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REMARKS: DUCKS UNLIMITED -- SIXTH INTERNATIONAL
WATERFOWL SYMPOSIUM

CRYSTAL GATEWAY MARRIOTT

THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 1989

1:00 P.M.

THANK YOU, HARRY. AMBASSADOR BURNEY OF CANADA:
SECRETARY LUJAN; ADMINISTRATOR REILLY; MEMBERS OF
CONGRESS; [[MIKE DELAND [DUH-LAND], NEWLY APPOINTED
CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY11:;

FRIENDS. IT'S A REAL PLEASURE TO BE HERE.

[[ ONE OF MY GREATEST PLEASURES IS GOING FISHING
WITH MY GRANDCHILDREN. SEEING THE GRAND TETONS THROUGH
THE EYES OF A TEN YEAR OLD GRANDSON, OR TEACHING OUR 6
YEAR OLD TWIN GRANDDAUGHTERS ABOUT THE WONDERS OF THE
OCEAN, MAKES LIFE REALLY SING FOR ME. WHEN I AM OUT IN
THE GREAT OUTDOORS WITH MY OWN KIDS OR GRANDKIDS, I
REALIZE HOW TRUE IT IS, THAT OUR CHILDREN WILL INHERIT
THE EARTH. 11

SO ANY VISION OF A KINDER, GENTLER AMERICA -- ANY
NATION CONCERNED ABOUT ITS QUALITY OF LIFE, NOW AND
FOREVER -- MUST BE CONCERNED ABOUT CONSERVATION. IT
WILL NOT BE ENOUGH TO MERELY HALT THE DAMAGE WE'VE
DONE. OUR NATURAL HERITAGE MUST BE RECOVERED AND
RESTORED.
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WE SAW IT AT MT. ST. HELENS -- WE SEE IT NOW IN
YELLOWSTONE PARK, AND IN THE GRONTH OF SPRING -- NATURE
HEALING ITS WOUNDS, COMING BACK TO LIFE. WE CAN AND
SHOULD BE NATURE'S ADVOCATE. THAT MEANS AN ACTIVE
STEWARDSHIP OF THE NATURAL WORLD. IT IS TIME TO RENEW
THE ENVIRONMENTAL ETHIC IN AMERICA -- AND TO RENEW U.S.
LEADERSHIP ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES, AROUND THE WORLD.
RENEWAL IS THE WAY OF NATURE. IT MUST NOW BECOME THE
WAY OF MAN.

~ AND THAT'S WHY I WANTED TO TALK TO YOU TODAY,
WHEN THIS ORGANIZATION WAS FOUNDED OVER FIFTY YEARS
AGO, IN THE DUST BOWL DAYS, THERE WAS JUST A HANDFUL OF
YOU COMMITTED TO PRESERVING AND RESTORING OUR WETLANDS.
AND JUST ABOUT THAT TIME, A FEW HUNTERS GOT TOGETHER
/AND FORMED A LITTLE GROUP CALLED DUCKS UNLIMITED.
* THANK GOODNESS THEY DID.

* SINCE THEN, YOU'VE SET ASIDE OVER FIVE MILLION
ACRES AS HABITAT. RAISED NEARLYHALF A BILLION
DOLLARS. STARTED WETLANDS PROJECTS IN EACH OF THE
FIFTY STATES. FOR A SIMPLE REASON: 75 PERCENT OF THE
REMAINING WETLANDS IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. ARE
PRIVATELY OWNED.. WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOUR HELP.
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THE PARTNERSHIPS YOU'VE SET UP WITH STATE AND
FEDERAL AGENCIES - AND WITH CONSERVATION GROUPS LIKE
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY AND THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE
NOUNDATION -~ HAVE BEEN OUTSTANDING;

THAT'S GOOD NEWS FOR DUCKS. REMEMBER, THOUGH,
WHAT DICK DARMAN SAID ABOUT TAXES. ANYTHING THAT LOOKS
LIKE A DUCK... OR WALKS LIKE A DUCK... IS GOING TO HEAR
FROM DICK. [[ POOR GUY. THE THOUGHT OF "DUCKS
UNLIMITED" KEEPS HIM UP AT NIGHT. 11  BUT YOUR WORK IS
EVEN BETTER NEWS FOR AMERICA. WHAT YOU'RE DOING
REPRESENTS JUST THE KIND OF LOCAL, ON-SITE, PRIVATE-
SECTOR INITIATIVE WE MUST BRING TO EVERY ENVIRONMENTAL
CHALLENGE.

AS YOU KNOW TOO WELL, OUR WETLANDS ARE BEING LOST
AT A RATE OF NEARLY HALF A MILLION ACRES A YEAR. SO
EVERY YEAR, FEWER MALLARDS AND PINTAILS MAKE IT TO THE
POTHOLE COUNTRY YOU MAY REMEMBER MY PLEDGE, THAT OUR
NATIONAL GOAL NOULD BE NO NET LOSS OF NETLANDS
TOGETHER, WE'RE GOING TO DELIVER ON THE PROMISE OF
RENEWAL. I WILL KEEP THAT PLEDGE.
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I'VE SET UP AN INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE, UNDER THE
DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL, TO WORK WITH YOU -- WITH |
GOVERNMENT AT ALL_LEVELS -- AND WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR
- T0 STOP THE DESTRUCTION OF THESE PRECIOUS HABITATS.
THEIR FIRST TASK IS TO DEVELOP A UNITED FEDERAL POLICY
-FOR THE NORTH AMERICAN WATERFOWL MANAGEMENT PLAN HERE;'
AND IN CANADA. CANADA HAS LOST OVER 40 PERCENT OF HER
WETLANDS. THE TIME HAS COME TO SAY STOP.

TO SUPPORT THE PLAN, THIS WEEK SECRETARY LUJAN
PROPOSED A NEW TRUST FUND -- USING INTEREST FROM THE
PITTMAN-ROBERTSON FUND -- THAT WOULD CONTRIBUTE ABOUT
$10 MILLION DOLLARS. - OUR GOAL IS TO RESTORE A FALL
FLIGHT OF MORE THAN 100 MILLION BIRDS. WE'RE LOOKING
AT LEGISLATION FROM SENATORS MITCHELL AND CHAFFEE, AND
CONGRESSMEN DINGELL AND CONTE. THERE-ARE A FEW DETAILS
TOABE WORKED OUT, BUT THE BASIC THRUST OF THE
LEGISLATION IS SOUND. I LOOK FORWARD TO SIGNING A BILL
TO CONSERVE NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS THIS YEAR.



- WE'VE ASKED FOR NEARLY 3206 MILLION IN NEN FUNDING
FOR ACQUISITIONS UNDER THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION
FUND. WE'VE ALSO INCREASED FUNDING FOR COORDINATED
WATER QUALITY PROGRAMS, TO PROTECT THE WETLANDS WE
ALREADY HAVE. AND, FOR THE FIRST TIME ‘IN SEVEN YEARS, -
SOME OF THOSE DOLLARS WILL GO TOWARD ACQUIRING
WETLANDS. \ |

BUT WE'RE LOOKING FAR BEYOND THE FEDERAL ROLE. WE
WANT TO IMPNOVE THE MANAGEMENT OF FEDERALLY-OWNED
WETLANDS, BY LEASING THEM TO CONCERNED GROUPS.LIKE
YOUBS. AND, YOU KNOW, THE LOCAL MOMENTUM IS PICKING
UP. JUST LAST MONTH, MARYLAND'S GOVERNOR SCHAEFER
APPROVED THE NATION'S FIRST STATE NON-TIDAL WETLANDS
LAW. IT’S AN OUTSTANDING PIECE OF WORK. EPA
ADMINISTRATOR BILL REILLY EMERGED AS A KEY SUPPORTER
FOR THAT BILL -- AND I'M ENCOURAGING HIM TO DO MORE.
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WE'RE WORKING WITH AMERICAN FARMERS THROUGH THE
FARM BILL PROGRAM, TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR
WETLAND-CONSERVATION. WHEREVER WETLANDS MQ§I GIVE WAY
TO FARMING OR DEVELOPMENT, THEY WILL BE REPLACED OR
EXPANDED ELSEWHERE. IT'S TIME TO STAND THE HISTORY OF
WETLANDS DESTRUCTION ON-ITS HEAD: }FﬁOM THIS YEAR

FORWARD, ANYONE WHO TRIES TO DRAIN THE SWAMP IS GOING
TO BE UP TO HIS EARS IN ALLIGATORS. |

LET ME SPEND A FEW MINUTES OUTLINING OUR
ENVIRONMENTAL PHILOSOPHY. OUR APPROACH TO WETLANDS .
CONSERVATION IS DRIVEN BY A NEW KIND OF
ENVIRONMENTALISM -- A SET OF PRINCIPLES THAT APPLY TO
ALL OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES WE FACE. WE
BELIEVE THAT POLLUTION IS NOT THE INEVITABLE BY- PRODUCT
OF PROGRESS. SO THE FIRST PRINCIPLE IS THAT SOUND
ECOLOGY AND A STRONG ECONOMY CAN COEXIST. BUT LET'S
REMEMBER: THE BURDEN OF PROOF IS ON MAN, NOT NATURE.

~ THE FACT IS, OUR ECOLOGY AND THE ECONOMY ARE
INTERDEPENDENT. ENVIRONMENTALISTS AND ENTREPRENEURS
MUST SEE HOW MUCH THEIR INTERESTS ARE HELD IN COMMON.
IT'S TIME TO HARNESS THE POWER OF THE MARKETPLACE IN
THE SERVICE OF THE ENVIRONMENT.
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THE SECOND PRINCIPLE IS THAT A TRUE COMMITMENT TO
RESTORING THE NATION'S ENVIRONMENT REQUIRES MORE THAN
JUST A FEDERAL COMMITMENT. THE TRADITION OF PURELY
FEDERAL, "TOP-DOWN" DIRECTIVES WILL NEVER AGAIN BE
ENOUGH. SO WE'RE WORKING TO PROMOTE MORE CREATIVE
STATE AND LOCAL INITIATIVES, DRAWING THE ENERGY OF
LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR INTO THE CAUSE
OF CONSERVATION. ALL OF YOU IN THIS ROOM HAVE MADE
THAT COMMITMENT -- NOW, IT MUST BE AN ALL-AMERICAN
'COMMITMENT. | '

'OUR THIRD PRINCIPLE IS OBVIOUS, BUT TOO RARELY
ACTED -UPON: THAT PREVENTING POLLUTION IS A FAR MORE
EFFICIENT STRATEGY THAN STRUGGLING TO DEAL WITH
PROBLEMS ONCE THEY'VE OCCURRED. FOR TOO LONG, WE'VE

- FOCUSED ON CLEAN-UP AND PENALTIES AFTER THE DAMAGE s
'ALREADY DONE. IT'S TIME TO RE-ORIENT OURSELVES USING
" TECHNOLOGIES AND PROCESSES THAT REDUCE OR PREVENT
POLLUTION -- TO STOP IT BEFORE IT STARTS. IN THE
1990S, POLLUTION PREVENTION WILL 60 RIGHT TO THE
SOURCE.



TECHNOLOGY HAS GIVEN US TREMENDOUS, AWESOME POWER
TO ALTER THE FACE OF THE EARTH. WE MUST USE IT TO DO
GOOD. _ENVIRONMENTAL SOUNDNESS AND INDUSTRIAL DESIGN
MUST BE PARTNERS. INDUSTRY IS MAKING -- AND MUST
CONTINUE TO MAKE -- ENVIRONMENTAL SOUNDNESS AN
ESSENTIAL FACT OF AMERICAN INDUSTRIAL LiFE.

WE'VE ALREADY TAKEN SEVERAL STEPS IN THAT
DIRECTION. AS YOU KNOW, I'VE CALLED FOR THE
ELIMINATION OF CFC'S BY THE YEAR zooo.' WE’VE ALSO
REVIEWED THE CORPORATE AVERAGE FUEL ECONOMY (CAFE)
STANDARDS. WE'VE TIGHTENED THE STANDARD, AS THE LAW
ORIGINALLY INTENDED. MORE EFFICIENT CARS ARE GOOD FOR
OUR ENVIRONMENT, AND GOOD FOR OUR ENERGY SECURITY.
WE'RE GOING TO PROMOTE THE USE OF ALTERNATIVE, "NEAT"
FUEL TECHNOLOGY. AND I'VE PROPOSED FULL FUNDING TO
' DEVELOP CLEAN COAL TECHNOLOGY. o
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THE fOURTH PRINCIPLE IS A RECOGNITION THAT
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS RESPECT NO BORDERS: SO WE'RE
WORKING WITH NATIONS AROUND THE WORLD, TO PROVIDE
LEADERSHIP IN FINDING COOPERATIVE, INTERNATIONAL _
SOLUTIONS. FROM JAPAN TO BRAZIL, WE'RE DISCUSSING WAYS
T0 REVERSE RAINFdREST DEVASTATION. WE'VE RECOMMENDED A
BAN ON INTERNATIONAL SHIPMENTS OF HAZARDOUS WASTE,

~ UNLESS AN AGREEMENT IS SIGNED THAT MAKES SURE WASTE IS
DISPOSED OF SAFELY.

IN GERMANY TWO WEEKS AGO, I ANNOUNCED OUR
INTENTION TO PROVIDE 'TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND NEW
'TECHNOLOGIES TO THE NATIONS OF EASTERN EUROPE, TO HELP
THEM HANDLE POLLUTION PROBLEMS. SOME OF THE RIVERS IN
THOSE COUNTRIES ARE NOW SO POLLUTED, THEY CAN'T EVEN BE
USED FOR INDUSTRIAL COOLING -- BECAUSE THEY'RE T0O
CORROSIVE. AND EVEN OUR RECOMMENDATION TO BAN THE
IMPORTATION OF ELEPHANT 'IVORY UNDERSCORES THIS NEW
INTERNATIONAL EMPHASIS. |
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THE FIFTH AND FINAL PRINCIPLE IS THAT EXISTING
ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS WILL BE VIGOROUSLY AND FIRMLY
ENFORCED. I'VE REQUESTED FUNDS TO HIRE MORE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROSECUTORS AT THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT.
AND NEXT NEEK; ADMINISTRATOR REILLY WILL DELIVER TO
CONGRESS A REPORT ON OVERHAULING THE SUPERFUND PROGRAM
FOR HAZARDOUS WASTE. OUR MESSAGE ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL
LAW IS SIMPLE: POLLUTERS WILL PAY. |

| FINALLY, ON MONDAY, I WILL UNVEIL THE MOST
SWEEPING CHANGES TO THE CLEAN AIR ACT SINCE IT WAS LAST
AMENDED TWELVE YEARS AGO. IT WILL ALLOW US TO RECOVER
AND RESTORE PRECIOUS FORESTS, LAKES, AND STREAMS. AND
WHETHER AMERICANS LIVE NEAR FACTORIES, IN CITIES, OR IN
. HIGH WOODLAND COUNTRY, IT WILL SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE
EVERY NORTH AMERICAN’S QUALITY OF LIFE.

SO THOSE ARE OUR FIVE PRINCIPLES: HARNESSING THE
POWER OF THE MARKETPLACE: STATE AND LOCAL INITIATIVE:
PROMOTING PREVENTION: INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION; AND
STRICT ENFORCEMENT.
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BUT BEHIND ALL OF THE STUDIES,'THE FIGURES, AND
THE DEBATES, THE ENVIRONMENT IS A MORAL ISSUE. . FOR IT
IS WRONG TO PASS ON TO FUTURE GENERATIONS A WORLD
TAINTED BY PRESENT THOUGHTLESSNESS. IT IS UNJUST TO
ALLOW THE NATURAL SPLENDOR BESTOWED TO US TO BE |
COMPROMISED. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE PRESERVE THE

EARTH AND ALL ITS BLESSINGS -- TO MEET THE CHALLENGE OF
RENEWAL.

SOME FORTY YEARS AGO, A MAN NAMED ALDO LEOPOLD

" WROTE A BOOK SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE HEARD OF. IT WAS
CALLED A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC. IN IT, HE TALKED ABOUT
VALUES -- VALUES THAT I THINK YOU AND I SHARE. "THAT
LAND IS TO BE LOVED AND RESPECTED," LEOPOLD WROTE, "IS
AN EXTENSION OF ETHICS." THAT WAS FORTY YEARS AGD.
~ SINCE THEN, MILLIONS OF ACRES OF WETLANDS, HABITAT FOR
SO MANY PLANTS AND ANIMALS, HAVE DISAPPEARED. AND THEY
CONTINUE TO VANISH AT AN ALARMING RATE -- SOME ONE-HALF
MILLION ACRES A YEAR.
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I WANT TO ASK YOU TODAY WHAT THE GENERATIONS TO
FOLLOW WILL SAY OF US FORTY YEARS FROM NOM. “IT COULD |
BE THAT THEY WILL REPORT THE LOSS OF MANY MILLION ACRES
MORE. THE EXTINCTION OF SPECIES. THE DISAPPEARANCE OF
WILDERNESS AND WILDLIFE.

OR THEY COULD REPORT SOMETHING ELSE. THEY couLD
REPORT THAT, SOMETIME AROUND 1989, THINGS BEGAN TO
CHANGE. THAT WE BEGAN TO HOLD ON TO OUR PARKS AND
REFUGES. THAT WE PROTECTED OUR SPECIES. AND THAT, IN
THAT YEAR, THE SEEDS OF A NEW POLICY ABOUT OUR VALUABLE
WETLANDS WERE SOWN -- A POLICY SUMMED UP IN THREE
SIMPLE WORDS: "NO NET LOSS.” I PREFER THE SECOND -
VISION OF AMERICA'S ENVIRONMENTAL FUTURE.
 AMAN I GREATLY ADMIRE, THEODORE ROOSEVELT, WAS
THE FIRST PRESIDENT TO ACT ON THAT IDEAL. WHEN HE SET
ASIDE THE GRAND CANYON AS A NATIONAL MONUMENT OF
NATURE, HIS WORDS OF WARNING WERE DRIVEN BY GREAT
PERSONAL CONVICTION. "LEAVE IT AS IT IS," HE SAID.
"YOU CANNOT IMPROVE ON IT. THE AGES HAVE BEEN AT WORK
ON IT, AND MAN CAN ONLY MAR IT. WHAT YOU CAN DO IS TO
KEEP IT --FOR YOUR CHILDREN, AND YOUR CHILDREN'S
CHILDREN..." | |
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RECOVERY, RESTORATION, AND RENEWAL -- THAT IS OUR
MORAL IMPERATIVE. FROM TODAY FORWARD, IT IS THE
ETHICAL LEGACY WE MUST INSPIRE IN EVERY AMERICAN. -
© TO ONE OF THE GREAT PRIVATE SECTOR ORGANIZATIONS
JIN AMERICA: I THANK YOU. GOD BLESS YOU. AND GOD
BLESS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

4 #
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REMARKS: DUCKS UNLIMITED -- SIXTH INTERNATIONAL
WATERFOWL SYMPOSIUM
CRYSTAL GATEWAY MARRIOTT
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THANK You, HARRY. AMBASSADOR BURNEY OF CANADA;
SECRETARY LUJAN; ADMINISTRATOR REILLY; MEMBERS OF
ConGRESs; [Mike DeLanp [puH-LAND], NEWLY APPOINTED
CHAIR OF THE CouncIL oN ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY]:
FRIENDS. IT’S A REAL PLEASURE TO BE HERE.
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[[ ONE OF MY GREATEST PLEASURES IS GOING FISHING
WITH MY GRANDCHILDREN. SEEING THE GRAND TETONS THROUGH
THE EYES OF A TEN YEAR OLD GRANDSON, OR TEACHING OUR 6
YEAR OLD TWIN GRANDDAUGHTERS ABOUT THE WONDERS OF THE
OCEAN, MAKES LIFE REALLY SING FOR ME. WHEN I AM ouT IN
THE GREAT OUTDOORS WITH MY OWN KIDS OR GRANDKIDS, I
REALIZE HOW TRUE IT IS, THAT OUR CHILDREN WILL INHERIT
THE EARTH. 1]

. - 3 B
So ANY VISION OF A KINDER, GENTLER AMERICA -~ ANY
NATION CONCERNED ABOUT ITS QUALITY OF LIFE, NOW AND

FOREVER -- MUST BE CONCERNED ABOUT CONSERVATION. IT
WILL NOT BE ENOUGH TO MERELY HALT THE DAMAGE WE'VE

DONE. Qur NATURAL HERITAGE MUST BE RECOVERED AND
RESTORED.

WE sAaw IT AT MT. ST. HELENS -- wE SEE 1T NOW IN
YELLOWSTONE PARK, AND IN THE GROWTH OF SPRING -- NATURE
HEALING ITS WOUNDS, COMING BACK TO LIFE.
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WE cAN AND sHOULD BE NATURE’'S ADVOCATE. THAT MEANS AN

ACTIVE STEWARDSHIP OF THE NATURAL WORLD. IT IS TIME TO
.. RENEW THE ENVIRONMENTAL ETHIC IN AMERICA -- AND TO
" RENEW U.S. LEADERSHIP ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES, AROUND

THE WORLD. RENEWAL IS THE WAY OF NATURE. IT MUST NOW
BECOME THE WAY OF MAN.

RERAR
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AND THAT'S WHY I WANTED TO TALK TO YOU TODAY. WHEN |

THIS ORGANIZATION WAS FOUNDED OVER FIFTY YEARS AGO, IN
THE DUST BOWL DAYS, THERE WAS JUST A HANDFUL OF YOU
COMMITTED TO PRESERVING AND RESTORING OUR WETLANDS.
AND JUST ABOUT THAT TIME, A FEW HUNTERS GOT TOGETHER

" AND FORMED A LITTLE GROUP CALLED Ducks UNLIMITED.
THANK GOODNESS THEY DID.

e ————
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SINCE THEN, YOU'VE SET ASIDE OVER FIVE MILLION
ACRES AS HABITAT. RAISED NEARLY HALF A BILLION
DOLLARS. STARTED WETLANDS PROJECTS IN EACH OF THE
FIFTY STATES. FOR A SIMPLE REASON: 75 PERCENT OF THE
REMAINING WETLANDS IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. ARE
PRIVATELY OWNED. WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOUR HELP.

e i e g g

g
THE PARTNERSHIPS YOU'VE SET UP WITH STATE AND
FEDERAL AGENCIES -- AND WITH CONSERVATION GROUPS LIKE

‘THE NATURE CONSERVANCY AND THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE
FOUNDATION -- HAVE BEEN OUTSTANDING. |

THAT'S GOOD NEWS FOR DUCKS. REMEMBER, THOUGH, WHAT
Dick DARMAN SAID ABOUT TAXES. ANYTH;yG THAT LOOKS LIKE
A DUCK... OR WALKS LIKE A DUCK... IS GOING TO HEAR FROM
Dick. [L Poor Guy. THE THOUGHT OF "Ducks UNLIMITED"
KEEPS HIM UP AT NIGHT. 1]
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BUT YOUR WORK IS EVEN BETTER NEWS FOR AMERICA. WHAT
YOU'RE DOING REPRESENTS JUST THE KIND OF LOCAL, ON-
SITE, PRIVATE-SECTOR INITIATIVE WE MUST BRING TO EVERY
ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGE.

As YOU KNOW TOO WELL, OUR WETLANDS ARE BEING LOST
AT A RATE OF NEARLY HALF A MILLION ACRES A YEAR. S0
EVERY YEAR, FEWER MALLARDS AND PINTAILS MAKE IT TO THE
POTHOLE COUNTRY. YOU MAY REMEMBER MY PLEDGE, THAT OUR

NATIONAL GOAL WOULD BE NO NET LOSS OF WETLANDS.

NSV NPT
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TOGETHER, WE’'RE GOING TO DELIVER ON THE PROMISE OF
RENEWAL. I WILL KEEP THAT PLEDGE. |

I'VE SET uP AN INTERAGENCY TAsk FORCE, UNDER THE
DOMESTIC PoLicy COUNCIL, TO WORK wITH YOU -- WITH
GOVERNMENT AT ALL LEVELS -- AND WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR
-~ TO STOP THE DESTRUCTION OF‘THESE.PRECIOUS HABITATS.

e m e e s e e
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' THEIR FIRST TASK IS TO DEVELOP A UNITED FEDERAL POLICY
FOR THE NoRTH AMERICAN WATERFOWL MANAGEMENT PLAN HERE,
AND IN CANADA. CANADA HAS LOST OVER 40 PERCENT OF HER
WETLANDS. THE TIME HAS COME TO SAY STOP.

To SUPPORT THE PLAN, THIS WEEK SECRETARY LUJAN
PROPOSED A NEW TRUST FUND -- USING INTEREST FROM THE
PITTMAN-ROBERTSON FUND -- THAT WOULD CONTRIBUTE ABOUT
$10 MILLION DOLLARS. OUR GOAL IS TO RESTORE A FALL
FLIGHT OF MORE THAN 100 MILLION BIRDS.

- 11 -

WE'RE LOOKING AT LEGISLATION FROM SENATORS MITCHELL AND
CHAFFEE, AND CONGRESSMEN DINGELL AND CONTE. THERE ARE
A FEW DETAILS TO BE WORKED OUT, BUT THE BASIC THRUST OF
THE LEGISLATION IS SOUND. I LOOK FORWARD TO SIGNING A
BILL TO CONSERVE NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS THIS YEAR.
WE'VE ASKED FOR NEARLY $200 MILLION IN NEW FUNDING

FOR ACQUISITIONS UNDER THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION
FUND.
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WE'VE ALSO INCREASED FUNDING FOR COORDINATED WATER

QUALITY PROGRAMS, TO PROTECT THE WETLANDS WE ALREADY
HAVE. AND, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN SEVEN YEARS, SOME OF
THOSE DOLLARs WILL GO TOWARD ACQUIRING WETLANDS.

BUT WE'RE LOOKING FAR BEYOND THE FEDERAL ROLE. WE
WANT TO IMPROVE THE MANAGEMENT OF FEDERALLY-OWNED

NETLANDS, BY LEASING THEM TO CONCERNED GROUPS LIKE
YOURS.

- 13 -
AND, YOU KNOW, THE LOCAL MOMENTUM IS PICKING UP. JUST
LAST MONTH, MARYLAND'S GOVERNOR SCHAEFER APPROVED THE
NATION'S FIRST STATE NON-TIDAL WETLANDS LAW. IT’'S AN
OUTSTANDING PiECE OF WORK. EPA'ADMINISTRATOR'BILL
REILLY EMERGED AS A KEY SUPPORTER FOR THAT BILL -- AND
I'M ENCOURAGING HIM TO DO MORE.

WE'RE WORKING WITH AMERICAN FARMERS THROUGH THE

FARM BILL PROGRAM, TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR
WETLAND CONSERVATION.
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WHEREVER WETLANDS MUST GIVE WAY TG FARMING OR

.DEVELOPMENT, THEY WILL BE REPLACED OR EXPANDED

ELSEWHERE. IT’'S TIME ToO STAND THE HISTORY OF WETLANDS
DESTRUCTION ON ITS HEAD: FROM THIS YEAR FORWARD,
ANYONE WHO TRIES TO DRAIN THE SWAMP IS GOING TO BE UP

TO HIS EARS IN ALLIGATORS.

J
1
!
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LET ME SPEND A FEW MINUTES OUTLINING OUR
ENVIRONMENTAL PHILOSOPHY. OUR APPROACH TO WETLANDS
CONSERVATION IS DRIVEN BY A NEW KIND OF
ENVIRONMENTALISM -- A SET OF PRINCIPLES THAT APPLY TO
ALL OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES WE FACE. MWE

- BELIEVE THAT POLLUTION IS NOT THE INEVITABLE BY-PRODUCT

OF PROGRESS. SO THE FIRST PRINCIPLE IS THAT SOUND
ECOLOGY AND A STRONG ECONOMY CAN COEXIST. Burt LET’S
REMEMBER: THE BURDEN OF PROOF IS ON MAN, NOT NATURE.
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THE FACT IS, OUR ECOLOGY AND THE ECONOMY ARE
INTERDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENTALISTS AND ENTREPRENEURS
MUST SEE HOW MUCH THEIR INTERESTS ARE HELD IN COMMON .
IT'S TIME To HARNESS THE POWER OF THE MARKETPLACE IN
THE SERVICE OF THE ENVIRONMENT.

THE SECOND PRINCIPLE IS THAT A TRUE COMMITMENT TO

RESTORING THE NATION'S ENVIRONMENT REQUIRES MORE THAN
JUST A FEDERAL COMMITMENT.

| - 17 -
THE TRADITION OF PURELY FEDERAL, "TOP-DOWN" DIRECTIVES
WILL NEVER AGAIN BE ENOUGH. SO WE'RE WORKING TO
PRdMOTE%MORE CREATIVE STATE AND LOCAL INITIATIVES,
DRAWING THE ENERGY OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND THE PRIVATE
SECTOR INTO THE CAUSE OF CONSERVATION. ALL OF YOU IN

'THIS ROOM HAVE MADE THAT COMMITMENT -- NOW, IT MUST BE

AN ALL-AMERICAN COMMITMENT.
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OUR THIRD PRINCIPLE IS OBVIOUS, BUT TOO RARELY
ACTED UPON: THAT PREVENTING POLLUTION IS A FAR MORE
EFFICIENT STRATEGY THAN STRUGGLING TO DEAL WITH

. r
'PROBLEMS ONCE THEY'VE OCCURRED. FOR TOO LONG, WE'VE

FOCUSED ON CLEAN-UP AND PENALTIES AFTER THE DAMAGE IS
ALREADY DONE.

b reemetae
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IT's TIME TO RE-ORIENT OURSELVES USING TECHNOLOGIES AND

'PROCESSES THAT REDUCE OR PREVENT POLLUTION == TO STOP

IT BEFORE IT STARTS. IN THE 1990S, POLLUTION
PREVENTION WILL GO RIGHT TO THE SOURCE.

TECHNOLOGY.  HAS GIVEN uUs TREMENDOUS, AWESOME POWER
TO ALTER THE FACE OF THE EARTH. WE MUST USE IT To DO
GOOD. ENVIRONMENTAL SOUNDNESS AND INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

"MUST BE PARTNERS.
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INDUSTRY IS MAKING -- AND MUST CONTINUE TO MAKE --
ENVIRONMENTAL SOUNDNESS AN ESSENTIAL FACT OF AMERICAN
INDUSTRIAL LIFE.

WE'VE ALREADY TAKEN SEVERAL STEPS IN THAT
DIRECTION. AS YOU KNOW, I'VE CALLED FOR THE
EL:MINATION oF CFC's BY THE YEAR 2000. We'vE ALSO
REVIEWED THE CORPORATE AVERAGE FUEL EcoNoMY (CAFE)

- STANDARDS. WE'VE TIGHTENED THE STANDARD, AS THE LAW
ORIGINALLY INTENDED. -

- 21 -
"MoRE EFFICIENT CARS ARE GOOD FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT, AND
GOOD FOR OUR ENERGY SECURITY. WE'RE GOING TO PROMOTE
i THE USE OF ALTERNATIVE, "NEAT" FUEL TECHNOLOGY. AND
e I'VE PROPOSED FULL FUNDING TO DEVELOP CLEAN COAL

TECHNOLOGY.




- 22 -

THE FOURTH PRINCIPLE IS A RECOGNITION THAT
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS RESPECT NO BORDERS. S0 WE'RE
WORKING WITH NATIONS AROUND THE WORLD, TO PROVIDE
LEADERSHIP IN FINDING COOPERATIVE, INTERNATIONAL
SOLUTIONS. FROM JAPAN TO BRAZIL, WE'RE DISCUSSING WAYS
TO REVERSE RAINFOREST DEVASTATION. WE’'VE RECOMMENDED A
BAN ON INTERNATIONAL SHIPMENTS OF HAZARDOUS WASTE,

UNLESS AN AGREEMENT IS SIGNED THAT MAKES SURE WASTE IS
DISPOSED OF SAFELY. |

- 23 -

IN GERMANY TWO WEEKS AGO, I ANNOUNCED OUR INTENTION
TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES TO
THE NATIONS OF EASTERN EUROPE, TO HELP THEM HANDLE
POLLUTION PROBLEMS. SOME OF THE RIVERS IN THOSE
COUNTRIES ARE NOW SO POLLUTED, THEY CAN'T EVEN BE USED
FOR INDUSTRIAL COOLING -- BECAUSE THEY'RE TO0O
CORROSIVE. AND EVEN OUR RECOMMENDATION TO BAN THE
IMPORTATION OF ELEPHANT IVORY UNDERSCORES THIS NEW

"INTERNATIONAL EMPHASIS.
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THE FIFTH AND FINAL PRINCIPLE IS THAT EXISTING

ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS WILL BE VIGOROUSLY AND FIRMLY
ENFORCED. I'VE REQUESTED FUNDS TO HIRE MORE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROSECUTORS AT THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT.
AnD NExT WEEK, ADMINISTRATOR REILLY WILL DELIVER TO
CONGRESS A REPORT ON OVERHAULING THE SUPERFUND PROGRAM
FOR HAZARDOUS NASTE.‘-OUR MESSAGE ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL
LAW IS SIMPLE: POLLUTERS WILL PAY.

- 25 -

FINALLY, oN MonpAY, I WILL UNVEIL THE MOST SWEEPING

'CHANGES TO THE CLEAN AIR ACT SINCE IT WAS LAST AMENDED

TWELVE YEARS AGO. IT WILL ALLOW US.TO RECOVER AND
RESTORE PRECIOUS FOﬁESTS, LAKES, AND STREAMS. AND
WHETHER AMERICANS LIVE NEAR FACTORIES, IN CITIES, OR IN
HIGH WOdDLAND COUNTRY, 1T HILL SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE
EVERY NORTH AMERICAN’S QUALITY OF LIFE.
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SO THOSE ARE OUR FIVE PRINCIPLES: HARNESSING THE

POWER OF THE MARKETPLACE; STATE AND LOCAL INITIATIVE;

PROMOTING PREVENTION; INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION; AND

STRICT ENFORCEMENT;l BUT BEHIND ALL OF THE STUDIES, THE
FIGURES, AND THE DEBATES, THE ENVIRONMENT IS A MORAL
ISSUE. FOR IT IS WRONG TO PASS ON TO FUTURE
GENERATIONS A WORLD TAINTED BY PRESENT THOUGHTLESSNESS.
IT 1S UNJUST TO ALLOW THE NATURAL SPLENDOR BESTOWED TO
US TO BE COMPROMISED.

- 27 -

_IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE PRESERVE THE EARTH AND ALL ITS

BLESSINGS -- TO MEET THE CHALLENGE OF RENEWAL.

SOME FORTY YEARS AGO, A MAN NAMED ALDO LEOPOLD
WROTE A BOOK SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE HEARD OF. IT wAs
CALLED"A;§AND.COQNTY ALMANAC. IN IT, HE TALKED ABOUT

VALUES -- VALUES THAT I THINK YOU AND I SHARE. "THAT
LAND IS TO BE LOVED AND RESPECTED," LEOPOLD WROTE, "IS
AN EXTENSION OF ETHICS." THAT WAS FORTY YEARS AGO.
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SINCE THEN, MILLIONS OF ACRES OF WETLANDS, HABITAT FOR
SO MANY PLANTS AND ANIMALS, HAVE DISAPPEARED. AND THEY
CONTINUE TO VANISH AT AN ALARMING RATE -- SOME ONE-HALF
MILLION ACRES A YEAR. I WANT TO ASK YOU TODAY WHAT
THE GENERATIONS TO FOLLOW WILL SAY OF US FORTY YEARS
FROM NOW. IT coOULD BE THAT THEY WILL REPORT THE LOSS
OF MANY MILLION ACRES MORE. THE EXTINCTION OF SPECIES.
THE DISAPPEARANCE OF WILDERNESS AND WILDLIFE.

| - 29 -

OR THEY COULD REPORT SOMETHING ELSE. THEY COULD
REPORT THAT, SOMETIME AROUND 1989, THINGS BEGAN TO
CHANGE. THAT WE BEGAN TO HOLD ON TO OUR PARKS AND
REFUGES. THAT WE PROTECTED OUR SPECIES. AND THAT, IN
THAT YEAR; THE SEEDS OF A NEW POLICY ABOUT OUR VALUABLE
WETLANDS WERE SOWN -- A POLICY SUMMED UP IN THREE
SIMPLE WORDS: "No NET L0osSs." I PREFER THE SECOND
VISION OF AMERICA'S ENVIRONMENTAL FUTURE.
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A MAN I GREATLY ADMIRE, THEODORE ROOSEVELT, WAS THE
FIRST PRESIDENT TO ACT ON THAT IDEAL. WHEN HE SET
ASIDE THE GRAND CANYON AS A NATIONAL MONUMENT OF
NATURE, HIS WORDS OF wARNING WERE DRIVEN BY GREAT
PERSONAL CONVICTION. "LEAVE IT AS IT IS," HE SAID.
"YOu CANNOT IMPROVE ON IT. THE AGES HAVE BEEN AT WORK
ON IT, AND MAN CAN ONLY MAR IT. WHAT You CAN DO IS TO
KEEP IT --FOR YOUR CHILDREN, AND YOUR CHILDREN'S
CHILDREN..." |

- 31 -

RECOVERY, RESTORATION, AND RENEWAL -- THAT IS OUR

MORAL IMPERATIVE. FROM TODAY FORWARD, IT IS THE
ETHICAL LEGACY WE MUST INSPIRE IN EVERYAMERICAN.
To ONE OF THE GREAT PRIVATE SECTOR ORGANIZATIONS IN
“AMERICA: I THANK YOU. GOD BLESS YOU. AND GOD BLESS
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. |

# # #
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[ Thank you, Harry. You know, people often hear from elected
officials who say they’ve "always" supported their audience’s
particular cause. But I’'ve got a long history of support for
your efforts. Even back when I was playing ball in school, I

made it a point never to hit a fowl... (LONG PAUSE) ... ]]

You know, when my grandson was 10 years old, we went fishing
on Wyoming’s Jackson Lake, the Tetons soaring up to the sky. A
beautiful day, oné you see on postcards. Everything sparkied.
That day remains fixed in my mind. When I was running for
President, I made a promise -- to him, and to every child in

America -- that I would be a President committed to conservation.

It’s true, our children will inherit the earth. So any
vision of a kinder, gentler America -- any nation concerned about
its quality of life, now and fo;ever -- must be concerned about

conservation. It will not be enough to merely halt the damage

we've done. Our natural heritage must be recovered and restored.
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We saw it at Mt: St. Helens -- wé see it now in Yellowstone
Park, and in the'growth of Spring -- nature healing its wounds,
coming back to life. We can and should be nature’s partner.
That means an active stewardship of the natural world. It is
time to'renéw the environmental ethic in America -- and to renew
U.S. leadership on environmental issues, around the world.

Renewal is the way of nature. It must now become the way of man.

And that’s why I wanted to talk to you today. When this
organization was founded over fifty years>ago, in the Dust Bowl
days, there was just a handful of you committed to preserving and

restoring our wetlands. But by now, you’ve set aside over five
million acres as habitat. Raised nearly half a billion dollars.

Gotten wetlands projects going in each of the fifty states.

The partnerships you’ve set up with state and federal
agencies -- and with conservation groups like the Néture
Conservancy -- have been outstanding. You'’ve spread awareness
world-wide: convening groups of experts in biology and wildlife
management, agriculture, law enforcement, education, and state

and federal government -- as you have here today.

/f

I

That’s good news for ducks. [[ Let me warn you, though,
anybody who looks like a duck... or walks like a duck... is going
to hear from Dick Darman. The thought of "Ducks Unlimited" keeps

him up at night. ]] But your work is even better news for
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America. What you'ré doing represents just the kind of local,
on-site, private-sector initiative we must bring to every

environmental challenge.

As you know too well, our wetlands are béing lost at a rate
of nearly half a million acres a year. So every year, fewer
mallards and pintails make it to the pothole country. You may
remember my pledge, that our national goal would.be no net loss
of wetlands. I will keep that pledge. Together, we’re going to

deliver on the promise of renewal.

I've set up an Interagency Task Force to work with you --
with government at all levels -- and with the private-sector --
to stop the destruction of these precious habitats. . Their first
task is to develop a united federal policy for the North American

Waterfowl Management Plan here, and in Canada.

We’ve also asked for nearly $200 million in new funding for
acquisitions under the Land and Water Conservation Fund. For the
first time in seven years, some of those dollars will go toward
acquiring wetlands. And to keep the wetlands that we do save
healthy and pristine, we’ve also, increased funding for
coordinated water qpality progréﬁs. But the federal role, while

significant, pales in comparison to the groundswell of state and

local talent we must bring to bear.
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We’re looking to improve the management of federally-owned
wetlands, by leasing them to concerned groups like yours. And,
you know, the local momentum is picking up. Just last month,
Maryland’s Governor Schaefer approved the nation’s first state
wetlands law. It’s an outstanding piece of work, that requires
farmers and developers to come up with water-management plans --
and to replace any wetlands that are lost. EPA Administrator
Bill Reilly emerged as a key lobbyist for that bill -- and I'm

encouraging him to do more.

([ Maybe Bill’s told you about that wildlife illustrator, who
wanted to paint birds. Seems he was having trouble, because he
couldn’t tell one duck from another. Turns out he was duck

blind... but enough of this fowl humor... ]]

Wherever wetlands must give way fo farming or development,
they will be replaced or expanded elsewhere. 1It’s £ime to stand .
the history of wetlands destruction on its head: from this year
forward, anyone who tries to-drain the swamp is gding to be up to

his ears in alligators.

Our approach to wetlands c9nservation is driven by a new
kind of environmentalism -- a get-of principles that apply to all
of the environmental challenges we face. Pollution is not the’
inevitable by-product of progress. So the first principle is

that sound ecology and a strong economy can coexist.



The fact is, they must. The two are interdependent --
immediately, and ultimately. Environmentalists and entrepreneurs
must see how much their interests are held in common. It’s time
to harness the power of the marketplace in the service of the

environment.

The second principle is that a true commitment to restoring
the nation’s environment requires more than just a federal
commitment. The tradition of purely federal, "top-down"
directives will never again be enough. So we’re working to
promote more creative state and local initiatives, drawing the
energy of local communities and the private sector into the cause
of conservation. No one -- no one -- can ever afford to look the

other way again.

Our third principle is obvious, but too rarely’acted upon:
that preventing pollution is a far more efficient strategy than
struggling to‘deal with problems once they’ve occurred. For too
long, we’ve focused on clean-up and penalties after the damage is
already done. 1It’s time to re-oriént ourselves using
technologies and processes that/reduce or prevent pollution -- to
stop it before it starts. Poliﬁtion prevention in the 1990s will

be the environmental equivalent of a preemptive strike.
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Technology has given us tremendous, awesome power to alter
the face of the earth. We must use it to do good. Environmental

soundness must be the basis for any industrial design. Rather

than being tacked on, it’s being built into the process -- every
process -- by enlightened industry. They are making -- and must
continue to make -- environmental soundness an essential fact of

American industrial life.

As you know, I‘ve called for the elimination of CFCs by the
year 2000. But we’ve also reviewed the Corporate Average Fuel
Economy (CAFE) standards. We’'re determined to hold firm to the
present standard. We'’re going to promote the use of alternative,
"neat" fuel technology. And I’‘ve already proposed full funding

to develop clean coal technology.

The fourth principle is a recognition that environmental
problems respect no borders. So we’re working withlnations
around the world, to provide leadership in finding cooperative,
international solutions. I’ve already held meetings with leaders
in Japan and Brazil, discussing ways to reverse rainforest
devastation. We’ve recommended a ban on international shipments
of hazardous waste, unless strist environmental criteria are met

through bilateral agreements.

And in Germany two weeks ago, I announced.our intention to

provide technical assistance and new technologies for handling
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pollution problems to the nations of Eastern Europe. Some of the
rivers in those countries are now so polluted, they can’t even be

used for industrial cooling -- because they’re too corrosive.

The fifth and final principle is that existing environmental
laws will be vigorously and firmly enforced. I’'ve requested
funds to hire more environmental prosecutors at the Justice
Department. And next week, Administrator Reilly will deliver to
Congress a report on overhauling the Superfund project for
hazardous waste. 1It’s a package of 50 aggressive recommendations
-- combining the appeal of an open hand with the power of a
clenched fist. We are encouraging citizen participation, But

we’re backing it with a promise: Polluters will pay.

Finally, on Monday, I will unveil the most sweeping changes
to the Clean Air Act since it was written twelve years ago. It
will allow us to recover and restore hundreds of lakes, and '
thousands of miles of streams in the Northeast, Mideast, and in
eastern Canada. And it will significantly improve every
American’s quality of life -- whether they live near factories,
in cifies, or in high woodland country. |

/‘

Behind all of the studies, the figures, and the debates,
environmentalism is a moral issue. For it is wrong to pass on to
future generations a world tainted by present thoughtlessness.

It is unjust to allow the natural splendor bestowed to us to be
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compromised. It is imperative that we preserve the earth and all

its blessings -- to meet the challenge of renewal.

A man I greatly admire, Theodore Roosevelt, was the fifst
President to act on that ideal. When hé set aside the Grand
Canyon as a natural, national monument, his words of warning were
driven by great personal conviction. "Leave it as it is," he
said. "You cannot improve on it. The éges have been at work on
it, and man can only mar it. What you égg_do is to keep it --

for your children, and your children’s children..."

Recovery, restoration, and renewal -- that is our moral
imperative. From today forward, it is the ethical legacy we must

inspire in every American.

Thank you. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.
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Thank, you, Harry. Ambassador Burney of Canada; Secretary
Lujan;‘%eilly; members of Congress; friends. You know,
when my grandson was 10 years old, we went fishing on Wyoming'’s
Jackson Lake, the Tetons soaring up to the sky. A beautiful day,

one you see on postcards. Everything sparkled. That day remains

fixed in my mind.

It’s true, our children will inherit the earth. So any
vision of a kinder, gentler America -- any nation concerned about
its quality of life, now and forever -- must be concerned about
conservation. It will not be enough to merely halt the damage

we’ve done. Our natural heritage must be recovered and restored.

We saw it at Mt. St. Helens -- we see it now in Yellowstone
Park, and in the growth of Spring -- nature healing its wounds,
coming back to life. We can and should be nature’s partner.
That means an active stewardship of the natural world. It is
time to renew the environmental ethic in America -- and to renew
U.S. leadership on environmental issues, around the world.

Renewal is the way of nature. It must now become the way of man.
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And that’s why I wanted to talk to you today. When this
organization was founded over fifty years ago, in the Dust Bowl
days, there was just a handful of you committed to preserving and
restoring our wetlands. And just about that time, a few hunters
got together and formed a little group called Ducks Unlimited.
{‘,k%%&d.

)

Since then, you’ve set aside over five million acres as
habitat. Raised nearly half a billion dollars. Started wetlands
projects in each of the fifty states. For a simple reason: 75
percent of the remaining wetlands in the continental U.S. are

privately owned. [%e can’'t do it without your help:l,'b”'l

The partnerships you’ve set up with state and federal
agencies -- and with conservation groups like the Nature
Conservancy and the National Wildlife Foundation -- have been
outstanding. Ziou've spread awareness world-wide: convening
groups of experts in biology and wildlife management,

agriculture, law enforcement, education, and state and federal

government -- as you have here todayi}?,éulclz_

That’s good news for ducks. |[[ Let me warn you, though,
anybody who looks like a duck... or walks like a duck... is going
to hear from Dick Darman. The thought of "Ducks Unlimited" keeps
him up at night. ]] But your work is even better news for

America. What you’re doing represents just the kind of local,
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on-site, private-sector initiative we must bring to every

environmental challenge.

As you know too well, our wetlands are being lost at a rate
of nearly half a million acres a year. So every year, fewer
mallards and pintails make it to the pothole country. You may
femember my pledge, that our national goal would be no net loss
of wetlands. T will keep that pledge. Together, we’re going to

deliver on the promise of renewal.

I've set up an Interagency Task Force, under the Domestic

Policy Council, to work with you -- with government at all levels
-- and with the private sector -- to stop the destruction of

these precious habitats. ' Their first task is to develop a united
federal pdlicy for the North American Waterfowl Management Plan
here, and in Canada. Canada has lost over 40 percent of her

wetlands. The time has come to say stop.

To support the Plan, this week Secretary Lujan proposed a
new trust fund -- using interest from the Pittman-Robertson Fund
-- that would contribute about $10 million dollars. Our goal is
to restore a fall flight of more than 100 million birds. We'’re
looking at legislation from Senators Mitchell and Chaffee, and
Congressmen Dingell and Conte. There are a few details to be

worked out, but the basic thrust of the legislation is sound. I
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look forward to signing a bill to conserve North American

wetlands this year.

We’ve also asked for nearly $200 million in new funding for
/
acquisitions under the Land and Water Conservation Fund. [ For the

first time in seven years, some of those dollars will go toward

acquiring wetlands. j We’ve also increased funding for coordinated

water quality programs, to protect e wetlands we already have.

bolg

But we’re looking far beyond the fede

We want to improve the management of federally-owned
wetlands, by leasing them to concerned groups like yours. And,
you know, the local momentum is picking up. Just last month,
Maryland’s Governor Schaefer approved the nation’s first state
non-tidal wetlands law. It’s an outstanding piece of work, tirert
Legquires—farmeTs and deVEopers—teo—eone—up—witirwater=maragenert—
prans -- ang—to—sepiaee—any—wettends—tiratare—tost. EPA
Administrator Bill Reilly emerged as a key supporter for that

bill -- and I'm encouraging him to do more.

We're working with American farmers through the Farm Bill
program, to provide technical assistance for wetland
conservation. Wherever wetlands must give way to farming or
development, they will be replaced or expanded elsewhere. 1It’s

time to stand the history of wetlands destruction on its head:
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from this year forward, anyone who tries to drain the swamp is

going to be up to his ears in alligators.

Let me spend a few minutes outlining our environmental
philosophy. Our approach to wetlands conservation is driven by a
new kind of environmentalism -- a set of principles that apply to
all of the environmental challenges we face. We believe that
pollution is not the inevitable by-product of progress. So the
first principle is that sound ecology and a strong economy can

coexist.

Bold

ppm—
But let’s remember: th urden of proof is onﬁ;;;j_;§£:>

<:nature.5 The fact is, our ecology and the economy are

interdependent -- immediately, and ultimately. Environmentalists

and entrepreneurs must see how much their interests are held in
common. It’s time to harness the power of the marketplace in the

service of the environment.

The second principle is that a true commitment to restoring
the nation’s environment requires more than just a federal
commitment. The tradition of purely federal, "top-down"
directives will never again be enough. So we’re working to
promote more creative state and local initiatives, drawing the
energy of local communities and the private sector into the cause
of conservation. All of you in this room have madefgyg;mmitment -
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Our third principle is obvious, but too rarely acted upon:
that preventing pollution is a far more efficient strategy than
struggling to deal with problems once they’ve occurred. For too

long, we’ve focused on clean-up and penalties after the damage is

already done. It’s time to re-orient ourselves using
technologies and processes that reduce or prevent pollution -- to

stop it before it starts. Pollution prevention in the 1990s will

go right to the source.

Technology has given us tremendous, awesome power to alter
the face of the earth! We must use it to do good. Environmental

st b
soundness must De—the—basts 0¥ any industrial designy Rether
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process—="Dy enrightened—imdustry+—=Fhey are making -- and must

continue to make -- environmental soundness an essential fact of

American industrial life.

We’ve already taken several steps in that direction. As you
know, I’'ve called for the elimination of CFCs by the year 2000.
We’'ve also reviewed the Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE)
standards. We’ve tightened the standard, as the law originally
intended. More efficient cars are good for our environment, and
good for our energy security. We’'re going to promote the use of
alternative, "neat" fuel technology. And I’'ve proposed full

funding to develop clean coal technology.



The fourth principle is a recognition that environmental
problems respect no borders. So we’re working with nations

around the world, to provide leadership in finding cooperative,

international solutions. FHyre—atready hetdmeetings—withr—teaders

tn Japan ameé-Brazil, dlscu551ng ways to reverse rainforest

devastation. We’ve recommended a ban on international shipments

of hazardous waste, unless an agreement is signed that makes sure
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waste is disposed o afe Earlier—this week—f-also
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And in Germany two weeks ago, I announced our intention to
provide technical assistance and new technologies to the nations
of Eastern Europe, to help them handle pollution problems. Some
of the rivers in those countries are now so polluted, they can’t
even be used for industrial cooling -- because they’re too

corrosive.

The fifth and final principle is that existing environmental
laws will be vigorously and firmly enforced. 1I’'ve requested
funds to hire more environmental prosecutors at the Justice
Department. And next week, Administrator Reilly will deliver to
Congress a report on overhauling the Superfund Program for
hazardous waste. Our message about environmental law is simple:

Polluters will pay.
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Finally, on Monday, I will unveil the most sweeping changes

to the Clean Air Act since it was last amended twelve years ago.

(el
It will allow us to recover and restore lakes, and
Lheuweands—of-mites—ef streams, i o east, .

ewsTEIN camada. And it will significantly improve every
American’s quality of life -- whether they live near factories,

in cities, or in high woodland country.

Behind all of the studies, the figures, and the debates, the
environment is a moral issue. For it is wrong to pass on to
future generations a world tainted by present thoughtlessness.

It is unjust to allow the natural splendor bestowed to us to be
compromised. It is imperative that we preserve the earth and all

its blessings -- to meet the challenge of renewal.

Forty-eme years ago, a man named Aldo Leopold wrote a book

some of you may have heard of. It was called A Sand County

Almanac. In it, he talked about values -- values that I think
you and I share. "That land is to be loved and respected,"
Leopold wrote, "is an extension of ethics." That was forty years

ago. Since then, millions of acres of wetlands, habitat for so
many plants and animals, have disappeared. And they continue to

vanish at an alarming rate -- some one-half million acres a year.

I want to ask you today what the generations to follow will

say of us forty years from now. It could be that they will
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report the loss of many million acres more. The extinction of

species. The disappearance of wilderness and wildlife.

Or they could report something else. They could report
that, sometime around 1989, things began to change. That we
began to hold on to our parks and refuges. That we protected our
species. And that, in that year, the seeds of a new policy about
our valuable wetlands were sown -- a policy summed up in three
simple words: "No net loss." I prefer the second vision of

America’s environmental future.

A man I greatly admire, Theodore Roosevelt, was the first
President to act on that ideal. When he set aside the Grand
Canyon as a national monument of nature, his words of warning
were driven by great personal conviction. "Leave it as it is,"
he said. "You cannot improve on it. The ages have been at work
on it, and man can only mar it. What you can do is to keep it --

for your children, and your children’s children..."

Recovery, restoration, and renewal -- that is our moral
imperative. From today forward, it is the ethical legacy we must
inspire in every American.

zeciles e it Amecen T
To e WWM 0590"“7"’2""
Thank you. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.
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Water Conservation Fund -- $206 Million acquisition.

The following wetlands will be acquired as a result of requests
from Ducks Unlimited:

Ace River in South Carolina
Trempeleau in Wisconsin

Cape May in New Jersey
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((Thank you, Harry.))
Forty one years ago, a man named Aldo Leopold wrote a
book some of you may have heard of. It was called A Sand

County Almanac.

In it, he talked about values -- values that frankly, I
think you and I share.

"That land is to be loved and respected," Leépold
wrote, "is an extension of ethics."

In fact, he called for the adoption of a "Land Ethic",
characterized by respect foir soils and waters and plants an
animals.

That was forty years ago. Since then, millions of
acres of wetlands, habitat for so many plants and animals,
have disappeared. And they continue to vanish at an
alarming rate -- some one-half million acres a year.

I want to ask you today what the generations to follow
will say of us forty years from now.

It could be that they will report the loss of many
million more acres. The extinction of species. The
disappearance of wilderness and wildlife.

Or they could report something else. They could report
that, sometime around 1989, things began to change. That we

began to hold on to our parks and refuges. That we
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protected our species. And that in that year, the seeds of
a new policy about our valuable wetlands were sown, a policy
summed up in three simple words -- "no net loss."

Needless to say, I prefer the second vision of

America's environmental future.
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[[ Thank you, Harry. You know, people often hear from elected

offici who say they’ve "a s" supported their audience’s

my mind. When I

our children wi

It’s true, it the earth. So any

vision of a ion concerned about

its quality of life,
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we'’ve done.
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[[ Let me warn you, though,

That’s good news for ducks.

anybody who looks like a duck... or walks like a duck... is going

to hear from Dick Darman.

1]

- The thought of "Ducks Unlimited" keeps

him up at night.
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waterfowl, our ducks and geese. That is what you folks live for,

waiting out the hot, humid summers in anticipation of the first
hints of cool fall air that signal the coming flights of mallards
and pintails. kgp recent years fewer and fewer ducks have been
coming south. In 1985 we experienced the lowest fall flight -- 62
million birds -- of historical record. A decade earlier, in 1975,

%%e just before I left this country to go to China as our country's

Liaison Offlcer the fall fll%ht approached 100 million ducks. ég?

sts have averaged just over 9 million.

As all of you assembled here know, the majority of our waterfowl

breed in the prairies of our northern plains states and Canada's

—~ P S5-ealled
. breadbasket ,—Fhd-s—i-

"pothole country",

What are—the—ducks~teriing-us? Waterfowl are dependent on wetlands
throughout their lifecycle. Io._the U.S —ocur—wetiands—trave—seen
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well, |our MetYands Axe- being lost at™ & rdte

s a/yea i Sb eve year, fewe
mallards and pintails make it tb the ppthqle cpuntry. Ygu ls
remember 4\ pledge, that our national /goal wonld be no net [loss
Jf wetlands. X will keep |[that pledge. ggether, we’'re goi g to
delivey on the promise of ewal.

I‘'ve set up an Interagency Task Force to work with you --

with government at all levels -- and with the private sector --

task is to develop a united federal policy fo
Waterfowl agement Plan here, d in Candda.
oY
We’ve also asked for $200 million in new funding for

acquisitions under the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

For the

first time in seven years, some of those dollars will gp toward
acquiring wetlands. And to keep the wetlands that we /do save
healthy and pristine, we’ve also, increased funding fgr

/

coordinated water quality progréms. But the feder role, while
significant, pales in comparison to the groundswell of state and

local talent we must bring to bear.
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We’'re looking to improve the management of federally-owned 4/
wetlands, by lea'sling them to concerned groups like yours. And, (/AA
you know, the local momentum is picking up.. Just last month, Ql/
Maryland’s Governor Schaefer approved the nation’s first state °’

wetlands law. It’s an outstanding piece of work, that requires vac@Q5

farmers and developers to come up with water-management plans -- DQ
and to replace any wetlands that are lost. EPA Administrator CJHB
Bill Reilly emerged as a key lobbyist for that bill -- and I'm AL

encouraging him to do more.

blind... but enough of this fowl humor... 1]]

Wherever wetlands must give way to farming or development,

they will be replaced or expanded elsewhere, 's time to stand

forward, anyone who tries to e swamp is going to be to é%%%;7
his ears in alligators.

Our approach to wetlands c9nservation is driven by a new
kind of environmentalism -- a éet of principles that apply to all
of the environmental challenges we face. Pollution is not the
inevitable by-product of progress. So the first principle is

that sound ecology and a strong economy can coexist. {z

(0t bodoe of ot b o st 1Y)
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The fact is, they must. The two are interdependent --
immediately, and ultimately. Environmentalists and entrepreneurs
must see how much their interests are held in common. It’s time
to harness the power of the marketplace in the service of the

environment.

The second principle is that a true commitment to restoring
the nation’s environment requires more than just a federal
commitment. The tradition of purely federal, "top-down"
directives will never again be enough. So we’re working to
promote more creative state and local initiatives, drawing the
energy of local communities and the private sector into the cause

of conservation. [/ No one -- no one -- can ever afford to look the

other way agai{ij%_;7;¢Lu£f CﬂbQ<‘#ﬁQ§ Lo

Our third principle is obvious, but too rarely’acted upon:
that preventing pollution is a far more efficient strategy than
struggling to deal with problems once they’ve occurred. For too
long, we’ve focused on clean-up and penalties after the damage is
already done. It’s time to re-orient ourselves using
technologies and processes that/reduce or prevent pollution -- to
stop it before it starts. Poliution prevention in the 1990s will

be the environmental equivalent of a preemptive strike.

(g )
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Technology has éiven us tremendous, awesome power to alter
the face of the earth. We must use it to do good. Environmental
soundness must be the basis for any industrial design. Rather
than being tacked on, it’s being built into the process -- every
process -- by enlightened industry. They are making -- and must
continue to make -- environmental soundness an essential fact of

American industrial life. le‘ipr

As you know, I‘ve called for the elimination of CFCs by the

year 2000. But we’ve also rev1ewed the Corporate Average Fueﬁ
welve Tylded fg s, a5 Ry law oy ¢

Economy (CAFE) standards.
(N1 M e ws/s oNt «hA&sf’hﬂ envivomk fnz‘ Lo e eney gacwﬁ\q*

~p£eseat'stanaafd. We’'re going to promote the

se of’alternative,

7.y
The fourth principle is & recognition that environmental ° Nl
problems respect no borders. So we’re working with nations j(
around the world, to provide leadership in finding cooperative, Ov
international solutions. 1I’ve already held meetings with leade d
in Japan and Brazil, discussing ways to reverse rainforest
devastation. We’ve recommended a ban on international shipments er

of hazardous waste, unless

t-hrc'u'gh—bﬂ;era{ agreement gz Aﬁ 5' ’k% MWV/I WSLV?
Paox wall s &‘f?%9479€ ﬂﬂ?ﬁzﬂ E§f2

And in Germany two weeks ago, I announced our intention to

t

provide technical assistance and new technologies for handling
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pollution problems to the nations of Eastern Europe. Some of the

rivers in those countries are now so polluted, they can’t even be

used for industrial cooling -- because they’re too corrosive.

The fifth and final principle is that existing environmental

laws will be vigorously and firmly enforced. 1I’ve requested

-funds to hire more environmental prosecutors at the Justice

Department. And next week, Administrator Reilly will deliver to
Congress a report on overhauling the Superfund project for

hazardous waste. 1It’s a package of 50 aggressive fecommendations {kJQ/
-- combining the appeal of an open hand with the power of a

clenched fist. We are encouraging citizen participation, but

‘we’re backing it with a promise: Polluters will pay.

Finally, on Monday, I will unv%}l the most sweeping changes
to the Clean Air Act since it w524;;£2:£g22;e1ve years ago. It
will allow us to recovér and restore hundreds of lakes, and
thousands of miles of streams in the Northeast, Midgast, and in
eastern Canada. And it will significantly improve every

American’s quality of life -- whether they live near factories,

in cities, or in high woodland: country.

/ .
Behind all of the studies, the figures, and the debates,
environmentalism is a moral issue. For it is wrong to pass on to

future generations a world tainted by present thoughtlessness.

It is unjust to allow the natural splendor bestowed to us to be
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compromised. It is imperative that we preserve the earth and all
its blessings -- to meet the challenge of renewal.
s
A man I greatly admire, Theodore Roosevelt, was the first
President to act on that ideal. When he set aside the Grand
Canyon as a natural, national monument, his words of warning were
driven by great personal conviction. "Leave it as it is," he
said. "You cannot improve on it. The ages have been at work on 61[~
it, and man can only mar it. What you can do is to keep it --

for youf children, and your children’s children..."

Recovery, restoration, and renewal -- that is our moral
imperative. From today forward, it is the ethical legacy we must

inspire in every American.

Thank you. God bles$s|you. And God bless the United States

!

of America.

/
15t
ol o~ Yoy Q”’b\(

W

v/'



R

S AL B e e W el wbh L@gﬂ |

_wh%“ e sodris Necewiablle 4 sont Wi\
e, foo R han lacbrad

Dbt ¢

it Ul LA ) ko U Gt
| | Y TS W A M\,\WWA@KOA
Lol o el lefe veosa v
Lvleg b w&m&wﬂwﬁw :
o el e e e st agd e
R PR SRV R e
I ek s oo shw_ _v\wwi«/& |
ke vt va K e Wb, o it -
s eswedi b o s i - i
a_,\D\/QN- e e ;

b\kﬁsé ;10\957 w W ot onet

. . i . .
! i { .
i | X '







8
compromised. It is imperative that we preserve the earth and all

its blessings -- to meet the challenge of renewal.

A man I greatly admire, Theodore Roosevelt, was the first
President to act on that ideal. When he set aside the Grand
Canyon as a natural, national monument, his words of warning were
driven by great personal conviction. "Leave it as it is," he
said. "You cannot improve on it. The ages have been at work on
it, and man can only mar it. What you can do is to keep it --

for your children, and your children’s children..."

f
Recovery, restoration, and renewal -- that is our moral
imperative. From today forward, it is the ethical legacy we must

inspire in every American.

Thank you. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.
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pollution problems to the nations of Eastern Europe. Somexgj,%he
rivers in those countries are now so polluted, they can’t even be

used for industrial cooling -- because they’re too corrosive.

The fifth and final principle is that existing environmental
laws will be vigorously and firmly enforced. 1I’'ve requested
funds to hire more environmental prosecutors at the Justice
Department. And next week, Administrator Reilly will deliver to
Congress a report on overhauling the Superfund project for
hazardous waste. 1It’s a package of 50 aggressive recommendations
-- combining the appeal of an open hand with the power of a
clenched fist. We are encouraging citizen participation, but

we’'re backing it with a promise: Polluters will pay.

Finally, on Monday, I will unveil the most sweeping changes
to the Clean Air Act since it was written twelve years ago. It
will allow us to recover and restore hundreds of lakes, and
thousands of miles of streams in the Northeast, Mideast, and in
eastern Canada. And it will significantly improve every
American’s quality of life -- whether they live near factories,

in cities, or in high woodland country.

Behind all of the studies, the figures, and the debates,
environmentalism is a moral issue. For it is wrong to pass on to
future generations a world tainted by present thoughtlessness.

It is unjust to allow the natural splendor bestowed to us to be



(Lange/Wallace)
June 6, 1989
8:45 a.m.
[ DUCKS .DOC]
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DUCKS UNLIMITED -- SIXTH INTERNATIONAL
WATERFOWL SYMPOSIUM
CRYSTAL GATEWAY MARRIOTT

THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 1989
1:00 P.M.

l%df
A£d£w4é£z§a17./%;mxﬁz5§uz¥%;725~xjwﬂq¢£¢:Z%6;/uae L%24%4{

([ Thank you, Harry. /1You know, people often hear from elected
officials who say they’ve "always" supported their audience’s
particular cause. But I’'ve got a long history of support for
your efforts. Even back when I was playing ball in school, I

made it a point never to hit a fowl... (LONG PAUSE) ... 1]

You know, when my grandson was 10 years old, we went fishing
on Wyoming’s Jackson Lake, the Tetons soaring up to the sky. A
beautiful day, one you see on postcards. Everything sparkled.
That day remains fixed in my mind. When I was running for
President, I made a promise -- to him, and to every child in

America -- that I would be a President committed to conservation.

It’s true, our children will inherit the earth. So any
vision of a kinder, gentler America -- any nation concerned about
its quality of life, now and forever -- must be concerned about
conservation. It will not be enough to merely halt the damage

we’ve done. Our natural heritage must be recovered and restored.
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We saw it at Mt. St. Helens -- we see it now in Yellowstone
Park, and in the growth of Spring -- nature healing its wounds,
coming back to life. We can and should be nature’s partner.
That means an active stewardship of the natural world. It is
time to renew the environmental ethic in America -- and to renew
U.S. leadership on environmental issues, around the world.

Renewal is the way of nature. It must now become the way of man.

And that’s why I wanted to talk to you today. When this
organization was founded over fifty years ago, in the Dust Bowl
days, there was just a handful of you committed to preserving and

Srwee Yhn, _
restoring our wetlands. 7 you’'ve set aside over five

million acres as habitat. Raised nearly half a billion dollars.

Gottem wetlands projects -going=in each of the fifty states.

The partnerships you’ve set up with state and federal
agencies -- and with conservation groups like the Nature
ool W bl frikood IS frarndeii
Conservancyn-— have been outstanding. You’ve spread awareness
world-wide: convening groups of experts in biology and wildlife

management, agriculture, law enforcement, education, and state

and federal government -- as you have here today.

That’s good news for ducks. [[ Let me warn you, though,
anybody who looks like a duck... or walks like a duck... is going
to hear from Dick Darman. The thought of "Ducks Unlimited" keeps

him up at night. ]] But your work is even better news for



]
America. What you’re doing represents just the kind of local,
on-site, private-sector initiative we must bring to every

environmental challenge.

As you know too well, our wetlands are being lost at a rate
of nearly half a million acres a year. So every year, fewer
mallards and pintails make it to the pothole country. You may
remember my pledge, that our national goal would be no net loss
of wetlands. I will keep that pledge. Together, we’re going to
deliver on the promise of renewal.

ey

I've set up an Interagency ;::£b2§lcg4£§£2£ik ;fi;kﬁi; -
with government at all levels -- and with the private sector --
to stop the destruction of these precious habitats. Their first
task is to develop a united federal policy for the North American

Waterfowl Management Plan here, and in Canada.

We’ve also asked for nearly $200 million in new funding for

acquisitions under the Land and Water Conservation Fund. For the

first time in seven years, some of those dollars .wi =

will go toward
g g

acquiring wetlands:\\‘
healthy-and-pristin®, we ve also increased fundln for

/ W a’ %
coordinated water quality programs, ﬁBut he federal role, %hlle

significant, pales in comparison to the groundswell of state and

local talent we must bring to bear.
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/\ wetlands law. It’s an outstanding piece of work, that requires

4
We’'re looking to improve the management of federally-owned
wetlands, by leasing them to concerned groups like yours. And,
you know, the local momentum is picking up. Just last month,

Maryland’s Governor Schaefer approved the nation’s first state

farmers and developers to come up with water-management plans --
and to replace any wetlands that are lost. EPA Administrator

¥eof
Bill Reilly emerged as a key igggfisc~£oé>that bill -- and I'm

encouraging him to do more.

ABis
[[ Maybe %igf’s told you about that wildlife illustrator, who
wanted to paint birds. Seems he was having trouble, because he
couldn’t tell one duck from another. Turns out he was duck

blind... but enough of this fowl humor.

O

/QWherever wetlands must give way to farming or development,

they will be replaced or expanded elsewhere. It’s time to stand SyéT’

the history of wetlands destruction on its head: from this year

forward, anyone who tries to drain the swamp is going to be up to

his ears in alligators.

Our approach to wetlands conservation is driven by a new
kind of environmentalism -- a set of principles that apply to all
of the environmental challenges we face. Pollution is not the
inevitable by-product of progress. So the first principle is

that sound ecology and a strong economy can coexist.

My



The fact is, they must. The two are interdependent --
immediately, and ultimately. Environmentalists and entrepreneurs
must see how much their interests are held in common. It’s time
to harness the power of the marketplace in the service of the

environment.

The second principle is that a true commitment to restoring
the nation’s environment requires more than just a federal
commitment. The tradition of purely federal, "top-down"
directives will never again be enough. So we'’re working to
promote more creative state and local initiatives, drawing the
energy of local communities and the private sector into the cause
of conservation. No one -- no one -- can ever afford to look the

other way again.

Our third principle is obvious, but too rarely acted upon:
that preventing pollution is a far more efficient strategy than
struggling to deal with problems once they’ve occurred. For too
long, we’ve focused on clean-up and penalties after the damage is
already done. 1It’s time to re-orient ourselves using
technologies and processes that reduce or prevent pollution -- to

stop it before it starts. Pollution prevention in the 1990s will
5
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Technology has given us tremendous, awesome power to alter
the face of the earth. We must use it to do good. Environmental

soundness must be the basis for any industrial design. Rather

than being tacked on, it’s being built into the process -- every
process -- by enlightened industry. They are making -- and must
continue to make -- environmental soundness an essential fact of

American industrial life.

As you know, I've called for the elimination of CFCs by the
year 2000. But we’ve also reviewed the Corporate Average Fuel
Economy (CAFE) standards. We’'re determined to hold firm to the
present standard. We’re going to promote the use of alternative,
"neat" fuel technology. And I’'ve already proposed full funding

to develop clean coal technology.

The fourth principle is a recognition that environmental
problems respect no borders. So we’re working with nations
around the world, to provide leadership in finding cooperative,
international solutions. I’ve already held meetings with leaders
in Japan and Brazil, discussing ways to reverse rainforest
devastation. We’ve recommended a ban on international shipments

of hazardous waste, unless strict environmental criteria are met

through bilatéral agreements. daAJz;ZZéE/Aﬂ%é{cé?aé%F/¢¢Q%uw44$£{/

And in Germany two weeks ago, I announced our intention to

provide technical assistance and new technologies £ar_hand%tmgl’
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pollution problemsote~the—nations—ef—ﬂastern*ﬂurepe:?/Some of the
rivers in those countries are now so polluted, they can’t even be

used for industrial cooling -- because they’re too corrosive.

The fifth and final principle is that existing environmental
laws will be vigorously and firmly enforced. 1I’'ve requested
funds to hire more environmental prosecutors at the Justice
Department. And next week, Administrator Reilly will deliver to
Congress a report on overhauling the Superfund pfgg;am for
hazardous waste. 1It’s a package of 50 aggressive recommendations
-- combining the appeal of an open hand with the power of a
clenched fist. We are encouraging citizen participation, but

we’'re backing it with a promise: Polluters will pay.

Finally, on Monday, I will unveil the most sweeping changes

to the Clean Air Act since it was written years ago. It

will allow us to recover and restore hundreds of lakes, and G%fVD\
thousands of miles of streams in the Northeast, Mideast, and in { d
eastern Canada. And it will significantly improve every ?$é/

American’s quality of life -- whether they live near factories,

in cities, or in high woodland country.

Behind all of the studies, the figures, and the debates,
%{environmenta%ésﬁ?is a moral issue. For it is wrong to pass on to
future generations a world tainted by present thoughtlessness.

It is unjust to allow the natural splendor bestowed to us to be
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compromised. It is imperative that we preserve the earth and all

its blessings -- to meet the challenge of renewal.

A man I greatly admire, Theodore Roosevelt, was the first
President to act on that ideal. When he set aside the Grand
Canyon as a natuxa%é}hational monumeng) hiscéords of warning were
driven by great personal conviction. "Leave it as it is," he
said. "You cannot improve on it. The ages have been at work on

it, and man can only mar it. What you can do is to keep it --

for your children, and your children’s children..."

Recovery, restoration, and renewal -- that is our moral
imperative. From today forward, it is the ethical legacy we must

inspire in every American.

Thank you. God bless you. And God bless the United States

of America.



