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THE WHITE HOUSE 2,
WASHINGTON RN
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JuLyY 5, 1989 "

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON

FROM:

CURT SMITH

SUBJECT': LITTLE LEAGUE 50TH ANNIVERSARY

I.

IT.

SUMMARY

On Friday, July 7, at 1 p.m., you will speak at South Lawn ceremonies
marking the 50th anniversary of Little League Baseball. More than 4,000
Little Ieaguers are expected to attend, as well as busloads of Little
League coaches and officials from Williamsport, Pennsylvania, the program's
birthplace. Stan Musial will also be at the ceremonies.

DISCUSSION °

The enclosed remarks define what Little Ieague Baseball has meant to
America, and how it has grown to become the largest organized youth sports

program in the world. The text makes reference to your love of the game,

and how next week vou will officially bring Little League Baseball to Poland,
the 33rd country to introduce thg program. '
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LITTLE LEAGUE
SOUTH LAWN
FRIDAY, ‘JULY 7, 1989

Doctor Hale, Little League officials, Stan Musial, Boys and
girls, Fellow fans.

I want to welcome you to the White House, where today we
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Little League Baseball. And in
that spirit, let me recall a story about a baseball great.

Thlrty-flve years ago, the City of St. Louis held a "Yogi
Berra Day" for its native son and Yankees catcher. And as usual,
the noted philosopher proved equal to the occasion.

Yogi began his remarks by saying, "My friends,. I want to
thank all the people who made this night necessary." Well, my
friénds, I want to thank all of you for making ;n;§-day
necessary.

First, let me salute the more than 4,000 L1ttle Leaguers who
are with us this afternoon. And thanks, too, to the seven
busloads of Pennsylvanians who came down here tqday. I hear
they've renamed Routes 15 and 83 "The Williamsport Express."

I also want to thank Creightén Hale, the President of Little
League Baseball. And such veteran officials as Luke LaPorta [La
POR ta], Beverly'Gray, John Lindenmuth, and Fred Crabtree. And a

special tip of the cap to Jack Lundy [LUN dee]. Fifty years ago,



-

2
Jack sponsored the very first Little League team. And today,
he's still contributing to‘Amefiga's love affair with baseball.

‘For me, this affair has been a lifelon%.pastime. For like
these Little Leaguers, I played baseball when I was a kid.
Followed the game -- memorized the box scoreé. And my favorite
player was Lou Gehrig of the New York Yankées.

Some time later, I went to college. Batted eighth -- as I
put it, second clean-up hitter. And it was there -- at Yale
University -- that another Yankee hero had an impact on my life.
One day in 1948, Babe Ruth came to presen£ his papers. And since
I was team captain, I received his papers on Yale's behalf.

I'll never forget that moment. Nor the day, one year
earlier, when the Babe, now dying of cancer, told the crowd at
Yankee Stadium: "You know, the only real game in the world, I
think, ié baseball . . . You've goﬁ to étart from way down, when
you're six or seven years old. And if . . . you try hard enough,
yoﬁ're bound to come out on top."

My friends, in that unforgettable speech, surrounded by the
kids he loved, Babe Ruth defined ﬁhy Little League Baseball has
become an Ameridah -=- indeed, international -- institution.

It all started -- Jack, yoﬁ'll remember this -- with barely
three dozen players, and a handful of adult volunteers, in
Williamsport. Uniforms fér all three teams.cosf $35 at the local
store. And that first diamond had bases made of old feed bags
stuffed with straw.

Well, since then Little League Baseball has grown into the

world's largest organized youth sports program.
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At last count, more than 20 million youngsters have played

in Little League. And countleés_other Americans have served as
adult volunteer helpers -- amongAthem'severg} people who now live
in this house. My four boys played it. I.cgéched it. And
Barbara -- well, back then there were tené of thousands of Texas
kids in Little League. And I'll confess: There were times when
I thought Barbaré Bush was car-pooling them all.

So, you see: Like you, I kggg what makes Little League so
special. It's a feeling of sportsmanship. And generosity. And
teamwork. A feeiing of family -- fathers and daughters, mothers
and sons.

Around the globe, this feeling is bringing kids of all ages
together‘-- this year alone, more than 2,500,000 players in 33
Nations; and 750,000 adult volﬁnteers. They're learning -- or
relearning -- the values of "Doing unto others," and doing your
best. And in the proceés, learning why perhaps nothing is more
American than Little League Baseball.

Over the next week, I'm going to be in several of those
countries for the annual Economic Summit. And while there, I'm

going tb have the pleasure of officially importing to Poland the .

.program which helped produce such Americans as Bill Bradley, Tom

Selleck, and Discovery astronaut George Nelson.
Little League came to Poland only earlier this year. But

already, it has more than 1,000 players. And I know thousands

more will come to love the game of champions. Champions like two

Polish-Americans I'd like to salute today: Stan Musial, here to
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my left, one of the greatest hitters who ever lived. .And let me
also mention my good friend CarigYastrzemski. Numﬁer Eight.
Boston Red Sox. And who 16 days from now will become the first
forﬁer Little Leaguer inducted into baseball's Hall of Fame.

| Yaz knew -- so did Stan The Man -- and so will the kids in
Poland -- how baseball is that most democratic of sports [PAUSE]
. . . Of course, it's also the most republican. For in baseball

-- in Little League -- all that matters is the size of your

gggzg,.and of your dreans.

Ask these youngsters here. On the field, some dream of
becoming another George Brett, a former Little Leaguer. Others
may dazzie"em'with their glovework -- good-field, no-hit [PAUSE]
. . . believe me, I'm an expert{ Still others dream of being a
big-league pitcher like Little League alumni Orel ﬁershiser and-

Nolan Ryan. If so, remember Lefty Gomez's secret of pitching

‘success: "It's easy -- clean living and a fast outfield.”

Yes, dreams are the essence of America, and of baseball.
And Little League can propel those dreams. But in the end, what

matters is how we conduct ourselves off as well as on the field.

And that's where Little League really connects::. By building

courage and character, it belts a grand-slam home run.

That first year of Little League -- 1939 -- future Hall of
Fame manager Joe McCarthy observed: "Give a boy a bat and a ball
and a place to play, and he'll be a good citizen."

My friends, Little League is America's Ambassador of

Goodwill. And I am truly delighted to salute its golden
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anniversary. .Thank you for coming, God bless you, and God bless
America. And let me leave you.ﬁith two of the most beautiful
words in any language: "Play ball."
# # # #



REMARKS: LITTLE LEAGUE
SOUTH LAWN
FRIDAY, JuULY 7, 1989
2:00 p.M.

Dr. HALE, MRr. Keeng, BILL SHEA, STAN MuszaL, Mzke
SCHMIDT, BRrooks RoBIinsoN, Joe MorGaN, JIM PALMER, Gary
CARTER, TED SIZEMORE, LITTLE LEAcuE PLAYERS, COACHES,
AND OFFICIALS, FELLOW FANs,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

JULY 6,:1989
- INFORMATION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEFT
THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON W~
. FROM: CURT SMITH M :
SUBJECT: JULY 7 LITTLE LEAGUE EVENT
I.  SUMMARY
On Friday, July 7, at 2 p.m., you will address South ILawnh ceremonies .-
marking the 50th anniversary of Little Ieague Baseball. More than
4,000 Little League players, coaches, and officials will attend -- as
will former and current big-league players Stan Musial, Gary Carter,
Joe Morgan, Mike Schmidt, Brooks Robinson, and Jim Palmer.
IT. DISCUSSION

The enclosed remarks include your comments. Please note that cards

1, 4, 15, and 17 incorporate late changes. Respectively: Detailed
acknowledgements; Bill Shea will attend; Brooks Robinson and Joe Morgan
will also be there; and you will present Iouisville Slugger bats to.
Creighton Hale and Jack Lundy at the conclusion of your remarks.
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“REMARKS: LITTLE LEAGUE
SOUTH LAWN
FRIDAY, JULY 7, 1989
2:00 p. M.

DrR. HALE, MR. KEENE, BILL SHEA, StaN MusiAL, MIKE
ScHMIDT, BROOKS ROBINSON, JoE MOrRGAN, JIM PALMER, GARY
CARTER, / LITTLE LEAGUE PLAYERS, COACHES, AND OFFICIALS,

FELLOW [FANS.

Ted Sizewers,

s

-2 -

I WANT TO WELCOME YOU TO THE WHITE HOUSE, WHERE
TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF LITTLE
LEAGUE BASEBALL. AND IN THAT SPIRIT, LET ME RECALL A
STORY ABOUT A BASEBALL GREAT.

FORTY-TWO YEARS AGO, THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS HELD A
"YocI BERRA DAY" FOR ITS NATIVE SON AND YANKEES

CATCHER. AND AS USUAL, THE NOTED PHILOSOPHER PROVED
"EQUAL TO THE OCCASION.
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Yoe: BEGAN HIS REMARKS BY SAYING, "My FRIENDS, I

WANT TO THANK ALL THE PEOPLE WHO MADE THIS NIGHT

]
NECESSARY. WELL, My FRIENDS, I WANT TO THANK ALL OF
YOU FOR MAKING THIS DAY NECESSARY.

FIRST, LET ME saLuTE THE MORE THAN 4§ 000 LITTLE

’LEAGUERS WHO ARE WITH US THIS AFTERNOON. AND THANKS
'

T
00, TO THE SEVEN BUSLOADS OF PENNSYLVANIANS WHO CAME

D
OWN HERE TODAY. I HEAR THEY'VE RENAMED ROUTES 15 AnD
n
83 THE WILLIAMSPORT EXPRESS."

o
' !
-4 -

I ALSO WANT TO THANK CREIGHTON HALE, THE PRESIDENT
OF LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL. AND MY FRIEND BILL SHEA,
THE PRESIDENT OF THE LITTLE LEAGUE FOUNDATION. AND

'SUCH VETERAN OFFICIALS AS Luke LAPorTA [LA POR TAl,

BEVERLY GRAY, JOHN LINDENMUTH, AND FRED CRABTREE. AND
A SPECIAL TIP OF THE CAP TO JAcCK Lunpy [LUN peel.
FIFTY YEARS AGO, JACK SPONSORED THE VERY FIRST LITTLE
LEAGUE TEAM. AND TODAY, HE'S STILL CONTRIBUTING TO

AMERICA'S LOVE AFFAIR WITH BASEBALL.
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FdR ME, THIS AFFAIR HAS BEEN A LIFELONG PASTIME.
FOR LIKE THESE LITTLE LEAGUERS, I PLAYED BASEBALL WHEN
I was A KID. FOLLOWED THE GAME -- MEMORIZED THE BOX
SCORES. AND MY FAVORITE PLAYER WAS LoU GEHRIG OF THE
NEw YORK YANKEES.

SOME TIME LATER, I WENT TO COLLEGE. BATTED
EIGHTH -- YOU KNOW -- SECOND CLEAN-UP HITTER. AND IT
WAS THERE -- AT YALE UNIVERSITY -- THAT ANOTHER YANKEE
HERO HAD AN IMPACT ON MY LIFE.

-6 -
ONE DAY IN 1948, BABE RUTH CAME TO PRESENT HIS PAPERS.
AND I RECEIVED HIS PAPERS ON YALE'S BEHALF.

I'LL NEVER FORGET THAT MOMENT. NOR THE DAY, ONE
YEAR EARLIER, WHEN THE BABE, NOW DYING OF CANCER, TOLD
THE CROWD AT YANKEE STADIUM: "YOU KNOW, THE ONLY REAL
GAME IN THE WORLD, I THINK, IS BASEBALL . . . YOU'VE
GOT TO START FROM WAY DOWN, WHEN YOU'RE SIX OR SEVEN
YEARS OLD. AND IF . . . YOU TRY HARD ENOUGH,'YOU'RE
BOUND TO COME OUT ON TOP."
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MY FRIENDS, IN THAT UNFORGETTABLE SPEECH,
SURROUNDED BY THE KIDS HE LOVED, BABE RUTH DEFINED WHY
LxTTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL HAS“BECOME AN AMERICAN --
INDEED, INTERNATIONAL -- INSTITUTION.

IT ALL STARTED -- JACK, YOU'LL REMEMBER THIS --
WITH BARELY THREE DOZEN PLAYERS, AND A HANDFUL OF ADULT

VOLUNTEERS, IN WILLIAMSPORT. UNIFORMS FOR ALL THREE
TEAMS COST $35 AT THE LOCAL STORE.

- 8 -
AND THAT FIRST DIAMOND HAD BASES MADE OF OLD FEED BAGS
STUFFED WITH STRAW.

WELL, SINCE THEN LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL HAS GROWN
INTO THE WORLD'S LARGEST ORGANIZED YOUTH SPORTS
PROGRAM.

AT LAST COUNT, MORE THAN 20 MILLION YOUNGSTERS HAVE
PLAYED IN LITTLE LEAGUE. AND COUNTLESS OTHER AMERICANS
HAVE SERVED AS ADULT VOLUNTEER HELPERS -- AMONG -THEM
SEVERAL PEOPLE WHO NOW LIVE IN THIS HOUSE.
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MY FOUR BOYS PLAYED IT. I COACHED IT. AND BARBARA --
WELL, BACK THEN THERE WERE TENS OF THOUSANDS OF TEXAS
KIDS IN LITTLE LEAGUE. AND I'LL CONFESS: THERE WERE
TIMES WHEN I THOUGHT BARBARA BUSH WAS CAR-POOLING THEM
ALL. NOT MANY NON-BASEBALL PLAYERS COULD PROPERLY
SCORE A BASEBALL GAME. WELL, BARBARA BUSH DID THAT TO
PERFECTION, INNING AFTER INNING.

S0, you See: LiIke you, I KNOW WHAT MAKES LITTLE
LEAGUE SO SPECIAL. IT'S A FEELING OF SPORTSMANSHIP.

- 10 -
AND GENEROSITY. AND TEAMWORK. A FEELING OF FAMILY --
FATHERS AND DAUGHTERS, MOTHERS AND SONS.

AROUND THE GLOBE, THIS FEELING IS BRINGING KIDS OF
ALL AGES TOGETHER -- THIS YEAR ALONE, MORE THAN
2,500,000 pPLAYERS IN 33 NATIONS, AND 750,000 ApuLT
VOLUNTEERS. THEY'RE LEARNING -- OR RELEARNING -- THE
VALUES OF "DOING UNTO OTHERS," AND DOING YOUR BEST.
AND IN THE PROCESS, LEARNING WHY PERHAPS NOTHING IS
MORE AMERICAN THAN LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL.
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OVER THE NEXT WEEK, I'M GOING TO BE IN SEVERAL OF
THOSE COUNTRIES FOR THE ANNUAL ECONOMIC SuMMIT. AND
WHILE THERE, I'M GOING TO HAVE THE PLEASURE OF
OFFICIALLY HELPING IMPORT TO POLAND THE PROGRAM WHICH
HELPED PRODUCE SUCH AMERICANS AS BriLL BraDLEY, ToM
SELLECK, AND DISCOVERY ASTRONAUT GEORGE NELSON.

LITTLE LEAGUE CAME TO POLAND ONLY EARLIER THIS
YEAR. BUT ALREADY, IT HAS MORE THAN 1,000 PLAYERS.

- 12 -
AND I KNOW THOUSANDS MORE WILL COME ToO LOVE THE GAME OF
CHAMPIONS. CHAMPIONS LIKE TWO POLISH-AMERICANS I'p
LIKE TO SALUTE TODAY: STAN MUSIAL, wHO IS HERE IN THE
AUDIENCE -- ONE OF THE GREATEST HITTERS WHO EVER LIVED.
AND LET ME ALSO MENTION MY FRIEND CARL YASTRZEMSKI.
NumBer ExGHT. BosTonN Rep Sox. AND wHO 16 DAYS FRoM

NOW WILL BECOME THE FIRST FORMER LITTLE LEAGUER
INDUCTED INTO BASEBALL'S HALL oF FAME.
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LET ME CONSULT MY HANDY POCKET-SIZE BOOK OF

sTaTistics [PAUSE] . . . MusiAL, Stan [PAUSE] . . .
LET's SEe, YAsTRzemskr, CAarL [PAUSE] . . .

YAZ KNEW -~ SO DID STAN THE MAN -- AND SO WILL THE
KIDS IN POLAND ~- HOW BASEBALL IS THAT MOST DEMOCRATIC
oF sPORTS [PAUSE] . . . OF COURSE, IT'S ALSO THE MOST
REPUBLICAN. FOR IN BASEBALL -- IN LITTLE LEAGUE -- ALL
THAT MATTERS IS THE SIZE OF YOUR HEART, AND OF YOUR

DREAMS.

Tt T ’ i R --
0 -
:

!

—_——— - el
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AsK THESE YOUNGSTERS HERE. ON THE FIELD, SOME
DREAM OF BECOMING ANOTHER MIKE SCHMIDT OR GARY CARTER,
FORMER LITTLE LEAGUERS. OTHERS MaY DAZZLE 'EM WITH
THEIR GLOVEWORK -- GOOD-FIELD, NO-HIT [PAUSE] . . .
BELIEVE ME, I'M AN EXPERT. STILL OTHERS DREAM OF BEING
A BIG-LEAGUE PITCHER LIKE LITTLE LEAGUE ALUMNI JIM
PALMER AND NoLAN Ryan. IF SO, REMEMBER LEFTY GOMEZ'S
SECRET OF PITCHING SUCCESS: "IT'S EASY -- CLEAN LIVING
AND A FAST OUTFIELD."



Aave

- 15 - (/’l |

OF COURSE, A GREAT INFIELD ALSO HELPS: ASK ‘W46 OTHER
MEN WHO ARE WITH US: BROOKS:ROBINSON)AND JOE MORGAullijl

YES, DREAMS ARE THE ESSENCE OF AMERICA, AND OF 5ﬁ§“@¢‘
BASEBALL. AND LITTLE LEAGUE CAN PROPEL THOSE DREAMS.
BUT IN THE END, WHAT MATTERS IS HOW WE CONDUCT
OURSELVES OFF AS WELL AS ON THE FIELD. AND THAT'S
WHERE LITTLE LEAGUE REALLY CONNECTS: BY BUILDING

COURAGE AND CHARACTER, IT BELTS A GRAND-SLAM HOME RUN.

B A |
N
A .
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THAT FIRST YEAR OF LITTLE LEAGUE -- 1939 -- FUTURE
HALL oF FAME MANAGER JoE MCCARTHY OBSERVED: "GIVE A
BOY A BAT AND A BALL AND A PLACE TO PLAY, AND YOU'LL
HAVE A GOOD CITIZEN."

My FRIENDS, LITTLE LEAGUE IS AMERICA'S AMBASSADOR
OF GOODWILL. AND I AM TRULY DELIGHTED ToO SALUTE ITS
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY. THANK YOU FOR COMING, AND LET ME

LEAVE YOU WITH TWO OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WORDS IN ANY
LANGUAGE: "PLAYy BALL." [PAUSE]
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AND Now, wouLbd DR. HALE AND JACK LUNDY PLEASE STEP
FORWARD. CREIGHTON, PLEASE ACCEPT THIS BAT ON BEHALF
oF LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL. AND, JACK, YOUR BAT MARKS A
HALF-CENTURY OF SERVICE TO ALL THAT LITTLE LEAGUE

EMBODIES. GOD BLESS YOU ALL AND GOD BLESS AMERICA.
# # # #




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

mnon nn

JULY 5, 1989

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH:  CHRISS WINSTON C\A)

FROM:

CURT SMITH

SUBJECT: LITTLE LEAGUE 50TH ANNIVERSARY

IT.

SUMMARY

On Friday, July 7, at 1 p.m., you will speak at South Lawn cerermonies
marking the 50th anniversary of Little League Baseball. More than 4,000
Little Leaguers are expected to attend, as well as busloads of Little
League coaches and officials from Williamsport, Pennsylvania, the program's
birthplace. Stan Musial will also be at the ceremonies.

DISCUSSION

The enclosed remarks define what Little League Baseball has meant to
America, and how it has grown to become the largest organized youth sports
program in the world. The text makes reference to your love of the game,
and how next week you will officially bring Little League Baseball to Poland,
the 33rd country to introduce the program.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LITTLE, LEAGUE
SOUTH LAWN ,
FRIDAY, JULY 7, 1989

Doctor Hale, Little League officials, Stan Musial, Bbys and
girls, Fellow fans.

I want to welcome you to the White House, where today we
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Little League Baseball. And in
that spirit, let me recall a story about a baseball great.

Thirty-five years ago, the City of St. Louis held a "Yogi
Berra Day" forAits native son and Yankees catcher. And as usual,
the noted philosopher proved equal to the occasion.

Yogi began his remarks bj saying, "My friends,.I.want to
thank all the people who made this night necessary." Well, my
friends, I want to thank all of you for making this day
‘necessary.

First, let me salute the more than 4,000 Little Leaguers who
_are with us this afternoon. And thanks, too, to the seven
busloads of Pennsylvanians who came down here today. I hear
they've renamed Routes 15 and 83 "The Williamsport Express."

.I also want to thank Creighton Hale, the President of Little
League Baseball. And such veteran officials as Luke LaPorta [La
POR ta;, Beverly Gray, John Lindenmuth, and Fred Crabtree. And a

special tip of the cap to Jack Lundy [LUN dee]. Fifty years ago,
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Jaék sponsored the very first,Little League team. And today,
he's still contributing to America's love affair with baseball.

For me, this affair has been a lifelong.pastime. For like
these Little Leéaguers, I played baseball when I was a kid.
Followed the game -- memorized the box scores. And my favorite
player was Lou Gehrig of the New Yofk Yankees.

Some time later, I went to college. Batted eighth -- as I
put it, second clean-up hitter. And it was there -- at Yale
University -- that another Yankee hero had an impact oﬁ my life.
One day in:1948, Babe Ruth came to present his papers. And since
I was team captain, I received his papers on Yale's behalf.

I'll never forget that moment. Nor the day, one year
earlier, when the Babe, now dying of cancer, told the crowd at
Yankee Stadium: "You know, the only real game'in thé world, I
thiﬁk, is baseball . . . You've got to start from way down, when
you're six or seven years old. And if . . . you try hard enough,
you're bound to come out on top." .

My friends, in that unforgettable speech, surrounded by the
kids he loved, Babe Ruth defined why Little League Baseball has
become an Americaﬁ'-- indeed, international -- institution.

It all started -- Jack, you'll remember this -- with barely .
three dozen players, and a handful of adult volunteers, in
Williamsport. Uniforms for all three teams cost $35 at the local
store. And that first diamond had bases made of old feed bags
stuffed with straw.

Well, since then Little League Baseball has grown into the

world's largest organized youth sports program.
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At last count, more than 20 million youngsters have played
in Little Leagque. And countless other Americans-haVe served as
adult volunteer helpers -- among'fhem several people who now live
in this house. My four boys played it. I c;éched it. And
Barbara»-— well, back then there were tens of thousands of Texas
kids in Little League. And I'll confess: There were times when
I thought Barbara Bush was car-pooling them all.

So, you see: Like you, I know what makes Little League so
special. 1It's a feeling of sportsmanship. And generosity. And
teémwork. A feeling of family =-- fathers and daughters, mothers
and sons.

Around the globe, this feeling is bringing kids of all ages

together -- this year alone, more than 2,500,000 players in 33
Nations, and 750,000 adult volunteers. They're learning -- or
relearning -- the values of "Doing unto others," and doing your

“best. And in the process, learning why perhaps nothing is more

Américan than Little League Baseball.

Over the next week, I'm going to be in several of those
countries for the annual Economic Summit. And while there, I'm
going'to have the pleasure of officially importing to Poland the
program which helped produce such Americans as Bill Bradley, Tom
Selleck, and Discovery astronaut George Nelson.

Little League came to Poland only earlier this year. But
already, it has more than 1,000 players. And I know thousands
more will come to love the game of champions. Champions like two

Polish-Americans I'd like to salute today: Stan Musial, here to
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my left, one of the greatest hitters who ever lived. And let me
also mention my good friend Cari.Yastrzemski. Number Eight.
Boston Red Sox. And who 16 days from now w;%; become the first
former Little Leaguer inducted into baseball's Hall of Fame.

Yaz knew -- so did Stan The Man -- aﬁd so will the_kids in
Poland -- how baseball is that most democratic of sports [PAUSE]
. . . Of course, it's also the most republican. For in baseball
-- in Little League -- all that matters is the size of your
heart, and of your dreams.

Ask these youngsters here. On the field, some dream of

becoming another George Brett, a former Little Leaguer.. Others

‘may dazzle 'em with their glovework -- good-field, no-hit [PAUSE]

. + . believe me, I'm an expert. Still others dream of being a
big-league pitcher like Little LeagueAalumni Orel Hershiser and
Nolan Ryan. If'so, remember Lefty Gomez's secret of pitching
success: "It's easy -- clean living and a fast outfield.”

Yes, dreams are the essence of America, and of baseball.
And Little League can propel those dreams. But in the end, what
matters is how we conduct ourselves off as well as on the field.
And that's where Little League really connects; By building
courage. and charactér, it belts a grand-slam home run. |

That first year of Little League -- 1939 -- future Hall of
Fame manager Joe McCarthy observed: "Give a boy a bat and a ball
and a place to play, and he'll be a good citizen."

My friends, Little League is America's Ambassador of

Goodwill. And I am truly delighted to salute its golden
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anniversary. Thank you for coming, God bless you, and God bless
America. And let me leave you ﬁith two of the most beautiful
words in any language: "Play ball."

# # % #
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JULY 5, 1989

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON C‘JJ

FROM: CURT SMITH
SUBJECT': LITTLE LEAGUE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
I, SUMMARY

IT.

On Friday, July 7, at 1 p.m., you will speak at South Lawn ceremonies
marking the 50th anniversary of Little League Baseball. More than 4,000
Little Leaguers are expected to attend, as well as busloads of Little
League coaches and officials from Williamsport, Pennsylvania, the program's
birthplace. Stan Musial will also be at the ceremonies.

DISCUSSION

The enclosed remarks define what Little League Baseball has meant to
America, and how it has grown to become the largest organized youth sports
program in the world. The text makes reference to your love of the game,
and how next week vou will officially bring Little League Baseball to Poland,
the 33rd country to introduce the program.
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PRESIDENTIAL_REMARKS:

LITTLE (LEAGUE
SOUTH LAWN

FRIDAY, JULY 7, 1989

Doctor Hale, Little League officials, Stan Musial, Boys and
girls, Fellow fans.

I want to welcome you to the White House, where today we

celebrate the 50th anniversary of Little League Baseball.

And in
that spirit, let me recall a story about a baseball great.

Thirty-five years égo, the City of St. Louis held a "Yogi
Berra Day" for its native son and Yankees catcher.

And as usual,
the noted philosopher proved equal to the occasion.

Yogi begén his remarks by saying, "My friends, I want to

thank all the people who made this night necessary." Well, my
friends, I want to thank all of you for making this day
necessary.

First, let me salute the more than 4,000 Little Leaguers who
are with us this afternoon.

And'thanks, too, to the geven
busloads of Pennsylvanians who came down here today}

I hear
they've renamed Routes 15 and 83 "The Williamsport Express."

I also want to thank Creighton Hale, the President of Little
League Baseball.

And such veteran officials as Luke LaPorta [La
POR ta], Beverly Gray, John Lindenmuth, and Fred Crabtree. And a
special tip of the cap to Jack Lundy [LUN dee]. Fifty years ago,
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Jack sponsored the very first Little League team. And today,
he's still contributing to America's love affair with baseball.

For me, this affair has beeﬁ a lifelong pastime. For like
these Little Leaguers, I played baseball whé;‘I was a kid.
Followed the game -- memorized the box scores. And my favorite
player was Lou Gehrig of the New York Yankees.

Some time later, I wenf to college. Batted eighth -- as I
put it, second clean-up hitter. And it was there -- at Yale
University -- that another Yankee hero had.an impact on my life.
One day in 1948, Babe Ruth came to present his papers. And since
I was team captain, I received his papers on Yale's behalf.

I'll never forget that moment. Nor the day, one year
earlier, when the Babe, now dying of cancer, told the crowd at
Yankee Stadium: "You know, the only real game in the world, I
think, is baseball . . . You've got to start from way'down, when
you're six or seven years old. And if . . . you try hard enough,
you're bound to come out on top."

My friends, in that unforgettable speech, surrounded by the
kids he loved, Babe Ruth defined‘why Little League Baseball has,
become an American -- indeed, international -- institution.

It all started -- Jack, you'll remember this -- with barely
three dozen players, and a handful of adult volunteers, in
Williamsport. Uniforms for all three teams cost $35 at the local
store. And that first diamond had bases made of old feed bags
stuffed with straw.

Well, since then Little League Baseball has grown into the

world's largest organized youth sports program.
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At last count, more than 20 million youngsters have played
in Little League. And countless other Aﬁericans have served as
adult volunteer helpers -- among'them several people who now live
in this house. My four boys played it. I a;éched it. And
Barbara -- well, back then there were tens of thousands of Texas
kids in Little League. And I'll confess: There were times when
I thought Barbara Bush was car-pooling them all.

So, you see: Like yéu, I know what makes Little League so
special. It's a feeling of sportsmanship. And generosity. And
teamwork. A feeling of family -- fathers and daughters, mothers
and sons.

Around the globe, this feeling is bringing kids of all ages
together -- this year alone, more than 2,500,000 players in 33
Nations, and 750,000 adﬁlt vclﬁnteers. They;re learning -- or
relearning -- the values of "Doing unto others," and doing your
best. And in the procesé, learning why perhaps nothing is more
American than Little League Baseball.

Over the next week, I'm going to be in several of those
countries for the annual Economic Summit. And while there, I'm
going to have the pleasure of officially importing to Poland the
program which helped produce such Americans as Bill Bradley, Tom
Selleck, and Discovery astronaut George Nelson.

Little League came to Poland only earlier this year. But
already, it has more than 1,000 players. And I know thousands
more will come to love the game of champions. Champions like two

Polish-Americans I'd like to salute today: Stan Musial, here to
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my left, one of the greatest hitters who ever lived. And let me

also mention my good friend Carl Yastrzemski. Number Eight.

Boston Red Sox. And who 16 days from now will become the first

D

- former Little Leaguer inducted into baseball's Hall of Fame.

Yaz knew -- so did Stan The Man -- and so will the kids in
Poland -- how baseball is that most democratic of sports [PAUSE]
. . .oOf course, it's also the most republican. For in baseball
-- in Little League -- all that matters is the size of your
Qgg;;, and of your dreamé.

Ask these youngsters here. On the field, some dream of
becoming another George Brett, a former Little Leaguer. Others
may dazzle 'em with their glovework -- good-field, no-hit [fAUSE]
. « » believe me, I'm an expert. Still others dream of being a
big-league pitcher like Little League alumni Orel Hershiser and

Nolan Ryan. If so, remember Lefty Gomez's secret of pitching

-success: "It's easy -- clean living and a fast outfield."

Yes, dreams are the essence of America, and of baseball.
And Little League can propel those dreams. But in the end, what
matters is how we conduct ourselves off as well as on the field.

And that's where Little League really connects: By building

.courage and character, it belts‘é grand-slam home run.

That first year of Little League -- 1939 -- future Hall of
Fame manager Joe McCarthy observed: "Give a boy a bat and a ball
and a place to play, and he'll be a good citizen.™"

My friends, Little Leagque is America's Ambassador of

Goodwill. And I am truly delighted to salute its golden
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anniversary. Thank you for coming, God bless you, and God bless
America. And let me leave you Qith two of the most beautiful
" words in any language: "“Play ball."
| o4 4 4
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Please forward your comments/recommendations directly to Chriss Winston

(Ext. 2930, Rm. 122), with an info copy to me, no later than
2:00 PM, WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 1989. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

L‘ < & d Y
James W, Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LITTLE LEAGUE
' SOUTH LAWN
FRIDAY, JULY 7, 1989

Docﬁor Hale, Little Leégue officials, Stan Musial and Carl
Yastrzemski, Boys and girls, Fellow fans.

I want to welcome you to the White House, where today we
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Little League Baseball.‘ And in
that spirit, let me recall a story about a baseball great.

Thirty-five years ago, the City of St. Louis held a "Yogi
Berra Day" for iﬁs native son and Yankees catcher. And as usual,
the noted philosopher proved equal to the occasion.

Yogi began his remarks by saying, "My friends, I want to
thank all the people who made this night necessary." Weli, my
friendé, I want to thank all of you for making this day
necessary.

First, let me salute the nearly 4,000 Little Leaguers who

are with-us this afternoon. And thanks, too, to the seven

busloads of Pennsylvanians who came down here today. I hear
they'#e renamed Routes 15 and 83 "The Williamsport Express."

I also want to thank.Creighton Hale, the President of Little
League. And such veteran officials as Peter McGovern, Luke
LaPorta [La POR ta], Beverly Gray, John Lindenmuth, and Fred
Crabtree. And a special tip of the cap to Jack Lundy [LUN dee].

Fifty years ago, Jack Sponsored the very first Little Leagque
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team. And today, he's still contributing to America's love
affair with baseball.

For me, this affair has been é lifelong pastime. For like
these Little Leaquers, I played baseball when I was a kid.
Followed the game -- memorized the box scores. And my favorite
player was Lou Géhrig.

Some time iater, I went to college. Batted eighth -- as I
put it, second clean-up hitter. And it was there -- at Yale
Univeréity -- that another Yankee hero had an impact on my life.
One day in 1947, Babe Ruth came to present his papers. And since
I was team captain, I received his papers on Yale's behalf.

I'll never fbrget thét moment. Nor the day, __ months
earlier, when the Babe, now dying of cancer, told the crowd at
Yankee Stadium: "You know, the only real game in the world, I
think, is baseball. ([It] comes up from the youth. You've got to-
start from way down, when you're six or seven years old. And if
.« o . YOu try hard enough, you're bound to come out on top."

My friends, in that unfOrggttab;e speech, surrounded by the
kids he loved, Babe Ruth defined why Little League Baseball has
become an American -- indeed, international -- institution.

It all started -- Jack, you'll remember this -- with 36
players, and a handful of adult volunteers, in Williamsport.
Uniforms for all three teams cost $35 at thé local store. That
first diamond had bases made of old feed bags stuffed with straw.
And home plate ﬁas a piece of paper with a stone on top.

Well, sincé then Little League Baseball has grown into the

largest organized youth sports program.

\
.
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At last count, more than 20 mjillion youngsters have played
in Little League. And countless other Americans have served as
adult volunteer ﬁelpers -- among them several people who now live
in this house. My four boys played it. I coached it. Aand
Barbara -- well, back then there were tens of thousands of Texas
kids in Little League. And I'11l confess: There were times when
I thought Barbara Bush was car-pooling them all.

So, you see: Like you, I_gggg what makes Little League so
special. It's a feeling of sportsmanship. And generosity. And
teamwork. A feeling of family -- fathefs and daughters, mothers
and sons.

Around the globe, this feeling is bringing kids of all ages
together -- this year alone, more than 2,500,000 players in 33
Nations, and 750,000 adult volunteers. They'fe learhing -- or
relearning -- the values of "Doing unto others," and doing your
best. And in the process, learning why perhaps nothing is more
American than Little League Baseball.

Over the next week, I'm going to be in several of those
countries for the annual Economic Summit. And while there, I'm
goin§ to have the pleasure of officially importing to Poland the
program which helped produce such Americans as Bill Bradley, Tom
Selleck, and Discovery astronaunt George Nelson.

Little League came to Poland only earlier this year. But
already, it has more than 1,000 players. And I know thousands
more will come to love the game of champions. Champions like two

Polish-Americans here with us today: Stan Musial, one of the
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greatest hitters who ever lived. And my good friend Carl

Yastrzemski. Numbef Eight. Boston Red Sox. And who 16 days

from now will become the first former Little Leaguervinducted
into baseball's Hall of Fame.

Yaz knew -- so did Stan The Man -- and so will the kids in
Poland -- how baseball is that most democratic of sports [PAUSE]
« « « Of course, it's als§ the most republican.” For in baseball
-- in Little League -- all that matters is the size of your
heart, and of your dreams.

Ask these youngsters here. On the field, some dream of
becoming another George Brett, a former Little Leaguer. Others
may dazzle 'em with their glovework -- good-field, no-hit [PAUSE]
. « . believe me, I'm an expert. Still others dream of being a
big-league pitcher like Little League alumni dral Héréhiser and
Nolan Ryan. If so, remember Lefty Gomez's secret of pitching
success: "It's easy -- clean living and a fast outfield."

Yes, dreams are the essence of America, and of baseball.
And Little League can propel thosé dreams. But in the end, what
matters is how we conduct ourselves off as well as on the field.
And that's where Little League really connects: By building
courage and character, it belts a grand-slam home run.

That firét year of Little League ~-- 1939 -- future Hall of
Fame manager Joe McCarthy observed: "Give a boy a bét and a ball
and a place to play, and he'll be a good citizen."

My friends, Little League is America's Ambassador of

Goodwill. And I am truly delighted to salute its golden
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anniversary. Thank you for coming, God bless you, and God bless

* America. And let me leave you with two of the most beautiful

words in any language: "“Play ball."
# # # #
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(e At last count more than 2Q_m111;_n youngsters have played
“in Little League. And countless other Americans have served as /
adult volunteer heloets -- among them several people who now live
in this house. fogour boys played it. I coached it. And
Barbara -- well, back then there were tens of thousands of Texas
kids in Little League. And I'll confess: There were timee when
I thought Barbara Bush was car-pooling them all.

So, you see: Like you, I know what makes Little League so

special. It's a feeling of sportsmanship.‘' And generosity. And

teamwork. A feeling of family -- fathers and daughters, mothers

and sons.

Around the globe, this feeling is bringing kids of all ages

—
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_.‘Nations, and 750,000 adult volunteers. They're learning -- or
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Yes, dreams are the essence of America, and of baseball.
And Little League can propel those dreams. But in the end, what
?‘ matters ‘is how we conduct ourselves off as well as on the field.
And that's where Little League really connects: By building

courage and character, it belts a grand-slam home run. _
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annive)rsary. Thank you for coming, God bless you, and God bless
America. And let me 1eavé you with two of the most beautiful
words -in any language: "Play ball."
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: PATRICIA MACK BRYAN R%g
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Little League

Pursuant to James W. Cicconi's staffing request of July 3, 1989
Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential

remarks. We have no legal objection to the contents of these
remarks.

’

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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Please forward your comments/recommendations directly to Chriss Winston
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Doctor Hale, Little League officials, Stan Musial and Carl
Yastrzemski, Boys and girls, Fellow fans.

I want to welcome you to the White House, where today we
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Little League Baseball. And in
that‘spirit, let me recall a story about a baseball great.

Thirty-five years ago, the City of St. Louis held a "Yogi
Berra Day" for its native son and Yankees catcher. And as usual,
the noted philosopher proved equal to the occasion.

Yogi began his remarks by saying, "My friends, I want to
thank all the people who made this night necessary." Well, my
friends, I want to thank all of you for making this day
necessary.

First, let me salute the nearly 4,000 Little Leaguers who
are with us this afternoon. And thanks, too, to the Seven
busloads of Pennsylvanians who came down here today. I hear
they've renamed Routes 15 and 83 "The Williamsport Express."

I also want to thank Creighton Hale, the President of Little
League. And such veteran officials as Peter McGovern, Luke
LaPorta [La POR ta], Beverly Gray, John Lindenmuth, and Fred
Crabtree. And a special tip of the cap to Jack Lundy [LUN dee].

Fifty years ago, Jack sponsored the very first Little League
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team. And today, he's still contributing to America's love
affair with baseball.

For me, this affair has been a lifelong pastime. For like
these Little Leaguers, I played baseball when I was a kid.
Followed the game -- memorized the box scores. And my favorite
player was Lou Gehrig.

Some time later, I went to college. Batted eighth -- as I
put it, second clean-up hitter. And it was there -- at Yale
University -- that another Yankee hero had an impact on my life.
One day in 1947, Babe Ruth came to present his papers. And since
I was team captain, I received his papers on Yale's behalf.

I'll never forget that moment. WNor the day, ___ months
earlier, when the Babe, now dying of cancer, told the crowd at
Yankee Stédium: "You know, the only real game in the world, I
think, is baseball. [It] comes up from the youth. You've got to
start from way down, when you're six or seven years old. And if
. « . you try hard enough, you're bound to come out on top."

My friends, in that unforgettable speech, surrounded by the
kids he loved, Babe Ruth defined why Little League Baseball has

become an American -- indeed, international -- institution.

It all started -- Jack, you'll remember this -- with 36
players, and a handful of adult volunteers, in Williamsport.
Uniforms for all three teams cost $35 at the local store. That
first diamond had bases made of old feed bags stuffed with straw.

And home plate was a piece of paper with a stone on top.
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At last count, more than 20 million youngsters have played

in Little League. And countless other Americans have served as
adult volunteer helpérs -- among them several people who now live
in this house. My four boys played it. I coached it. And
Barbara -- well, back then there were tens of thousands of Texas
kids in Little League. And I'll confess: There were times when
I thought Barbara Bush was car-pooling them all,.

So, ?ou see: Like you, I know what makes Little League sO
special. 1It's a feeling of sportsmanship. And generosity. And
teamwork. A feeling of family -- fathers and daughters, mothefs
and sons.

Around the globe, this feeling is bringing kids of all ages

together -- this year alone, more than 2,500,000 players in 33
Nations, and 750,000 adult volunteers. They're learning -- or
relearning -- the values of "Doing unto others," and doing your

best. And in the process, learning why perhaps nothing is more
American than Little League Baseball.

Over the next week, I'm going to be in several of those
countries for the annual Econbmic Summit. And while there, I'm
going to have the pleasure of officially importing to Poland the
program which helped produce such Americans as Bill Bradley, Tom

Selleck, and Discovery astronaunt George Nelson.
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- Stan Musial, one of the
greatess hitters who ever lived. And my good friend Carl
Yastrzéﬁski. Number Eight. Boston Red Sox. And who 16 days
from now will become the first former Little Leaguer inducted
into baseball's Hall of Fame.

Yaz knew -- so did Stan The Man -- and so will the kids in
Poland -~ how baseball is that most democratic of sports [PAUSE]
« « « Of course, it's also the most republican. For in baseball

-- in Little League

colox *:uﬁﬁm,/ﬂil that matters is the size of your
heart, and of your dreams. '

Ask these youngsters here. On the field, some dream of
becoming another George Brett, a former Little Leaguer. Others
may dazzle 'em with their glovework -- good-field, no-hit [PAUSE]
. « «» believe me, I'm an expert. Still others dream of being a
big-league pitcher like Little League alumni Oral Hershiser and
Nolan Ryan. If so, remeﬁber Lefty Gomez's secret of pitching
success: "It's easy =-- clean living and a fast outfield."

Yes, dreams are the essence of America, and of baseball.

And Little League can propel those dreams. But in the end, what

matters is how we conduct ourselves off as well as on the field.
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And that's where Little League really connects: By building
courage and character, it belts a grand-slam home run.

That first year of Little League -- 1939 -- future Hall of
Fame manager Joe McCarthy observed: "Give a boy a bat and a ball
and a place to play, and he'll be a good citizen."

My friends, Little League is America's Ambassador of
Goodwill. And I am truly delighted to salute its golden
anniversary. Thank you for éoming, God bless you, and God bless
America. And let me leave you with two of the most beautiful
words in any language: "Play ball."

# # # #
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Dr. Hale, Mr. Keene, Bill Shea, Stan Musial, Mike Schmidt,
Brooks Robinson, Jim Palmer, Gary Carter, Little League players,
coaches, and officials, Fellow fans.

I want to welcome you to the White House; where today we
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Little League Baseball. And in
that spirit, let me recall a story about a baseball great.

Forty-two years ago, the City of St. Louis held a "Yogi
Berra Day" for its native son and Yankees catcher. And as usuél,
the noted philosopher proved equal to the §ccasion.

Yogi began his remarks by saying, "My friends, I want to
thank all the people who made this night necessary." Well, my.
friends, I want to thank all of you for making this day
necessary;

First, let me salute the more than 4,000 Little Leaguers who
are with us this afternoon. And thanks, too, to the seven
busloads of Pennsylvanians who came down here today. I hear
they've renamed Routes 15 and 83 "The Williamsport Express."

I also want to thank Creighton Hale, the President of Little
League Baseball. And my friend Bill Shea, the President of the
Little League Foundation. And such veteran officials as Luke

LaPorta [La POR ta], Beverly Gray, John Lindenmuth, and Fred
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Crabtree. And a special tip of the cap to Jack Lundy [LUN dee].
Fifty years ago, Jack sponsored the very first Little League
team. And today, he's still contributing to America's love
affair with baseball. A

For me, this affair has been a lifelong pastime. For like
these Little Leaguers, I played baseball when I was a kid.
Followea the game -- memorized the box scores. And my favorite
player was Lou Gehrig of the New York Yankees.

Some time later, I went to college. Batted eighth -- you
know -- second clean-up hitter. And it was there -- at Yale
University -- that another Yankee hero had an impact on ﬁy life,.
One day in'1948, Babe Ruth came to present his papers. And I
received his papers on Yale's behalf.

I'll never forget that moment. Nor the day, one year
earlier, when the Babe, now dying of cancer, told the crowd at
Yankee Stadium: "You know, the only real game in the world, I
think, is baseball . . . You've got to start from way down, when
you're six or seven years old. And if . . . you try hard enough,
you're bound to come out on top."

My friends, in that unforgettable speech, surrounded by the
kids he loved, Babe Ruth defined why Little League Baseball has

become an American -- indeed, international -- institution.

It all started -- Jack, you'll remember this -- with barely
three dozen players, and a handful of adult volunteers, in
Williamsport. Uniforms for all three teams cost $35 at the locaL
store. And that first diamond had bases made of old feed bags

stuffed with straw.
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Well, since then Little League Baseball has grown into the
world's largest organized youth sports program.

At last count, more than 20 million youngsters have played

in Little League. And countless other Americans have served as
adult volunteer helpers -~ among them several peoéle who now live
in this house. My four boys played it. I coached it. And
Barbara -- well, back then there were tens of thousands of Texas
kids in Little League. And I'll confess: There were times when
I thought Barbara Bush was car-pooling them all. Not many non-
baseball players could properly score a baseball game. Well,
Barbara Bush did that to perfection, inning after inning.

So, you see: Like you, I know what makes Little Leagué so
special. TIt's a feeling of sportsmanship. And generosity. And
teamwork. A feeling of family -- fathers and daughters, mothers

and sons.

Around the globe, this feeling is bringing kids of all ages

together -- this year alone, more than 2,500,000 players in 33
Nations, and 750,000 adult volunteers. They're learning -- or
relearning -- the values of "Doing unto others," and doing your

best. And in the process, learning why perhaps nothing is more
American than Little League Baseball.

Over the next week, I'm going to be in several of those
countries for the annual Economic Summit. And while there, I'm
going to have the pleasure of officially helping import to Poland
the program which helped produce such Americans as Bill Bradley,

Tom Selleck, and Discovery astronaut George Nelson.
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anothef man who's with us: Brooks Robinson of the Baltimore
Orioles.

Yes, dreams are the essence of.America, and of baseball.

And Little League can propel those dreams. But in the end, what
matters is how we conduct ourselves off as well as on the field.
And that's where Little League really connects: By building
courage and character, it belts a grand-slam home run.

That first year.of Little League -- 1939 -~ future Hall of
Fame manager Joe McCarthy observed: "Give a boy a bat and a ball
and a place to play, and you'll hdve a good citizen."

My friends, Little League is America's Ambassador of
Goodwill. And I am truly delighted to salute its golden
anniversary. Thank you for coming, God bless you, and God bless
America. And let me leave you with two of the most beautiful
words in any language: "Play ball." [PAUSE]

And now, would Dr. Hale and Jack Lundy please step forward.
Creighton, please accept this bat on behalf of Little League
Baseball. And, Jack, your bat marks a half-century of service to

all that Little League embodies.

# 0+ # &
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT SALUTE TO LITTLE LEAGUE
50TH ANNIVERSARY

The South Lawn
2:04 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome to the White House. And we're
looking for the person that's in charge of the weather -- a little
warm out here -- not for you sluggers. But Doctor Hale and Mr.
Keene, my old friend Bill Shea, Stan Musial, Mike Schmidt, Brooks
Robinson, Joe Morgan, Jim Palmer, Gary Carter, Ted Sizemore, Little
League players, coaches, officials and fellow ball fans, welcome
again to the White House. For today we celebrate the 50th
anniversary of Little League baseball. (Applause.)

And in that spirit, let me recall a story about a
baseball great. Forty-two years ago, the city of St. Louis held a
Yogi Berra Day for its native son and Yankees catcher. And as usual,
the noted philosopher proved equal to the occasion.

Yogi began his remarks by saying, "My friends, I want to
thank all the people who made this night necessary." (Laughter.)
Well, I want to thank all of you for making this day necessary.

And first, let me salute the more than 4,000 Little
Leaguers who are with us here this afternoon. (Applause.) And my
special thanks to the seven busloads of Pennsylvanians who came down
. here today. I hear they've renamed Routes 15 and 83 "The
Williamsport Express." Welcome. (Applause.)

And I want to thank Mr. Hale =-- Creighton Hale, the
President of Little League Baseball, and Bill Shea, the President of
the Little League Foundation, and such veteran officials as Luke
LaPorta, Beverly Gray, John Lindenmuth, Fred Crabtree, and a special
tip of the cap to Jack Lundy. Fifty years ago Jack sponsored the
‘very first Little League team. And today, he's still contributing to
America's love affair with baseball. (Applause.)

For me, this affair has been a lifelong passtime. For
like these Little Leaguers, I played baseball when I was a kid and
followed the game and memorized those box scores and saved the ball
cards. And my favorite player, I've got to admit, was Lou Gehrig --
the former first baseman of the New York Yankees. (Applause.)

And some time later, I went to college and batted eighth
-- you know, the second clean-up hitter. And it was there at Yale
University that another Yankee hero had an impact on my life. One
day in 1948, Babe Ruth came to present his papers and I received his
papers on Yale's behalf. And I'll never forget that moment. Nor the .
-day, one year earlier, when the Babe, then dying of cancer, told the
crowd at Yankee Stadium, "You know, the only real game in the world,
I think, is baseball. You've got to start from way down, when you're
six or seven years old, and if you try hard enough, you're bound to
come out on top."

My friends, in that unforgettable speech, surrounded by
the kids he loved, Babe Ruth defined why Little League baseball has
become an American -- indeed, an international =-- institution. And
it all started -- and, Jack, you'll remember this -- with barely
three dozen players and a handful of adult volunteers in
Williamsport. -Uniforms for all three teams cost $35 at the local

MORE
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store. And that first diamond has bases made out of old feed bags
stuffed with straw.

Well, since then, the Little League has grown into the
world's largest organized youth sports program, and at last count,
more than 20 million youngsters have played in Little League, and
countless other Americans have served as adult volunteer helpers.
And among them, several people who now live in this House. My four
boys played it, I coached it, and Barbara, back there when tens of
thousands of Texas kids were in Little League, and I'll confess,
there were times when I thought Barbara was carpooling every s1ngle
one of them. (Laughter.)

And not many non-baseball players could properly score a
baseball game. Well, Barbara Bush did that =-- keeping that scorecard
on most of the games. She did it to perfection inning after inning.
And so, you see, like you, I know what makes Little League so
special. It's a feeling of sportsmanship, generosity, teamwork, a
feeling of family =-- fathers and daughters and mothers and sons --
and around the globe this feeling is bringing kids of all ages
together. This year alone, more than 2,500,000 players in 33 nations
and 750,000 adult volunteers. They're learning or relearning the
values of doing unto others and: doing your best -- and in the
process, learning why perhaps nothing is more American than Little
League Baseball.

Over the next week,.I'm going to be in several of those
countries for the annual economic summit, and while there, I'm going
to have the pleasure of officially helping import to Poland the
program which helped produce such Americans as Bill Bradley and Tom
Selleck and Discovery astronaut George Nelson.

Little League came to Poland only earlier this year, but
already it has more than a thousand players, and I know thousands
more will come to love the game of champions =-- champions like two
Polish Americans that I'd like to salute today =-- Stan Musial, who is
here in this audience standing over here. (Applause.) One of the
greatest hitters who ever lived. And let me also mention my friend
‘Carl Yastrzemski ~-- Number 8, Boston Red Sox =-- (applause) == who 16
days from now will become the first former Little Leaguer inducted
into the Baseball Hall of Fame.

So now I want to consult this handy-size book of
statistics. You guys can't live without some book like this. But
let me tell you just a little bit about it. I looked it up here

coming in here today. Stan Musial -- games -- 3,026 ball games he
played in. Lifetime batting average =-- 331. 1In 1948 -- this guy hit
376, 39 home runs -- a great champion. (Applause.)

And you want me to look up Yaz for you? Okaya

(Laughter.) Here he is. You know when he was born? I've got it
right here -- August 22, 1939.} In 1967, the guy hits 326 with 44
homers. Lifetime -- he played in a total of 3,308 games, 452 home
runs. We honor the Yaz and Stan Musial today, and I'm going to be
talking about them all over Poland about two or three days from now.
(Applause.) - T -
: Yaz knew -- and soﬁdid Stan The Man and so will those
kids in Poland -- how baseball !is the most democratic of sports.

And, of course, it's also the most Republican. (Laughter ) For, in
baseball -- in the Little League, all that matters is the size of

your heart and of your dreams.i And ask these kids about it. Ask any
of these youngsters here today.

On the field, some dream of becoming another Mike Schmidt
or another Gary Carter -- former Little Leaguers. And others may
dazzle them with their glove work -- good field, no hit. Believe me,
I'm an expert on that. And still others dream of being big league
pitchers like Little League Alumni Jim Palmer and Nolan Ryan. And if
so, remember Lefty Gomez' secret to pitching success, "It's easy --

MORE



clean living and a fast outfield."

. Of course, a great infield also helps. And ask three
other men who were with us. Brooks Robinson and Ted Sizemore and Joe
Morgan. And yes, dreams are the essence of America and of baseball
and Little League can propel -those dreams. But in the end, what
matters is how we conduct ourselves off as well as on the field.

And that's where Little League really connects by
building courage and character. It belts a grand slam home run by
doing those two things. That first year of Little League -- 1939 --
future Hall of Fame Manager Joe McCarthy observed, "Give a boy a bat
and a ball and a place to play and you'll have a good citizen."

Well, Little League is America's ambassador of good will.
Aand I am truly delighted to salute its golden anniversary.

Thank you for coming. And let me leave you with two of
the most beautiful words in any language =-- play balll (Applause.)

And now Dr. Hale and Jack Lundy please step forward.
Creighton, please accept this bat on behalf of Little League
Baseball. And Jack, your bat marks the half-century of service to
all that Little League embodies. Thank you all. Fight for your own.
Delighted to have you. Thank you all.

END 2:15 P.M. EDT



