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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: U.S.S. IOWA
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989
9:00 am

We join today in mourning for the 47 who perished, and in

thanks for the 11 who survived. They all were, in the words of

J.J. Rooney, "the men behind the guns."
\‘_/

They came from Hidalgo, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio; from
Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, California. They came to the
Navy as strangers; served the Navy as shipmates and friends; and
left the Navy as brothers in eternity. In the finest Navy
tradition, they proudly served on a great battleship -- the

"Mighty I."

This dreadnought, built long before these sailors were born,
braved the war-time waters\of the Atlantic to take President
Stows ;
Roosevelt to meet Churchill in Casablanca, and anchored in Tokyo
b s
| &
harbor on the day World War Two ended. Thésiéhip earned 11

battle stars in two wars.

October of 1944, off the coast of the Philippines. I can
still remember. For those of us serving on carriers in Halsey's

3rd Fleet, having the IOWA nearby really built our confidence. I
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Let me say the IOWA crew, I understand your grief. I, too,
have stared at the empty bunks of lost shipmates, and asked,
"Why?" I promise you today, we will find out "why" -- the
circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larger sense, there will
never be answers to the questions that haunt us. We will not --
we cannot, as long as we live -- know why God has called them

home.

But of one thing we can be sure -- this world is a more
peaceful place because of the U.S.S. IOWA. The IOWA was
recommissioned, and her crew trained, to preserve that peace. So
never forget that your friends died for the cause of peace and

freedomn.

To the Navy community, remember that you have the admiration
of America for sharing the burden of grief as a family --
especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the hardships of
separation. You have always been strong for the sake of love.
You must be heroically strong now. But you will find that love
endures. It endures in the lingering memory of time together, in
the embrace of a friend, in the bright questioning eyes of a
child. And, as for the children of the lost, throughout your

lives, you must never forget: Your father was America's pride.




Your mothers and grandmothers, aunts and uncles, are

entrusted with the memory of this day. In the years to come,

they must pass on to you the legacy of the men behind the guns.

To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

All Americans hope that our sympathy and appreciation
provide some comfort. But true comfort comes from faith and

prayer.

///ﬂ’) Your men are under a different command now, one that asks no
\ duty, and one that knows no rank. May God bless them all, these

men behind the guns.

And may God bless the U.S.S. IOWA, and all who walk her

deck.

###



THE WHITE HOUSE

‘ Offlce of the Press Secretary
(Norfolk, Virginia)

For Immediate Release ] April 24, 1989

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT USS IOWA MEMORIAL SERVICE

Norfolk Naval Air Station
Norfolk, Virginia

9:23 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: We join today in mourning for the 47 who
perished and in thanks for the 11 who survived. They all were, in
the words of a poet, the men behind the guns.

They came from Hidalgo, Texas; Cleveland, Ohio; Tampa,
Florida; Costa Mesa, California. They came to the Navy as strangers;
served the Navy as shipmates and friends; and left the Navy as
brothers in eternity. In the finest Navy tradition, they served
proudly on a great battleship, USS Iowa.

This dreadnought, built long before these sailors were
born, braved the war-time waters of the Atlantic to take President
Roosevelt to meet Winston Churchill at Casablanca, and anchored in
Tokyo Harbor on the day that World War II ended. The Iowa earned 1l
battle stars in two wars.

October of '44, off the coast of the Phlllpplnes -- I can
still remember it -- for those of us serving in carriers and Halsey's
Third Fleet, having Iowa nearby really built our confidence. And I
was proud to be a part of the recommissioning ceremony in 1984. And
now fate has written a sorrowful chapter in this history of this
great ship.

Let me say to the crew of Iowa, I understand your great
grief. I promise you today, we will find out why -- the
circumstances of the tragedy. But in a larger sense, there will
never be answers to the questions that haunt us. We will not --
cannot, as long as we live =-- know why God has called them home.

But one thing we can be sure -- this world is a more
peaceful place because of.the USS Iowa. The Iowa was recommissioned
and her crew trained to preserve the peace. So never forget that
your friends died for the cause of peace and freedom. '

To the Navy community, remember that you have the:
admiration of America for sharing the burden of grief as a family --
especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the hardships of
separation. You've always been strong for the sake of love. You
must be heroically strong now. But you will find that love endures.
It endures in the lingering memory of time together, in the embrace
of a friend, in the bright questioning eyes of a child. And as for
the children of the lost, throughout your lives you must never
forget, your father was America's pride.

Your mothers and grandmothers, aunts and uncles are
entrusted with the memory of this day. In the years to come, they
must pass along to you the legacy of the men behind the guns. And to
all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a friend -- I
can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for your loved one
served his country with distinction and honor. I hope that the
sympathy and appreciation of all the American people provide some
comfort. The true comfort comes from prayer and faith.

MORE
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REMARKS: U.S.S. IOWA
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989
9:00 AM

WE JOIN TODAY IN MOURNING FOR THE 47 WHO PERISHED,
AND IN THANKS FOR THE 11 wHO SURVIVED. THEY ALL WERE,
IN THE WORDS OF J.J. ROONEY, "THE MEN BEHIND THE GUNS."

THEY cAME FROM HIipALGo, TExAs, AND CLEVELAND, OHIO;
FROM TAMPA, FLORIDA, AND CosTA MESA, CALIFORNIA.

-2 -
THEY CAME TO THE NAVY AS STRANGERS; SERVED THE NAvY As
SHIPMATES AND FRIENDS; AND LEFT THE NAVY AS BROTHERS IN

ETERNITY. IN THE FINEST NAVY TRADITION, THEY PROUDLY
SERVED ON A GREAT BATTLESHIP -- THE U.S.S. IOWA.




-3 -
THIS DREADNOUGHT, BUILT LONG BEFORE THESE SAILORS
WERE BORN, BRAVED THE WAR-TIME WATERS OF THE ATLANTIC
TO TAKE PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO MEET WINSTON CHURCHILL
IN CASABLANCA, AND ANCHORED IN TOKYO HARBOR ON THE DAY
WorLD WAR Two ENDED. THE IOWA EARNED 11 BATTLE STARS
IN TWO WARS.

-4 -

OcToBer OF 1944, OFF THE COAST OF THE PHILIPPINES.
I CAN STILL REMEMBER. FOR THOSE OF US SERVING ON
CARRIERS IN HALSEY's 3RD FLEET, HAVING THE IOWA NEARBY
REALLY BUILT OUR CONFIDENCE. I wAsS PROUD TO
RECOMMISSION THE IOWA IN 1984. Now FATE HAS WRITTEN A
SORROWFUL CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF THE U.S.S. IOWA.

LET ME SAY To THE IOWA CREW, I UNDERSTAND YOUR

GRIEF. I, T0O, HAVE STARED AT THE EMPTY BUNKS OF LOST
SHIPMATES, AND ASKED, "WHY?"



-5 -
I PROMISE YOU TODAY, WE WILL FIND OUT "wHY" -- THE
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE TRAGEDY. BUT, IN A LARGER SENSE,
THERE WILL NEVER BE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS THAT HAUNT
US. - WE WILL NOT -- WE CANNOT, AS LONG AS WE LIVE --
KNOW WHY GOD HAS CALLED THEM HOME.

BUT OF ONE THING WE CAN BE SURE -- THIS WORLD IS A
MORE PEACEFUL PLACE BECAUSE oF THE U.S.S. IOWA.

-6 -
THE IOWA WAS RECOMMISSIONED, AND HER CREW TRAINED, TO
PRESERVE THAT PEACE. SO NEVER FORGET THAT YOUR FRIENDS
DIED FOR THE CAUSE OF PEACE AND FREEDOM.

To THE NAVY COMMUNITY, REMEMBER THAT YOU HAVE THE
ADMIRATION OF AMERICA FOR SHARING THE BURDEN OF GRIEF
AS A FAMILY -- ESPECIALLY THE NAVY WIVES, WHO SUFFER
MOST THE HARDSHIPS OF SEPARATION. YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN
STRONG FOR THE SAKE OF LOVE. YOU MUST BE HEROICALLY
STRONG NOW. BUT YOU WILL FIND THAT LOVE ENDURES.



PR T G

-7 -

IT ENDURES IN THE LINGERING MEMORY OF TIME TOGETHER, IN
THE EMBRACE OF A FRIEND, IN THE BRIGHT QUESTIONING EYES
OF A CHILD. AND, AS FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE LOST,

 THROUGHOUT YOUR LIVES, YOU MUST NEVER FORGET: Your

FATHER WAS AMERICA'S PRIDE.

YOUR MOTHERS AND GRANDMOTHERS, AUNTS AND UNCLES,
ARE ENTRUSTED WITH THE MEMORY OF THIS DAY. IN THE
YEARS TO COME, THEY MUST PASS ON TO YOU THE LEGACY OF
THE MEN BEHIND THE GUNS.

- 8 -

TO ALL WHO MOURN A SON, A BROTHER, A HUSBAND, A
FATHER, A FRIEND -- I CAN ONLY OFFER YOU THE GRATITUDE
OF A NATION, FOR YOUR LOVED ONE SERVED HIS COUNTRY WITH
DISTINCTION AND HONOR.

ALL AMERICANS HOPE THAT OUR SYMPATHY AND
APPRECIATION PROVIDE SOME COMFORT. BUT TRUE COMFORT

COMES FROM FAITH AND PRAYER.




-9 -

YOUR MEN ARE UNDER A DIFFERENT COMMAND NOW, ONE
THAT KNOWS NO RANK, ONLY LOVE; KNOWS NO DANGER, ONLY
PEACE. MAY GOD BLESS THEM ALL, THESE MEN BEHIND THE
GUNS.

AND MAY Gop BLESS THE U.S.S. IOWA, AND ALL WHO WALK
HER DECK.

¥ # #
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REMARKS: U.S.S. IOWA
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989
9:00 aM

WE JOIN TODAY IN MOURNING FOR THE 47 WHO PERISHED,
) AND IN THANKS FOR THE 11 wHO SURVIVED. THEY ALL WERE,
IN THE WORDS OF J.J. ROONEY, "THE MEN BEHIND THE GUNS."
THEY cAME FRoM HIDALGO, TEXAs, AND CLEVELAND, OHIO;
FROM TAMPA, FLORIDA, AND CosTA MEsA, CALIFORNIA.

-2 -
THEY CAME TO THE NAVY AS STRANGERS; SERVED THE NAVY As
SHIPMATES AND FRIENDS; AND LEFT THE NAVY AS BROTHERS IN

ETERNITY. IN THE FINEST NAVY TRADITION, THEY PROUDLY
SERVED ON A GREAT BATTLESHIP -- THE U.S.S. IOWA.
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THIS DREADNOUGHT, BUILT LONG BEFORE THESE SAILORS
WERE BORN, BRAVED THE WAR-TIME WATERS OF THE ATLANTIC
TO TAKE PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO MEET WINSTON CHURCHILL
IN CASABLANCA, AND ANCHORED IN TOKYO HARBOR ON THE DAY
WorLD WAR Two ENDED. THE IOWA EARNED 11 BATTLE STARS
IN TWO WARS.

-4 -

OCTOBER OF 1944, OFF THE COAST OF THE PHILIPPINES.
I CAN STILL REMEMBER. FOR THOSE OF US SERVING ON
CARRIERS IN HALSEY's 3RD FLEET, HAVING THE IOWA NEARBY
REALLY BUILT OUR CONFIDENCE. I WAS PROUD TO
RECOMMISSION THE IOWA 1N 1984. Now FATE HaS WRITTEN A
SORROWFUL CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF THE U.S.S. TIOWA.

LET ME say To THE IOWA cREW, I UNDERSTAND YOUR

GRIEF. I, T00, HAVE STARED AT THE EMPTY BUNKS OF LOST
SHIPMATES, AND ASKED, "WHY?"



-5 -
I PROMISE YOU TODAY, WE WILL FIND OUT "WHY" -- THE
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE TRAGEDY. BUT, IN A LARGER SENSE,
THERE WILL NEVER BE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS THAT HAUNT
US. WE WILL NOT -- WE CANNOT, AS LONG AS WE LIVE --
KNOW WHY GOD HAS CALLED THEM HOME.

BUT OF ONE THING WE CAN BE SURE -- THIS WORLD IS A
MORE PEACEFUL PLACE BECAUSE OF THE U.S.S. IOWA.

-6 -
THE IOWA WAS RECOMMISSIONED, AND HER CREW TRAINED, TO
PRESERVE THAT PEACE. . SO NEVER FORGET THAT YOUR FRIENDS
DIED FOR THE CAUSE OF PEACE AND FREEDOM. |
To THE NAVY COMMUNITY, REMEMBER THAT YOU HAVE THE
ADMIRATION OF AMERICA FOR SHARING THE BURDEN OF GRIEF
AS A FAMILY -- ESPECIALLY THE NAVY WIVES, WHO SUFFER
MOST THE HARDSHIPS OF SEPARATION. YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN
STRONG FOR THE SAKE OF LOVE. YOU MUST BE HEROICALLY
STRONG NOW. BuUT You wILL FIND THAT LOVE ENDURES.
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IT ENDURES IN THE LINGERING MEMORY OF TIME TOGETHER, IN

THE EMBRACE OF A FRIEND, IN THE BRIGHT QUESTIONING EYES
OF A CHILD. AND, AS FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE LOST,
THROUGHOUT YOUR Livss, YOU MUST NEVER FORGET: YOUR
FATHER WAS AMERICA’'S PRIDE. |

YOUR MOTHERS AND GRANDMOTHERS, AUNTS AND UNCLES,
ARE ENTRUSTED WITH THE MEMORY OF THIS DAY. IN THE
YEARS TO COME, THEY MUST PASS ON TO YOU THE LEGACY OF

THE MEN BEHIND THE GUNS.

- 8 -

TO ALL WHO MOURN A SON, A BROTHER, A HUSBAND, A
FATHER, A FRIEND -- I CAN ONLY OFFER YOU THE GRATITUDE
OF A NATION, FOR YOUR LOVED ONE SERVED HIS COUNTRY WITH
DISTINCTION AND HONOR.

ALL AMERICANS HOPE THAT OUR SYMPATHY AND
APPRECIATION PROVIDE SOME COMFORT. BUT TRUE COMFORT
COMES FROM FAITH AND PRAYER.




. -9 -
YOUR MEN ARE UNDER A DIFFERENT COMMAND NOW, ONE
THAT KNOWS NO RANK, ONLY LOVE; KNOWS NO DANGER, ONLY
PEACE. MAY GoD BLESS THEM ALL, THESE MEN BEHIND THE
GUNS.

AND MAY GoD BLESS‘THE U.S.S. IOWA, AND ALL WHO WALK
HER DECK.

# # #
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: U.S.S. IOWA
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989/9 a.m.

We join today in mourning for the 47 who perished, and in

thanks for the 11 who survived. They all were "the men behind

the guns."

They came from Hidaigo, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio; from
Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, Californié. They came to the
Navy as strangers; served the Navy as shipmates and friends; and
left the Navy as brothers in eternity. They voluntegred to serve

a great Navy tradition, and asked to serve on a great battleship.

This dreadnought, built long before these sailors were born,
braved the war-time waters of the Atlantic to take President
" Roosevelt to meet Churchill in Casablanca, and anchored in Tokyo
harbor on the day World War Two ended. This ship earned 11
battle stars in two wars. Now fate has written a sorrowful

chapter in the history of the U.S5.S. IOWA.

Let me say to the IOWA crew, I understand your grief. I
know the confusion of random death, the questions with no

answers. I, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost
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shipmates, and asked "why?" I promise you today, we will find

- out "why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larger

sense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt
us. We will not -- we cannot, as long as we live -- know why God

has called them home.

But of one thing we can be sure -- this world is a more
peaceful place because of the U.S5.S. IOWA. The IOWA was
recommissioned, and her crew trained, to preserve the peace. So
never forget that your friends died for the cause of péace and

freedom as surely as those lost at Okinawa or the Philippine Sea.

To the Navy community, remember that you have the admiration
of America for sharing the burden of grief as a family --
especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the hardships of
separation. You have always been strong for the sake of love.
You must be heroically strong now. Bﬁt you will find that love
endures. It endures in the lingering memory of time together, in
the embrace of a friend, in the bright questioning eyes of a
child. And, as for the children bf the lost, perhaps many of you
don’'t yet understand; with the passage of years, understanding --
and grief -- will surely come. But I want each of you to
remember something, to repeat it to yoﬁrselves/ and somedéy to

your children: Your father was America’s pride. |
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Your mothers and grandmothers, aunts and uncles, are
entrusted with the memory of this day. 1In the years to come,

they must pass on to you the legacy of the men behind the guns.

To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

All Americans hope that our sympathy and appreciation
provide some comfort. But I know that in the still hours of the
night . . . whatever we say, whatever we do . . . will not be

enough.

The only comfort I know can be found in the words of the
Midshipman’s Prayer, from Him "whose paths are in the great
waters, whose command is over all, and whose love never fails."
¥Your—boys,/ your men, are under a different command now, one that
knows no rank, only love; knows no danger, only peace. May God

bless them all, these men behind the guns}

And may God bless the city of Norfolk, the U.S.S. IOWA, and

all who walk her deck.
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j
We join today 1n mourning for the 47 who perished, and in

thanks for the 11 who survived. They -all were, in the words of

J.J., Rooney, "tha men behind the .guns,."

They cama from Hidalgo, wexas, and c1eve1and, tho: from

Tampa, Florida, and Costa Meea,ftalifornia.} They aame‘f;;;m:\f'A

Navy ag strangers: scrved the Navy as shipmatos andﬁfriends- and

left the Navy as brothers in otarnity. In the finast Navy

"' r.‘.‘g -

tradition, they proudly sarved on a great battleship -~ tne
oMighty I." : - '

This dreadnought, built long before these sallors were born,
braved tha war-time waters ¢f the Atlantic to take Prasident
Roosavalt to meet Winston churchill in Casablanca, and-anchored

{n Tokye harbor on the day World War Two ended. The IOWA earned

11 battle stars in two wars.,

october of 1944, off the coast of the Philigpines. Mcan
for £ ol ¢ i
gtill remembere ffor those of us serving on carrier A having the
[ SC I T WELEL FT SR
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IOWA nearby,
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haxg a betser.fréerd. I was proud to recommission the IOWA in

1984. MNow, rate'has written a sorrowful chapter in the history

of the U.S.S

Let mo'say to thi IOWA corew, I understand your grief. redr

abésess, I, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost
shipmates, and ankod, "Why°" I promise you today, we will find

out “yhy! -~ tho circumstancos of the tragedy. But, in a larger

,sen-o, there will nevet be answcrs to the quoltians that haunt

us. we will not -- ve cannot, as long as we live == know why God

' }:na| called tnem houe. ';;ﬂ -

But of one thing we can be sure --~this vorld is"a more
peaceful place because of the U.5.8. IOWA. The IOWA was
recommissicned, and her crew trained, to preserve that peace. So
never forget that your friends diad for the cause of peace and

freadon.

Te the Navy community, remember that you have the admiration
of America for sharing the hurden of grief as a family ==
especially the Navy wives, who suffer mogt the hardships of
separation. You haveée always been strong for the sake of love.
You muat ke heroically strong now. But you will £ind that love
endures, It endures in the lingering memory of time together, in

the embrace of a friend, in the bright questioning eyes of a
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child, As for the children of the loat, throughout your lives,
you must never gforget: Your father wag America's pride.

Your mothers and grandmothars, aunts and uncles, are
entrusted with the pamoryv of this day. 1In the years to come,
' they must pass on to you tha legacy of "the men vahind the guns."

Te all who mourn a son, a brother, a hushand, a father, a
friend -= I can only offer you the gratitude of a -nation, for
your loved one served his country with distinotion and honor.

All Americans hope that our aympathy and appreciation

provide some com:ort. But gzgg cowfort comas from :aitn and

- R

prayer, : - e

Your men are undar a different command now, one that asks no
duty, one that knows no rank. May God blesa them all, these men

behind the guna.

And may God bless the U.S.S. IOWA, and all whe walk her

deck.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: U.S.S. IOWA
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989
9:00 am

We join today in mourning for the 47 who perished, and in
thanks for the 11 who survived. They all were, in the words of

J.J. Rooney, "the men behind the guns."

They came from Hidalgo, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio; from
Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, California. They came to the
Navy as strangers; served the Navy as shipmates and friends; and
left the Navy as brothers in eternity. 1In the finest Navy
tradition, they proudly served on a great battleship -- the
"Mighty I."

This dreadnought, built long before these sailors were born,
braved the war-time waters of the Atlantic to take President
Roosevelt to meet Winston Churchill in Casablanca, and anchored
in Tokyo harbor on the day World War Two ended. The IOWA earned

11 battle stars in two wars.

October of 1944, off the coast of the Philippines. I can
still remember: for those of us serving on carriers, having the

IOWA nearby, and the cover she provided -- well, no airman could
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have a better friend. I was proud to recommission the IOWA in
1984. Now, fate has written a sorrowful chapter in the history

of the U.S5.S. Iowa.

Let me say to the IOWA crew, I understand your grief. I
know the confusion of random death, the questions with no
answers. I, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost
shipmates, and asked, "Why?" I promise you today, we will find
out "why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larger
sense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt
us. We will not -- we cannot, as long as we live -- knoﬁ why God

has called them home.

| But of one thing we can be sure =- thi§ world is a more
peaceful place because of the U.S.S. IOWA. The IOWA was |
recommissioned, aﬁd her crew trained, to preserve that peace. So
never forget that your friends died for the cause of peace and

freedon.

To the Navy community, remember that you have the admiration
of America for sharing the burden of grief as a family --
especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the hardships of
separation. You Have always been strong for the sake of love.
You must be heroically strong now. But you will find that love

endures. It endures in the lingering memory of time together, in

the embrace of a friend, in the bright questioning eyes of a
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child. As for the children of the lost, throughout your lives,

you must never forget: Your father was America's pride.

Your mothers and grandmothers, aunts and uncles, are
entrusted with the memory of this day. In the years to come,

they must pass on to you the legacy of "the men behind the guns."
To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -~ I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

All Americans hope that our sympathy and appreciation

provide some comfort. But true comfort comes from faith and

prayer.

Your men are under a different command now, one that asks no
duty, one that knows no rank. May God bless them all, these men

behind the gquns.

And may God bless the U.S.S. IOWA, and all who walk her

deck.

I
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Davis/Simon
April 21, 1989
Draft: Two
Title: Iowa

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: U.S.S. IOWA
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989/9 a.m.

We join today in mourning for the 47 who perished, and in
thanks for the 11 who survived. They all werepthe men behind the

'0
guns.

They came from Hidalgo, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio; from
Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, California. They came to the
Navy as strangers; served the Navy as éggghates and friends; and
left the Navy as brothers in eternity. They volunteered to serve

on
a great Na tradition, and asked to serve,a great battleship.
g vy 42 9 P

This dreadnought, built long before,these sailors were born,

9

braved the war-time waters of the Atlantic to take President

Roosevelt to meet Churchill in Casablanca, and anchored in Tokyo
harbor on the day World War Two ended. This ship earned 11
battle stars in two wars. Now fate has written a sorrowful

chapter in the history of the U.S.S. Iowa.

— -

= -
-2 |

Let me say to the Iowa crew, I understand your grief. I |

- —

know the confusion of random death, the questions with no

answers. 1, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost

///
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crewmates, and asked "why?" I promise you today, we will find
out "why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larger
sense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt

us. We will not -- we cannot, as long as we live -- know why God

has called them home.

But of one thing we can be sure -- this world is a more

peaceful place because of the U.S.S. Iowa. The Iowa was

-
- ———

recommissioned, and her crew trained, to preserve the peace. So

never forget that your friends died for the cause of pegce and
OMinawa oL ?%,/giplp/ne_
freedom as surely as those lost at Midway and the

Sea-
Islands

To the Navy community, remember that you have the admiration
of America for sharing the burden of grief as a family --
especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the hardships of
separation. You have always been strong for the sake of love.
You must be heroically strong now. But you will find that love
endures. ﬁgﬁé endures in the lingering memory of time together,
in the embrace of a friend, in the bright questioning eyes of a
child. And, as for the children of the lost, perhaps many of you
don’t yet understand; with the passage of years, understanding --
and grief -- will surely come. But I want each of you to

remember something, to repeat it to yourselves, and someday to

your children: Your father was America’s pride.
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Your mothers and grandmothers, aunts and uncles, are
entrusted with the memory of this day. 1In the years to come,

they must pass on to you the legacy of the men behind the guns.

To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

All Americans hope that our sympathy and appreciation
provide some comfort. But I know that in the still hours of the
night . . . whatever we say, whatever we do . . . will not be

enough.

The only comfort I know can be found in the words of the
Midshipman’s Prayer, from Him "whose paths are in the great
waters, whose command is over all, and whose love never fails."
Your boys, your men, are under a different command now, one that
knows no rank, only love; knows no danger, only peace. May God

bless them all, these men behind the guns.

all who walk her deck.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: U.S.S. IOWA M J d‘oc\/( % , -

MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989/(t.b.d.) /bomﬁﬁ;ijb ‘

We join today in thanks for the 11 who survived, and in%ﬂw\ ﬁyﬁ*

grief for the 47 who perished. They were theézzfegzgifédg%e
guns. /q

They came from Hidalgo, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio; from
Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, California. They came to the
Navy as strangers; served the Navy as crewmates and friends; and

left the Navy as brothers in death. They yalanteered to-Serve—a

Navy tradltlon, andigsﬁgddt§%$e§mg a great battleship. ™ t%”
Q/dt ‘% :[
This dreadnought, built before they were born, braved the
war-time waters of the Atlantic to take President Roosevelt to
Casablanca, and anchored in Tokyo harbor on the day of the
surrender of Japan., This ship earned 11 battle stars in tw%
A /\,Q/WVWWL /kM M\,p e : \‘
wars. , Now fate has written a sorrowful chapter in the history of

[

the U.S.S. Iowa.
n % vy s o o ctarcen

Let me say to the Iowa crew, I understand your grief.ZEF

know the confusion of random death, the questions with no

answers. I, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost
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crewmates, and asked "why?" I promise you today, we will find
out "why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larger
sense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt
us. We will not -- we cannot, as long as we live -- know why God

has called them home.

But of one thing we can be sure -- this world has known
decades of peace. The Iowa was recommissioned, and her crew
trained, to preserve that peace. So never forget that your

friends died for the cause of peace and freedom as~“surely -as
those lost at Midway amd- the Marshall TIslands.

To the Navy community, know that you have the admiration of
America for the way in which you share the burden of grief as a
family -- especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the
hardships of separation. You have been strong before for the
sake of love. You must be almost impossibly strong now. But you
will find that love endures. Love endures in the lingering
memory of time together, in the embrace of a friend, in the

bright questioning eyes of a child. (jndl as_fox the children of

the lostj)pé}haps/manyb/f,ngxgggL;,unéefstand*’understandtﬁg“**~—\\

\S;_,,—dnﬁfiﬁazg%ﬂn~ﬁﬁi1‘Cbmg\ig/t&me?”“ButNL—want,each of you to——

elves,

/Pﬂﬂr/7wm4¢ /¢1£4f0b
dren: Yoﬂr ather was America's pride.
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To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

I hope that our sympathy and appreciation provide some
ML oA o éhuzé)

Ao (Freypin
comfort. ls‘Jt I know/thqsﬁip/tﬁe\_;&il ﬁBﬁ?S’Gf’tH\‘anﬁf“\
whg/ ve ver we do, wi o e enough.

The dnlz\?omfort I know_gan/béﬁ%ound in the words of the

idshipman's Pégygij\ﬁtéﬁ Him "whose paths are in the great
\

waters, wh command is over\ﬂﬁuall _ﬂgd,nhose*iOVE"never

.ﬁg;&s’“7/§;Z;:£;§;;ﬁyour megﬂ//fe under a different command now,

one that asks no duty, and one that knows no rank. May God bless

them all, these men behind the guns.

And may God bless Q@é/%l%y/bfLﬁ%ﬁf&&Q, the U.S.S. Iowa, and

all who walk ﬂﬁ\her deck.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 21, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER /K/
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: U.S.S. IOWA

The draft remarks are eloquently written and reflect the
nation's feelings of grief, service to country and sacrifice.

Speeches like this are never easy to write, but we feel
you have done a wonderful job summing up a grieving country's
appreciation and sympathy.

We have one editorial note on the attached draft. On the

first page, second paragraph, we suggest inserting the word
"on" between the words "serve" and "a"

cc: James W. Cicconi




{ ‘ . Document No. ﬂc/; (?Q O(E(

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 4/21/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: “§00 TEpEs
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: U.S.S. IOWA
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT 0 & MCCLURE O
SUNUNU O & NEWMAN O 0O
SCOWCROFT @7 0  PORTER S S [
DARMAN 0 O  STUDDERT B O
BATES B~ O  UNTERMEYER O O
BREEDEN o o % =
CARD O & _ROGERS O O
CICCONI O pr~  PINKERSTON 0 O
DEMAREST v O i O O
FITZZWATER o w2 O O
GRAY O o o
HAGIN o O O O
PRNG Please rpovide your comments/recommendations direclty to Chriss
Winston's office wiht an info copy ot my office by 4:00
TODAY, April 21. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Draft: One
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: U.S.S. IOWA
. MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989/(t.b.d.)

We join today in thanks for the 11 who survived, and in
grief.fdr_the_47 who perished. They were the men behind the

guns.

They came from Hidalgo, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio; from
- Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, California. They came to the
Navy as strangers, served the Navy as crewmates and friends; and '
left the Navy as brothers in death. They volunteered to serve a

. oN : :
great Navy tradition, and asked to servela great battleship.

This dreadnought, built before they were borh, braved the
war-time waters of the Atlantic to take President Roosevelt to
Casablanca, and anchered in Tokyo harbor oﬁ the day of the
surrender of Japan. This'ship earned 11 battle stars in two
wars. Now fate has written a sorrowful chapter in the history of

the U.S.S. Iowa.

Let me say to the Iowa crew, I understand your grief. I

know ‘the confusion of random death, the questlons with no i

~answers. I, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost
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creﬁmates, and asked "why?"l I prémise you today, we gi;; find
out "why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larger
Asense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt
us. We will not -- we cannot, as long as we live -- know why God

has called them home.

' But of one thing we can be sure -- this world has_kno&n
decades of peace. The Iowa was recommissioned, and her crew
tréined, to preéerve that peace. So never forget that your
friends died for the cause of peace and freedom as surely as

those lost at Midway and the Mafshall‘Islands.

To the Navy community, know that you have the admiration of
America for the way in which you share the‘burdéh of grief as a
family -- especially the Navy wivés, who suffer ﬁosﬁ the |
~hardships of separation. You have been strong before for the
sake of love. You must be almost imposSibly strong now. Bﬁt you-
will find that love endures. Love endures in the lingering
memory of time together; in the embrace of a friend; in the
bright questioning eyes of a child. And, as for the children of
the lost, perhaps many of you don’t understand; understanding --
and grief -- will come in time.. But I want each of you to

remember something, to repeat it to yourselves, and someday to

~your children: Your father was America's pride.
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To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

I hope that our sympathy and appreciation provide some
comfort. But I know that in the still hours of the night,

whatever we say, whatever we do, it will not be enough.

The only comfort I know can be found in the words of the
Midshipman's Prayer, from Him "whose paths are in the great
waters, whose command is over us all, and whose love never
fails." Your boys, your men, are under é different command now,
one that asks no duty, and one that knows no rank. May God bless

them all, these men behind the.guné.

And may God bless the city~of Norfolk, the U.S.S. Iowa, and

all who walk on her deck.



Document No.

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: S ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: =il Tonay
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: U.S.S. IOWA
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O & MCCLURE ¥ 0O
SUNUN'—-—-A &~ NEWMAN o O
SCOWCROFT PORTER b O
DARMAN 0 O  STUDDERT 2 O
BATES B~ O  UNTERMEYER O O
BREEDEN o o m Cl
CARD O &~ ROGERS O 0O
CICCONI O bpr~  PINKERSTON O O
DEMAREST v O WLASION O O
FITZWATER o e O a4
‘ GRAY g O O O
HAGIN O O O O
REMARKS:  please rpovide your comments/recommendations direclty to Chriss
Winston's office wiht an info copy ot my office by 4:00
TODAY, April 21. Thank you.
pD
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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Draft: One

Title: Iowa

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: U.S.S. IOWA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989/(t.b.d.)

We join today in thanks for the 11 who survived, and in
grief for the 47 who perished. They were the men behind the

guns.

They came from Hidalgo, Texa;, and Cleveland, Ohio; from
Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, California. They came to the
Navy as strangers; served the NaQy as crewmates and friends; and
left the Navy as brothers in death. They volunteered to serve a

great Navy tradition, and asked to serve a great battleship.

This dréadnought, built before they were born, braved the
war-time waters of the Atlantic to take President Roosevelt to
Casablanca, and anchéred in Tokyo harbor on the day of the
surrender of Japan. This ship earned 11 battle stars in two
wars. Now fate has written a sorrowful chapter in the history of

the U.S.S. Iowa.

Let me say to the Iowa crew, I understand your grief. I
know the confusion of random death, the questions with no

answers. I, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost
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crewmates, and asked "why?" I promise you today, we will find
out “why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larg
sense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt
us. We will not -- we cannot, aé long as we live -- know why

has called them home.

But of one thing we can be sure -- this world has known
decades of peace. The Iowa was recommissioned, and her crew
trained, to preserve that peace. So never forget that your
friends died for the cause of peace and freedom as surely as

those lost at Midway and the Marshall Islands.

To the Navy community, know that you have the admiration
America for the way in which you share the burden of grief as
family -- especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the
hardships of separation. You have been strong before for the
sake of love. You must be almost impossibly strong now. But
will find that love endures. Love endures‘in the lingering
memory of time together, in the embrace of a friend, in the
bright questioning eyes of a child. And, as for the childfen
'the lost, perhaps many of you don't understand; understanding
and grief -- will come in time. But I want each of you to

remember something,. to repeat it to yourselves, and someday to

.your children: Your father was America's pride.

er

God

you

of
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To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his couﬁtry with distinction and honor.

I hope that our sympathy and appreciation prbvide some
comfort. But I know that in the still hours of the night,

whatever we say, whatever we do,.it will not be enough.

The only comfort I know can be found in the words of the
Mldshlpman s Prayer, from H1m "whose paths are in the great
waters, whose command is over us all, and whose love never
fails." Your boys, your men, are under a different command now,
.one that asks no duty, and one that knows no rank. May God bless

- them all, these men behind the gquns.

And may God bless the city of Norfolk, the U.S.S. Iowa, and

all who walk on her deck.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

4:00 TODAY
DATE: 4/21/89 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: U.S.S. IOWA
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O & MCCLURE A/ / C glln
SUNUNU O & NEWMAN O O ‘
- |
“SCOWCROFT - @~ O  PORTER L— O
DARMAN O O  STubpert A/¢, B O ‘
BATES N/C B~ O  UNTERMEYER o O
BREEDEN O O % gl
CARD O &~ _ROGERS O O
CICCONI O b~ _PINKERSTON O O
DEMAREST-— i g N O
FITZWATER o 2 e O O
GRAY ¥ o O O
HAGIN o a0 - g O
REMARKS:
Please rpovide your comments/recommendations direclty to Chriss
Winston's office wiht an info copy ot my office by 4:00
TODAY, April 21. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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' . Draft: One
Title: Iowa

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: U.S.S. IOWA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989/(t.b.d.)

We join today in thanks for the 11 who survived, and in
grief for the 47 who perished. They were the men behind the

guns.

They came from Hidaigo;“Texés, and Cleveland{ Ohio; from
Tampa, Florida,-and Costa\Meéa, Califbrnia. They came to the
Navy as strangers; serQed the Navy as cfewmates and friends; and
left:the Navy as bxothers in death. Tﬁéy volunteered to serve a

great Navy tradition, and asked to serve a great battleship.

This dreadnought, built before they were born, braved the

~

war-time waters of the Atlantic to take President Roosevelt to I
|
|

. Casablanca, and anchored in Tokyo harbor on the day of the

surrender of Japan. This ship earned 11 battle stars in two
wars. Now fate has written a sorrowful chapter in the history of

the U.S.S. Iowa.

Let me say to the Iowa crew, I understand your grief. I

know the confusion of random death, the questions with no

answers. I, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost




S
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érewmates,.and asked "why?" -I promise you today, we will find
out "why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larger
sense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt
us. We will not -- we cannot, as long as we live -- know why God

has called them home.

But of one thihg we can be sure -- this world has known
decades of peace. The Iowa was recommissioned, and her crew
trained, to preserve that peace. So never forget that yodr
friends died for the cause of peace and freedom as surely as

those lost at Midway and the Marshall Islands.

To the Navy community, know that you have the admiration of

America for the way in which you share the burden of grief as

w

famlly -- especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the
hardships of separation. You ‘have been strong before for the
sake of love. You must be almost impossibly strong now. But yocu
will find that love endures. Love,endurés in the liﬁgering
memory of time together, in the embrace of a friend, in the

.bright questioning eyes of a child. 2nd, as for the children of

the lost, perhaps many of you don't understand; understanding
and grief -- will come in time. But I want each of you to
remember something, to repeat it to yourselves, .and someday to

~your children: Your father was America's pride.
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To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the'gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

I hope that our sympathy and appreciation provide some
comfort. But I know that in the still hours of the night,

whatever we say, whatever we do,_it will ndt be enough.

The only comfort I know can be found in the words of the
Midshipman's Prayer, from Him "Qhose paths are in the great
waters, whose command is over us all, and whose love never
fails." Your boys, your men, are under a aifferent command now,
one that asks no duty, and one that knows no rank. May God bless

them all, these men behind the guns.

And may God bless the city of Noffolk, the U.S.S. Iowa, and

‘all who walk on her deck. ’ \
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM \/
DATE: drel/es ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: =200 TopEE
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: U.S.S. IOWA
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O & MCCLURE o
SUNUNU O & NEWMAN o O
SCOWCROFT 2~ O  PORTER &~ O
DARMAN 0 O  STUDDERT 2 O
BATEh_q O  UNTERMEYER o O
BREEDEN o o % 0
CARD O &~ ROGERS O O
CICCONI 0 _PINKERSTON - -
DEMAREST v O WLNSEON o O
FITZZWATER o e o o
GRAY "all= O O
HAGIN o a O O
REMARKS: Please rpovide your comments/recommendations direclty to Chriss
Winston's office wiht an info copy ot my office by 4:00
TODAY, April 21. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 21, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
COMMUNICATION

FROM: NELSON LUND
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Address: U.S.S. Iowa

At the request of James W. Cicconi, Counsel's office has reviewed
the captioned draft address. We have no legal objections.

We note, however, the statement in the first full paragraph on
page 2 that "this world has known decades of peace." This
appears to be an allusion to the fact that several decades have
passed without a war on the scale of World War II. In order to
avoid offending those involved in the Vietnam War, or those
affected by other recent wars in which the United States did not
so directly participate, it may be advisable to phrase the
thought a little differently.

We appreciate having had the opportunity to review this draft
address.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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Draft: One
Title: Iowa

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: U.S.S. IOWA
MONDAY, APRIL 24, 1989/ (t.b.d.)

-
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We join today in thanks for the 11 who survived, and in /Cﬁ}f“&k 7

grief for the 47 who perished. They were the men behind the 1 Af{<nQﬂﬁ77
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They came from Hidalgo, Texas, and Cleveland, Ohio; from
Tampa, Florida, and Costa Mesa, California. They came to the
Navy as strangers; served the Navy as crewmates and friends; and
left the Navy as brothers in death. They volunteered to serve a

great Navy tradition, and asked to serve a great battleship.

This dreadnought, built before they were born, braved the
war-time waters of the Atlantic to take President Roosevelt to
Casablanca, and anchored in Tokyo harbor on the day of the
surrender of Japan. This ship earned 11 battle stars in two
wars. Now fate has written a sorrowful chapter in the history of

the U.S.S. Iowa.

Let me say to the Iowa crew, I understand your grief. I
know the confusion of random death, the questions with no

answers. I, too, have stared at the empty bunks of lost
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crewmates, and asked "why?" I promise you today, we will find
out "why" -- the circumstances of the tragedy. But, in a larger
sense, there will never be answers to the questions that haunt
us. We will not -- we cannot, as long as we live -- know why God

has called them home.

But of one thing we can be sure -- this world has known
decades of peace. The Iowa was recommissioned, and her crew
trained, to preserve that peace. So never forget that your
friends died for the cause of peace and freedom as surely as

those lost at Midway and the Marshall Islands.

To the Navy community, know that you have the admiration of
America for the way in which you share the burden of grief as a
family -- especially the Navy wives, who suffer most the
hardships of separation. You have been strong before for the
sake of love. You must be almost impossibly strong now. BUE\ZEE~
will find-that love endures. Leoeve endures in the lingering
;Q%F&?i) memory of time together,-in-the-embraceof a friend, in the
J - bright gquestioning eyes of a child. And, as for the children of

the lost, perhag§yggp¥~of you don't understand; understanding --

and grief -- will come in time.y, But I want each of you to
( ——— e
f&[l(< A%;;gQZE;;;ﬂgomething, to repeat it to yourselves, and someday to
A
your children: Your father was America's pride. [

C\Ld’ 0
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To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a
friend -- I can only offer you the gratitude of a nation, for

your loved one served his country with distinction and honor.

I hope that our sympathy and appreciation provide some
comfort. But I know that in the still hours of the night,

whatever we say, whatever we do, it will not be enough.

The only comfort I know can be found in the words of the
Midshipman's Prayer, from Him "whose paths are in the great
waters, whose command is over us all, and whose love never
fails." Your boys, your men, are under a different command now,
one that asks no duty, and one that knows no rank. May God bless

them all, these men behind the guns.

And may God bless the city of Norfolk, the U.S.S. Iowa, and

all who walk on her deck.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 21, 1989
Memorandum to Chriss Winston
From: Jim Pinkerton

Re: U.S.S. Iowa Speech Draft

We think that this is an extremely important speech that is
certain to get lots of coverage. Therefore, we went through word
by word with an eye to the poetry of the prose.

1,1,1 "Men behind the guns" is an excellent analogy.
1,2,2 "brothers in death" is too harsh. We would soften it

to "brothers in eternity."

1,3,1 "take President Roosevelt to Casablanca" may summon up
images of the movie, instead: "a summit in Casablanca."

Also, we'd change "day of the surrender of Japan" to
"day that ended World wWar II".

2,2,1 "But of one thing we can be sure -- this world has
known decades of peace." This is not factually accurate, so we'd

change to "this world is a more peaceful place because of the
U.S.S. Iowa."

2,2,2 In light of the previous comment we'd <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>