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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release July 27, 1989

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA

Room 450
0l1d Executive Office Building

11:09 A.M. EDT

: THE PRESIDENT: I want to apologize for keeping you
waiting. I'm blaming your six national officers. (Laughter.)
Putting the blame squarely on them. It doesn't deserve to be there,
but they gave me a warm greeting outside on your behalf -- a lovely
plaque that I will treasure, and I see them here and I want to say
thank you publicly. -

I want to salute my two able assistants and friends.up
here on the platform, both of whom are not only experts in
agriculture, but both of whom are shaping the destiny of our country
in terms of agricultural policy. Cooper Evans, a former member of
the United States Congress, son of Iowa =-- former Congressman from
Iowa here in the White House on ag policy. And then Fred McClure,
whom I'll refer to in a bit, but whose job is working with Congress
as we try to move certain kinds of legislation through the Congress
itself.

But I'm just delighted to welcome you to the White House.
Thirty years ago this very week, President Eisenhower told the FFA,
"I always get a kick out of meeting with a bunch of young people."
Well, today, with apologies to Cole Porter, let me say, "I get a kick
out of you." And I'm delighted you're here, and I remember the warm
hospitality a year ago at Kansas City -- modest turnout of about
24,000, but nevertheless -- (laughter.)

I'm delighted to see Tony and Larry once again, to be
among so many new friends =-- no longer just the Future Farmers of
America, as impressive as that is; now also the Future leaders of
America.

) And two days ago -- I guess it was -- did you talk two
days -- two days ago =- I want to be sure of my facts -- Fred
McClure, who handles, as I say, congressional liaison, talked to you
all. Perhaps he didn't sing his own praises as a former national
secretary and head of the Texas FFA.

Like all Texans, he loves our state's memorable phrases.
You know what we call catfish? "Tourist trout." (Laughter.) BAnd we
don't refer to animals as animals. The saying goes, they're
critters, if they're not friendly -- if they are friendly, and they
are varmints, if they're not. (Laughter.) . And on and on it goes.

But whether you're from Texas or not, we know what to
call the FFA. We call it America at her best; America at her most
generous. An America embodied by the your motto: Learning to do,
doing to learn; earning to live, and then living to serve. And these
guys were telling me, in a nice presentation of this plaque, the
emphasis on service. And I think it is appropriate, whether you're
in FFA or whether you're President of the United States of America.

And last month I announced what we call a "points of
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light initiative," which asks every American to bring this service
into every corner of our country. And today, I want to renew that
challenge. And I know that you will meet it. For since 1926, FFA
has done much and served many. And you have been a point of light.
And today, you're still shining -- all 50 states, nearly 8,000
chapters, more than 400,000 members.

And you serve through faith -- faith in God, strength of
character, and through the belief in family, which makes us whole.
And you know that what we are matters more than what we have.
Working with your minds -- your hands -- as farmers and as Americans.

And now, I know you like to spread the credit around.
After all, that's rural America's way -- modest and understated. And
I'm reminded of how a noted comedian once bought a chicken farm. A

friend was astonished. "Do you know anything about breeding
chickens?", he asked. "No," the comedian replied, "but the chickens
do." (Laughter and applause.) And the thing is =-- I'm going to

divert from my text to tell you one of President Reagan's favorite
stories about the guy driving down about 50 miles an hour down' the
highway. -

And he sees a chicken run by the car, speeding on past
him. "My golly," he said, "that chicken looked like it had three
legs." So he pulled into the =-- schreeched -- the chicken dashed
into the farm and the guy schreeched on the brakes, turned into the
farm; said to the farmer, "I thought I saw a three-legged chicken run
by my car a minute ago." And the farmer said, "Well, yeah, we breed
three-legged chickens. You see, there's me, my wife, and our kid

here,” and we all like drumsticks. And it's wonderful." (Laughter.)
He said, "Well, how do they taste?" He said, "Well, I don't know.
I've never been able to catch him." (Laughter.)

But anyway, where were we? No, but seriously, the credit
does belong to you and to your parents-- this family matters. Two
years ago -- it was two years. I thought it was just last year, the
Kansas City convention -- the theme, "Agriculture's New Spirit." I
do remember that. And today, thanks to the hard work and
self-reliance, now that spirit is still alive and well.

Do you want evidence? Consider that only four years ago,
the Congress passed a pioneering farm bill to help a whole community
in crisis. And yet this year, farm income and agricultural exports
are nearing record highs. Our surpluses of farm commodities have
been drastically reduced and most of our good land has been brought
back into production. And the farm credit situation has greatly
improved over the last decade. )

This progress has occurred while cutting the cost of
federal farm programs in half. For when the farm economy is strong
and government has to pay less, all America benefits. We =-- you --
have told government to tear down the roadblocks of tariffs and trade
barriers. And that the wave of the future lies in competition and
free enterprise.

And given agriculture's commitment to these principles, I
had an opportunity to take that message to the leaders of Western

Europe, our close allies there, just a couple of weeks ago in Paris..

Our task now is to build upon that spirit -- the spirit
of "America can," not "Washington must." And we don't want
governmment to spend more, we want people to earn more. And we must
remember that next year when we write a new farm bill, these
principles must be kept in mind. Ensuring the many good features of
the 1985 act and, at the same time, making what I think we all would
agree are needed improvements.

You knbw[ Will Rogers once said, "A man in the country
does his own thinking -- but you get him into town and he soon will
be thinking second-handed." Well, our new farm bill must be
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even-handed, level-headed. And in response to market forces,
producers must have more flexibility to decide what crops they grow.
And regarding agriculture and the environment, we must see these
concerns as compatible. Both, for example, need clean, safe, and
quality water.

- But-we -ecan't-stop-there.- For we must work to expand:
efforts. And the key to that achievement is the current round of
these GATT talks. And, yes, we want free trade, but we will keep
insisting that it be fair trade. And that's why, like the Walls of
Jericho, these barriers which distort world trade must come tumbling
down. '

Ours =-- as you well know from your studies and real-life
experiences -- ours is a global ecomony now. And America must
compete -- be able to compete. And that means, as our relations
improve, expanding our ties with the Soviet Union -- already the
third-largest customer for U.S. agricultural commodities. And
enlarging our trade with other countries who know and need the
farming genius of America.

At home, the need to compete means developing new crops
and uses for agricultural commodities as raw materials for industry.
And for you, our global economy means there has never been a better
place -- nor more crucial time -- to start a career than in America
today.

I'm sure all of you have read, or been exposed to and
most read in school, Carl Sandburg. He was America's poet laureate
-- a graceful, lyric writer. And he spoke beautifully and movingly
about American agriculture, and about the vast horizons and beauty
that form the heartland of our country.

Once he said simply, "The Republic is a dream. Nothing
happens unless first a dream."

And your dreams are big dreams. And future farmers who
will feed the whole world of tomorrow. Future leaders whose
character and commitment will enrich America's destiny -~ not merely
for your generation, but for all the generations to come.

So I came over here to thank you for coming to
Washington, and may your dreams become a reality. God bless you and
Godspeed to the Future Farmers of America and, most of all, God bless
the United States of America. Thank you all very, very much for
coming. (Applause.)

END 11:20 A.M. EDT
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SUBJECT:  JULY 27 FFA ADDRESS

I. SUMMARY

On Thursday, July 27, at 11:05 A.M., you will address 200 members’ -
of the FFA (formerly, Future Farmers of America) in Room 450. Among .
those attending will be three FFA officials you met when you addressed
_the 1987 FFA Convention in Kansas City -- Tony Hoyt, larry Case, and
Coleman Harris. .

IT. DISCUSSION

The enclosed remarks focus on the FFA's place in rural America, and
how its values embody the best of America. Also discussed are the new
farm bill, and agriculture's role in the global economy. The length of
remarks is 8 minutes. . ' :
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FFA
ROOM 450, OLD EOB
THURSDAY, JULY 27, 1989
11:05 A.M.

Members of the‘FFA, Lédies and Gentlemen.

It is an honor to welcome you to the White House. Thirty
years ago this very week, President Eisenhower told the FFA: "I
.- always get a kick out of meeting with a bunch of young people."

Well, today with apologies to that noted composer COLg
Porter, let me say, as he didg "Ilget a'kick out of you."

First, I want to note that I'm delighted to see my old
friends Tony Hoyt, Larry Case, and Coleman Harris. And to be
among so many new friends: No longer'juét the Future Farmers of
America -- as impressive as that is. Now, also, the Future
Leaders bf America. _

. Two days'ago, you heard froﬁ Fréd MEClure, who's my
Congressional liaison. But more to the point: He once was
" national secretary and head of the Texaé FFA.

And like all Texans, Fred loves our State's memorable
phrases. For instance, you know what we call catfish? "Tourist
trout."” And we don't refer to animals as animals. No sir.- The
saying goes that "They're critters, if they're ffiendly. And

varmints, if they're not."
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Well,.whéther you'fe from Texas or nbt, we know what to call
the FFA; '*ﬁa call it America at her best. America at her most
generouéi -An Aﬁerica embodied by the FFA motto: "Learning to
do, doing,to‘learnsqéarning tovlive} living to serVef"

Last month I announced a "Points of Light Initiative" which
asks every American to bring this service into every corner of
America. Today, I renew that chélienge. And I know that you
will meet it. For since 1926 FFA has ddne>gggh, and served many.

You have been a point of light. And today, you're still shining

-~ all 50 States, nearly 8,000 chapters, more than 400,000
members. '

You serve through faith in God, and strength of character.
And thrdugh_the belief in familyfwﬁich makes us whole. You know
that what we are matters more'than-whafiwe have. Working with
your minds -- your handsA-- as farmers, and as Americané.

Now, I know you like to spread the credit around. After
all, that's rural Ameriéa's wayﬁu Modest and undérstated. I'm
reminded of how a noted cohediah,once.bought a chicken farm. A
friend was astonished. "Do you know anything about breeding
vchickens?“ " he asked. "No," the comedian replied, "but the
chickens do." A | |

But the thing is: The crédit gggé belong to you; And to
your parents. Two years agq,‘I.addressed the FFA convention in
Kansas City. Its theme was "Agricditure's New Spirit." Well,
today, thanks-fovyour hard work, and self-reliance, that épirit

is alive, and well.
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Want evidence? Consider that only four years ago, the
Congress ﬁgésed atpioneering farm bill to help a whole community
in crisisgi-Yet this year, farm income and agricultural exporﬁs
are nearing record highs. Our surpluses of farm commodities have
been drastically reduced. Most of our good land has been brought
back into production. And the farm credit situation has greatly
improved over the last decade.

This progress has occurred while cutting the cost of Federal
farm programs in half. For when the farm economy is strong, and
government has to pay less, all America benefits. We -- igg -
have told government to tear down the roadblocks of tariffs and
trade barriers. And that the wave of the future lies in

competition and free enterprise.

Our task now is to build upon that spirit -- the spirit of

"America-Can," not "Washington-must." We don't want government

to spend more. We want people to earn more. And we must
remember.that next year when we write a new farm bill. Ensuring
the many good féatures of the 1985 Act. And at the same time,
making needed improvements.

You know, the great humorist Will Rogers once said, "A man
in the country does his own thinking -- but you get him intd tdwﬁ
and he soon will be thinking second-handed." [PAUSE]

My friends, our new farm bill must be‘gxgg-handed; And
level-headed. In response to market forces, pfoducers must have
more flexibility to decide what crops to grow. And régarding

agriculture and the environment, we must see their concerns as



>~

4

compatible. .Both, for exémple, need clean, safe, and quality:
water. - _ |

But we can't stop there. For we must work to expand
exports. And the key to that achievement is the current round of
GATT talks. Yes, we Qant';;gg trade. But we also want fair
trade. And that is why, liké fhe walls of Jericho, barriers
which distort'world trade must comé tumbling down.

For ours is a global economy. And America must compete -~
be gglg to compete. That means, aé our relafions improve;

ekpandihg our ties with the Soviet Union -- already the third-

'iaréest customer for U.S. agricultural commodities. . And

enlafging our frade with other countries who know, and need, thé
farming genius of America.

‘At home, the need to combete means developing new crops and
uses for agricultural commodities as raw matgriais for industry.
And for you, our globallecoq9my means the:e has never been a
better place -- nor more crucial time.-- to start a éareer than
America, today. .

I'm sure all of you have read Carl Sandburg. He was
America's poet laureate -- algracefui, lyric writer. He spoke --
beautifully, movingly -- about American agriculture. And about
the vasf horizons and beautyxthat form the heartland of Americé.

Once, he said simply: “Tﬁé Republic is a drean. Nothiné
happens unless first a dream." -

- My friends, your dreams are big dreams. Future Farmers who

; will feed the world of tomorrow. Future Leaders whose character



5
and commitméntjwill enrich America's destiny -- not merely for
your generation, but for all the generations to come.
Thgnk &ou for coming here -- and may your dreams become
reality. God bless you, Godspeed to the FFA, and God bless the

United States of America.
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REMARKS: FFA

ROOM 450, OLD EOB

THURSDAY, JULY 27, 19
11:05 A.M. %

MemMBERS oF THE FFA, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.
| IT IS AN HONOR TO WELCOME YOU TO THE WHITE Houske.
THIR . AC - .
HIRTY YEARS AGO THIS VERY WEEK, PRESIDENT EISENHOWER

TOLD THE FFA: "I ALWAYS GET A KICK OUT OF MEETING WITH
A BUNCH OF YOUNG PEOPLE."

-2 -
WELL, TODAY WITH APOLOGIES TO THAT NOTED COMPOSER CoLe
PORTER, LET ME SAY, AS HE DID: "I GET A KICK OUT OF
You." -

FIrsTt, 1 WANT.TO NOTE THAT I'M DELIGHTED TO SEE
Tony HoyT AND LARRY CASE ONCE AGAIN. AND TO BE AMONG
SO MANY NEW FRIENDS: No LONGER JUST THE FuTURE FARMERS
OF AMERICA ~-- AS IMPRESSIVE AS THAT Is. Now, ALSO,

THE FUTURE LEADERS OF AMERICA.
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TWo DAYS AGO, YOU HEARD FROM FRED MCCLURE, WHO'S MY
CONGRESSIONAL LIAISON. BUT MORE TO THE POINT: HE ONCE
WAS NATIONAL SECQETARY AND HEAD OF THE TExas FFA.

AND LIKE ALL TEXANS, FRED LOVES OUR STATEfs'
MEMORABLE PHRASES. FOR INSTANCE, YOU KNOW WHAT WE CALL
CATFISH? "TOURIST TROUT." AND WE DON'T REFER TO
ANIMALS AS ANIMALS. No SIR. THE SAYING GOES THAT
"THEY'RE CRITTERS, IF THEY'RE FRIENDLY. AND VARMINTS,
IF THEY'RE NOT."

-4 -

WELL, WHETHER YOU'RE FROM TEXAS OR NOT, WE KNOW
WHAT TO CALL THE FFA. WE CALL IT AMER;CA AT HER BEST.
AMERICA AT HER MOST GENEROUS. AN AMERICA EMBODIED BY
THE FFA MOTTO: '"LEARNING TO DO, DOING TO LEARN;
EARNING TO LIVE, LIVING TO SERVE."
| LasT MONTH I ANNOUNCED A "POINTS OF LIGHT
INITIATIVE" WHICH ASKS EVERY AMERICAN TO BRING THIS
SERVICE INTO EVERY CORNER OF AMERICA. TODAY, I RENEW
THAT CHALLENGE. AND.I\KNON THAf YOU WILL MEET IT.
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FOR sINCE 1926 FFA HAS DONE MUCH, AND SERVED MANY. You
HAVE BEEN A POINT OF LIGHT. AND TODAY, YOU'RE STILL

SHINING -- ALL 50 STATES, NEARLY 8,000 CHAPTERS, MORE
THAN 400,000 MEMBERS.

YOU SERVE THROUGH FAITH IN GOD, AND STRENGTH OF
CHARACTER. AND THROUGH THE BELIEF IN FAMILY.WHICH
MAKES US WHOLE. YOU KNOW THAT WHAT WE ARE MATTERS MORE
THAN WHAT WE HAVE. WORKING.WITH YOUR MINDS -~ YOUR
HANDS -- AS FARMERS, AND AS AMERICANS.

-6 -

Now, I KNOW YOU LIKE TO SPREAD THE CREDIT AROUND.
AFTER ALL, THAT'S RURAL AMERICA’S WAY: MODEST AND
UNDERSTATED. I'M REMINDED OF HOW A NOTED COMEDIAN ONCE
BOUGHT A CHICKEN FARM. A FRIEND WAS ASTONISHED. "Do
YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT BREEDING CHICKENS?" HE ASKED.
"No," THE COMEDIAN REPLIED, "BUT THE CHICKENS DO."

BUT THE THING IS: THE CREDIT DOES BELONG TO YOU.
AND TO YOUR PARENTS. TWO YEARS AGO, I ADDRESSED THE
FFA coNvENTION IN KANsAs City.



T
ITs THEME WAS "AGRICULTURE'S NEW SPIRIT." WELL, TODAY,
THANKS TO YOUR HARD WORK, AND SELF-RELIANCE, THAT
SPIRIT IS ALIVE, AND WELL.

WANT EVIDENCE? CONSIDER THAT ONLY FOUR YEARS AGO,
THE CONGRESS PASSED A PIONEERING FARM BILL TO HELP A
WHOLE COMMUNITY IN CRISIS. YET THIS YEAR, FARM INCOME
AND AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS ARE NEARING RECORD HIGHS. Our

SURPLUSES OF‘ FARM COMMODITIES HAVE BEEN DRASTICALLY
REDUCED.

- 8 -
MosST OF OUR GOOD LAND HAS BEEN BROUGHT BACK INTO
PRODUCTION. AND THE FARM CREDIT SITUATION HAS GREATLY
IMPROVED OVER THE.LAST DECADE.

THIS PROGRESS HAS OCCURRED WHILE CUTTING THE COST
OF FEDERAL FARM PROGRAMS IN HALF. FOR WHEN THE FARM
ECONOMY IS STRONG, AND GOVERNMENT HAS TO PAY LESS, ALL
AMERICA BENEFITS. |
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WE -- YOU -- HAVE TOLD GOVERNMENT TO TEAR DOWN THE

e mm i . ————— e

ROADBLOCKS OF TARIFFS AND TRADE BARRIERS. AND THAT THE
WAVE OF THE FUTURE LIES IN COMPETITION AND FREE
ENTERPkISE. )

OUR TASK NOW IS TO BUILD UPON THAT SPIRIT -- THE
SPIRIT OF "AMERICA-CAN," NOT "WASHINGTON-MUST." WE

DON'T WANT GOVERNMENT TO SPEND MORE. WE WANT PEOPLE TO
EARN MORE.

- 10 -

AND WE MUST REMEMBER THAT NEXT YEAR WHEN WE WRITE A NEW
FARM BILL. ENSURING THE MANY GOOD FEATURES oF THE 1985
AcT. ANbMAT THE SAME TIME, MAKING NEEDED IMPROVEMENTS.

YoUu KNOW; THE GREAT HUMORIST NILL.ROGERS ONCE
SAID, "A MAN IN THE COUNTRY DOES HIS OWN THINKING --
BUT YOU GET HIM INTO TOWN AND HE SOON WILL BE THINKING
SECOND-HANDED." [PAUSE]

OUR NEW FARM BILL MUST BE EVEN-HANDED. AND LEVEL-
HEADED.
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IN RESPONSE TO MARKET FORCES, PRODUCERS MUST HAVE MORE
FLEXIBILITY TO DECIDE WHAT CROPS TO GROW. AND |
REGARDING AGRICULTURE AND THE'ENVIRONMENT, WE MUST SEE
THEIR CONCERNS AS COMPATIBLE.  BoTH, FOR EXAMPLE, NEED
CLEAN, SAFE, AND QUALITY WATER.

BUT WE CAN'T STOP THERE. FOR WE MUST WORK TO
EXPAND EXPORTS. AND THE KEY TO THAT ACHIEVEMENT IS THE
CURRENT ROUND OF GATT TALKS. YES, WE WANT FREE TRADE.
'BuT WE ALSO WANT FAIR TRADE.

- 12 -
AND THAT IS WHY, LIKE THE WALLS OF JERICHO, BARRIERS
WHICH DISTORT WORLD TRADE MUST COME TUMBLING DOWN.

FOR OURS IS A GLOBAL ECONOMY. ‘AND AMERICA MUST
COMPETE -- BE ABLE TO COMPETE. THAT MEANS, AS OUR
RELATIONS IMPROVE, EXPANDING OUR TIES WITH THE SOVIET
UNION -- ALREADY THE THIRD-LARGEST CUSTOMER FOR U.S.
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES. AND ENLARGING OUR TRADE WITH
OTHER COUNTRIES WHO KNOW, AND NEED, THE FARMING GENIUS
OF AMERICA.
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AT HOME, THE NEED TO COMPETE MEANS DEVELOPING NEW
CROPS AND USES FOR AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES AS RAW
MATERIALS FOR INDUSTRY. AND FOR YOU, OUR GLOBAL
ECONOMY MEANS THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A BETTER PLACE --

NOR MORE CRUCIAL TIME -- TO START A CAREER THAN IN
AMERICA, TODAY.

- 14 - ‘

I'M SURE ALL OF YOU HAVE READ CARL SANDBURG. HE
WAS AMERICA’'S POET LAUREATE -- A GRACEFUL, LYRIC
WRITER. HE SPOKE --BEAUTIFULLY, MOVINGLY -- ABOUT
AMERICAN AGRICULTURE. AND ABOUT THE VAST HORIZONS AND
BEAUTY THAT FORM THE HEARTLAND OF AMERICA.

ONCE, HE SAID SIMPLY: "THE REPUBLIC IS A DREAM.
NOTHING HAPPENS UNLESS FIRST A DREAM."

YOUR DREAMS ARE BIG DREAMS. FUTURE FARMERS WHO
WILL FEED THE WORLD OF TOMORROW.



= '

=15 -
FUTURE LEADERS WHOSE CHARACTER AND COMMITMENT WILL
ENRICH AMERICA'S DESTINY -- NOT MERELY FOR YOUR
GENERATION, BUT FOR ALL THE GENERATIONS TO COME.
THANK YOU FOR COMING HERE -~ AND MAY YOUR DREAMS
BECOME REALITY. GOD BLESS YOU, GoDSPEED TO THE FFA,
AND GOD BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

# # F #
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FFA

ROOM 450, OLD EOB
THURSDAY, JULY 27, 1989
11:05 A.M.

Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is an honor to welcome you to the White House. Thirty

years ago this very week, President Eisenhower told the FFA: "I

always get a kick out of meeting with a bunch of young people."

Well, today with apologies to that noted composer Cole

Porter, let me say,

as he did: "I get a kick out of you."

First, I want to note that I'm dellghted to see m7=3§d
fedeiadg Tony Hoyts Larry Caseg~and Coreman ‘T—l"?ri’s ﬂAnd to be

among so many new friends:

America

No longer just the Future Farmers of

-- as impressive as that is. Now,'also{ the Future

Leaders of America.

Two days ago, you heard from Fred McClure, who's my

Congressional liaison.

But more to the point:. He once was

national secretary and head of the Texas FFA.

And
phrases.

trout."

like all Texans,

Fred loves 6ur State's memorable

For instance, you know what we call catfish? "Tourist

And we don't refer to animals as animals. No sir. The

saying goes that "They're critters, if they're friendly. And

varmints,

if they're not."
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ﬁéII, whether you're from Texas or not, we know what to call
the FFA.A_»ﬁé call it America at her best. America at her most .
generoué. An America embodied by the FFA motto: "Learning to
do, doing to learn; earning to live, living to serve." )

Last month I announced a "Points of Light Initiative" which

asks every American to bring this service into every corner of

‘America. Today, I renew that challenge. And I know that you

will meet it. For since 1926 FFA has done much, and served many.

You have been a point of light. And today, you're still shining

-- all 50 states, nearly 8,000 chapters, more than'ggnggg
members. - %

You serve through faith in God, and strength of character.?
And through the belief in family which makes us whole. You know
that what we are matters more than what we have. Wdrking with
your minds -- your hands‘-- as farmers, and as Americans.

Now, I know you like to spread the credit around. After .
all, fhat's rural America's way: Modest and understated. I;m
reminded of how a noted comédian once bought a éhicken‘farm. A
friend was astonished. "Do you know anything aboﬁt breeding’
chickens?" he asked. "No," the comedian replied, "but the
chickens do." | |

But the thing is: The credit does belong td you. And to
your parents. Two years ago, I addressed the FFA convention in
Kansas City. Its theme was "Agriculture's New Spirit." Well,
today, thanks to your hard work, and self-relianée,'that spirit

is alive, and well.
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Want evidence? Consider that only four years ago, the
Congress péésed a pioneering farm bill to hélp a whole community
in crisf;. Yet £his year, farm income and agricultural exporté
are nearing record highs. Our surpluses of farm commodities have
been drastically reduced. Most of our godd land has been broﬁght
back into production. And the farm credit situation has greatly
improved over the last decade.

This progress has occurred while cuttihg the cost of Federal
farm programs in half. For when the farm economy is strong, and
government has to pay less, all America benefits. We -- you --
have told government to tear down the roadblocks of tariffs and -
trade barriers. And that the wave of the future lies in
competition and free enterprise.

Our task now is to Qgi;g ﬁpon that spirit -- the spirit of
"America-Can," not "Washington-must." We don't want government
to spend more. We want people to earn more. And we must -
remember that next year when we write a new farm bill. Ensuring
the many good features of the 1985 Act. And ét the same time,
making needed'improvements. |

You know, the great humorist Will Rogers once said, "A man
in the country does his own thinking -- but you get him into town
and he éoon will be thinking second-~handed." [PAUSE]

ME;IZﬁJnuis,(Lur new farm bill must be even-handed. And

- level-headed. 1In response to market forces, producers must have

more flexibility'to decide what crops to grow. And regarding

agriculture and the environment, we must see their concerns as
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compatible. = Both, for exampie, need clean; safe, and quality -
water; |
But we can't stop there. For we must work to expand

exports. And the key to that achievement is the current round of

GATT talks. Yes, we want free trade. But we also want fair

trade. And that is why, like the walls of Jericho, barriers
which distort world trade must come tumbling down.

For ours is a global economy. And America mﬁst compete -=
be able to compete. 'That»means, as our relations improve, -
expandiﬁg our ties with the Soviet Union -- already the third-
largest customer for U.S. agricultural commodities. And
enlarging our trade with other qountries who know, and need, the
farming genius of America. |

At home; the need to compete means developing new crops and
uses for agricultural commodities as raw materials for industry.
And for you, our global economy means there has never been a
better place -- nor more crucial time -- to start a career than
America, today. |

I'm sure éll of you have read Carl Sandburg. He was
America's poet laureate --1a gracefui, lyric writer. He spoke --
beautifully, movingly -- about American agriculture. And about
the vast horizons ahd‘beauty that form the heartland of America.

Once, he said simbly: "The Republic is a dream. Nothing
happens unless first a dream."

M;=£sinﬁdﬁ;b&gg; dreams are big dreams. Future Farmers who

will feed the world of tomorrow. Future Leaders whose character



o

5
and commitment will enrich America's destiny -- not merely for
your generation, but for all the generations to come.
Th&hk you for coming here -- and may your dreams become
reaiity. God bless you, Godspeed to the FFA, and God bless the

United States of America.



THE WHITE HOUSE 7
WASHINGTON 5

JULY 26, 1989

INFORMATTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTON (1)
FROM: curr sMrTH ([

SUBJECT JULY 27 FFA ADDRESS

I. SUMMARY

On Thursday, July 27, at 11:05 A.M., you will address 200 members -
of the FFA (formerly, Future Farmers of America) in Room 450. Among
those attending will be three FFA officials you met when you addressed
the 1987 FFA Convention in Kansas City —-- Tony Hoyt, larry Case, and
Coleman Harris.

IT. DISCUSSION

The enclosed remarks focus on the FFA's place in rural America, and
how its values embody the best of America. Also discussed are the new
farm bill, and agriculture's role in the global economy. The length of
remarks is 8 minutes.
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WASHINGTON

JULY 26, 1989

INFORMATION -

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH:  CHRISS WINSTON (A,)
FROM: curr sMITH
SUBJECT: JULY 27 FFA ADDRESS
I. SUMMARY

IT.

On Thursday, July 27, at 11:05 A.M., you will address 200 members -

of the FFA (formerly, Future Farmers of America) in Room. 450. Among

those attending will be three FFA officials you met when you addressed
the 1987 FFA Convention in Kansas City -- Tony Hoyt, Larry Case, and
Coleman Harris.

DISCUSSION

The enclosed remarks focus on the FFA's place in rural America, and
how its values embody the best of America. Also discussed are the new
farm b:Lll, and agriculture's role in the global economy The length of
remarks is 8 minutes.



(Smith/Blessey)
Draft Three
July 26, 1989 .
FARM'

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FFA -
‘ ROOM 450, OLD EOB
THURSDAY, JULY 27, 1989
11:05 A.M. .

Members of the FFA, Ladiesland Gentlemen.

It is an honor to welcome you to the White House. Thirty
years ago this very week, President Eisenhower told the FFA: "I
always get a kick out of meeting.with a bunch of young people."

Well, today with apologies to that noted composer Cole
Porter, let'me say, as he did: "I get a kick out of ygg.ﬂ

First, I want to note that I'm delighted to see my old
friends Tony Hoyt,‘Larry Case,. and Colenan Harris. And to be
among so many new friends: No longer jﬁst the Future Farmers of
Ame:ica -- as impressive as that is. Now, aiso, the Future
Leaders of America.

Two days agb, you‘heard from Fred McClure, who's ny
Congressional liaison. But more to»the point: He once was
national secretary and head of the Texas FFA.

And like'all Texans, F;ed.lo§es our State's memorable
phrases. For instance, you-knOW'What wé call catfish? "Tourist
frout." And we don't refer to animals as animals. No sir. The
* saying goes that "They're critters, if they're friendly._ And

varmints, if they're not."

\
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Well,'whéther you're from Texas or not, we know what to call
the FFA. xﬁe call it America at her best. BAmerica at her most
generoug; An America embodied by the FFA motto: '"Learning to
do, doing to learn; earning to live, living to serve." -

Last month I announced a "Points of Light_Initiativeﬁ which
aéks every American to bring this sefvice into_évery corner of
America. Today, I renew that challenge. And I know ﬁhat you
will meet it. For since 1926 FFA has done much, .and served many.
You have been a point of light. And.today,vyou're still shining
-- all 50 States, nearly 8,000 chapters, more than 400,000
members. |

You serve through faith in God, and strength of character.}
And through the belief in family which makes us whole. You know
that what we are matters more than what we have. Working with
your minds =-- your hands -- as farmers, and as Americans.

lNow, I know you 1ike to spread the credit around. After .
all, that's rural America's way: Modest and understated. I'm
reminded of how a noted comedian once bqught a chicken farm. A
friend_was astonished. "Do you knoﬁ anything about breeding
chickens?" he asked. "No," the comedian replied, "but the
chickens do." )

But the thing is: The credit does belong to you. And to

your parents. Tﬁo years ago, 1 addressed the FFA convention in
Kansas City. Its theme was "Agriculture's New Spirit." Well,
today, thanks to your hard work, and self-reiiance, that spirit

is alive, and well.
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ﬁant‘éyiééhce? Consider ﬁhat only four yeafs ago, the
Congress*p;;;ed a pioneering farm bill to help a whole community
in crisis. Yet this year, farm income and agricultural exports
.are nearing record highs. Our surpluses of farm commodities have
been drastically reduced. Most of our good land has been broﬁght
back into production. And the‘farm credit situation has greatly
improved over the last decade. '

This progress has occurred while cutting the cost of Federal
farm programs in half. For when the farm economy is strong, and
éovernment has to pay less, all America_benefits. We -- you =--

: have told'government to tear down the roadbloéks of tariffs and%

‘trade barriers. And that the wave of the future lies in

competition and free enterprise.

Our task now_ié to build upon that spirit -- the spirit of
"America-Can," not "Washington-must;" We don't want governmenﬁl
to spend more. We want people to earn more. And we must
. remember that next year when we write a new farm bill. 'Ensﬁring
the many good features of thg 1985 Act. And at the same time,
making needed improvements.

You kﬁow, the great humofist Will Rogers once said, "A.man
in thé country‘does his own thinking -- but you get him into town
and he soon willlbe thinking second-handed." [PAUSE] |

My friends, our_new farm bill must be even-handed. And

1eve1-héaded. In response to market forces, producers must have
more flexibility to decide what crops to grow. And regarding

agriculture and the environment, we must see their concerns as
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compatible. ‘Both, for example, need clean, safe, and quality
water.
Buf we can't stop there. For we must work to expand
exports. And the key to that achievement is the current round of

GATT talks. Yes, we want free trade. But we also want fair

trade. And that is why, like the walls of Jericho, barriers
which distort world trade must come tumbling down.

For ours is a global economy. And America must compete --
be able to compete. That means, as our relations improve,
expanding our ties with the Soviet Union --'already the third-
largest customer for U.S. agricultural commodities. And
enlarging our trade with other countries'who know, and need, the
farming genius of America.

At home, the need to compete means-developing ﬁew crops and
uses for agricultural commodities as raw materials for industry.
And for you, our global economy means there has never been a
better place -- nor more crucial time -- to start a career than
America, today.

I'm sure all of you have read Carl Sandburg. He was
America's poet laureate -- a graceful, lyric writer. He spoke --
beautifully, movingly -- about American agriculture. And about
the vast horizons and beauty that form the heartland of America.

Once, he said simply: "The Republic is a dream. Nothing
happens unless first a dream."

My friends, your dreams are big dreams. Future Farmers who

will feed the world of tomorrow. Future Leaders whose character
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and commitmént»ﬁill enrich America's destiny -- not merely for
your generation, but for all the generations to come.
Thaﬁk éou for coming here -- and may your dreams become

reality.' God bless you, Godspeed to the FFA, and God bless the

.United States of America.

. ——t
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Document No. 0571018s

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

7/26/89 10:00 AM
DATE: 7/25/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: i
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: EFA
SUBJECT:
\0156 \

VICE PRESIDENT o & MmccLure cm mggt\b -
SUNUNU O / NEWMAN o, O
SCOWCROFT '© ety O PORTER Nj,@“ Vedthyek ( |
DARMAN 1/ 0 STUDDERT NO pluonae J =
BATES M/¢, plone J O  UNTERMEYER O O
BREEDEN g @ SEEEE o o
CARD O / JITSTON e ey o
CICCONI o, of PIVERTON { O
DEMAREST / o  EEEEER 7 o
FITZWATER m| / EJ o
GRAY /[, / | g o
HAGIN o o o o
—_— =

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston,
122, x2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Wednesday, July 26, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:  Neulo — ¢ el £ con %,\ &Uuuo .

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702




(Smith/Blessey)

Draft Two
July 24, 1989
FARM

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FFA
ROOM 450, OLD EOB
THURSDAY, JULY 27, 1989
11:05 A.M.

_r __r Members of the FFA, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is an honor to welcome you to the White House. Thirty
years ago this very week, President Eisenhower told the FFA: "I
always get a kick out of meeting with a bunch of young people."
Today, with apologies to Cole Porter, let me add: I, too, get a

kick out of you.

First, I want to say that I'm delighted to see my old

friends _ . And _ . And to be among so many new friends: No
longer just the Future Farmers of America -- as impressive as

that is. Now, also, the Future Leaders of America.

Two days ago, you heard from Fred McClure, who's my
Congressional liaison. But more to the point: He once was
national secretary and head of the Texas FFA.

And like all Texans, Fred loves our State's memorable
phrases. For instance, you know what we call catfish? "Tourist
trout." And we don't refer to animals as animals. No sir. The
saying goes that "They're critters, if they're friendly. And

varmints, if they're not."

Well, whether you're from Texas or not, we know what to call

the FFA. We call it America at her best. America at her most
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generous. An America embodied by the FFA motto: "Learning to

JH
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do, doing to learn; earning to live, living to servei:mg_ ?wxéf

For 61 years FFA has done much, and served many, so that
America could prosper. And today, you're still doing it -- all
50 States, nearly 8,000 chapters, more than 400,000 members.

You serve through faith in God, and strength of character.
And through the belief in family which makes us whole. You know
that what we are matters more than what we have. Working with
your minds -- your hands -- as farmers, and as Americans.

Now, I know you like to spread the credit around. After
all, that's rural America's way: Modest and understated. I'm
reminded of how a noted comedian once bought a chicken farm. A
friend was astonished. "Do you know anything about breeding
chickens?" he asked. "No," the comedian replied, "but the
chickens do."

But the thing is: The credit does belong to you. And to
your parents. Two years ago, I addressed the FFA convention in
Kansas City. 1Its motto was "Agriculture's New Spirit." Wwell,
today, thanks to your hard work, and self-reliance, that spirit
is alive, and well.

Want evidence? Consider that only four years ago, the
Congress passed a pioneering farm bill to help a whole community
in crisis. Yet today, farm income and agricultural exports are
nearing record highs. Our surpluses of farm commodities have

been drastically reduced. Most of our good land has been brought
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back into production. And the farm credit situation Eg?greatly
improved over-ﬁudecade.agev

This progress has occurred while cutting the cost of Federal
farm programs in half. For when the farm economy is strong,
and government has to pay less, all America benefits. We -- you
-- have told government to tear down the roadblocks of tariffs
and trade barriers. And that the wave of the future lies in
competition and free enterprise.

Our task now is to build upon that spirit -- the spirit of

"America-Can," not "Washington-must." We don't want government

to spend more. We want people to earn more. And we must

remember that next year when we write a new farm bill. Ensuring
the many good features of the 1985 Act. And at the same time,
making needed improvements.

You know, the great humorist Will Rogers once said, "A man
in the country does his own thinking -- but you get him into town
and he soon will be thinking second-handed." [PAUSE]

My friends, our new farm bill must be even-handed. And
level-headed. 1In response to market forces, producers must have
more flexibility to decide what crops to grow. We must recognize
that the concerns of agriculture and the environment are
compatible. And nowhere more than in water quality. ?
As we write our farﬁ bill, we'll work to expand exports.

And the key to that achievement is the current round of GATT

talks. Yes, we want free trade. But we also want fair trade.



4
b ONSNLILD

And that is why, like the walls of Jericho, peralties which
distort world trade must come tumbling down.

For ours is a global economy. And America must compete --

/M Ortin Lt {Q—Ww‘wc 1 LYoV

be able to compete. That means expanding our ties with the
Soviet Union -- already the third-largest customer for U.S.
agricultural commodities. And enlarging our trade with other
countries who know, and need, the farming genius of America.

At home, the need to compete means developing new crops and
uses for agricultural commodities as raw materials for industry.
And for you, our global economy means there has never been a

better place -- nor more crucial time -- to start a career than

America, today.

I'm sure all of you have read Carl Sandburg. He was
America's poet laureate -- a graceful, lyric writer. He spoke --
beautifully, movingly =-- about American agriculture. And about
the vast horizons and beauty that form the heartland of America.

Once, he said simply: "The Republic is a dream. Nothing
happens unless first a dream."

My friends, your dreams are big dreams. Future Farmers who
will feed the world of tomorrow. Future Leaders whose character
and commitment will enrich America's destiny -- not merely for
your generation, but for all the generations to come.

Thank you for coming here -- and may your dreams become
reality. God bless you, Godspeed to the FFA, and God bless the

United States of America.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 26, 1989

Memorandum to Chriss Winston

From: Austen Furse,ﬁ%?{

Subject: FFA speech

The draft manages to handle a number of disparate points.
One concept that would help unify these points is the fact that
the U.S. has an unrivalled competitive advantage over the rest of
the world in agriculture. We can be confident in the public
resonance of greater freer trade in agriculture because we're
simply the best. Thus, for example, we could refer to the
contributions of the FFA in ensuring America's global
competitiveness. The "global economy" language on page four
seems a natural place for fleshing out this theme, which is
already implicit in much of the draft's language.

pg. 1, para. 2, line 4 The idea of "getting a kick" out of
something will, unfortunately, have a different connotation for
those who spend a lot of time around farm animals. FFA members
are likely to have gotten a literal kick out of their animals at
one time or other and thus, many will conjure up a more humorous
image. We suggest using a word other than "kick."

One possible substitute intro. is suggested by the language
referring to the President's Texas connection as 1,5. Before he
moved to Texas, the President and Mrs. Bush considered starting a
farm and, if memory serves, they read up on the subject. Looking
Forward will have the relevant information.

2,2 With the language, starting at this point, praising the FFA,
it seems natural to make the point that FFA is a point of light
and notably successful one at that.

2,3,1 We especially like references to "character" when it
comes to successful community service groups like FFA. We
suggest that the phrase "cultivating character," which aptly
describes the FFA's role in molding young citizens, seems
especially appropriate given the agricultural connotation of&V/
"cultivating."

. Mt a7 NN o0
l' ' B JZ ! U



3,5,5 The reference to "water quality" comes and goes too i
quickly. We suggest either briefly explaining this point, or _~
saying "water quality, for example," in order to pass over it
more smoothly.

4,2,2 Expanding "our ties" with the Soviet Union needs some
quallfylng when we are talking, after all, about expanding
agricultural ties. The danger here is in this line being taken
out of context or otherwise misunderstood.

#



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 26, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: ROBERT J. PORTMAN
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: FFA

Pursuant to your staffing request of July 25, 1989, Counsel's
Office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential remarks.
We have no legal objection to the contents of these remarks.

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.

cc: James W. Cicconi

€S :6v 927 50
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Document No. 1.
WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
7/26/89 10:00
DATE: _ //25/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: /26/ A
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FFA
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O MCCLURE J 0
SUNUNU O / NEWMAN O o
SCOWCROFT &« - PORTER ( 0
DARMAN 1/ O STUDDERT J a
BATES / O UNTERMEYER o a
BREEDEN o o ROGERS O {
CARD a / WINSTON = {
—— - [{ PINKERTON ( -
DEMAREST .WWWWWJJ - S { -
”~
FITZWATER . u/ o O
GRAY / o o o
HAGIN O g O 0
REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm.
122, x2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Wednesday, July 26, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702




(Smith/Blessey)
Draft Two

July 24, 1989
FARM

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FFA
ROOM 450, OLD EOB
THURSDAY, JULY 27, 1989
11:05 A.M,

__r __r Members of the FFA, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is an honor to welcome you to the White House. Thirty
years ago this very week, President Eisenhower told the FFA: "I
always get a kick out of meeting with a bunch of young people."
Today, with apologies to Cole Porter, let me add: I, too, get a

kick out of you.

‘First, I want to say that I'm delighted to see my old

friends _ . And _ . And to be among so many new friends: No
longer just the Future Farmers of America -- as impressive as

that is. Now, also, the Future Leaders of America.

Two days ago, you heard from Fred McClure, who's my
Congressional liaison. But more to the point: He once was
national secretary and head of the Texas FFA.

And like all Texans, Fred loves our State's memorable
phrases. For instance, you know what we call catfish? "Tourist
trout." And we don't refer to animals as animals. No sir. The
saying goes that "They're critters, if they're friendly. And
varmints, if they're not." |

Well, whether you're from Texas or not, we know what to call

the FFA, We cdll it America at her best. America at her most
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generous. An America embodied by the FFA motto: "Learning to
: \
do, doing to learn; earning to live, living to serve."

For 61 years FFA has done much, and served many, so that
America could prosper. And today, you're still doing it -- all
50 States, nearly 8,000 chapters, more than 400,000 members.

You serve through faith in God, and strength of character.
And through the belief in famiiy which makes us whole. You know
that what we are matters more than what we have. Workin; with
your minds -- your hands -~ as farmers, and as Americans.

Now, I know you like to spread the credit around. After
all, that's rural America's way: Modest and understated. I'm
reminded of how a noted comedian once bought a chicken farm. A
friend was astonished. fDo you know anything about breeding
chickens?" he asked. "No," the comedian replied, "but the
chickens do."

But the thing is: The credit does belongito you. And to
your parents. Two years ago, I addressed the FEA convention in
Kansas City. Its motto was "Agriculture's New Spirit." well,
today, thanks to your hard work, and self-reliance, that spirit
is alive, and well.

Want evidence? Consider that only four years ago, the
Congress passed a pioneering farm bill to help a whole community
in crisis. Yet today, farm income and agricultural exports are
nearing record highs. Our surpluses of farm commodities have

been drastically reduced. Most of our good land has been brought
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back into production. And the farm credit situation is greatly
imprdved over a decade ago.

This progress has occurred while cutting the cost of Federal
farm programs in half. For when the farm economy is strong,
and government has to pay less, all America benefits. We —- you
-- have told government to tear down the roadblocks of tariffs
and trade barriers. And that the wave of the future lies in
competition and free enterprise.

Our task now is to build upon that spirit -- the spirit of

"America-Can," not "Washington-must." We don't want government

to spend more. We want people to earn more. And we must

remember that next year when we write a new farm bill. Ensuring
the many good features of the 1985 Act. And at the same time,
making needed improvements.

You know, the great humorist Will Rogers once said, "A man
in the country doés his own thinking -- but you get him into town
and he soon will be thinking second-handed." [PAUSE]

My friends, our new farm bill must be even-handed. And
level-headed. In response to market forces, producers must have
more flexibility to decide what crops to grow. We must recognize
that the concerns of agriculture and the environment are
compatible. And howhere more than in water quality.

As we write our farm bill, we'll work to expand exports.

And the key to that achievement is the current round of GATT

talks. Yes, we want free trade. But we also want fair trade.
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And that is why, like the walls of Jericho, %Z::;;::: which
distort world trade must come tumbling down.

For ours is a global economy. And America must compete =--

expagézgkzgg;:;?4t i ;

be able to compete. That means ing es—with the
Soviet Union -- already the third-largest customer for U.S.
agricultural commodities. And enlarging our trade with other
countries who know, and need, the farming genius of America.

At home, the need to compete means developing new crops and
uses for agricultural commodities as raw materials for indusfry.
And for you, our global economy means there has never been a

better place -- nor more crucial time -- to start a career than

America, today.

I'm sure all of you have read Carl Sandburg. He was
America's poet laureate -- a graceful, lyric writer. He spoke --
beautifully, movingly -- about American agriculture. And about
the vast horizons and beauty that form the heartland of America.

Once, he said simply: "The Republic is a dream. Nothing
happens unless first a dream."

My friends, your dreams are big dreams. Future Farmers who
will feed the world of tomorrow. Future Leaders whose character
and commitment will enrich America's destiny -- not merely for
your generation, but for all the generations to come.

Thank you for coming here -- and may your dreams become
reality. God bless vyou, Godspeed to the FFA, and God bless the

United States of America.
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Document No. 057101SS |
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
DATE: 7/25/83 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 7/26/89 10:00 AM
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FFA
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYi ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT a J MCCLURE J 0O
SUNUNU = / NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT o PORTER / O
DARMAN f/ a STUDDERT { a
BATES w (| UNTERMEYER O O
BREEDEN | 1 0O, [RooERs g o
CARD . / WINSTON a /
CICCONI . J PINKERTON { o
/ EVANS {
DEMAREST ] 0O
FITZZWATER 0 / o o
GRAY / a) o o
HAGIN a a a O
REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm.
122, %2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Wednesday, July 26, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.
 RESPONSE: ) C
g€ 24 3¢ i
Ca(’)«&) q
Q}AS
\\3' /\\ James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 1/25/893 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: /26/88 L=on A0
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FFA
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT g & MccLuRe v 4 O
SUNUNU a / NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT Mmm;m%;{ O  PORTER ( O
#
DARMAN [/ O STUDDERT J a
BATES J 0 UNTERMEYER O 0
BREEDEN o o i a ./
CARD . / WINSTON o {
CICCONI o of PUKERTON J O
DEMAREST / - S { A
FITZWATER . g/ o o
GRAY / O o o
HAGIN O O O Q0
=
% e — %
REMARKS: ;
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm.
122, x2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Wednesday, July 26, Wwith
a copy to my office. Thank you. "
[ -]
RESPONSE: Julv 26, 1989 "~

TO: CHRISS WINSTON

NSC concurs with the Presidential remarks for the FFA on July 27 with

change as indicated.
Bren‘t é:ﬁcroft James W. Cicconi

Assistant to the President
cc: James V. Cicconi and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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(Smith/Blessey)
Draft Two

July 24, 1989
FARM

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FFA
ROOM 450, OLD EOB
THURSDAY, JULY 27, 1989
11:05 A.M.

_r__r Members of the FFA, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is an honor to welcome you to the White House. Thirty
years ago this very week, President Eisenhower told the FFA: "I
always get a kick out of meeting with a bunch of young people."
Today, with apologies to Cole Porter, let me add: I, too, get a

kick out of you.

First, I want to say that I'm delighted to see my old

friends _ . And __ . And to be among so many new friends: No
longer just the Future Farmers of America -- as impressive as

that is. Now, also, the Future Leaders of America.

Two days ago, you heard from Fred McClure, who's my
Congressional liaison. But more to the point: He once was"
national secretary and head of the Texas FFA.

And like all Texans, Fred loves our State's memorable
phrases. For instance, you know what we call catfish? "Tourist
trout." And we don't refer to animals as animals. No sir. The
saying goes that "They're critters, if they're friendly. And
varmints, if they're not."

Well, whether you're from Texas or not, we know wﬁat to call

the FFA. We call it America at her best. America at her most
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generous. An America embodied by the FFA motto: "Learning to
do, doing to learn; earning to live, living to serve."

For 61 years FFA has done much, and served many, so that
America could prosper. And today, you're still doing it -- all
50 States, nearly 8,000 chapters, more than 400,000 members.

You serve through faith in God, and strength of character.
And through the belief in family which makes us whole. You know
that what we are matters more than what we have. Working with
your minds -- your hands -- as farmers, and as Americans.

Now, I know you like to spread the credit around. After
all, that's rural America's way: Modest and understated. I'm
reminded of how a noted comedian once bought a chicken farm. A
friend was astonished. "Do you know anything about breeding
chickens?" he asked. "No," the comedian replied, "but the
chickens do."

But the thing is: The credit does belong to you. And to
your parents. Two years ago, I addressed the FFA convention in
Kansas City. 1Its motto was "Agriculture's New Spirit." Well,
today, thanks to your hard work, and self-reliance, that spirit
is alive, and well, |

Want evidence? Consider that only four years ago, the
Congress passed a pioneering farm bill to help a whole community
in crisis. Yet today, farm income and agricultural exports are
nearing record highs. Our surpluses of farm commodities have

been drastically reduced. Most of our good land has been brought
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back into production. And the farm credit situation is greatly
improved over a decade ago.

This progress has occurred while cutting the cost of Federal
farm programs in half. . For when the fafm economy is strong,
and government has to pay less, all America benefits. We -- you
-- have told government to tear down the roadblocks of tariffs
and trade barriers. And that the wave of the future lies in
competition and free enterprise.

Our task now is to build upon that spirit -~ the spirit of

"America-Can," not "Washington-must." We don't want government

to spend more. We want people to earn more. And we must

remember that next year when we write a new farm bill. Ensuring
the many good features of the 1985 Act. And at the same time,
making needed improvements.

You know, the great humorist Will Rogers once said, "A man
in the country does his own thinking -- but you get him into town
and he soon will be thinking second-handed." [PAUSE]

My friends, our new farm bill must be even-handed. And
level-headed. In response to market forces, producers must have
more flexibility to decide what crops to grow. We must recognize
that the concerns of agriculture and the environment aré
compatible. And nowhere more than in water quality.

As we write our farm bill, we'll work to expand exports.

And the key to that achievement is the current round of GATT

talks. Yes,'we want free trade. But we also want fair trade.
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And that is why, like the walls of Jericho, penalties which
distort world trade must come tumbling down.

For ours is a global economy. And America must cdmpeﬁe -

. f5  onr wladmg ivinpyive,
be able to compete. That meani expanding our ties with the /4%4/
- A
Soviet Union -- already the third-largest customer for U.S.

agricultural commodities. And enlarging our trade with other
countries who know, and need, the farming genius of America.

At home, the need to compete means developing new crops and
uses for agricultural commodities as raw materials for induétry;
And for you, our global economy means thére has never been a
better placé -== nor more crucial time -- to start a career than

America, today.

I'm‘sure all of you have read Carl Sandburg. He was
America's poeﬁ.léureate -- a graceful, lyric writer. He spoke --
‘beautifully, movingly -—‘ébout American agriculture. And about
the vast horizons and beauty that form the heartland of America.

Once, he said simply: "The Republic is a dream. Nothing
happens unless first a dream."

My friends, your dreams are big dreams. Future Farmers who
will feed the world of tomorrow. Future Leaders whose character
and commitment will enrich America's destiny -- not merely for
your generétion, but for all the generations to come.

Thank you for .coming here -- and may your.dregms become
reality. God bless you, Godspeed to the FFA, and God bless the

United States of America.
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm.
122, x2930, no later than 10:00 AM, Wednesday, July 26, with
a copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi &=
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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+ __r Members of the A, Ladies and Gentlemen.
It is an honor to welcome you to the White House. Thirty
years ago this very week, Prestident Eisenhower told the FFA: "I

always get a kick out of meeting with a bunch of young people."
e

First, I want to say that I'm delighted to see my old

Today, with apologies t r, let me add: I, too, get a

kick out of you.

friends __ . And __ . And to be among so many new friends: No
longer just the Future Farmers of America -- as impressive as

that is. Now, also, the Future Leaders of America.
Two days ago, you 'eard from Fred McClure, who's my

Congressional liaison. But more to the point: He once was
7

national secretary andf the Texas FFA.

And like all Texans, Fred loves our State's memorable
phrases. For instance, you know what we call catfish? "Tourist
trout." And we don't refer to animals as animals. No sir. The
saying goes that "They're critters, if they're friendly. And
varmints, if they're not."

Well, whether you're from Texas or not, we know what to call

the FFA. We call it America at her best. America at her most
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éenerous. An America embodied by the FFA motto: "Learning to
do, doing to learn; earning to live, living to serve."

For 61 years FFA has done much, and served many, so that
America could prosper. And today, you're still doing it -- all
50 States, nearly 8,000 chapters, more than 400,000 members.

You serve through faith in God, and strength of character.
And through the belief in famiiy which makes us whOle. You know
~ that what we are matters more than what we have. Working with
your minds -- your>hands -- as farmers, and as Americans.

Now, I know you like to spread the credit around. After
all, that's rural America's way: Modest and understated. I'm
reminded of how a noted comedian once bought a chicken férm. A
friend was astonished. "Do you know anything about breeding
chickens?" he asked. "No," the'comedian_replied, "but the
chickens do."

But the thing is: The credit does belbng to you. And to
your parents. Two years ago, I addressed the FFA convention in
Kansas City. Its motto was "Agriculture's New Spirit." Well,
today, thanks to your_hard WOrk, and self-reliaﬁce,'that spirit
is alive, and weli.

Want evidence? Consider that onl? four years ago, the
Congress passed a pioneering farm bill to help_a whole community
in crisis. Yet today, farm income and agricultural exports are
- nearing record highs. Our surpluses of farm commodities have

been drastically reduced. Most of our good land has been brought
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back into production. And the farm credit situation is greatly
improved over a decade ago.

This progress has occurred while cutting the cost of Federal
farm programs in half. For when the farm economy is strong,
and government has to pay less, all America benefits. We —- you
-- have told government to tear down the roadblocks of tariffs
and trade barriers. And that the wave of the future lies in
competition and free enterprise.

Our task now is to build upon that spirit -- the spirit of

"America-Can," not "Washington-must." We don't want government

to spend more. We want people to earn more. And we must

remember that next year when we write a new farm bill. Ensﬁring
the many good features of the 1985 Act. And at the same time,
making needed improvements.

You know, the great humorist Will Rogers once said, "A man
in the country does his own thinking -- but you get him into town
and he soon will be thinking second-handed." [PAUSE]

My friends, our new farm bill must be even-handed. And
level-headed. In response to market forces, producers must have
more flexibility to decide what crops to grow. We must recognize
that the concerns of agriculture and the environment are
compatible. And nowhere more than in water quality.

As we write our farm bill, we'll work to expand exports.

And the key to that achieﬁement is the current round of GATT

talks. Yes, we want free trade. But we also want fair trade.
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And that is why, like the walls of Jericho, penalties which
distort world trade must come tumbling down. |

For ours is a global economy. And America must compete --
»be able to compete. That means expanding our ties with the
Soviet Union =-- already the third—largeét customer for U.S.
agricultural commodities. And enlarging our trade with other
countries who know, and need, the farming genius of America.

At home, the need to compete means developing new crops and
uses for agricultural commodities as raw materials for indusfry.
And for you, our global economy means there has never been a
better place -- nor more crucial time -- to start a career than

America, today.

I'm sure all of you have read Carl Sandburg. He was
America's poet laureate -- a graceful, iyric writer. He gpoke -
beautifully, movingly -- about American agriculture. And about
the vast horizons and beauty that form the heartland of America.

Once, he said simply: "The Republic is a dream. Nothing
happens unless first a dream."

My friends, your dreams are big dreams. Future Farmers Qho
will feed the world of tomorrow. Future Leaders whose character
and commitment will enrich America's destiny -- not merely for
your generation, but for all the generations to come.

Thank you for coming here -- and may your dreams become
reality. God bless you, Godspeed to the FFA, and God bless the

United States of America.
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__;v_;, Members of ﬁhé FFA, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is an hogor to welcome you to the White House. Thirty
yeafs ago this very week, President Eisenhower told the FFA: "I
'always.get a kick out of meetihngith a bunch of young people."
Today, with apologies to Cole Porter, let me add: I, too;‘get a.

kick out of you.

First, I want to say that i'm»delighted to see my old

friends _ .. And __. And to be among so many new friends: No
longer just the Future Farmers of America -~ as impressive . as

that is. Now, also, the Future Leaders of America.

| Twé days ago, you heard from Fred McClure, who's my
Congressionai liaison. But more to the point: He once was
national secretary and head of the Texas FFA.

And like all Texanﬁ, Fred lpves our State's memorable_
phrases. For instance, you know what we éall catfish? "Tourist
.troﬁﬁ." And wé don't refer to animals as animals. No éir. The
saying goes that "They're critters, if they're friendly. And.
varmints, if they're not."

.Well, whether yoﬁ're from Texas or‘not, we know what td call

the FFA. We call it America at her best. America at her most
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generous. An Ameriéa-embodied by the FFA motto: "Learning to
do, doing to learn; earnlng to live, 11v1ng to serve."

For 61 years FFA has done much, and served many, so that.
. America could prosper. . And today, you're still d01ng lt - all
50 States, nearly 8,000 chapters, more than 400 000 members.

You serve through faith in God, and strength of character.
And through the belief in family which makes us whole. You know
thatvwﬁat we'are matters more than what we have. Worklng with
your minds -- your hands =-- as farmers, and as Americans.

Now, I know you like to spread the credit around.l After
all, that's rural America'stway: Modest and understated:. I'm.
reminded of how a noted comedian once bought-a cﬁicken farm. A
friend was astonished. "Do you know anything about breeding
chickens?" he asked. "No," the eomedian replied, "but the
chickens do."

'But the thing is: The credit does belong to you. And to
yoﬁr parents. Two years ago, I addressed the FFA conventlon in
Kansas City. Its motto was "Agriculture's New Splrlt." Well,
today, thanks to your hard work,‘and self-reliance, that spirif
is alive, and well.

ﬁaht evidence? Consider that only‘four yearsﬂage, the
Congress passed a.pioneering farm bill.to help a wholeicommunity'
in crisis. '?et today, farm income and aéricultural'exports are
nearing record highs. Our surpluses of farm commodities have

been drastically reduced. Most of our good land has been brought
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back into production. And the farm credit situation is greatly
improved over a decade ago.

This progress has occurred while cutting the cost of Federal
farm programs in half. For when the farm economy is strong,
~and government has to pay less, all America benefits. We -- you
- have told government to tear down the roadblocks of tariffs
and trade barriers. And that the wave of the fﬁture lies in
competition and free enterprise.

Our task now is to build upon that spirit -- the spirit of

"America-Can," not "Washington-must." We don't want government

to'sEehd more. We want people to earn more. And we must

.remember that next year when we write a new farm bill. Ensuring
the many good features of the 1985 Act. And at the same time,
makiné needed improvements. |

| You know, the great humoriét Will Rogers once said, "A man
in the country does his own thinking -- but you get Him into town
and he soon will be thinking second-handed." [PAUSE]

My friends, our new farm bill must be even-handed. And
level-headed. 1In response to market forces, producers must have
more fléxibility to decide what crops to grow. We must recognize
that the concerns of agriculture and the environment are
compatible. And nowhere more than in water quality.

»As we write our farm bill, we'll work to expand exports.

And the key to that achievement is the current round of GATT

talks. Yes, we want free trade. But we also want fair trade.
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And that 1s why, llke the walls of Jerlcho, penalties which
dlstort world trade must come tumbllng down.

‘For ours is a global economy. And America must coﬁpete --
be able to coﬁpete. ‘That means. expandlng our ties w1th the
Soviet Unlon - already the thlrd largest customer for U.,S.
agricultural commodities. And enlarging our trade with other
countries who know, and need, the farﬁing genius of America.

At home) the need to compete means developing new crops and
uses for agricultural commodities as raw materials for industry;
And for you, our global economy means there has.never been a

better place -- nor more crucial time -- to start a career than

Amerlca, today.’

I'm sure all of you have read Carl Sandburg. He was
America's poet laureate -- a graceful lyrlc writer. He spoke --
beautlfully, mov1ngly - about American agrlculture. And about
the vast horizons and beauty that form the heartland of America.

Once, he said simply: "The Republic is a dream. Notbing
happens unless first'a dream."

My friends, your dreams are big dreaﬁs. Future Farmers who
will feed the world of tomorrow. Future Leaders whose character
and commitment will enrich America's‘destiny -- not merely for
your generation, but for all the generations to come.

‘ Thank you for comlng here -~ and may your dreams become
reallty. God bless you, Godspeed to the FFA, and God bless the

United States of America.
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__r __r Members of the FFA, Ladies and Gentlemen.
It is an honor to welcome you to the White House. Thirty
- years ago this very week, President Eisenhower fold the FFA: "I

always get a kick out of meeting with a bunch of young people."

Today, with apologies to Cole Porter, let me add: get a

kick out of you.

First, I want to say that I'm delighted to see my old

friends _ . And __ . And to be among so many new friends: No
longer just the Future Farmers of. America -- as impressive as

that is. Now, also, the Futﬁre'Leaders of America.

Two days ago,‘you heard from Fred McClure, who's my
Congressional liaison. But more to the point: He once was
national secretary and head of the Texas FFA.

And like all Texans, Fred loves our State's memorable
phrases. For instance, you know what we call catfish? "Tourist
trout." And we don't refer to animals as animals. No sir. The
saying goes that "They're critters, if they're friendly. Aand
varmints, if. they're not."

Well,-whether you're from Texas or not, we know wﬁat to call

the FFA. We call it America at her best. America at her most
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generous. An America embodied by the FFA motto: "Learning to
do, déing to learn; earning to live, living to serve."_'

For 61 years FFA has done much, and served many, so that
America could prosper. And today, you;re still doing it -~ all
50 States, nearly 8,000 chapters, more than 400,000 members.

You serve'through faith in God, and strength of character.
And through the belief in family which makes us whole. You know
that what we are matters more than what we have. Working with
your minds -- your hands -- as farmers, and as Americans.

Now, I know you like to spread the credit around. After
all, that's rural America's way: Modest and understated. I'm
reminded bf how a noted comedian once bought a chicken farm. A
friend was astonished. "Do you know anything about breeding
chickens?" he asked. "No," the comedian replied, "but the
chickens do."

But the thing is: The credit does belong to you. And to
your parents. Two years ago, I addressed the FFA convention in
Kansas City. Its motto was "Agriculture's New Spirit." Well,
today, thanks to your hard work, and self-reliance, that spirit
is alive, and well.

Want evidencé? Consider that only four years ago, the
Congress passed a pioneéring farm bill to help a whole community
in crisis. Yet today, farm income and agricultural exports are
nearing record highs. Our surpluses of farm commodities have

been drastically reduced. Most of our good land has been brought
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back into production. And the farm credit situation is great$4
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improved over -a- decade age.

This progress has occurred while cutting the cost of Federal
farm programs in half. For when the farm economy is strong,
and government has to pay less, all America benefits. We -- you
-- have told government to tear down the roadblocks of tariffs
and trade barriers. And that the wave of the future lies in
competition and free enterprise.

Our task now is to build upon that spirit -- the spirit of

"America-Can," not "Washington-must." We don't want government

to spend more. We want people to earn more. And we must

remember that next year when we write a new farm bill. Ensuring
the many good features of the 1985 Act. And at the same time,
making needed improvements.

You know, the great humorist Will Rogers once said, "A man
in the country does his own thinking -- but you get him into town
and he soon will be thinking second-handed." [PAUSE]

My friends, our new farm bill must be even-handed. And
level-headed. 1In response to market forces, producers must have
more flexibility to decide what crops to grow. We must recognize
that the concerns of agriculture and the environment are
compatible. And nowhere more than in water quality.

As we write our farm bill, we'll work to expand exports.

And the key to that achievement is the current round of GATT

talks. Yes, we want free trade. But we also want fair trade.
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And that is why, like the walls of Jericho, penalties which
distort world trade must come tumbling down. .

For ours is a global economy. And America must compete ~--
be able to compete. That means expanding our ties with the
Soviet Union -- already the third-largest customer for U.S.
agricultural commodities. And enlarging our trade with other
countries who know, and need, the farming genius of America.

At home, the need to compete means developiné new crops and
uses for agricultural commodities as raw materials for induétry.
And. for you, our global economy means there has never been a
better place -- nor more crucial time -- to start a career than

America, today.

I'm sure all of you have read Carl Sandburg. He was
America's poet iaureate -- a graceful, lyric writer. He spoke --
'beautifully, movingly -- about American agricultufé. And about
‘the vast horizons and beauty that form the heartland of America.

Once, he said simply: "The Republic is a dream. Nothing
happens unless first a dream."

My friends, your dfeams are big dreams. Future Farmers who
will feed the world of tomorrow. Future Leaders whose character
and commitment will enrich America's destiny -- not merely for
your generatiop, but for all the generations to gggg.

Thank you for coming here.---énd may your dreams become
feality. God bless you, Go@speéd to the FFA, and God bless the

" United States of America.



THE WHITE HOUSE
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM COOPER EVANS / % E/

SUBJECT PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: FFA

The remarks are excellent -- very appropriate for the audience.

cc: James Cicconi



