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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
APRIL 24, 1989

Thank you, Bill, for those kind wqrds. I also want to
recognize your deputies at AP, Lou Boccardi and Jim Tomlinson,
here with us today.

I know the news business is a serious and sometimes
dangerous business. Mark Twain liked to recall that Napoleon
once shot at a magazine editor....

Napoleon missed him, but killed a publisher.

As Twain said, it seems his aim was bad, but his intentions
were good.

You all know Jefferson's tribute to the importance of the
press: "Were it left for me to decide whether we should have a
government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter."

Now,‘despite the féct that there are days when I think that
all we really need is a sports page =-- both of us, government and
fhe newsmedia, nged one another, and owe each other a measure of
respect, honesty and integrity equal to the work we're engaged
in.

It's been a little over three months since I took the oath
of office, and I'm very pleased with the progress we'vé made in

that short time. I'll say more about that shoftly -- but before
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I do, I'd like to speak for a moment about my impressions of
these past three months.
People often ask me what it!s like -- how the presidency
compares to the expectations you bring to it.
I can sum up the thing that's made the deepest impression on
me so far, in one word: history. You can't live in the White

House, you can't sit at that desk in the Oval Office, or upstairs

in the office I have next door to the Lincoln Bedroom, without
constantly experiencing the history of the place -- without
thinking of the presidents we all know in a new light.

I think of Washington, the man who would not be king,
working to define the presidency -- to mix power and restraint in
a way that created a chief executive consistent with democratic
government. This Sunday, I will be in New York to join in the
ceremonies marking the 200th anniversary of Washington's
swearing-in. Each of those 200 years is lasting testimony to the
solid foundations laid by Washington.

I think of Teddy Roosevelt: his limitless energy, his
mental, moral and physical toughness. I think of his dedication
to serve his nation -- a dedication instilled in earliest
childhood -- his love of nature, his passion for reform.

I think of Harfy Truman: a man who spoke his mind, a
practical man, problem-solver. A fighter who never gave up -- I

learned that the hard way in 1948, when I put $10 bucks on Tom

Dewey.
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There's Ike, Dwight Eisenhower: hero to a generation, a man
who didn't seek the spotlight, who understood the value of quiet,
steady leadership, and led this:hation through a decade of

growth, prosperity and progress.

And of course I think of the man I served for eight years, (
Ronald Reagan -- his commitment<to his beliefs, his great faith
in the American people -- and the unshakable optimism he brought
fo the job. The opportunities open to us today were made
possible by the peace and prosperity Ronald Reagan left as his
legacy. | (

We used to hear a lot about the presidency being too big for -’
one man. That talk stopped with Ronald Reagan.

Different men, different methods, different circumstances:
proof -- as I see it -- that the presidency is ample enough to
accommodate the strengths and styles of our nation's rich (
political history.

In the past three months, these thoughts have framed my own
approach, in dealing with the pressing problems that confront us
—-— some of them decades in the making -- and in working to put
the United States on a steady course for the decade ahead and‘the
new century beyond it.

The first step in every initiative I've undertaken is to
square our actions with enduring American principles. Whatever
the problem, we can count on public support -- so long as our (

policy and principles share a common root. |

Those principles are:
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Freedom: for individuals; for nations, self—determination
and democracy.

Fairness: equal standards;. equal opportunity -- a chance
for each of us to achieve, and make our way, on our own merits.

Strength: in international affairs, strength our allies can
count on, and our adversaries must respéct. And at home,
strength and a sense of self-confidence in carrying forward our
nation's work..

Excellence -- as the underlying goal in the collective

efforts we undertake, and accountability for the work we do.

And in the workings of government, a firm sense of the
responsibilities and powers of government -- and the private
sphere that lies beyond its limits.

My starting point has been a respect for American
' institutions -- for Congress, for the dedicated civil servants of
the executive branch, for state and local governments, for the
concept of public service ~- and a firm belief in the péwers of

the presidency. Each has its role, each can be enlisted in the

work at hand. The emphasis is on cooperation -- not
confrontation -- as the surest route to progress.

I read more than a‘few.newé stories -- before and after the
election -- that said the President and the Congress wouldn't be
able to work together.... That the "bitter campaign" had made
cooperation impossible.

I didn't believe that then -- and we're proving it wrong
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When I took office, I told the Congress that the American
people hadn't sent us to Washington to bicker. They sent us to
govern -- to work together to solve the urgent problems that
confront us, and to shape the long-term strategies to ensure
peace and prosperity in the future.

I think the work we've done these past three months

demonstrates the value of tough, principled negotiations between l

this Administration and the Congress.
The bipartisan budget agreement we worked out ten days ago
is a key example. That agreement -- ahead of schedule, on target
with Gramm-Rudman, and with my "no new taxes" pledge intact -- is
a strong first step towards dealing with the deficit problem, and /
keeping our economy -- 76 straight months of expanding,
uninterrupted growth -- on track. Difficult decisions lie ahead,
but an important agreement has been achieved.

And of course there is the accord we reached on Central

America. The people of Nicaragua -- like their neighbors in the
region, like people everywhere -- deserve to live in peace, with
freedom. The United States is now speaking with one voice -- and

standing behind a plan that will put the Sandinistas to the test.
And this unity has encouraged leaders like President Arias to
give strong support to U.S. policy.

And in three short months, we've made a good start coming to
grips with issues demanding urgent attention -- and decisive

action.

And we've taken that action:
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Action to stabilize the troubled Savings and I.ocan svstem.

The reform plan I sent to Congress will restore stability, and
put the S&L system back on its feet, in sound fiscal order. My
plan guarantees that depositors will be fully protected. The S&L
system must be reformed, so that the questionable practices and
outright illegalities that caused the crisis will not happen
again -- and those S&L officials found guilty of criminal actions
will be punished for the losses they have caused.

Last week, the Senate passed my plan, 91 to 8. I urge the
House to act promptly, and pass this S&L reform bill with its
central provisions intact.

We've taken action to strengthen ethics in government. The
ethics reforms I've sent to Capitol Hill this month will uphold
honesty and integrity in government service -- and apply an even-
handed ethics standard across all branches of government.

Action in the war on drugs, where we're advancing on all
fronts -- education, treatment, interdiction and tougher law
enforcement. The anti-drug effort will receive almost one
billion dollars in additional fgnding in 1990 -- a 21% increase
in outlays over what we'll spend in 1989.

We've imposed a temporary ban on the import of certain semi-
automatic rifles, weapons all too often used in drug related-
killings. And we're tackling the drug epidemic in the District
of Columbia, a test case for a full range of innovative anti-drug

measures.
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Of course, dealing with problems that demand immediate
attention is only part of the picture. We need to look to the
long-term as well -- to focus now on the kind of future we want
to see for ourselves and our nation. Investing in that future is
high on our national agenda.

First and foremost, that means improving education.
Investing in the rising generation is long-range planning at its
best. Our future in this technological age depends upon the
qualities and capabilities of the American worker -- and not just
the most talented among us, but each individual member of the
workforce.

The seven-point program of education reform I sent to
Congress early this month will help us reward excellence, reach
out to students most in need, increase choice, and introduce a
healthy element of competition and accountability that will
promote quality in our schools.

Preparing for the kinder, gentler future I've spoken of
means helping Americans cope with the changing nature of society

-- helping fundamental institutions like the family remain strong

and prosper. That's the guiding aim of my child care

initiatives, a tax credit proposal designed to expand the options
of low-income families -- keeping the ultimate choice of who will
care for their children in their hands.

Preparing for the future means protecting our environment.

Teddy Roosevelt put it best when he said: "I do not recognize

the right... to rob, by wasteful use, the generations that come
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after us."” Roosevelt spoke those words almost eighty years ago.
Now, little more than a decade away from the 21st Century,
safeguarding our environment is a national -- and international -
- imperative.

We've taken the first, important steps: we've urged
Congress to enact legislation enabling us to ban export of
hazardous wastes to nations where safe handling of those
dangerous substances cannot be guaranteed. And in response to
growing concern about global warming, the U.S. will work in
concert with other nations to end the discharge of CFCs into the
atmosphere by the year 2000.

And in the case of the Alaskan oil spill, we have takén
steps to ensure a strong federal role in oversight of the clean-
up effort, and to explore ways to prevent such spills in the
future.

Finally, we have launched an initiative to strengthen the
international strategy on third world debt, which has already
received broad international support from both industrialized and
developing countries. We have set our course with this policy:
now I want to see success on a case by case basis. I want to see
an agreement with Mexico, with Venezuela, and with other
countries as well.

We have examined and I have made decisions on U.S. strategy
for Afghanistan, Poland, Central America and other problems and
opportunities needing prompt attention. Within a few weeks

nearly all of the far reaching and systematic defense and foreign
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policy reviews will be complete. I already have made some
decisions. Others, including on arms control, will be
forthcoming soon.

We are mapping strategies for a period of remarkable change
in international affairs -—-change more wide-ranging and iapid
than at any time in the post-war period. While we will lead, we
also intend to consult and listen -- to our friends abroad and to
the Congress. I've met with the leaders of 34 nations --
renewing my acquaintance with many of them, establishing a
working relationship with the others. My Secretary of State, Jim
Baker, has met with Soviet Foreign Minister Shevardnadze, and
will meet again next month in Moscow to continue that dialogue.

And, as with the bipartisan agreement on Nicaragua, I will
work closely on international matters with the Congress.

Last Monday, we announced a new policy towards Poland, in
recognition of the positive changes taking place there. We'll be
watching events in Poland closely: the fate of Solidarity, the
follow-through on the free elections promised by the Polish
Government. Freedom is proving a powerful force in world affairs
-—- a force for peace and stability. —

The United States must seize opportunities to strengthen and
support developments that advance the cause of freedom ~-~ and we
will.

We've made a good start these first three months, and
there's more to come. The completion of our defense and foreign

policy reviews in late May, draft legislation for a new Clean Air
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Act, a new strategy to curb the increased use of lethal weapons
by drug dealers and other criminals and new initiatives to combat
the problem of homelessness in America -- all are on the near
horizon.

You know, some of my toughest critics aren't members of the
media -- quite often, they're the children who write to me at the
White House.

I want to share with you a letter from a young fellow -- a
seventh grader from Torrance, California. He wrote asking me to
take action on pollution, toxic waste, smog, littering -- a very
detailed list of environmental concerns.

He says in his letter: "I am not saying you're doing a bad
job, but could you put a little more effort into it?"

Now, I want you to know when that letter was written:
January 20, 1989 -- inauguration day.

I don't know whether I've managed to satisfy the young man
who wrote that letter, but I can say I got his message. As I've
said before, I am a practical man; I like what's real. I'm not
much for the airy and abstract. I like what works.

There's a running debate on what it takes to move a nation
forward. Some say it's ideology that matters. Some say it's a

question of competence. Others say that issues are "the

issuem....

But the fact is, what it takes to move a nation can't be

captured in one word.

It's a matter of principles -- and performance....




11

Ideology -- and action on the issues.
This Administration understands that the American people

expect all of these -- and something more.

They expect results.

So while I'm pleased with all we've accomplished in these
three months, there's a long road ahead of us. I'm optimistic --
that our reforms will produce lasting results; that the long-
range planning we do today will pay off in the future. But most
of all, this nation is ready to move forward to meet the central

challenges we face: keeping America free, prosperous and at

peace, tomorrow, and into the century ahead.



McGroarty/Blessey
April 20, 1989
2:00 pm

Draft 4

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ‘
APRIL 24, 1989

{Thank you for your generous welcome.... Acknowledgements.}

I know the news business is a serious and sometimes
dangerous business. Mark Twain liked to recall that Napoleon
once shot at a magazine editor....

_Napoleon missed him, but killed a publisher.

As Twain said, it seems his aim was bad, but his intentions
were gbod.

You all know Jefferson's tribute to the importance of the
press: "Were»it left for me to decide whether we should have a
government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter."

Now, despite the fact that there are dayé whén I think that
all we really need is a sports page -- both of us, government and
the newsmedia, need one another, and owe each other a measure of
respect, honesty and integrity equal to the work we're engaged
in.

It's been a little over three months since I took the oath
of office, and I'm very pleased with the progress we've made in
thét short time. I'11 say more about that shortly -- but before
I do, I'd like to speak for a moment about my impressions of

these past three months.




.2

People often ask me what it's like -- how the presidency
compares to the expectations you bring to it.

I can sum up the thing that's made the deepest impression on
me so far, in one word: "history. You can't live in the White
House, you can't sit at that desk in the Oval Office, or upstairs
in the office I have next door to the Lincoln Bedroom, without
constantly experiencing the history of the place -- without
thinking of the presidents we all know in a new light.

I think of Washington, the man who would not be king,
working to define the‘presidency -- to mix power and restraint in.
a way that created a chief executive consistent with democratic
government. This Sunday, I will be in New York to join in the
ceremonies marking the 200th anniversary of Washington's
swearing-in. Each of those 200 years is lasting testimony to the
solid foundations laid by Washington. -

I think of Teddy Roosevelt: his limitless energy, his
mental, moral and physical toughness. I think of his dedication
to serve his nation -- a dedication instilled in earliest
childhood -- his love of naturé, his passion for reform.

I think of Harry Truman: a man who spoke his mind, a
practical man, problem-solver. A fighter who never gave up -- I
learned that the hard way in 1948, when I put $10 bucks on Tom
Dewey. ‘

There's Ike, Dwight Eisenhower: hero to a generation, a man

who didn't seek the spotlight, who understood the value of quiet,
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steady leadership, and led this nation through a decade of
growth, prosperity And progress.

And of course I think of the man I served for eight years,
Ronald Reagan -- his commitment to his beliefs, his great faith
in the American people -- and the unshakable optimism he brought
to the job. The 6pportunities open to us today were made

possible by the peace and prbspefity Ronald Reagan left as his

\

legacy.

We used to hear a lot about the presidency being too big for
one man. That talk stopped with Ronald Reagan.

Different men, different methods, different circumstances:
proof -- as I see it -- that the presidency is ample enough to
accommodate the strengths and styles of our nation's rich
political history.

In the past three months, these thoughts have framed my own
approach, in dealing with the pressing problems that confront us
~-- some of them decades in the making -- and in working to put
the United States on a steady course for the decade ahead and the
new century beyond it.

The first step in every inifiative I've undertaken is to
square our actions with enduring American principles. Whatever
the problem, we can count on public support -- so long as our
policy and principles share a common root.

Those principles are:

Freedom: for individuals, freedom of choice; for nations,

self-determination and democracy.
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Fairness: equal standards, equal opportunity -- a chance
for each of us to achieve, and make our way, on our own merits.

Strength: in international affairs, strength our allies can
count on, and our adversaries must respect. And at home,
strength and a sense of self-confidence in carrying forward our
nation's work.

Excellence -- as the underlying goal in the collective
efforts we undertake, and accountability for the work we do.

And in the workings of government, a firm sense of the
responsibilities and powers of government -- and the'private
sphere that lies beyond its limits. ‘

My starting point has been a respect for American
inétitutions -- for Congress, for the dedicated civil servants of
the executive branch, for state and local governments -- and a
firm belief in the powers of the presidency. Each has its role,
each can be enlisted in the work at hand. The emphasis is on
cooperation -- not confrontation -- as the surest route to
progress.

When I took office, I told the Congress that the American
people hadn't sent us to Washington to bicker. They sent us to
govern -- to work together to solve the urgent problems that
confront us, and to shape the long-term strategies to ensure
peace and prosperity in the future.

I think the work we've done these past three months

demonstrates the value of tough, principled negotiations between

this Administration and the Congress.
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The bipartisan budget agreement we worked out ten days ago
is a key example. That agreement -- ahead of schedule, on target
with Gramm-Rudman, and with my'"no new taxes" pledge intact -- is
a strong first step towards dealing with the deficit problem, and
keeping our economy -- 76 straight months of expanding;
uninterrupted growth -- on track.

And of course there is the accord we reached on Central
America. The people of Nicaragua -- like their neighbors in the
region, like people everywhere -- deserve to live in peace, with .
freedom. The United State§ is now speaking with one voice -- and
standing behind a plan that will put the Sandinistas to the test.

And in three short months, we've made a good start'coming to
grips with issues demanding urgent attention -- and decisive
action.

And we've taken that action:

Action to stabilize the troubled Savings and Loan system.
The reform plan I sent to Congress will restore stability, and
put the S&L system back on its feet, in sound fiscal order. My
plan guarantees that depositors will be fully protected. The S&L
system must be reformed, so that the questionable practices and
outright illegalities that caused the crisis will not happen
again -- and those S&L officials found guilty of criminal actions
will be punished for the losses they have caused.

Last week, I was pleased to see the Senate came out strong
for reform. I urge the House to act promptly, aﬁd pass this S&L

reform bill with its central provisions intact.
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Action to strengthen ethics in government. The ethics
reforms I've sent to Capitol Hill this month will uphold honesty

and integrity in government service -- and apply an even-handed

ethics standard across all branches of government.

Action in the war on drugs, where we're advancing on all
fronts -- education, treatment, interdiction and tougher law
enforcement. The anti-drug effort will receive almost one
billion dollars in additional funding in 1990 -- a 21% increase
in outlays over what we'll spend in 1989.

We've imposed a temporary ban on the import of certain semi-
automatic rifles, weaponé all too often used in drug related-
killings. And we're tackling the drug epidemic in the District
of Columbia, a test case for a full range of innovative anti-drug
measures.

Of course, dealing with problems that démand immediate :
attention is only part of the picture. We need to look to the
long-term as well‘—- to focus,ggﬂ on the kind of future we want
to see for ourselves and our nation. Investing in that future is
high on our national agenda.

First and foremost, that means improving education.
Investing in the rising generation is long-range planning at its
best. Our future in this technological age depends upon the
qualities and capabilities of the American worker -- and not just
the most talented among us, but each individual member of the

workforce.
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The seven-point program of education reform I sent to
congress early this month will help us reward excellence in our
schools, reach out to students most in need, increase choice, and
introduce a healthy element of competition and -accountability
that will promote quality in our schools.

Prebaring for the kinder, gentler future I've spoken of
means helping Americans cope with the changing nature of society
-- helping fundamental institutions like the family remain strong
and prosper. That's the guiding aim of my child care
initiatives, a tax credit proposal designed to expand the options
of low-income families --keeping the ultimate choice of who will
care for their children in their hands.

Preparing for the future means protecting our environment.

Teddy Roosevelt put it best when he said: "I do not recognize
the right... to rob, by wasteful use, the generations that come
after us." Roosevelt spoke those words almost eighty years ago.
Now, little more than a decade away from the 21st Century,
safeguarding our environment is a national -- and international -
- imperative.

We've takeﬂ the first, important steps: we've urged
Congress to enact legislation enabling us to ban export of
hazardous wastes to nations where safe handling of those
dangerous'substances cannot be guaranteed. And in response to
growing concern about global warming, we've committed the U.S. to

work in concert with other nations to end the discharge of CFCs

into the atmosphere by the year 2000.
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And in the case of the Alaskan oil spill, we have taken
steps to ensure a strong federal role in oversight of the clean-
up effort, and to explore ways to prevent such spills in the
future.

Finally, we have launched an initiative to strengthep the
international strategy on third world debt, which has already
received broad international support from both industrialized and
developing‘countries.

We have examined and I have made decisions on U.S. strategy
for Afghanistan, Poland, Cenfral Amefica and other problems and
opportunities needing prompt attention. Within a few weeks
nearly all of the far reaching and systematic defense and foreign
policy reviews will be complete. I already have made some
decisions. Others, including on arms control, will be
forthcoming soon.

We are mapping strategies for a period of remarkable change
in international affairs -- change more wide-ranging and rapid
than at any time in thé post-war period. While we will lead, we
also intend to consult and listen -- to our friends abroad and to
the Congress. I've met with the leaders of 34 nations --
renewing my acquaintance with many of them, establishing a
Workingvreldtionship with the others. As with the bipartisan
agreement on Nicaragua, I will work closely with the Congress.

Last Monday, we announced a new policy toward; Poland, in
~recognition of the positive changes taking place there. We'll be

watching events in Poland closely: the fate of Solidarity, the
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follow-through on the free elections promised by the Polish
Government. Freedom is proving a powerful force in world affairs
-- a force for peace and stability.

The United States must seize opportunities to strengthen and
support developments that advance the cause of freedom -- and we
will.

We've made a good start these first three months, and
there's more to come. The completion of our defense and foreign
policy reviews in late May, draff legislation for a new Clean Air
Act, a new strategy to curb the increased use of lethal weapons
by drug dealers and other criminals and new initiatives to combat
the problem of homelessness in America -- all are on the near
horizon.

You know, some of my toughest critics aren't members of the
media -- quite often, they're the children who write to me at the
White House.

I want to share with YOﬁ a letter from a young man -- an
eighth grader from Torrance, California. He wrote asking me to
take actioh on pollution, toxic waste, smog, littering -- a very
detailed list of environmental concerns.

He says in his letter: "I am not saying you're doing a bad
job, but could you put a little more effort into it?"

Now, I want you to know when that letter was written:
January 20, 1989 =-- inauguration day.

I don't know whether I've managed to satisfy the young man

who wrote that letter, but I can say I got his message. As I've
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said before, I am a practical man; I like what's real. I'm not
much for the airy and abstract. I like what works.
| There's a ;ﬁnning debate on what it takes to move a nation

forward. Some say it's ideology that matters. Some say it's a
question of competence. Others say that issues are "the
_issue"....

But the fact is, what it takes to move a nation can't be
captured in one word. |

It's a matter of principles -- and performance....

Ideoiogx -- and action on the issues. |

This Administration understaﬁds that the American people
exﬁect all of these -- and scuething more.

They expect results.

So while I'm pleased with all we've §CComplished in these
three months, there's a long road ahead of us. I'm optimistic --
that our reforms will produce lasting results; that the long-
range planning we do today will pay off in the future. But most
of all, this nation is ready to move forward to meet the central

challenéesvwe face: Kkeeping America free, prosperous and at

peace, tomorrow, and into the century ahead.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1989

Memorandum to Chriss Winston h&k

From: Roger PorterQ\
Jim Pinkerton

Re: Drafts of Building A Better America, Publishers,
Bismarck, Ford Aerospace

Building A Better America

No comments.

Publishers

This draft could benefit from using the principles and
themes outlined in the Building A Better America book released
last 2/9.

1,4,1 "taken some tough shots" is too self-conscious and some
may interpret as thin-skinned. We'd omit.

3,8,1 We could identify four, and possibly five,
themes/principles: "Freedom" on page three, graf eight;
"Fairness" on page four, graf one; "quiet negotiations" on page
four, graf five; "focusing now on the kind of future we want..."
on page six, graf two; and "map[ping] strategy in an
international environment where change is more rapid...." on page

. seven, graf four.

The principles laid out here are fine, but the structure is
confusing. We can't tell whether the subsequent list of
initiatives comes under the rubric of "fairness" or "quiet
negotiations." Again, this could benefit from the tight
structure of Building A Better America.

Furthermore, it seems as if we are hinting at a third
principle later on page six, graf two, where we say "focus now on
the kind of future we want...." Investing in the future is a
good, serviceable theme that accurately organizes a host of the
President's initiatives.

(more)
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5,4,2 "The reform plan I sent to Congress...." We should
con51der applauding the Senate for passing the plan.

6,2,2 Again, the President's refrain on the future is a good
one and we should stick to it: "Investing in the future".
6,3,1 We should not pass up the opportunity to describe the

Pre51dent s education initiatives for what they are: a program
of education reform.

6,4,1 Good recitation of the education principles. When
speaking of choice, however, we should always say "parental
choice" to be clearer and avoid the obvious confusion with the
abortion issue.

9,2,2 We like the idea expressed in this paragraph and
suggest strenghtening it by the line from the President's
Announcement Speech (Oct.l12, 1987): "I am a practical man; I

like what's real. I'm not much for the airy and abstract. I
like what works."

Bismarck

A good speedh.

Arbor Day quote o apt for the occasion.

Ford Aerospace

2,3,2 "Government's role is to harness..." sounds too
restrictive. We'd suggest something that conveys the opposite
image, like "unharness" or "unleash" or "remove the barriers,"
especially since we are talking about cutting capital gains and
cutting the deficit. Entrepreneurs don't want to hear about the
government harnessing anything.

To the extent that government should harness anything, we
should harness the national energy and creativity of the American
people on behalf of the poorest and the most needy, to protect
the environment, etc.

2,4,2 Instead of "For every dollar of interest debt we
eliminate..." we prefer: "For every dollar the government does
not have to borrow there is more capital available for
investment."

(more)
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3,2 Since we are in Silicon Valley, it makes sense to
expllcltly refer to the role of high-tech in creating the 20
million new jobs and the fact that the Steiger Amendment cutting
capital gains made many of the existing jobs and companies
possible. We should have some language that starts off with
"Right here in Silicon Valley...." and ties it in with job
creation and the capital gains cut.

4,5,2 "That is why I have asked Congress for an increase of
$2 4 billion for the Space Program." This should read "NASA"
instead of "Space Program."

7,3 Purely by way of suggestion, we recall that during the
campaign the President frequently said: "Technological
advancement has always been at the heart of our nation's pioneer
spirit, pushing the boundaries of our knowledge, creating
economic opportunity and increasing our standard of living."

cc: Bill Roper
Brad Mitchell

John Gardner




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
April 20, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
‘ DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: NELSON LUND/&Z:
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: American Newspaper
Publishers Associations

At the request of James W. Cicconi, Counsel's office has reviewed
the captioned draft remarks.

The first sentence of the last paragraph on page 5 inaccurately
describes the weapons covered by the import suspension; the
sentence also fails to explain the purpose of the temporary ban
on imports. We suggest that this sentence be replaced with the
following:

"We've imposed a temporary ban on the import/ of certain
semiautomatic rifles, while we design an effective
strategy for curbing the increased use of\these lethal
weapons by drug dealers and other criminals."

Page 8, third paragraph. Despite the current popularity of the
term "assault weapons," it is imprecise and misleading in this
context. The reference to "a final decision" also suggests an
overly simple picture of the issues and options under
consideration in this area. We suggest that the phrase in
question be replaced with the following:

. . . a decision on new steps to reduge tHé‘criminal
misuse of firearms . . ." /

Page 5, last full paragraph. We question the advé;%pfiity of
asserting that the Administration's seriousness a t the anti-
drug effort should be measured by an increase in funding.

We appreciate having had the opportunity to review these draft
remarks.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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Please foward any comments to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 1:00 PM, Thursday, April 20, 1989, with an info
copy to my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

James W, Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMEﬁICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
' CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
APRIL 24, 1989

{Thank you for your generous welcome.... Acknowledgements.}

I know the news business is a serious and sometimes
dangerous business. Mark Twain liked to recall that Napoleon
once shot at a magazine editor....

Napoleon missed him, but killed a publisher.

| As Twain said, it seems his aim was bad, but his intentions
were good.

Of course, today things are more civilized -- kinder and
gentler, if you prefer -- and even though I’'ve taken some tough
shots from the press myself, I promise I’ll hold my fire.

You all know Jefferson’s tribute to the importance of the
press: "Were it left for me to decide whether we should have a
government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”

Now, despite the fact that there are days when I think that
all we really need is a sports page -- both of us, government and
the newsmedia, need one another, and owe each other a measure of
respect, honesty and integrity equal to the work we’'re engaged
in.

It’s been a little over three months since I took the oath

of office, and I'm very pleased with the progress we’ve made in
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that short time. I’ll say more about that shortly =-- but before
I do, I'd like to speak for a moment about my impressions of
these past three months.

People often ask me what it’s like -- how the presidency

- compares to the expectations you bring to it.

I can sum up the thing that’s made the deepest impression on
me so far, in one word: history. You can’t live in the White
House, you can’t sit at that desk in the Oval Office, or upstairs
in the small office I have next door to the Lincoln Bedroom,
without constantly experiencing the history of the place --
without thinking of the presidents we all know in a new light.

I think of Washington, the man who would not be king,
working to define the presidency -- to mix power and restraint in
a way that created a chief executive consistent with democratic
government. This Sunday, I will be in New York to join in the
ceremonies marking the 200th anniversary of Washington’s
swearing-in. Each offﬁ‘& >OQS?Q‘,:‘»years is lasting testimony to the
solid foundations laid by Washington. |

I think of Teddy Roosevelt: his limitless energy, his
mental, moral and physical toughness. I think of his dedication
to serve his nation -- a dedication instilled in earliest
childhood -- his love of nature, his passion for reform.

I think of Harry Truman: a man who spoke his mind, a
practical man,&ﬁroblem-solver. A fighter who never gave up -- I
learned that the hard way in 1948, when I put $10 bucks on Tom

Dewey.
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There’s Ike, Dwight Eisenhower: hero to a generation, a man
who didn’t seek the spotlight, who understood the value of quiet,
steady leadership, and led this nation through a decade of
growth, prosperity and progress.

And of course I think of the man I served for eight years,

Ronald Reagan -- his commitment to his beliefs, his great faith
in the American people -- and the unshakeable optimism he brought
to the job.

We used to hear a lot about the presidency being too big for
one man. That talk stopped with Ronald Reagan.

Different men, different methods, different circumstances:
proof -- as I see it -- that the presidency is ample enough to
accomodate the strengths and styles of our nation’s rich
political history.

In the past three months, these thoughts have frqﬁéd my own
approach gﬁiin dealing with the problems at hand, andJQOrking to
put the United States on a steady course for the decade ahead;
and the new century beyond it.

The first step in every initiative I’'ve undertaken is to
square our actions with enduring American principles. Whatever
the problem, we can count on public support -- so long as our
policy and principles share a common root.

Those principles are:

Freedom: for individuals, freedom of choice; for nations,

independence and self-determination.
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Fairness: equal standards, equal opportunity -- a chance for
each of us to achieve, and make our way, on our own merits.
And in the workings of government, a firm sense of the
responsibilities and powers of government -- and the private
sphere that lies beyond its limits.

My starting point has been a respect for American

institutions -- for Congress, for the executive branch and its
| dedicated civil servants, for state and local governments. Each
has its role, each can be enlisted in the work at hand. The
emphasis is on cooperation -- not confrontation -- as the surest
route to progress.
When I took office, I told the Congress that the American

people hadn’t sent us to Washington to bicker. They sent us to

govern -- to work together to shape policy and solve the problems
that confront us.
I think the work we’ve done these past three months

demonstrates the value of guiet negotiations between this

Administration and the Congress.

The accord we reached on Central America is a key example.

The people of Nicaragua -- like their neighbors in the region,
like people everywhere -- deserve to live in peace, with freedom.
The United States is now speaking with one voice -- and standing

behind a plan that will put the Sandinistas to the test.
And of course there is the bipartisan budget agreement we
worked out ten days ago. That agreement -- ahead of schedule, on

'target with Gramm-Rudman, and with my "no new taxes" pledge
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intact -- is a strong first step towards dealing with the deficit
problem, and keeping our economy -- 76 straight months of
expanding, uninterrupted growth -- on track.

And in three short months, we’ve made a good start coming to
grips with issues demanding urgent attention -- and decisive
action.

And we’ve/taken that action:

v/ o

Hedio
/26)stab'lize the troubled Savings and Loan system. The

reform plan I sent to Congress will restore stability, and put
the S&L system back on its feet, in sound fiscal order. My plan
guarantees that depositors will be fully protected -- and ensures
that those S&L officials found guilty of criminal behavior will
be punished to the fullest extent of the law.
Action‘TﬁWe*ve—fntrodﬁtéd“guide1ines to strengthen ethics in

government. The ethics reforms I’'ve sent to Capitol Hill this

month will uphold honesty and integrity in government service --

and apply an even-handed ethics standarﬁ across all branches of

government.

Actionx Iin the war on druqs,'we'ré advancing on all fronts

-- education, treatment, interdiction and tougher law
enforcement. And to prove we’re serious, the anti-drug effort
will receive almost one billion dollars in additional funding in
. ) ot %% :
1990 -- a 21% increasef\over at we’ll spend in 1989.
We’ve imposed a temporary ban on the import of automatic

military assault weapons, weapons all too often used in drug

related-killings. And we’re tackling the drug epidemic in the
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District Columbia, a test case for a full range of innovative
anti-drug measures.

Of course, dealing with problems that demand immediate
attention is only part of the picture. We need to look to the
long-term as well -- to focus now on the kind of future we want
to see for ourselves and our nation. Investing in that future is
high on our national agenda.

First and foremost, that means improving education.
Investing in the rising generation is long-range planning at its
best. Our future in this fechnological age depends upon the
qualities and capabilities of the American worker -- and not just
the most talented among us, but each individual member of the
workforce. | A#gf;;

The seven-point plan I sent to Congress early this month

ghcouleqe +rne

will help us reward excellence in our schools, ;§!¢A¢a¢ﬁ7§§ﬁlﬁ &ymohé’

students most in need, increase choice, and introduce a healthy

/ﬂui”su/"rl"

element of competition and accountability that will promote
quality in our schools. - -
Preparing for the future means helping Americans cope with
the changing nature of society -- helping fundamental
institutions like the family remain strong and prosper. That’s
the guiding aim of my child caré initiatives, a\tax credit -
proposals designed to expand the options of low-income families -- -
keeping the ultimate choice of who will care for their children

in their hands.
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Preparing for the future means protecting our environment.

Teddy Roosevelt put it best when he said: "I do not recognize
the right... to rob, by wasteful use, the generations that come
after us." Roosevelt spoke those words almost eighty years ago.

Now, little more than a decade away from the 21st Century,
safeguarding our environment is a national -- and international -
- imperative.

We'’ve taken the first, important steps: we’ve urged
Congress to enact legislation enabling us to ban export of
hazardous wastes to nations where safe handling of those
dangerous substances cannot be guaranteed. And in response to
growing concern-about global warming, we’ve committed the U.S. to
work in concert with other nations to end the discharge of CFCs
into the atmosphere by the year 2000.

And in the case of the Alaskan oil spill, we have taken

ovurSiGRd- of
steps to ensure a strong federal role infithe clean-up effort, and
to explore ways to prevent such spills in the future.

Finally, in the international arena, I've met with the
leaders of 34 nations -- renewing my acquaintance with many of
them, establishing a working relationship with the others.

I’'ve also ordered my national security team to conduct a series
of systematic defense and foreign policy reviews. Those reviews
-- now nearly complete -- willvhelp us map strategy in an .

international environment where change is more rapid than at any

point in the post-war period.
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Last Monday, we announced a new policy towards Poland, in
recognition of the positive changes taking place there. We’ll be
watchiné events in Poland closely: the fate of So;idarity, the
follow—through on the free elections promised by the Polish
- Government. Freedom is proving a powerful forcé in world affairs
-- a force for peace and stability.

The United S£ates must seize opportunities to strengthen and
support developments that advance the cause of freedom -- and we
will.

We’ve made a good start these first three months, and
there’s more to come. The completion of our defense and foreign
policy reviews in late May, draft legislation for a new Clean Air
Act, a final decision on assault weapons, and new initiatives to
combat the problem of homelessness in America -- all are on the

near horizon.

You know, some of my toughest critics aren’t members of the
media -- quite often, they’re the children who write to me at the
White House.

I want to share with you a letter from a young man -- an
eighth grader from Torrance, California. He wrote asking me to
take action on pollution, toxic waste, smog, littering -- a very
detailed list of environmental concerns.

He says in his letter: "I am not saying you’re doing a bad

job, but could you put a little more effort into it?"
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Now, I want you to know when that letter was written:
January 20, 1989 -- inauguration day.

I don’t know whether I’'ve managed to satisfy the young man
who wrote that letter, but I can say I got his message. Whatever
the issue, we need to get down to business -- find solutions,
make progress. |

So while I'm pleased with all we’ve accomplished in these
three months, there’s a long road ahead of us. I'm optimistic --

that our reforms will produce lasting results; that the long-
range planning we do today will pay off in the future. But most
of all, this nation is ready'to move forward to meet the central

challenges we face: keeping America free, prosperous and at

peace, tomorrow, and into the century ahead.
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April 19, 1989
2:30 pm

Draft 2

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
g .CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
APRIL 24 1989

{Thank you for your generous welcome.... Acknowledgements.}

I know the news business is a serious and sometimes
dangerous business. Mark Twain liked to reeall that‘Napoleon
once shot at a magazine editor....

Napoleon missed him, but killed a publisher.

As Twain said, it seems his aim was bad, but his intentions
were good. |

Of course, today things are more civilized -- kinder and
gentler, if you prefer ?-_and even though I've taken some tough
shots from the press myself, I promise I'll hold my fire.

You all know Jefferson's tribute to the importance of the
press: '"Were it left for me to decide whether we should have a
government withoutlnewspapers, or newspapers without a:
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter."

, Noﬁ,‘despite the fact that there are days when I think that
all we really need is a sports page -- both of us; govefnment and

the newsmedia, need one another, and owe each other a measure of

respect honesty and 1ntegr1ty equal to the work we're engaged

in.
It's been a little over three months since I took the oath

of office, and I'm very pleased with the progress we've made in
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that short time. 1I'll say more about that sher%iy --‘but before
I do, I'd like to speak for a moment about my impressions of
these past three months.

People often ask me what it's like -- how the presidency
compares to the expectations you bring to it.

I can sum up the thing that's made the deepest impression on
me so far, in one word: history. You can't live in the White
House, you can't sit at that desk in the Oval Office, or upstairs
in the small office I have next door to the Lincoln Bedroom,
without constantly experiencing the history of the place --
‘without thinking of the presidents we all know in a new light.

I think of Washington, the man who would not be king,
working to define the presidency =-- to mix power and restraint in
a way that created a chief executive consistent with democratic
government. This Sunday, I will be in New York to join in the
ceremonies marking the 200th anniversary of Washington's
swearing-in. Each of those 200 years is lasting testimony to the
solid foundations laid by Washington.

I think of Teddy Roosevelt: his limitless energy, his
mental, moral and physical toughness. I think of his dedication
to serve his nation -- a dedication instilled in earliest
childhood -- his love of nature, his passion for reform.

I think of Harry Truman: a man who spoke his mind, a
practical man, problem-solver. A fighter who never gave up -- I

learned that the hard way in 1948, when I put $10 bucks on Tom

Dewey.
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There's Ike,ADwight Eisenhower: hero to a generation, a man
who didn't seek the.spotlight, who uhdersfood the value of quiet,
stéady leadership, and led this nation through a decade of
growth, prosperity énd progress. |

And of course I think of the man I served for eight years,
Ronald Reagan -- his commitment to his beliefs, his great faith
in the American people -- and the unshakeable optimism he brought
to the job. | |

We used to hear a lot about the presidency being too big for
-one man. That.talk stbpped with Ronald Reagan. |

Different men, different methods, different circumstances:
proof -- as I see it -- that the presidehcy is ample enough to
‘accomodate the strengths and styles of our nation's rich
political'history. l |

In the past three months, these thoughts have framed my own

approach -- in dealing with the problems at hand, and working to N
put the United States on a steady coufse‘for the decade ahead, |
and the new century beyond it. |
The first step in every initiative I've uﬁdertaken is to |
square our actions with enduring American principles. Whatever
the problem, we can count on public support -- so long as our
policy and principles share a common root.
Those principles are:

Freedom: for individuals, freedom of choice; ‘for nations,

.independence and self-determinétion.
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Fairnessﬁ equal'standardsﬂ equal opportunity -- a chance for
each of us to achieve,>and make our-way, on our own merité.

And in the workings‘of government, a firm sense of the
responsibilities and powers of government -- and the private
sphére'that lies beyond its limits.

My starting‘point_hés been a respect for American

- institutions -- for Congress, fof thé executive branch and its
dedicatéd.civil servants, for stéte aﬁd local governments. Each
has its>role, each can be enlisted in the work at hand. The
emphasis is on cooperation -- not confrontation -- as the surest
roﬁte to progress.

When I took office, I told the.Congress that the American
people hadn't sent us to Washington to bicker.. They sent us to
govern -- to work together to shape'poiicy and solve the ﬁroblems
that confront us.

I think the;work we've done these past three months
demohstrates the value of guiet negotiations between this
Administration and the Congress.

The accord we reached on Central America is a key example.
The people of Nicaragua =-- like their neighbors in the regioh,
-like people everywhere --“deserve to live in peace, with freedom.
The United States is now'speaking with‘ohe voice -—.and Standing

'behiﬂd a plan that will put the Sandinistés to the test.
| And of course there is the bipartisan budget agreement we

worked out ten days ago. That agreement -- ahead Of,schedule, on

target with Gramm-Rudman, and with my "no new taxes" pledge
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intact -- is a strong first step towards dealing with the deficit
problem, and keeping our economy -- 76 straight months of
expanding, uninterrupted growth -- on track.

And in three short months, we've made a good start coming to
grips with issues demanding urgent attention -- and decisive
action.

Gﬁét've takeﬁf%giion:

To stabilize the troubled Savings and Loan system. The
reform plan I sent to Congress will restore stability, and put
the S&L system back on its feet, in sound fiscal order. My plan
guarantees that depositors will be fully protected -- and ensures
that those S&L officials found guilty of criminal behavior will
be }é punished to the fullest extent of the law.

AWQé“ha.We've introduced guidelines to strengthen ethics in

government. The ethics reforms I've sent to Capitol Hill this

month will uphold honesty and integrity in government service --
and apply an even-handed ethics standard across all branches of
government.

[*,hoﬁJhﬁT'in the war on drugs, we're advancing on all fronts --

education, treatment, interdiction and tougher law enforcement.éﬁ

We've imposed a temporary ban on the import of automatic military
/%, assault weapons, weapons all too often used in drug related- ‘
: killings. And we're tackling the drug epidemic in the District |

Columbia, a test case for a full range of innovative anti-drug

measures.
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Of course, dealing with problems that demand immediate
attention is only part of the picture. We need to look to the
long-term as well -- to focus now on the kind of future we want
to see for<E£;e1ves and our nation. Investing in that future is
high on our national agenda.

First and foremost, that means improving education.
Investing in the rising generation is long-range planning at its
best. Our future in this technological age depends upon the
qualities and capabilities of the American worker -- and not just
the most talented among us, but each individual member of the
workforce.

The seven-point plan I sent to Congress early this month
will help us reward excellence in our schools, reach out to
students most in need, increase choice, and introduce a healthy

A accrvatabil
element of competition that will promote quality in our schools.
Preparing for the future means helping Americans cope with

the changing nature of society =-- helping fundamental

institutions like the family remain strong and prosper. That's

the guiding aim of my child care initiatives, a tax credit
proposal designed to expand the options of low-income families --
keeping the ultimate choice of who will care for their children
in their hands.

Preparing for the future means protecting our environment.
Teddy Roosevelt put it best when he said: "I do not recognize

the right... to rob, by wasteful use, the generations that come

Ao
after us." Roosevelt spoke those words j i i
%m/g s 7 peav 9%
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the present century. Now, little more than a decade away from
the 21st Century, safeguarding our environment is a national --

-

and international -- imperative.

We've taken the first, important steps: ?ﬁ%ve urged Congress
to enact legislation enabling us to ban export of hazardous
wastes to nations where safe handling of those dangerous
substances cannot be guaranteed. And in response to growing
concern about global warming,%g%ve committed theAU.S. to work in
concert with other nations to end the discharge of CFCs into the
atmosphere by the year 2000.

And in the case of the Alaskan oil spill,t%;ﬁave taken steps
to ensure a strong federal role in the clean-up effort, and to
explore ways to prevent such spills in the future.

Finally, in the international arena, I've met with the
leaders of 34 nations -- renewing my acquaintance with many of
them, establishing a working relationship with the others.

I've also ordered my national security team to conduct a series
of systematic defense and foreign policy reviews. Those reviews
== now nearly complete -- will help us map strategy in an
international environment where change is more rapid than at any
point in the post-war period.

Last Monday,?gkénnounced a new policy towards Poland, in
recognition of the positive changes taking place there. We'll be
Watching events in Poland closely: the fate of Solidarity, the

follow-through on the free elections promised by the Polish
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Government. Freedom is proving a powerful force in world affairs
-- a force for peace and stability.

The United States must seize opportunities to strengthen and
support developments that advance the cause of freedom -- and we
will.

//;27 ’;ou know, some of my toughest critics aren't members of the
C?‘ media -- quite often, they're the children who write to me at the

White House.

I want to share with you a letter from a young man -- an
eighth grader from Torrance, California. He wrote asking me to
take action on pollution, toxic waste, smog, littering -- a very
detailed list of environmental concerns.

He says in his letter: "I am not saying you're doing a bad
job, but could you put a little more effort into it?"

Now, I want you to know when that letter was written:
January 20, 1989 -- inauguration day.

I don't know whether I've managed to satisfy the young man
who wrote that letter, but I can say I got his message. Whatever
the issue, we need to get down to business -- find solutions,

make progress.

oO-DL""Ze . . .
Anélon—that—sccré,l'm pleased with all we've accomplished in

a Loy road pbiead of ws -
these three monthS/\ I'm optimistic -- that our reforms will
produce lasting results; that the long-range planning we do
the maleom
today will pay off in the future. But most of all, I*m ready to

move forward -- to continue to meet the central challengzé}f
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gevermment: Keeping America free, prosperous and at peace,

| tomorrow, and into the century ahead.
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM; DENISE SCHWARZ tﬁig‘
OFFICE OF CABINET AFFAIRS

SUBJECT; PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN NEWSPAPER
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

LOG #028427SS

We have reviewed the remarks and have incorporated the
comments.

Attachment

cc: Jim Cicconi
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
' CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
APRIL 24, 1989

{Thank you for your generous welcome.... Acknowledgements.}

I know the news business is a serious and sometimes
dangerous business. Mark Twain liked to recall that Napoleon
once shot at a magazine editor....

Napoleon missed him, but killed a publisher.

As Twain said, it seems his aim was bad, but his intentions
were good.

Of course, today things -are more civilized -- kinder and
gentler, if you prefer -- and even though I‘ve taken some tough
shots from the press myself, I promise I’ll hold my fire.

You all know Jefferson’s tribute to the importance of the
press: "Were it left for me to decide whether we should have a
government withoﬁt newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter."

Now, despite the fact that there are days when I think that
all we really need is a sports page -- both of us, government and
the newsmedia, need one another, and owe each other a measure of
respect, honesty and integrity equal to the work we’re engaged
in.

It’s been a little over three months since I took the oath

of office, and I'm very pleased with the progress we’ve made in
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that short time. I‘ll say more about that shortly -- but before
I do, I'd like to speak for a moment about my impressions of
these past three months.

People oftgn ask me what it’s like -- how the presidency
compares to the expectations you bring to it.

I can sum up the thing that’s made the deepest impression on
me so far, in one word: history. You can’t live in the White
House, you can’t sit at that desk in the Oval Office, or upstairs
in the small office I have next door to the Lincoln Bedroom,
without constantly experiencing the history of the place --
without thinking of the presidents we all know in a new light.

I think of Washington, the man who would not be king,
working to define the presidency -- to mix power and restraint in
a way that created a chief executive consistent with democratic
government. This Sunday, I will be in New York fo join in the
ceremonies marking the 200th anniversary of Washington’s
swearing-in. Each of those 200 years is lasting testimony to the
solid foundations laid by Washington.

I think of Teddy Roosevelt: his limitless energy, his
mental, moral and physical toughness. I think of his dedication
to serve his nation -- a dedication instilled in earliest
childhood -- his love of nature, his passion for reform.

I think of Harry Truman: a man who spoke his mind, a
practical man, problem-solver. A fighter who never gave up -- I

learned that the hard way in 1948, when I put $10 bucks on Tom

Dewey.
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There’s Ike, Dwight Eisenhower: hero to a generation, a man
who didﬁ’t seek the spotlight, who understood the value of quiet,
steady leadership, and led this nation through a decade of
growth, prosperity and progresé.

And of course I think of the man I served for eight years,

Ronald Reagan -- his commitment to his beliefs, his great faith
in the American people -- and the unshakeable optimism he brought
to the job.

We used to hear a lot about the éresidency being too big for
one man. That talk stopped with Ronald Reagan.

Different men, different methods, different circumstances:
proof -- as I seé it -- that the presidency is ample enough to
accomodate the strengths and styles of our nation’s rich
political history.

In the past three months, these thoughts have framed my own
approach -- in dealing with the problems at hand, and working to
put the United States on a steady course for the decade ahead,
and the new century beyond it.

The first step in every initiative I've undertaken is to
square our actions with enduring American principles. Whatever
the problem, we can count on pubiic support -- so long as our
policy and principles share a common root.

Those principles are:

Freedom: for individuals, freedom of choice; for nations,

independence and self-determination.
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Fairness: equal standards, equal opportunity -- a chance for

each of us to achieve, and make our way, on our own merits.

And in the workings of government, a firm sense of the
responsibilities and powers of government -- and the private
sphere that lies beyond its limits.

My starting point has been a respect for American

institutions -- for Congress, for the executive branch and its

dedicated civil sérvants, for state and 1ocai governments. Each
has its role, each can be enlisted in the work at hand. The
emphasis is on cooperation -- not confrontation -- as the surest
route to progress.

When I took office, I told the Congress that the American
people hadn’t sent us to Washington to bicker. They sent us to
govern -- to work together to shape policy and solve the problems
that confront us.

' I think the work we’ve done these past three months

demonstrates the value of gquiet negotiations between this

Administration and the Congress.

The accord we reached on Central America is a key example.

The people of Nicaragua -- like their neighbors in the region,
like peopleAeverywhere -- deserve to live in peace, with freedom.
The United States is now speaking with one voice -- and standing

behind a plan that will put the Sandinistas to the test.
And of course there is the bipartisan budget agreement we

worked out ten days ago. That agreement -- ahead of schedule, on

target with Gramm-Rudman, and with my "no new taxes" pledge
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intact -- is a strong first step towards dealing with the deficit
problem, and keeping our economy -- 76 straight months of
expanding, uninterrupted growth -- on track.

And in three short months, we’ve made a good start coming to
grips with issues demanding urgent attention -- and decisive
action.

And we’ve taken that action:

To stabilize the troubled Savings and Loan system. The

reform plan I sent to Congress will restore stability, and put
the S&L system back on its feet, in sound fiscal order. My plan
guarantees that depositors will be fully protected -- and ensures
that those S&L officials found guilty of criminal behavior will
be punished to the fullest extent of the law.

Action: We’ve introduced guidelines to strengthen ethics in

government. The ethics reforms I've sent to Capitol Hill this
month will uphold honesty and integrity in government service --

and apply an even-handed ethics standard across all branches of

government.

Action: In the war on drugs, we’'re advancing on all fronts

-- education, treatment, interdiction and tougher law
enforcement. And to prove we’'re serious, the anti-drug effort
will receive almost one billion dollars in additional funding in
1990 -- a 21% increase over what we’ll spend in 1989. L//

£

ot
We’ve imposed a temporary ban on the import ofjautomatic

military assault weapons, weapons all too often used in drug

related-killings. And we’re tackling the drug epidemic in the
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District Columbia, a test case for a full range of innovative
anti-drug measures.

Of course, dealing with problems that demand immediate
- attention is only part of the picture. We need to look to the
long-term as well -- to focus now on the kind of future we want
to see for ourselves and our nation. Investing in that future is
high on our national agenda.

First and foremost, that means improving education.
Investing in the rising generation is long-range planning at its
best. Our future in this fechnological age depends upon the
qualities and capabilities of the American worker -- and not just

the most talented among‘us, but each individual member of the

workforce."fhm{,mb 7N dw(cé WiniC Lv&m%bn echJCmJﬂmﬂ 3 JUCEs)
-Yvr\nc\cmc\qub, Lor vosSine ¥y, —Qo( \\QCV\%& \/)J-;\Ld%] osf \\umM*LCUnMI

The seven-point plan I sent to Congress early this month
will help us reward excellence in our séhools, reach out to
students most in need, increase choice, and introduce a healthy
element of competition and accountability that will promote
quality in our schools.

Preparing for the future means helping Americans cope with
the changing natﬁre of society -- helping fundamental
institutions like the family remain strong and prosper. That’'s
the guiding aim of my child care initiatives, a tax credit
proposal designed to expand the options of low-income families --

keeping the ultimate choice of who will care for their children

in their hands.
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Preparing for the future means protecting our environment.

Teddy Roosevelt put it best when he said: "I do not recognize
the right... to rob, by wasteful use, the generations that come
after us." Roosevelt spoke those words almost eighty years ago.

Now, little more than a decade away from the 21st Century,
safegquarding our environment is a national -- and international -
- imperative.

We’ve taken the first, important steps: we’ve urged
Congress to enact legislation enabling us to ban export of
hazardous wastes to nations where safe handling of those

dangerous substances cannot be guaranteed. And in response to

growing concern about global warming, we’ve committed the U.S. to
work in concert with other nations to end the discharge of CFCs
into the atmosphere by the year 2000.

And in the case of the Alaskan oil spill, we have taken

steps to ensure a strong federal role in the clean-up Jeffort, and

to explore ways to prevent such spllls in the future.

» chad ai-wc -l-o %en Hae intea~
Finally, -l - “ .5'('Ye'\£( natfiewel .
S‘(’Ya:k_q'./
leaders of 34 nations -- renewing my acquaintance wit of o ird~
Wor (d labt
them, establishing a working relationship with the others. Whiem has

I've also ordered my national security team to conduct a series

oroad
of systematic defense and foreign policy reviews. Those reviews ‘“*;:;*
-- now nearly complete -- will help us map strategy in an 5br¢*f

international environment where change is more rapid than at any}\dvﬂwy
i

point in the post-war period. a////*ﬁ\\\\\ ~7) Ouwd~Jun£bphﬁ g
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Last Monday, we énnounced a new policy towards Poland, in
recognition of the positive changes taking place there. We’ll be
watching events in Poland closely: the fate of Solidarity, the
follow-through on the free elections promised by the Polish
Government. Freedom is proving a powerful force in world affairs
-- a force for peace and stability.

The United Sfates must seize opportunities to strengthen and
support developments that advance the cause of freedom -- and we
will.

We’ve made a good start these first three months, and
there’s more to come. The completion of our defense and foreign
policy reviews in late May, draft legislation for a new Clean Air
Aét, a final decision on assault weapons, and new initiatives to
combat the problem of homelessness in America -- all are on the

near horizon.

You know, some of my toughest critics aren’t members of the
media -- quite often, they’re the children who write to me at the
White House.

I want to share with you a letter from a young man -- an
eighth grader from Torrance, California. He wrote asking me to
take action on pollution, toxic waste, smog, littering -- a very
detailed list of environmental concerns.

He says in his letter: "I am not saying you’‘re doing a bad

job, but could you put a little more effort into it?"
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Now, I want you to know when that letter was written:
January 20, 1989 -- inauguration day.

I don’'t know whether I’‘ve managed to satisfy the young man
who wrote that letter, but I can say I got his message. Whatever
the issue, we need to get down to business -- find solutions,
make progress.

So while I'm pleased with all we’ve accomplished in these
three months, there’s a long road ahead of us. I'm optimistic --
that our reforms will produce lasting results; that the long-

. range planning we do today will pay off in the future. But most
of all, this nation is ready to move forward to meet the central

challenges we face: keeping America free, prosperous and at

peace, tomorrow, and into the century ahead.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
‘ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
APRIL 24, 1989

{Thank you for your generous welcome.... Acknowledgements.}

I know the news business is a serious and sometimes
dangerous business. Mark Twain liked to recall that Napoleon
once shot at a magazine editor....

Napoleon missed him, but killed a publisher.

As Twain said, it seems his aim was bad, but his intentions
were good.

Of course, today things are more civilized -- kinder and
gentler, if you prefer -- and even though I’'ve taken some tough
shots from the press myself, I promise I’ll hold my fire.

You all know Jéfferson’s tribute to the importance of the
press: "Were it left for me to decide whether we should have a
government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter."

Now, despite the fact that there are days when I think that
all we really need is a sports page -- both of us, government and
the newsmedia, need one another, and owe each other a measure of
respect, honesty and integrity equal to the work we’re engaged
in.

It’s been a little over three months since I took the oath

of office, and I'm very pleased with the progress we’ve made in




2
that short time. I’11 say more about that shortly -- but before
I do, I'd like to speak for a moment about my impressions of
these past three months.

People often ask me what it’s like -- how the presidency
compares to the expectations>you bring to it.

I can sum up the thing that’s made the deepest impression on
me so far, in one word: history. You can’t live in the White
House, you can’t sit at that desk in the Oval Office, or upstairs
in the small office I have next door to the Lincoln Bedroonm,
without constantly experiencing the history of the place --
without thinking of the presidents we all know in a new light.

I think of Washington, the man who would not be king,
working to define the presidency -- to mix power and restraint in
a way that created a chief executive consistent with democratic
government. This Sunday, I will be in New York»to join in the
ceremonies marking the 200th anniversary of Washington’s
swearing-in. Each of those 200 years is lasting testimony to the
solid foundations laid by Washington.

I think of Teddy Roosevelt: his limitless energy, his
mental, moral and physical-toughness. I think of his dedication
ﬁo serve his nation -- a dedication instilled in earliest
childhood -- his love of nature, his passion for reform.

I think of Harry Truman: a man who spoke his mind, a
practical man, problem-solver. A fighter who never gave up -- I

learned that the hard way in 1948, when I put $10 bucks on Tom

L

Dewey. ™~
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There’s Ike, Dwight Eisenhower: hero to a generation, a man
who didn’t seek the spotlight, who understood the value of quiet,
steady leadership, and led this nation through a decade of
growth, prosperity and progress.

And of course I think of the man I served for eight years,

Ronald Reagan -- his commitment to his beliefs, his great faith
in the American people -- and the unshakeable optimism he brought
to the job.

We used to hear a lot about the presidency being too big for
one man. That talk stopped with Ronald Reagan.

Different men, different methods, different circumstances:
proof -- as I see it -- that the presidency is ample enough to
accomodate tﬁe strengths and styles of our nation’s rich
political history.

In the past three months, these thoughts have framed my own
approach -- in dealing with the problems at hand, and working to
put the United States on a steady course for the decade ahead,
and the new century beyond it.

The first step in every initiative I’ve undertaken is to
square our actions with enduring American principles. Whatever
the problem, we can count on public support -- so long as our
policy and principles share a common root.

Those principles are:

Freedom: for individuals, freedom of choice; for nations,

independence and self-determination.
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Fairness: equal standards, equal opportunity -- a chance for
each of us to achieve, and make our way, on our own merits.
And in the workings of government, a firm sense of the
responsibilities and powers}ofigovernment -- and the private
sphere that lies beyond its limits.

My starting point has been a respect for American

institutions -- for Congress, for the executive branch and its
dedicated civil servants, for state and local governments. Each
has its role, each can be enlisted in the work at hand. The
emphasis is on cooéeration -- not confrontation -- as the surest
route to progress.

When I took office, I told the Congress that the American
people hadn’t sent us to Washington to bicker. They sent us to
govern -- to work together to shape policy and solve the problems
that confront us.

I think the work we’ve done these past three months

demonstrates the value of quiet negotiations between this

Administration and the Congress.

The accord we reached on Central America is a key example.
The people of Nicaragua -- like their neighbors in the region,
like people everywhere -- deserve to live in peace, with freedom.
The United States is now speaking with one voice -- and étanding
behind a plan that will put the Sandinistas to the test.

And of course there is the bipartisan budget agreement we

worked out ten days ago. That agreement -- ahead of schedule, on

target with Gramm-Rudman, and with my "no new taxes" pledge
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intact -- is a strong first step towards dealing with the deficit
problem, and keéping our economy -- 76 straight months of
expanding, uninterrupted growth -- on track.

And in three short months, we’ve made a good start coming to
grips with issues demanding urgent attention -- and decisive
action.

And we’'ve taken that action:

To stabilize the troubled Savings and Loan system. The

reform plan I sent to Congress will restore stability, and put

the S&L system back on its feet, in sound fiscal order. My plgn
guarantees that depositors will be fully protected -- and ensures -
that those S&L officials found'guilty of criminal behavior will
be punished to the fullest extent of the law.

Action: We'’ve introduced guidelines to stremngthen ethics in
government. The>ethics reforms I’'ve sent to Capitol Hill this
month will uphold honesty and integrity in government service --

and apply an even-handed ethics standard across all branches of

government.

Action: 1In the war on drugs, we’'re advancing on all fronts

-- education, treatment, interdiction and tougher law

enforcement. And to prove we’'re serious, the anti-drug effort

will receive almost one billion dollars in additional}égggigéjin v
1990 —- a 21% increase over what we’ll spend in 1989.

We’'ve imposed a temporary ban on the import of automatic

military assault weapons, weapons all too often used in drug

related-killings. And we’re tackling the drug epidemic inthe




6
District Columbia, a test case for a full range of innovative
anti-drug measures.

Of course, dealing with problems that demand immediate
. attention is only part of the picture. We need to look to the
long-term as well -- to focus now on the kind of future we want
to see for ourselves énd our nation. Investing in that future is
high on our national'agenda.

First and foremost, that‘means improving education.
Investing in the rising generation is long-range planning at its
best. Our future in this fechnological age depends upon the
qualities and capabilities of the American worker -- and not just
the most talented among us, but each individual member of the
workforce.

The seven-point plan I sent to Congress early this month
will help us reward excellence in our schools, reach out to
students most in need, increase choice, and introduce a healthy
element of competition and accountability that will promote
quality in our schools. )

Preparing for the future means helping Americans cope with
the changing nature of society -- helping fundamental
institutions like the family remain strong and prosper. That'’s
the guiding aim of my child care initiatives, a tax credit
proposal designed to expand the options of low-income families --

keeping the ultimate choice of who will care for their children

in their hands.
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Preparing for the future means protecting our environment.

Teddy Roosevelt put it best when he said: "I do not recognize

the right... to rob, by wasteful use, the generations that come
after us." Roosevelt spoke those words almost eighty years ago.
3% Now, little more than a decade away from the 21st Century,
; 4 - safeguarding our environment is a national -- and international -
g - imperative.

We’ve taken the first, important steps: we’ve urged
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growing concern about global warming, we’ve committed the U.S. to

work in concert with other nations to end the discharge of CFCs
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And in the case of the Alaskan oil spill, we have taken

steps to ensure a strong federal role in the clean-up effort, and
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to explore ways to prevent such spills in the future.
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Last Monday, we announced a new poiicy towards Poland, in
recognition of the positive changes taking place there. We’ll be
watching events in Poland closely: the fate of Solidarity, the
follow-through on the free elections promised by the Polish
Governmeﬁt. Freedom is proving a powerful force in world affairs
-- a force for peace and stability.

The United Sﬁates must seize opportunities to strengthen and
support developments that advance the cause of freedom -- and we
will. |

We’'ve made a good start these first three months, and
there’s more to come. The completion of our defense and foreign
policy reviews in late May, draft legislation for a new Clean Air
Act, a final decision on assault weapons, and new initiatives to
combat the-problem of homelessness in America -- all are on the

near horizon.

You know, some of my toughest critics aren’t members of the
media -- quite often, they’re the children who write to me at the
White House. |

I want to share with you a letter from a young man -- an
eighth grader from Torrance, California. He wrote asking me to
take action on pollution, toxic waste, smog, littering -- a very
detailed list of environmental concerns.

He says in his letter: "I am not saying you’re doing a bad ’

job, but could you put a little more effort into it?"
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Now, I want you to know when that letter was written:
January 20, 1989 -- inauguration day.

I don’t know whether I‘ve managed to satisfy the youhg man
who wrote that letter, but I can sa& I got his message. Whatever
the issue, we need to get down to business -- find solutions,
make progress.

So while I'm pleased with all we’ve accomplished in these
three months, there’s a long road ahead of us. I’'m optimistic--—
that our reforms will produce lasting results; that the long-
range planning we do today will pay off in the future. But most
of all, this nation is ready to move forward to meet the central

challenges we face: keeping America free, prosperous and at

peace, tomorrow, and into the century ahead.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
APRIL 24, 1989
{Thank you for your generous welcome.... Acknowledgements.}
I know the news business is a serious and sometimes
dangerous business. Mark Twain liked to recall that Napoleon
once shot at a magazine editor....
Napoleon missed him, but killed a publisher.
As Twain said, it seems his aim was bad, but his intentions

were good.

Of course, today thing&\are more civilized -- kinder and
\
gentler, if you prefer -- an eyen though I’'ve taken some tough
shots from the press myself, romise I’'1ll hold my fire.

You all know Jefferson’s tribute to the importance of the
press: "Were it left for me to decide whether we should have a
government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter."

Now, despite the fact that there are days when I think that
all we really need is a sports page -- both of us, government and
the newsme iia, need one another, and owe each other a measure of
respect, honesty and integrity equal to the work we’re engaged
in.

It’s been a little over three months since I took the oath

of office, and I'm very pleased with the progress we’ve made in
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thét short time. I’ll say more about that shortly -- but before
I do,.I’d like to speak for a moment about my impressions of
these past three months.

People often ask me what it's like -- how the presidency
compares to the expectations you bring.to it.

I can sum up the thing that’s made the deepest impression on
me so far, in‘one word: history. You can’‘t live in the White
House, you can’t sit at that desk in the Oval Office, or upstairs
in tﬁe,office I have next door to the Lincoln Bedroom, without
constantly experiencing the history of the place -- without
thinking of the presidents we all know in a new light.

I think of Washington, the man who would not be king,
working to define the presidency -- to mix power and restraint in
a way that created a chief executive consistent with democratic
government. This Sunday, I will bé in New York to join in the
ceremonies marking the 200th anﬁiversary of Washington’s
swearing-in. Each of those 200 years is lasting testimony to the
solid foundations laid by Washington.

I think.of Teddy Roosevelt: his limitless enerqgy, his
méntal, moral and @hysibal toughness. I thiﬁk of his dedication
to serve his nation'-—'a dedication instilled in earliest
childhood -- his love of nature, his passion-for reform.

‘I think of.Haffy Truman: a man who spoke his mind, a
practical many'p:oblem;solver.‘ A fighter who never gave up -- I

learned';hat the hard way in 1948, when I put $10 bucks on Tom

" Dewey.
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There’s Ike, Dwight Eisenhower: hero to a generation, a man
who didn’t seek the spotlight, who understood the value of quiet,
steady leadership, and led this nation through a decade of
growth, prosperity and progress.

And of course I think of the man I served for eight years,
Ronald Reagan -- his commitment to his beliefs, his great faith
in the American people -- and the unshakeable optimism he brought
to the job. The opportunities open to us today were made
possible by the peace and prosperity Ronald Reagan left as his
legacy.

We used to hear a lot about the presidency being too big for
one man. That talk stopped with Ronald Reagan.

Different men, different methods, different circumstances:
proof -- as I see it -- that the presidency is ample enough to
accomodate the strengths and styles of our nation’s rich
political history.

In the past three months, these thoughts have framed my own
approach, in dealing with the pressing problems that confront us
-- some of them decades in the making -- and430rking to put the
United States on a steady course for the decade aheadK and the
new century beyond it.

The first step in every initiative I’'ve undertaken is to
square our actions with enduring American principles. Whatever
the problem, we can count on public support -- so long as our

policy and principles share a common root.

Those principles are:
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Freedom: for individuals, freedom of choice; for nations,
self—aetermination and'democfacy.

Fairness: equal standards, equal opportunity -- a chance
for each of us to achieve, and make our way, on our own merits.

Strength: in international affairs, strength our allies can
‘count on, and our adversaries must respect. And at home,
strength and a sense of self-confidence in carrying forward our
nation’s work.

‘Excellence -- as the underlying goal in the collective

efforts we undertake, and accountability for the work we do.

And in the workings of government, a firm sense of the
~responsibilities and powers of government -- and the private
sphere that lies beyond its limits.

My starting point has been a respect for American

institutions -- for Congress, for the dedicated civil servants of
the executive branch, for state and local governments =- and a

firm belief in the powers of the presidency. Each has its role,

each can be enlisted in the work at hand. The emphasis is on
cooperation -- not confrontation -- as the surest route to
progress.

When I took office, I tola the Congress that the American
people hadn’t sent us to Washington to bicker. They sent us to
govérn -- to work together tQ,splve the urgent problems that
confront us, and fo shape the;long—term'stfétegies to ensure

peace and prosperity in the future.
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I think the work we’ve done these past three months

demonstrates the value of tough, principled negotiations between

this Administration and the Congress.

The bipartisan budget agreement we worked out ten days ago
is a key example. That agreement -- ahead of schedule, on target
with Gramm-Rudman, and with my "no new taxes" pledge intact -- is
a strong first step towards dealing with the deficit problem, and
keeping our economy -- 76 straight months of expanding,
uninterrupted growth -- on track.

And of course there is the accord we reached on Central

America. The people of Nicaragua =-- like their neighbors in the
region, like people everywhere -- deserve to live in peace, with
| freedom. The United States is now speaking with one voice -- and

standing behind a plan that will put the Sandinistas to the test.
And in three short months, we’ve made a good start coming to
grips with issues demanding urgent attention -- and decisive

action.

And we’ve taken that action:

tien ¥
/ﬁ%o stabilize the troubled Savings and Loan svstem. The
reform plan 1 sent to Congress will restore stability, and put

the S&L system back on its feet, in sound fiscal order. My plan
guarantees that depositors will be fully protected -- and ensures

that those S&L offic:als found guilty of criminal behavior will

be punished to the fullest extent of the law.

Actioqf We'wve-—introduced guidelines to strengthen ethics in |

government. The ethics reforms I’'—e sent to Capitol Hill this
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month will uphold honesty and integrity in government service --

and apply an even-handed ethics standard across all branches of

government.
phoe)
Actionk n the war on drugs,,we’re advancing on all fronts

-- education, treatment, interdiction and tougher law

enforcement. [And to -p: re—serious, ?;e anti-drug effort
/7

will receive almost one billion dollars in additional funding in
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1990 -- a 21% lncreaééf%vggﬁzhat we’ll spend in 1989.

We'’ve imposed a temporary ban on the import o omatlc

£l !
rnfle
Lt s, weapons all too often used in drug

related-killings. And we’re tackling the drug epidemic in the
District of Columbia, a test case for a full range of innovative
anti-drug measures.

Of course, dealing with problems that demand immediate
attention is only part of the picture. We need to look to the
long-term as well -- to focus now on the kind of future we want
to see for ourselves and our nation. Investing in that future is
high on our national agenda.

First and foremost, that means improving education.
Investing in the rising generation is long-range planning at its
>est. Our future in this technological age depends upon the
qualities and capabilities of the American worker -- and not just

the most talented among us, but each individual member of the

workforce.

race <P éd**w re_.Q\rM

The seven-point I -sent to Congress early this month

will help us reward excellence in our schools, reach out to
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students most in need, increase choice, and introduce a healthy

element of competition and accountability that will promote

quality in our schools. " anrd ?‘,CLM. T 0t gporen. vf\

e

Preparing for the future means helping Americans cope with

the changing nature of society -- helping fundamental

institutions like the family remain strong and prosper. That’s

the guiding aim of my child care initiatives, a tax credit

proposal designed to expand the options of low-income families --
keeping the ultimate choice of who will care for their children

in their hands.

Preparing for the future means protecting our environment.

Teddy Roosevelt put it best when he said: "I do not recognize
the right... to rob, by wasteful use, the generations that come
after us." Roosevelt spoke those words almost eighty years ago.

Now, little more than a decade away from the 21st Century,
safequarding our environment is a national -- and international -
- imperative.

We’ve taken the first, important steps: we’ve urged
Congress to enact legislation enabling us to ban export of
hazardous wastes to nations where safe handling of those
dangerous substances cannot be guaranteed. And in response to
growing concern about global warming, we’ve committed the U.S. to
work in concert with other nations to end the discharge of CFCs

into the atmosphere by the year 2000.
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And in the case of the Alaskan oil spill, we have taken
steps to ensure a strong federal role invasg n-up effort, and
to explore ways to prevent such spills in the future.

Finally, in the international arena, I've met with the
leaders of 34 nations -- renewing my acquaintance with many of de’ $
them, establishing a working relationship with the others. W kﬁﬂ
I've also ordered my national security team to conduct a seriesojjp
of systematic defense and foreign policy reviews. Those reviews
-- now nearly complete -- will help us map strategy in an
international environment where change is more rapid than at any
point in the post-war period.

Last Monday, we announced a new policy towards Poland, in
recognition of the positive changes taking place there. We’ll be
watching events in Poland closely: the fate of Solidarity, the
follow-through on the free elections promised by the Polish
Government. Freedom is proving a powerful force in world affairs
-- a force for peace and stability.

The United States must seize opportunities to strengthen and
support developments that advance the cause of freedom -- and we
will.

We’ve made a good start these first three months, and
there’s more to come. The completion of our defense and foreign

policy reviews in late May, draft legislation for a new Clean Air

- C A

combat the problem of homelessness in America -- all are on :che

a hewy fgd&adhLBA?_ %é Cenb e 17ntreawed UTe 0f>

JeARal W ea crno ¢£7 CZZA~2 Aewlecy pot 827 _ Oernvsr—atls



You know, some of my toughest critics aren’t members of the

media -- quite often, they’re the children who write to me at the
White House.

I want to share with you a letter from a young man -- an
eighth grader from Torrance, California. He wrote asking me to
take action on pollution, toxic waste, smog, littering -- a very
detailed list of environmental concerns.

He says in his letter: "I am not saying you’re doing a bad
job, but could you put a little more effort into it?"

Now, I want you to know when that letter was written:
January 20, 1989 -- inauguration day.

I don’t know whether I’'ve managed to satisfy the young man
who wrote that letter, but I can say I got his message. Whatever
the issue, we need to get down-to-business—==find solutions,

o et A

There’s a running debate on what it takes to move a nation

make progress.

forward. Some say it’s ideology that matters. Some say it’s a
question of competence. Others say that issues are "the
issne™ ., ...

But the fact is, what it takes to move a nation can’t be

captured in one word.

It’s a matter of nrinciples -- and performance....
Ideology -- and action on the issues.

This Administration understands that the American people

expect agll of these -- and scmething more.
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They expect results.

So while I'm pleased with all we’ve accomplished in these
three months, there’s a long road ahead of us. I’'m optimistic --
that our reforms will produce lasting results; that the long-~
range planning we do today will pay off in the future. But most
of all, this nation is ready to move forward to meet the central

challenges we face: keeping America free, prosperous and at

peace, tomorrow, and into the century ahead.




2

S/ wnger/s
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I think the work we’ve done these past three months

demonstrates the value of tough, principled negotiations between

this Administration and the Congress.
The bipartisan budget agreement we worked out ten days ago

is a key example. That agreement -- ahead of schedule, on target

with Gramm-Rudman, and with my "no new taxes" pledge intact -- is

a strong first step towards dealing with the deficit problem, and

cecpteast

keeping our economy -- 76 straight months of expanding,

uninterrupted growth -- on track.

zoS

And of course there is the accord we reached on Central
America. The people of Nicaragua =-- like their neighbors in the
region, like people everywhere -- deserve to live in peace, with
freedom. The United States is now speaking with one voice -- and
standing behind a plan that will put the Sandinistas to the test.

And in three short months, we’ve made a good start coming to

ji??ék%aé;/f;Qﬁﬁztvk

grips with issues demanding urgent attention -- and decisive

action.

7

And we’ve taken that action:

S¥L s
/4‘607

To stabilize the troubled Savings and Loan system. The

reform plan I sent to Congress will restore stability, and put
the S&L system back on its feet, in sound fiscal order. My plan

guarantees that depositors will be fully protected -- and ensures

V4 oSS o

that those S&L officials found guilty of criminal behavior will

be punished to the fullest extent of the law. ,42ey/ézgggé/—$°“" §
-

Action: We've introduced guidelines to strengthen ethic

government. The ethics reforms I’'ve sent to Capitol Hill is

ooy
LA gt
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The bipartisan budget'agreement we worked out ten days ago
is a key example. That agreement -- ahead of schedule, on target
with Gramm-Rudman, and with my "no new taxes" pledge intact -- is
a strong first step towards dealing with the deficit problem, and
keeping our economy -- 76 straight months of expanding,
uninterrupted growth -- on track. |

And of course there is the accord we reached on Central
America. The people of Nicaragua -- like their neighbors in the
region, like people everywhere -- deserve to live in peace, with
freedom. The United States is now speaking with one voice -- and
standing behind a plan that will put the Sandinistas to the test.

And in three short months, we've made a good start coming to
grips with issues demanding urgent attention -- and decisive
action.

And we've taken that action:

Action to stabilize the troubled Savings and Loan system.
The reform plan I sent to Congress will restore stability, and
put the S&L system back on its feet, in sound fiscal order. My
ﬁlan guarantees that depositors will be fully protected. The S&L
system must be reformed, so that the questionable practices and
outright illegalities that caused the criéis will not happen
again -- and those S&L officials found guilty of criminal actions
will be punished for the losses they have caused.

Last week, I was pleased to see the Senate came out strong
for reform. I urge the Housjbb%gﬁptly,.and pass this S&L reform

bill with its central provisions intact.
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The seven-point program of education reform I sent to

Congress early this month will help us reward excellence in our

schoolé, reach out to students most in need, increase choice, and

introduce a healthy element of competition and accountability

that will promote quality in our schools.

Preparing for the kinder, gentler future, I've spoken of,
means helping Americans cope with the changing nature of society
-- helping fundamental institutions like the family remain strong
and prosper. That's the guiding aim of my child care
initiatives, a tax credit proposal designed to expand the options
of low-income families --keeping the ultimate choice of who will
care for their children in their hands.

Preparing for the future means protecting our environment.

Teddy Roosevelt put it best when he said: "I do not recognize
the right... to rob, by wasteful use, the generations that come
after us." Roosevelt spoke those words almost eighty years ago.
Now, little more than a decade'away from the 21st Century,
safeguarding our environment is a national -- and international -
- imperative.

We've taken the first, important steps: we've urged
Congress to enact legislation enabling us to ban exporf of
hazardous wastes to nations where safe handling of those
dangerous substances cannot be guaranteed. And in response to
growing concern about global warming, we've committed the U.S. to
work in concert with other nations to end the discharge of CFCs

into the atmosphere by the year 2000.
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And in the case of the Alaskan oil spill, we have taken
steps to ensure a strong federal role in oversight of the clean-
up effort, and to explore ways to prevent such spills in the
future.

Finally, we have launched an initiative to strengthén the
international strategy on third world debt, which has already
received broad international support from both industrialized and
developing countries. |

We have examined and I have made decisions on U.S. strategy
for Afghanistan, Poland, Central America and other problems and
opportunities needing prompt attention. Within a few weeks
nearly all of the far reaching and systematic defense and foreign
policy reviews will be complete. I already have made some
decisions, others, including on arms control, will be forthcoming
soon.

We are mapping strategies for a period of remarkable change
in international affairs -- change more wide-ranging and rapid
than at any time in the post-war period. While we will lead we
also intend to consult and listen -- to our friends abroad and to
the Congress. 1I've met with the leaders éf 34. nations --
renewing my acquaintance with many of them, establishing a
working relationship with the others. As with the bipartisan
agreement on Nicaragua, I will work closely with the Congress.

Last Monday, we announced a new policy towards Poiand, in
recognition of the positive changes taking place there. We'll be

watching events in Poland closely: the fate of Solidarity, the
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And in the case of the Alaskan oil spill, we have taken
steps to ensure a strong federal role in oversight of the clean-
up effort, and to explore ways to prevent such spills in the
future.

Finally, we have launched an initiative to strengthen the
international strategy on third world debt, which has already
received broad international support from both industrialized and
developing countries.

-We have examined and I have made decisions on U.S. strategy
for Afghanistan, Poland, Central America and other problems and
opportunities needing prompt attention. Within a few weeks
nearly all of the far reaching and systematic defense and foreign
policy reviews will be complete. I already have made some
decisions. Others, including on arms control, will be
forthcoming soon.

We are mapping strategies for a period of remarkable change
in international affairs -- change more wide-ranging and rapid
than at any time in the pést-war period. While we will lead we
also intend to consult and listen -- to our friends abroad and to
the Congress. I've met with the leaders of 34 nations --
renewing my acquaintance with many of them, establishing a
working relationship with the others. As with the bipartisan
agreement on Nicaragua, I will work closely with the Congress.

Last Monday, we announced a new polidy towards Poland, in

recognition of the positive changes taking place there. We'll be

. watching events in Poland closely: the fate of Solidarity, the




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1989

Memorandum to Chriss Winston h&K

From: Roger PorterQ\
Jim Pinkerton

Re: Drafts of Building A Better America, Publishers,
Bismarck, Ford Aerospace

Building A Better America

No comments.

Publishers

This draft could benefit from using the principlesdzgg//
themes outlined in the Building A Better America book r ased
last 2/9.

1,4,1 "taken some tough shots" is too self-congcious and some
may interpret as thin-skinned. We'd omit.

3,8,1 We could identify four, and possibly five,
themes/principles: "Freedom" on page three, graf eight;
"Fairness" on page four, graf one; "quiet negotiations" on page
four, graf five; "focusing now on the kind of future we want..."
on page six, graf two; and "map[ping] strategy in an
international environment where change is more rapid...." on page

seven, graf four.

The principles laid out here are fine, but the structure is
confusing. We can't tell whether the subsequent list of
initiatives comes under the rubric of "fairness" or "quiet
negotiations." Again, this could benefit from the tight
structure of Building A Better America.

Furthermore, it seems as if we are hinting at a third
principle later on page six, graf two, where we say "focus now on
the kind of future we want...." Investing in the future is a
good, serviceable theme that accurately organizes a host of the
President's initiatives.

(more)
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5,4,2 "The reform plan I sent to Congress...." We shou&é//

consider applauding the Senate for passing the plan.

6722 Again, the President's refrain on the future is a good
one and we should stick to it: "Investing in the future".

6,3,1 We should not pass up the opportunity to defgg;be/the

Pre51dent s education initiatives for what they are: "a program
of education reform.

6,4,1 Good recitation of the education principles. When
speaking of choice, however, we should always say "parental
choice" to be clearer and avoid the obvious confusion with the
abortion issue.

9,2,2 We like the idea expressed in this paragrap
suggest strenghtening it by the line from the Presiden
Announcement Speech (Oct.12, 1987):#1I am a practical
like what's real. I'm not much for iry and abstract.
like what w?iii:j;7

‘ As T nE Saco fe
Bismarck

apt for the occasion.

Ford Aerospace

2,3,2 "Government's role is to harness..." sounds too
restrictive. We'd suggest something that conveys the opposite
image, like "unharness" or "unleash" or "remove the barriers,"
especially since we are talking about cutting capital gains and
cutting the deficit. Entrepreneurs don't want to hear about the
government harnessing anything.

To the extent that government should harness anything, we
should harness the national energy and creativity of the American
people on behalf of the poorest and the most needy, to protect
the environment, etc.

2,4,2 Instead of "For every dollar of interest debt we
eliminate..." we prefer: "For every dollar the government does
not have to borrow there is more capital available for
investment.

(more)
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3-3-3

3,2 Since we are in Silicon Valley, it makes sense to
expllc1tly refer to the role of high-tech in creating the 20
million new jobs and the fact that the Steiger Amendment cutting
capital gains made many of the existing jobs and companies
possible. We should have some language that starts off with
"Right here in Silicon Valley...." and ties it in with job
creation and the capital gains cut.

4,5,2 "That is why I have asked Congress for an increase of
$2 4 billion for the Space Program." This should read "NASA"
instead of "Space Program."

7,3 Purely by way of suggestion, we recall that during the
campaign the President frequently said: "Technological '
advancement has always been at the heart of our nation's pioneer
spirit, pushing the boundaries of our knowledge, creating
economic opportunity and increasing our standard of living."

cc: Bill Roper
Brad Mitchell

John Gardner
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