear. [Pause]

Let me start with equal opportunity. Not just in urban
America, but across this nation, we must continue the crusade for
equality. [Pause]

Just over a week ago, a collection of scholars released a
monumental study called A Common Destiny: Blacks and American
Society. It offers detailed evidence of the progress our nation
has made in the past 50 years in living up to American ideals.

But the study makes clear that our work is far from over. The

-~

~
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"great gulf" between black and white America has narrowed. But .
it has not closed.

élosing that gulf -- eliminating it for all time -- is the
next chapter we must write in the unfolding history =-- the
unfinished history -- of civil rights.

And that chapter will be written. Because today -- as in
the past -- advancing the cause of equal rights is in keeping
with America's highest ideals. It is the right thing to do.

Think back to 1954, the Court's decision in favor of Linda
Brown.... A year later, another decision: Rosa Parks' refusal
to go to the back bf the bus. The 1960s: the passage of the
Civil Righté Act, the Voting Rights Act, Fair Housing.

In this decade, fhe elevation of Dr. Martin .Iuther King, Jr.
to a place 6f honor among'our American heroes. It was the right
thing to do.

| And today -~ when our challenge is securing true equality
for every American -- once again, we will succeed, because it is
the right thihg to do.

Discrimination still exists. Race hate -- born of ignorance
and inhumanity -- still exists. The day of the poll tax is over,
the day of Jim Crow is gone.... 'Today, bigotry and bias may take
more subtle forms. But they persist -- and as long as they do,
our work is not over.

Before I go on -- I want to make sure everyone in thislroom
knows just where I stand -- just where my Administration stands.

My Administration is committed to feaching out to minorities, to
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striking down barriers to free and open access. We will not
tolerate discrimination, bigotry or bias of any kind -- period.
[ [Pause]] |

Now -- we've all spent a lot of time over the past two
decades debating the best means for ending unequal treatment.
We've argued -- society's argued -- about affirmative action,
about quotés, goals and timetables, about set-asides and 8-A
firms.

Well, while society's been debating these important issues
- sociéty's also been changing. The economy's been changing.

Our world -- the world our children will inherit -- is changing.

Part of the change is the progress we have made -- hard-
fought changes in which the Urban League can take pride. Part of
the change is simply a matter of the dynamics at work in our
world.

Take the economy. We're used to thinking of unemployment as
a case of too many people, and too few jobs -- a game of musical
chairs. All too often it is minorities left standing when the
music stops. In the 1990s -- into the next century -- our
problem will be the just the opposite: More than enough jobs --
and too few people qualified to fill them.

The last of the Baby Boom generation are in their thirties.
There's been a slowdown in the nﬁmber of.new workers entering our

economy, which will continue into the 1990s. New workers will be
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in demand -- and the simple fact is that 8 of e#ery 10 new
| workers will be women, ﬁinorities, or immigrants.

Think about what that means. For every child growing up
tedey -= black or white, urban or rural =-- there will be a job
waitiﬁg. [[(Pause]] |

The question -- our challenge -- is whether they will have
the education and the skills they need to seize that opportunity.

That's the new frontier for civil rights.

bpportunity means education. The jobs open to the 21st
Century worker will require higher skills. Never has education
been more important than for the next generation -- for the first
grader who is a member of the high school class of 2001;

The package of education initiatives I sent to Congress this
spring will make a difference -- for urben America -- and for
American minorities.

'I've called on Congress to provide a $250 million dollar
increase in funds fof Head Start -- a key program in getting
disadvantaged children ready for school. And back in April, I
'signed an executive order that will strengthen our nation's
Histo:icallyiBlack Colleges and Universities -- and expand
opportunities for their students and graduates.

In many urban schools, the key is creating a sound learning
environment: one that keeps droﬁ-outs in -- and keeps drugs out.
That's why I;ve called for the creation of Urban Emergency

Grants, to help clean up schools hit hardest by the drug scourge.
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.Education is the way to tufh dreams into reality. And even
in the inner city, every kid has a dream. '

And opportunity means job training -- building.the
employment skills and basic literacy ability everyone needs to
get and keep a job. For six years now; the Job Training
Partnertship program has been equipping disadvantaged youth to
enter the workforce -- and start that climb up out of the poverty
trap. JTPA works. The proof is its 68% success rate -- and
we're working to make the program even stronger. Last month we
introduced amendments to the JTPA to target it more tightly on
at-risk youth -- kids with the most urgent need for job training.

But growth creates jobs -- and the future of urban America
deﬁends on bringing gro&th to our inner cities. One
entrepreneurial answer to inner city poverty is enterprise zones.

Enﬁerprise zones can be a source of jobs, growth, and
- advancement. And the payoff isn't simply economic. When you
create jdbs -- you create hope.

We've debated the idea of enterpfise zones long enough.

I'Qe asked Congress to create at least 50 enterprise zones
between now and 1993. And now it's time‘fo: action. [Pause]

But enterprise zones are meaningless if we don't create
economic incentives for urban expansion. That's why I've also
called on cOngréss to enact changes in the tax code that will
make enterprise zones magnets for cébital and job creation.

I'm talking about incentives to increase investment -- to

open a flow of "seed capital" into urban areas. If we're_going
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to make inner cities attractive to new capital, individuals who
invest in enterprise zones should get an immediate tax savings.

And we've also got to reward risk taking. I've proposed a
zero capital gains rate for eligible business investments in
enterprise zones; That should be a powerful incentive for
outside investors, and a rate of return fitting for urban
entrepreneurs.

And I'm talking about incentives for working people. We
want to establish a refundable wage credit for low-income
employees in enterprise zones. In many cases, this credit will
cut the taxes of low-income workers to zero. And for some low-
income famiiies who already owe little in taxes, a refundable
credit will not only take them off the federal income tax rolls -
- it will put money in their pockets.

Opportunity, education, advancement, equality. Each is
essential. But we can't talk about the future we want to see for-
urban America without talking about the number one threat in our
inner cities today: illegal drugs. You know the simple truth:
our inner cities cannot become centers of opportuhity as long as
they are battle zones in a drug war.

A little over a week ago, HHS Secretary Louis Sullivan
released the newest statistics on illegal_drug use in America.
The statistics show two trends: one positive, one profoundly
disturbing. Overall use of cocaine has declined by almost half -
- testimony to the years of dedication and hard work of parents,

educators, religious and community leaders, all détermined to end
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this plague. But our greatést challenge is yet to-come.
Frequent cocaine use is up sharply. That means while our message
is getting across to the casual user, hard-core drugs -- drugs
like crack cocaine -- are tightening their grip.

That's grim news, because crack, crime and violence are an
unholy trinity in our inner cities. . And urban communities suffer
most. When theiérack house is on your block.... When the stray
'bullet from a drug-war shoot-out kills the mother sitting on her
porch.... When parents and teachers and churches struggle to
teach the values of honesty and hard work -- and find themselves
up against the fast-money lure of the dtug tradea

But our children can live and learn in peace. Urban
communities-can thrive again. That's why we've got to combat
drug violence. That's why we've got to eliminate fear. That's
why we've got to dreate a climate of hope.

The federal government is doing its part -- and we're going
to do more. We've taken forceful action to speed up the eviction
process for drug dealers in America's public housing communities.
And in less than a month, we'll unveil our drug strategy -- our
comprehensive battle plan to wage the long, hard fight against
illegal drugs. |

And there's a message I want to send today to all law-
.abiding Americans. The war on drugs is a battle that can't
simply be waged from Washington. 'When I was in Chicago last
month, I asked this nation's governors to pass laws in each of

their states that parallel the tough federal stand we've taken
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against illegal drugs. Today, I ask each of you to do the same
at the local level, in urban America.

Let's put more police on the streets, tougher laws on the
books, build the jail cells we need to put drug criminals where
they belong --behind bars --'and keep them there. Let's not
point the finger or look for scapegoats. Let's enlist every
asset we have, form a united front, and fight this war together.

There are some who say the state of urban America is
hopeless. I say they're wrong. We've got to see past the
stories~on the six o'clock news, past the statistics..;. We've
got to see the potential for progress --'we've got to see the
face of hope in our inner cities.

Now, I'm ﬁot afraid to say we've got hard work ahead of us -
- that we've got to wage war on poverty, wage war on despair,
wage war on the hopelessness that robs us of our future. |

'And T want to tell all of you here today: I'm not going to
rest until I know that I've done everything in my power to ensure
that we succeed -- that every child in our inner cities has a
shot at a good job.... That every kid stays in school -- gets a
quélity education.... Lives in decent housing -- in a

neighporhood free of drugs, fear and violence.

(;*11 Ank e QMiti:?E-&s-eanT We've got to work
by So : .
1.:ogether./i I know we will -+ and I know why.

John, you know why. Jack, you know why. Everyone here

today knows why.

Because it's the right thing to do.
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Thank you. God bless you. And God bless i:he United States

of America.’



- 14 -

IN THE 1990sS -- INTO THE NEXT CENTURY -- OUR PROBLEM
WILL BE JUST THE OPPOSITE: MORE THAN ENOUGH

JOBS -- AND TOO FEW PEOPLE QUALIFIED TO FILL THEM.

THE LAST OF THE BABY BOOM GENERATION ARE IN THEIR
THIRTIES. THERE'S BEEN A SLOWDOWN IN THE NUMBER OF NEW
WORKERS ENTERING OUR ECONOMY, WHICH WILL CONTINUE INTO
THE 1990s. NEW WORKERS WILL BE IN DEMAND -- AND THE
SIMPLE FACT IS THAT 8 OF EVERY 10 NEW WORKERS WILL BE

WOMEN, MINORITIES, OR IMMIGRANTS.
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REMARKS: NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.
AUGUST 8, 1989
2:00 P.M.

THANK You DrR. WATsoN. JoHN JAcoB, URBAN LEAGUE
LEADERS, SECRETARY KEMP, THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE.

I WANT TO SPEAK TO YOU TODAY ABOUT THE STATE OF
URBAN AMERICA -- ABOUT THE FUTURE I SEE FOR AMERICAN
CITIES, AND FOR THE MANY MILLIONS OF AMERICANS WHO MAKE

THEM THEIR HOME.
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PRESIDENTTIAL ADDRESS
TO THE NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
AUGUST 8, 1989

In his address, President Bush focusses on the state of
urban America, and on ways to stop the decline in our inner
cities and make the 1990s a decade of urban renaissance.

The President identifies the challenge for urban America as
a challenge for all of America, and declares that success depends
on meeting three key tests:

First, our ability to strike down barriers to advancement
and opportunity for American minorities.

Second, our ability to create conditions for urban growth
and economic revival.

Third, our success in securing the most fundamental right of
all -- the right of every American of any race to walk any street
without fear.

% % %

The President notes that in recent decades the great gulf
between black and white America has narrowed, but has not closed.
Discrimination still exists, and as long as it does, the crusade
for true equality is not over.

The President offers his personal pledge -~ that he will not
tolerate discrimination, bigotry or bias of any kind, and that he
is committed to reach out to minorities and to striking down
barriers to free and open access.

The new frontier for civil rights is preparing all American
children for the changing future they will face.

The economy is a case in point. We generally think of
unemployment as a case of too many people, and too few jobs. 1In
the 1990s the problem will be the just the opposite: More than
enough jobs -- and too few people qualified to fill them.

A slowdown in the number of new workers entering our economy
means that new workers will be in demand. And 8 of every 10 new
workers will be women, minorities, or immigrants. That means
that for every child growing up today -- regardless of race —-
there will be a .job waiting.

The question is whether our children receive adequate
education and training to seize that opportunity. The
President's education initiatives will help urban America and
American minorities prepare for this challenge. They include: A
$250 million dollar increase in funds for Head Start, expanded
assistance to America's Historically Black Colleges and
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Universities, and Urban Emergency Grants, to help clean up
schools hit hardest by the drug scourge.

In addition, the President's recent proposals to strengthen
the successful Job Training Partnership program will help at-risk
youth build the employment skills and basic literacy ability they
need to get and keep a job.

% % %

But growth that creates jobs, and in order to bring growth
to our inner cities, the President proposes an entrepreneurial
answer: enterprise zones. The President has called on Congress
to create at least 50 enterprise zones between now and 1993 --
and the economic incentives to make them meaningful.

Those include incentives to increase investment in urban
areas, by granting immediate tax savings to enterprise zone
investors, a zero capital gains rate for eligible business
investments in enterprise zones, and a refundable wage credit for
low-income employees in the zones.

Hkk

Finally, the future of urban America depends on our ability

to number one threat in our inner cities today: illegal drugs.

The newest statistics on illegal drug use in America show
two trends: one positive, one profoundly disturbing. Overall
use of cocaine has declined by almost half -- but frequent -
cocaine use is up sharply. That means while our message is

. getting across to the casual user, hard-core drugs —-- drugs like

crack cocaine -- are tightening their grip. And it is urban
America that suffers most from drug violence.

The federal government's commitment to the war on drugs
includes action to speed up the eviction process for drug dealers
in America's public housing communities, and the unveiling next
month of a comprehensive anti-drug strategy.

But the war on drugs is a battle that can't simply be waged
from Washington. States and local governments must parallel the
tough federal stand against illegal drugs. Support at all levels
of government for tougher laws, more police, and increased prison
construction is part of united front against illegal drugs.

Contrary to the bleak picture we often see, the state of
urban America is not at all hopeless. President Bush emphasizes
his personal commitment to wage war on the poverty and despair
that stand between urban America and a brighter future.

Please call Holly Williamson for further information, White
House Public Affairs, 456-2930.

* o# #
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 4, 1989

INFORMATION

ﬁEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDWT
THROUGH: DAVID DEMARES

FROM:

DANIEL MCGROARTY D%J%

SUBJECT: NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE SPEECH

I.

II.

SUMMARY

On Tuesday, August 8, at 1:00 p.m., you will address the
National Urban League Annual Conference at the Convention
Center here in Washlngton, D.C. About 3500 people will be
in the audience.

" You will be introduced by Dr. Bernard Watson, Senior Vice

Chairman of the National Urban League. John E. Jacob,
President of the Urban League, will be there, as well as
Secretary Kemp.

DISCUSSION

The speech centers on three themes: equal opportunity:;
urban growth and economic revival; and the fight against
drugs and crime. We also discuss the importance of
education in making all three possible.

The overall theme of the speech is that we need to stop
bemoaning the "hopeless" state of urban America, and start
focusing on the opportunities and potential that is there.

Wé suggest at the close of the speech that YOu turn to John
Jacob and Jack Kemp as you speak.



McGroarty/Dooley
August 4, 1989
4:30 pm

[URBAN]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.
AUGUST 8, 1989
1:00 P.M.
Thank you. tIntroductory acknowledgements. John Jacob,
President, other Urban League leaders, Secretary Kemp.]
I want to speak to you today about the state of urban
America =-- about the future I see for American cities, and fér
' the many millions of Americans who make them their home.
In many respects, urban America offers a bleak picture --
an inner city in crisis. There is too much crime, too much
crack. Too many drop outs, too much despair. Too little
economic opportunity, too little advancement. Too -little hope.
But there's s§mething else that's true about our inner
~ cities -- something we can't overlook, something the Urban League
has worked tirelessly to strengthen. And that's a core community
that is simply too strong to succumb. A community where there is
too much faith, too much pride, too strong a sense of family not

to fight back -- whatever their challenge, whatever the odds.

But the challengé for urban America is a challenge for all

of America. It's a challenge for my Administration -- it's a
challenge every American must embrace.
The condition of our inner cities isn't a matter of charts

and graphs and cold statistics.... It's more than an exercise in
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sociology or public policy. 1It's a question of how people live
their lives -- a question of human dignity.

And it's a challenge I take to heart. Your problems are my
problems. [Pause] Your hopes -- the hopes all Americans hdld
dear. Today, I offer you my hand. I offer you my word.
Together, we will make America open and equal to all. [Pause]

Together, we will find a way to stop the decline in our
inner cities -- to restore hope, and make the 90's a decade of
.urban renaissance.

Whether we succeed'depends on how well we meet three key
tests. First, we must strike down barriers to advancement and
opportunity for American minorities -- and strike them down for
good. [Pause] Second, we must create conditions for urban
growth and ecohomic revival -- conditions that leave no one
behind. [Pause] And finally, we must secure the most
fundamental right of all -- the right of young and old alike of
any race to walk.any streets ﬁithout fear. [Pause]

Let me start ﬁith equal opportunity. Not just in urban
America, but across this nation, we must continue the crusade for
equality. [Pause]

Just over a week ago, a collection of scholars released a
monumental study called A Commoh Destiny: Blacks and American
Society. It offers detailed evidence of the progress our nation
has made in the past 50 years in living up to American ideals.

But the study makes clear that our work is far from over. The
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"great qulf" between black and white America has narrowed. But
it has not closed.

Closing that gulf -- eliminating it for all time -- is the
next chapter we must write in the unfolding historf -=- the
unfinished history -- of civil rights. |

And that chapter will be written. Because today -- as in
the past -- advancing the cause of equal rights is in keeping
with America's highest ideals. It is the right thing to do.

Think back to 1954, the Court's decision in favor of Linda
Brown.... A year later, another decision: Rosa Parks' refusal - -
to go to the back of the bus. The 1960s: the passage of the
Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, Fair Housing.

In this decade, the elevation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
to a place of honor among ouf American heroes. It was the right
thing to do. |

And today -- when our challenge is securing true equality
for every American -- once again, we will succeed, because it is
the right thing to do.

Discrimination still exists. Race hate -- born of ignorance
and inhumanity -- still exists. The day of the poll tax is over,
the day of Jim Crow is gone.... Today, bigotry and bias may take
more subtle.forms. But they persiét -- and as long as they do,
our work is not over. A

Before I go on -- I want to make sure everyone in this room’
knows just where I stand -- just where my Administration stands.

My Administration is committed to reaching out to minorities, to
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striking down barriers to free and open access. We will not
tolerate discrimination, bigotry or sias of any kind -- period.
[ [Pause]]

Now -- we've all spent a lot of time over the past two
decades debating the best means for ending unequal treatment.
We've argued -- society's argued -- about affirmative action,
about quotas, goals and timetables, about set-asides and 8-~-A
firms. |

Well, while society's been debating these important issugs
- sociéty's also been changing. The economy's been changing.

Our world ~-- the world our children will inherit -- is changing.

Part of the change is the progress we have made -- hard-
fought changes in which the Urban‘League can take pfide. Part of
the change is simply a matter of the dynamics at work in our
world.

| Take the economy. We're used to thinking of unemployment as
a case of too many people; and too few jobs -- a game of musical
chairs. All too often it is minorities left standing when the
music stops. In the 1990s -- into the next century -- our
problem will be the'juét the opposite: More than enough jobs --
and too few people qualified to £ill them.

The last of the Baby Boom generation are in their ﬁhirties.
There's been a slowdown in the number of new workers entering our

economy, which will continue into the 1990s. New workers will be
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in demand -- and the simple fact is that 8 of every 10 new
workers will be women, minorities, or immigrants.

.Think about what that means. For every child growing up
today -- black or white, urban or rural -- there will be a job
waiting. [[Pause]]

The question -- our challenge -- is whether they will have
the education and the skills they need to seize that opportunity.

That's the new frontier for civil rights.

Opportunity means education. The jobs open to the 21st
Century worker will require higher skills. 'Never has education
been more important than for the next generation -- for the first
grader who is a member of the high school class of 2001.

The package of education initiatives I sent to Congress this
spring will make a différence -- for urban America -- and for
Amefican minorities.

I've called on Congress to provide a $250 million dollar
increase in funds for Head Start -- a key program in getting
disadvantaged children ready for school. And back in April, I
signed an executive order that will strengthen our nation's
Historically Black Colleges and Universities -- and expand
opportunities for their students and graduates.

In many urban schools, the key is creating a sound learning
environment: one that keeps drop-outs in -- and keeps drugs out.
That's why I've called for the creation of Urban Emergency |

Grants, to help clean up schools hit hardest by the drug scourdge.
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Education is the way to turn dreams into reality. And even
in the inner city, every kid has a dreanm.

And opportunity means job training =-- building the>
employment skills and basic literacy ability everyone needs to
get and-keep a job. For six yeafs now, the Job‘Training
Partneftship program has been eqﬁipping disadvantaged youth to
enter the workforce -- and start that climb up out of the poverty
trap. JTPA-works. The proof is its 68% success rate - and
we're working to make the program even stronger. Last month we
introduced amendments to the JTPA to target it more tightly on
at-risk youth -- kids with the most urgent need for job training.

But growth creates jobs -- and the future of urban America
depends on bringing growth to our inner cities. One
entrepreneurial answer to inner city poverty is entérprise zones.

Enterprise zones can be a source of jobs, growth, and
advancement. And the payoff isn't simply economic. When you
create jobs =-- you create hope.

We've debated the idea of enterprise zones long enough.

I've asked Congress to create at least 50 enterprise zones
between now and 1993. And now it's time for action. [Pause]

But entefprise zones are meanipgless if we don't create
economié incentives for urban expansion. That's why I've also
called on Congress to enact changes in the tax code that will
make enterprise zones magnets for capital and job creation.

I'm talking about incentives to increase investment -- to

open a flow of "seed capital" into urban areas. If we're going
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to make inner cities attractive to new capital, individuals who
‘invest in enterprise zones should get an immediate tax savings.

And we've also got to reward risk taking. I've proposed a
zero capital gains rate for eligible business investments in
enterprise zones. That should be a powerful incentive for
outside investors, and a rate of return fitting for urban
entrepreneurs. |

And I'm talking about incentives for working people. We
want to establish a refundable wage credit for low-income
employees in enterprise zones. 1In many cases, this credit will
cut the taxes of low-income workers to zero. And for some low-
income families who already owe little in taxes, a refundable
credit will not only take them off the federal income tax rolls -
- it wili put money in their pockets.

Opportunity, education, advancement, equality. Each is
essential. But we can't talk about the future we want to see for.
urban America without talking about the number one threat in our
inner cities today: illegal drugs. You know the simple truth:
our inner cities cannot become centers of opportunity as long as
.they are battle zones in a drug war.

A little over a week ago, HHS Secretary Louis Sullivan
released the newest statistics on illegal drug use in America.
The statistics show two trends: one positive, one profoundly
disturbing. ‘Overall use of cocaine has declined by almost half -
- testimony to the years of dedication and hard work of parents,

educators, religious and community leaders, all determined to end
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this plague. But our greatest challenge is yet to come.
Frequent cocaine use is u§ sharply. That means while our message
is getting across to the casual user, hard-core drugs -- drugs
like crack cocaine -- are tightening their grip.

That's grim news, because crack, crime and violence are an
unholy trinity in our inner cities. And ufban communities suffer
most. When the crack house is on your block.... When the stray
bullet from a drug-war shoot-out kills the mother sitting on her
porch.... When parents and teachers and churches struggle to
teach the values of honesty anq hard work -- and find themselves
up against the fast-money lure‘of the drug trade.

But our children can live and learn in peace. Urban
communities can thrive again. That's why we've got to combat
drug Qiolence. That's why we3§e got to eliminate fear. That's
why we've got to create a climate of hope.

| The federal government is doing its part -- and we're going
to do more. We've taken forceful action to speed up the eviction
process for drug dealers in America's public housing communities.
And in less than a month, we'll unveil our drug strategy -- our
comprehensive battle plan to wage the long, hard fight against
illegal drugs.

And there's a message I want to send today to all law-
abiding Americans. The war on drugs is a battle that can't
simply be waged from Washington.' When I was in Chicago last
. month, I asked this nation's governors to pass laws in each of

their states that parallel the tough federal stand we've taken
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against illegal drugs. Today, I ask each of you to do the same
at the local level, in‘urban America.

Let's put more police on the streets, tougher laws on the
booké; build the jail cells we need to put drug criminals where
they bélong --behind bars -~ and keeplthem there. Let's not
point the finger or look for scapegoats. Let's enlist every
asset we have, form a united front, and fight this war together.

There are some who say the state of urban America is
hopeless. I say they're ﬁrong. We've got to see past the
stories'on‘the six o'clock news, past the statistics.... We've
.gét to see the potential for progress -- we've got to see the
face of hope ih our inner cities.

Now, I'm not afraid to say we've got hard work ahead of us -
- that we've got to wage war on poverty, wage war on despair,
wage war on the hopelessness that robs us of our future.

And I want to tell all of you here today: I'm not going to
rest until I know that I've done everything in my power to ensure
that we succeed -- that every child in our inner cities ﬁas a
shot at a good job.... That every kid stays in school -- gets a
quality education.... Lives»in'decent housing -- in a
neighborhood free of drugs, fear and violence.

I can't do it_alone. None of ﬁs can. We've got to work
together.} I know we will -- and I know why. |

John, you know why. Jack, you know why. Everyone here
today knows why.

Because it's the right thing to do.
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Thank you. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON -

August 4, 1989

INFORMATION

'MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST

FROM:

DANIEL MCGROARTY DAJ%

SUBJECT: NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE SPEECH

I‘.

II.

SUMMARY

On Tuesday, August 8, at 1:00 p.m., you will: address the
National Urban League Annual Conference at the Convention

‘Center here in Washington, D.C. About 3500 people will be

in the audience.

You will be introduced by Dr. Bernard Watson, Senior Vice
Chairman of the National Urban League. John E. Jacob,
President of the Urban League, will be there, as well as
Secretary Kemp.

DISCUSSION

The speech centers on three themes: - equal opportunlty,
urban growth and economic revival; and the fight against
drugs and crime. We also discuss the 1mportance of
education in making all three possible.

The overall theme of the speech is that we need to stop
bemoaning the "hopeless" state of urban America, and start

- focusing on the opportunltles and potentlal that is there.

We suggest at the close of the speech that you turn to John
Jacob and Jack Kemp as you speak.



McGroarty/Dooley
August 4, 1989
4:30 pm

[URBAN]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
' WASHINGTON, D.C.
AUGUST 8, 1989
1:00 P.M.

Thank you. '[Introductory acknowledgements. John Jacob,
President, otherAUrban League leaders, Secretary Kemp.] '

I want to speak to you today about_the state of urban
America -- about the future I see:fer American cities, and for
‘the many millions of Ameficans who make them their home.

-In many respects, urban America dffers'a.bleak picture 6-1
an inner city inACrisis, There is too much,c:ime, too mﬁch_
crack. Too many drop oﬁts, too much despaif. Too’liﬁtle
economic opportunity, too little advancement. Too little hope.

But there'svsomethiﬁg else that's true about our inner
cities --'SOmethingAWe can't oﬁerlook, somethiné the Urban League
has worked tirelessly to strengthen. And that'e a core community
that is simply too strong to succﬁmb; - A commuhity where there is,
too much faith, too much prlde, too strong a sense of famlly not
to flght back -- whatever their challenge, whatever the odds.

But the challenge for urban America is a challenge for all

of America. It's a challenge for my Administration -- it's a
challenge every American must embrace.
The condition of our inner cities isn't a matter of charts

and gfaphs.and cold statistics.... It's more than an exercise in
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sociology or public policy. It's a questiéh of'hoﬁ peoélellive-
‘?heir 11655 -- a question of human dignity.

And it's a challenge I take to. heart. . Your‘prob;ems areimy
problems. [Pause] .Your'ﬁopes - the h§pes all Americans hold |
déar; rodaj, I offer you'my.hahd. I offer you my wbrd.-
Togéfher, we will make America opén and equal to all.-[Pause]

Together, we will find a way to stop the decline in our
inner cities -- to restore hope,-and-make the 90's a decade of
urban renaissande., |

Whether we succeed depends on how well we meet three key
tests. First,Awe must strike down barriers to advancement and
opportunify‘for American minorities -- and strike them down for-
good. [Pause] Second, wé must create conditions for urban
growth and economic révival -- conditions that leave no one
behind. [Pause] And finally,'we must secure the‘most
fundamental rigﬂt of all -- the fightJof young én& old alike of
any race to walk aﬁy streets without fear. [Pause]

'Lét me start with equal opportunity. Not jusf in urban
America, but across this nation, wé mu;t qontinue'the crusade fbr
equality. [Pause] |

Just over a week ago, a collection of sbholars released a
moriumental study called A Common Destiny: Blacks and American
. Society. It offers detailed evidenée of the progress our nation
-;has made in the past 50 yeafs-ih living up to American idealé.

But the study makes clear that our work is far from over. The
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ugreat gulf" betwéen-black and white Amefica has narrowed. But
it has not cloéed. | |
Closing that qulf -- eliminating it for all time --.is the
next chapter we must write in the unfolding history - the
unfinished history -- of ¢1v1l‘r1ghts._

- And that chapter will bevwritteh. ‘Because today -- as in
the past -- advancing the cause of equél riéhts is in keeping-
with America's highest—idgais} It is the right thing to.do.

| Tﬁink back to 1954, the Court's decision in favor of Linda
Brown.... A year later,_anpther»decision: Rosa Parks' refusal
. to go to the back of the bus. The 19605‘] the passége of the

Civil Rights Act the Voting. Rights Act, Fair Hou51ng. |
- In thlS decade, the elevation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
to a place‘of honor among our American heroes. It was the right
thing to do. |

-And today -- when our challenge is securing trﬁe equality
for every American -- once again, wé will succeed, because it is
the right thing to do. ‘

Discriminatioﬁ'still exists. Race hate -- born of ignorance
and inhumanity -- still exists. The day'ofithe poil takvis over,
the day of Jim Crow is_gone;... Today; bigotry and bias may take.
~ more subtle forms. But they persist -- and as long as they do,
our work is not over.

Before I go on -- I want to make sure everyone in this room
knows just where I stand -- just where my Administration stands.

My Administration is committed to reaching out to minorities, to
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striking down barriers to free and open access. We will not
tolerate discrimination, bigotry or bias of any kind -- period.
[ [Pause]]
Now -- we've all spent a lot of time over the past two
decades debating the best means for ending unequal treatment.
We've argued -- society's argued -- about affirmative action,

about quotas, goals and timetables, about set-asides and 8-A

firms. - /L % - ‘f?/‘ \ \\‘ - ,il A !1" ,«‘7
AYRESE TR T oD
Well, while society's been debating/-- society's/%een
changing. The economy's been changing. Our world -- the world
our children will inherit -- is changing.
Part of the change is the progress we have made -- hard-

fought changes in which the Urban League can take pride. Part of
the change is simply a matter of the dynamics at work in our
world.

Take the economy. We're used to thinking of unemployment as
a case of too many people, and too few jobs -- a game of musical
chairs. All too often it is minorities left standing when the
music stops. In the 1990s -- into the next century -- our
problem will be the just the opposite: More than enough jobs --
and too few people qualified to fill them.

The last of the Baby Boom generation are in their thirties.
There's been a slowdown in the number of new workers entering our
economy, which will continue into the 1990s. New workers will be
in demand -- and the simple fact is that 8 of every 10 new

workers will be women, minorities, or immigrants.
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Think about what that means. For every chiid growingAup

todéy - blaci-or ﬁhite, urban o?'rural -=- there will be a job’
waitingl [ [Pause]] '

| ' The question =-- our challenge -- is whether they willhhavé

the education and the skills they need to seize that opportunity.

That's the new'frontier for:ciQil rights. . | . _

Opportunity means education. The jobs.open to the 21st
Century worker will require higher skills. Never has education
‘.been more important than for the next generation -= for the first
grader who is a member of the high school class pf'zbo;.

Tﬁe packagé of edﬁcation initiatives I sent to Congress this
spring will make a difference -- for urbén'America -- and for
American miﬁpfities. - o

I've cailed oh Congress to provide a $250 million dollgr
increase in funds for Head Start -- a key program in getting
disadvéntaged children ready for'school{ And back in‘Abril, I
Asiéned an executive order that wil;'strengthen'our nation's.
Historically Black Colleges and Universities -- and expand
opporfunities for their students and graduates.

In many urban schools, the key is creating a sound learning
environment: one that keeps drob-outs in -- and keeps drugs out.
That's wﬁle've called for the creation of Urban Emergency
Grants,-to help élean up schools hit hardest by the drug scourge.

Education is the way to turn dreams into rea;ity. And even

in the inner city, every kid has a dream.
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And opportdnit& means job training -- building the
employﬁent skills and basic.literaéy‘ability everyone needs to:.
gef and_keep a job. For six years now, the Job Training
Partneftship program has been equippihg disadvantaged youthAtq
enter. the wbrkforce -- and sta;t that climb up put of the poverty
trap. JTPA works. The proof is its 68% success rate -- and
we're working to make the program even stronger. Last month we
: .intréduced amendments to the JTPA to target it more tighﬁly_on
at-risk youth -- kids with the most urgent need for joﬁ training.

But growth creatés jobs -- and the future 6f ufban America
depends on briﬂging growth to our inner cities. One
enfrepreneufial answer to inner city povefty is enterprise zones.

Enterpfise zones can be a sdﬁrce of ﬁobs, growth, and
advancement. And the payoff isn't'simply economic. When you
create jobs - you create hope.'

We've debated the idea of'enterprise zones lphg enough.

" I've asked Congress to create at 1eas£ 50 enterérise zones
between now and 1993. And.nbw.it's time for action. [Pause]

But enterprise zones are meaningless if we don't créatg
économiq incentives for ufbah'éxpansion. That's why I've also
called on Congress to:enact changes in the tax code that will
" make enterpriSe zones magnets for capital and job.creation.

I'm talking about iﬁcentives to incfease_investmeht -- to
open a flow of "seed capital" into urban areas. If we're going
to make inner cities attractive:to new capifal; individuals who

invest in enterprise zones should get an immediate tax savings.
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And we've also got to reward risk taking. I've proposed a
zero capital gains rate for eligible business investments in
enterprise zones. That should be a powerful incentive for
outside investors, and a rate of return fitting for urban
entrepreneurs.

And I'm talking about incentives for working people. We
want to establish a refundable wage credit for low-income
employees in enterprise zones. In many cases, this credit will
cut the taxes of low-income workers to zero. And for some low-
income families who already owe little in taxes, a refundable
credit will not only take them off the federal income tax rolls -
- it will put money in their pockets.

Opportunity, education, advancement, equality. Each is
essential. But we can't talk about the future we want to see for
urban America without talking about the number one threat in our
inner cities today: illegal drugs. You know the simple truth:
Our inner cities cannot become centers of opportunity as long as
they are battle zones in a drug war.

A little over a week ago, HHS Secretary Louis Sullivan
released the newest statistics on illegal drug use in America.
The statistics show two trends: one positive, one profoundly
disturbing. Overall use of cocaine has declined by almost half -
- testimony to the years of dedication and hard work of parents,
educators, religious and community leaders, all determined to end
this plague. But our greatest challenge is yet to come.

G ) an (\‘
Frequent cocaine use has\élmost ho&bled. That means while our
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message is getting across to the casual user,_hard-core.drugs -
drugs like crack cocaine -- are tightenihg their grip.. |

That's grim ﬁews,_becaQSe crack, cfimeland viqlencelare an
unholy_tfinity in our inner cities. And urban communities suffer
most; When the crack houée is on your blbck.... When the stray
bullet from a drug-war shbot—out kills the ﬁbther sitting on her
’porch.... When parents aﬁd teachers and chufches sfruggle to
teach the values of honesty and hard work -- and find themselVes 
up against thg fast-money lure of the drug tradé.

But 6ur children can live and learnfin'peace. Urﬁan
communities can thriﬁe again. .Thﬁt's why we've got to combat
drug violence. -That'é why we'vg got to éliminéte fear. That's
_why we've got to create a climate of hope.

The federal ébvérﬁment is doing ifs part -- and we're going
to do more. We've taken forceful acﬁion.to'speed up the eviction
process for drug dealers in America's public housing communities.
And in less than a month, we'll unveilhouf'drug strategy -- our
comprehensive battle plan to wage the long, hard fight against
illegal drugs. |

And-there's a message I want to send today to‘a;l-law-
abiding Americans. The war on‘dfugs is a battle that can't
simply be waged-from Washingtoh;"When I was in Chicago last’
month, I asked this-nation's'goverpofs to pass laws in each of
their states that parallel the tough fedéral.stand we've.takeﬁ'
against illegal drugs; Todéy,,i ask each of you to do the same

at the local level, in urban América.
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Let's_put more police on the streets, tougher laws on the
books, build thé jail cells we need to put drug criminals where
they belong --behind bars -- and keep them there,_ Let's not .
point the fingé: or look for scgpegpats; Let's enlist every
asset we havé, form a united front, and fight this war together.

There are some who say the state of urban America is
hopeiéssi ;_éay‘they're wrdng; We've got to see past the
stories on the six o'élock news, past the statistics.... We've
'gdt to see the potgntial for progress - we've got to séé the
face of hope in our inner cities.

Now, I'm not afraid to saY_we've got hard work ahead of us -
~ = that we!ve got to wage war én poverty, wage war on despéir,
wage war on the hopelessness that robs us of our future.

And I want to tell all of you here‘today::‘I'm not going to
rest until I know that I've done‘eﬁerything in my power to ensure
that we suéceed - that every child in our inner cities has a
shot at a good job.... That every kid stays in school -- gets a
quality education.... Lives in decent hbusing -- in a
-neighbérhood free of drugs,-fear and violencé. |

I can't do it alone. None of us can. We've got to work
together. I'knbﬁ we will -- and I know why.

John, you know why. Jack, you know why. Everyone here
today knows why.

| Because it's the right £hing to do.
Thank &ou.- God bless you. And God bless_the United States

of America. -



McGroarty/Dooley
August 4, 1989
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[URBAN]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.
AUGUST 8, 1989
1:00 P.M.

Thank you. [Introductory acknowledgements. John Jacobs,
President, other Urban League leaders, Secretary Kemp (7)) =]

I want to speak to you today about the state of urban
America -- about the future I see for American cities, and for
the many millions of Americans who make them their home.

In many respects, urban America offers a bleak picture --
an inner city in crisis. There is too much crime, too much
crack. Too many drop outs, too much despair. Too little
economic opportunity, too little advancement. Too little hope.

But there's something else that's true about our inner

cities -- something we can't overlook, something the Urban League

has worked tirelessly to strengthen. And that's a core community

that is simply too strong to succumb. A community where there is
too much faith, too much pride, too strong a sense of family not

to fight back and win -- whatever their challenge, whatever the

odds.

But the challenge for urban America is a challenge for al

of America. It's a challenge for my Administration -- it's a

challenge every American must embrace.
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The condition of our inner cities isn't a matter of charts
and graphs and cold statistics.... It's more than an exercise in
sociology or public policy. 1It's a question of how people live
their lives ~-- a question of human dignity.

And it's a challenge I take to heart. Your problems are my
problems. Your hopes -- the hopes all Americans hold dear.
Today, I offer you my hand. I offer you my word. Together, we
will make America open and equal to all.

Together, we will find a way to stop the decline in our
inner cities -- to restore hope, and make the 90's a decade of
urban renaissance.

Whether we succeed depends on how well we meet three key
tests. First, we must strike down barriers to advancement and
opportunity for American minorities. Second, we must create
conditions for urban growth and economic revival. And finally,
we must secure the most fundamental right of all -- the right of
young and old alike of any race to walk city streets without
fear.

Let me start with equal opportunity. Not just in urban
America, but across this nation, we must continue the crusade for
equal rights.

Just a few weéks ago, a collection of scholars released a

monumental study called Blacks and American Society. It offers

detailed evidence of the progress our nation has made in the past

50 years in living up to American ideals. But the study makes
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clear that our work isn't over. The "great gulf" between black

and white America has narrowed. It has not closed.

Closing that gulf -- eliminating it for all time -- is the
next chapter we must write in the unfolding history -- the
unfinished history -- of civil rights.

And that chapter will be written. Because today -- as in
the past -- advancing the cause of equal rights is in keeping

with America's highest ideals. It is the right thing to do.

Think back to 1954, the Court's decision in favor of Linda
Brown.... A year later, another decision: Rosa Parks' refusal
to go to the back of the bus. It was the right thing to do.

1964: the passage of the Civil Rights Act. Four years
later, Fair Housing. It was the right thing to do.

In this decade, the elevation of Martin Luther King to a
place of honor among our American heroes. It was the right thing
to do.

And today -- when our challenge is securing true equality

for every American -- once again, we will succeed, because it is

the right thing to do.

And there's work to be done. Discrimination still exists.
Race hate =-- born of ignorance and inhumanity -- still exists.
The day of the poll tax is over, the day of Jim Crow is gone....

Today, bigotry and bias may take more subtle forms. But they

persist -- and as long as they do, our work is not over.
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Let me be clear. This Administration is committed to
reaching out to minorities, to striking down barriers to free and

open access. We will not tolerate discrimination, bigotry or

bias of any kind. [[Pause]]

We've all spent a lot of time?g;e past two decades debating
the best means for ending unequal treatment. We've argued -- for
and against affirmative action.... For and against quotas.

Well, while we've been debating -- society's been changing.
The economy's been changing. Our world -- the world our children
will inherit -- is changing.

Part of it is the progress we have made -- hard-fought

changes in which the Urban League can take pride. Part of it is

simply a matter of different dynamics -- of the<§§g§%g2£kéhané§

that takeﬁ“place in our country and the world beyond.

! . .

22 f S 1

Take the economy. [ We're used to thinking of too many

people, and not enough jobs)—- a game of musical chairs, where

—

all too often it is minorities left standing when the music

stops. In the 1990s -- into the next century -- our problem will

be the just the opposite: An abundance of jobs -- and too few

people to £ill them.

We're approaching a labor shortage -- a slowdown in the

xﬁé;:

number of new workers entering our economy. New workers will be

. oS er A7

in demand -- and the simple fact is that 8 of every 10 new
workers will be women, minorities, or immigrants.

Think about what that means. For every black child growing

up today -- there will be a job waiting. [[Pause]] The question
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-= our challenge -- is whether they will have the education and
the skills they need to seize the opportunities open to them.

That's the new frontier for equal rights. Expanding
advancement and opportunity. Helping the disadvantaged get a
hand-hold on their future. Helping all of our children get ready
for the opportunities open to them.

And opportunity means education. The bill I sent to
Congress this spring will make a difference for urban America --
and for American minorities.

I've called on Congress to increase funds for Head Start,
and to Historically Black Colleges and Universities. In many
urban schools, the key is creating a sound learning environment:
one that keeps the drop-outs in -- and keeps the drugs out.
That's why I've called for the creation of Urban Emergency
Grants, to help schools hit hardest by the drug scourge.

[(Job training....]

All our kids have their eye on their dreans. Education is a

means of turning those dreams into reality.

The future of urban America depends on bringing growth to
our inner cities. And there is an entrepreneurial answer to
inner city poverty. I'm talking about enterprise zones.

Enterprise zones can be a source of jobs, growth and

advancement. And the payoff isn't simply economic. When you

Create jobs =-- you create hope.
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We've debated the idea of enterprise zones long enough.
It's time for action. I'm asking Congress to create 50
enterprise zones between now and 1993. But enterprise zones are
meaningless if we don't create economic incentives for urban
expansion. That's why I've called on Congress to enact changes
in the tax code that will make enterprise zones magnets for
capital and job creation.

I'm talking about incentives for working people. We want to
establish a fefundable wage credit for low-income employees in
enterprise zones. In many cases, this credit will cut the taxes
of low-income workers to zero. And for some low-income families
who already owe little in taxes, a refundable credit will not
only take them off the tax rolls -- it will put money in their
pocketé. That will make a real difference in the lives of
working men and women in our inner cities.

But in order to make enterprise zones a magnet for economic
growth, we've got to encourage investment. If we're going to
make inner cities attractive to new capital, individuals who
invest in enterprise zones should get an immediate tax savings.

And we've also got to reward economic success. I've
proposed a zero capital gains rate for businesses in enterprise
zones. That should be a powerful incentive for outside
investoré, and a fitting reward for urban'entrepreneurs.

All together, that's a package of tax incentives worth

nearly $1.8 billion dollars over four Years. That will start in
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motion an economic renaissance that will bring jobs and growth to

our inner cities, to the people who need them most.

Opportunity, educétion, advancement, equal rights. Each is
essential. But we can't talk about the future we want to see for
urban America without talking about the number one threat in our
inner cities today: iilegal drugs. You know the éimple truth:
our inner cities cannot become oases of opportunity as long as
they are battle zones in a drug war run out of control.

A little over a week ago, Dr. Louis Sullivan released the
newest statistics on illegal drug use in America. The statistics
show two trends: one positive, one profoundly disturbing.
Overall use of cocaine is down 37% -- but cases of cocaine
addiction are up one third. That means while our message is
getting across to the casual user, hard-core drugs -- drugs like
crack cocaine -- are tightening their grip.

That's grim news, because crack, crime and violence are an
unholy trinity in our inner cities. And urban communities suffer
most. When the crack house is on your block.... When the stray
bullet from a drug-war shoot-out kills theAmother sitting on her
porch.... When parents and teachers and churches struggle to
teach the values of honesty and hard work -- and gind themselves
up against the fast-money lure of the drug trade.

We've got to combat that violence. We've got to eliminate

that fear. We've got to create a climate of hope -- so that our
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children can live and learn in peace, so that urban communities
can thrive again.

The federal government is doing its part -- and we're going
to do more. In less than a month, we'll unveil our drug strategy
—= our comprehensive battle plan to wage the long, hard fight
against illegal drugs.

And we've already sent to Congress a comprehensive crime
package that sends a clear message to criminals:

If you commit a crime -- you will be caught.

When you're caught =-- you will be prosecuted;

If you're convicted -- you will do time.

And there's a message I want to send today to all law-
abiding Americans. The war on drugs is a battle that can't
simply be waged from Washington. That is why urban leaders must
demand that states and local governments fully fund anti-drug and
anti-crime efforts. Put more police on the streets, tougher laws
on the books, build the jail cells we need to put drug criminals
where they belohg --behind bars -- and keep them there. Let's
not point the finger or look for scapegoats. Let's enlist every

asset we have, form a united front, and fight this war together.

There are some who say the state of urban America is
hopeless. I say they're wrong. We've got to see past the
stories on the six o'clock news, past the statistics.... We've

got to see the inner city heroes who are keeping communities
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alive -- who are carving out a better future in urban America,
and they're doing it today.

People like Lena Jackson, a tenant in a Cleveland housing
project where drug deélers caused residents to live in fear.
Lena led a crusade to have management responsibilities turned
over to residents, and drove the drug dealers out. Before the
tenants took control, they used to call crime-ridden Lakeview
Terrace Estates "Saigon." Today there's a 3000 person waiting
list for housing units there.

People like Mattie Pitts, whose husband and son served on
the Miami police force, and who now heads Miami's Citizens Crime
Watch; Mattie spends 14 and 15 hours a day on the streets and in
the schools of Miami's north side -- an area devastated by riots
less than a decade ago. She's helping a neighborhood reverse
course -- rebuild -- and work its way back.

Everyday heroes like Eric Holoman, an urban entrepreneur in
Los Angeles, owner of a string of fast food restaurants. Eric's
growing business is giving 170 employees from disadvantaged areas
== as he puts it -- "an opportunity to move from the working
class to the middle class." All this -- and he's not even 30
years old.

Lena Jackson, Mattie Pitts and Eric Holoman are just three
of the thousands of people making life better in urban America.
Let's look to them -- for answers, and for the inspiration we

need to create a promising, prosperous future for all Americans

and every American city.
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Thank you. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 3, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A4/

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: National Urban League

I hope the following comments are helpful with respect to
the President’s speech to the National Urban League.

1. On page 1, in the paragraph that begins "But there’s E//
something...", I would expand the language of the sentence tha
begins "A community where..." to include a concept such as
dignity or pride.

2. On page 2, in the fourth full paragraph I would,use the
word "equality" rather than "equal rights", because ofj)/the
latter’s association with the issue of sex discrimination.

3. Talking about affirmative action quotas is tricky. On
page 3, the President states that he fundamentally opposes
quotas. On page 4 he applauds a federal set-aside png&am
which reserves 10% of all interstate highway construction
contracts for minority-owned businesses, which is clearly a
quota program. These two policy positions are inconsistent.

4. On page 4, the last line seems to suggest that owning
or managing housing projects is a way out of poverty. Although
it may improve housing conditions, the causal connection to
improved economic status seems weak, if it exists at all.

5. 1Insert after "Historically Black Colleges and

(/ Universities":

\ On April 28, I signed an Executive Order on these
X historic institutions which puts forth initiatives
\ to strengthen them...and expand opportunities for
\_,, _~ their students and graduates.

6.

On page 5, in the paragraph that begins "The future of
urban America...", the implication is that enterprise zqﬂgs are
the answer to inner city poverty rather than an important part
of the answer to inner city poverty.
/

7. On page 6, in the last paragraph, the /phrase "equal
rights" is used again and may cause confusion” if quoted
independently.



8. On page 7, line 1, the word "oasis" should be changed
to a word such as "harbors". The term "oasis" suggests that
inner cities will be the exclusive areas of opportunity to the
exclusion of other areas of the country.

9. Substitute for "Overall use of cocaine is down 37%...":

Overall use of illegal drugs is down 37%. This is
testimony to the years of dedication and hard work by
parents, educators, religious and community |
leaders...all of you determined to end this plague. \F
But our hardest work is yet to come. The number of
people addicted to cocaine is up one-third.

That’s grim news...

10. On page 7, in the first sentence of the second full
paragraph, it may be appropriate to find a substitute for the
expression "unholy trinity".

I also recommend inserting a passage emphasizing
opening frontiers of opportunity that is attached. This
language could be included at page 3.
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A [Attachment]
* We need to open new frontiesrs of opportunity. I say to you

that the greatest barrier to the advancement of minorities in
this country are the rules thér say who 1is qualified to do'a job.
Too many of them are irrelevant The only qualification should
be, can this individual do the iob? If this and only this can be
made the standard, then I tell you, the dam will be broken and

the aspirations of minorities ~an flow on to realization.

That's why I am calling for nlternative certification for
teachers. In almost all the States of the union a prospective
teacher must study education in ~rder to qualify for a teaching
position in the public schools Those who do not take the right
college courses are excluded from the teaching profession. Too
many of those who are excluded are qualified minorities. I want

to take down this barrier. My Administration supports using

(more)
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alternative criteria for certifyina teachers. Those who can
teach should teach.

Consider another case, that ~f an individual who is dear to
me: Connie Newman started her gorarnment career as a GS3 clerk
typist at the Department of Agricuitnure. Since then the range of
responsibilities she has shown that she is fit for most any job.
I was proud to nominate her to be NDivector of the Office of
Personnel ﬁanagment, the director ~f personnel for our _ million
employee federal government. Yet bhacause she doesn’t have the
credentials that have been established, she can’t

I want credential requiremements that keep qualified

- minorities from jobs and economic advancement to come tumbling

down like the walls of Jericho. The federal government can be a
model. I want Connie to sound the trumpet to make those walls
come'tumbling dowrni. We will study all the requirements for
federa; jobs and ask ourselves; does this requirement hold away
qualified people? How can performance -~- the demonstréted
ability to do the job -- substitute for requirements like

certifications and exams?
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm.
122, x2930, no later than 2:00 PM, Thursday, August 3, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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1 L (URBAN]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.
AUGUST 8, 1989
1:00 P.M.?

Thank you. [Introductory acknowledgements, Urban League
leaders, Secretary Kemp(?).]

I want to speak to you today about the séate of urban
America -- about the future I see for American cities, and for
the many millions of Americans who make them their home.

In many respects, urban America offers a bleak picture --
an inner city in crisis. There is too much crime, too much
crack. Too many drop outs, too much despair. Too little
economic opportunity, too little advancement. Too little hope.

But there's something else that's true about our inner
cities -- something we can't overlook. And that's a core
community that is simply too strong to succumb. A community

“+oomuch prilte,
where there is too much faithc4too strong a sense of family not
to fight back and win -- whatever their challenge, whatever the

odds.

But the challenge for urban America is a challenge for all

of America. It's a challenge for my Administration -- it's a
challenge every American must embrace.
The condition of our inner cities isn't a matter of charts

and graphs and cold statistics.... It's more than an exercise in
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sociology or public policy. 1It's a question of how people live
their lives -- a question of human dignity.

And it's a challenge I take to heart. Your problems are my
problems. Your hopes -- the hopes all Americans hold dear.
Today, I offer you my hand. I offer you my word. Together, we
will make America open and equal to all.

Together, we will find a way to stop the decline in our
inner cities -- to restore hope, and make the 90's a decade of
urban renaissance.

Whether we succeed depends on how well we meet three key
tests. First, we must strike down barriers to advancement and
opportunity for American minorities. Second, we must create
conditions for urban growth and economic revival. And finally,
we must secure the most fundamental right of all -- the right of
young and old alike of any race to walk city streets without
fear.

Let me start with equal opportunity. Not just in urban

America, but across this nation, we must continue the crusade for

equal -rights.
Just a few weeks ago, a colliction of scholars released a
ong
monumental study called Blacks imn-American Society. It offers

detailed evidence of the progress our nation has made in the past

50 years in living up to American ideals. But the study makes
15 Cor Crovers
clear that our work—isn't over. The "great gulf" between black
Tut
and white America has narrowed.‘lrf has not closed.
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Closing that gulf -- eliminating it for all time -- is the
next chapter we must write in the unfolding history =-- the
unfinished history -- of civil rights.

And that chapter will be written. Because today -- as in ‘

Ui v motbug camg/1ca td_ aforet b Simplypout, ! &

the past -- advancing the cause of civil rights. is the right
thing to do.

Think back to 1954, the Court's decision in favor of Linda
Brown.... A year later, another decision: Rosa Parks' refusal
to go to the back of the bus. It was the right thing to do.

1964: the passage of the Civil Rights Act. : Four years
later, Fair Housing. It was the right thing to do.

In this decade, the elevation ofbgértin Luther Kin% 26 a
place of honor among our American heroes. It was the right thing
to do.

And today -- when our challenge is securing true equality

for every American -- once again, we will succeed, because it is

the right thing to do.

Let me be clear. This Administration will not tolerate
discrimination, bigotry or bias of any kind. [[Pause]] We mean
to reach out to minorities, to strike down barriers to free and
open access. And I want to tell you today: we're not throwing
away affirmative action as a remedy. [[Pause]]

All of you know that I oppose quotas. There's something
fundamentally wrong about a solution -- that with the best of

intentions -- in the name of erasing past injustices and the

Vo 2 L &
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stigma of race, awards jobs, promotions and educational
opportunities on the basis of race. I am convinced that quotas
are counter-productive. They promise to perpetuate the very same
set of attitudes that are the opposite of all that "equal rights"
stands for.

But there are ways to put the force of law behind
affirmative action -- and my Administration is committed to doing
just that. Take a look at the Carpenter case. The Department of
Justice is defending a federal set-aside program, one that
reserves 10% of all interstate highway construction contracts for
minority-owned businesses. It's a sound plan -- fair and
flexible -- that assists disadvantaged minority businesses, that
remedies real injustices. And it's proof that affirmative action
is not at risk. It remains a tool for positive change.

Beyond the courts, the new frontier for equal rights is
expanding advancement and opportunity -- helping the
disadvantaged get a hand-hold on their future.

Take low-income housing. Wg}ée working to expand resident |
' management -- and resident owngf;hip. The aim: to give tenants

a-sense of contrel-—= a stakelin their community, and something

Chce 02?0
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And it's working. Here in Washingtom,. and in cities across

more: a shot at the American Dream.

America, more and more public hous;ng residents are travelling

the road from tenant to manager té owner. That's a path out of '

the poverty trap -- and we've got to keep it open. '
w_/
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Opportunity a¥se-means education. The bill I sent to
Congress this spring will make a difference for urban America --
and for American minorities. I've called on Congress to increase |
funds for Head Start, and to Historically Black Colleges and @ﬁﬁﬁ%“
Universities;»bin many urban schools, the key is creating a sound(K
learning environment: one that keeps the drop-outs in -- and
keeps the drugs out. That's why I've called for the creation of
Urban Emergency Grants, to help schools hit hardest by the drug
scourge.

All our kids have their eye on their dreams. Education is a

means of turning those dreams into reality.

The future of urban America depends on bringing growth to
: = 4

our inner cities. And there is an entrepreneurial answer to _
, _ . , A
inner city poverty. I'm talking about enterprise zones. .}uygw”ﬁ/
Enterprise zones can be a source of jobs, growth and
advancement. And the payoff isn't simply economic. When you
create jobs -- you create hope.
We've debated the idea of enterprise zones long enough.
" /44—4/9
It's time for action. I'm asking Congress to creaéﬁfgﬁ“—’
enterprise zones between now and 1993. But enterprise zones are
meaningless if we don't create economic incentives for urban
. &/l/\) 0/,/
expansion. That's why I'véycﬁiled on Congress to enact changes

in the tax code that will make enterprise zones magnets for

capital and job creation.
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I'm talking about incentives for working people. We want to

establish a refundable wage credit for low-income employees in

enterprise zones. In many cases, this credit will cut the taxes

o{)low-income workers to gero. And for some low-income families
ho already owe little-in taxes, a refundable credit will not
/ QMI mcem e

only take them off the,tax rolls -- it will put money in their
\  pockets. That will make a real difference in the lives of

\\yorking men and. women in our inner cities.

(\\\ But/in ordex to make enterprise zones a magnet for economic
} \\ //
ﬂ gronh@ we've got to encourage investment. If we're going to

\ /

lmak
\
p ‘inyest in enterprise zones should get an immediate tax savings.
— T~
’ g And we've also got to reward economic success. I've

inner cities attractive to new capital, individuals w