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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

3/24/89

Memorandum to Chriss Winston
From: Jim Pinkerté}?

Re: Close-Up draft

Two quick comments:

First, it ought to include a recitation
of our four principles: choice, excellence,
accountability, and help for those that need
it most.

Second, it ought to mention the YES
program.

cc:s Roger Porter
Bill Roper
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March 28, 1989
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[CLOSEUP.DOC]
PRESIDENTIAL, REMARKS: THE CLOSE-UP PROGRAM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
EAST ROOM
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989
2:15 P.M.
[ Welcome to Washington! Where famous personalities wander
through the corridors of power. Like our dog Millie. Now that
she’s got an entourage, everybody knows her. Some people think
she runs the place. But she stays behind the scenes. Millie’s

no media hound. Won’t even give you a sound bite. 1]

You know, by being here in Washington, you’re gaining an

understanding of something that really matters: good government.

That’s exciting -- and important. Because understanding
your government makes you a part of the process, a part of

government. It involves you in the solutions we seek.

Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this
continent. It began with a simple but profound idea: that power’

should reside with people.

That idea -- the fundamental principle of freedom that built
this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it’s
all the more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

the future.



You know, some historians have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I‘ve been talking with different
groups of people about the future -- to chart a course for the

next American century.

It is your future -~ your American century -- we are talking

about. You are the reason we are investing now, so that the

problems we face today -- the deficit, drugs in the streets,
threats to the environment, problems in our schools -- will not
be inherited by you. “i:?

You’re more aware than most, of what the challenges are. An
intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned
opinions. ' |

)
When you understand our political trgéitions, and the

questions of public policy, you can ensure that we preserve what

'

works -- and that we work for change where it’s needed. In my

book, that’s the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it succeed.

You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century
-- wherever you decide to apply your energy and talents. Sure,

}
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it takes hard work. It means asking questions of people -~ and
that includes me. It means looking deeper. Investing your time
and energy to learn all you can -- now, and in the future.

Taking nothing for granted.

That’s what edﬁcation is all about. I’m proposing new ways
to make our schools more responsive, and more effective. I want
to promote choice, through magnet schools that give you diversity
in the schools you attend; I want ito encourage excellence,
through programs for Merit Schools that shgw improvement, and by

giving awards to outstanding teachers; and 'I'm determined to

build accountability into the process.

Over the past year I’'ve asked teachers, parents,
administrators, and political leaders at all levels to get
involved. They’'re getting involved -- and it shows.

But you know, these are your schools.. They exist to serve
you. So today, I want to remind you of how powerful you really

[

4

are. You have the right to demand the best from your school and

your teachers. You can expect excellence from your schools. You

can make them work for you. o

l " , H
Where school is concerned, it’s not a matter of "like it or

leave it" -- it’s like it, or change it.
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And that’s why I wanted to meet with you today. I have some
definite ideas about education. But I know you’ve got ideas of

your own.

So I‘’d like to come down from this podium, here, and open

this up for conversation, with a few questions...

* % %

What is the one thing you think wou;d‘make your school a

better place to learn?

* % %

Whether you’re planning on college or not -- how do you

think what you’re learning in school will help you?

* % * |

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?

* % %

Do you have any questions for me?



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release March 29, 1989

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
DURING QUESTION AND ANSWER
SESSION WITH STUDENTS FROM CLOSE-UP PROGRAM

The East Roonm

2:18 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome to the White House. Famous
personalities roam the corridors of this famous house. Play your
cards right and you can see our dog, Millie, in a few minutes coming
down the stairs. (Laughter.) But I'm delighted that you all are
here in Washington, and I hope you're gaining an understanding of
something that really matters, and that is good government. I met
today with a very prestigious group headed by Paul Volcker, and many
others -- the former Secretary of State, Mr. Muskie; and several
ambassadors, and Bruce Laingen, who you may remember was held hostage
for a while over there in Iran.

And the thrust of their report was the need to encourage
more people to be involved in government service. And I hope you'll
have a chance to see it. I'm sure there will be some press on it
tomorrow. But in addition to that -- and I want to encourage in
every way I can those who serve their country, whether it's military
or civilian, in the civil service, or wherever else -- I want to
encourage that kind of service; but also, particularly in a group
like this, to urge you to save some time in your lives for the
political process. I know it's -- some feel it's a demeaning line of
work, and I happen to think that it is absolutely fundamental.
Because 200 years ago, a great experiment really began on this
continent that began with the profound idea that the power should
reside with the people. And that sounds, I'm sure, to you who are
bright and able students, as perhaps trite or a cliche. But it isn't
when you look at today's world.

We take for granted that the power comes from the people
in this country. But it isn't true in some of the totalitarian
systems. Certainly it's not true in the Marxist system. And it's
fascinating now to see what's happening in the Soviet system as they
lighten up a little and begin to have the elective process that we've
taken for granted throughout our history.

But the fundamental principle of freedom that built our
democracy has served us well for these two centuries, and it's all
the more vital that we preserve the freedom as we look to the future.

Some historians have called the 20th century the American
Century, but the 21st century is less than a dozen years away. And
I've been talking with several different groups now about the future,
charting a course for the next American Century. And really, it's
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Drugs in the streets. If we don't do better in battling
this scourge of narcotlcs, it has an adverse affect on your future.
Threats to the env1ronment -- we're seeing now an oil spill up in
Alaska. But there S many, many other -- global warming and things ~-- '
that really do seem remote, but have a vital affect on the kind of
. century you're g01ng to 'be 1living in. So we have to address those
problems, and that's the role of a President and certainly it's the
role of the COngress. ‘and I'm still intent on working with the
Congress to move‘forward as we get closer and closer to the next
century. ,

: I thlnk from what I'm told about you all that you are
much more aware of these things than the average young person in this
country. This C}oseup Program is a great place to hone your, ability
to think, to questlon, to form reasoned opinions. And I want to find
out about that in a minute because I'm told this has been billed for
me at least as alllstening session. And so I hope you will give me

your ideas, and I'll try to conduct the discussion in such a way that
you feel free to'do that.

.Whenyou understand our political traditions and the

'~ questions of publlc policy, you can ensure that we preserve what
works and that we work for change where it's needed. In my book,
that's the best hlnd of citizenship. Government is not a spectator
sport. ‘You've got to be involved. Needs people, bright people like
you to make it succeed. And so you have it within you all to be
leaders in the next century wherever you decide to apply these
talents. I don't want to say just public service or just politics
because one of the themes that I'm talking about a lot and believe in
is this concept of a better-educated America, and that leads me to
encourage those 1n ‘the teaching profession to be the very best, and
then to encourage people to go into that profession as well. It
takes hard work. | All of this -- it means asking questions of people,
it means looking deeper, it means investing time and energy to learn
all you can, now and in ‘the future. You never stop learning. Heaven
knows, I hope I don't. We've had fascinating meetings today on a
wide array of subjects that -- important to expand your horizons, and
they've been very helpful to me.

Education is all about this. And I've been proposing new
ways to make the schools more responsive. I really believe that
choice is important. Ch01ce - parental choice, student choice -
can lead to excellence not just in the school that's chosen, but in
those that maybe aren't chosen. So we've got to find ways to
encourage choice.

I want to encourage excellence through programs like
merit schools that some bf you are familiar with. Giving awards to
,outstandlng teachers. The major responsibility, incidentally, as you
"know, in education lies at the local and state level. A The greatest
percentage -- an overwheﬁmlng percentage of the funds ‘come from the
local and the state level. But we can, even in these tough budget
tlmes, give a system of awards for the outstandlng teachers, thus
~giving them hope|and others seeing them trying to aspire to higher

levels of productlon and levels of concern for the kids. -



My wife is involved in this whole concept of fighting
against illiteracy, and in that, she's encouraging corporations and
others to be thoroughly involved. You may have seen some of the pro
bono advertising on a couple of the networks in terms of fighting
against illiteracy. : T

. So I think the federal government has a substantial role.
I think in the programs the federal government does do, that it can
put emphasis on stamping out illiteracy. ' But again, I'd be
misleading you if I had you believe that the problem could be solved
from the White House or from Congress, itself. It can't be. It's
got to have -- scratch one newsman -- (laughter.) Did anybody get
hurt? But that's the way I look at it. And so I will be encouraging
this ‘hortatory, encouraging in every way we can.

And when I talk about accountability =-- promoting those
who -- you might be classmates =-- -that you know can't read. It
doesn't do that kid any good. Needs special training, special help,
special concern. So we've got to do better on it, but the federal
government can help, can exhort, but can't solve it alone.

' Q Thank you, Mr. President. My name is David Hardin.
I'm from Horizon High School in Scottsdale, Arizona.

- THE PRESIDENT: Where's your suntan? (Laughter.)
Q I get sunburn. (Laughter.)"

THE PRESIDENT: Do you?
- ! b
Q The drug problem that's infiltrated the United
States' educational system has proven to be a catalyst that's
‘destroying the American youth. What d6 you think needs to be done to
solve this problem? . : '

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we're making a whole new push
against the scourge of drugs. The Congress passed legislation ,
calling for a drug czar. You're all bright students of history, I'm
sure. And why we use the term "czar" in the United States to ”
determine a strong leader, I don't know. ’ '

But nevertheless, we're implementing that legislation as
best we can in the Executive Branch. The appointment of Bill
Bennett, who, I think set very high standards for education, shows
that I think that-a lot of the drug problem can be solved through the
demand side of the equation, through teaching, ‘through education, .
through getting peer to stand with peer and say, "No, we can't go
forward with it." '

We've got to change the culture that condoned the use of
narcotics. VYesterday, I challenged through a meeting somewhat like
this, challenged the entertainment media who, heretofore, has almost
~condoned narcotics by emphasizing the silly side of somebody being
high on some substance or another. So we've got to change the )
culture, we've got to change the demand, and at the same time we've
got to have much more enforcement of laws. We may need new laws, but
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help change it. f And you re the bright ones. And I ‘think -- I hope
that you'll never loselinterest in the school system, itself.

I wanted to meet with you. I have some ideas -1 these
are what I've spelled out here on education and others, as well. I
am told that you have ideas of your own, so why don't we get ahead
with the give-and-take part of this, where you tell me what's on your
minds. I notlced some notes. It's always formidable when you see
notes having been written down here. (Laughter.) But it's a good
time to speak to me and I guess, with these cameras 1isten1ng, be

sure never to end your sentence without ~- end a sentence with a
preposition, because it will be duly reported all across the country
by these guardlans of the -- (laughter.) J

But nevertheless, really, feel relaxed about it and I
hope you'll fire away. ' And I guess I get to sit down and listen.
Who -- I'll conduct thils. But just go ahead.

Q Thank- you, Mr. President. My name is Molly Evans,
and I'm from Wooster Hilgh School in Wooster, Ohio. 1I'd like to thank
you first for allowing [Close-up the opportunity to question you and
thank you ==~ ,

. « - THE |PRESIDENT: - No, I'm questioning you.' You've got it
wrong, Molly. Go ahead. (Laughter.) ) o

Q Okay. | Mr. President, in the past, the schools have
tradltionally held jurisdiction over the educational issues. But now
that it's become a serilous national problem, do you believe that the
federal government should have more power on making decisions over
the educationalllssues’ I

THE PRESIDENT~ No. I don't believe that the power in
determining curriculum, in determining teachers' pay, in determining
. standards for schools ought to be set by the federal government. I

believe in the genius of diversity. I believe that one set of ’
standards has much more applicability to one area than to another.
And so T don't thlnk the federal government should be looked to as
the final arbiter or the one that's going to set the polic1es for the
local school distrlcts.

I believe 1nstead in more parental particlpation. I
believe in local schooL boards having the final authority and state
departments of education having their say. And the federal
~ government, whlch I think provides seven percent of the funding, as’
opposed to 93 percent coming from other sources, has about that:
percentage in terms of dictating things. I don't see the federal
government in aidlctatorlal role; I don't see it as the dominant

role.

I see this pulpit here -- what Teddy Roosevelt referred
to as the bu11y|pulp1t -- being used to encourage excellence,
encourage choice, encourage the good teachers, but not dictate to the
schools. ‘

|

Q l’My name is Jennifer Bean. I'm from panvers_High__
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We can't do that in the United States. 1In the first place, the
borders are too long, we don't have that much money. Secondly, that
isn't the concept we want wiFh friendly countries -- Mexico to our
south, Canada to the north. ' But we've got to do better in terms of
interdiction. ,

Last point, we are not going to solve the drug problem by

~ stopping the flow. - It's not going to be solved -- in my view, it's

going to be -- that'll help, but we've got to do more on the demand
side. And that is where -- both sides, incidentally, our new drug
czar, Bill Bennett, is working on. And for those of you who follow
the intricacies of government, it isn't that easy because he is
dealing with the Secretary of Defense and the Attorney General and
the Secretary of State. And they are statutorily in command of their
departments.

So he comes in, working for the President with a Cabinet
. rank, but without the statutory power of some of the Cabinet
officers. So he's got a job of persuasion and coordination. But
we've got a man, if anybody can do it, he can.

Q Thank you, Mr. President. My name is Shawndra
Miles. I attend Crenshaw High School in Los Angeles, California. 1In
recent years, there have been significant cutbacks in federal money
for education. ' I would like to know how would you address this '
problem, since the students today are leaders of tomorrow? .

THE PRESIDENT: In the first place, we have a crunch. I
think your figures are wrong. I don't think there have been '
substantial cutbacks. I don't think there have been cutbacks. I
think the budget for the Department of Education is higher than it
was eight years ago or six years ago and will be this time. There
have been some programs that have been curtailed. There has been
some means testing in terms of student loans. =

Let me give you an example of that. I don't believe as
President that the federal government has an obligation to pay for
the education of all kids that are qualified to go to college.
That's my philosophy. That's what I ran on with kind of an
underpinning of that in terms of being elected by the people of the
United States to be President. I do think that the federal
government has a role in helping those who can't afford to get to
college. “And so, tightening up on the means test for student loans,
for example, was considered by some to be cutting educational funds.
And I'm sure some programs. have been taken out.

But generally speaking, I just come back to the fact =--
and I don't know that you all knew this =-- and I'm pretty sure I'm
right on the figure ~-- 93 percent comes from all sources, and seven
percent of the funds come from the federal government. So in times
of tough budget money -- I've got to get this budget deficit down.
The best hope, antidote to poverty is a job, and the best way to have
a job is to have a vibrant economy. And the way to do that is to be
sure these interest rates don't go sky-high, and this gets into the
whole economic question, but all of which ~- it comes back to me as
President in terms of priority, get the budget deficit down. And
that means we can't spend all the money that I'd like for that seven



- Go ahead.

best you can, an

d then you exhort -- your encourage the private

.sector and the states ahd everybody to do as much as they can. No
clear answer, and a very tough and good question.

You (had one here, and then I'll go in the back. We're
cutting out all [the back bench guys. Go ahead. Did you have a
question? -

Q | Me?

THE PRESIDENT: VYes, I thought I saw your hand, yes.

Q Thank you, Mr. President.

THE [PRESIDENT: "Janel, if you're too polite in life you
‘get stomped on. | (Laughter.) VYou're doing just great, but I didn't

want you to have it =-- F thought you thought I had recognlzed you.

Q

Management Center in Dallas, Texas.
" about the federa

THE

My name is Janel McCurtis. I'm from Business
And I was wonderlng how you feel
1 government playing a more -- a role in educatlon.

|
PRESIDENT. Well,

More of a role’ as I say, I th1nk

it's got to be state and local, the way our system works, because I

don't want that
Shawndra I'd 1lik
want the role --
the fundamental
approach public

highly Fentrallzed control. I've confessed here to
e to see us be able to do more things.

k But I don't
I don't want education to be federallzed. That's
phllosophlcal underplnnlng that I have with me as I

education and private education. I don't want the

federal government to tell you, your school board, or your teachers

what you're goin
want them to set
We don't know mu

But
-= jit's federalli
probably, when I
different overla
realized that it
diversity =-- Sca
and .a different

Who'!
fire away, you t

1

Q

I go to the Hawaii Preparatory Academy 1n Hawa11.

wondering =-- I go

directly to the

g to teach in class -- get taught in class. I don't
the pay of the -- from on hlgh -- Washington,’ D.C.
ch about Dallas. I do, coming from Houston.

that's my philosophy and I think it's right. I think
sm, decentralization. We're strong that way. And I
was little, was wonderlng, why do we have all these
pping functions of the state government? And then I
preserves our union and strengthens our system by
ttsdale having a different answer than Los Angeles
answer than Dallas and wherever else it is.

s got some in the back?

. We've got to -- way in --
\"/e] guys back there.

Hello,| Mr. President. My name is Joseph Thrill, and
And I was
to a private school and my parents pay tuition

'school., But yet, part of their taxes which’ they pay

to the federal government, go to the public school system, even’

though I do not‘
on that?

THE

attend a public school. Should they get a tax break

PRESIDENT' No, they shouldn't. 2And I think it is

the obligation of all tbxpayers to support a public education system.
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I don't think they should get a break for that.

Q Thank you, Mr. President. I'm Max Kalhammet, from
Cairo, Egypt. And recently there's been a lot of publicity about the
advantages of studying abroad, especially in your college career. '
The advantages would be traveling, being exposed to new cultures, et
cetera. With your interest in reviving education domestically, do
you support this? ' :

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I support it. But again, we're
talking about sparse funds. Not only do I support it, but I think it
is enormously useful for our foreign affairs and for understanding
around the world about the United States of America. So I strongly
support it. '

One of the things in my background that really helped
shape my life a lot was living in China. Right after the Culteral
Revolution or right before the renaissance or before the capitalistic
~-- or quasi -- you've got to be careful when you talk about China ==
quasi-capitalistic experimentation -- incentive, moving away from the
commune system for farm. And living there was very helpful to me and
-~ broadening -- I was then Ambassador =-- but broadening out my own

horizons, understanding the importance of China in the world scheme
of things. ‘ ,

And I think it's true for students. I think not only
does the student himself or herself gain a dimension on the world it
might not have otherwise, but I think the people with whom you
interact abroad do. And I strongly favor, as much as we can afford
it, bringing kids from other countries over here. I believe firmly
that any student that comes to the United States can no longer return
to his or her country without some respect for democracy =-- for the

underpinnings that I talked about in the remarks. You can't do it.

You come out of a totalitarian system and you see the

" freedoms that you and I take for granted every day in our lives =--
see them every day one way or another. You see the bounty of this
country and you see the concern that Americans have for their fellow
‘American, and it's bound to make an impact on them. And I hear all
kinds of griping about the United States all over the world. And
I've traveled to I don't know how many countries. ~

. Now, I would guess -- well, as Vice President, it was 85
just in that one job. And then I did business all around the world,
from Brunei to the Persian Gulf to South America. And you hear
complaints about the Americans and you sit around and you interact.
But you also have the sense that people say, yes, we may be griping
about it or criticizing, but we'd like a little piece of the action.

And the more those students come here on the kind of
thing you're talking about, the more understanding they have about
us. And it is a really remarkable, remarkable thing. And I saw that
most when I was the Ambassador at the United Nations, interacting
with then the ambassadors from 134 countries. And we were, you know,
the host country. You got to know a lot of them.

T know the voint vou're brinaina up is. I dquess bv the
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:bit of this, and I'm sure that the studeénts going there see it
ferment a change that's' 'taking place through both perestroika and the
openness and glasnost. So I would encourage people doing it. I '
would encourage those foundations =-- International Education
--Institute, and those things that help bring people to live with —
American famllles. The federal government has some role in this,. and
I think it's very important. And I wish I had time to ask you what
your view is because I would expect it would parallel.

I mean, I have been to Egypt, and I think there is a good
feellng in Egypt[about the United States. There are some concerns-
about certain aspects of our policy that I'll hear about next Monday
and Tuesday when President Mubarak is here right in this very house,
but I can tell you -- here he is, the President of that country,
_coming in for Sadat, and there's a certain feeling == the United
States can effect change. The United States can move things forward.
in the peace process. The United States has a certain economic
system that we'd like to asplre to 1n Egypt.

And so never apologize for it and share it, spread it
around as best you can +- goodwill that comes from belng very bright,
bright kids. Share it with foreigners as much as you can because we
are, I'll still say - and I got accused of being a little bit overly
patriotic, but I]ve been to these, a lot of them =-- we are the
freest, we are the most ‘honorable and caring the most country, I
think, in the whole world. And so we ought to have others understand
' And I will say this, that as President -- you know, they
ask, well, what 1s your aim, priorities -- we talk here about
education and civics and all of that. But I want to try hard to
enhance world peace -~ we talk about a new century. How old are you,
Eric?

Q I'm 17.

THE PRESIDENT: Okay, 17. In the year 2000, you'll be .
.28. I'd like to|think that because we were here and worked the .
problem hard, that the world will be‘somewhat more peaceful. "And let
me say this. The changes in the Soviet Union are encouraging. I'm
an optimist about it -- but if those changes keep going forwad, you
guys have a much’better chance to -- I don't need that -- (laughter)
-- to live in a more harmonious world. . So we'll try our hardest, and

you all stay 1nvolved. i

MR. JANGER: Mr. President, on behalf of all of us at the
Close-up Foundat;on, these young people and young people throughout
the United States, I know you understand how wonderfully motivating
your exchange of|ideas has been.  Your special focus on education is
inspiring, and we thank you for your time today. (Applause.)

END 2:50 P.M. EST
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Welcome to Washington! Where famous personalities wander
through the corridors of power. Like my dog Millie. Now that
she's got an entourage, everybody knows her. Some people think
she runs the place. But she stays behind the scenes. Millie's

no media hound. Won't even give you a sound bite.

You know, by being here in Washington, you're gaining an

understanding of something that really matters: gobd government.

That's exciting -- and important; Because understanding
your government makes you a part of the process, a part of

government. It involves you in the solutions we seek.

Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this
continent. It began with a simple but profound idea: that power

should reside with people.

That idea -~ the fundamental principle of freedom that built

this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's



You know, some historians have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different
groups of people about the future -- to define an agenda for the

next American century.

It is your future -- your American century -- we are talking
about. You are the reason we _are investing now, so that the
problems we face today.-- fhe deficit, drugs in the streets,
threats to the environment, problems in our schools -- will not

be inherited by you.

You're more aware than most, of what the challenges are. An
intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

When you understand our political traditions, and the

questions of public policy, you can ensure that we preserve what

works -- and that we work for change where it's needed. In my
book, that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it succeed.

You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century

-- wherever you decide to apply your energy and talents. Sure,
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it takes hard work. It means questioning'your sources -- and
that includes me. It means looking deeper. Investing your time
and energy to learn all you can -- now, and in the future.

Taking nothing for granted.

That's what education is all about. I'm proposihg new ways
to make our schools more responsive, and more effective. I want
to promote choice, through magnet schools that give you diversity
in the schools you attend; 1I'm encouraging excellence, through
programs for Merit Schools that show improvement, and by giving
awards to outstanding_teachers;'and I'm building accountability

into the process, and offering help for those that need it most.

Over the past year I've asked teacheré, parents,
administrators, and political leaders at all levels to get

involved. They're getting involved -- and it shows.

But you know, these are your schools. They exist to serve
you. So today, I want to remind you of how powerful you really

are. You have the right to demand the best from your school and

your teachers. You can expect excellence from your schools. You

can make them work for you.

Where school is concerned, it's not a matter of "like it or

leave it" -- it's like it, or change it.
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And that's why I wanted to meet with you today. I have some
definite ideas about education. But I know you've got ideas of

your own.

So I'd like to come down from this podium, here, and open

this up for conversation, with a few questions...

* k *
What ié the one thing you think would make your school a
better place to learn?
* % &
Whether you're planning on college or not —-- how do you

think what you're learning in school will help you?

-

* % %

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?
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Please forward any comments to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 5:00 PM, Friday, March 24, 1989, with an info
copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CLOSE-UP PROGRAM

FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989

Welcome to Washington! You know, when Will Rogers was going

to be introduced to President Coolidge -- a President not known
for his sense of humor -- somebody made a bet that Rogers

couldn't make Coolidge laugh in the space of two minutes. Rogers

took the bet.

Well, the day came -- and the introductions were made. "Mr.
President, Mr. Will Rogers... Mr. Will Rogers, President
Coolidge." Rogers offered his hand, and said, "Sorry, I didn't

quite catch the name." Will Rogers won his bet.

Well, I'll bet I'm at least as glad to meet you, as you are-
to meet me. . By being here in Washington, you're getting involved

with something that really matters: good government.

‘There's a real sense of excitement in this room. And
gaining an understanding of how government works -- that's
important. But more important than‘that, an understanding of

government makes you a part of government, and the solutions we

seek.
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Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this
continent. It began with a simple but profound idea: that power

should reside with people.

That idea -- the fundamental principle of freedom that built
this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's

all the more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

'the future.

) You know, some historians have called the 20th Century

the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different
gfoups of people about the future -- to define an agenda for the

next American century.

It's an agenda of challenges: how to build on the
prosperity we now enjoy; how to encourage entrepreneurship, and
long-term economic growth; how to support the family in America;
how to improve education; stop drugs cold; and clean up the

environment.

And how to ensure that all Americans have what they need, to

be part of -- and contribute to -- prosperity and growth.

- You're more aware than most, of what the challenges are. An

intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
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to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

By understanding our political traditions, and the questions
of public policy, you're ensuring that we preserve what works --
and that we work for change where it's needed. In my book,
that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it work.

You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century
-- in whatever field you decide‘to apply your energy and talents.
Sure, it takes effort. A hands-off approach isn't enough. It

means questioning your sources. Looking deeper. Taking nothing

for granted.

That's what education is all about. I'm looking for ways to

make our schools more responsive, and more effective -- through

programs for Merit Schools, a new scholarship program for science

students, and rewards for good teachers.

But you know, the schools are there to serve you. So as we

work to improve the schools, you need'to let us know what needs

improving.
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And that's one of the reasons I wanted to meet with you
today. I have some definite ideas about education. But I know

you've got ideas of your own.

So I'd like to come down from this podium, here, and open

this up for convérsafion, with a few questions...

* * %

What is the one thing you think would make your school a
better place to learn?
* % %
Whether you're planning on college or not --.how do you
think what you're learning in QChool will help you?

* % *

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CLOSE-UP PROGRAM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

EAST ROOM
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989

2:15 P.M.
[[ WELCOME TO WASHINGTON! WHERE FAMOUS PERSONALITIES

WANDER THROUGH THE CORRIDORS OF POWER. LIKE OUR DOG

MILLIE.

-2 -

Now THAT SHE'S GOT AN ENTOURAGE, EVERYBODY KNOWS HER.
SOME PEOPLE THINK SHE RUNS THE PLACE. BUT SHE STAYS
BEHIND THE SCENES. MILLIE'S NO MEDIA HOUND. WON'T
EVEN GIVE YOU A SOUND BITE. 1]

YOUu KNOW, BY BEING HERE IN WASHINGTON, YOU'RE
GAINING AN UNDERSTANDING OF SOMETHING THAT REALLY

MATTERS: GOOD GOVERNMENT.
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THAT'S'EXCITING -= AND IMPORTANT. BECAUSE
UNDERSTANDING YOUR GOVERNMENT MAKES YOU A PART OF THE
l'PROCESS, A PART OF GOVERNMENT. IT INVOLVES YOU IN THE
SOLUTIONS WE SEEK. |

_Two HUNDRED YEARS AGO, A GREAT EXPERIMENT BEGAN ON
fHIs CONTINENT. IT BEGAN WITH A SIMPLE BUT PROFOﬁND

IDEA: THAT POWER SHOULD RESIDE WITH PEOPLE.

-4 -

THAT IDEA -- THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF FREEDOM
THAT BUILT THIS DEMOCRACY == HAS SERVED US WELL FOR TWO
CENTURIES. S0 IT'S ALL THE MORE VITAL THAT WE PRESERVE
THAT FREEDOM, AS WE LOGK TO THEAFUTURE.

YOU KNOW, SOME HISTORIANS HAVE CALLED THE 20TH

CENTURY -- THE "AMERICAN CENTURY."
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BuT THE 21ST CENTURY IS LESS THAN A DOZEN YEARS AWAY
Now. AND I'VE BEEN TALKING WITH DIFFERENT GROUPS OF

PEOPLE ABOUT THE FUTURE -- TO CHART ‘A COURSE FOR THE

NEXT AMERICAN CENTURY.

_—

IT IS YOUR FUTURE -- YOUR AMERICAN CENTURY =-- WE

ARE TALKING ABOUT.

-6 -

You ARE_THE REASON WE ARE INVESTING NOW, SO THAT THE

PROBLEMS WE FACE TODAY -- THE DEFICIT, DRUGS IN THE
STREETS, THREATS TO THE ENVIRONMENT, PROBLEMS IN OUR
SCHOOLS -- WILL NOT BE INHERITED BY YOU.

YOU'RE MORE AWARE THAN MOST, OF WHAT THE CHALLENGES

ARE.



AN INTENSIVE EXPERIENCE LIKE THE CLOSE-uUP PROGRAM IS A

GREAT PLACE TO HONE YOUR ABILITY TO THINK, TO QUESTION,

TO FORM REASONED OPINIONS.

WHEN YOU UNDERSTAND OUR POLITICAL TRADITIONS, AND

THE QUESTIONS OF PUBLIC bOLICY, YOU CAN ENSURE THAT WE

PRESERVE WHAT WOhK§ == AND_THAT WE WORK FOR CHANGE

WHERE IT'S NEEDED.

-8 -

IN MY BOOK, THAT'S THE BEST KIND OF CITIZENSHIP.

GOVERNMENT IS NOT A SPECTATOR SPORT. IT NEEDS PEOPLE

LIKE YOU TO MAKE IT SUCCEED.

You HAVE IT WITHIN YOU TO BE THE LEADERS OF THE
NEXT CENTURY -- WHEREVER YOU pgc;ns TO APPLY YOUR
ENERGY AND TALENTS. SURE, IT TAKES HAhD WORK. IT

MEANS ASKING QUESTIONS OF PEOPLE --
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o AND THAT INCLUDES ME. IT MEANS LOOKINGADEEPER.

INVESTING‘YOUR TIME AND ENERGY TO LEARN -ALL YOU CAN --

" NOW, AND IN THE FUTURE. TAKING NOTHING FOR GRANTED.
THAT'S WHAT EDUCATION IS ALL ABOUT. I’'M PROPOSING

NEW WAYS TO MAKE OUR SCHOOLS MORE RESPONSIVE, AND MORE

EFFECTIVE.

| I WANT To PROMOTE CHOICE, THROUGH MAGNET SCHOOLS THAT

GIVE YOUu DIVERSITY IN THE SCHOOLS YOU ATTEND; I WANT

TO ENCOURAGE EXCELLENCE; THROUGH PROGRAMS FOR MERIT

SCHOOLS THAT SHOW IMPROVEMENT, AND BY GIVING AWARDS TC
OUTSTANDING TEACHERS; AND I'M DETERMINED TO.ByILD

ACCOUNTABILITY INTO THE PROCESS.
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| - 11 - o |
OVER THE PAST YEAR I'v; AsKED TEACHERS, PARENTS,
ADMINISTRATORS, AND POLITICAL LEADERS AT ALL LEVELS TO
GET INVOLVED. THEY'RE GETTING INVOLVED -- AND IT
SHOWS. .
BuT YOU KNOW, THESE ARE YOUR SCHOOLS. THEY EXIST

TO SERVE YOU. SO0 TODAY, I WANT TO REMIND YOU OF HOW

POWERFUL YOU REALLY ARE.

- 12 -

You HAVE THE RIGHT TO DEMAND THE BEST FROM YOUR_SCHOOL

AND YOUR TEACHERS. YOU CAN EXPECT EXCELLENCE FROM YOUR

SCHOOLS. YOU CAN MAKE THEM WORK FOR YOU.
WHERE SCHOOL IS chCERNED, IT'S NOT A MATTER OF‘
"LIKE IT OR LEAVE IT" -- IT’SJLIKE IT, OR CHANGE IT.
AND THAT'S WHY I WANTED TO MEET WITH YOU TODAY. I_

HAVE SOME DEFINITE IDEAS ABOUT EDUCATION.
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Buf.i KNOW You'VE GOT IDEAS OF Qoun OuN.
So I'D LIKE TO SIT DOWN WITH You AND OPEN fHIs upP
FOR CONVERSATION, WITH A FEW QUESTIONS...
* % %
WHAT IS THE ONE THING YOU THINK WOULD MAKE YOUR

SCHOOL A BETTER PLACE TO LEARN?

* % %

e g

- 14 -

* % %

WHETHER YOU'RE PLANNING ON COLLEGE OR NOT -~ HOW DO
YOU THINK WHAT YOU'RE LEARNING IN SCHOOL WILL HELP YOu?
* % *

WHAT WOULD YOU DO TO GET DRUGS OUT OF THE SCHOOLS?

* % *

Do YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS FOR ME?
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INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: MARK LANGE
SUBJECT: SPEECH TO CLOSE-UP GROUP
I. SUMMARY

IT.

The attached cards are brief remarks for your meeting with
a group of 75 high school students from the "Close Up"
program.

DISCUSSION

These students have come to Washington to learn about
government -- and they’re a good "fit" for this week’s
education theme.

Your remarks at the podium should take 6 to 7 minutes.
Afterwards, you will move to a stool near the students, and
engage them in conversation on education and drugs.

Some suggested questions are on the last card. You may
choose to invite them to ask you questions.



(Lange/Martin)
March 28, 1989
4:15 p.m.
[CLOSEUP.DOC]
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CLOSE-UP PROGRAM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
EAST ROOM
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989
2:15 P.M.
[[ Welcome to Washington! Where famous personalities wander
through the corridors of power. Like our dog Millie. Now that
she's got an entourage, everybody knows her. Some people think
she runs the place. But she stays behind the scenes. Millie's

no media hound. Won't even give you a sound bite. ]]

You know, by being here in Washington, you're gaining an

understanding of something that really matters: good government.

That's exciting -- and important. Because understanding
your government makes you a part of the process, a part of

government. It involves you in the solutions we seek.

Two hundred years ago, a great experimént began on this
continent. It began with a simple but profound idea: that power

should reside with people.

That idea -- the fundamental principle of freedom that built
this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's
all the more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

the future.



e,

You know, some historians have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different
groups of people about the future -- to chart a course for the

next American century.

It is your future -- your American century -- we are talking
about. You are the reason we are investing now, so that the
problems we face today -- the deficit, drugs in the streets,
threats to the environment, problems in our schools -- will not

be inherited by you.

You're more aware than most, of what the challenges are. An
intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

When you understand our political traditions, and the

questions of public policy, you can ensure that we preserve what

works —-- and that we work for change where it's needed. In my

book, that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it succeed.

You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century

-- wherever you decide to apply your energy and talents. Sure,
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it takes hard work. It means asking questions of people -- and
that includes me. It means looking deeper. Investing your time
and energy to learn all you can -- now, and in the future.

Taking nothing for granted.

That's what education is all about. I'm proposing new ways
to make our schools more responsive, and more effective. I want
to promote choice, through magnet schools that give you diversity

in the schools you attend; I want to encourage excellence,

through programs for Merit Schools that show improvement, and by
giving awards to outstanding teachers; and I'm determined to

build accountability into the process.

Over the past year I've asked teachers, parents,
administrators, and political leaders at all levels to get

involved. They're getting involved -- and it shows.

But you know, these are your schools. They exist to serve
you. So today, I want to remind you of how powerful you really
are. You have the right to demand the best from your school and
your teachers. You can expect excellence from your schools. You

can make them work for you.

Where school is concerned, it's not a matter of "like it or

leave it" -- it's like it, or change it.
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And that's why I wanted to meet with you today. I have some
definite ideas about education. But I know you've got ideas of

your own.

So I'd like to come down from this podium, here, and opeh

this up for conversation, with a few questions...

* % %

What is the one thing you think would make your school a

better place to learn?

* % %

Whether you're planning on college or not -- how do you

think what you're learning in school will help you?

* % *

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?

* % %

Do you have any questions for me?
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SUBJECT P idential R k Close-Up Program 7744?‘7Vf
g residentia emarks: 1 - - "
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avel [
I have reviewed the proposed remarks to the high school students , ;s /
in the Close-Up Program. fgx7u7“;

1. I believe we need to emphasize the "invest" theme with this (1?Ld
audience, because young people personify the reason to
invest. With this thought in mind, I propose inserting the L/fiaa
following kind of language on page two, replacing two

paragraphs: €4

It is your future -- your American century -- we are 7“./)
talking about. You are the reason we are investing ~
now, so that the problems we face now -- the deficit,

the drug scourge, the failure of our schools to provide <;<1%

for everyone the knowledge and skills they need to be \\\\\\\\
productive citizens -- will not be inherited by vyou. (;t,
@O

23 I believe the "education President" should emphasize the (€y)

responsibility that young people have for their education. X
I therefore propose inserting the following language on page

three: é QJZ)

Political leaders need to look to the future and invest
in it -- but we're not the only ones who have this
responsibility. The responsibility is yours as well.

I've also edited page three to focus on the responsibility
of the student. (See attachment.)

3. Our initiatives should be more clearly explained and we
should include the magnet schools initiative, which
personifies choice. I have edited page three to accomplish
this. (See attachment.)

Attachment

cc: William L. Roper
James J. Pinkerton
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 3/23/83 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY: 3/24/85 5:00 PH
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: CLOSE-UP PROGRAM FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
SUBJECT:
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VICE PRESIDENT 0 / MCCLURE 7. O
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REMARKS:

Please forward any comments to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 5:00 PM, Friday, March 24, 1989, with an info
copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Clcconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CLOSE-UP PROGRAM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
[location]
WASHINGTON, D.C.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989

Welcome to Washington! You know; when Will Rogers was going
to be introduced to President Coolidge =-- a President not known
for his sense of humor -- somebédy made a bet that Rogers

couldn't make Coolidge laugh/in the space of two minutes. Rogers

took the bet.

,//
/

Well, the day came -- and e introductions were made. '"Mr.

President, Mr. Will Rogers.../Mr. Will Rogers, President

Coolidge." Rogers offered his hand, and said, "Sorry, I didn't

quite catch the name." ill Rogers won his bet.

Well, I'll bet I'm at least as glad to meet you, as you are
to meet me. By being here in Washington, you're getting involved

with something that really matters: good government.

There's a real sense of excitement in this room. And
gaining an understanding of how government works -- that's
important. But more important than that, an understanding of

government makes you a part of government, and the solutions we

seek.
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Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this

continent. It began with.a simple but profound idea: that power

should reside with people.

That idea -- the fundamental principle of freedom that built
this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's
all the more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

the future.

You know, some historians have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different
groups of people abqut'the future -- to define an agenda for the
next American century. =~
PSR (| )

d build on the \ﬁ

prosperity we now enjoy:; how %o encourage entrepreneurship, and

&

It's an agenda of chalNenges: how

long-term economic growth; how pport the family in America;

how to improve education; stop s cold; and clean up the

environment. \
i i

And how to ensure ave what they need, to 1 h
be part of -- and congribute to -- prosperity and growth. 1
~ P et =

You're more aware than most, of what the challenges are. An

intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
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to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

By understanding our political traditions, and the questions
of public policy, you're ensuring that we preserve what works --
and that we work for change where it's needed. In my book,
that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a
spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it work.

\“ - 4%%@%%%«%%&4 }é%/f/mgzjz

‘I
A You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century ,//
%z V74

== in whatever field you decide to apply your eneggy and talents.@é Z?:
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And that's one of the reasons I wanted to meet with you
today. I have some definite ideas about education. But I know

you've got ideas of your own.

So I'd like to come down from this podium, here, and open

this up for conversatioﬁ, with a few questions...

x %k *
What is the one thing ybu think would make your school a
better plaée to leafn?
* %k %
ﬁhether you're planning on college or not -- how do you
think what you're learning in school will help you?
| ® ® *

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?
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Welcome to Washington! Where famous_person&lities wéhder
through the corridors of power. Like my dog Millie. -Now that
she's got an entourage, everybody knows her. Some people think

she runs the place. But she stays behind the séenés.; Millie's

no media hound. Won't even give YOu a sound bite.

You know, by being here in Washington, you're gaining an

understanding of something that really matters: good government.

That's éxciting -- and impoftant. Because understanding
your government makes yoﬁ a part of the process, a part of

government. It involves you in the solutions we seek.

Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this
continent. It began with a simple but profound idea: that power

should reside with peopie.

That idea -- the fundamental principle of freedom that built

this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's
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all the more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

the future.

You know, some historians have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different
groups of people about the future -- to define an agenda for the

next American century.

It is your future -- your American century -- we are talking

about. You are the reason we are investing now, so that the

problems we face today -- the deficit, drugs in the streets,
threats to the environment, problems in our schools -- will not

be inherited by you.

You're more aware than most, of what the challenges are. An
intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

When you understand our political traditions, and the

questions of public policy, you can ensure that we preserve what

works —=- and that we work for change where it's needed. In my

book, that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it succeed.
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You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century
-- wherever you decide to apply your energy and talents. Sure,
it takes hard work. It means questioning your sources -- and
that includes me. It means looking deeper. Investing your time
and energy to learn all you can —-- now, andvin the future.

Taking nothing for granted.

That'é what education is all about. I'm proposing new ways
to make our schools more responsive, and more effective. I want
to promote chbice, through magnet schools that give you diversity
in the schools you attend; I'm encouraging excellence, through
programs for Merit Schools that show improvement, and by giﬁing

awards to outstanding teachers; and I'm building accountability

into the process, and offering help for those that need it most.

Over the past year I've asked teachers, parents,
administrators, and political leaders at all levels to get

involved.- They're getting involved -- and it shows.

But you know, these are your schools. They exist to serve
you. So today, I want to remind you of how powerful you feally

are. You have the right to demand'thé pest from your school and

your teachers. You can éxpect excéllence froﬁAypur schools. You

can make them work for you.
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Where school is concerned, it's not a matter of "like it or

leave it" -- it's like it, or change it.

And that's why I wanted to meet with you today. I have some
definite ideas about education. But I know you've got ideas of

your own.

So I'd 1like to come down from this podium, here, and open

this up for conversation, with a few questions...

x % %
What is the one thing you think would make your school a
better place to learn?
* K %
Whether you're planning on college or not =- how do you
think what you're learning in school will help you?

* % %

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 24, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A4/

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Close-Up Program

Kate Moore on our staff has prepared the attached sugges-
tions for the President's remarks at the Close-Up Program.

I concur with them and hope they will prove useful to you
in the next draft of these remarks.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Attachment

cc: James W. Cicconi



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 24, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR ROGER B. PORTER A\//////
FROM: KATE L. MOORE 7’\/1
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Close-Up Program

I have reviewed the proposed remarks to the high school students
in the Close-Up Program.

1. I believe we need to emphasize the "invest" theme with this
audience, because young people personify the reason to
invest. With this thought in mind, I propose inserting the
following kind of language on page two, replacing two
paragraphs:

It is your future -- your American century -- we are
talking about. You are the reason we are investing
now, so that the problems we face now -- the deficit,
the drug scourge, the failure of our schools to provide
for everyone the knowledge and skills they need to be
productive citizens -- will not be inherited by you.

2. I believe the "education President" should emphasize the
responsibility that young people have for their education.
I therefore propose inserting the following language on page
three:

Political leaders need to look to the future and invest
in it -- but we're not the only ones who have this
responsibility. The responsibility is yours as well.

I've also edited page three to focus on the responsibility
of the student. (See attachment.)

3. Our initiatives should be more clearly explained and we
should include the magnet schools initiative, which
personifies choice. I have edited page three to accomplish
this. (See attachment.)

Attachment

cc: William L. Roper
James J. Pinkerton
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Please forward any comments to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 5:00 PM, Friday, March 24, 1989, with an info
copy to my office. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CLOSE-UP PROGRAM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
[location]
WASHINGTON, D.C.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989
Welcome to Washington! You know, when Will Rogers was going
to be introduced to President Coolidge -- a Presidént not known
for his sense of humor -- somebody made a bet that Rogers

couldn't make Coolidge laugh in the space of two minutes. Rogers

took the bet.

Well, the day came -- and the introductions were made. "Mr.
President, Mr. Will Rogers... Mr. Will Rogers, President
Coolidge." Rogers offered his hand, and said, WSorry, I didn't

quite catch the name." Will Rogers won his bet. -

Well, I'll bet I'm at least as glad to meet you, as you are
to meet me. .By being here in Washington, you're getting involved

with something that really matters: good government.

There's a real sense of excitement in this room. Aand
gaining an understanding of how government works -- that's
important. But more important than'that, an understanding of

government makes you a part of government, and the solutions we

seek.
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Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this
continent. It began with a simple but profound idea: that power

should reside with people.

That idea -- the fundamental principle of freedom that built
this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's
all the more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

the future.

You know, some historians have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different
groups of people about the future -- to define an agenda for the

next American century.

It's an agenda of challenges: how to build on the
prosperity we now enjoy; how to encourage entrepreneurship, and
long-term economic growth; how to support the family in America;
how to improve education; stop drugs cold; and clean up the

environment.

And how to ensure that all Americans have what they need, to

be part of -- and contribute to -- prosperity and growth.

. You're more aware than most, of what the challenges are. An

intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
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to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

By understanding our political traditions, and the questions
of public policy, you're ensuring that we preserve what works --
and that we work for change where it's needed. In my book,
that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it work.

You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century
-- in whatever field you decide to apply your energy and talents.
Sure, it takes effort. A hands-off approach isn't enough. It

means questioning your sources. Looking deeper. Taking nothing

for granted.

That's what education is all about. I'm looking for ways to
make our schools more responsive, and more effective -- through
programs for Merit Schools, a new scholarship program for science

students, and rewards for good teachers.

But you know, the schools are there to serve you. So as we

work to improﬁe the schools, you need to let us know what needs

improving.
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And that's one of the reasons I wanted to meet with you
today. I have some definite ideas about education. But I know

you've got ideas of your own.

So I'd like to come down frdm this podium, here, and open

this up for conversation, with a few questions...

* %k *
What is the one thing you think would make your school a
better place to learn?
. * % *
Whether you're planning on college or not -- how do you
think what you're learning in séhool will help you?

* % %

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CLOSE-UP PROGRAM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
[location]
WASHINGTON, D.C.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989
Welcome to Washington! You know, when Will Rogers was going
to be introduced to President Coolidge -- a Eresident not known

for his sense of humor -- somebody made a bet that Rogers

couldn't make Coolidge laugh in the space of two minutes. Rogers

took the bet.

Well, the day came -- and the introductions were made. "Mr.
President, Mr. Will Rogers... Mr. Will Rogers, President
Coolidge." Rogers offered his hand, and said, "Sorry, I didn't

quite catch the name." Will Rogers won his bet.

Well, I'll bet I'm at least as glad to meet you, as you are
to meet me. By being here in Washington, you're getting involved

with something that really matters: good government.

There's a real sense of excitement in this room. And
gaining an understanding of how government works -- that's
important. But more important than that, an understanding of

government makes you a part of government, and the solutions we

seek.
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Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this
continent. It began with.a simple but profound idea: that power

should reside with people.

That idea -- the fundamental principle of freedom that built
this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's
all the more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

the future.

You know, some historians have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different

groups of people about the future -- to define an agenda for the

next American century.

It's an agenda of challenges: how to build on the
prosperity we now enjoy; how to encourage entrepreneurship, and
long-term economic growth; how to support the family in America:;
how to improve education; stop drugs-cold; and clean up the

environment.

And how to ensure that all Americans have what they need, to

be part of -- and contribute to -- prosperity and growth.

. You're more aware than most, of what the challenges are. An

intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
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to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

By understanding our political traditions, and the questions
of public policy, you're ensuring that we preserve what works --
and that we work for change where it's needed. In my book,
that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it work.

You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century
-- in whatever field you decide to apply your energy and talents.
Sure, it takes effort. A hands-off approach isn't enough. It
means questioning your sources. Looking deeper. Taking nothing

for granted.

That's what education is all about. I'm looking for ways to
make our schools more responsive, and more effective -- through
programs for Merit Schools, a new scholarship program for science
students, and rewards for good teachers.

But you know, the schools are there to serve you. So as we

work to improve the schools, you need to let us know what needs

improving.
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And that's one of the reasons I wanted to meet with you
today. I have some definite ideas about education. But I know

you've got ideas of your own.

So I'd like to come down from this podium, here, and open

this up for conversation, with a few questions...

* % %
What is the one thing you think would make your school a
better place to learn? |
* % *
Whether you're planning on college or not -- how do you
think what you're learning in échool will help you?

* % %

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?
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James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CLOSE-UP PROGRAM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
[location]

WASHINGTON, D.C.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989
Welcome to Washington! You know, when Will Rogers was going
to be introduced to President Coolidge -- a President not known
for his sense of humor -- somebody made a bet that Rogers

couldn't make Coolidge laugh in the space of two minutes. Rogers

took the bet.

Well, the day came -- and the introductions were made. "Mr.
President, Mr. Will Rogers... Mr. Will Rogers, President
Coolidge." Rogers offered his hand, and said, "Sorry, I didn't
quite catch the name." Will Rogers won his bet.

Well, I'll bet I'm at least as glad to meet you, as you are .
B . aA MMMW

to meet me. By being here in Washington, you're i involved-

something that really matters: good government. J/W?L

gaining—an-understanding of how goverament works—- thatls—
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seek.
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Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this
contihent. It began with a simple but profound idea: that power

should reside with people.

That idea -- the fundamental principle of freedom that built
this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's
all the more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

the future.

) You know, some historians have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different
groups of people about the future -- to define an agenda for the

next American century.

It's an agenda of challenges: how to build on the
prosperity we now enjoy; how to encourage entrepreneurship, and
long-term economic growth; how to support the family in America;
how to improve educafion; stop drugs cold; and clean up the

environment.

And how to ensure that all Americans have what they need, to

be part of -- and contribute to -- prosperity and growth.

. You're more aware than most, of what the challenges are. An

intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
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to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

By understanding our political traditions, and the questions
of public policy, you're ensuring that we preserve what works --
and that we work for change where it's needed. In my book,
that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it work.

You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century
-~ in whatever field you decide to apply your energy and talents.
Sure, it takes effort. A hands-off appfoach isn't enough. It
means questioning your sources. Looking deeper. Taking nothing

for granted.

That's what education is all about. I'm looking for ways to
make our schools more responsive, and more effective -- through
programs for Merit Schools, a new scholarship program for science

students, and rewards for good teachers.

But you know, the schools are there to serve you. So as we

work to improve the schools, you need to let us know what needs

improving.
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And that's one of the reasons I wanted to meet with you
today. I have some definite ideas about education. But I know

you've got ideas of your own.

So I'd like to come down from this podium, here, and open

this up for conversation, with a few questions...

* k *
What is the one thing you think would make your school a

better place to learn?
* % *
Whether you're planning on college or not -- how do fou
think what you're learning in séhool will help you?

* % %

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 24, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS

- B ¥/ -
FROM: PATRICIA MACK BRYAN'f71{#5
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Close-Up Program
for High School Students

Pursuant to your staffing memorandum of March 23, 1989, Counsel's
Office has reviewed the above-referenced draft remarks. We have
no legal objection to the contents of those remarks.

Thank you for bringing this to our attention.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CLOSE-UP PROGRAM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
[location]

WASHINGTON, D.C.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989
Welcome to Washington! You know, when Will Rogers was going
to be introduced to President Coolidge -- a President not known

o
for his sense of humor -- somebody made a bet that Rogers )wwd'

couldn't make Coolidge laugh in the space of two minutes. Rogers

/L,

2
took the bet.

Well, the day came -- and the introductions were made. "Mr.

President, Mr. Will Rogers... Mr. Will Rogers, President

Coolidge." Rogers offered his hand, and said, "Sorry, I didn't

quite catch the name." Will Rogers won his bet.

Well, I'll bet I'm at least as glad to meet you, as you are

to meet me. By being here in Washington, you're getting involved

with something that really matters: good government.

There's a real sense of excitement in this room. And
gaining an understanding of how government works -- that's
important. But more important than that, an understanding of

government makes you a part of government, and the solutions we

seek.
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Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this
continent. It began with a simple but profound idea: that power

should reside with people.

That idea -- the fundamental principle of freedom that built
this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's

allithe more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

the future.

You know, some historians have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different

groups of people about the future -- to define an agenda for the

next American century.

It's an agenda of challenges: how to build on the
prosperity we now enjoy: how to encourage entrepreneurship, and
long-term economic growth; how to support the family in America:;

how to improve education; stop drugs cold; and clean up the

environment.

And how to ensure that all Americans have what they need, to

be part of -- and contribute to -- pfosperity and growth.

. You're more aware than most; of what the challenges are. An

intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
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to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

By understanding our political traditions, and the questions
of public policy, you're ensuring that we preserve what works --
and that we work for change where it's needed. In my book,
that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it work.

You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century
-~ in whatever field you decide to apply your energy and talents.
Sure, it takes effort. A hands-off approach isn't enough. It

means questioning your sources. Looking deeper. Taking nothing

for granted.

That's what education is all about. I'm looking for ways to
make our schools more responsive, and more effective -- through
programs for Merit Schools, a new scholarship program for science

students, and rewards for good teachers.

~ But you know, the schools are there to serve you. So as we

work to improve the schools, you need to let us know what needs

improving.
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And that's one of the reasons I wanted to meet with you
today. I have some definite ideas about education. But I know

you've got ideas of your own.

So I'd like to come down from this podium, here, and open

this up for conversation, with a few questions...

* k *
What is the one thing you think would make your school a
better place to learn?
* % %
Whether you're planning on college or not -- how do you
think what you're learning in séhool will help you?

* %k %

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?
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We have reviewed the attached and have no comments.

Attachment

cc: Chriss Winston
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Please forward any comments to Chriss Winston, Rm. 122, x2930,
no later than 5:00 PM, Friday, March 24, 1989, with an info
copy to my office. Thank you.
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE. CLOSE-UP PROGRAM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
(location]

WASHINGTON, D.C.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989
Welcome to Washington! You know, when Will Rogers was going
to be introduced to President Coolidge -- a President not known
for his sense of humor -- somebody made a bet that Rogers
couldn't make Coolidge laugh in the space of two minutes. Rogers

took the bet.

Well, the day came -~ and the introductions were made. '"Mr.
President, Mr. Will Rogers... Mr. Will Rogers, President
Coolidge." Rogers offered his hand, and said, "Sorry, I didn't

gquite catch the name." Will Rogers won his bet.

Well, I'll bet I'm at least as glad to meet you, as you are
to meet me. By being here in Washington, you're getting involved

with something that really matters: good government.

There's a real sense of excitement in this room. And
gaining an understanding of how government works - that's
important. But more important than that, an understanding of
government makes you a part of government, and the solutions we

seek.
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Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this
continent. It began with a simple but profound idea: that power

should reside with people.

That idea -- the fundamental principle of freedom that built
this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's
all the more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

the future.

You know, some historians have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." But the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different
groups of people about the future -- to define an agenda for the

next American century.

It's an agenda of challenges: how to build on the
prosperity we now enjoy; how to encourage entrepreneurship, and
long-term economic growth; how to support the family in America;
how to improve education; stop drugs cold; and clean up the

environment.

And how to ensure that all Americans have what they need, to

be part of -- and contribute to -- prosperity and growth.

You're more aware than most, of what the challenges are. An

intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
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to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

By understanding our political traditions, and the questions
of public policy, you're ensuring that we preserve what works --
and that we work for change where it's needed. 1In my book,
that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it work.

You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century
-- in whatever field you decide to apply your energy. and talents.
Sure, it takes effort. A hands-off approach isn't enough. It
means questioning your sources. Looking deeper. Taking nothing

for granted.

That's what education is all about. I'm looking for ways to
make our schools more responsive, and more effective -- through
programs for{Merit Schools, a new scholarship program for science

students, and rewards for good teachers.

But you know, the schools are there to serve you. So as we
work to improve the schools, you need to let us know what needs

improving.
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And that's one of the reasons I wanted to meet with you
today. I have some definite ideas about education. But I know

you've got ideas of your own.

So I'd like to come down from this podium, here, and open

this up for conversation, with a few questions...

* % *
What is the one thing you think would make your school a
better place to learn?
x % %
Whether you're planning on college or not -- how do you
think what you're learning in school will help you?

* % %

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: THE CLOSE-~UP PROGRAM
: - FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
[location] .
WASHINGTON, D.C.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 1989
Welcome to Washington! You know, when Will Rogers was going
to be introduced to President Coolidge -- a President not known
for his sense of humor -- somebody made a bet that Rogers
‘couldn't make Coolidge laugh in the space of two minutes. Rogers

took the bet.

Well, the day came -- and the introductions were made. "Mr.
President, Mr. Will Rogers... Mr. Will Rogefs, President
Coolidge." Rogeré offered his hand, and said, "Sorry, I didn't

quite catch the name." Will Rogers won his bet.

Well, I'll bet I'm at least. as glad to meet you, as you are
to meet me. By being here in Washingtoﬁ, you're getting involved

with something that reaily matters: good government.

There's a real sense of excitement in this room. And
gaining an understanding of how governmeht works -- that's
important. But more important than that, an understanding of

government makes ybu a part of government, and the solutions we

seek.
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Two hundred years ago, a great experiment began on this
continent. It began with a simple but profound'idea: that power

should reside with people.

That idea =-- the fundamental principle of freedom that built
this democracy -- has served us well for two centuries. So it's
all the more vital that we preserve that freedom, as we look to

" the future.

You know, some historiéns have called the 20th Century
the "American Century." Bﬁt the 21st Century is less than a
dozen years away now. And I've been talking with different
groups of people anut the future -- fovdefine an agenda for the

next American century.

It's an agenda of challenges: how to build on the
prosperity we now enjoy; how to encourage entrepreneurship, and
long-term economic growth; how to support the family in America;
howltd_improve éducation; stop dfugs cola; and c1ean up the

environment.

And how to ensure that all Americans have whpt they need, to

be part of -- and contribute to -- prosperity and growth.

You're more aware thén most, of what the challenges are. An

intensive experience like the Close-up program is a great place
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to hone your ability to think, to question, to form reasoned

opinions.

By understanding our political traditions, and the questions
of public policy, you're ensuring that we preserve what works --
_and'that we work for chanée where it's neeaed, In my book,
“that's the best kind of citizenship. Government is not a

'spectator sport. It needs people like you to make it work.

You have it within you to be the leaders of the next century
-- in whatever.field you decide to apply your energy and talents.
Sure, it takes effort. A hands-off approach isn't enough. It
’ / .

means questioning your sources. tooking deeper. Taking nothing

for granted.

That's what education_islall about. I'm looking for ways to
make our sdhools more responsive, and more effective -- through
programs for Merit Schools, a new scholarship program for science

students, ‘and rewards for good teachers.

But'yoﬁ know, the schools are there to serve you. So as we

work to improve the schools, you need to let us know what needs

\

improving.
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And that's one of the reasons I wanted to meet with you
today. I have some definite ideas about education. But I know

you've got ideas of your own.

So I'd like to come down from this podium, here, and open

this up for convérsation, with a few questions...

x k k
.What is the one thing you think would make your school a
better place to learn? . |
o * % %
Whéther ydu're planning on college or not -- how do you
think what youfre learning in school will help you?

* % %

What would you do to get drugs out of the schools?



