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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 14, 1989

Memorandum to Chriss Winston
From: Jim Pinkerton

Subject: Draft Address To U.S. Attorneys

This speech is incisive, the way our crime speeches should
be, and has some terrific lines. Our most fundamental comment is
that the speech does not say anything new, and for this reason,
may miss a chance to get attention on the most salient domestic
issue -- an issue, moreover, where the public is foursquare on
our side.

As it stands now, our method in crime speeches is to
repeat, in a tone of bravado, the themes of the President's crime
package. This is effective, but we need to do more.

Our greatest comparative advantage on the crime issue is the
traditional moral and ethical principles that form the basis of
our policy: our belief that crime is based in evil; that
criminals are to blame, not society; that individual character
has everything to do with whether a person is criminal or not.

On this score, we suggest three trenchant themes, with
suggested language, that speak to our principles. They are
salient, "wedge" issues that resonate with the public, and will
lend drama and draw attention to the President's remarks and
program:

1) Stopping The War Against Women
o "A good and just society must protect all its citizens.

The war against woman must stop. A kinder and gentler
nation must watch over its most vulnerable."

2) Crime As Evil
o "Crime is not the punlshment for our society's evils.
Crime is itself evil. 4
o "Crime is committed by persons acting out of evil
motives. é}uwml
(more) M
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"The word "evil" is one that causes many to blush, as
if it were an idea that died as civilization became
more tolerant. But it is apparent everyday to the
elderly woman who has to cross the gang-controlled
streets from the bus stop to her front door."

"The solution is as much enabling people to do good, as
it is preventing them from doing evil."

Investing In Character

(o}

"We must do a better job of investing in character. We
hear a lot about what our rights are, but not about our
duties. We need to rekindle a spirit of duty, decency,
and personal responsibility."

"Only people can make this investment in character. We
won't do it by looking to the government. And we
certainly won't do by blaming injustice on abstract
social forces. But parents and teachers and civic and
religious leaders can do it. They, and probably only
they, can teach our kids right from wrong."

As the great criminologist, James Q. Wilson, has said:
'In the long run, the public interest depends on
private virtue.'"

"I'm not one who believes we can -- like some sort of

technocrat or clinician -- separate crime from broader

questions about society and society's values. For me,

the starting point in any anti-crime program is the

values that form your view of criminals and society."
~~- Fort Worth, 10/6/88

"I am hopeful about the effects that families, churches
and synagogues, and schools can have on our children by
raising them with a decent respect for their own duties
and the rights of others.

"What I have called the "Thousand Points of Light" --
the small units of society that exist to serve others,
can serve just as much in preventing crime at the
neighborhood level, and investing in the character of
our children."

(more)
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Some additional comments: /

Pg.l, paras. 5-6 First, the obvious risk in this dramatic
beginning, is that the President could be mistaken as saying
these words as a defendant in a criminal trial. If the "My
name..." sentence and the following sentence, "With words like .
these, a federal criminal trial begins," are taken alone as a &4%Hf7umg

sound-bite, which is entirely possible, then the risk of
misunderstanding is probably not worth taking. If there is some
other way that the point could be made, we suggest that as the s

safer course. N:/(‘ '

1,6,2-3 Second, is it true in the strict sense that the CWM

President and U.S. Attorneys are the only officials entitled to

utter these words? What about the Solicitor General and the

Attorney General? -- not to mention the Secretary of State and

the Ambassador to the UN. Again, caution is dictated. /ib«nnjz
Aoloe,

4,8 The Dirty Harry quote goes just beyond the acceptable bounds
of bravado. We cannot appear to be merely chest-beating on an
issue about which the public is genuinely outraged and demanding
of actions, not words. This, and the fact that quoting Dirty
Harry looks derivative, given President Reagan's famous "Make my

day," argues heavily for omitting it here.
' CW cquen
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

- June 15, 1989

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON W
FROM: EDWARD E. McNALLY QUi
SUBJECT: EAST ROOM REMARKS TO THE 94

UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS

I. SUMMARY

At approximately 10:00 a.m. on Friday, June 16, 1989, you
are scheduled to address the nation's 94 United States Attorneys.,

. II. DISCUSSION

Attached for your consideration and review are draft remarks
for your address to the U.S. Attorneys ~- who have been summoned
to Washington to hear about their important role in your
comprehensive initiative to combat violent crime.

The meeting is unprecedented in modern times. Although past
Presidents (e.g., Truman, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon and Reagan)
have often addressed this group during their annual Washington
conrerences, this appears to be the first time in anyone's memory
that they have been summoned to the White House for the sole
purpose of receiving marching orders from the President.

[{A note about the opening jokes: Following the successful -
White House Photographers dinner "model," they employ inside
jokes about popular characters among the U.S. Attorneys
themselves. Alabama's Frank Donaldson is so well-known for his
constant joke-telling that, during one speech, a recent Attorney
General called Donaldson up to the podium to do the opening jokes
for him. Similarly, Wyoming's Richard Stacy apparently begins
every comment at meetings and conferences with his signature line
-- "I'm here to represent rural America, and..."]]



(McNally/Simon)
June 15, 1989, 12:30 p.m.
Draft Six (ATTYS)

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ADDRESS TO U.S. ATTORNEYS
THE EAST ROOM
FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 1989, 10:00 A.M.

[[Thank you, Dick [[THORNBURGH]], for that Qarm
introduction. You know, it's become standard at gatherings such
as this to open with a few humorous observations. And I know you
rarely get a chance to hear any "lawyers jokes."}]

. [[Maybe I just ought to have Alabama's Frank Donaldson come
up here to tell some jokes.]]
| [[You may know I flew to Wyoming Monday. When I got off Air
Force One, Richard Stacy was there to shake my hand. - He said:
"I'm here to represent rural Ameriqa..."]] [[PAUSE]]-

Simple words. Dramatic words.

ﬁMy name is George Bush, and I represent the United Sstates.n®

With words like these, you and your Assistants begin a
federal criminal trial. It is a great and rare honor to
represent the United States, and I am honored to share that
distinction with you.

200 years ago -- a few months after becoming President --
George Washington signed tbe Act that gave birth to the offices
you hold. Tt is a distinguished tradition. And -- in the words
of a former Attorney Generél ~— you represent "one of the most
powerful peace time forces known" to man.

Peace time? Not exactly. The situation in our streets has

been aptly compared to a shooting war. That's why yoﬁ've been
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The first link is some tough new laws. Everyone here is

familiar with Title 18's Section 924(c). Well, we have asked.

Congress to do for dangerous firearms what it has wisely done for

dangerous drugs -- double the mandat&ry penalties.

As we've said, the math is simple. Anyone using a semi-
automatic for crime -- or éo much as having one on hand during a
crime -- will do an automatic 10 extra years in federal prison.
No probation. = No parole. No matter which judge they get.

And I'm asking each of you to see that this messgge is
brought to life in the streets and courtrooms of your cities and
towns. Because for these laws to be effective, we can't pPlea
bargain away the lives of our cops and kids. ‘

I want and expect that, when suspects are arrested with
serious weapons -- they will‘face serious weapons charges.

And so, last month, I directed the Attorney General to issue
guidelines to insure that -- in all but the most exceptional
cases -- all firearms offenders are pfosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law.

Those guidelines are being distributed today. And you have
been summoned to Washington to hear it from the top: No more
loopholes. No conditional surrender. No more rolls-of the dice.
If a criminal carries a gun -- all deals are off.

And when a criminal carries a gun -- and someone dies ~- he
should pay with his own life.

We're going fo up the stakes for those who calculate that

our criminal justice system is a crapshoot where the risks are
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worth the rewards. When criminals think about reaching for a
gun, they are going to know -- they are going to learn -~ that
they will do time. Hard time.

Yes, this policy may mean more trials. And I understand
that firearms cases, like narcotics cases, are not alwayé very
popular with some on the bench. But it can be done —- and, in
fact, already is being done -- even in districts with busy
dockets like the Southern District of New York, whére plea
bargains for 924 (c) violations have been banned since 1987.

And yes, we recognize that more offenders serving longer
sentences means more prison space. And here again we've matched
rhetoric with resources -- an unprecedented $1.5 billion building
prograﬁ for federal prisons»-— boosting present capacity by 80
percent.

And finally, yes, we also know how understaffed and
overworked most of your.offices already are. And we've called in
the cavalry -- federal reinforcements are on thelway. If
Congress will move -- and move quickly.

In addition to 825 new agents to investigate violent crime,

I have asked Congress to provide funding for 800 new Assistants

for your districts -- the largest one-time expansion in U.S.
history -- bolstered by an equal number of new support staff.

And we're also seeking over 150 new attorneys at this end, adding
more muscle to the Department's Criminal Division.
These forces must be marshalled effectively. ~And the

Attorney General is proposing to consolidate the Strike Forces so
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that they are led not from distant Washington, but by you -- the
commanders at the front lines.
| Of course, new laws and new manpower aren't the only tools

at your disposal. VYour leadefship on the Law Enforcement
Coordinating Committees has already produced new initiatives to
meet the challenge of violent crime. In Chicago, Tony Valukas
[[U.S. ATTY.]] has led a cooperative effort to rid the community
of dangerous offenders -- by charging gang leaders and other
repeat offenders under tough federal armed career criminal laws.

In the last two years, working together, we've jammed the
revolving door on 27 such criminals -- all are now serving life
without parole in federal prisons. And one of Tony's
counterparts, the Director of the Illinois State Police,
responded to the federal initiative by launching a Violent Crime
Task Force. Similar partnérships on violent crime are being led
by U.S. Attorneys like Benito Romano up in New York, Jay Stephens
right here in D.C., and Rob Bonner in L.A., whose promotion to
the federal district court was recently confirmed by the Senate.

And there are other innovations. To attack.the profusion of
gang and street violence, you may use some of your new slots to
recruit seasoned ADA's or others trained in prosecuting gunshot
crime. In those states where police are not protected by death
penalty provisioné, we should make full use of those federal laws
that permit the death penalty for cop-killers.

And we should always use our uniqué federal resources and

expertise to wipe out the kind of violent crime that opérates
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beyond the reach of any one state -- like the notorious E1 Rukn
[[ROO-kin]] street gang, whose members were convicted of
_conspiring with Libya to acquire military weapons for terrorist
operatidns in America.

And in addition to mj directive on plea bargaining, there's
a second important message that I ask you to bring home to your
districts: Your colleagues in state and local law enforcement
need the same tools we've pfoposed for you. Mandatory time for
weapons offenders. No plea bargaining on guns. The death
penalty for heinous crimes. And the kind.of increased resources
--. police, prosecutors, and prisons -- that ensure these vicious
thugs will be pursued, prosecuted and put away for good.

United States Attorneys are a bréed‘apart. Invariably
bright, committed, tenacious public servants.

And your efforts against violent crime are important. But
no less important than the other law enforcement-priorities that
you have so ably addressed.

And over the years, America has watched in admiration, and
sometimes awe, as the accomplishments of your offices roll across
America's television screens.

We will not tolerate the corruption of labor by organized
crime 54 as the landmark Teamsters settlement proved.

And crime is crime whether committed with a briefcase or a
gun. We will not tolerate greed over honest business. Whethef
the business is defense contracting -- Operation "T11 Wind".

Wall Street -- where you're owed congratulations on last week's
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convictions. Banking -- "Polar Cap" was the largest monéy
laundefing case in history. Or Savings and Loans -- where the
legislation we've proposed will give you the tools you need to
wipe out the financial fraud that has devastated that industry.

Nor will we tolerate civil rights violations -- as the
recent Klan convictions in Alabama prove.

And -- as the recent indictments against two major drug
gangs right here in Washington show -- we will not tolerate the
corruption of our youth by the poison they call cocaine. This
scourge will stop. |

It is easy to understand why our people are so grateful to
those of you who have sacrificed fo serve on the firing line --
. whether in court or on the streets. Day and night your "sky-
pagers" and mobile phones are active, as those you éommand
monitor court-authorized intercepts, or move undercover into the
breach.

It is exciting and principled work} an integral link in a
system of justice that rémains the envy of the world. In today's
new effort -- and in all your efforts ;- you have £helgratitude,
the respect, and the suppbrt -~ of the American people -- and of
me. BN

For your kids, for mine, for America's kids: Take back the
streets.

Thank you for coming. Godspeed in the challenges ahead.

And God bless you, your families, and the nation you work to

protect. # # #
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summoned to the White House for an assembly unprecedented in

modern times.

And I wanted you to know how strongly I feel about violent

crime in America -- and how firmly I support your efforts.
The problem today is violent crime -- what some call "blood
and thunder" -- involving high-powered weapons in the hands of a

nevw class of criminals who impose the law of the jungle out of
the barrel of a gqun.

The fundamental responsibility for protecting America's
‘streets and neighborhoods from violent crime must remain with our
cities and states. But there is an increasing and important
federal role in fighting violent crime. And when leadership is
called for, we must seize the day.

One month ago, on a somber, rainy afternoon, I stood before
the U.S. Capitol to commemorate police officers slain in the line
of duty. Many were agents of officers who had worked with you or
the prosecutors you supervise. And to honor their'sacrifice, I
called upon Congress to join me in launching a new, national
strategy -- a new partnership with America's cities and states --
to "take back the streets."

But to do that, we must réise our voices to correct an
insidious tendency: the tendency to blame crime on society

rather than on the criminal. Let me be extra clear on my own

beliefs:
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We are here today talking about crime and punishment. Good
and evil. Society doesn't cause crime. Criminals caﬁse crime.
We must hold people accountable for their actions. I said it at

the Capitol. A common sense approach to crime means criminals

;must know that:

o If they commit a crime -- they will be caught.

o And if caught -- they will be prosecuted.

o And if convicted -- they will do time.

Plain-speaking Harry Truman said it -- 37 years ago this
week -- when hé met with the U.S. Attorneys here at the White
House. He summed it up nicely: "We don't want any crooks left
6ut of jail when they do crooked things.™

Nowhere is this precept more critical than in combatting

violent crime. The killing must stop. And it must stop now.

I'm here to ask your help -- to ask you to take a leadership
role in your districts -- in helping to put away our nation's
"Most Wanted" -- the privileged class of violent, repeat and

fugitive offenders hellbent on proving that crime really does
pay.

The comprehensive plan we will send to Congress seeks to
take violent criminals off the streets with an attack on four
fronts. New laws to punish them. New agents to arrest themn.

New prosecutors to convict them. And new prisons to hold them.

All four are essential. Your role is essential. A chain is

only as strong as its ﬁeakest link.
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Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm.
122, x2930, no later than 4:00 TODAY, June 14, 1989, with an
info copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W, Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ADDRESS TO U.S. ATTORNEYS
' THE BAST ROOM
FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 1989, 10100 A.M,

[(Thank you, DRick [[THORNBURGH]}], for that warm
introduction. You know; it’e beéome standard af gatherings such
as this to open with a few humorous observations. And I know you
raielx gat a chance to hear any "lawyers Jjokes."]]

[[Maybe I just ought to have Alabama’s Frank Donaldson come
up here to tell some jokes.]] !

[[You may know I fle; to Wyoming Monday. ‘When I got off Air
Force.One, Richaéa Stacy was there to shake my hand. He Bnid;
“I'm hers to represent rural Amexica..."]] [[PAUSE]]

gimple words. Dramatic words.

&3

§'a-e_fsa

"Hy nams is Gaorge Bush, and I represent the United State!-

With words like these, a federal c¢ximinal trial begins. %ﬁﬁ
and those with whom you work Mﬁ&@

Other than the President - yoWWare the only(ﬁ"mﬁé ‘j’zg

officials entitled to utter them on American soil.

200 yesars ago -- a few months after becoming President o=
Géorge Washington signed the Act that gave birth £0 the offices
you hold, It is a diatinguished tradition. And -- in the woxds
of a former Attoxney General -- you represant "ones .0of the most
powsrful peacé time forces known" to man,

Peace time? ,Not exactly. You’ve been summoned to the White

House -~ for an assembly unprecedented in modern times ==
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precisely because the sltuation in our streets has been aptly
compared to a ‘shooting war.
And I wanted you to know how strongly I feel about violent
crime in America =~ and how firmly I support your efforts.
We are here to talk about crime and punishment. The problem

/
is violent crime ~« what some Assistants call "blood and thunder™

-- involving high-powered weapons in the hands of a new class o,///’ Tyn

crimingl g, et hamon e i a1

‘The fundamental raaponsiﬁzz‘“\\EEE\pnotecting America’s

galnst violent crim
streets and neigh?ﬁégoods remains with éir cithies and statas:

But there is an incgggiiﬁg~igéw}mgg£;ant’federal role in fighting
violent crime. And when leadership is called for, we must seize

~ the day.

ficers

One month ago, on a somber, r //n aftaxn on, I stood befors
the U.S. Capitol to commemorats p iicglflain n the line of duty.

Many were agents or officers who/had worked with you or the

prosscutors you superxvise. And tO—henmor thelr pacrifice, .I
called upon Congress to join me in launching a new, natiopnal
strategy -- a new partnership with America’s cities and states ==
to "take back the streets." | |

6ur goal ls nothing lese than an Amsrica in which law
ablding citizens aze safe -- and fesl safs. »

No prosecuter needs to he told thaﬁ, to achieve this goal,
we must hold pecple accountable for their actions, I said it at
the Capitol. - A gommon sense approach to crime means criminals

mugt know that:

ol
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e If they ¢ommit a crime -~ they will be caught.

o And 'L caught -- they will be prosecutad.

o And if convicted -~ they will do time.

Plain-gpeaking Harry Truman said it -- 37 years ago this
weak =-- when he met with the 1.5, Attorneys here at the White
Houss., He Qummed it up nicely: “We don’t want any cxooks left
out of jail when they do crooked things." |

Nowhere is this precept more critical than in combatting
yiglent cxime. The killing.muet stop. And it must atop now.

I'm here to ask your help ~-- to ask you to take a leadership
. put away .

role in your districts -- in helping tg‘frnukaqﬁour nation’s
"Most Wanted" -- the privileged class of violent, repeat and
fugitive offenders hellbent on proving that crime really does
pay.

The comprehensive plan we sent to Congress yestexday seeks
to take violent criminals off the stresets with an attack on four
{ronts. New laws Eg-punish them. . New agénta.to arrest them.

New prosecutoxs to convict them. And new prisons t¢ held them.

All four are essential. Your role is essentiél. A chaln 1is

only as strong as its weakest link,

The first link {s some tough new laws. Evexryone here is
familiar with Title 18‘g Section 924(c). Well, we have asked
Congress to do Iox dangerous firxearms what it has wisely done for
dangercus drugs -- double the mandatory penalties.

A8 we’ve said, the math is simpla. Anyone using a semiw=

automatic for crime == or so much as having one on hand during a

Y
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crime -- will .do an automatlio 10 extxa years in federal prison,
No probation. " No parole. No matter which judge they get.

And I'm asking esach of you to see that this méasage is
brought to life in the streets and courtrooms of your cities and
towns. Because for these laws to be effective, we can’t plaa
bargain away the lives of our cops and kids,

I want and expect that, when suspects ars arrested with
- serious weapzns --.they will face serious weapons Gharges.

And eo, last month, I d%ractéd the Attorney Genexal to imsue
guldelines to insure that ~= in all but exceptional cases
involving substantlal cooperation =-- all fireaxms offenders are -
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

Those guidelines ars being disuributed today. And you have
basen summoned to Washington to~hear it from the topc No moxe

locpholes. No conditional surzsnder, No mora zolls of the dica;:

If 2 criminal carxies a gun ~- all deals aze off.

And when a ¢riminal carries a gun -- and scmeons dies -~ he
must pay with his own life.
Wa're golng to up the etakes for those who calculate that

our criminal justigg.system ls a crapshoot whege the risks are
worth the rewards.
In the first Dirty Barry movie, Clint Eastwood holds his .44

hagnum on a8 San Francisco punk. The kid’s lost count of whether
Harry’'s already f£ired six shotg —- or only five.- And as the kid
debates whether to reach for ﬁis oewn gun, Harry cocks the hammer

and asks the million dollar question: [[PAUSE]]
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“Do_you feel lucky?" ([PAUSE]]

The message from the White House today, is th;t the luck of
armed criminals is about to take a very bad tuxn for the worse.
When criminals think about reaching for a gun, they are going to
know -~ they are going to lgarn ~- that they will do time, Hard
time.

Yes, this pollcy may mean more trials. And I understand
that fixearms cases, like narcotics cases, are not always verxy
popular with asome fedsral judges. * But it can be done -- and, in

- districts with
fact, already is befng done -~ even iq(Pusy dockets like ths
Southern District of New York, whers plea bargains for 924(c)
violations have been banned since 1987,

And yes, we recognize that more offenders serving longer
sentences means more priscn beds. And hers Again we’ve matched
rhetoric with resources -- an unprecedented $1.5 billion bullding

program for federal prisons -- all but doubling present capacity.

Ty 1y, yes, we also know how understaffed and

Donaert :

; t of your offlices already are. And we’ve called in
/W POT VS fedsral rxeinforcements are on the way.

e
/’Mbr.',

,q@'s/a&.,\? on to 825 new agents to investigate violent crime,
~-- -JNgress to provide funding for §Q0 new Assistants
for jour districts =-- the largest one-time expansjion. in U.8.

history =-- bolsterad by an equal number of new support staff.
And we’'re also seeking over 150 new attorneys at this end, adding

more muscle to the Department'’s Criminal Division.

w2 [ INSERT-adin]

A\



96/14-1989 17:@5  xiokk DOJ CMD CTR 633 46938 633 SoLB F.e8

Insert to bottom of page 5 of the Proposed Presidential Remarks,
to be given on Friday, June 14, to the U.S. Attorneys:

We are also moving to more effectively marshal our forces
agalnst organized predators using violence. to further
their lawless ends in our communities. The Attorney General is
proposing to consolidate the Strike Forces with the U.S.
Attorneys Offices. This consolidation will assure that the
federal law enforcement resources in each district will be
coordinated to eliminate the violent criminal organizations

disrupting our cities and towns.:
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Of courséd, new laws and new manpower aren’t the only tools

at your difP;;%éﬁ@ﬁ;&é Law Enforcement 0oordinating Committees ==
LECC'Ss - e federal progxam that coste very 1ittle and is

working very well. You each have a vital leadership role in youzr
districts -~ as the nation’s lawyers, as shapers of public
opinlon, as chaﬁpiona who speak for untold victims who are oftan
without volces oxr even namss.

Some LECC’s have already preduced new {nitiatives to meet
the challenge of violent erime. 1In Chicago, Tonx‘%ﬁézhzi [[U.S.
ATTY]) has led a cooperative effort to rid the community of
dangerous offenders == by charging gang leadars and other repeat
offenders under tough federal ammed career criminal laws.

In the last two years, they’'ve stopped the stats system’s
revolving door for 27 such criminals ~- all are now serv;ng life
without parole in federal prisons. And one of Tony’s
counterparts, the director of the Illinois State Police,

responded to the federal initiative by launching a violent cxrime

task force. Similar partnerships on violent crime ars baing led
Rob Bonner

by U.8. Attorneys likﬁ&?:&&naeenéii in L,A., Benito Romano up in .

New York, and Jay Stephens right here in D.C.
. And there are other innovations. To attack the profusion of

gang and street violence, you may use some of your new slots to

recruit se*a!uae-dowﬁgnoak'seasoned ADA’8 or others trained in

/

/
/

prosecutinq gunshot crime, In those states where police are not dﬁazjw

pxotected by death penalty provisions, we should offer federal F@éﬁ’oﬁg$>

#

pxosecution for cop-killers and other appropriate cases.

4
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And wa should always use our unique federal raeQuxcas and
expértiae to wiperEF-tho xind of violent crime that cperates
beyond the reach offany one state «- like the notorious El Rukn
[[ROO-kin]] street gang, whose members were convicted of
con?piring with Libya to acquire military weapons for terrorist
operatione in America. '

You are alse out there to rapressnt mg. And in addition to
my directive on plea bargaining, thers’s a second impoxtant
message that I ask you to bzing home to your districta: Youn ‘
colleaguea in state and local law enforcement need the sams tools
we’ve proposed for you. Mandatoxy time for weapons offenders.

No plea bargaining on guns. The death penalty for ‘heinous
crimes. And the kind of increased resources w= poiico,g'
‘prosecutors, and prisons -- that ensure these vicious thugs will
be pursuad, prosecuted and put away for good.

United States Attorneys ars a breed apart. Invaxiably
brighﬁ, committed, tenacious pﬁblic gervants., And hers in

Washington we've watched {n edmiration, and sometimes awe, as the

accomplishments of your offices roll across America’s television

sqxaens,
Operation "Ill Wind" -- the defense procﬁrement
investigatione. "Polar Cap® -- the largest money laundering case

in history., The recent Wall Street insider trading convictions.
The landmark Teamsters settlament. The Klan civil rights
convictions in Alabama. Enviroamental investigations at the

Rocky Flate nuclear weapons plant. Colombian drug lords now
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behind bacrs for life without parole. And the recont indictments:
dgainst two major drug gangs right here in Washington,

Earlier this week I flew practically acroes- the countxy and
back -- on another mission to protect our Cltizens -~ in that
case from acid rain and smog == and had some QULSt time to think
about my messaqo to you today.

And as I looked down at the villages and towns and
neighboxhoods that make up America, it was eamy to understand why
our people axe &0 grateful to those of you who have sacrificad to
serva‘%r-the firing line -- whether in court or on the 8treets.
Whils America Bleeps your "sky-pagers" and mebile phones are
active, as those you command monitos court-authorized intercepts,
or move undercéver into the breach. It is exciting and
principled work, Pn integral link in a system of'justice that
remains the envy of the world. 1In today's new effort ~= and in
all your efforts =-- you have the gratitude, the respect, and the
support -~ of the American people == and of me.

Thank you for coming, Godspeed iﬁ the challenges ahead,

And God bless you, your families, and the nation you work to’

protect.



[Insert to Justice Speech] //g7
[June 14, 1989] :

Beyond the threat of violent crime, you are also responsible for
fighting crimes such as the financial fraud that has been a major
element of the catastrophe in the savings and loan industry. The
legislation I sent to Congress in February to resolve the S&L
problem requests the most stringent penalties in this area for
any white collar crime.

Under the Senate’s version of the bill, you will be empowered to
seek criminal penalties up to four times the amount of fraudulent
gain by the defendant or loss to the financial institution,
whichever is greater. The proposed civil penalties will provide
the strictest retribution available under any civil penalty
authority. Criminal and civil sanctions will be cumulative, with
each ranging up to $1 million per day. Courts will also be
required to order forfeiture following conviction.

I have also asked for maximum sentences to be raised to twenty
years, and for a mandatory minimum sentence for first offenders
of at least 51 months in prison. And to those who have committed
criminal wrongdoing against insured institutions, let me tell you
this -- I have asked Congress to double the personnel devoted to
apprehension and prosecution. We will find you, we will
prosecute you, and you will go to jaill!

U.S. Attorneys are the front line in the battle against financial
fraud, and you will have the necessary weapons to defeat it --
substantial fines and long prison terms. Our message must get
across to the "high rollers" who gamble others’ savings dollars.
We will not tolerate reckless speculation, and we will

relentlessly pursue those who threaten the financial security of
the American people.

U
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: o/14/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 6/14/89 1:00 b
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ADDRESS TO U.S. ATTORNEYS
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTIONFYI
VICE PRESIDENT a / MCCLURE j a
SUNUNU a / NEWMAN g o
| SCOWCROFT O m) PORTER / m]
DARMAN { O  STUDDERT ( a
BATES { O  UNTERMEYER o o
BREEDEN J 0 ROGERS 0 /ﬁ
CARD o of [msTov u] Q/H
CICCOMI g off P v o
DEMAREST e 5 5 B
FITZWATER ) / o a
GRAY / a g O
HAGIN o o g a
REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm.
122, x2930, no later than 4:00 TODAY, June 14, 1989, with an
info copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W, Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



(McNally/Simon)
June 14, 1989, 11:00 a.m.
Camlt Draft Three (ATTYS)
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PRESIﬁENTIAL REMARKS: ADDRESS TO U.S. ATTORNEYS
: THE EAST ROOM
FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 1989, 10:00 A.M.

[ [Thank you, Dick [ [THORNBURGH] ], for that warm
introduction. You know, it’s become standard at gatherings such
as this to open with a few humorous observations. And I know you
rarely get a chance to hear any "lawyers jokes."]]

[[Maybe I just ought to have Alabama’s Frank Donaldson come
up here to tell some jokes. ]] £

[[You may know I flew to Wyoming Monday. When I got off Air

Force One, Richard Stacy was there to shake my hand. He said:

"I'm here to represent rural America..."]] [[PAUSE]]
imple words. Dramatic words.

"My name is George Bush, and I represent the United States."

Wwy With words like these, a federal criminal trial begins.

Other than the President -- you and your Assistants are the only
officials entitled to utter them on American soil.

200 years ago -- a few months after becoming President --
George Washington signed the Act that gave birth to the offices
you hold. It is a distinguished tradition. And —-- in the words
of a former Attorney General -- you represent "oné of the most
powerful peace time forces known" to man.

i_ ThatSs by
Peace time? Not exactly. ou’‘ve been summoned to the White

A .
House ~- for an assembly unprecedented in modern times —-
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psecisg;¥=bg2§g§ezgéeZ;}tuatiOn in our streets has been aptly

compared to a ‘shooting wa§£z
-And I wanted you to know how strongly I feel about violent
crime in America -- and how firmly I support your efforts.

We are here to talk about crime and punishment. The problem

is yviolent crime -- what some Assistants call "blood and thunder"
-~ involving high-powered weapons in the hands of a new class of
criminals who di;pense due process out of the barrel of a gun.

The fundamental responsibility for protecting America’s
streets and neighborhoods remains with our cities and states.

But there is an increasing and important federal role in fighting
violent crime. And when leadership is called for, we must seize
the day.

One month ago, on a somber, rainy afternoon, I stood before
the U.S. Capitol to commemorate police slain-in the line of duty.
Many were agents or officers who had worked with you or the
prosecutors you supervise. And to honor their sacrifice, I
called upon Congress to join me in launching a new, national
strategy -- a new partnership with America’s cities and states --
to "take back the streets." |

Our goal is nothing less than an America in which law

abiding citizens are safe -- and feel safe.

No prosecutor needs to be told thagK to achieve this goal,

we must hold people accountable for their actions. I said it at

—

' /
the Capitol. A common sense approach to crime means criminals

must know that:

(o kP
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o If they commit a crime -- they will be caught.
o And "if caught -- they will be prosecuted.

o And if convicted -- they will do time.

Plain-speaking Harry Truman said it -- 37 years ago this
week -~ when he met with the U.S. Attorneys here at the White
House. He summed it up nicely: "We don’t want any crooks left

out of jail when they do crooked things."'

Nowhere is this precept more critical than in combatting
violent crime. The killing must stop. (;nd it must stop gggf7 (94491

I'm here.to ask your help -- to ask you to take a leadership
role in your districts -- in helpiﬁg to round up our nation’s
"Most Wanted" -- the privileged class of violent, repeat and
fugitive offenders hellbent on proving that crime really does
pay.

The comprehensive plan we sent to Congress yesterday seeks
to take violent criminals off the streets with an attack on four
fronts. ikew laws to punish them. New agents to arrest them. 0
New prosecutors to convict them. And new prisons to hold them?)

All four are essential. Your role is essential. C} chain is
only as strong as its weakest linEE (}9{2{

The first link is some tough new laws. Everyone here is
familiar with Title 18’s Section 924(c). Well, we have asked
Congress to do for dangerous firearms what it has wisely done for
dangerous drugs -- Eouble the mandatory penaltiesq W

As we’ve said, the math is simple. Anyone using-a semi-

automatic for crime -- or so much as having one on hand during'a
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crime -- will _do an automatic 10 extra years in federal prison.
LYC&AZ'<£§O probation. ° No parole. No matter which judge they get:j>'

And I'm asking each of you to see that this message is
brought to life in the streets and courtrooms‘ of your cities and
towns. Because for these laws to be effective, we can’t plea
bargain away the lives of our cops and kids.

I want and expect that, when suspects are arrested with
~serious wéapons -- they will face serious weapons charées.

And so, last month, I directed the Attornéy General to issue
guidelines‘to insure that -- in all but excéptional cases
involving substantial cooperation -- all firearms offenders are
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

Thoée guidelines are being distributed today. And you have
Abeen summoned to Washington to hear it from the top: No more
loopholes. No conditional surrender. No moré rolls of the dice.

~If a criminal carries a gun -- all deals are off.

And when a criminal carries a qun -- and someone dies -- he

We're going to up the stakes for those who calculate that
our criminal justice system is a crapshoot where the risks are
worth the rewards.

In the first Dirty Harry movie, Clint Eastwood holds hisl,44
magnum on a San Francisco punk. The kid’s lost count of whether
Harry’s already fired six shots -- or only five. And as the kid
debates whether to reach for his own gun, Harry cocks the hammer

and asks the million dollar question: [[PAUSE]]
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"Do you feel lucky?" [[PAUSE]] ”90/%%éfzgéfd

The message from the White House today, is that the luck of
armed criminals is about to take a very bad turn for the worse. @Mj
When criminals think about reaching for a gun, they are going to
know -- they are going to learn -- that they will do time. Hard @?

Yes, this policy may mean more trials. And I understand Jﬁ}”;wx

that firearms cases, like narcotics cases, are not always very
Sewl B ¢4l

et beweads.
popular with some—~federal—judges. But it can be done -- and, in GV{
fact, already is being done i even in busy dockets like the ;>ﬂﬁ”
Southern District of New York, where plea bargains for 924(c)
violations have been banned since 1987.

And yes, we recognize that more offenders serving longer
sentences means more prison beds. And here again we’ve matched

it

rhetoric with resources -- an unprecedented $1.5 billion building
<
program for federal prisons ---ali—but doubling present capacity.

And finally, yes, we also know how understaffed and

overworked most of your offices already are. And we’ve called in

OC M
the cavalry --/federal reinforcements are on the wayr//’ ! Agi;aff:f:/

l/ald Vv‘fﬂ""(
In addition to 825 new agents to, investigate violent crime, %/kmﬂié

I have asked Congress to provide funding for 800 new Assistants

for your districts -- the largest one-time expansion in U.S.
history -- bolstered by an equal number of new support staff.

And we’'re also seeking over 150 new attorneys at this end, adding

more muscle to the Department’s Criminal Division.
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Of course, new laws and new manpower aren’t the only tools

atryour disposal. The Law Enforcement Coordinating Committees --
L == _are a

Seme TEEC‘s have already produced new initiatives to meet

the challenge of violent crime. 1In Chicago, Tony Valukis [[U.S;
ATTY]] has led a cooperative effort to rid the community of
dangerous offenders -- by charging gang leaders and other repeat -
offenders under tough federal armed career criminal laws.

In the last two years, they’ve stopped the state system’s
revolving door for 27 such criminals -- all are now serving life
without parole in federal prisons. And one of Tony's
counterparts, the director of the Illinois State Police,
responded to the federal initiative by launching a violent crime
task force. Similar partnerships on violent crime are being led
by U.S. Attorneys like Bill Braniff in L.A., Benito Romano up in
New York, and Jay Stephens right here in D.C.

And there are other innovations. To attack the profusion of
gang and street violence, you may use some of your new slots to
recruit or cross-designate seasoned ADA’s or others trained in
prosecuting gunshot crime. 1In those states where police are not
protected by death penalty provisions, we should offer federal

prosecution for cop-killers and other appropriate cases.
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And we should always use our unique federal resources and
expertise to wipe out the kind of violent crime thét operates
beyond the reach of any one state -- like the notorious El Rukn
[[ROO-kin]] street gang, whose members were convicted'of
conspiring with Libya to acquire military weapons for terrorist
operations in America. |

You are also out there to represent me. And in addition to
my directive on plea bargaining, there’s a second important
message that I ask you to bring home to your districts: Your
colleagues in state and local law enforcement need the same tools
we’ve proposed for you. Mandatory time for weapons offenders.
ﬁo'plea bargaining on guns. The death penalty for heinous

-crimes. And the kind of increased resources -- police,

prosecutors, and prisons -- that ensure these vicious thugs will
be pursued, prosecuted and put away for good.
United States Attorneys are a breed apart. Invariably
bright, committed, tenacious public servants. And hé;gfgéj%k(%r&&AA
- ’ézawatched in admiration, and sometimés awe, as the

. ' . Gt .
accomplishments of your offices roll across Amerieass television

screens.
investigations. "Polar Cap" -- the largest money laundering case

in history. The recent Wall Street insider trading convictions.

- Thetandmark—Teamsters—settlement- The Klan civil rights

convictions in Alabama. Eavirenmentat investigations—at—the
Recky—Fiats nuclear weapens—plant— Colombian drug lords now
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behind bars for life without parole. Ahd the recent indictments
against two major drug gangs right here in Washington.
Earliqr this week I flew practicaily across t country and

back -- on Another mission to protect our citizens -% in that

case from acid rain and smog -- and had spme quiet time to think

to you today.

And as I looked down at 6&: villages ané\powns and

neighborhoogs that make up Amer\ca, ﬁE w&é easy to understand why

about my messa

our people are so grateful to those of you who have sacrificed to

serve in the_ firing line -- whether in court or on the streets.
Z MM.W
s your "sky-pagers" and mobile phones are
lrecs
ae%iZé, as those you command monitor court-authorized intercepts,
or move undercover into the breach. It is exciting and

principled work, an integral link in a system of justice that

remains the en%y of the world. 1In today’s new effort -- and in
all your efforts -- you have the gratitude, the respect, and the
support -- of the American people -- and of me.

Thank you for coming. Godspeed in the'challenges ahead.
And God bless you, your families, and the nation you work to

protect.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 14, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
COMMUNICATION

FROM: NELSON LUN
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Address to U.S. Attorneys

At the request of James W. Cicconi, Counsel's office has reviewed
the captioned draft remarks. Our comments follow.

(1) We suggest that the sixth paragraph on the first page be
recast as follows:

"With words like these, you and your Assistants begin a u//
federal criminal trial. It is a great and rare honor

the United States, and I am honored to

istinction with you."

line of the second full paragraph on page 2, we V/
vords "dispense due process" be replaced with

the law of the jungle." pﬁywjﬂ%'
et

are aware, Counsel's office has not seen the
idelines described on page 4. We therefore
cannot assess the accuracy of the characterization in the draft/ﬁm‘j,éﬁ

remarks.
%ﬂ;‘;q

(4) The fifth full paragraph on page 4 appears to misdescribe
the Administration's death penalty proposal. As we understand
it, the Administration's proposal does not cover homicides in
general. Nor, so far as we are aware, would the proposal cover TJO
felony murders in general. Nor are we aware that the proposal

would ever require the imposition of the death penalty because of

the involvement of firearms in a crime.

(5) Pages 4-5. We question the advisability of the President's \//
suggesting that he approves of the unorthodox arrest procedure
employed by Det. Callahan in the "Dirty Harry" movie.

(6) In the second line of the fourth paragraph on page 5, we u//
suggest replacing the word "beds" with the word "space."

(7) Last paragraph on page 6. We are not aware that the
Administration has proposed legislation authorizing the use of a Lﬂ}lg{

U g
94 Fs
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federal death penalty against those charged with murdering police
officers in states that do not authorize the death penalty for
this crime. Nor is it obvious that such a proposal would be
appropriate.

Counsel's office appreciates having had the opportunity to review
these draft remarks.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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DATE: o/1a/8 Atnomoncunumo&;s;{;usnv: 6/18/85 4300 PM
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ADDRESS TO U.S. ATTORNEYS
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTIONFYI
VICE PRESIDENT a / MCCLURE } o
SUNUNU ) / NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT O O  PORTER / a
DARMAN --mmmw/j‘z:c/ O  STUDDERT ( 0
BATES " . O UNTERMEYER o o
BREEDEN J o  DOCERS ] ﬂ
CARD a / WINSTON 0
CICCONI LJ / PINKERTON _/ o
DEMAREST / a o o
FITZWATER O / Q a
GRAY / ] o g
HAGIN o o a o
REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston, Rm.
122, %2930, no later than 4:00 TODAY, June 14, 1989, with an
info copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: %@ () prrnen b=
: .

James W, Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL. REMARKS: ADDRESS TO U.S. ATTORNEYS
: THE EAST ROOM
FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 1989, 10:00 A.M,

[[Thank you, Dick [[THORNBURGH]], for that warm
introduction. You know, it‘’s become standard at gatherings such
as this to open with a few humorous observations. And I know you
rarely get a chance to hear any "lawyers jokes."]]

[[Maybe I just ought to have Alabama’s Frank Donaldson come
up here to tell some jokes.]] ‘ f

[[You may know I fle& to Wyoming Monday. When I got off Air
Force One, Richard Stacy was there to shake my hand. He said:
"I'm here to represent rural America..."]] [ [PAUSE] ]

Simple words. Dramatic words.

"My name is George Bush, and I represent the United States."

With words like these, a federal criminal trial begins.
Other than the President -- you and your Assistants are the only
officials entitled to utter them on American soil.

200 years ago -- a few months after becoming President --
George Washington signed the Act that gave birth to the offices
you hold. It is a distinguished tradition. And -- in the words
of a former Attorney General -- you represent "one of the most
'powerful peace time forces known" to man.

Peace time? Not exactly. You’ve been summoned to the White

House -- for an assembly unprecedented in modern times --



2
precisely because the situation in our streets has been aptly
compared to a ‘shooting war. .
And I wanted you to know how.strongly I feel about violent
crime in America -- and how firmly I support your efforts.
We are here to talk about crime and punishment. The problem

is violent crime -- what some Assistants call "blood and thunder"

-- involving high-powered weapons in the hands of a new class of
criminals who dispense due process out of the barrel of a gun.

The fundamentai responsibility for protecting America’s
streets and neighborhoods remains with our cities and states.
But there is an increasing and important féderal role in fighting
violent crime. And when leadership is called for, we must seize
~the day. |

One month ago, on a somber, rainy afternoon, I stood before
the U.S. Capitol to commemorate police slain in the line of duty.
Many were agents or officers who had worked with you or the
prosecutors you supervise. And to honor their sacrifice, I
called upon Congress to join me in launching a new, national
strategy -- a new‘partnership with America’s cities and states --
to "take back the streets."

Our goal is nothing less than an America in which law
abiding citizens are safe -- and feel safe.

No prosecutor needs to be told that,.to achieve this goal,

we must hold people accountable for their actions. I said it at

the Capitol. A common sense approach to crime means criminals

must know that:
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o If they commit a crime -- they will be caught.

o And if caught -- they will be prosecuted.

o And if convicted -- they will do time.
Plain-speaking Harry Truman said it -- 37 years ago this

week -- when he met with the U.S. Attorneys here at the White /y0*”f

House. He summed it up nicely: "We don’t want any crooks left /mbﬁfb ,
V-
out of jail when they do crooked things." ) ¥ ad f» 7
Nowhere is this precept more critical than in combatting ) [“K/' d}
/" f/ |
violent crime. The killing must stop. And it must stop now. 6t“yifzf‘
I'm here to ask your help -- to ask you to take a leadership ﬁéP(e
role in your districts -- in helping to rewmd—up- our nation’s nl

"Most Wanted" -- the privileged class of violent, repeat and
fugitive offenders hellbent on proving that crime really does
pay.

The comprehensive plan we sent to Congress yesterday seeks

to take violent criminals off the streets with an attack on four

fronts. New laws to punish them. New agents to arrest them.
New prosecutors to convict them. And new prisons to hold them.

All four are essential. Your role is essential. A chain is
only as strong as its weakest link.

The first link is some tough new laws. Everyone here is
familiar with Title 18's Section 924(c). Well, we have asked
Congress to do for dangerous firearms what it has wisely done for
dangerous drugs -- double the mandatory penalties.

As we’ve said, the math is simple. Anyone using a semi-

automatic for crime -- or so much as having one on hand during a
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crime -- will do an automatic 10 extra years in federal prison.
No probation. - No parole. No matter which judge they get.

And I'm asking each of you to see that this message is
brought to life in the streets and courtrooms of your cities and
towns. Because for these laws to be effective, we can’t plea
bargain away the lives of our cops and kids.

I want and expect that, when suspects are arrested with
serious weapons -- they will face serious weapons charges.

And so, last month, I directed the Attorney General to issue
guidelines to insure that -- in all but exceptional cases
involving substantial cooperatibn -- all firearms offenders are
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

Those guidelines are being distributed today. And you have
been summoned to Washington to hear it from the top: No more
loopholes. No conditional surrender. No more rolls of the dice.
If a criminal carries a gun -- all deals are off.

And when a criminal carries a gun -- and someone dies -- he
must pay with his own life.

We’'re going to up the stakes for those who calculate that
our criminal justice system is a crapshoot where the risks are
worth the rewards.

In the first Dirty Harry movie, Clint Eastwood holds his .44
magnum on a San Francisco punk. The kid’s lost count of whether
Harry'’'s already fired six shots -- or only five. And as the kid
debates whether to reach for his own gﬁn, Harry cocks the hammer

and asks the million dollar question: [[PAUSE]]
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"Do you feel lucky?" [[PAUSE]]

The message from the White House today, is that the luck of
armed criminals is about to take a very bad turn for the worse.
When criminals think about reaching for a gun, they are going to
know -- they are going to learn -- that they will do time. Hard
time.

Yes, this policy may mean more trials. And I understand
that firearms cases, like narcotics cases, are not always very
popular with some federal judges. But it can be done -- and, in
fact, already is being done -- even in busy dockets like the
Southern District of New York, where plea bargains for 924 (c)
violations have been banned since 1987.

And yes, we recognize that more offenders serving longer
sentences means more prison beds. And here again we’ve matched
rhetoric with resources -- an unprecedented $1.5 billion building
program for federal prisons -- all but doubling present capacity.

And finally, yes, we also know how understaffed and
overworked most of your offices already are. And we’ve called in
the cavalry -- federal reinforcements are on the way.

In addition to 825 new agents to investigate violent crime,

I have asked Congress to provide funding for 800 new Assistants

for your districts -- the largest one-time expansion in Ts8.
history -- bolstered by an equal number of new support staff.

And we’'re also seeking over 150 new attorneys at this end, adding

more muscle to the Department’s Criminal Division.
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Of course, new laws and new manpower aren’t the only tools
at your disposal. The Law Enforcement Coordinating Committees --
LECC’'s -- are a federal program that costs very little and is
working very well. You each have a vital leadership role in your
districts -- as the nation’s lawyers, as shapers of public
opinion, as champions who speak for untold victims who are often
without voices or even names.

Some LECC'’s héve already produced new initiatives to meet
the challenge of violent crime. In Chicago, Tony Valukis [[U.S.
ATTY]] has led a cooperative effort to rid the community of f
dangerous offenders -- by charging gang leaders and other repeat
offenders under tough federal armed career criminal laws.

In the last two years, they’ve stopped the state system’s R ﬁ~1ffﬁ“
revolving door for 27 such criminals -- all are now serving life }ﬁ?f‘
without parole in federal prisons. And one of Tony's ‘

counterparts, the director of the Illinois State Police,

responded to the federal initiative by launching a violent crime B ik
/36
task force. Similar partnerships on v1olent crlme are belig led 6ﬂ< \
U N \Jl[ ( /do/o onnel IS (VLZ//

by U.S. Attorneys like Bill Branlﬁf in &A-, genlto Romano up in
New York, and Jay Stephens righ;:here in D.C.

And there are other innovations. To attack the profusion of /
T wewld LK e 4o to ’
gang and street violence, you may us€¢ some of your new slots to L/OK

recruit er—ecross-designate.seasoned ADA’'s or others trained in QQan%-/Ny

o €
prosecuting gunshot crime. 1In those states where police are not ( goes-desif

protected by death penalty provisions, we should offer federal
Hols

prosecution for cop-killers and other appropriate cases. Z/20
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And we should always use our unique federal resources and
expertise to wipe out the kind of violent crime thét operates
Beyond the reach of any one state - like the notorious El1 Rukn
[[ROO~kin]] street gang, whose members.were convicted of
conspiring with Libya to acquire military weapons for terrorist
operations in America.

You are also out there to represeht me. And in addition to
my directive on plea bargaining, there’s a second important
message that I ask you to bring home to your4districts: Your
colleagues in state and local law enforcqhent need the same tools
we'?e proposed for you. Mandatory time for weapons offenders.

No plea bargaining on guns. The death penalty for heinous
crimes. And the kind of increased resources -- police,
prosecutors, and prisons -- that ensure these vicious thugs will
be pursued, prosecuted and put away for good.

United States Attorneys are a breed apart. Invariably
bright, committed, tenacious public servants. And here in
Washington we’ve watched in admiration, and sometimes awe, as the

accomplishments of your offices roll across America’s television

- screens.
Operation "Ill Wind" -- the defense procurement
investigations. "Polar Cap" -- the largest money laundering case

in history. The recent Wall Street insider trading convictions.
The landmark Teamsters settlement. The Klan civil rights
convictions in Alabama. Environmental investigations at the

Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant. Colombian drug lords now
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behind bars for life without parole. And the recent indictments
against two major drug gangs right here in Washington.

Earlier this week I flew practically across the country and &ﬂ(
back -- on another mission to protect our citizens -- in that V// I
case from acid rain and smog -- and had some quiet time to think

et ke oo (€ Noperoal

about my message to you today. l*%*”JXL~/Tbg\ Ao Uin oL

And as I looked down at the villages and towns and
neighborhoods that make up America, it was easy to understand why
our people are so grateful to those of you who have sacrificed to
serve in the firing line -- whether in court or on the streets.
While America sleeps your "sky-pagers" and mobile phones are
active, as those you command monitor court-authorized intercepts,
or move undercover into the breach. It is exciting and

principled work, an integral link in a system of justice that

remains the envy of the world. 1In today’s new effort -- and in
all your efforts -- you have the gratitude, the respect, and the
support -- of the American people -- and of me.

Thank you for coming. Godspeed in the challenges ahead.
And God bless you, your families, and the nation you work to

protect.

# # #

(‘ No W\fu“‘f{ox/\ Oé\‘ ;2/;‘0?"@4/ IV’S%’#”/"’\‘”\
£ sl )
Jale

Y 5120



E;}w«014 6344£7L5

THE WHITE HOUSE

(McNally/Simon)

NFune 14, 1989, 11:00 a.m.
Draft Three (ATTYS)

WASHINGTO

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ADDRESS TO U.S. ATTORNEYS
THE EAST ROOM
FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 1989, 10:00 A.M.

[ [(Thank you, Dick [[THORNBURGH]], for that warm
introduction. You know, it's become standard at gatherings such
as this to open with a few humorous observations. And I know you
rarely get a chance to hear any "lawyers jokes."]]

[[Maybe I just ought to have Alabama's Frank Donaldson come
up here to tell some jokes.]]

[[You may know I flew to Wyoming Monday. When I got off Air
Force One, Richard Stacy was there to shake my hand. He said:
"I'm here to represent rural America..."]] [[PAUSE]]

Simple words. Dramatic words.

"My name is George Bush, and I represent the United States."

With words like these, a federal criminal trial begins.
Other than the President -- you and your Assistants are the only
officials entitled to utter them on American soil.

200 years ago -- a few months after becoming President --
George Washington signed the Act that gave birth to the offices
you hold. It is a distinguished tradition. And -- in the words
of a former Attorney General -- you represent "one of the most
powerful peace time forces known" to man.

Peace time? Not exactly. You've been summoned to the White

House -- for an assembly unprecedented in modern times --
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precisely because the situation in our streets has been aptly
.compared to a shooting war.

And I wanted you to know how strongly I feel about violent
crime in America -- and how firmly I support your efforts.

-We are here to talk about crime and punishment. The problem
is violent crime -- what some Assistants call "blood and thunder"
-- involving high-powered weapons in the hands of a new class of
criminals who dispense due-process out of the barrel‘of a gun.

The fundamental responsibility fér protecting America's
streets and neighborhoods remains with our cities and states.

But there is an increasing and important federal role in fighting
violent crime. And when leadership is called for, we must seize
the day.

One month ago, on a somber, rainy afternoon, I stood before
the U.S. Capitol to commemorate police slain in the line of duty.
Many were agents or officers who had worked with‘you or the
prosecutors you supervise. And to honor their sacrifice, I
called upon Congress to join me in launching a new, national
strategy -- a new partnership with America's cities and states --
to "take back the streets.®

Our goal is nothing less than an America in which law
abiding citizens are safe -- and feel safe.-

No prosecutor needs to be told that, to achieve this goal,
we must hold people accountable for their actions. I said it at
the Capitol. A common sense approach to crime means criminals

must Kknow that:
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o If they commit a crime -- they will be caught.

o And if caught -- they will be prosecuted.

o And if convicted -- they will do time.

Plain-speaking Harry Truman said it -- 37 years ago this
week -- when he met with the U.S. Attorneys here at the White
House. He summed it up nicely: "We don't want any crooks left

out of jail when they do crooked things."
Nowhere is this precept more critical than in combatting

violent crime. The killing must stop. And it must stop now.

I'm here to ask your help -- to ask you to take a leadership
role in your districts -- in helping to round up our nation's
"Most Wanted" -- the privileged class of violent, repeat and

fugitive offenders hellbent on proving that crime really does
ey wi ll send

The comprehensive plan we sent to Congress yesterday seeks
to take violent criminals off the streets with an attack on four
fronts. New laws to punish them. New agents to arrest them.

New prosecutors to convict them. And new prisons to hold them.

All four are essential. Your role is essential. A chain is
only as strong as its weakest link.

The first link is some tough new laws. Everyone here is
familiar with Title 18's Section 924(c). Well, we have asked
Congress to do for dangerous firearms what it has wisely done for
dangerous drugs -- double the mandatory penalties.

As we've said, the math is simple. Anyone using a semi-

automatic for crime -- or so much as having one on hand during a
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crime -- will do an automatic 10 extra years in federal prison.
No probation. No parole. No matter which judge they get.

And I'm asking each of you to see that this message is
brought to life in the streets and courtrooms of your cities and
towns. Because for these laws to be effective, we can't plea
bargain away the lives of our cops and kids.

I want and expect that, when suspects are arrested with
serious weapons -- they will face serious weapons charges.

And so, last month, I directed the Attorney General to issue
guidelines to insure that -- in all but exceptional cases
inﬁolving substantial cooperation -- all firearms offenders are
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

Those guidelines are being distributed today. And you have
been summoned to Washington to hear it from the top: No more
" loopholes. No conditional surrender. No more rolls of the dice.
If a criminal carries a gun -- all deals are off.

And when a criminal carries a gun -- and someone dies -- he
must pay with his own life.

We're going to up the stakes for those who calculate that
our criminal justice system is a crapshoot where the risks are
worth the rewards.

In the first Dirty Harry movie, Clint Eastwood holds his .44
magnum on a San Francisco punk. The kid's lost count of whether
Harry's already fired six shots -- or only five. And as the kid
debates whether to reach for his own gun, Harry cocks the hammer

and asks the million dollar question: [[PAUSE]]
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"Do you feel lucky?" [[PAUSE]]

The message from the White House today, is that the luck of
armed criminals is about to take a very bad turn for the worse.
When criminals think about reaching for a gun, they are going to

know -- they are going to learn -- that they will do time. Hard

time.

Yes, this policy may mean more trials. And I understand
that firearms cases, like narcotics cases, are not always very
popular with some federal judges. But it can be done -- and, in
fact, already is being done -- even in busy dockets like the
Southern District of New York, where plea bargains for 924 (c)
violations have been banned since 1987.

And yes, we recognize that more offenders serving longer
sentences means more prison beds. And here again we've matched
rhetoric with resources -- an unprecedented $1.5 billion building

baqs‘f?v\j b
program for federal prisons -- all—but-deubling present capacitya

And finally, yes, we also know how understaffed and
overworked most of your offices already are. And we've called in
the cavalry -- federal reinforcements are on the way.

In addition to 825 new agents to investigate violent crime,

I have asked Congress to provide funding for 800 new Assistants

for your districts -- the largest one-time expansion in U.S.
history -- bolstered by an equal number of new support staff.

And we're also seeking over 150 new attorneys at this end, adding

more muscle to the Department's Criminal Division.

Y ¥z
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Of course, new laws and new manpower aren't the only tools
at your disposal. The Law Enforcement Coordinating Committees --
LECC's -- are a federal program that costs very little and is
working very well. You each have a vital leadership role in your
districts -- as the nation's lawyers, as shapers of public
opinion, as champions who speak for untold victims who are often
without voices or even names.

Some LECC's have already produced new initiatives to meet
the challenge of violent crime. 1In Chicago, Tony Valukis [[U.S.
ATTY]] has led a cooperative effort to rid the community of
dangerous offenders -- by charging gang leaders and other repeat
offenders under tough federal armed career criminal laws.

In the last two years, they've stopped the state system's
revolving door for 27 such criminals -- all are now serving life
without parole in federal prisons. And one of Tony's
counterparts, the director of the Illinois State Police,
responded to the federal initiative by launching a violent crime f

task force. Similar partnerships on violent crime are being led

k‘"““""u..m‘

by U.S. Attorneys like Bil}-Braniff in L:A., Benito Romano up in

. 3 > her (\h Z_/4
New York, %ﬁ& Jay Stephens right here in D.C, and Reb B°Mp:othd " =

. . whi has Jjosh been @ covers) distich
And there are other innovations. To attack the profusion of Judge,
gang and street violence, you may use some of your new slots to
recruit or cross-designate seasoned ADA's or others trained in
prosecuting gunshot crime. In those states where police are not

protected by death penalty provisions, we should offer federal

prosecution for cop-killers and other appropriate cases.
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And we should always use our unique federal resources and
expertise to wipe out the kind of violent crime that operates
beyond the reach of any one state -- like the notorious El1 Rukn
[[ROO-kin]] street gang, whose members were convicted of .
conspiring with Libya to acquire military weapons for terrorist.
operétionS‘in America.

You aré also out there to represent me. And in addition to
my directive on plea bargainihg, there's a second important
message that I ask you to bring hdme to your distriéts: Your
colleagues in state and local law enforcement need the same tools
we've proposed for you. Mandatory time for weapons offenders.

No plea bargaining on guns. . The death penalty for heinous
crimes. And the kind of increased resources -- police,

- prosecutors, and prisons -- that ensure these vicious thugs will
be pursued, prosecuted and put away for good.

United States Attorneys are a breed apart. Invariably
bright,Acommitted, tenacious public servants. And here in
Washington we've watched in admiration, and sometimes awe, as the

accomplishments of your offices roll across America's television

screens.
Operation "I1ll Wind" -- the defense procurement
investigations. "Polar Cap" -- the largest money laundering case

in history. The recent Wall Street insider trading convictions.
The landmark Teamsters settlement. The Klan civil rights
convictions in Alabama. Environmental investigations at the

Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant. Colombian drug lords now
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behind bars for life without parole. And the recent indictments
against two major drug gangs right hére in Washington.

Earlier this week I flew practically across the country and
back -- on another mission to protect our citizens -- in that
case from acid rain and smog -- and had some quiet time to think
about my message to you today.

hAnd as I looked down at the villages and towns and
neighborhoods that make up America, it was easy to understand why
our people are so grateful to‘those of you who have sacrificed to
serve in the firing line -- whether in court or on the streets.
While America sleeps your "sky-pagers" and mobile phones are
active, as those you command ﬁonitor court-authorized intercepts,
or move undercover into the breach. It is exciting and
principled work, an integral link in a system of justice that
remains the envy of the world. 1In today'é new effort -- and in
all your efforts -- you have the gratitude, the respect, and the
support -- of the American people -- and of me.

Thank you for coming. Godspeed in the challenges ahead.

And God bless you, your families, and the nation you work to

protect.'
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[ (Thank you, Dick [[THORNBURGH]]; for that warm
introduction, You know; it's beéome standard af gatﬁerings such
as thie to open with a few humorous observations. And I know you
ra;élg get a chance to hear any "1awyer§,jokea.“]]
: [[Maybe I just ought to hﬁve.Alabama'a Frank Donaldson come
up here to tell some jokes.]] !

[[You may know I fle; to Wyoming Monday. ‘when I got aff Air
Force.One, Rich&fﬁ Stacy was there to shake my hand. He said:
“I'm here to represent yural Amexica..."]] [[PAUSE]]

Simple w&rds. Dramatic words.

"My name is George Bush, and I zepresent the United States.®

With words like thase, a federal criminal trial begins.
Othex than the President - you/ anggeyggewgﬁiy
offliciala entitled to utter them on American soil.

200 yesars ago-;- a few‘ﬁonths after becoming Prssident ~;
Géorge Washington Bigned the Act that gave birth to the offices
you hold. It is a diatinguished tradition. And -- in the Qords
of a former Attorney General -- you represent "ons of the most

powerful peace time forces known" to man,
Peace time? ,Rot exactly. You’ve been summoned to the White

House -~ for an assembly unprecedented in modern times =--
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precisely because the situation in our streets has been aptly
compared to a ‘shooting war.
And I wanted you'ﬁo know hew strongly I feal about violant-
crime in America -~ and how firmly I support your efforts.
We are here to talk about crime and punishment. The problem
is yviolent crime =e éhat gome Assistants call "blood and thunder®

-~ involving high=powered weapons in the hands of a new class of

criminals,

The fundamental responsibility for protecting Zmerica’s
strests and neighborg%gégsgeﬁﬁikgn%f%%ngir cities and statas.
Bﬁt there is an increasing and important federal reole ln fighting
violent crime. And when leadership is called for, we must seize
 the day. |

One month ago, on a somber, raigﬁkfftaznoqn, I stood before

‘ \ cers
the U.S. Capitol to ccommemorats policg‘Plain in the line of duty.
Many were agents or officers who had worked with you or the
prosgcutors you supexvise. And to honor thelr sacrifice, I
called upon Congress to join me in launching a new, natjopal |
strategy == a hew partnership with America’s cities and atates ==
to "take back the streets." }
_iOur goal 18 nothing lese than an America in which law

ablding citizens axe safs -- and feel safe,

Ne prosecutor needs to be told that, to achiefe this goal,
we must hold people accountable for their actions., I said it at
the Capitol. 2 ggmmgg_ggggg'approach to crime means criminals

must know that:
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-] If they commit a crime -~ they will So caught.
o And ‘if caught -- they will be proascutad.
o And if convicted ~- they will do time.

Plain-speaking Harry Truman said it -- 37 years ago this
week -- when he met with the t.S. Attorneys here at the White
Houss. He Qummed it up nicely: “We don’t want any cxooks laft
out of jail when they do crooked things.“

Nowhere is thls precept more c¢ritical than in combatting
Yiolent crime. mpe killing must stop. And lt must atop now.

I'm here to ask your help -- to ask you to take a leadership
put away

role in your districts -- in helping tg‘gfuﬁ&auﬂour nation’s
"Mdst Wanted" -- the privileged class of violent, repe&t,and
fugitivse offenders héllbent on proving that crime really does
pay. | |

The comprehensive plan we sent to Congress yesterday seeks
to take violent criminals off the strsets with an attack on four
{ronts. New laws ﬂghpunish them, ;New agénta to arxest them.,

New prosecutoxs to convict them, And new prisons t¢ hold them.

All four are essential, Your role is easentiél. A chaln is

only as strong as its weakest link,

The first link is some tough new laws. Everyone here is
familiar with Title 18‘s Section 924(c). Well, we have asked
Congress to do for dangerous fiysaxrms what it has wisely done for
dahgeroua dxuge -- deuble the mandatory penalties, |

As.we've sald, the math is simple. Anyons using a4 BEMmie

automatic foxr crime «=- or so much as having one on hand during &
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crime - will.do an auytomatic 10 extrxa years in federal prison.,
No probation. " No parole. No matter which judge they gat.

and I‘m asking sach of you to see that this measage is
breught to life in tha streets and courtrooms of your cities and
town&. BRecause for thege laws to be effactive, we can’t plea
bargain away the lives of our cops and kids.

I want and expect that, when suspects ara arrested with

serious weapona -- they will face serious waapons charges.

and so, laat month, I dlrected the Attorney Genexal to issue
guldelines to insure that -= in all but exceptional cases
involving substantial cqoperatibn == 811 fireaxms offenders are
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. |

Tho#e guidelines are being distributed today., And you have
besen summoned to Washington to hear it from the top: No moxe
locpholea. ‘No conditional surrander, ﬁa mora rolls of the dica.l
If a criminal caxzies a qun we all deals are off,

And when a criminal carries a gun -- and scmeone dies -~ he
Dust pay with his own life, o

We’'re going to up the etakes for thoée who calculate tha;~
our criminal justice system is a crapashoot whege the rinka are
worth the rewards,

In the first Dirty Harry movie, Clint Eastwood holds his .44

magnum on a 3an Francisco punk, The kid'’s lost count of whether
Harry’'s alrea¢y fired Bix shotg -~ or only five. and as the kid
»debates whether to reach for his cwn gun, Harry cocks the hammer
‘and asks the million dellar question: [[PAUSE]]
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"Do you feel lucky?" {[PAUSE]) |

The message from the White House today, is thgt the luck of
armed criminals is about o take a very bad tuxn for the worse.
When criminals think about reaching for a gun, they éra goling to
know --‘they are going to lgarn «- that they will do time. Hard
timae.

Yes, this policy may mean more trlals. And I understand
that 'fixeaxms cases, like narcotics cases, axe not always vexy
popular with mome fedsral judges. : But it can be done ~-- and, in

‘ - districts with
fact,.already‘Lg befng done =« aven iq(?usy dockets likp the
Southern District of New York, where plea bargains for 924(c)

‘violations have been banned since 1987,

And yes, we recognize that more offenders serving longex
sentences means more prison beds. And hers again we'’ve matched
rhetoric with resouzces -- ap unprecedented $1.5 billion building
program for federal prisons -- all but doubligg present capacity.'

And finally, yas, we also know how understaffed and
overworked most of your offices already are. Aand we've called ;n
the cavalzry «- federalxrainforcaments'qre on the way. '

In addition to 825 new agents to investigate violent ¢rime,
I have asked Congress to provide funding for 800 new Assistants

for your digtricts -- the largest one-time sxpansjon. in U.8.

higtory -- bolstered by an equal number of new support astaff.
And we’'re also seeking over 150 new attorneys at this end, adding

more muscle to the Department’s Criminal Division.

-—ﬁ [INSERT"{'*]
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Ingert to bottom of page 5 of the Proposed Presidential Remarks
to be given on Friday, June 14, to the U.S. Attorneys:

[

We are also moving to more effectively marshal our forces
against organized predators using violence to further
their lawless ends in our communities. The Attorney General .is
proposing to consolidate the Strike Forces with the U.S.
Attorneys Offices. fThis consolidation will assure that the
federal law enforcement rescurces in each district will ke
coordinated to eliminate the violent eriminal organizations

disrupting our cities and towns.
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Of cdouraed, new lawas and nhew manpowesr aran?t the 6nly tools
at youx d%ﬁfééal. The Law Enrorcamept COordinating Committeas ==
LECC's ~1<:eo a federal prog;am that cogts very little and is
working very well. You each have a vital leadership role in your
~districts -«- as the nation’s lawyers, as shapers of public'
opinlon, as chaﬁpiona who speak for untold victinms who ars often
without voices or even namss.

Some LECC’s have already produced new initiatives to meet

: Valukas
the challenge of violent erime. In Chicago, Tonx‘f.iuﬁil [[V.S.
- ATTY]] has led a cooperatzve effort to rid the community of
dangerous offenders ==- by charging gang lesadexs and other repeat
offanders under tough federal armed career criminal laws.

In the last two Years, they’ve stopped the state system’s
revolving door for 27 such cximinals - all are now serving life
without parole in federal pri§9ns. And one of Tony’s:
counte;parts, the director of the Illinois State Police,
respeonded to the federal initiative by launching a violent crime
task force. Similarp partnerships on violent crime ars being led

Rob Bonner
by U.s. Attorneys lik%‘?!%&“ﬂ!ﬁhﬁif in L.A., Benito Romano up in
New York, and Jay Stephens right hexe in D.C.
And there are other inﬁovétions. ‘To at;ack'tﬁe profuéion of

gang and street violence, you may use some of Your new slots to

recruit a!*!zuae—dtwégn.h§'seasoned ADA’S8 or othere trained in

proaecutzng gunshot crime, In those states where police are not
pxotected by death penalty proviaions, we should offer federal

prosecution for cop-killers and other appropriate cases.
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And wa should alwayﬁ uge our unique federal ragouxcas and -
expertise to wipe out the kind of violent crime that operates
beyond the reach of any one state ~- like the notorious El Rukn
[[ROO-kinJ] straet gang, whose members were convicted of ’
consplring with Libya to acquire military weapons for terrorist

operaticons in America. |

You are alse out ihere to represent pe. And'in-addition to
my directive on plea bargaining, thers’s a second important
message that I askvyou to bxing home to your districts; Your .
colleaguas in state and local law ehzo:camonf need tho same tools
wa'vé proéosad'for you. Mandatoxy time for weapons offenders.
No plea bargaining on quns. The death penalty for heinoua
crimes. And the kind of increased resources we polico,'
progecutors, and prisons -- that ensure these vicious thugs will
be pursued, prosecuted and put away for good.

United States Attorneys are a bresd apart. Invarxiably
bright, committed, tenacious public servants. And hers in |

Washington we've watﬂhed in admiration, and sometimes awe, as the

accomplishments of your offices roll across America 8 television

a8Qxreens,
Operation "Ill Wind" -- the defenge procurement
investigations. ‘'polar Cap” -— vhe largest money launderlng case

in history., The recent Wall Street insider trading convictions.
The landmark Teamsters ssttlement. The Xlan civil rights
convictions in Alabama. Envxronmental ;nveatlgationl at the

Roeky Flata nuclear weapons plant. Colombian drug lords now
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behind bars for life without parcle. And the racsnt 1ndictments
againee two major drug gangs right here in Washington,

Earlier this week I flew practically acroes: the countxy and
back -- on anothez mission to protect our c1tizens ~~ in that
1caae from acid rain and smog -=- and had some qulst time to think
about Ty message to you today. 4

And a8 I looked down at the viliages and towns and
neighboxhoods that Mmake up America, it was easy to understand why
our people are 80 grateful toc those of you whe have sacrificed to
serva‘ta’tha firing line -- whether in court or on the 8treets.
While America sleepa your "sky-pagsrs" and mobile phones are
active, as those you command monitor court-authorized intercepts,
or move undercover into the breach, It is exciting and
principled work, an lntegral link in a system of Justice that
remains the envy of the world. 1In today’s new effort -- and in
all your efforts == you have the gratitude, the respect, and the
support -~ of the American people == and of me.

Thank you for coming, Gedspeed in the challengea ahead.
_And God bless you, ysur families, and the natlon you work to

protect.



