Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:

FOIA
MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

S

Record Group/Collection:  George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin: Speechwriting, White House Office of
Series: Speech File Draft Files

Subseries: Chron File, 1989-1993

OA/ID Number: 13487
Folder ID Number: 13487-014

Folder Title:
Governor's State Dinner Toast, 5/22/89

Section: 3 Position:

6 7




RIS 57z Sioem -

(Smith/Blessey)
May 22, 1989
F¢3yg?fDraﬁt;Qne

s - GOV

PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNOR'S STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989
7:45 P.M.

Fellow public servants, politicians, and stem-winding
orators.

On behalf of every American, it is an honor to welcome you
to what Franklin Roosevelt called the house "owned by all the

people" -- and which Harry Truman termed "the finest prison in
the world."

Moreover, it is a distinct personal pleasure to be with you.
As a certain former colleague of yours Keeps reminding me,
America's Governors are where the action is.

In that context, I want first to commend Governor Baliles
for his leadership of the NGA. And let me also pass on my best
wishes to Governor Branstad, as he becomes your new chairman.

You know, Henry Bellmon will like this ohe: His fellow
Oklahoman, Will Rogérs, once said, "Politics isn't worrying this
country one-tenth as much as parking space." What Will meant was
that often Washington loses perspective. We forget what matters:
People, and their concerns.

Well, as Governors, you can't afford to lose perspective
[PAUSE] . . . not if you want to keep on being Governor. There's
always a budget to balance,_a school to be built. Your greatest

test is a daily test -- to find what works.
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I, too, like what works. And I understand your problems
[PAUSE] . . . if I didn't, I have a hunch John Sununu would help
me. And we gather here beneath a painting which form; a study in
how problems can be met, and overcome. I'm referring, of course,
to this poftrait of Lincoln painted by George Healy exactly 120
years ago.

I've said that Lincoln is one of my favorite Presidents. I
supéose virtually every American feels that way. And I'm
reminded daily of our 16£h President. For so often I pass the
room which served as Lincoln's office.

As President, Lincoin abolished slavery. He saved the
Union.. He preserved for future generations the canons of
democracy. ‘In this painting you sense Lincoln's agony, and his
greatness. In fact, all around us you feél the sweep of American
history. And of the men and women who acted -- boldly,
courageously -- to write its pages.

My friends, our pages, too, can be extraordinaiy,
fascinating. Look at the change in China. Or the winds of
freedom blowing in the Soviet Union. Look at the accord in
Angola. or Panama, where its people -- like so many others
around the world -- yearn for freedom and democracy.,

Around the globe, leaders are learning what you already
know: To survive, government must be responsive and responsible.
For if not,'the people will find leaders who are. Thaf's why we

have that marvelous device called a "free election.”
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It's not easy, of course -- this governing. 'Indeed,
sometimes you must feel as Lincoln did. One night, a stranger
found him in the street with two of his sons, both of whom were
sobbing uncontrollably. '

"Whatever is the matter with the boys, Mr. Lincoln?" the
stranger asked. Lincoln sighed, then observed, "Just what's the
Aatter with the whole world. I've got three walnuts, and each
wants ﬁwo.“

Yes, public officials are often pulled in countless

directions. But, always, we treasure these American lessons:

Democracy works. Our system works. It works in Dover and Des

Moines. It works in Portland, Oregon, and Portland, Maine. It
works because when it comes to problem-solving, Washington
doesn't know best. The people do.

Jefferson wrote, "The God who gave us life, gave us liberty
at the same time." My friends, let us use that liberty~t§ find
solutions, find what works, and enrich our lives. And in that
spirit, I ask all of you to raise your glassesﬁ |

-- ' To the American people;
-- To you, their trustees;
— And to the American system that remains, after 200

years, the greatest in the history of the world.



REMARKS: THANK YOU TO MICHAEL FEINSTEIN

-- LOVE OF AMERICAN CLASSICAL SONGS BEGAN IN HIS YOUTH.
SINCE THEN, GRACED COUNTLESS BROADWAY SHOWS AND CONCERT
ENGAGEMENTS -~ SHOWCASING AMERICA'S FINEST COMPOSERS.

-- TONIGHT, YOU'VE DONE SAME -- IN FACT, DONE DOUBLE
DUTY. FIRST, AT LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, SALUTING GEORGE
AND IRA GERSHWIN . . . AND NOW HERE.

-- OUR SPECIAL THANKS FOR SHARING YOUR TALENT.
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o TOAST:  GOVERNOR’'S STATE DINNER
‘ STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989
7:45 P.M.

FELLOW PUBLIC SERVANTS, POLITICIANS, AND STEM-
WINDING ORATORS. |

-2 -
IT IS AN HONOR TO WELCOME YOU TO WHAT FRANKLIN
ROOSEVELT CALLED THE HOUSE "OWNED BY ALL THE . . .
PEOPLE" -- AND WHICH HARRY TRUMAN TERMED "THE FINEST
PRISON IN THE WORLD" -- INCIDENTALLY BARBARA AND I
DON'T FEEL IMPRISONED IN THIS MAGNIFICENT PLACE -- WE
LOVE IT HERE. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEMPT TO DISPLACE US --
ANY OF YOU.
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I WANT TO COMMEND GOVERNOR BALILES FOR HIS
LEADERSHIP OF THE NGA. AND LET ME ALSO PASS ON MY BEST
WISHES TO GOVERNOR BRANSTAD, AS HE BECOMES YOUR NEW
CHAIRMAN.

You kNow, HENRY BELLMON w:LL LIKE THIS ONE: His
FELLOW OxkLAHOMAN, WILL ROGERS, ONCE SAID, "POLITICS

ISN'T WORRYING THIS COUNTRY ONE-TENTH AS MUCH AS
PARKING SPACE."

-4 -

WHAT WILL MEANT WAS THAT OFTEN WASHINGTON LOSES
PERSPECTIVE. WE FORGET WHAT MATTERS: PEOPLE, AND
THEIR CONCERNS.

WELL, As GOVERNORS, YOU ARE WHERE THE ACTION IS
[PAUSE] . . . THERE'S ALWAYS A BUDGET TO BALANCE, A
SCHOOL TO BE BUILT. YOU MUST FIND WHAT WORKS.

I, T0O, LIKE WHAT WORKS. AND I UNDERSTAND YOUR
PROBLEMS [PAUSE] . . . IF I pipN’'T, I HAVE A HUNCH ONE
OF YOUR OWN -- JOHN SUNUNU WOULD HELP ME.
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'AND WE GATHER HERE BENEATH A PAINTING WHICH FORMS A
STUDY IN HOW PROBLEMS CAN BE MET, AND OVERCOME. I'M
REFERRING, OF COURSE, TO THIS PORTRAIT OF LINCOLN
PAINTED BY GEORGE HEALY EXACTLY 120 YEARS AGoO.

I'VE SAID THAT LINCOLN IS ONE OF MY FAVORITE
PRESIDENTS. I SUPPOSE VIRTUALLY EVERY AMERICAN FEELS
THAT WAY. AND I'M REMINDED DAILY OF OUR 16TH
PRESIDENT. FOR SO OFTEN I PASS THE ROOM WHICH SERVED
AS LINCOLN'S OFFICE.

-6 -
As PRESIDENT, LINCOLN ABOLISHED SLAVERY. HE SAVED
THE UNION. HE PRESERVED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS THE
CANONS OF DEMOCRACY. IN THIS PAINTING YOU SENSE
LINCOLN'S AGONY, AND HIS GREATNESS. IN FACT, ALL
AROUND US YOU FEEL THE SWEEP OF AMERICAN HISTORY. AND
OF THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO ACTED -- BOLDLY,
COURAGEOUSLY -- TO WRITE ITS PAGES. |
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OUR PAGES, TOO, CAN BE EXTRAORDINARY, FASCINATING.
Look AT THE cHANGE IN CHINA. OR THE WINDS OF FREEDOM
BLOWING IN THE SOVIET UNION. LOOK AT THE ACCORD IN
ANGOLA. OR PANAMA, WHERE ITS PEOPLE -- LIKE SO MANY
OTHERS AROUND THE WORLD -- VOTED FOR FREEDOM AND
DEMOCRACY.

AROUND THE GLOBE, LEADERS ARE LEARNING WHAT YOU
ALREADY KNOW: TO SURVIVE, GOVERNMENT MUST BE
RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE.

-8 -
FOR IF NOT, THE PEOPLE WILL FIND LEADERS WHO ARE.
THAT’'S WHY WE HAVE THAT MARVELOUS DEVICE CALLED A "FREE
ELECTION."

IT'S NOT EASY, OF COURSE -- THIS GOVERNING.
INDEED, SOMETIMES YOU MUST FEEL AS LINCOLN DID. ONE
NIGHT, A STRANGER FOUND HIM IN THE STREET WITH TWO OF
HIS SONS, BOTH OF WHOM WERE SOBBING UNCONTROLLABLY.




-9 -
"WHATEVER IS THE MATTER WITH THE BOYS, MR.

LINCOLN?" THE STRANGER ASKED. LINCOLN SIGHED, THEN
OBSERVED, "JUST WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH THE WHOLE WORLD.

I'VE GOT THREE WALNUTS, AND EACH WANTS TWO."
| YES, PUBLIC OFFICIALS ARE OFTEN PULLED IN COUNTLESS

DIRECTIONS. BuT, ALWAYS, WE TREASURE THESE AMERICAN
LESSONS: DEMOCRACY WORKS. OUR SYSTEM WORKS. IT WORKS
IN Dover AND DEs MOINES. IT WORKS IN PORTLAND, OREGON,

AND PORTLAND, MAINE.

- 10 -

IT WORKS BECAUSE WHEN IT COMES TO PROBLEM-SOLVING,
WASHINGTON DOESN'T KNOW BEST. THE PEOPLE DO.

JEFFERSON WROTE, "THE GOD WHO GAVE US LIFE, GAVE
US LIBERTY AT THE SAME TIME." My FRIENDS, LET US USE
THAT LIBERTY TO FIND SOLUTIONS, FIND WHAT WORKS, AND
ENRICH OUR LIVES. AND IN THAT SPIRIT, I ASK ALL OF YoU
TO RAISE YOUR GLASSES:

-~ To THE AMERICAN PEOPLE;

-- To YOu, THEIR TRUSTEES;



e Fae = ey : o g
S e - .
i Ex e b,
‘ W

P

- 11 -
AND TO THE AMERICAN SYSTEM THAT REMAINS, AFTER
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=~ You Kknow, }THAT/Ly: T PERFORMER JACKIE GLEASON
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-- TONIGHT, YOU'VE DONE #lmae -- IN FACT, \-w-hve-f L

(_—aens DOUBLE DUTY. FIRST, AT THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS,
SALUTING GEORGE AND IRA GERSHWIN . . . AND NOW HERE@
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REMARKS THANK YOU TO MICHAEL FEINSTEIN
GOV ‘%PR4 TATE DINNER—
ﬂAY -22,°1989

-

== YOu KNOW, THAT LATE, GREAT PERFORMER JACKIE GLEASON
WAS FOREVER ASKING FOR A LITTLE "TRAVELING MUSIC."
WELL, TONIGHT WE'VE HEARD FROM A MAN WHO HAS TRAVELED
THE WORLD PLAYING THE MUSIC OF THE HEART.

/
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AMERICAN CLASSICAL SONG BEGAN IN
wxué’up IN A MUSICAL FAMILY. AND SINCE
THEN YOU'VE Gagdéo‘tqQﬁlfsss BROADWAY SHOWS AND CONCERT
ENGAGEMENTSN_ijHONCASING ERICA'S FINEST COMPOSERS;
TOUCHING MYLLIONS OF Peo;::M:;?h\(yexn LYRICS AND

MELODIE

YOUR YOUTH,
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-- TONIGHT, YOU'VE DONE THE SAME -- IN FACT, YOU'VE L
DONE DOUBLE DUTY. FIRST, AT THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS,

SALUTING GEORGE AND IRA GERSHWIN . . . AND NOW HERE
PRESENTING US WITH AN UNFORGETTABLE EVENING. |

-= QUR HEART-FELT APPRECIATION AND SPECIAL THANKS FOR
SHARING YOUR TALENT WITH BARBARA AND I AND OUR GUESTS.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNOR'S STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989
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Fellow public servants, politicians, and stem-winding

orators.

.:}.is an honor to welcome you

to what Franklin Roosevelt called the house "owned by all the

people" -- and which Harry Truman termed "the finest prison in

the world." mei Bwbw - b w Ke L "'W/(

A17
wa iy w: Mﬁwﬁ)" ﬂ/“ff- ~ we love b ke, ﬂemdoMF

Morigyer is g/dlstlnct Qersongl/pleasg/g to be,ulth you. aﬁkwﬁﬂf
As a cgrtaln,formex/colleagpe oflzgufé/fggps’rﬁfiggzﬁg me,

Amerlca s/Gove;nbrs are 4ﬁere,tﬁ; action is. 5WUVL
Ia—that—sentext, I want £iest to commend Governor Baliles

for his leadership of the NGA. And let me also pass on my best

wishes to Governor Branstad, as he becomes your new chairman.
You know, Henry Bellmon will like this one: His fellow

Oklahoman, Will Rogers, once said, "Politics isn't worrying this

country one-tenth as much as parking space." What Will meant was

that often Washington loses perspective. We forget what matters:

People, and their concerns.

ot A Youns actiorn N
Well, as Governors, you ganli—afford to lose—perspective

(PAUSE] . . . not Jif yan want to-keep—en-being Governar. There's
always a budget to balance, a school to be built. <*ewx.gregtest
O st

-- 49 find what works.
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I, too, like what works And I understand your problems
o 4 OVVA —

[PAUSE] . . . if I didn't, I have a hunch John Sununu would help
me. And we gather here beneath a painting which forms a study in
how problems can be met, and overcome. I'm referring, of course,
to this portrait of Lincoln painted by George Healy exactly 120
years ago.

e

I've said that Lincoln is one of my favorite Presidents. I
suppose virtually every American feels that way. And I'm
reminded daily of our 16th President. For so often I pass the
room which served as Lincoln's office.

As President, Lincoln abolished slavery. He saved the
Union. He preserved for future generations the canons of
democracy. In this painting you sense Lincoln's agony, and his
greatness. 1In fact, all around us you feel the sweep of American
history. And of the men and women who acted -- boldly,
courageously -- to write its pages.

Mo riands @ur pages, too, can be extraordinary,
fascinating. Look at the change in China. Or the winds of
freedom blowing in the Soviet Union. Look at the accord in
Angola. Or Panama, where its people -- like so many others

voleAh Lo
around the world -- yeakeeber freedom and democracy.,

Around the globe, leaders are learning what you already

know: To survive, government must be responsive and responsible.

For if not, the people will find leaders who are. That's why we

have that marvelous device called a "free election."
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It's not easy, of course -- this governing. ‘Indeed,
sometimes you hust feel as Lincoln did. One night, a stranger
found him ih the street with two of his sons, both of whom were
sobbing uncontrollably.

"Whatever is the matter with the boys, Mr. Lincoln?" the
stranger asked. Lincoln sighed, then observed, "Just what's the
matter with the whole world. I've got three walnuts, and each
wants two."

Yés, public officials are often pulled in countless
directions. But, always, we treasure these American lessbné:

Democracy works. Our system works. It works in Dover and Des

Moines. It works in Portland, Oregon, and Portland, Maine. It
works because when it comes to problem-solving, Washington<
doesn't know best. The people do.

Jefferson wrote,."The God who gave us life, gave us liberty
‘at the same time." My friends, let us use that liberty to find
solutions, find what works, and enrich our iives. And in that
spirit, I ask all of you to raise your glasses:

- To the American people;
- To fou, their trustees;

- And to the American system that remains, after 200

years, the greatest in the history of the world.
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| You know, that late, great|performer Jackie Gleason was forever asking for a little
/ "traveling music." Well, who has traveled the world

f playing the music of the heart.
i

| AsK gredmd (N0 0 S)
|\ Your love of the rican classmal song began in your youth You<grew up a A
\ mu51cal family. . And since then you've

f Broadway shows and concert engagements —— showcasing America's finest
composers; touching millions of people with their lyrics and melodies.

Tonight, you've done the same -- in fact, you've done double duty. First, at the
lerary of Congress, salutlng George and Ira Gershwin . . . and now here, encha.n.ti.rjg
i {#
Fﬁ Senhre y Us A Hom G, u”* R

Can

they—eaa—%taﬂee—tea&ghbaway—frmr‘us Mzeiﬂei., Qur hea.rt—felt pprehlatlén. And-t 0
special thanks for sharing your talent w1th Barbara and I and our epeetad gquestse
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-DRAFT THANK YOU FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR MICHAEL FEINSTELN
ENTERTAINMENT FOR GOVERNORS DINNER/MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989

LR !

_ =—==MICHAEL, YOU HAVE PERFORMED ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY
" 7.+ THIS EVENING. I UNDERSTAND YOU HAVE JUST ARRIVED FROM A .
PERFORMANCE SALUTING GEORGE AND IRA GERSHWIN AT THE LIBRARY
OF CONGRESS ~-TWO CONCERTS IN ONE NIGHT IS NOT A BAD RECORD; I,
ONLY HOPE YOU'VE CAUGHT YOUR BREATH. '

-—--THEN AGAIN, I GUESS THESE WONDERFULLY ENTERTAINING CABARET
-PERFORMANCES OF GERSHWIN, COLE PORTER, AND JEROME KERN ARE
TRULY A LABOR OF LOVE FOR YOU.

_—r—GROWING UP IN A MUSICAL FAMILY AND LEARNING TO PLAY THE PIANO

AT AGE 5, YOUR DEDICATION TO THE AMERICAN CLASSICAL SONG BEGAN
EARLY.

—-——-YOUR NON-STOP SCHEDULE OF BROADWAY SHOWS, CONCERT ENGAGEMENTS
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES AND EUROPE SHOW HOW DETERMINED
YOU ARE TO PROMOTE THIS COUNTRY'S BEST COMPOSERS. BARBARA -
AND I ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR SHARING YOUR TALENT WITH

US AND OUR SPECIAL GUESTS, THE GOVERNORS OF THE STATES AND
TERRITORIES.
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o TOAST:  GOVERNOR'S STATE DINNER

STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989
7:45 P .M.

FELLOW PUBLIC SERVANTS, POLITICIANS, AND STEM-
WINDING ORATORS.
ON BEHALF OF EVERY AMERICAN, IT IS AN HONOR TO

WELCOME YOU TO WHAT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT CALLED THE HOUSE

"OWNED BY ALL THE . . . PEOPLE" =-- AND WHICH HARRY
TRUMAN TERMED "THE FINEST PRISON IN THE WORLD."

-2 -
MOREOVER, IT IS A DISTINCT PERSONAL PLEASURE TO BE
WITH YOU. AS A CERTAIN FORMER COLLEAGUE OF YOURS KEEPS
REMINDING ME, AMERICA’'S GOVERNORS ARE WHERE THE ACTION
IS.
IN THAT CONTEXT, I WANT FIRST TO COMMEND GOVERNOR
BALILES FOR HIS LEADERSHIP OF THE NGA. AND LET ME ALSO

PASS ON MY BEST WISHES TO GOVERNOR BRANSTAD, AS HE
BECOMES YOUR NEW CHAIRMAN.

) '_ _
i
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You know, HENRY BELLMON WILL LIKE THIS ONE: HIs
FELLOW OKLAHOMAN, WILL ROGERS, ONCE SAID, "PoLiTICs
ISN'T WORRYING THIS COUNTRY ONE-TENTH AS MUCH AS
PARKING SPACE." WHAT WILL MEANT WAS THAT OFTEN
WASHINGTON LosEes PERSPECTIVE. WE FORGET WHAT MATTERS:
PEOPLE, AND THEIR coNcERNs.

WELL, as GOVERNORS, YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO LOSE
PERSPECTIVE [PAUSE] . . . NoT IF YOU WANT TO KEEP ON
BEING GOVERNOR.

-4 -
THERE'S ALWAYS A BUDGET TO BALANCE, A SCHOOL TO BE
BUILT. YOUR GREATEST TEST IS A DAILY TEST -= TO FIND
WHAT WORKS.
I, TOO, LIKE WHAT WorRKS. AND I UNDERSTAND YOUR
PROBLEMS [PAUSE] . . . 1F I DIDN'T, I HAVE A HUNCH JOHN
SUNUNU WOULD HELP ME. AND WE GATHER HERE BENEATH A

PAINTING WHICH FORMS A STUDY IN HOW PROBLEMS CAN BE
MET, AND OVERCOME.
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I'M REFERRING, OF COURSE, TO THIS PORTRAIT OF LINCOLN
PAINTED BY GEORGE HEALY EXACTLY 120 YEARS AGO.

I'VE SAID THAT LINCOLN IS ONE OF MY FAVORITE
PRESIDENTS. I SUPPOSE VIRTUALLY EVERY AMERICAN FEELS

THAT WAY. AND I’'M REMINDED DAILY OF OUR 16TH
PRESIDENT. FOR SO OFTEN I PASS THE ROOM WHICH SERVED

AS LINCOLN'S OFFICE.
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PAINTRY ALY 120 YEARS AGO.
J JM IS ONE OF MY FAVORITE
PRESIDENTS- WRPOSE/VIRTUALLY EVERY AMERICAN FEELS

THAT WAY. Anp I'M gEMIWB&Q_DAILY OF OUR 16TH
PRESIDENT. "OFTEN I PASS THE ROOM WHICH SERVED

e
As PRESIDENT, LINCOLN ABOLISHED SLAVERY. HE SAVED
THE UNION. HE PRESERVED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS THE
CANONS OF DEMOCRACY. IN THIS PAINTING YOU SENSE
LINCOLN'S AGONY, AND HIS GREATNESS. IN FACT, ALL
AROUND US YOU FEEL THE SWEEP OF AMERICAN HISTORY. AND
OF THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO ACTED -- BOLdLY,
COURAGEOUSLY =-- TO WRITE ITS PAGES.

T e A b ..
C e e = -




-7 = | ¥

MY FRIENDS, OUR PAGES, T00, CAN BE EXTRAORDINARY,
FASCINATING. LOOK AT THE CHANGE IN CHINA. OR THE |
WINDS OF FREEDOM BLOWING IN THE SOVIET UNION. Look AT
. THE ACCORD. IN ANGOLA. OR PANAMA, WHERE ITS PEOPLE --
LIKE SO MANY OTHERS AROUND THE WORLD -- YEARN FOR
FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY.,

AROUND THE GLOBE, LEADERS ARE LEARNING WHAT YOU
ALREADY KNOW: TO SURVIVE, GOVERNMENT MUST BE
RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE.

-8 -
FOR IF NOT, THE PEOPLE WILL FIND LEADERS WHO ARE.
THAT'S WHY WE HAVE THAT MARVELOUS DEVICE CALLED A "FREE
ELECTION."

IT'S NOT EASY, OF COURSE -- THIS GOVERNING.

INDEED, SOMETIMES YOU MUST FEEL AS LINcoLN DID. ONE
NIGHT, A STRANGER FOUND HIM IN THE STREET WITH TWO OF
HIS SONS, BOTH OF WHOM WERE SOBBING UNCONTROLLABLY.
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"WHATEVER IS THE MATTER WITH THE BOYS, MR.
LINCOLN7" THE STRANGER ASKED. LINCOLN SIGHED, THEN
OBSERVED "JUST WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH THE WHOLE wonLﬁ.
I'VE GoT THReE WALNUTS, AND EACH WANTS TWwo."

YES, PUBLIC OFFICIALS ARE OFTEN PULLED IN chNTLEss
DIRECTIONS. Bur, ALWAYS, WE TREASURE THESE AMERICAN
LESSONS: DEMOCRACY WORKS. OQUR SYSTEM WORKS. IT WORKS

IN Dover anD Des MoINEs. IT works IN PORTLAND, OREGON,
AND PORTLAND, MAINE.:

- 10 -
IT WORKS BECAUSE WHEN IT COMES TO PROBLEM-SOLVING,
WASHINGTON DOESN'T KNOW BEST. THE PEOPLE DO.

JEFFERSON WROTE, "THE Goo WHO GAVE US LIFE, GAVE
US LIBERTY AT THE SAME TIME." My FRIENDS, LET US USE
THAT LIBERTY TO FIND SOLUTIONS, FIND WHAT WORKS, AND
ENRICH OUR LIVES. AND IN THAT SPIRIT, I ASK ALL OF You
TO RAISE YOUR GLASSES:
 -= To THE AMERICAN PEOPLE;
-- To YOU, THEIR TRUSTEES;

-
.




. =11 -
-- AND, TO THE AMERICAN SYSTEM THAT REMAINS, AFTER
200 YEARS, THE GREATEST IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD.,
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May 18, 1989

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: CHRISS WINSTon‘l;b

FROM: MARK LANGE %4{

RE: GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER TOAST
I. SUMMARY -

Attached is an extended toast to be given at the State Dinner for
Governors in the State Dining Room at 7:45 p.m. on May 22.
There will be roughly 100 people in attendence.

II. DISCUSSION

Over the last year, the National Governor's Association, under
the Chairmanship of Governor Baliles of Virginia, has focussed on
issues of education and trade, both foreign and domestic. The

- toast notes that Terry Branstad of Iowa is the incoming Chairman.

He will not attend. ,

The toast stresses the importance of federalism and the role of
local efforts on issues like child care, education, job training,
crime, the environment and trade policy. The Governors have been
active in each of these areas, and each issue represents an
opportunity for state-Federal partnerships.



(Lange/Wallace)
May 18, 1989

9:00 a.m.
[GOV.DOC]
PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNOR’S STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989
7:45 P.M.
[ You’ve already béén briefed by Baker, Mosbacher, Yeutter,
Hills, Sununu,\barman... some of the best players on my team. So

my role here tonight reminds me of when I played ball in college.
Back then, I was’gfgtty good at batting second clean—up;.. ]

It's an;hOnor éo have you here. Let me commend Governor
Baliles for ﬁis leadership of the NGA. He has defined and
strengthened this group’s international perspective -- in a far-
reaching, forward-looking way.

I'd also pass on my best wishes to Governor Branstad, as he
becomes your new chairman. 1It’s an awesome task, leading a group
like this one.

P

You know, there are times when Washington thinks it’s the
center of the universe. You know better. You’'re not waiting
for Washington. And that’s as it should be.

Local solutions make sense. They're effective -- because
they go right to the source. Federalism may be the governmental
equivalent of free-market economics. It is driven by local
initiative. It thrives on individual energy. And above all, it

works.
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All over the world, we can see what’s happening to the
concept of ali-powerful, centralized governmenﬁ: it’s an idea
that’s sinking like a stone. -

What is rising in its place, is that great American export:
democracy. The idea that a nation’s direction and purpose are
best determined by its people. As governors, you bring that idea
to life every day.

Yéur priorities have a profound impact on this country’s
future. And this administration will work with you, to reach
solutions that gain strength and stability ét the local level.

To fight drugs_and crime, we’ll need a sustained,

cooperative effort from loéal, state, and federal law eqforcement
authorities. If we are to deter criminal behavior, we must have
a criminal justice system where there is no_doubt that if yon

commit a crime, you will be caught -- and if caught, you will be

prosecuted -- and if convicted, you will do time.

In child care, tapping thg vitality cf local initiative
means putting dollars and decisions into the hands cf parents,
rather than federal bureaucracies. In education, it means choice
and flexibility, through an accountable, perfecrmance-driven,

education system. It means providing training for tomorrow's

jobs through new partnerships with business and education,
Private Industry Councils and JTPA.

To clean up the environment will demand a coordinated,

cooperative campaign from all quarters. And in trade policy, we
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will open foreign markets in ways that support thé global trading
system and its rules.

This group rightly takes pride in its bipartisan spirit.
You’re known for taking the initiative. On the issues I've
touched on -- and so many others -- it will be crucial that we
work together, toward honest, well-conceived solutions.

America must continue to be -- as she has always been -- an
inspiration in the eyes of the world. With your leadership -
she will. '

In that.spirit, I ask all of you here tonight to raise your

glasses:

To a peaceful and ever more prosperous America.

A



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 18, 1989

MEMORANDUM TO CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: JIM PINKERT&&2>

SUBJECT: Governor's State Dinner Draft Speech

Page 1, para. 3, lines 3-5 We dislike the idea of jokeg about
"drift," even if self-mocking. The problem is that this
dignifies the charge more than it deserves. For lack a better
idea, we suggest something like "Try working with Congress
sometime, where you get pulled in 535 directions."

2, paras. 2,3 On the other hand, we very much like these
excellent images: "sinking like a stone" and democracy as
America's export are vivid devices, although we still 1i the
"New Breeze" imagery.

2,4,5 We find that the toast drags in these grafs and suggiip
simply omitting them. It seems unnecessary to bring up the
"special interest" reference since no one is accusing the NGA of
this.

In place of these two grafs, we suggest moving up the first
sentence of page 3: "To fight crime and drugs...," and
emphasizing the partnership between the states and federal
government on combatting crime.

There has been a drastic fall-off in coverage of the
President's crime program. A reiteration of the principles and
specifics of that program is a strong, affirmative message highly
relevant to state officials.

Thus, this new graf on the President's crime program should
include his four principles: 1) protecting citizens and their
property; 2) holding criminals accountable; 3) swift
apprehension, prosecution, and incarceration; 4) sustaine
cooperation by Federal, state, and local law enforcement.

2,7,4 "...partial deregulation of education. We suggest
"reform," instead of "partial deregulation." The latter has

negative connotation these days and does not, by itself, a
accurately reflect the President's policies as do words su as
"reform," "restructure," and "decentralize".
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 4
o T ios ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: SRR wibl BN
SUBIECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT o / MCCLURE g
SUNUNU =) / NEWMAN O 4,0
SCOWCROFT O . 0O  PORTER / g
DARMAN / O  STUDDERT , 0
BATES / 0O  UNTERMEYER o o
BREEDEN / [ o COGEES o ,
CARD O / WINSTON O /
CICCONI O / PINKERTON , 0O
DEMAREST W O o O
FITZZWATER N / - o O
GRAY / = o O
HAGIN a o o O
REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston,
Rm. 122, x2930, no later than 2:00 PM, Thursday, May 17,
1989, with an info copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: M

e

James W, Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNOR'’S STATE DINNER
: STATE DINING ROOM

MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989
7:45 P.M.

[ You’ve already been briefed by Baker, Yeutter, Hillst?7

Sununu, Darman, Dole... some of the best players on my téam. So

Back then, I was pretty good at batting

It’s an honor to have you here. Let end Governo;
Baliles for his leadership of the NGA. He has defined and
strengthened this group’s international perspective -- in a far-
reaching, forward-looking way.

I'd also offer my best wishes to Governor Branstad, as he
becomes your new chairman. It’s an awesome task, leading a group
like this one. [But liséen, Terry, i1f you find yourself being
pulled in 50 different directions, relax. No one will be able to
accuse you of drift... ]

You know, there are times when Washington thinks it’s the
center of the universe. You know better. You’'re not waiting
for Washington. And that’s as it should be.

Local solutions make sense. They’'re effective -- because

they go right to the source. Federalism may be the governmental

equivalent of free-market economics. It is driven by local
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initiative. It thrives on individual energy. And above all, it
works.

All over thé world, we can see what’s happening to the
concept of all-powerful, centralized government: it’s an idea
that’s sinking like a stone. /

What is rising in its place, is ene great American export:
democracy. The idea that a nation’s direction and purpose are
best determined by its people. As governors, you bring that idea
to life every day.

In recent years, you’ve become powerful and articulate
advocates of local priorities. But even as you’ve ascended in
influence, you’ve transcended provincial interests. You’ve moved
well beyond the borders that separate states, and even nations.

You’re no "interest group." Your interest is in long-term
solutions -- reached in partnership with each other, and with all
levels of government -- to build a better, more prosperous, more
competitive America.

Your priorities have a profound impact on this country’s
future. And this administration will work with you, to reach
solutions that gain strength and stability at the local level.

In child care, that means putting dollars and decisions into

the hands of parents, rather than federal bureaucracies. In
education, it means choice and flexibility, through a
performance-driven, partial deregulation of education. It means

providing training for tomorrow’s jobs through new partnerships

with business and education, Private Industry Councils and JTPA.
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To fight drugs and crime, we’ll need coordinated enforcement

efforts from local, state, and federal agents. To clean up the

environment will demand a coordinated, cooperative campaign from

all quarters. And as the EC becomes one market in 1992, we will

depend on trade policy that is consistent and multilateral.

This group rightly takes pride in its bipartisan spirit.
You’re known for taking the initiative. On the issues I’'ve
touched on -- and so many others -- it will be crucial that we
work together, toward honest, well-conceived solutions.

America must continue to be -- as she has always been -- an
inspiration in the eyes of the world. With your leadership --
she will.

In that spirit, I ask all of you here tonight to raise your
glasses: |

To a peaceful and ever more prosperous America.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

I o ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: PIEES 2500 BN
SUBECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT =) / MCCLURE o
SUNUNU O / NEWMAN O .0
SCOWCROFT O . O  PORTER / -
DARMAN w O  STUDDERT , o
BATES | / 00  UNTERMEYER o o
BREEDEN / [ g —ooBE o ,
CARD a / WINSTON a /
CICCONI O / PINKERTON , 0
DEMAREST / O o o
FITZWATER ) / o o
GRAY / a o g
HAGIN o o o o
REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston,
Rm. 122, x2930, no later than 2:00 PM, Thursday, May 17,
1989, with an info copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE: /\é{é{ &&M?w /)dw‘}é 9\

James W, Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNOR’S STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989

7:45 P.M,
[ You’ve already been briefed by Baker, Yeutter, Hills,
Sununu, Darman, Dole... some of the best players on my team. So

my role here tonight reminds me of when I played ball in college.
Back then, I was pretty good at batting second clean-up... ]

It’s an hono; to have you here. Let me commend Governor
Baliles for his leadership of the NGA. He has defined and
strengthened this group’s international perspective -- in a far-
reaching, forward-looking way.

I'd also offer my best wishes to Governor Branstad, as he
becomes your new chairman. It’s an awesome task, leading a group
like this one. [But liséen, Terry, if you find yourself being
pulled in 50 different directions, relax. No one will be able to
accuse you of drift... ]

You know, there are times when Washington thinks it’s the
center of the universe. You know better. You’re not waiting
for Washington. And that’s as it should be.

Local solutions make sense. They’'re effective -- because
they go right to the source. Federalism may be the governmental

equivalent of free-market economics. It is driven by local
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initiative. It thrives on individual energy. And above all, it
works.

All over thé world, we can see what’s happening to the
concept of all-powerful, centralized government: it’s an idea
that’s sinking like a stone.

What is rising in its place, is one great American export:
democracy. The idea that a nation’s direction and purpose are
best determined by its people. As governors, you bring that idea
to life every day.

In recent years, you’ve become powerful and articulate
advocates of local priorities. But even as you’ve ascended in
influence, you’ve transcended provincial interests. You'’ve moved
well beyond the borders that separate states, and even nations.

You’re no "interest group." Your interest is in long-term
solutions -- reached in partnership with each other, and with all
levels of government -- to build a better, more prosperous, more
competitive America.

Your priorities have a profound impact on this country’s
future. And this administration will work with you, to reach
solutions that gain strength and stability at the local level.

In child care, that means putting dollars and decisions into

the hands of parents, rather than federal bureaucracies. In

education, it means choice and flexibil;fg, through a

educaMon. Systemm
performance—driven,_parLia%—éereguiat*onaeé—edueatienv It means

roviding training for tomorrow’s jobs through new partnerships
P g g p p

with business and education, Private Industry Councils and JTPA.
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To fight drugs and crime, we’ll need coordinated enforcement

efforts from local, state, and federal agents. To clean up the

environment will demand a coordinated, cooperative campaign from

all quarters. And as the EC becomes one market in 1992, Qe will
depend on trade policy that is consistent and multilateral.

This group rightly takes pride in its bipartisan spirit.
You’'re known for taking the initiative. On the issues I’'ve
touched on -- andtso many others -- it will be crucial that we
work together, toward honest, well-conceived solutions.

America must continue to be -- as she has always been -- an
inspiration in the eyes of the world. With your leadership --
she will.

In that spirit, I ask all of you here tonight to raise your

-glasses:

To a peaceful and ever more prosperous America.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

5/17/89 5/18/89 2:00 PM

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER
SUBJECT:

P S
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE ;/ 0
SUNUNU ] / NEWMAN 0,0
SCOWCROFT O, O  PORTER / 0
DARMAN - , O  STUDDERT l O
BATES m? / O UNTERMEYER o O
BREEDEN / m) SORES a ,
CARD O / WINSTON =) /
CICCONI O J PINKERTON , 0
DEMAREST / = o a
FITZWATER = / o o
GRAY / O o O
HAGIN o QO O o
L -
REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston,
Rm. 122, x2930, no later than 2:00 PM, Thursday, May 17,
1989, with an info copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

WMJ,

James W, Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNOR’S STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989

7:45 P.M.
[ You‘ve already been briefed by Baker, Yeutter, Hills,
Sununu, Darman, #&«kx... some of the best players on my team. So

my role here tonight reminds me of when I played ball in college.
Back then, I was pretty good at batting second clean-up... ]

It’s an honor to have you here. Let me commend Governor
Baliles for his leadership of the NGA. He has defined and
strengthened tﬁis group’s international perspective -- in a far-
reaching, forward-looking way.

I'd also offer my best wishes to Governor Branstad, as he
becomes your new chairman. 1It’s an awesome task, leading a group
like this one. [But liségn, Terry, if you find yourself being
pulied in 50 different directions, relax. No one will be able to
accuse you of drift... ]

You know, there are times when Washington thinks it’s the
center of the universe. You know better. You’re not waiting
for Washington. And that’s as it should be.

Local solutions make sense. They’‘re effective -- becéuse
they go right to the source. Federalism may be the governmental

equivalent of free-market economics. It is driven by local
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initiative. It thrives on individual energy. And above all, it

works.

All over thé world, we can see what’s happening to the
concept of all-powerful, centralized government: it’s an idea
that’s sinking like a stone.

What is rising in its place, is oﬁe great American export:
democracy. The idea that a nation’s direction and purpose are
pest determined by its people. As governors, you bring that idea
to life every day.

In recent years, you’ve become powerful and articulate
advocates of local priorities. But even as you’ve ascended in
influeﬁce, you'’ve transcended provincial interests. You’ve moved
well beyond the borders that separate states, and even nations.

You’re no "interest group." Your interest is in long-term
solutions -~ reached in partnership with each other, and with all
levels of government -- to build a better, more prosperous, more
competitive America.

Your priorities have a profound impact on this country’s
future. And this administration will work with you, to reach
solutions thaf gain strength and stability at the local level.

In child care, that means putting dollars and decisions into

the hands of parents, rather than federal bureaucracies. In
education, it means choice and flexibility, through a

]
performance-driven, partial deregulation of education. It means

providing training for tomorrow’s jobs through new partnerships

with business and education, Private Industry Councils and JTPA.
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To fight drugs and crime, we’ll need coordinated enforcement

efforts from local, state, and federal agents. To clean up the

environment will demand a coordinated, cooperative campaign from

And in frade policy, we will opem -?cve\::]
all quarters. And-as—the E£Ebecomes mar

moauRets in wak's ot S oppot MQlo&&/ .x,\ guck
depend-on_ trade poliey-that is consistent-a
¥s rolen,

This group rightly takes pride in its bipartisan spirit.
You're known for taking the initiative. On the issues I've
touched on -- and so many others -- it will be crucial that we
work together, toward honest, well-conceived solutions.

America must continue to be -- as she has always been -- an
inspiration in the eyes of the world. With your leadership --
she will.

In that spirit, I ask all of you here tonight to raise your
glasses:

To a peaceful and ever more prosperous America.

Lo Cishar — 345-SNH4- USTH
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

5/17/89 5/18 2: P
DATE: daldd ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: b i G B
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT a / MCCLURE w)) m|
SUNUNU a / NEWMAN a m|
SCOWCROFT O. 0 PORTER / m|
DARMAN , O  STUDDERT , O
BATES / O  UNTERMEYER o 0
BREEDEN 0 ROGERS m) ,
CARD O / WINSTON ‘ o ﬁ
CICCONI 0 l PINKERTON / ]
DEMAREST / 7 O a
FITZWATER a a a
GRAY / = o o
HAGIN a a a a
REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston,
Rm. 122, x2930, no later than 2:00 PM, Thursday, May 17,
1989, with an info copy to my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE: /
W
\ /\ /////,/A . @
rv/ - James W, Clcconi
‘ Assistant to the President
/ and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE /
WASHINGTON

May 18, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: BILL ROPER %{M

SUBJECT: Presidential RemarksS: Governors'’ State Dinner

The draft remarks for the Governors' State Dinner are

well done. They are especially helpful in reaching out to
them in a spirit of federalism.

A key aspect of this partnership is the joint effort
against crime. I believe it would be useful to utilize the
exact formulation for this point that was in the President's
crime package this week.

/
/

Therefore, on the third page, first paragraph, I would
suggest that the first sentence be rewritten to be:

"To fight drugs and crime, we'll need/a sustained,
cooperative effort by Federal. State and local law
enforcement authorities."

Thank you.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

5/17/89 5/18/89 2:00 PM

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER

SUBJECT:

FYI - . ACTIONFYI
VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE r) a
SUNUNU o / NEWMAN 0,0
SCOWCROFT ‘0. 0O  PORTER ,———-—W o
DARMAN , O  STUDDERT | / n
BATES / O  UNTERMEYER o 0
BREEDEN | /D ROGERS 3 o
CARD 0 / WINSTON_ - O /
CICCONI 0 J PINKERTON | , 0
DEMAREST / o o O
FITZWATER o / o o
GRAY - / = o O
HAGIN o o =

REMARKS:

Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston,
Rm. 122, %2930, no later than 2:00 PM, Thursday, May 17,
1989, with an info copy to my office. Thank you. :

RESPONSE:

James W, Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNOR'S STATE DINNER
' STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989

7:45 P.M.
[ You’ve already been briefed by Baker, Yeutter, Hills,
Sununu, Darﬁan, Dole... some of the best players on my team. So

my role here tonight reminds me of when I played ball in college
Back then, I was pretty g__g at battlng second clean-up... ]

It’s an honor to have you here. Let me commend Governer
Baliles for his leadership:of the NGA. He has defined and
strengthened this group’s international perspective -- in a far-
reaching, forward-looking way. - | |

'I'd alse-offer my best wlshes_to Governor Branstad, as he
becomes your newﬂchairmah, It’s an aweeome task, leading a group
llke this one. [But lis£en, Terry,‘if you find yourself being

pulled in 50 different directions, relax. No one will be able to

~accuse you of drift... ]

You know, there are times Qhen Washington thinks it's the
center of the universe. You know better. You're'net waiting~
for ﬁaehington. And that’s as'it‘should_be;

lLoeal solutions make sense. They’re effective'-- because
they go right to the source. Federelism may be the goveinmental

equivalent of free-market economics. It is driven by local
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initiative{ It thrives on individual energy. And above all, it
works. |
All over tha world, we can see what’s happening to the
concept of all-powerful, centralized government: it’s an idea
that’s sinking like a stone.

What is rising in its place, is one great American export:

.democracy. The idea that a nation’s direction and purpose are

best determined by its people. As governors, you bring that idea
to life every day.

In recent yéars, you’ve become powerful and articulata
advocates_of local pribrities. But e#en as you’ve ascended in
influence, you’ve transcended provincial interests. You’ve moved
well beyond the borders that separaté states, and even nations.

You’re no "interest group." Your interest is in long-term-
solutions -- reached in partnership with each other, and with all
levels of-government -- to build a better, more prosperous; more
competitive Amefica.

Your priorities have a profound impact-on‘this countff’s
future. And this administration will wdrﬁ gigg YOu, to reach
solutionsAthaﬁ gain strength,and stability at the local level.

‘In child care, that means putting dollars and decisions into

the hands of parents, rather than federal bureaucracies. In
education, it means choice and flexibility, through a

performance-driven, partial deregulation of education. It means

providing training for tomorrow’s jobs through new partnerships

with business and education, Private Industry Councils and JTPA.
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To flght dru 8 and crime, we’ll need ceczdinated eafexcement

: wﬂ-wwf"u.w it
efforﬂx local, state, and federal ageate To clean up the

environment will demand a coordinated, cooperative campaign from

all quarters. And as the EC becomes one market in 1992; we will
depend on trade gelicx that is consistent and multilateral.

This group rightly takes pride in its bipartisan spirit.
You’re known for taking the initiative; On the issues I've
touched on - and so many others -- it will be crucial that we
work together, toward honest, well-conceived solutions.

America must continue to be -- as ehe has always been -- an
inspiration in the eyes of the world. With your'leadership -
she will; .

~In that spirit, I ask all of you here tonight to raise youf

‘glasses:

To a peaceful and ever more prosperous America.
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PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNOR'S STATE DINNER

' STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989
7:45 P.M.

Fellow public servants, politicians, and stem-winding

orators.

On behalf of every American, it is an honor to welcome you
to what Franklin Roosevelt called "the house owned by all the . .
. people" -- and which Harrvaruman termed "the finest prison in
the world."

Moreover, it is a distinct personal pleasure to be with you.
As a certain former colleague of yours keeps reminding me,
America's Governors are where the action is. —

Iﬁ that context, I want first to commend Governor Baliles
for his leadership of the NGA. And let me also pass on my best
wishes to Governor Branstad, as he becomes your new chairman.

You know, Henry Bellmon will like this one: His fellow
Oklahoman, Will Rogers, once said, "Politics isn't worrying this

country one-tenth as much as parking space." What Will meant was

that often Washington loses perspective. We forget what matters:

People, and their concerns.

Well, as Governors, you can't afford to lose perspective
[PAUSE] . . . not if you want to keep on being Governor. There's
always a budget to balance, a school to be built. Your greatest

test is a daily test -- to find what works.




I, too, like what works. And I understand your problems
[PAUSE] . . . if I didn't, I have a hunch John Sununu would help
me. And we gather here beneath a painting which forms a study in
how problems can be met, and overcome. I'm referring, of course,
to this portrait of Lincoln painted by George Healy exactly 120
years ago.

I've said that Lincoln is one of my favorite Presidents. I
suppose virtually every American feels that way. And I'm
reminded daily of our 16th President. For each morning I pass
the room which served as Lincoln's Cabinet Room.

As President, Lincoln abolished slavery. He saved the
Union.l He preserved for future generations the canons of
democracy. In this painting you sense Lincoln's agony, and his
greatness. 1In fact, all around us you feel the sweep of American
history. And of the men and women who acted -- boldly,
courageously -- to write its pages.

My friends, our pages, too, can be extraordinary,
fascinating. Look at the change in China. Or the winds of
freedom blowing in the Soviet Union. Look at the accord in
Angola. Or Panama, where its people -- like so many others
around the world -- yearn for freedom and democracy.,

Around the globe, leaders are learning what you already
know: To survive, government must be responsive and responsible.
For if not, the people will find leaders who are. That's why we
have that marvelous device called a "free election."

It's not easy, of course -- this governing. Indeed,

sometimes .you must feel as Lincoln did. One night, a stranger
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found him in the street with two of his sons, both of whom were
sobbing uncontrollably.

"Whatever is the matter with the boys, Mr. Lincoln?" the
stranger asked. Lincoln sighed, then observed, "Just what's the
matter with the whole world. I've got three walnuts, and each
wants two."

Yes, public officials are often pulled in countless
directions. But, always, we treasure these American lessons:
Democracy works. Our systém works. It works in Dover and Des
Moines. It works in Portland, Oregon, and Portland, Maine. It
works because when it comes to problem-solving, Washington
doesn't know best. The people do.

Jefferson wrote, "The God who gave us life, gave us liberty
at the same time." My friends, let us use that liberty to find
solutions, find what works, and enrich our lives. And in that
spirit, I ask all of you té raise your glasses:

- To the American people;

- To you, their trustees;

- And to the American system that remains, after 200

years, the greatest in the history of the world.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 18, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: ROBERT J. PORTMANtZ:S%>

ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Governors State Dinner

Pursuant to your staffing request of May 17, 1989, Counsel's
Office has reviewed the above-referenced remarks. We have no
legal objection to the contents.

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.

¢c: James W. Cicconi
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: ___ 5/19/89  ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: i
SUBJECT: - PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNORS"S STATE DINNER TOAST

ACTION FYI ACTION FY!
VICE PRESIDENT O & MCCLURE o e
SUNUNU O & NEWMAN o o
SCOWCROFT O O  PORTER o @
DARMAN O ¥ STUDDERT o &
BATES a &~ UNTERMEYER | |
BREEDEN O @ ROsERs <8
CARD O p” WINSTON "‘-J B
CICCONI O g/ PINKERTON a o
DEMAREST 0O pr = o a
FITZWATER o O O
GRAY O / o o
HAGIN a a a a

REMARKS:
The attached has been forwarded to the President.
RESPONSE:
James W, Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702
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May 18, 1989
INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH : CHRISS WINSTON ‘}

FROM: MARK LANGE 76{

RE: GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER TOAST
I. SUMMARY

Attached is an extended toast to be given at the State Dinner for
Governors in the State Dining Room at 7:45 p.m. on May 22.
There will be roughly 100 people in attendence.

II. DISCUSSION

Over the last year, the National Governor's Association, under
the Chairmanship of Governor Baliles of Virginia, has focussed on
issues of education and trade, both foreign and domestic. The

toast notes that Terry Branstad of Iowa is the incoming Chairman.
He will not attend.

The toast stresses the importance of federalism and the role of
local efforts on issues like child care, education, job training,
crime, the environment and trade policy. The Governors have been
active in each of these areas, and each issue represents an
opportunity for state-Federal partnerships.



(Lange/Wallace)
May 18, 1989

9:00 a.m.
[GOV.DOC]
PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNOR’S STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989
7:45 P.M.
[ You’'ve already been briefed by Baker, Mosbacher, Yeutter,

Hills, Sununu, Darman... some \of e best players on my team. So

my role here tonight reminds of when I played ball in college.
Back then, I was pretty od at batting second clean-up... ]

It’s an honor to have you here. Let me commend Governor
Baliles for his leadership of the NGA. He has defined and
strengthened this group’s international perspective -- in a far-
reaching, forward-looking way.

I'd also pass on my best wishes to Governor Branstad, as he
becomes your new chairman. It’s an awesome task, leading a group
like this one.

You know, there are times when Washington thinks it’s the
center of the universe. You know better. You’'re not waiting
for Washington. And that’s as it should be.

Local solutions make sense. They’'re effective -- because
they go right to the source. Federalism may be the governmental
equivalent of free-market economics. It is driven by local
initiative. It thrives on individual energy. And above all, it

works.
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All over the world, we can sée what’s happening to the
concept of all-powerful, cehtralized government: it’s an idea
that’s sinking like a stone.

What is rising in its place, is that great American export:
democracy. The idea that a nation’s direction and purpose are
best determined by its people. As governors, you bring that idea
to life every day.

Your priorities have a profound ihpact on this country’s
future; And this administration will work with you, to reach
solutions that gain strength and stability at the local level.

To fight drugs _and crime, we’ll need a sustained,

cooperative effort from local, state, and federal law enforcement
authorities. If we are to deter criminal behavior, we must have
a criminal justice system where there is no_doubt that if yonm
commit a crime, you will be caught -- and if caught, you will be
prosecuted -- and if convicted, you will do time.

In child care, tapping the‘vitality cf local initiative

means putting dollars and decisions into the hands of parents,
rather than federal bureaucracies. In education, it means choice

and flexibility, through‘an accountable, perfcrmance-driven,

education system. It means providing training for tomorrow’s
jobs through. new. partnerships with business and edacation,
Private Industry Councils and JTPA.

To clean up the environment will demand a coordinated,

cooperative campaign from all quarters. And in trade policy, we




L

3
will open foreign'markets~in ways that support the global trading
system and its rules.

This group rightly takes pride in its bipartisan spirit.
You’re known for taking the initiative. On the issues I’'ve
touched on -- and so many others -- it will be crucial that we
work together, toward honest, well-conceived solutions.

America must continue to be -- as she has always been -- an
inspiration in the eyes of the world. With your leadership --

she will.

In that spirit, I ask all of you here tonight to raise your

glasses:

To a peaceful and ever more prosperous America.

# # #
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: ey ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ikt
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GOVERNORS' STATE DINNER
SUBJECT:
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT , MCCLURE J Q
SUNUNU l NEWMAN O 0O
SCOWCROFT O PORTER / m]
DARMAN /0000, 0 STUDDERT W/C plone , 0
BATES /o u \ 0O UNTERMEYER O

D\DN:ID\\\DDD

ROGERS

O
BREEDEN W/ . (> a ] ,
CICCONI l PINKERTON n
DEMAREST ? a a
FITZWATER O a
GRAY a a a
HAGIN a a O
REMARKS:
Please forward any comments directly to Chriss Winston,
Rm. 122, x2930, no later than 2:00 PM, Thursday, May 17,
1989, with an info copy to my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

James W, Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL TOAST: GOVERNOR’S STATE DINNER
STATE DINING ROOM
MONDAY, MAY 22, 1989
7:45 P.M.
[ You’ve already been briefed by Baker, Yeutter, Hills,
Sununu, Darman, P&de... some of the best players on my team. So

my role here tonight reminds me of when I played ball in college.
Back then, I was pretty good at batting second clean-up... ]

It’s an honor to have you here. Let me commend Governor
Baliles for his leadership of the NGA. He has defined and
strengthened this group’s international perspective -- in a far-
reaching, forward-looking way.

I'd also offer my best wishes to Governor Branstad, as he

becomes your new chairman. It‘s—an awesome task, leading a group-

—like—this—one.— fBut*iiséen7‘Terr?T”if“you find yourself being:
pulted—in-—50-different directions, relax. No one-will-be—-able-to
aeeuse—you of drift.+——]

You know, there are times when Washington thinks it’s the

center of the universe. You know better. You’re not waiting
for Washington. And that’s as it should be.

Local solutions make sense. They're effective -- because
they go right to the source. Federalism may be the governmental

equivalent of free-market economics. It is driven by local
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initiative. It thrives on individual energy. And above all, it
works.

All over thé world, we can see what'’s happening to the
concept of all-powerful, centralized government: it’s an idea
that’s sinking like a stone.

What is rising in its place, is emne great American export:
democracy. The idea that a nation’s direction and purpose are
best determined by its people. As governors, you bring that idea
to life every day.

In recent years, you'’ve AFCO e powerful and articulate

advocates of local priorities. \/But even as you’ve ascended in

influence, you’ve transcended/provincial interests. You'’ve moved

well beyond the borders that separate states, and even nations.

You’re no "interest group." Your interest is in long-term
solutions -- reached in partnership with each other, and with all
levels of government -- to build better, more prosperous, more

competitive America.

Your priorities have a profound impact on this country’s
future. And this administration will work with you, to reach
solutions that gain strength and stability at the local level.

In child care, that means putting dollars and decisions into

the hands of parents, rather than federal bureaucracies. In

education, it means choice and flexibility, through a

: g S\dS‘}CW\\
performance-driven —partial-deregulation—-of- education, It means

providing training for tomorrow’s jobs through new partnerships

with business and education, Private Industry Councils and JTPA.
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This group rightly takes pride in its bipartisan spirit.
You’'re known for taking the initiative. On the issues I've
touched on -- and so many others -- it will be crucial that we
work together, toward honest, well-conceived solutions.

America must continue to be -- as she has always been -- an
inspiration in the eyes of the world. With your leadership --
she will.

In that spirit, I ask all of you here tonight to raise your

glasses:

To a peaceful and ever more prosperous America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release ' May 22, 1989

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT THE STATE DINNER HONORING
THE NATION'S GOVERNORS

 The State Dining Room
9:40 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good evening everybody. Fellow public
servants, politicians, stemwinding orators -- (laughter) -- it's a
tough group to speak with, but, look, it's an honor to welcome you to
what Franklin Roosevelt called the house owned by all the people and
which Harry Truman termed the finest prison in the world. ‘
(Laughter.) Incidentally, Barbara and I don't feel that way about
this magnificent place. We love it, and please don't, any one of
you, attempt to do anything about that. (Laughter.) ’ *

. I want to commend Governor Baliles for his leadership of
the NGA, and let me pass our best wishes to Terry Branstad, who is
coming in. As you know, Henry Bellmon -- I didn't see Henry tonight,
but he'll like this one -- his fellow Oklahoman Will Rogers once
said, "Politics isn't worrying this country one-tenth as much as
~ parking space." (Laughter.)

What he meant was that often Washington loses perspective
and we forget what matters -- people and their.concerns. T concluded
long ago that, as governors, you are where the action is, and there's
always a budget to be balanced or a school to be built, or you've got
to find what works. And I, too, like what works, and I try to
understand your problems, and if I, didn't, I have a hunch that one of
your own, John Sununu, my able Chief of Staff, would help me out on
that. ]

But as we gather here tonight beneath a painting which-
forms a study in how problems can be met and overcome, and I'm
talking of course about Healy's magnificent painting of Abraham
Lincoln about the end of the War Between the States. It makes a
profound impression on me. Incidentally, there's another variety of
this painting upstairs that some of you have seen, and it's the exact
same pose, but in the picture upstairs there's -- in the one upstairs
he's conferring with his three generals, but in exactly the same pose
as this one except there is a rainbow, which signifies the end of
this war that divided us and symbolizes hope for the future.

But Lincoln, as I'm sure for others of you, is one of my
favorite presidents, and I know most Americans feel that way. But
I'm reminded daily of him, for so often we pass the room which served
as his office upstairs. As he abolished slavery, he saved the Union
and he preserved for future generations the canons of democracy. And
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Tiananmen Square and nobody would have believed it back then, and
here they are. . R

You look at the changes inside the Soviet Union -- you
look at the accord in Angola -- you look at Panama, where really
almost for the first time, you've seen this tremendous expression of
" the democratic will of the people, and then see that aborted by
totalitarian and then, see the countries in Central America unite in
a resolution at the OAS, condemning this kind of behavior, because
they themselves sense this inexorable move to democracy and we are
living in very, very exciting times. _

And, around the globe, leaders are learning what you
already know =-- to survive, government must be responsive and
responsible. For, if not, the people are gonna find leaders who are.
And that's why we have the marvelous device called a free election.
And it's not easy, of course. ‘ :

But sometimes you, I know, must feel as Lincoln did. A One
night, a stranger found him in the street with two of his sons, both
of whom were sobbing uncontrollably. "Whatever is the matter with”
the boys, Mr. Lincoln?" a stranger asked. He sighed. and observed,
nJust what's the matter with the whole world. 1I've got three '
walnuts, and each wants two." ‘

Well, that's the way our business is. That's the way it
is for governors, and that's the way it is with the President of the
United States. We are pulled in countless directions, but we
treasure these American lessons.

Democracy works -- our system works. It works in Dover,
or in Des Moines -- it works in Portland, Richmond; Portland, Oregon;
Portland, Maine. And it works because when it comes to problem
solving, Washington does not know best, the people do.

Jefferson wrote, "The God who gave us life, gave us
liberty at the same time. Let us use that liberty to find solutions,
to find what works, enrich our lives, and in that spirit, I ask all
of you to raise your glasses to the American people, and to you, the
governors, their trustees, and to the American system that remains
after 200 years -- the greatest in the history of the world -- the

model for nations struggling to be free this very day.

Thank you all for being with us. Jerry, and to you sir,
and all the governors, Barbara and I salute you and extend to you our
~ most profound respects. ‘ :

(A toast is offered.)

" END 9:47 P.M. EDT



