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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 11, 1989

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS CEREMONY

The East Room

1:20 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome, honored guests, ladies and
gentlemen. (Applause.) First, I'm pleased to see so many members of
our Cabinet present here today; members of the United States
Congress; Senator. And welcome to all of you, our most honored
guests.

Let me add that I have a slight confession to make. It's
been said -- and I know this will shock you -- that sometimes I don't
speak in very good English and that I have a hard time being
understood. I'll admit it; it's true. And all I can say is that I'm
in pretty good company, though. Look at Yogi Berra. (Laughter.)
When asked if he had seen "Dr. Zhivago," he said, "No, I feel fine."
(Laughter.)

And Danny Ozark, the baseball's master of the malaprop,
once observed of his ballplayers, "Contrary to popular belief, I've
always had a wonderful repertoire with them."

See what I mean? 1It's not just me. Everybody does it --
even these silver-tongued orators have the meaning blurred.

But today, this group here makes me realize the message
isn't blurred -- certainly not the message that brings us together.
Let it ring loud and clear. America is great because America is
good. And America's greatest deeds come from the basic decency and
compassion of her people -- each of you here today.

And we see that decency and compassion everywhere -- in a
child care center, the Rotary, the Little League, synagogue or
church. It means lending a hand, tending a wound, and helping the
less fortunate.

And this is Volunteer Week, a time to celebrate those
qualities. And it's my honor today to present the 1989 President's
Volunteer Action Awards. These awards were first presented in 1982.
And since then, 148 Americans have been recognized and honored.

And I have said that from now on, any definition of a
successful 11fe must 1nclude serv1ng others. And today's award
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Chessié's 82 years --

. 800 children =-- sounds like a weekend with my
grandkids in Kennebun

kport, Maine, but nevertheless -- (Laughter.)

Allison Stieglitz -- 15 years old. ' Listening to her at
lunch, sounds a little older than that. But nevertheless, she was
only 12 when she askéd her parents to use the money they had planned
to spend on her Bat Mitzvah to provide Thanksgiving baskets for needy
families. And that first year, she gave out 15; in 1980, she donated
75. And in Miami, Allison has béguh a Sunday breakfast and bag lunch
program in two local teémples.

Chessie and Allison, and this year's 15 other
President Award winners, were chosen from nearly 1,500 nominations.
And let's face it -- the 15 just barely scratched the ‘surface of
people that are volunteering and helping all across the country.
They =-- you =- know that prosperity without purpose means nothing.
Instead, you revere what matters: simple, fundamental values like
decency, goodness; self-discipline, compassion, caring.

Rose and

because they form the heart of volunteerism and of these President's
Awards. And that is why we have opened the Office of National
Service, which is_leaéing_our administration's national service
movement. This offic# will encouragé partnerships between all levels
of government, private enterprise, and the voluntary organizations.
It's going to take things that work and carry them to the nation.

And it will enlist new volunteers in community-based efforts to
_combat ‘urgent social needs. Aand toward that end, soon I will
announce our administration's Y-E-S or YES to America Program --
Youth Entering Service. Here, American youth can give of, not to;
themselves. . By saying

And as Prjsident, I want to promote those basic values:

; "Yes" to America, they ¢an define a successful
life. : : -

Of course,
know that volunteerisn
asks, "What can I do n
and should be a cataly
have surpassed -=- far
alone can do. .-

} Volunteeri
the responsibility, th
confront issues like h
teen pregnancy, and dr
understanding and thos
are a nation, and a fa
other.  And as a famil

‘ Volunteeri
join hands and exchang
can tutor an inner-cit
an engineer or an arti

role model to others.

Fellow vol

that's what you already have done. And you
never asks, "What can T do for myself?" It
yself for others?" And, yes, government can
st of caring. 1Its role is critical. But we
surpassed -+ the limits of what government

sm says that it is the private sector which has
e understanding and, yes, the resources to
unger; health care, homelessness, illiteracy,
ug abuse: Our chédllenge is to use that

e resources to meet our responsibility. For we
mily, helping, enriching, ahd caring for each
Yy, we are committed to a nationwide effort.

sm says that individuals, 1like communities, can
e talents for the good of America. One person
y student; that boy or girl can sonmeday become
st. The child-turned-adult will then become a °

uﬁteers, each 6f-You has been a role model.

'Yoﬁ have enriched the

AlAaca An a nare~nnaT naA

American spirit.

And in that spirit, let me

Fa == ahAnt a hora if wven will.
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commissioner: for the City of New York, he counseled and inspired
kids. And they called him the Iron Horse, the Pride of the Yankees.
And he was a hero.

To serve others, to enrich your community -- this truly
defines a successful life. For success is personal, and it is
charitable -- the sum not of our possessions, but of how we help our
neighbors. '

My friends, on that score, you all have hiF a grand-slam
home run. Congratulations to each of you, the award-winners, and

. thank you for coming today. And may your example inspire and uplift

others.

And now, it is my distinct pleasure to present the 1980
awards. And to help me is another real volunteer -- certainly the
lead one in our family -- Barbara Bush. (Applause.) '

And I'd like to ask Donna Alvarado, the head of ACTION,
and my dear friend, Mr. Volunteer himself, Governor George Romney to
come forward to help Barbara with these presentations. And then to
all of you, our most heartfelt thanks. (Applause.)

THE FIRST LADY: The United Auto Workers, Local #31, of
Kansas City, Kansas. Bud Carroll, Local #31 president, accepting.
(Applause.) . The United Auto Workers, Local #31, of Kansas City,
Kansas, joined forces with General Motors, the city council and other
union locals to raise $100,000 and remodel its former union hall into
a facility for the homeless. UAW members and retirees now volunteer
at the center. (Applause.)

Samuel and Nanette Evans. Samuel and Nanette Evans, of
Arlington, Virginia, formed the Northern Virginia Patriots, an
award-winning marching band whose 450 young members perform in
colonial costumes at many nationally-known parades and events.
(Applause.) :

Senior Master Sergeant Apolonio E. (Ed) Garcia, of Enid,
Oklahoma, tutors Spanish-speaking immigrants in English as a second
language and has assisted over 50 Hispanics to get their temporary
resident papers. (Applause.)

Chessie Harris. Chessie Harris, of Huntsville, Alabama,
founded Harris Home for Children in 1958, a facility which has
provided a home for over 800 abandoned children. She and Mr. Harris,
who died in 1988 at the age of 93, raised the building and operating
funds and managed the home. (Applause.)

The Judeo Christian Health Clinic; Rhea Herowitz
accepting. The Judeo Christian Health Clinic, Tampa, Florida,
organized in 1972 by a Presbytarian church and now managed by a group .
of local churches, involves over 400 volunteer physicians and other

. professionals in providing health care to low-income people who do

not qualify for public assistance. (Applause.)

The Great American First Savings  Bank, You Miss

" School-You Miss Out Program -- James Schmidt, Vice Chairman
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training for members,
interest to women and
topics as teen pregnanc

a

Habitat for
accepting. Habitat fo&
Georgia, involves over

. simple, decent, affordable housing for low income families.

provides no-interest lo
(Applause. )

Inner City
accepting. Inner City
the Hispanic residents

.

dvocacy at the national level on subjects of

children, and special programs emphasis on such

Y and women and alcohol. (Applause.);
Humanity, International; Amy Parsons
Humanity, International, based in Americus,

35,000 volunteers in 324 sites, who develop

Habitat

ans and the buyers provide sweat equity.

Development, Inc.; Patti and Rod Radle ,
Development, Inc., organized to offer hope to
of San Antonio's inner city, provides a food

largest recreation program and a Christmas toy program that allows

and clothing bank, a tgtoring program, family counseling, the city's

parents to purchase to
(Applause.) ’

The Virgini

Rhodes, President and Chief Executive Officer, accepting.
Virginia Power Volunteer

company employees and

through 60 volunteer team councils.

s for 10 percent of their actual price.

a Power Volunteer Program; Dr. James T.
The
Program provides an organized way for
etirees to volunteer in community activities
Employees participated in more

than 1,500 projects, totaling over 100,000 hours of service in 1988.

(Applause.) .

Covenant House; Father Bruce Ritter accepting.

House, founded in New Y
shelter to runaway and

.Covenant
ork in 1968 by Father Bruce Ritter to provide
abandoned children, involves over 300 :

volunteers a month as tutors, staffing, recreation prograns,

providing counseling and operating outreach programs.

There are also

Covenant Houses in Houston, Fort Lauderdale, New Orleans, and

Rochester. (Applause.)
Compeer Inc
based in Rochester, New
one-to-one relationship
120 communities.

REACH;
accepting. REACH -~ Re
Scotts: Bluff, Nebraska,
students who develop an
message to elementary s

.7 M. Norton Rosner accepting. Compeer Inc.,
York, matches training caring volunteers in
s with over 10,000 mental health clients in

(Appllause.)

David Shaff, Vice President of REACH Program

sponsible, Educated Adolescents Can Help =-- of
involves 30 junior and senior high school

d deliver a strong drug and alcohol abuse
chool students. (Applause.)

, The Califor
accepting. The Califor
involves over 330 volun
rehabilitating and retu
distressed marine mamma

The Clothin

Edward Shapiro accepting.

Homeless was developed
City Mayor's Voluntary
- over 1l.25 million items

ia Marine Mammal Center; Mary Jane Scramm
nia Marine Mammal Center, based in Sausalito,
teers out of a staff of 350 in rescuing,
&ning to their environment sick, injured, and
s. (Applause.)

Bank -- New Clothes for the Homeless;

The Clothing Bank -- New Clothes for the
in 1986 by the J.M. Kaplan Fund and New York
ction Center. The Clothing Bank has provided
of new clothing worth over $6 million to the
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"~ thanks for what you do to set this example in our great country.

But finally, we come to a man I'm pleased to honor now.
Twenty-two years ago, having moved to the East Village in New York to
help the urban poor, Father Ritter opened his door one night to see
six children, and they were asking for a place to stay. And
eventually, as you heard, Father Ritter founded Covenant House to
provide a shelter for abandoned and runaway children.

Today, his program involves over 1200 volunteers each
month, and it offers shelter to more than 25,000 children each year.
My friends, because of Covenant House, a child has escaped heroin
addiction; another no longer yearns for a decent meal; still another
views the world as a warm, not sullen place. And it is an American
success story almost without parallel.

Last year, a new award was created to honor the
individual or organization whose contribution to volunteerism is
greatest among those winning the Volunteer Action Awards.

And so I am pleased to announce Father Ritter as this
administration's first recipient of an award named for a great
President and our dear friend, the Ronald Reagan Award for Volunteer
Excellence. ' ‘

"And to Father Ritter and all of you, our warmest
congratulatlons. (Applause.)

Thank youvall very much for coming. (Applause.)

END 1:42 P.M. EDT



REMARKS: VOLUNTEER AWARDS
WASHINGTON, D.cC.
TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 1989
12:00 NOON

HoNoRED GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

Goop AFTERNOON, AND LET ME WELCOME YOU TO THE WHITE

House. AnD LET ME ALSO ADD THAT I HAVE A CONFESSION TO
MAKE .



-2 -
You KNOW, IT'S BEEN SAID == NOW, THIS WILL SHOCK
YOU --THAT SOMETIMES I HAVE A HARD TIME BEING
UNDERSTOOD. But I'LL ADMIT, IT’S TRUE. AND ALL I CAN '
SAY IS THAT I'M IN SOME DISTINGUISHED COMPANY.

AFTER ALL, IT wAS YOGI BERRA WHO, WHEN ASKED IF HE

HAD SEEN DOCTOR ZHIVAGO, ALLEGEDLY REPLIED, "No, I FEEL
FINE."

-3 -
AND DANNY 0zARK, BASEBALL'S MASTER OF THE MALAPROP,

ONCE OBSERVED OF HIS BALLPLAYERS, "CONTRARY TO POPULAR -

BELIEF, I'VE ALWAYS HAD A WONDERFUL REPERTOIRE WITH
THEM. "

SEE WHAT I MEAN? EVEN SILVER-TONGUED ORATORS OFTEN

HAVE THEIR MEANING BLURRED.

WELL, THIS MORNING, LET NO ONE BLUR OUR MESSAGE.

'LET IT RING LOUD AND CLEAR. AMERICA IS GREAT BECAUSE

- AMERICA IS GOOD.
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AnD AMERICA'S GREATEST DEEDS COME FROM THE BASIC

DECENCY AND COMPASSION OF HER PEOPLE ~-- EACH OF YOU
HERE TODAY. |

WE SEE THAT DECENCY AND COMPASSION.EVERYWHERE -=- IN
‘A CHILD-CARE CENTER, AT”THE ROTARY OR LITTLE LEAGUE, IN.
A SYNAGOGUE OR CHURCH. IT MEANS LENDING A HAND,
TENDING A WOUND, AND HELPING THE LESS FORTUNATE.

THIS IS VOLUNTEER WEEK, A TIME TO CELEBRATE THOSE
QUALITIES.

-5 -
AND IT IS MY HONOR TODAY TO PRESENT THE 1989 .
PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS. THESE AWARDS WERE
FIRST PRESENTED IN 1982. AND, SINCE THEN, 148
AMERICANS HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED AND HONORED.,

| I HAVE SAID THAT FROM Now ON, ANY DEFINITION OF A

SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE SERVING OTHERS. TODAY'S
AWARD- RECIPIENTS EMBODY THAT DEFINITION
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ELEVEN YEARS AGO, Rose TICHY [TISH EE] BEGAN
TUTORING ADULTS THROUGH A CHURCH ~SPONSORED LITERACY
PROGRAM IN MIDDLEBURG HEIGHTS OHIO. SHE LOVED HER ,
WORK, BUT THERE WEREN'T ENOUGH ADULT-LEVEL BOOKS TO FIT
"HER STUDENTS' NEEDS. $So ROSE GOT OUT HER PEN, AND
ENRICHED THE PRINTED PAGE. SINCE 1978, SHE'S WRITTEN

32 Books, AND EDITED THE MORE THAN 100 BookS DEVELOPED
BY HER WRITERS GROUP.

',' ;-
DowN 1N HunTsviLiLe, ALaBAMA, CHESSIE HARRIS ONCE
TOOK SEVERAL ABANDONED CHILDREN INTO HER TWO-BEDROOM
HOME. BUT WHEN THE WELFARE DEPARTMENT DEMANDED A
BOARDING LICENSE, THE HARRISES BUILT A HOUSE ON LAND
PURCHASED WITH MONEY FROM THE SALE OF A FAMILY FARM.
SINCE 1958, THAT SITE HAS BEEN A HOME FOR MORE THAN 800
CHILDREN -- OR ABOUT 10 FOR EACH OF CHESSIE’'S 82 YEARS
[PAUSE] . . . 800 cHILDREN? [PAUSE]

TYPICAL WEEKEND WITH MY GRANDKIDS IN KENNEBUNKPORT.

. . . SOUNDS LIKE A



TobAY, ALLISON STIEGLITZ [STEEG-LXTZ] 1S 15 YEARS
OLD. BUT SHE WAS ONLY 12 WHEN SHE ASKED HER PARENTS TO
USE THE MONEY THEY HAD PLANNED TO SPEND  ON HER BAT
[BOT] MrTzvAaH TO PROVIDE THANKSGIVING BASKETS FOR NEEDY
FAMILIES. THAT FIRST YEAR, SHE GAVE OUT 15 BASKETS: IN
1988, sSHE DONATED 75. AND IN MIAMI, ALLISON HAS BEGUN

A SUNDAY BREAKFAST AND BAG LUNCH PROGRAM IN TWO LOCAL
TEMPLES.

-9 -
Rose TrcHy, CHESSIE HARRIS, AND ALLISON STIEGLITZ,
AND THIS YEAR'S OTHER 15 PRESIDENT’'S AWARDS WINNERS,
WERE CHOSEN FROM NEARLY 1,500 NOMINATIONS. THEY -- You
—— KNOW THAT PROSPERITY WITHOUT PURPGSE MEANS NOTHING.
INSTEAD, YOU REVERE WHAT MATTERS: SIMPLE, FUNDAMENTAL

VALUES LIKE DECENCY, GOODNESS, SELF=-DISCIPLINE,
COMPASSION.
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As PResSIDENT, I WANT To PROMOTE THOSE BASIC

VALUES -- FOR THEY FORM THE HEART OF VOLUNTEERISM, AND
OF THESE PRESIDENT'S ANARDs THAT IS 'WHY WE HAVE
OPENED THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL SERVICE, WHICH IS LEADING
OUR ADMINISTRATION S NATIONAL SERVICE MOVEMENT.

THIS OFFICE WILL ENCOURAGE PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN ALL
LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT PRIVATE ENTERPRISE, AND VOLUNTARY - ¢

' ORGANIZATIONS IT WILL TAKE THINGS THAT WORK,‘ AND

CARRY THEM TO THE NATION.

- 11 -

AND IT WILL ENLIST NEW VOLUNTEERS IN COMMUNITY-BASED
EFFORTS TO COMBAT URGENT SOCIAL ILLS. AND TOWARD THAT
END, SOON I WILL ANNOUNCE OuR ADMINISTRATION s Y-E-S or
YES To AMERICA PROGRAM -- YOUTH ENTERING SERVICE. HERE,
AMERICAN YOUTH CAN GIVE OF, NOT TO, THEMSELVES. By

SAYING "YES" TO AMERICA, THEY CAN DEFINE A SUCCESSFUL
LIFE.

OF COURSE, THAT'S WHAT YOU'VE ALREADY DONE.
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YOU KNOW THAT VOLUNTEERISM NEVER ASKS, "WHAT can I po

FOR MYSELF?" IT Asks, "WHAT can I Do MYSELF FOR
OTHERS7" Yes, GOVERNMENT CAN AND SHOULD BE A CATALYST
OF CARING. ITS ROLE IS CRITICAL. BUT WE HAVE
SURPASSED -- FAR SURPASSED -- THE LIMITS OF WHAT
GOVERNMENT ALONE CAN DO.

- 13 -
VOLUNTEERISM SAYS THAT IT IS THE PRIVATE SECTOR WHICH
HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY -- THE UNDERSTANDING -- AND THE
RESOURCES -- TO CONFRONT ISSUES LIKE HUNGER, HEALTH
CARE, HOMELESSNESS, ILLITERACY, TEEN PREGNANCY, AND
DRUG ABUSE. OQUR CHALLENGE IS TO USE THAT UNDERSTANDING
AND THOSE RESOURCES TO MEET OUR RESPONSIBILITY. FOR WE
ARE A NATION, AND A FAMILY: HELPING, ENRICHING, AND
CARING FOR EACH OTHER. AND AS A FAMILY, WE ARE
COMMITTED TO A NATION-WIDE EFFORT.
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VOLUNTEéRISM SAYS THAT INDIVIDUALS =-- LIKE
COMMUNITIESI-- CAN JOIN HANDS, AND EXCHANGE TALENTS,
- FOR THE GOOD OF AMERICA; ONE PERSON CAN TUTOR AN
INNER-CITY STUDENT; THAT BOY OR GIRL CAN SOME DAY
.BECOME AN ENGINEER OR ARTIST. THE CHILD-TURNED-ADULT
WILL THEN BECOME A ROLE MODEL“TO OTHERS.

FELLOW VOLUNTEERS, EACH OF YOU HAS BEEN A ROLE

MODEL. YOU HAVE ENRICHED THE AMERICAN SPIRIT.

—— T e

- 15 -

AnDp IN THAT SPIRIT, LET ME CLOSE ON A PERSONAL NOTE
. . ABOUT A HERO, IF YOU WILL.

Lou GEHRIG wAs A HALL of FAME FIRST BASEMAN IN THE
1920s anp '30s. HE pravep N 2,130 STRAIGHT GAMES -- A
RECORD WHICH STILL STANDS. BUT MORE THAN THAT, HE was
A GOOD AND DECENT MAN ABOUT WHOM A TEAMMATE SAID,
"EVERY DAY, ANY DAY, HE JUST WENT OUT AND DID HIS JOB."

FIFTY YEARS AGO, Lou GEHRIG was STRICKEN BY A FORM OF
PARALYSIS WHICH TODAY BEARS HIS NAME.



[OR

- 16 -
EVEN SO, HE TOLD THE CROWD AT YANKEE STADIUM, "I

CONSIDER MYSELF THE LUCKIEST MAN ON THE FACE OF THE
EARTH."

THIS STORY HAS BECOME AN AMERICAN PARABLE. BUT LESS
KNOWN IS THAT AFTER HE LEFT THE YANKEES -- FOR MUCH OF

'THE LAST TWO YEARS OF HIS LIFE -- Lou GEHRIG SERVED HIS

FELLOW MAN. DYING, WEAKER BY THE DAY, HE COULD BARELY
MOVE HIS BODY. BUT AS A PAROLE COMMISSIONER FOR THE
CIty oF New YORK, HE COUNSELED AND INSPIRED KIDS.

- 17 -

THEY CALLED HWIM THE IRon HORSE, THE PRIDE OF THE

YANKEES. YEs, Lou GEHRIG WAS A HERO.

To SERVE OTHERS AND TO ENRICH YOUR COMMUNITY ~-
THIS, TRULY, DEFINES A SUCCESSFUL LIFE. FoR SUCCESS IS
PERSONAL, AND IT IS CHARITABLE -- THE SUM NOT OF OUR
POSSESSIONS, BUT OF HOW WE HELP QUR NEIGHBORS.

My FRIENDS, ON THAT SCORE, YOU'VE HIT A GRAND-SLAM

HOME RUN. CON‘GRATULATIONS TO EACH OF YOU, AND THANK
YOU FOR COMING TODAY.



- 18 -
MAY YOUR EXAMPLE INSPIRE AND UPLIFT OTHERS. GoD BLESS
YOU, AND GOD BLESS AMERICA. (PAUSE)

AND NOw, IT IS My DISTINCT PLEASURE TO PRESENT THE
1989 PRESIDENT S VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS. AND TO HELP
ME IS THE REAL VOLUNTEER IN THE BUsSH FamMILY,

BARBARA WON'T You JOIN ME IN PRESENTING THESE
AWARDS?

- 19 -
THERE ARE TWO OTHER SPECIAL PEOPLE I'D LIKE TO JOIN US,
WHO HAVE DEVOTED SO MUCH OF THEIR TIME AND TALENTS TO
HELPING OTHERS -- DoNNA ALvARADO, HEAD OF ACTION AND MY
'GOOD FRIEND GOVERNOR GEORGE RoMNEY. . . . [PRESENT
AWARDS TO 18 RECIPIENTSI].

To ALL oF vou, oN AMERICA'S BEHALF, OUR MOST HEART-
FELT THANKS
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FATHER RITTER AWARD

FINALLY, WE COME TO A MAN I'M PLEASED TO HONOR,

. NOW.

TWENTY- -TWO YEARS AGO, HAVING MOVED TO THE EAST

-VILLAGE IN NEw York To HELP THE URBAN POOR, FATHER

BrRucE RITTER OPENED HIS DOOR ONE NIGHT TO SEE SIX
CHILDREN.

- 21 -

THEY WERE AsSKING FOR A PLACE TO STAY. - EVENTUALLY,
FATHER RITTER FOUNDED CoveNANT House To PROVIDE A
SHELTER FOR ABANDONED AND RUNAWAY CHILDREN. TODAY, HIS
PROGRAM INVGLVES oVER 1200 VOLUNTEERS EACH MONTH. ARD
IT OFFERS SHELTER TO MORE THAN 25,000 CHILDREN EACH
YEAR.

My FrIENDS, BECAUSE OF COVENANT Houss A CHILD HAS

ESCAPED HEROIN ADDICTION. ANOTHER NO LONGER YEARNS FOR
A DECENT MEAL.
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"""" STILL ANOTHER VIEWS THE WORLD AS A WARM, NOT SULLEN,
PLACE. IT IS AN AMERICAN SUCCESS STORY ALMOST WITHOUT
PARALLEL. | | | |
LAST YEAR, A NEW AWARD WAS CREATED TO HONOR THE
INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION WHOSE CONTRIBUTION TO
VOLUNTEERISM IS GREATEST AMONG THOSE WINNING THE

PRESIDENT'S VOLUNTEER AcTION AWARDS.

| -.23 -

~ AND S0 I'M PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE FATHER RITTER As THIS
ADMINISTRATION S FIRST RECIPIENT OF AN AWARD NAMED FOR
A GREAT PRESIDENT AND MY GOOD FRIEND: THE RoNALD
REAGAN AwARD FOR VOLUNTEER EXCELLENCE [PAUSE]

‘To FATHER RITTER, AND ALL OF YOU, OUR WARMEST

~ CONGRATULATIONS. AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR COMING TODAY,
Gop BLESS YOU AND Gon BLESS AMERICA

# # # #
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" THE WHITE HOUSE
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT .
AT VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS CEREMONY

The East Room
1l:20 P.M. EDT

. THE PRESIDENT: Welcome, honored guests, ladies and
gentlemen. (Applause.) First, I'm pleased to see so many members of
our Cabinet present here today, members of the United States
Congress; Senator. And welcome to all of you, our most honored
guests.

Let me add that I have a slight confession to make. It's
been said -- and I know this will shock you -- that sometimes I don't
speak in very good English and that I have a hard time being
understood. I'll admit it; it's true. And all I can say is that I'm
in pretty good company, though. ©Look at Yogi Berra. (Laughter.)
When asked if he had seen "Dr. Zhivago," he said, "No, I feel fine."
(Laughter.)

And Danny Ozark, the baseball's master of the malaprop,
once observed of his ballplayers, "Contrary to popular belief, I've
always had a wonderful repert01re with them."

See what I mean? TIt's not just me. Everybody does it --
even these silver-tongued orators have the meaning blurred.

But today, this group here makes me realize the message
isn't blurred —-- certainly not the message that brings us together.
Let it ring loud and clear. America is great because America is
good. And America's greatest deeds come from the basic decency and
compassion of her people -- each of you here today.

And we see that decency and compassion everywhere -- in a
child care center, the Rotary, the Little League, synagogue or
church. It means lending a hand, tending a wound, and helping the
less fortunate.

And this is Volunteer Week, a time to célebrate those
qualities. And it's my honor today to present the 1989 President's
Volunteer Action Awards. These awards were first presented in 1982.
And since then, 148 Americans have been recognized and honored.

And I have said that from now on, any definition of a
" successful life must include serving others And today's award
lre01p1ents embody that definition. '
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commissioner for the City of New York, he counseled and inspired
kids. And they called him the Iron Horse, the Pride of the Yankees.
And he was a hero.

To serve others, to enrich your conmunity -- this truly
defines a successful life. For success is personal, and it is
charitable -- the sum not of our possessions, but of how we help our

neighbors.

My friends, on that score, you all have hit a grand-slam
home run. Congratulations to each of you, the - award-winners, and.
. thank you for coming today.. And may your example inspire and uplift
others.

And now, it is my distinct pleasure to present the 1980
awards. And to help me is another real volunteer -- certainly the
lead one in our family =-- Barbara Bush (Applause.)

~ And I'd like to ask Donna Alvarado, the head of ACTION,
and my dear friend, Mr. Volunteer himself, Governor George Romney to
come forward to help Barbara with these presentations. And then to
all of you, our most heartfelt thanks. (Applause.)

. THE FIRST LADY: The United Auto Workers, Local #31, of
Kansas City, Kansas. Bud Carroll, Local #31 president, accepting.
(Applause.) . The United Auto Workers, Local #31, of Kansas City,
Kansas, jOlned forces with General Motors, the city council and other
union locals to raise $100,000 and remodel its former union hall, into
a facility for the homeless. UAW members and retirees now volunteer
at the center. (Applause.)

Samuel and Nanette Evans. Samuel and Nanette Evans, of
Arlington, Virginia, formed the Northern Virginia’ Patriots,_ an
award-winning marching band whose 450 young members perform in
:colonial costumes at many nationally-known parades and events.
(Applause.)

Senior Master Sergeant Apolonio E. (Ed) Garcia, of Enid,
Oklahoma, tutors Spanish-speaking immigrants in English as a second
language and has assisted over 50 Hlspanlcs to get their temporary
resident papers. (Applause.)

Chessie Harris. Chessie Harris, of Huntsville, Alabanma,
founded Harris Home for Children in 1958, a facility which has
provided a home for over 800 abandoned children. She and Mr. Harris,
who died in 1988 at the age of 93, raised the bulldlng and operating
funds and managed the home. (Applause )

The Judeo Christian Health Clinic; Rhea Herowitz
accepting. The Judeo Christian Health Clinic, Tampa, Florida,
organized in 1972 by a Presbytarian church and now managed by a group
of local churches, involves over 400 volunteer physicians and other
. professionals in providing health care to low-income people who do
not qualify for public assistance. (Applause.)

The Great American First Savings Bank, You Miss
" School-You Miss Out Program -- James Schmidt, Vice Chairman
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Athanks’for what you do to set this example in our great -country.

s -

\

But finally, we come to a man I'm pleased to honor now.
Twenty-two years ago, having moved to the East Village in New York to
help the urban poor, Father Ritter opened his door one night to see
six children, and they .were asking for a place to stay. And
eventually, as you heard, Father Ritter founded Covenant House to -
provide a shelter for abandoned and runaway children.

Today, his program involves over 1200 volunteers each
month, and it offers shelter to more than 25,000 children each year.
My frlends, because of Covenant House, a Chlld has escaped heroin
addlctlon, another no longer yearns for a decent meal; still another:

¢ views the world as a warm, not sullen place., And it is an American

success story almost without parallel.
5 ~ : ) .
, Last year, a new award was created to honor the

individual or organization whose contribution to volunteerism is’

"greatest among those winning the Volunteer Action Awards.

v

And so I am pleased to announce Father Ritter as this

‘administration's first recipient of an award named for a great

President and our dear friend, the Ronald Reagan Award for Volunteer
Excellence.

"And: to Father Ritter and all of you, our warmest
congratulations. (Applause.)

Thank you all'very much for coming. (Applause.)

END “ 1:42 P.M. EDT



REMARKS: ' RITTER AWARD
WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 1989
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My-FRIENDS, IT IS MY DISTINCT PLEASURE TO NOW
PRESENT THE 1989 PReSIDENT'S VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS.
AND TO HELP ME IS THE REAL VOLUNTEER IN THE BUSH FAMILY
-- YES, ITs LeapInG LADY.
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BARBARA, WON'T YOU JOIN ME IN PRESENfiNé“?ﬁESE
AWARDS? ||

:KﬁbwTO ALL OF YOU, ON-AMERICA'S BEHALF, OUR

_MOST HEART-FELT THANKS & . [PRESENT AWARDS TO 18
RECIPIENTS] M COTE

z ) 1</ I
~—FINALLY, ¥ COME TO A MAN I'M PLEASED TO HONOR, NOW.
TWENTY-TWO YEARS AGO, HAVING MOVED TO THE EAST
VILLAGE IN NEw YORK TO HELP THE URBAN POOR, FATHER

BRUCE RITTER OPENED HIS DOOR ONE NIGHT TO SEE SIX
CHILDREN.

-3 -
THEY WERE ASKING FOR A PLACE TO STAY. EVENTUALLY,
FATHER RITTER FOUNDED COVENANT HOUSE TO PROVIDE A
SHELTER FOR ABANDONED AND RUNAWAY CWILDREN TopAaYy, HIS
PROGRAM INVOLVES OVER 300 VOLUNTEERS EACH MONTH. AND
IT OFFERS SHELTER TO MORE THAN 25,000 CHILDREN EACH
YEAR.

My FRIENDS, BECAUSE OF COVENANT HOUSE, A CHILD HAS

ESCAPED HEROIN ADDICTION. ANOTHER NO LONGER YEARNS FOR
A DECENT MEAL.
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STILL ANOTHER VIEws\THE WORLD AS A WARM, NOT SULLEN,
PLACE. IT IS AN AMERICAN SUCCESS STORY ALMOST WITHOUT
PARALLEL. | -

LAST YEAR, A NEW AWARD WAS CREATED TO HONOR'THE
INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION WHOSE CONTRIBUTION TO
' VOLUNTEERISM IS GREATEST AMONG THOSE WINNING THE
PRESIDENT'S VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS.

25 -
AND SO I'M PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE FATHER RITTER AS THIS
ADMINISTRATION'S FIRST RECIPIENT OF AN AWARD NAMED FOR
A GREAT PRESIDENT AND MY GOOD FRIEND: THE RONALD
REAGAN AWARD FOR VOLUNTEER ExceLLENCE [PAUSE].

To FATHER RITTER, AND ALL OF YOU, OUR wARMEsT
CONGRATULATIONS,. AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR COMING>TODAY,
~ Gop BLESS YOU, AND GOD BLESS AMERICA. o
# # # #
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REMARKS: VOLUNTEER AWARDS
WASHINGTON, D.C.
- TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 1989

———.

R =R NCEN
~ Honorep GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

Goob AFTERNOON, AND LET ME WELCOME YOU TO THE WHITE

House. AND LET ME ALSO ADD THAT I HAVE A CONFESSION TO
MAKE . | |

-2 -
You KNow, IT'S BEEN SAID =-- NOW, THIS WILL SHOCK
YOU --THAT SOMETIMES I HAVE A HARD TIME BEING
UNDERSTOOD. But I'LL ADMIT, IT'S TRUE. AND ALL I CAN
SAY IS THAT I'M IN somMmE DISTINGUISHED COMPANY.
AFTER ALL, IT was Yogr BERRA WHO, WHEN ASKED IF HE

HAD SEEN DocTor ZHIVAGO, ALLEGEDLY REPLIED, "No, I FEEL
FINE."
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AND DANNY 0zARK, BASEBALL'S MASTER OF THE MALAPROP;‘
ONCE OBSERVED OF HIS BALLPLAYERS, “CONTRARY TO POPULAR
BELIEF, I'VE ALWAYS HAD A WONDERFUL REPERTOIRE WITH

'THEM."

SEE WHAT I MEAN? EVEN SILVER- TONGUED ORATORS OFTEN'

- HAVE THEIR MEANING BLURRED.

WELL THIS MORNING, 'LET NO ONE BLUR OUR MESSAGE

LET 1T RING LOUD AND CLEAR. AMERICA IS GREAT BECAUSE
AMERICA IS GooD.

-4 -

AND AMERICA'S GREATEST DEEDS COME FROM THE BASIC

DECENCY AND COMPASSION OF HER PEOPLE -- EACH OF YOU |

HERE TODAY.

WE'SEE THAT DECENCY AND COMPASSION EVERYWHERE =-- IN
A CHILD-CARE CENTER, AT THE ROTARY OR LITTLE LEAGUE,.IN
A SYNAGOGUE OR CHURCH. IT MEANS LENIING A HAND,

fTENDING A NOUND AND HELPING THE LESS FORTUNATE

THIS IS VOLUNTEER WEEK A TIME TO CELEBRATE THOSE
QUALITIES.
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AND IT IS MY HONGR TODAY TO PRESENT THE 1989
PRESIDENT'S VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS. THESE AWARDS WERE
FIRST PRESENTED IN 1982. AnD, SINCE THEN, 148
AMERICANS HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED AND HONORED,

I HAVE SAID THAT FROM NOW ON, ANY DEFINITION OF A
SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE SERVING OTHERS. TODAY'S
‘AWARD=RECIPIENTS EMBODY THAT DEFINITION.

-6 -

ELEVEN YEARS AGo, Rose Ticuy [TISH-£E] BEGAN
TUTORING ADULTS THROUGH A CHURCH-SPONSCRED LITERACY
PROGRAM iN MIooLEBURG HEIGHTS, OHIO. SHE LOVED HER
WORK, BUT THERE WEREN'T ENOUGH ADULT-LEVEL BOOKS TO FIT
HER STUDENTS® NEEDS. S0 ROSE GOT OUT HER PEN, AND .
ENRICHED THE PRINTED PAGE. SINCE 1978, SHE’S WRITTEN

32 BOOKS, AND EDITED THE MORE - THAN 100 BOOKS DEVELOPED
BY HER WRITERS GROUP.
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DowN IN HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, CHESSTIE HARRIS ONCE

TOOK SEVERAL ABANDONED CHILDREN INTQ HER TWO-BEDROGM
HOME. BUT WHEN THE WELFARE DEPARTMENT DEMANDED A
BOARDING LICENSE, THE HARRISES BUILT A HOUSE ON LAND
PURCHASED WITH MONEY FROM THE SALE OF A FAMILY FARM.
SINCE 1958, THAT SITE HAS BEEN A HOME FOR MORE THAN 800
CHILDREN -- OR ABOUT 10 FOR EACH OF CHESSIE'S 82 YEARS
[PAUSE] . . . 800 cHILDREN? [PAUSE] . . . SOUNDS LIKE A
TYPICAL WEEKEND WITH MY GRANDKIDS IN KENNEBUNKPORT.

-8 - |
TobAy, ALLison STiEGLITZz [STEEG-LITz] IS 15 YEARS
OLD.  BUT SHE WAS ONLY 12 WHEN SHE ASKED HER PARENTS TO
USE THE MONEY THEY HAD PLANNED TO SPEND ON HER BAT
[BOT] MITzvAH TO PROVIDE THANKSGIVING BASKETS FOR NEEDY
FAMILIES. THAT FIRST YEAR, SHE GAVE ouT 15 BASKETS; IN
1988, sHE DONATED 75. AND IN MIAMI, ALLISON HAS BEGUN

A SUNDAY BREAKFAST AND BAG LUNCH PROGRAM IN TWO LOCAL
TEMPLES.
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RosE TicHy, CHESSIE HARRIS, AND ALLISON STIEGLITZ,
AND THIS YEAR'S OTHER 15 PRESIDENT'S AWARDS WINNERS,
WERE CHOSEN FROM NEARLY 1,500 NOMINATIONS. THEY -- YOU
== KNOW THAT PROSPERITY WITHOUT PURPOSE MEANS NOTHING.
INSTEAD, YOU REVERE WHAT MATTERS: SIMPLE, FUNDAMENTAL

VALUES LIKE DECENCY, GOODNESS, SELF-DISCIPLINE,
COMPASSION.

- 10 -

As PRESIDENT, I WANT TO PROMOTE THOSE BASIC

'VALUES =-- FOR THEY FORM THE HEART OF VOLUNTEERISM; AND

OF THESE PRESIDENT'S AWARDS. THAT IS WHY WE HAVE
OPENED THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL SERVICE, WHICH IS LEADING
OUR ADMINISTRATION'S NATIONAL SERVICE MOVEMENT.

THIs OFFICE.WILL ENCOURAGE PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN ALL
LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT, PRIVATE ENTERPRISE, AND VOLUNTARY

ORGANIZATIONS. IT WILL TAKE THINGS THAT WORK, AND
CARRY THEM TO THE NATION.
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AND IT WILL ENLIST NEW VOLUNTEERS IN COMMUNITY-BASED
EFFORTS TO COMBAT URGENT SOCIAL ILLS. AND TOWARD THAT
END, SOON I WILL ANNOUNCE OUR ADMINISTRATION'S Y-E-S OR
YES To AMERICA PRdGRAM_¥¥ YouTH ENTERING SERVICE. HERE,
AMERICAN YOUTH CAN GIVE OF, NOT TO, THEMSELVES. BY
SAYING "YES" TO AMERICA, THEY CAN DEFINE A SUCCESSFUL
LIFE. |

OF COURSE, THAT'S WHAT YOU'VE ALREADY DONE.

- 12 - _
You KNOW THAT VOLUNTEERISM NEVER ASKS, "WHAT can I Do
FOR MYSELF?" IT AskS, "WHAT caNn I Do MYSELF FOR
OTHERS?" YES, GOVERNMENT CAN AND SHOULD BE A CATALYST
OF CARING. ITS ROLE IS CRITICAL. BUT WE HAVE

SURPASSED ~-- FAR SURPASSED =-- THE LIMITS OF WHAT
GOVERNMENT ALONE CAN DO.
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VOLUNTEERISM SAYS THAT IT IS THE PRIVATE SECTOR WHICH
HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY ~- THE UNDERSTANDING -- AND THE
RESOURCES -- TO CONFRONT ISSUES LIKE HUNGER, HEALTH
CARE, HOMELESSNESS, ILLITERACY, TEEN PREGNANCY, AND
DRUG ABUSE. OUR CHALLENGE IS TO USE THAT UNDERSTANDING

'AND THOSE RESOURCES TO MEET OUR RESPONSIBILITY. FOR WE -

ARE A NATION, AND A FAMILY: HELPING, ENRICHING, AND
CARING FOR EACH OTHER. AND AS A FAMILY, WE ARE

COMMITTED TO A NATION-WIDE EFFORT.

- 14 -
VOLUNTEERISM SAYS THAT INDIVIDUALS =- LIKE
COMMUNITIES -- CAN JOIN HANDS, AND EXCHANGE TALENTS,

" FOR THE GOOD OF AMERICA. ONE PERSON CAN TUTOR AN

INNER-CITY STUDENT; THAT BOY OR GIRL CAN SOME DAY
BECOME AN ENGINEER OR ARTIST. THE CHILD=TURNED—ADUﬂTi~
WILL THEN BECOME A ROLE MODEL TO OTHERS.

FELLOW VOLUNTEERS, EACH OF YOU HAS BEEN A ROLE

- MODEL. You HAVE ENRICHED THE AMERICAN SPIRIT
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AND IN THAT SPIRIT, LET ME CLOSE ON A PERSONAL NOTE .
. . ABOUT A HERC, IF YOU WILL.

Lou GEHRIG WAS A HALL oF FAME FIRST BASEMAN IN THE
1920s anp '30s. He pLAYED IN 2,130 STRAIGHT GAMES -~ A
RECORD WHICH STILL STANDS. BUT MORE THAN THAT, HE WAS
A GOOD AND DECENT MAN ABOUT WHOM A TEAMMATE SAID,

"EVERY DAY, ANY DAY, HE JUST WENT OUT AND DID HIS JOB."

"FIFTY YEARS AGO, Lou GEHRIG WAS STRICKEN BY A FORM OF

PARALYSIS WHICH TODAY BEARS HIS NAME.

\ - 16 -
EVEN SO, HE TOLD THE CROWD AT YANKEE Stapium, "I
CONSIDER MYSELF THE LUCKIEST MAN ON THE FACE OF THE
EARTH."

THIS STORY HAS BECOME AN AMERICAN PARABLE. BUT LESS
KNOWN IS THAT AFTER HE LEFT THE YANKEES -- FOR MUCH OF
THE LAST TWO YEARS OF HIS LIFE -- LoU GEHRIG SERVED HIS
FELLOW MAN. DYING, WEAKER BY THE DAY, HE COULD BARELY
MOVE HIS BODY. BUT AS A PAROLE COMMISSIONER FOR THE

CzTty oF NEW YORK, HE COUNSELED AND INSPIRED KIDS.
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THEY cALLED HIM THE IRON HORSE, THE PRIDE OF THE
YANKEES. YES, Lou GEHRIG WAS A HERO.

To SERVE OTHERS AND TO ENRICH YOUR COMMUNITY --
THIS, TRULY, DEFINES A SUCCESSFUL LIFE. FOR SUCCESS IS
PERSONAL, AND IT IS CHARITABLE -- THE SUM NOT OF OUR
POSSESSIONS, BUT OF HOW WE HELP OUR NEIGHBORS.

MY FRIENDS, ON THAT SCORE, YOU'VE HIT A GRAND-SLAM
HOME RUN. CONGRATULATIONS TO EACH OF YOU, AND THANK
YOU FOR COMING TODAY.

- 18 -
MAY YOUR EXAMPLE INSPIRE AND UPLIFT OTHERS. GOD BLESS

YOU, AND GOD BLESS AMERICA. | [ @cc=e
# # # #
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Honored guests, ladies and gentlemen.

Good afternoon, and let me welcome you to the White House.

And let me also add that I have a confession to make.

You know, it's been said -- now, this will shock you --that
sometimes I have a hard time being understood. But I'll admit,

it's true. And all I can say is that I'm in some distinguished

company.

After all, it was Yogi Berra who, when asked if he had seen

Doctor Zhivago, ailegedly replied, "No, I feel fine." And Danny

Ozark, baseball's master of the malaprop, once observed of his
ballplayers, "Contrary to popular belief, I've always had a

wonderful repertoire with them."

See what I mean? Even silver-tongued orators often have

their meaning blurred.



Well, this morning, let no one blur our message. Let it
ring loud and clear. America is.great because America is good.
And America's greatest deeds come from the basic decency and

compassion of her‘pebple == each of you here today.

We see that decency and compassion everywhere -- in a child-
care center, at the Rotary or Little Leaque, in a synagogue oOr
church. It means lending a hand, tending a wound, and helping

the less fortunate.

This is Volunteer Week, a time to celebrate those qualities.
And it is my honor today to present the 1989 President's
Volunteer Action Awards. These awards were first presented in
1982. And, since then, 148 Americans have been recognized and

honored.

I have said that from now on, any definition of a successful
life must include serving others. Today's award-recipients

embody that definition.

Eleven years ago, Rose Tichy [TISH-ee] began tutoring adults
through a church-sponsored literacy program in Middleburg
Heights, Ohio. She loved her work, but there weren't enough
adult-level books to fit her students' needs. So Rose got out
her pen, and enriched the printed page. Since 1978, she's
written 32 books, and edited the more than 100 books developed by

her writers group.



Down in Huntsville, Alabama, Chessie Harris once took
several abandoned children into her two-bedroom home. But when
the Welfare Department demanded a boarding license, the Harrises
built a house on land purchased with money from the sale of a
family farm. Since 1958, that site has been a home for more than
800 children -- or about 10 for each of Chessie's 82 years
[PAUSE] . . . 800 children? [ﬁAUSE] . . . sounds like a typical

weekend with my grandkids in Kennebunkport.

Today, Allison Stieglitz [STEEG-litz] is 15 years old. But
she was only 12 when she asked her parents to use the money they
had planned to spend on her Bat [BOT] Mitzvah to provide
Thanksgiving baskets for needy families. That first year, she
gave out 15 baskets; in 1988, she donated 75. And in Miami,
Allison has begun a Sunday breakfast and bag lunch program in two

local temples.

Rose Tichey, Chessie Harris, and Allison Stieglitz, and this
year's other 15 President's Awards winners,-were chosen from
nearly 1,500 nominations. They -- you -- know that prosperity
without purpose meaﬁs nothing. Instead, you revere what
matters: simple, fundamental values like decency, goodness,

self-discipline, compassion.

As President, I want to promote those basic values -- for

they form the heart of volunteerism, andAof these President's



Awards. That is why we have opened the Office of National
Service, which is leading our Administration's national service

movement,

This Office will encourage partnerships between all levels
of government, private enterprise, and voluntary organizations.
It will take things that work, and carry them to the Nation. And
it will enlist new volunteers in community-based efforts to
combat urgent social ills. And toward that end, soon I will
announce our Administration's Y-E-S or YES to America Program --
Youth Entering Service. Here, American youth can give of, not to,
themselves. By saying "Yes" to America, they can define a

successful life.

Of course, that's what you've already done. You. know that
volunteerism never asks, "What can I do for myself?" It asks,
"What can I do myself for others?" Yes, government can and
should be a catalyst of caring. Its role is critical. But we
have surpassed -- far surpassed -- the limits of what government

alone can do.

Volunteerism says that it is the private sector which has
the responsibility -- the understanding -- and the resources =--
to confront issues like hunger, health care, homelessness,
illiteracy, teen pregnancy, and drug abuse. Our challenge is to
use that understanding and those resources to meet our

responsibility. For we are a nation, and a family: helping,



enriching, and caring for each other. And as a family, we are

committed to a nation-wide effort.

Volunteerism says that individuals -- like communities -~
can join hands, and exchange talents, for the good of America.
One person can tutor an inner-city student; that boy or girl can
some day become an engineer or artist. The éhild—turned-adult

will then become a role model to others.

Fellow volunteers, each of you has been a role model. You
have enriched the American Spirit. And in that spirit, let me

close on a personal note . . . about a hero, if you will.

Lou Gehrig was a Hall of Fame first baseman in the 1920s and
'30s. He played in 2,130 straight games -- a record which still
stands. But more than that, he was a good and decent man about
whom a teammate said, "Every day, any day, he just went out and
did his job." Fifty years ago, Lou Gehrig was stricken by a form
of paralysis which today bears his name. Even so, he told the
crowd at Yankee Stadium, "I consider myself the luckiest man on

the face of the earth."

This story has become an American parable. But less known is
that after he left the Yankees —-- for much of the last two years
of his life -- Lou Gehrig served his fellow man. Dying, weaker
by the day, he could barely move his body. But as a parole

commissioner for the City of New York, he counseled and inspired



kids. They called him the Iron Horse, the Pride of the Yankees.

Yes, Lou Gehrig was a hero.

To serve others and to enrich your community =-- this, truly,
defines a successful life. For success is personal, and it is
charitable -- the sum not of our possessions, but of how we help

our neighbors.

My friends, on that score, you've hit a grand-slam home
run. Congratulations to each of you, and thank you for coming
today. May your example inspire and uplift others. God bless

you, and God bless America.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: VOLUNTEER AWARDS
WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 1989

Honored guests, ladies and gentlemen.

Good afternoon, and let me welcome you to the White House.

And let me also add that I have a confession to make.

You know, it's been said -- now, this will shock you --that
sometimes I have a hard time being understood. But I'll admit,

it's true. And all I can say is that I'm in some distinguished

company.

After all, it was Yogi Berra who, when asked, "Are you a
fatalist?" allegedly replied, "No, I never collected postage
stamps." And Danny Ozark, baseball's master of the malaprop,
once observed of his ballplayers, "Contrary to popular belief,

I've always had a wonderful repertoire with them."

See what I mean? Even silver-tongued orators often have

their meaning blurred.



Well, this morning, let no one blur our message. Let it
ring loud and clear. America is great because America is good.
And America's greatest deeds come from the basic decency and

{
compassion of her people -- each of you here today.

We see that decency and compassion everywhere -- in a child-
care center, at the Rotary or Little League, in a synagogue or
church. It means lending a hand, tending a wound, and helping

the less fortunate.

This is Volunteer Week, a time to celebrate those qualities.
And it is my honor today to present the 1989 President's
.Volunteer Action Awards. These awards were first presented in
1982. And, since then, 148 Americans have been recognized and

honored.

I have said that from now on, any definition of a successful
life must include serving others. Today's award-recipients

embody that definition.

Eleven years ago, Rose Tichy began tutoring adults through a
church-sponsored literacy program in Middleburg Heights, Ohio.
She loved her work, but there weren't enough adult-level books to

fit her students' needs. So Rose got out her pen, and enriched
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the printed page. Since 1978, she's written 32 books, and edited

the more than 100 books developed by her writers group.

Down in Huntsville, Alabama, Chessie Harris once took
several abandoned children into her two-bedroom home. But when
the Welfare Department demanded a boarding license, the Harrises
built a house on land purchased with money from the sale of a
family farm. Since 1958, that site has been a home for more than
800 children -- or about 10 for each of Chessie's 82 years
[PAUSE] . . . 800 children? [PAUSE] . . . sounds like a typical

weekend with my grandkids in Kennebunkport.

Today, Allison Stieglitz is 15 years old. But she was only
12 when she asked her parents to use the money they had planned
to spend on her Bat [BOT] Mitzvah to provide Thanksgiving baskets
for needy families. That first year, she gave out 15 baskets; in
1988, she donated 75. And in Miami, Allison has begun a Sunday

breakfast and bag lunch program in two local temples.

Rose Tichey, Chessie Harris, and Allison Stieglitz, and this
year's other 15 President's Awards winners, were chosen from
nearly 1,500 nominations. They =-- you -- know that prosperity
without purpose means nothing. Instead, you revere what
matters: simple, fundamental values like decency, goodness,

self-discipline, compassion.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
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HONORED GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.
GOOD AFTERNOON, AND LET ME WELCOME YOU TO THE WHITE

House. AND LET ME ALSO ADD THAT I HAVE A CONFESSION TO

MAKE.
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YOU KNOW, IT'S BEEN SAID -- NOW, THIS WILL SHOCK
YOU --THAT SOMETIMES I HAVE A HARD TIME BEING
UNDERSTOOD. BuT I‘LL ADMIT, IT'S TRUE. AND ALL I cAW
SAY IS THAT I'M IN SOME DISTINGUISHED COMPANY.

AFTER ALL, IT wAS YOGI BERRA WHG, WHEN ASKED IF HE

HAD SEEN DOCTOR ZHIVAGO, ALLEGEDLY REPLIED, "No, I FEEL
FINE."
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AND DANNY 0zARK, BASEBALL'S MASTER OF THE MALAPROP,
ONCE OBSERVED OF HIS BALLPLAYERS, "CONTRARY TO POPULAR
BELIEF, I'VE ALWAYS HAD A WONDERFUL REPERTOIRE WITH
THEM. "

SEE WHAT I MEAN? EVEN SILVER-TONGUED ORATORS OFTEN

HAVE THEIR MEANING BLURRED.

WELL, THIS MORNING, LET NO ONE BLUR OUR MESSAGE.

LET IT RING LOUD AND CLEAR. AMERICA IS GREAT BECAUSE
AMERICA IS GOOD.
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AND AMERICA’S GREATEST DEEDS COME FROM THE BASIC
DECENCY AND COMPASSION OF HER PEGPLE -- EACH OF YOU
HERE TODAY.

WE SEE THAT DECENCY AND COMPASSION EVERYWHERE == IN
- A CHILD-CARE CENTER, AT THE ROTARY OR LITTLE LEAGUE, IN
A SYNAGOGUE OR CHURCH. IT MEANS LENDING A HAND,
TENDING A WOUND, AND HELPING THE LESS FORTUNATE.

THIS IS VOLUNTEER WEEK, A TIME TO CELEBRATE THOSE
QUALITIES.
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AND IT IS MY HONGR TODAY TO PRESENT THE 1989
PRESIDENT’'S VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS. THESE AWARDS WERE
FIRST PRESENTED IN 1982. AN, SINCE THEN, 148
. AMERICANS HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED AND HONORED.

I HAVE SAID THAT FROM NOW ON, ANY DEFINITION OF A
SUCCESSFUL LIFE MUST INCLUDE SERVING OTHERS. TODAY'S
AWARD-RECIPIENTS EMBODY THAT DEFINITION.
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ELEVEN YEARS AGO, Rose TicHy [TISH-eel BEGAN
TUTORING ADULTS THROUGH A CHURCH-SPONSORED LITERACY
PROGRAM IN MIDDLEBURG HEIGHTS, OHIO. SHE LOVED HER
WORK, BUT THERE WEREN'T ENOUGH ADULT-LEVEL BOOKS TO FIT
HER STUDENTS' NEEDS. S0 ROSE GOT OUT HER PEN, AND
ENRICHED THE PRINTED PAGE. SINCE 1978, SHE'S WRITTEN

32 BOOKS, AND EDITED THE MORE THAN 100 BOOKS DEVELOPED
BY HER WRITERS GROUP.
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DowN IN HunTsviLLE, ALABAMA, CHESSIE HARRIS ONCE
TOOK SEVERAL ABANDONED CHILDREN INTO HER TWO-BEDROOM
HOME. BuT WHEN THE WELFARE DEPARTMENT DEMANDED A
BOARDING LICENSE, THE HARRISES BUILT A HOUSE ON LAND
PURCHASED WITH MONEY FROM THE SALE OF A FAMILY FARM.
SINCE 1958, THAT SITE HAS BEEN A HOME FOR MORE THAN 800
CHILDREN -- OR ABOUT 10 FOR EACH OF CHESSIE'S 82 YEARS
[PAUSE] . . . 800 cHiLpbren? [PAUSE] . . . SOUNDS LIKE A

TYPICAL WEEKEND WITH MY GRANDKIDS IN KENNEBUNKPORT.
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TopAy, ALLISON STIEGLITZ [STEEG-LITZ] IS 15 YEARS

OLD. BUT SHE WAS ONLY 12 WHEN SHE ASKED HER PARENTS TO
USE THE MONEY THEY HAD PLANNED TO SPEND ON HER BAT
[BOT] MiTzvAH TO PROVIDE THANKSGIVING BASKETS FOR NEEDY
FAMILIES. THAT FIRST YEAR, SHE GAVE OUT 15 BASKETS; IN
1988, SHE DONATED 75. AND IN MiaMI, ALLISON HAS BEGUN
A SUNDAY BREAKFAST AND BAG LUNCH PROGRAM IN TWO LOCAL

TEMPLES.
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Rose TicHY, CHESSIE HARRIS, AND ALLISON STIEGLITZ,

AND THIS YEAR'S OTHER 15 PRESIDENT’S AWARDS WINNERS,

WERE CHOSEN FROM NEARLY 1,500 NOMINATIONS. THEY -- YOU

-- KNOW THAT PROSPERITY WITHOUT PURPOSE MEANS NOTHING.

- INSTEAD, .YOU REVERE WHAT MATTERS: SIMPLE, FUNDAMENTAL

VALUES LIKE DECENCY, GOODNESS, SELF=DISCIPLINE,
COMPASSION.

-~
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As PRESIDENT, I WANT TO PROMOTE THOSE BASIC
VALUES -- FOR THEY FORM THE HEART OF VOLUNTEERISM, AND
OF THESE PRESIDENT'S AwWARDS. THAT IS WHY WE HAVE
OPENED THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL SERVICE, WHICH IS LEADING
OUR ADMINISTRATION’'S NATIONAL SERVICE MOVEMENT.

THIS OFFICE WILL ENCOURAGE PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN ALL
LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT, PRIVATE ENTERPRISE, AND VOLUNTARY
ORGANIZATIONS. IT WILL TAKE THINGS THAT WORK, AND
CARRY THEM TO THE NATION.
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AND IT WILL ENLIST NEW VOLUNTEERS IN COMMUNITY-BASED
EFFORTS TO COMBAT URGENT SOCIAL ILLS. AND TOWARD THAT
END, SOON I WILL ANNOUNCE OUR ADMINISTRATION'S Y-E-S or
YES 10 AMERICA PROGRAM -- YOUTH ENTERING SERVICE. HERE,
AMERICAN YOUTH CAN GIVE OF, NOT TO, THEMSELVES. By

SAYING "YES" TO AMERICA, THEY CAN DEFINE A SUCCESSFUL
LIFE.

OF COURSE, THAT'S WHAT YOU'VE ALREADY DONE.
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You KNOW THAT VOLUNTEERISM NEVER ASKS, "WHAT can I Do
FOR MYSELF?" IT Asks, "WHAT caNn I DO MYSELF FOR
OTHERS?" VYES, GOVERNMENT CAN AND SHOULD BE A CATALYST
OF CARING. ITS ROLE IS CRITICAL. BUT WE HAVE
SURPASSED =-- FAR SURPASSED -- THE LIMITS OF WHAT
GOVERNMENT ALONE CAN DO.
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VOLUNTEERISM SAYS THAT IT IS THE PRIVATE SECTOR WHICH
HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY =-- THE UNDERSTANDING -- AND THE
RESOURCES -- TO CONFRONT ISSUES LIKE HUNGER, HEALTH
CARE, HOMELESSNESS, ILLITERACY, TEEN PREGNANCY, AND
DRUG ABUSE. OQUR CHALLENGE IS TO USE THAT UNDERSTANDING
AND THOSE RESOURCES TO MEET OUR RESPONSIBILITY. FOR WE
ARE A NATION, AND A FAMILY: HELPING, ENRICHING, AND
CARING FOR EACH OTHER. AND AS A FAMILY, WE ARE

COMMITTED TO A NATION-WIDE EFFORT.
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VOLUNTEERISM SAYS THAT INDIVIDUALS -- LIKE
COMMUNITIES == CAN JOIN HANDS, AND EXCHANGE TALENTS,
- FOR THE GOOD OF AMERICA. ONE PERSON CAN TUTOR AN
INNER=CITY STUDENT; THAT BOY OR GIRL CAN SOME DAY
BECOME AN ENGINEER OR ARTIST. THE CHILD=TURNED-ADULT
WILL THEN BECOME A ROLE MODEL TO OTHERS.

.FELLOW VOLUNTEERS, EACH OF YOU HAS BEEN A ROLE
MODEL. YOU HAVE ENRICHED THE AMERICAN SPIRIT.
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AND IN THAT SPIRIT, LET ME CLOSE ON A PERSONAL NOTE .
. . ABOUT A HERO, IF YOU WILL.

Lou GEHRIG WAS A HALL OF FAME FIRST BASEMAN IN THE
1920s Anp ‘30s. HEe pPLAYED IN 2,130 STRAIGHT GAMES -- A
RECORD WHICH STILL STANDS. BUT MORE THAN THAT, HE WAS
A GOOD AND DECENT MAN ABOUT WHOM A TEAMMATE SAID,
"EVERY DAY, ANY DAY, HE JUST WENT OUT AND DID HIS JOB."
FIFTY YEARS AGO, Lou GEHRIG WAS STRICKEN BY A FORM OF

PARALYSIS WHICH TODAY BEARS HIS NAME.
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EVEN S0, HE TOLD THE CROWD AT YANKEE STADIUM, "I
CONSIDER MYSELF THE LUCKIEST MAN ON THE FACE OF THE
EARTH." | |

THIS STORY HAS BECOME AN AMERICAN PARABLE. BUT LESS
KNOWN IS THAT AFTER HE LEFT THE YANKEES -~ FOR MUCH OF .
THE LAST TWO YEARS OF HIS LIFE -- Lou GEHRIG SERVED HIS
FELLOW MAN. DYING, WEAKER BY THE DAY, HE COULD BARELY
MOVE HIS BODY. BUT AS A PAROLE COMMISSIONER FOR THE
- CxTy oF NEw YORK, HE COUNSELED AND INSPIRED KIDS.
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THEY CALLED HIM THE IRON HORSE, THE PRIDE OF THE
YANKEES. YES, Lou GEHRIG WAS A HERO.

TO SERVE OTHERS AND TO ENRICH YOUR COMMUNITY --
THIS, TRULY, DEFINES A SUCCESSFUL LIFE. FOR SUCCESS IS
PERSONAL, AND IT IS CHARITABLE =-- THE SUM NOT OF OUR
POSSESSIONS, BUT OF HOW WE HELP OUR NEIGHBORS.

MY FRIENDS, ON THAT SCORE, YOU'VE HIT A GRAND-SLAM
HOME RUN. CONGRATULATIONS TO EACH OF YOU, AND THANK
YOU FOR COMING TODAY.
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MAY YOUR EXAMPLE INSPIRE AND UPLIFT OTHERS. GOD BLESS
YOou, AND Gop BLESS AMERICA. (PAUSE)

AND NOW, IT IS MY DISTINCT PLEASURE TO PRESENT THE
1989 PRESIDENT'S VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS. AND TO HELP
ME IS THE REAL VOLUNTEER IN THE BuUSH FAMILY.

BARBARA, WON'T YOU JOIN ME IN PRESENTING THESE
AWARDS?
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THERE ARE TWC OTHER SPECIAL PEOPLE I’'D LIKE TG JOIN US,
WHO HAVE DEVOTED SO MUCH OF THEIR TIME AND TALENTS TO
HELPING OTHERS =-- DONNA ALVARADO, HEAD OF ACTION AND MY
GOOD FRIEND GOVERNOR GEORGE ROMNEY. . . .[PRESENT
AWARDS TO 18 RECIPIENTS]. . .

- To ALL OF YOU, ON AMERICA'S BEHALF, OUR MOST HEART-
FELT THANKS . . . -
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FATHER RITTER AWARD

FINALLY, WE COME TO A MAN I'M PLEASED TO HONOR,
NoW.

TWENTY-TWO YEARS AGO, HAVING MOVED TO THE EAST
VILLAGE IN NEw YORK TO HELP THE URBAN POOR, FATHER

BRUCE RITTER OPENED HIS DOOR ONE NIGHT TO SEE SIX
CHILDREN.
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THEY WERE ASKING FOR A PLACE TO STAY. EVENTUALLY,
FATHER RITTER FOUNDED COVENA”T House To PROVIDE A
SHELTER FOR ABANDONED AND RUNAWAY CHILDREN. TODAY, HIS
PROGRAM INVOGLVES OVER 1200 VOLUNTEERS EACH MONTH. AND
- IT OFFERS SHELTER TO MORE THAN 25,000 CHILDREN EACH
YEAR. | | |

My FRIENDS, BECAUSE OF COVENANT House, A CHILD HAS
ESCAPED HEROIN ADbICTIONe ANOTHER NO LONGER YEARNS FOR
A DECENT MEAL.
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STILL ANOTHER VIEWS THE WORLD AS A WARM, NOT SULLEN,
PLACE. IT IS AN AMERICAN SUCCESS STORY ALMOST WITHOUT
PARALLEL. |

LAST YEAR, A NEW AWARD WAS CREATED TO HONOR THE
INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION WHOSE CONTRIBUTION TO
VOLUNTEERISM IS GREATEST AMONG THOSE WINNING THE
PRESIDENT'S VOLUNTEER ACTION AWARDS.
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AND SO I'M PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE FATHER RITTER AS THIS
ADMINISTRATION’'S FIRST RECIPIENT OF AN AWARD NAMED FOR
A GREAT PRESIDENT AND MY GOOD FRIEND: THE RONALD
REAGAN AwARD FOR VOLUNTE;R ExceLLENCE [PAUSE].

To FATHER RITTER, AND ALL OF YOU, OUR WARMEST
CONGRATULATIONS. AGAIN, THANK YOU #og COMING TODAY,
Gob BLESS YOU, AND GOD BLESS AMERICA.
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