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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE OF
) VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 3

\ Shératon-Washington Hotel
: Washington, D.C.

11:08 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you very much, Larry. I
remember. when Larry Rivers first took over,; I was Vice President --
came into greet me. I wasn't sure he knew what he was getting into.
But he's holding up real well -- (laughter) =-- and doing a
first-class job, and& you're lucky to have this dynamic young man as
your leader.

You know, it's a pleasure to be here. I also want to
express my best wishes to a real institution of the VFW -- you know
what I'm talking about -- who I'm talking about =-- Cooper Holt.
(Applause.) I can't believe it -- I can't believe that he's stepping
down this year, after more than a quarter of a century of
distinguished service as Executive Director. But let me tell you
something. Members of the VFW, others who stand for a strong defense
whoever they may be, Cooper has earned the gratitude of veterans
everywhere for making the VFW his life-long cause, but also the way
he has conducted himself in Washington and elsewhere in this high
office. He has my respect and my friendship, and I don't know what
it's going to be like without him around here, I'll tell you.
(Applause.) _

I want to pay my respects to General Al Gray, member of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, a commandant of the Marine Corp,
outstanding soldier -- outstanding Marine, I should say. Sorry, Al.
(Laughter.) Really know how to hurt a guy, but -- (laughter.) But
an outstanding leader. And also, to my former colleague and dear
friend, the veteran's friend, cOngressman Sonny Montgomery, over
here. (Applause.) A

Before I begin -- and I want to talk to you about two or
three major issues -- but before I begin, let me just say a word
about an issue that is of particular importance, I'd say, to the
people in this room. You know John Tower as a fellow veteran, and
you knew him as a life-long public servant, and you also know him as
a fighter. And he's fought for his country as a seventeen-year-old
enlisted man in the United States Navy, and now he and I are fighting
for what I think are some very important principles -- principles
that the American people understand, like fairness and truth; and
principles like the prerocgative of a President of the United States
to assemble the most talented and qualified team to guide this nation
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But today I want to speak about the foundat@ons'of an
adequate national defense program, about the world we live in, and
the challenges and opportunities we'll encounter -- and about the
approach I'll take on issues integral to our own national security.

First, the foundations. A month ago, I presented to the
Congress a sound defense spending plan that makes sense -- .
strategically and fiscally. As a sign that my administration is
serious about the deficit, I called for a freeze in defense spending
in 1990, adjusted only for inflation. And I'm well aware that our
national strength rests ultimately on the health and vigor of the
American economy. And we need a strong defense and we need a strong .
economy, and I mean to preserve both.

But our crucial nilitary modernization plans =-- and the
diverse defense commitments that we must keep -- cannot be achieved
without additional defense funding. And that's why the budget plan
follows ‘the freeze for 1990 with real increases, albiet they small,
with real increases =-=- one percent in 1991 and 1992, and a two
percent increase for 1993.

And my aim is to put defense spending on a modest,
manageable growth path -- one that we can afford and one that will
allow us to modernize and maintain forces that are formidable,
flexible, and ready.

But in the defense debate, what we can and can't afford
isn't just a matter of economics. It's a matter of vital national
security, I say we can't afford to continue the downward trend in
defense spending -- 1989 -- now listen carefully to this -~ 1989 will
be the fourth straight year that budget authority for defense has
declined in real terms. And we've worked hard to rebuild America's
strength -- and it's paid off. Today, America is strong, its voice
is heard, its forces are ready and the values we stand for are more
secure.

Secondly, we can't afford to mistake a more stable
international envircnment as proof that we can spend less on national
defense. The secret to our success can be summed up in a single word
-- strength. And let's sustain the military strength that helped
turn the world situation around.

i And finally, we can afford'adequate defenses. The
defense budget that I'm callihg for in 1990 represents 5.5 percent of
our annual Gross National Product. And that's a far smaller share of
our national wealth than the United States spent on defense at any
point throughout the 1950s or the 1960s —-- periods of rapid and
sustained economic growth though they were:

The bottom line is not a question of cost, or a question

of resources. It's simply a question of will.

. And you have my word -- as long as I am Président,
America will stand fast on the front line in defense of freedom.
(Applause.) -

' Today, around the world, a number of long-standing
reglongl gonfliqtg are closer now to resolution than ever before.
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tha? the changes taking place are significant and far-reaching, but
it is equally true th;t the ultimate outcome of the events unfolding .
in the USSR remains certain.* '

: My view is this -- we should press for progress that
contributes to a more | stable relationship between the United States
and the Soviet Union, |[but we must combine our readiness to build
better relations with |a resolve to maintain defenses adequate to
secure our interests. | America and her allies must recognize that
even in light of the military cuts proposed by President Gorbachev,
the Soviet Union remains the most formidable military power facing
the free world. :

We must be ready to cope with change and favorable _
opportunities -- and ready in any event to defend our interests and
ideals.

And what this means in terms of our national security
should be clear: We need to maintain and modernize our forces --
nuclear and conventional. For America and its allies, a survivable
nuclear force will remain the ultimate deterrent of aggression.

‘We need to make a concerted effort to turn our
technological strengths into a source of advantage to our national
security. And that includes, in my view, vigorous pursuit of the
Strategic Defense Initiative. . '

And we need to make an active effort in arms control --
to strive for increased stability at lower levels, lower levels of
armaments. But I will strongly oppose legislative attempts to
withdraw U.S. troops from Europe unilaterally. Imprudent unilateral
reductions are not the path to peace and security and freedon.
(Applause.) '

And I've been listening to General Gray. We need to keep
our forces ready and well-trained. The dedicated men and women who
serve our country deserve no less.

We need to| reform our procurement process to deliver a
dollar's worth of defense for every dollar we spend. (Applause.)
And the way to do that| is to begin to follow through on the sensible
reforms suggested in the Packard Commission report and the findings
of the defense management review now underway. I'll look carefully
at those management review findings and then move to implement them.

And we neeg‘to maintain the alliance of like-minded
nations in Europe and Qsia that have helped us keep peace in the
post-war era. As strong as we are -- and we are strong -- as strong
as we are, the United States of America in this complex world cannot

go it alone. Keep our|alliances strong.

Before I close, I want to focus for a moment on a threat
no less real than the adversaries you have battled. 'And I'm speaking
about not a military threat; I'm speaking about the insidious threat
to our society and ourj|values =-- drug abuse. The notion that America
is a nation at peace is only partly true, as long as the violence and
destructive power of d%ugs assault our communities.

AN - - - - - . . -
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that's what it takes, we are going to have to go all out. We need to
break the deadly grip of drugs and prevent the drgg scourge from
taking hold. ‘ ~ N - ) . )

And the VFW can help.. Many of you have already.stgrted.
Many of your posts are actively involved. ‘You've got 2:3 m%lllon
members, 750,000 auxiliary mémbers;.lo,OOO'chapters.na;;gnw1de -=- the
VFW is and always will be a respected member of communities across
our country. (Applause.) And today, I call on you to form a
community of action. “For America, whatever it takes" =-- that's the
motto of the VFW.

And you've fought for your nation once and your nation
neads you again. And today, I want to enlist you in the antidrug
campaign. Meet with other leaders .in your community =-- church,
clergy, law enforcement officers. Tell them the VFW volunteers are
ready to help.

And go to to the schools and put the full weight of this
magnificent organization behind the antidrug education effort that
provides our kids with the reasons and willpower that they need to
resist drugs.

: Speak to your state and local elected officials. Urge
them to make the passage of strong antidrug legislation a priority.

I am reaching out to-xou,'so I want to extend my help, as
well., Bill Bennett stands ready to meet with the VFW leadership to
share ideas that can help you map a strategy. :

VFW has proven many times over its dedication to the
health and well-being of our nation -- proven it over and over and
over again. And the fifty young people that you've honored here
today, with whom I had a chance to meet very briefly a minute ago,
underscore the VFW's interest in our nation's youth and in our
future.

I know that we can count on the veterans of America all
across this country to help us wage and win the war on drugs. Your
country needs you once again. (Applause.)

Veterans share a special bond. We've seen the face of
war. We know its terrible costs. Americans never willingly choose
conflict. But we know as well that we must be ready and willing to
respond when our interests and our ideals come under threat.

Let me be very clear. I prefer the diplomatic approach.
Nations can and should explore every avenue toward working out their
differences without resorting to force or military intimidation.

But I'm also a realist. I know that there is no
substitute for a nation's ability to defend its ideals and interests.

And too often, we hear that we face a stark choice in
coping with conflict. We can pursue a diplomatic situation or we can
seek a resolution through military means. One, we're told, is
incompatible with the .other. '
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be an optimist. 1I'd be an optimist about world peace, changes in the
Soviet Union. As I said earlier in this talk, nobody is talking
about the socialist model or the communist model as to a way to solve
their problems. But never forget -- never forget that when a
President of'the United States goes to the negotiating table, the way
to enhance our values ~- the way to enhance the principles that
everybody in this room holds dear is to be dealing from a position of
a strong America. We have the ideals. Keep America strong. \
(Applause.) : : ’

Thank you all and God bless you. And good luck to you
guys. .

END 11:32 A.M. EST
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REMARKS: VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS WASHINGTON CONFERENCE

WASHINGTON, D.C.
MARCH 6, 1989

Thank you. Congressman Derwinski, Commander-in-Chief
Rivers: it is a pleasure to be here this morning. I want to
- express my best wishes to a real VFW institution, my good friend
Cooper Holt, who is stepping down this year after more than a
quarter century of distinguished service as VFW’s Executive
Director. Cooper, you’ve earned the gratitude of veterans

everywhere for making the VFW your lifelong cause.

It is always an honor to meet with the Veterans of Foreign
Wars. The love of liberty is the birthright of all men --
certainly of all Americans. That is why our nation owes a
special debt of gratitude to its veterans, who freely and

courageously took up the defense of freedom.

I am especially pleased to welcome the Department of
Veterans Affairs to a place in the cabinet. It is a sign of
America’s commitment to her veterans -- of the importance we

pPlace in repaying, in some way, the sacrifices veterans have made

in answering their country’s call.
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Today, there are six times as many veterans alive as there

were when the VA was created in 1930. Counting—their-dependents
and_survivors;—about-one=third~of-our-population-now-has-an. _
__immediate-family-invelvement.in.veterans affairs.

Ed Derwinski’s already come to see me to discuss some of the
challenges facing us in veterans programs. With the pressures
the country is under to solve our massive Federal deficit, we may
not be able to do everything we’d like to do in the way of adding
resources for veterans programs, but I can tell you Ed is a

strong advocate for veterans.

I want to speak this morning about a matter of the utmost

importance to the VFW: keeping America strong -- today, and into

the 21st Century.

Opinion is nearly unanimous that today is a time of
transition in world affairs. That means our powers of
observation and analysis -- our ability to sort out change and

continuity -- will be put to the test.

When it comes to predicting the future, Winston Churchill’s
rule is still the best. "I always avoid prophesying beforehand
-- because it is much better policy to prophesy after the event

has already taken place."
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That’s sound advice. \We can’t predict the future -- but we
must do all we can to turn thé opportunities it presents to our

advantage. /
I-am confident we can.

We are, as you know, in the midst of a series of systematic
strategic reviews. 1I’ve asked the members of my national
security team to look hard at the international landscape =-- and
to look forward, to assess the combination of security threats,
technological change, and political and economic developments

that will shape our security horizon well into the next century.

I am convinced that this important exercise will have-
lasting benefits on our national security. 1In my address to
Congress last month, I set a ninety-day deadline for this

el
important worky And-although some of the reviews may be finished

earlier, I won’t rush the final results. The insights we will
gain into the problems we will face in the decades ahead are

worth waiting for.

Today, I want to speak about the foundations of an adequate
national defense program, about the world we live in, and the
challenges and opportunities we’ll encounter -- and about the

approach I’ll take on issues integral to our national security.



First, the foundations. A month ago, I presented to
Congress a sound defense spending plan that makes sense -- both
strategically and fiscally. As a sign that my Administration is
serious about the deficit, I called for a freeze in defense
spending in 1990, adjusted only for inflation. I am well aware
that our national strength rests ultimately on the health and
vigor of the American economy, and I mean to preserve bothy ——
as ”‘rmq s ooy Ge feucse.

But our crucial military modernization plans -- and the
diverse defense commitments we must_ keep =-- cannot be achieved

“H

without additional defense fundingJ’;That is why my budget plan

[ —
follows the freeze for 1990 with real increases of 1 percent in

1991 and 1992, and a 2 percent increase for 1993.

My aim is to put defense spending on a modest, manageable
growth path -- one that will allow us to modernize and maintain

\
forces that are formidable, flexible, and ready Ot dWﬁc,“T%v*Jt we
Caun_ oLl

Now, we’ve all heard critics who tell us America can’t

afford the defenses I’m talking about. Well, the critics are
wrong. The defense expe I am calling for are well within

our economic means.

But in the defense debate, what we can and can’t afford
isn’t just a matter of economics. It’s a matter of vital

national security, and America‘’s place-in-the world: I say:



- We can’t afford td continue the downward trend in defense
spending. 1989 will be the fourth straight year budget authority
for defense has declined in real terms. We’ve worked hard to
rebuild America’s strength -- and it’s paid off. Today, America
is stroné, its voice is heard, and the values we stand for are

more secure.

- We can’t afford to mistake a more stable international
environment as proof we can spend less on national security.
Thé secret to our success can be summed up in a single word:
strength.' Let’s sustain the military strength that helped turn

the world situation around.

- _And finally, we can afford adequate defenses. The defense
budget I am calling for in 1990 represents 5.5% of our annual
GNP. That’s a far smaller sﬁare of our national wealth than
the United States spent on defense at any point throughout the

1950s or 1960s -- periods of rapid and sustained economic growth.

The bottom line is not a question of cost, or a question of

resources. It is simply a question of will.

You have my word: as long as I’m President, America will

stand fast and on the front line in defense of freedom.

Today, around the world, a number of long-étanding regional

conflicts are closer now to resolution than ever Before. The
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stirrings of freedom, and the advance of democratic rule are
evident and undeniable. 1In the economic sphere, the free market
is increasingly seen as an engine of growth and development

unmatched by any other systemn.

Yes, freedom is on the march. But there are still forces
arrayed against it -- regimes whose interests and systems are at
odds with our own and with those of our allies. And the spread

chemical and biological weapons -- along with the means to

" deliver them -- is likely to make the flashpoints that always

exist more dangerous than ever before.

On the key issue of change within the Soviet Union, there
are still far more questions than answers. There is no doubt
that the changes taking place are significant and far-reaching --
but it is equally true that the ultimate outcome of the events

unfolding in the USSR remains uncertain.

My view is that we should press for progress that
contributes to a more stable relationship between the U.S. and
USSR -——whether in the areas of arms reduction, human rights,
regional-conflicts; or other global challenges.- But we must
combine our readiness to build better relations with a resolve to
maintain defenses adequate to secure our interests. America and
her allies must recognize that -- even in light of the military
cuts proposed by President Gorbachev -- the Soviet Union remains

the most formidable military power facing the free world.



We must be ready to cope with change and favorable
opportunities -- and ready in any event to defend our interests

and ideals.

What this means in terms of national security should be

clear:

We need to maintain and modernize our forces -- nuclear and
conventional. For America and its allies, a survivable nuclear

force will remain the ultimate deterrent of aggression.

We need to make a concerted effort to turn our technological
strengths into a source of advantage to our national security.

And that includes vigorous pursuit of SDI.

We need to make an active effort in arms control -- to
strive for increased stability at lower levels of armaments. But {{}f§f
I will strongly oppose legislative attempts to withdraw.U.S
~THPrudewt re Clee ——e ;e

troops from Europe unilaterally.iqUﬁilateral di..smaméﬁ%%

the path to peace, security, and freedom.

We need to keep our forces ready and well-trained. The

dedicated men and women who serve our country deserve no less.

We need to reform our procurement process to deliver a
dollar’s worth of defense for every dollar we spend. The way to

begin is to follow through on the sensible reforms suggested in



the Packard Commission report, and the findings of the defense
management review now underway.
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And we need to maintain the alliance of like-minded naEIBhéi*wmvwf

that has helped us keep the peace in the post-war era. As strong
as we are, America cannot go it alone. Our allies in Europe and _

in Asia share a common form of government, and a-common interest- '
LU/MM/) Lk

— -

—in-peace and freedom: We “must continue to work-

sustain the great collective strength and sense of common-purpose

“that have created the conditions for unparalleledhpeaqe,Mfreedom,

and presperity-

For forty years, our alliance structure gasfﬁeen the

~
cornerstone of American security. Now, peffect agreement will

”

never exist in an alliance of free paﬁions. But there can be no

d

-~

doubt that the benefits of allianhce far outweigh the inevitable
differences of interest ;nd/out ook -- and the partnership of
free nations has nevéf been a mo potent force than it is today.
Before I close today, I want to focus for a moment on a

threat no less real than the adversaries you have battled.

I am speaking about that insidious threat to our society and
our values: drug abuse. The notion that America is a nation at
peace is only partly true, as long as the violence and

destructive power of drugs assault our communities.
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all fronts. We’re going to combat drug abuse with education,
treatment, enforcement and interdiction -- and, yes, with our
nation’s Armed Services when that is what it takes. We need to

break the deadly grip of drugs, and prevent the drug scourge from

taking hold.

The VFW can help. 2.3 million members, 750,000 auxiliary
members, and 10,000 chapters nationwide -- the VFW is a

well-respected member of communities across our nation.

Today, I call on you to form a community of action. "For

America, whatever it takes" -- that’s the proud motto of the VFW.

You’ve fought for your nation once. Your nation needs you

again. Today, I want to enlist you in the anti-drug campaign.

-= Meet with other leaders in your community: church and
clergy, law enforcement officers. Tell them the VFW volunteers

are ready to help.
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== Go to the schools. Put the full weight of the VFW behind the
anti-drug education effort that provides our children with the

reasons and will-power they need to resist drugs.

-= Speak to your state and local elected officials. Urge them

to make the passage of strong anti-drug legislation a priority.

I’'m reaching out to you, so I want to extend my help as
well. Bill Bennett,—the point man in our anti-drug-campaign,—
stands ready to meet with VFW leadership, to share ideas that can

help you map a strategy.

The VFW has proven many times over its dedication to the
health and well-being of our nation. The fifty young people
you’ve honored here today underscore the VFW’s interest in our

nation’s youth and future.

I know we can count on the veterans of America to help us
wage and win the war on drugs.

r*—"’ —
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Veterans share a special bond. We have seen the face of
war. We know its terrible costs. We know that Americans never
willingly choose conflict. But we know as well that we must be

ready and willing to respond when our interests and ideals come

under threat.



- 11 -

Let me be clear. I prefer the diplomatic approach. Nations
can and should explore every avenue toward working out their

differences without resorting to force or military intimidation.

But I am also a realist. I know that there is no substitute

for a nation’s ability to defend its ideals and interests.

Too often, we hear that we face a stark choice in coping
with conflict. We can pursue a diplomatic solution -- or we can
) seek a resolutlon through m111tary means. One, we’re told, is

incompatible with the other.

Well, this doesn’t square with real-world e#pgrience.
Diplomacy and military capability are complementary -- not.
contradictory. Creative diplomacy can help us avert conflict --
negotiations stand the greatest chance of success when they

proceed from a position of strength.

The fundamental lesson of the decade now drawing to a close

is simply this: strength secures peace.

America will continue to be a force for peace and stability

in the world -- provided we stay strong.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you very much, Larry. I
remember when Larry Rivers first took over,; I was Vice President. --
came into greet me. I wasn't sure he knew what he was getting into.
But he's holding up real well -- (laughter) =-- and doing a
first-class job, and you're lucky to have this dynamic young man as
your leader.

You know, it's a pleasure to be here. I also want to
express my best wishes to a real institution of the VFW -- you know
what I'm talking about -~ who I'm talking about -- Cooper Holt.
(Applause.) I can't believe it -- I can't believe that he's stepping
down this year, after more than a quarter of a century of .
distinguished service as Executive Director. But let me tell you
something. Members .of the VFW, others who stand for a strong defense
whoever they may be, Cooper has earned the gratitude of veterans
everywhere for making the VFW his life-long cause, but also the way
he has conducted hlmself in Washington and elsewhere in this high
office. He has my respect and my friendship, and I don't know what
it's going to be like without him around here, I'll tell you.
(Applause.)

I want to pay my respects to General Al Gray, member of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, a commandant of the Marine Corp,
outstanding soldier -- outstanding Marine, I should say. Sorry, Al.
(Laughter.) Really know how to hurt a guy, but -- (laughter.) But
an outstanding leader. And also, to my former colleague and dear
friend, the veteran's friend, Congressman Sonny Montgomery, over
here. (Applause.) .

Before I begin -- and I want to talk to you about two or
three major issues -- but before I begin, let me just say a word
about an issue that is of particular importance, I'd say, to the
people in this room. You know John Tower as a fellow veteran, and
you knecw him as a life-long public servant, and you also know him as
a fighter. And he's fought for his country as a seventeen-year-old
enlisted man in the United . States Navy, and now he and I are fighting
for what I think are some very important principles -- principles
that the American people understand, like fairness and truth; and
principles like the prercgative of a President of the United States
to assemble the most talented and qualified team to guide this nation

~_



the Pentagon.

Enough of that now. (Laughter.) I wanted to get it off
my chest. I'm getting sick and tired of some of the rumors and the
innuendos -- (applause) -- that are used against this decent man.

(Applause.)
Back to the

Look it's &
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certainly all Americans
debt of gratitude to it
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gentler and kinder message. (Laughter.)
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I've asked the members of my national security team to look hard at
the international landscape and to look forward to assess the

combination of securitv

1threats. technological change and political



- 3 -

" ‘But today I want to speak about the foundations of an
adequate national defense program, about the world we live in, and
the challenges and opportunities we'll encounter -- and about the
approach I'll take on issues integral to our own national security.

First, the foundations. A month ago, I presented to the
Congress a sound defense spending plan that makes sense --
strategically and fiscally. As a sign that my administration is
serious about the deficit, I called for a freeze in defense spending
in 1990, adjusted only. for inflation. And I'm well aware that our
national strength rests ultimately on the health and vigor of the
American economy. And we need a strong defense and we need a strong .
economy, and I mean to preserve both.

. But our crucial military modernization plans -- and the
diverse defense commitments that we must keep -- cannot be achieved
without additional defense funding. And that's why the budget plan
follows ‘the freeze for 1990 with real increases, albiet they small,
with real increases --i one percent in 1991 and 1992, and a two
percent increase for 1993.

And my aim! is to put defense spending on a modest,
manageable growth path, -- one that we can afford and one that will
allow us to modernize and maintain forces that are formidable,

flexible, and ready. | :

But in thel defense debate, what we can and can't afford
isn't just a matter of economics. 1It's a matter of vital national
security, I say w2 can't afford to continue the downward trend in
defense spending -- 1989 =-- now listen carefully to this -~ 1989 will
be the fourth straight| year that budget authority for defense has
declined in real terms. And we've worked hard to rebuild America's
strength -- and it's paid off. Today, America is strong, its voice
is heard, its forces a?e ready and the values we stand for are more
secure. _ | : :

I
|
|

Secondly, we can't afford to mistake a more stable
international envircnment as proof that we can spend less on national
defense. The secret to our success can be summed up in a single word
-- strength. And let's sustain the military strength that helped
~turn the world situation around. '

And finally, we can afford adequate defenses. The
defense budget that I'm calling for in 1990 represents 5.5 percent of
our annual Gross Nationhal Product. And that's a far smaller share of
our national wealth th?n the United States spent on defense at any
point throughout the 1950s or the 1960s -- periods of rapid and
sustained economic growth though they were.

The bottom line is not-a question of cost, or a question
of resources. It's simply a question of will.

And you ha&e my word -- as long as I am President,
America will stand fast on the front line in defense of freedom.
(Applause.) i- ‘
. |
Today, aropnd the world, a number of long-standing
regional gonflicts are closer now tg resdlu@iqn than ever before.

i
|
|
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it is equally true that the ultimate outcome of the events unfolding
in the USSR remains certain.*
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reductions are not the path to peace and security and freedom.

(Applause.)

And I've been listening to General Gray

our forces ready and
serve our country des

We need to keep
ell-trained. The dedicated men and women who

‘rve no less.

We need to reform our procurement process to deliver a

dollar's worth of defense for every dollar we spend.

And the way to do tha

' (Applause.)

is to begin to follow through on the‘Sensible,

reforms suggested in the Packard Commission report and the findings
of the defense manage ent review now underway. I'll look carefully
at those management review findings and then move to implement them.

d to maintain the alliance of like-minded

Asia that have helped us keep peace in the

ng as we are -- and we are strong -- as strong
States of America in this complex world cannot
alliances strong.

, - And we nee
nations in Europe and
post-war era. As stro
as we are, the United
go it alone. Keep our

Before I close, I want to focus for a moment on a threat
no less real than the adversaries you have battled. And I'm speaking
about not a military threat; I'm speaking about the insidious threat
to our society and our values =-- drug abuse. The notion that America
is a nation at peace is only partly true, as long as the violence and
destructive power of drugs assault our communities.

. wm A . . e _._. % L2 . v _ar_ —_—en L A
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that's what it takes, we are going to have to go all out. We need to
break the deadly grip of drugs and prevent the drug scourge from
taking hold.

And the VFW can help. ‘Many of you have already‘started.
Many of your posts are actively involved. You've got 2.3 million
members, 750,000 auxiliary members, 10,000 chapters nationwide -- the
VFW is and always will be a respected member of communities across
our country. (Applause.) And today, I call on you to form a
community of action. "Por America, whatever it takes" -- that's the
mottc of the VFW.

And you've fought for your nation once and your nation
neads you again. And today, I want to enlist vou in the antidrug
campaign. Meet with other leaders in your community =-- church,
clergy, law enforcement officers. Tell them the VFW volunteers are
ready to help.

And go to to the schools and put the full weight of this
magnificent organizaticn behind the antidrug education effort that
provides our kids with the reasons and willpower that they need to
resist drugs. }

Speak to your state and local elected officials. Urge
them to make the passage of strong antidrug legislation a priority.

I am reaching out to you, so I want to extend my help, as
well. Bill Bennett stands ready to meet with the VFW leadership to
share ideas that can help you map a strategy.

VFW has proven many times over its dedication to the
health and well-being of our nation -- proven it over and over and
over again. And the fifty young people that you've honored here
today, with whom I had a chance to meet very briefly a minute ago,
underscore the VFW's 1nterest in our nation's youth and in our
future.

I know that we can count on the veterans of America all
across this country to help us wage and win the war on drugs. Your
country needs you once again. (Applause.)

Veterans share a special bond. We've seen the face of
war. We know its terrible costs. Americans never willingly choose
conflict. But we know as well that we must be ready and willing to
respond when our 1nterests and our ideals come under threat.

Let me be|very clear. I prefer the diplomatic approach.
Nations can and should explore every avenue toward working out their
differences without resortlng to force or military intimidation.

But I'm also a reallst. I know that there is no
substitute for a nation's ability to defend its ideals and interests.

And too often, we hear that we face a stark choice in
coping with conflict. . We can pursue a diplomatic situation or we can
seek a resolution through military means. One, we're told, is
incompatible with the .other. ‘
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' (Applause.)

-6 -

be an optlmlst. I'd be an optlmist about world peace, changes in the
Soviet Union. As I sald earlier in this talk, nobody is talking
about the socialist model or the communist model as to a way to solve
their problems. But never forget -- never . fcrget that when a
President of the United States goes to the negotiating table, the way
to enhance our values +- the way to enhance the principles that
everybody in this room holds dear is to be dealing from a position of
a strong America. We have the ideals. Keep America strong.

Thank you lll and Géd bless you. And good luck to you

<

guys.

END - 11:32 A.M. EST
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REMARKS: VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS WASHINGTON CONFERENCE

WASHINGTON, D.C.
MARCH 6, 1989

Thank you. {Acknowledgements, Secretary-designate Derwinski,
Mr. Cooper Holt, Executive Director of VFW, Mr. Larry Rivefs,
Commander-in-Chief, VFW.} It is always an honor to meet with the
Vete;ans of Foreign Wars. The love of liberty is the birthright
of all men -- certainly of all Americans. That is why our nation
owes a special debt.of gratitude to its veterans, whb freely and

courageously took up the defense of freedom.

I am especially pleased to welcome.the Department of
Veterans Affairs to a place in the cabinet. It is a sign of
' Aﬁerica’s commitment to her-veterans -- of the importance we
place in repaying, in some way, the sacrifices veterans ﬁave made

in answering their country’s call.

I want to speak this morning about a matter of the utmost
importance to the VFW: keeping America strong -- foday, and into

the 21st Céntury.

Opinion is nearly unanimous that today is a time of

transition in world affairs. That means our powers of



observation and analysis -- our ability to sort out change and

continuity -- will be put to the test.

When it comes to predicting the future, Winston Churchill’s
rule is still the best. "I always avoid prophesying beforehand
-- because it is much better policy to prophesy after the event

has already taken place."

That’s sound advice. We can’t predict the future -- but we
must do all we can to turn the opportunities it presents to our

advantage.
I am confident we can.

We are, as you know, in the midst of a serious and
systematic strategic review. 1I’ve asked the members of my
national security team to look hard at the international
landscape -- and to look forward, to assess the combination of
security threats, technological change, and political and
economic developments that will shape our security horizon well
into the next century.
OIS

I am convinced that this important exercise will have s A

—

/'
lasting benefits on our national security, strategy. In my

address to Congress last month, I set a ninety-day deadline for

this review. I won’t rush the final result. The insights it
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will provide into the forces we will face in the decades ahead

are worth waiting for.

Today, I want to speak about the foundations of an adequate
national defense program, about the world we live in, and the
challenges and opportunities we’ll encounter -- and about the

approach I’1l1 take on issues integral to our national security.

First, the foundations. Nearly two months ago, I presented

Mﬁkwﬂdv"” Lect
to Congress grdefensgrspending plan that is-sound;—and makes

-, Sense -- both strategically and fiscally. As a sign that my

Administration is serious about the deficit, I called for a
freeze in defense spending in 1990, adjustigéfonly for inflation.
I am well aware that our national strength rests ultimately on
the health and vigor of the American economy, and I mean to

preserve both.

But our crucial military modernization plans -- and the
diverse defense commitments we must keep -- cannot be achieved
without additional defense funding. That is why my budget plan
follows the freeze for 1990 with real increases of 1 percent in

1991 and 1992, and a 2 percent increase for 1993.

My aim is to put defense spending on a modest, manageable
gy

path of %rowth -- one that will allow us to modernize and

maintain forces that are formidable, flexible, and ready.



Now, we’ve all heard the critics who tell us America can’t
afford the defenses I’m talking about. Well, the critics are
wrong. The defense expenditures I am calling for are well within

our economic means.

But in the defense debate, what we can and can’t afford
isn’t just a matter of economics. 1It’s a matter of vital

national security, and America’s place in the world. I say:

( ’\;yf““ﬁykw
- We can’t afford to continue the downward trend in defense.
Wil e Npudget cuthor ey so— )

spending. 1989 ‘is the fourth straight yea%{d@féﬁséhspendéngAhas“’
declined in real terms. We’ve worked hard to rebuild America’s
strength -- and it’s paid off. Today, America is strong, its

voice is heard, and the values we stand for are more secure.

- We can’t afford to mistake a more stable international
environment as proof we can spend less on national security.
The secret to our success can be summed up in a single word:
strength. Let’s sustain the military strength that helped turn

the world situation around.

-- And finally, we can afford adequate defenses. The defense
budget I am calling for in 1990 represents 5.5% of our annual
GNP. That’s a far smaller share of our national wealth than
the United States spent on defense at any point throughout the

1950s or 1960s -- periods of rapid and sustained economic growth.



The bottom line is not a question of cost, or a question of

resources. It is simply a question of will.

You have my word: as long as I’m President, America will

stand fast and on the front line in defense of freedom.

Today, the world scene looks relatively stable and secure.
Around the world, a number of long-standing regional conflicts
are closer now to resolution than ever before. The stirrings of
freedom, and the advance of democratic rule are evident and
undeniable. In the economic sphere, the free market is
increasingly seen as an engine of growth and development

unmatched by any other system.

Yes, freedom is on the march. But there are still forces
arrayed against it -- regimes wgpﬁe interests and systems are at
odds with our own and wiﬁhﬁcéiciiliesﬁ; And the spread of
weapons of mass destruction -- along with the means to deliver

them -- is likely to make the flashpoints that always exist more

dangerous than ever before.

On the key issue of change within the Soviet Union, there
are still far more questions than answers. There is no doubt
that the changes taking place are significant and far-reaching --
but it is equally true that the ultimate outcome of the events

unfolding in the USSR remains uncertain.



My view is that we should press for progress that
contributes to a more stable relationship between the U.S. and
USSR -- whether in the areas of arms control, human rights, or
regional conflicts. But we must combine our readiness to build
better relations with a resolve to maintain defenses adequate to
secure our interests. America and her allies must recognize
that -- even in light of the military cuts proposed by President
Gorbachev -- the Soviet Union remains the most formidable

military power facing the free world.

We must be ready to cope with change and favorable
opportunities -- and ready in any event to defend our interests

and ideals.

What this means in terms of national security should be

clear:

We need to maintain and modernize our forces -- strategic
and conventional. For America and its allies, a survivable

nuclear force will remain the ultimate deterrent of aggression.

We need to make a concerted effort to turn our technological
strengths into a source of advantage to our national security.

NAY/ VAT V%%
And that includes anactive & d aggressive pursuit of SDI.

We need to make an active effort in arms control -- to

strive for increased stability at lower levels of armaments.
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We need to keep our forces ready and well-trained. our
—he SCVOE, oW Cauning
dedicated -servieemen and sefvieewomeﬁ%dééerve no less.

We need to reform our procurement process to deliver a
w a
dollar’s worth of defense for every dollar we spend. The piaev»
to begin is to follow through on the sensible reforms suggested

in the Packard Commission report on defense management.

And we need to maintain the alliance of like-minded nations
that has helped us keep the peace in the post-war era. As strong
as we are, America cannot go it alone. Our allies in Europe and
in Asia share a common form of government, and a common interest
in peace and freedom. We must continue to work together to
sustain the great collective strength and sense of common purpose
that have created the conditions for unparalleled peace, freedom,

and prosperity.

For forty years, our alliance structure has been the
cornerstone of American security. Now, perfect agreement will
never exist in an alliance of free nations. But there can be no
doubt that the benefits of alliance far outweigh the inevitable
differences of interest and outlook -- and the partnership of

free nations has never been a more potent force than it is today.

kkkkk

Before I close today, I want to focus for a moment on a

threat no less real than the adversaries you have battled.



I am speaking about that insidious threat to our society and
our values: drug abuse. The notion that America is a nation at
peace is only partly true, as long as the violence and

destructive power of drugs assault%’our communities.

I have sworn myself and members of my Administration to wage
a war on drug abuse. This war is unconditional -- and this war

must be won.

I mean to mobilize all our resources, and wage this war on
all fronts. We’'re going to combat drug abuse with education,
treatment, enforcement and interdiction -- and, yes, with our
nation’s Armed Services when that is what it takes. We need to
break the deadly grip of drugs where it-exists, and prevent the

drug scourge from taking hold.

The VFW can help. Two million members, 10,000 chapters
nationwide -- the VFW is a well-respected member of

communities across our nation.

Today, I call on you to form a community of action. '"For

America, whatever it takes" -- that'’s the proud motto of the VEW.

you’ve fought for your nation once. Your nation needs you

again. Today, I want to enlist you in the anti-drug campaign.

ﬁ,-_ A



-- Meet with other leaders in your community: church and
clergy, law enforcement officers. Tell them the VFW volunteers

are ready to help.

== Go to the schools. Put the full weight of the VFW behind the
) 724~
anti-drug education effort that provides our childreg;the reasons

and tke will-power they need to resist drugs.

-- Speak to your state and local elected officials. Urge them

to make the passage of strong anti-drug legislation a prioirity.

I’'m reaching out to you, so I want to extend my help as
well. Bill Bennett, the point man in our anti-drug campaign,
stands ready to meet with VFW leadership, to share ideas that can

help you map a strategy.

The VFW has proven many times over its dedication to the
health and well-being of our nation. I know we can count on the

veterans of America to help us wage and win the war on drugs.

kkkkdk

Veterans share a special bond. We have seen the face of
war. We know its terrible costs. We know that Americans never
willingly choose conflict. But we know as well that we must be
ready and willing to respond when our interests and ideals come

under threat.



Let me be clear. I prefer the diplomatic approach. Nations
can and should explore every avenue toward working out their

/ n
\ s o . A .
differences without resort to force or military intimidation.

But I am also a realist. I know that there is no substitute

for a nation’s ability to defend its ideals and interests.

Too often, we hear that we face a stark choice in coping
with conflict. We can pursue a diplomatic solution -- or we can
seek a resolution through military means. One, we’re told, is

incompatible with the other.

Well, this doesn’t square with real-world experience. Ehe
fact—is that diplomacy and military capability are complementary

-- not contradictory. I=kmnew-that creative diplomacy can help us

—

avert conflict -- and-I-know that negotiations stand the greatest

chance of success when they proceed from a position of strength.

The fundamental lesson of the decade now drawing to a close

is simply this: strength secures peace.

H
America @éﬂlcontinue to be a force for peace and stability

in the world -- provided we stay strong.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.



TOWER INSERT/VFW

I AM PLEASED TO BE JOINED HERE TODAY BY JOHN TOWER,
A FELLOW VETERAN AND LIFELONG PUBLIC SERVANT. SENATOR
TOWER IS A FIGHTER. HE FOUGHT FOR HIS COUNTRY, JOINING
THE NAVY AT THE AGE OF SEVENTEEN. HE’'S FOUGHT FOR OUR
COUNTRY'S BEST INTERESTS

Q
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--TWENTY-FOUR YEARS IN THE SENATE, AND ACROSS THE
NEGOTIATING TABLE WITH THE SOVIETS. HE’'S BEEN A
DRIVING FORCE IN RESTORING AMERICA'S STRENGTH AND
RESOLVE.

JOHN TOWER IS FIGHTING TODAY -- FOR A FAIR SHAKE IN
THE SENATE, FOR A DECISION BASED ON FACT AND ON PROVEN
PERFORMANCE, NOT ON ALLEGATIONS THAT FAIL, IN THE FINAL
ANALYSIS, TO STAND UP UNDER SCRUTINY. I STAND BY JOHN
TOWER.

- 3 =
HE'S UNIQUELY QUALIFIED, TOUGH, AND EXPERIENCED -- HE'S
THE RIGHT MAN TO TAKE CHARGE AT THE PENTAGON.



Be%mrﬂ% I begin let me just say & word about an issue that s I'm
sure 1s of particular ioportance to the people in this room.
know John Tower as a fellow veteran, and as a lifelong public
servant. You also know him as a fighter. He's fought for his
by # a seventeen-vear-old in the NMavy, and
fighting for soms very important principles
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fairness and btruth.

the prerogative of the Fresident to assemble the
most talented and gualified team to guide this nation forward.

I have asked the Senate to
principles in omind. I wve

partisanship. i
John Towsr
and &

te on this nomination with those
asked Senators to put aside

ol then to use thelr own
on defense ssues,

a tough, hard-nosed negotiator,

experience with
as a former colleague,
to guide them as they move

£

towar

Vi oarr his nomination.

I stand by John Tower...not

Just because he is my friend, but
more importantly because he

s ounlaguely aualified as the idee rioht




DRAFT

(McGroarty/Blessey)
March 3, 1989
3:30pm

danl

TOWER INSERT/VFW

I am pleased to be joined here today by John Tower, a fellow
veteran and lifelong public servant. Senator Tower is a fighter.
He fought for his country, joining the Navy at the age of
seventeen. He’s fought for our country’s best interests --
twenty-four years in the Senate, and across the negotiating table
with the Soviets. He’s been a driving force in restoring
America’s strength and resolve.

John Tower is fighting today -- for a fair shake in the
Senate, for a decision based on fact and on proven performance,
not on allegations that fail, in the final analysis, to stand up
under scrutiny. I stand by John Tower. He’s weld-qualified,
tough, and experienced -- and he’s the right man to take charge
at the Pentagon. N

g
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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TO: Bridget Montagne

* FROM: Tim McBride

12 Pages to follow ;

The bottom of page 1 reads "(over)"; The President's note on theback will
be faxed as the last page.
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Thank you. Congressman Derwinski, Commander-in-Chief
Rivers: it is a pleasure to be here this morning. I want to
express my best wishes to a real VFW institution, my good friend
Cooper Holt, who is stepping down this year after more than a
quarter century of distinguished service as VFW’s Executive
Director. Cooper, you’‘ve earned the gratitude of veterans

everywhere for making the VFW your lifelong cause.

It is always an honor to meet with the Veterans of Foreign
Wars. The love of liberty is the birthright cf all men --
certainly of all Americans. That is why our nation owes a
special debt of gratitude to its veterans, who freely and

courageously took up the defense of freedom.

I am especially pleased to welcome the Department of
Veterans Affairs to a place in the cabinet. It is a sign of
America’s commitment to her veterans =-- of the importance we

place in repaying, in some way, the sacrifices veterans have made

in answering their country’s call y \\yﬁvvﬁt—
. g ry . w ek
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Today, there are six times as many veterans alive as there
were whan the VA was created in is:o. Counting their dependents

and survivors, about one-third of our population new has an

immediate family involvement in veterans atfairs.

Ed Derwinski'slalready come to see me to discuss some of the
cﬁallenges facing us in veterans programs. With the pressures
the country is under to solve our'massive Federal deficit, we may
not be able to do everything we’d like to do in the way of addinq-
resources for veterans programs, but I can tell you Ed ia a

strong advocate for veterans.

I want to speak this morning about a matter of the utmost
importance to the VFW: keeping America strong -- today, and into
the 21st Century.

Opinion is nearly unanimous that today is a time of
transition in world affairs. That means our powers of
observation and analysis -- our abillity to sort out chanQe and

continuity ~- will be put to the test.

When it comes to predicting the future, Winston Churchill’s

.= e Lenb T rpwﬁfw { stemel #M"'

o "p‘ rule is still the best. "I always avoid prophesying beforehand

’r’oh- because it is much bettef policy to prophesy after the avent

has already taken place,®
i"} EM"VI“" T e +h.4—ow.—'b‘°‘0"' Las

odpomb— /’CM‘ b-w‘-;
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{/ That/s sound/advice. We cpn’t ps,délt the futurs -- DMt we
must do’all we Lan to turn thé oppoptunities it présents Tto our
aav ge.

We are, as you know, in the midst of a series of systematic

strategic reviews. I’ve asked the members of my national
security team to look hard at the international landscape -- and
to look forward, to assess the combination of security threats,
technological change, and political and econonic developments

that will shape our security horizon well into the next century.

I am convinced that this important exercise will have
lasting benefits on our national security. In my address to
Congress last month, I set a ninety-day deadline for this
important work. And although some of the reviews may be finished
earlier, I won’t rush the final results. The insights we will
gain into the problems we will face in the decades ahead are

worth waiting for.

Today, I want to speak about the foundations of an adsequate
national defense program, about the world we live in, and the
challenges and opportunities we’ll encounter -- and about the

approach I’1l take on issues integral to our national security.
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First, the foundations. A month ago, I presented to
Congress a sound defense spending plan that makes sense -- both
strategically and fiscally. As a sign that my Adnministration is
serious about the deficit, I called for a freeze in defense
spending in 1990, adjusted only for inflation. I am well aware
that our national strength rests ultimately on the health and
vigor of the American economy,.@md I mean to preserve bothg
A ’M eConony ok a sw%#kﬁ»b

But our crucial military modernization plans ~- and the
diverse defense commitments we must keep -- cannot be achieved
without additional defense funding.H That is why my budget plan
follows the freeze for 1990 with real increases of 1 percent in

1991 and 1992, and a 2 percent increase for 1993.

My aim is to put defense spending on a modest, manageable
growth path -- one that will allow us to modernize and maintain

forces that are formidable, flexible, and ready.

Now, we’ve all heard the critics who tell us America can’t
afford the defenses I’m talking about. Well, the critics are
wrong. The defense expenditures I am calling for are well within

our econonic means.

But in the defense debate, what we can and can’t afford

isn’t just a matter of economics. It’s a matter of vital

national security, and America’s place in the world. I say:
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;- He can’t afford to continue the downward trend in defense
spending. 1989 will be tha fourth straight year budget authority
for defense has declined ih real terms, We’ve worked hard to
rebuild America’s strength -- and it’s paid off. Today, America
is strong, its voice is heard, and the values we stand for are

nore sacure.

~-- He can’t afford to mistake a more stable international
environment as’proof we can spend less on national security.
The secret to our success can be summed up in a'single word:
stfength. Let’s sustain the military strength that helped turn'

the wor1¢ gituation around.

~= And fipally, we gan afford adequate defenses. The defense
budget I am calling for in 1990 represents 5.5% of our annual
GNP. That’s a far smaller share of our national wealth than
the United States spent on defense at any polnt throughout the

19508 or 1960s ~- periods of rapid and sustained economic growth.,

The bottom line is not a question of cost, or a question of

resources. It is simply a cquestion of will.

You have my word: as long as I’m President, America will

stand fast and on the front line in defense of freedom.

Today, around the world, a number of long-standing regional

conflicts are closer now to resolution than ever before. ‘fhe
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stirrings of freedom, and the advance of democratic rule are
evident and undeniable. In the economic sphere, the free market
is increasingly seen as an engine of growth and development

unmatched by any other system.

Yes, freedom is on the march. But there are still forces
arrayed against it =-- regimes whose interests and systems are at
odds with our own and with those of our allies. And the spread
chemical and biological weapons =< along with the means to
deliver them -- is likely to make the flashpoints that always

exist more dangerous than ever before.

On the key issue of change within the Soviet Union, there
are still far more guestions than answers. There is no doubt
that the changes taking place are significant and far-reaching --
put it is equally true that the ultimate outcome of the events

unfolding in the USSR remains uncertain.

My view is that we should press for progress that
contributes to a more stable relationship between the U.S. and
USSR -- whether in the areas of arms reduction, human rights,
regional conflicts, or other global challenges. But we must
combine our readiness to build better relations with a resolve to
maintain defenses adegquate to secure our interests. America and
her allies must recognize that == even in light of the military
cuts proposed by President Gorbachev -- the Soviet Union remains

the most feormidable military power facing the free world.
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We must be ready to cope with change and favorable 3’

opportunities ~- and ready in any event to defend our interests

and ideals.

What this means in terms of national security should be

clear:

We need to maintain and modernize our forces =- nuclear and
conventional. For America and its allies, a survivable nuclear

force will remain the ultimate deterrent of aggression.

We need to make a concerted effort to turn our technological
strengths into a source of advantage to our national security.

And that includes vigorous pursuit of SDI.

We need to make an active effort in arms control -- to
strive for increased stability at lower levels of armaments. But
I will strongly oppose legislatigf attempts to witndraw : ¢ \5¢%A<
troops from Europe unilaterally.‘ ilateral disaanofzyﬁces not

the path to peace, security, and freedom.

We need to keep our forces ready and well-trained. The

dedicated men and women who serve our country deserve no less.

We need to reform our procurement process to deliver a

dollar’s worth of defense for every dollar we spend. The way to

bagiln le to follow thivugh on the sensible lefoius suggested in
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the Packafd Commission report, and the findings of the defaense

management review now underway.

And ve need to maintain the alliance of like-ninded nations

that has helped us keep the peace in the post-war era. As strong

as we are, America cannot go it alone, Our allies in Europe and

in Asia share a common form of government, and a common interest

in peace and freedom. We must continue to work together €6 " R
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the Packard COmnisuion'report. and the findinqs_o!'thi defense

management review now underway.

And we need to maintain the alliance of like-minded nations
that has helped us keep the peace in the post~war era. As strong
as we are, America cannot go it alone. Our allies in Eurcpe and
in Asia share a common form of government, and a common interest
in peace and freedom. We must continue to work together to
sustain the great collective strength and sense of common pﬁrpose

that have created the conditions for unparalleled peace, freedom,

'_and prosperity.

For forty years, our alliance structurs has been the
cornerstone of American security. Now, perfect agreement will
- never exist in an alliance of free nations. But there can be no
doubt that the benefits of alliance far outweigh the inevitable
differences of intereét and outlook -- and the partnership of |

free nations has never been a more potent force than it is today.

Before I close today, I want to focus for a moment on a

threat no less real than the adversaries you have battled.

I am speaking about that insidious threat to our society and
our values: drug abuse. The notion that America is a nation'at
peace is only partly true, as long as the violence and

destructive power of drugs assault our communities.
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I mean to mobilize all our resources, and wage this war on'éi:,
all fronts. We’re going to combat drug abuse with education, Q@:ﬁkg
treatment, enforcement and interdiction -- and, yes, with our
nation’s Armed Services when that is what it takes. We need to
break the deadly grip of drugs, and prevent the drug scourge from

taking hold.

The VFW can help. 2.3 million members, 750,000 auxiliary
members, and 10,000 chapters nationwide -- the VFW is a

well-respected member of communities acress our nation.

Today, I call on you to form a community of action. "For

America, whatever it takes" -- that’s the proud motto of the VFW.

You’ve fought for your nation once. Your nation needs you

again. Today, I want to enlist you in the anti-drug campaign.

-- Meet with other leaders in your community: church and
clergy, law enforcement officers. Tell them the VFW volunteers

are ready to help.
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-- Go to the schools. Put the full weight of the VFW behind the
anti=-drug education effort that provides our children with the

reasons and will-power they need to resist drugs.

-- §peak to your state and local elected officials. Urge thenm

to make the passage of strong anti-drug legislation a priority.

I’'m reaching ocut to you, so I want to extend my help as

v

AR
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== Go to the schools. Put the full veight of the VFW behind the
anti-drug education effort that provides our children with the

reasons and will-power they need to resist drugs.

== 8peak to your state ana local elected officials. Urge them
to make the passage of strong anti-drug legislation a priority,

L 4

I'm reaching out to you, so I want to extend my help as
well. Bill Bennett, ;he.pnint_nnn_in_nnx-antf-druq*campgtgn~\
stands ready to meet with VFW leadership, to share ideas that can

help you map a strategy.

The VFW has proven many times over its dedication to the
health and well-being of our nation, Tha fifty young people
You’ve honored here today underscore the VFWw's interest in our

nation’s youth and future.

I know we can count on the veterans of America to help us
wage and win the war on drugs.
<T1L/J¢»ukf;é-:5
Veterans share a special bond. We have seen the face of
war. We know its terrible costs. We know that Americans never
willingly choose conflict, But we know as well that we must be

ready and willing to respond when our interests and ideals come

under threat,
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Lot me be clear. I prefer the diplomatic approach. Nations
can and should explore every avenue toward working out their

differences without resorting to force or military intimidation.

But I am also a realist. I know that there is no substitute

-
for a nation’s ability to defend its ideals and interests.

Too often, we hear that we face a stark choice in coping
with conflict. We can pursue a diplomatic solution -~ or we can
seek a resolution through military means, One, we’re told, is

incompatible with the other.

Well, this dcesn’t équare with real-world experience.
Diplomacy and military capability are complementary -~ not
contradictory. _Creative diplomacy can help us avert‘conflict -
negotiations stand the greatest chance of success when they

proceed from a position of strength.

The fundamental lesson of the decade now drawing to a close

is»simply this: strength secures peace,

America will continue to be a force for peace and stability

in the world -- provided we stay strong.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON

FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A%/
SUBJECT: Remarks: Veterans of Foreign Wars Washington
Conference

I have reviewed briefly the remarks of the President for
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and have no policy problems with
it nor editorial suggestions.

cc: James W. Cicconi
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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REMARKS:

Please provide your comments/recommendations directly to
Chriss Winston's office (Rm. 122, x2930) with an info copy
to my office by c.o.b. TODAY. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Clicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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Thank you. {(Acknowledgements, Secretary-designate Derwinski,
Mr. Cooper Holt, Executive Director of VFW, Mr. Larry Rivers, _
Commander-in-Chief, VFW.) It is always an honor to meet with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. The love of liberty is the birthright
of all men -- certainly éf all Americans. That is why our nation
owes a special debt of gratitude to its veterans, who freely and

courageously took up the defense of freedom.

I am.especially pleased»to welcome the Departmeqt of
Veterans Affairs to a place in the cabinet. It is a sign 6f
' America’s commitment to her veterans -- of the importance we
place in repaying, .in soﬁe way, the sacrifices veterans have made

in answering their country’s call.

I want to speak this mbrning about a matter of the utmost
importance to the VFW: keeping America strong -- today, and into

the 21st Céntury.

Opinion is nearly unanimous that today is a time of

transition in world affairs. That means our powers of



observation and ;nalysis -=- our ability to sort out change and

continuity -- will be put to the test.

When it comes to predicting the future, Winston Churchill'’s
rule is still the best. "I always avoid prophesying beforehand
-- because it is much better policy to prophesy after the event

has already taken place."

That’s sound advice. We can’t predict the future -- but we
must do all we can to turn the opportunities it presents to our

_ advantage.
I am confident we can.

We are, as you know, in the midst of a serious and
systematic strategic review; I’ve asked the members of my
national security team to look hard at the international
'landscape -- and to look forward, to assess the combination of
security threats, technological Chénée, and political and
economic developments that will shape our security horizon well

into the next century.

I am convinced that this important exercise will have
lasting benefits on our national security strategy. In my
address to Congress last month, I set a ninety-day deadline for

this review. I won’t rush the final result. The insights it



will provide int;'the forces we will face in the decades ahead

are worth waiting for.

Today, I want to spéak about the foundations of an adequate
national defense program, about the world we live in, and the
challenges and opportunities we’ll encounter =-- and about the

approach I‘’11 take on issues integral to our national security.

First, the foundations. Nearly two months ago, I presented
to Congress a defense spending plan that is sound, and makes
sense -- both strategically and fiscally. As a sign thaf my
Administration is serious about the deficit, I called for a
freeze in defense spending in 1990, adjusting only for inflation.
I am well aware that our national sﬁrength rests ultimately on
the health and vigor of the American economy, and I mean to

preserve both.

But our crucial military modernization plans -- and the
diverse defense commitments we must kéep == cannot be achieved
without additional defense funding. That is why my budget plan
follows the freeze for 1990 with real increases of 1 percent in

1991 and 1992, and a 2 percent increase for 1993.

My aim is to put defense spending on a modest, manageable
path of growth -- one that will allow us to modernize and

maintain forces that are formidable, flexible, and ready.



Now, we’ve all heard the critics who tell us America can’t
afford éﬁe defenses I’m talking about. Well, the critics are
wrong. The defense expenditures I am calling for are well within

\

our economic means.
But in the defense debate, what we can and can’t afford
isn’t just a matter of economics. It’s a matter of vital

national security, and America’s place in the world. I say:

- We can’t afford to continue the downward trend in defense

spending. 1989 is the fourth straight year defense spending has
declined in real terms. We’ve worked hard to rebuild America’s
strength -- and it’s paid off. Today, America is strong, its

voice is heard, and the values we stand for are more secure.

-—- We can’t afford to mistake a more stable international
environment as proof we can spend less on national security.
The secret to our success can be summed up in a single w&rd:’
strength. Let’s sustain.the military strength that helped turn

the world situation around.

- And finally, we can afford adequate defenses. The defense
budget I am calling for in 1990 represents 5.5% of our annual
GNP. That’s a far smaller share of our national wealth than
the United States spent on defense at any point throughout the

19508 or 1960s -- periods of rapid and sustained economic growth.



The bottom line is not a question of cost, or a question of

resources. It is simply a question of will.

You have my word: as long as I’m President, America will

stand fast and on the front line in defense of freedom.

Today, the world scene looks relatively stable and secure.
Around the world, a number of long-standing regional conflicts
are closer now to resolution than ever before. The stirrings of
freedom, and the advance of democratic rule are evident and

undeniable. 1In the economic sphere, the free market is
increasingly seen as an engine of growth and development

unmatched by any other system.

Yes, freedom is on the march. But there are still forces
arrayed against it -- regimes whose interests and systems are at
odds with our own and with our allies’. Aand the spread of
weapons of mass destruction -- along with the means to deliver
them -~ is likely to make the flashpoints that always exist more

- dangerous than ever before.

On the key issue of change within the Soviet Union, there
are still far more questions than answers. There is no doubt
that the changes taking place are significant and far-reaching --
but it is equally true that the ultimate outcome of the events

unfolding in the USSR remains uncertain.



Mf—view is that we should press for progress that
contributes to a more stable relationship between the U.S. and
USSR -- whether in the areas of arms conﬁrol, human rights, or
regional conflicts. But we must combine our readiness to build
better relations with a resolve to maintain defenses adequate to
secure our interests. America and her allies must recognize
that -- even in light of the military cuts proposed by President
Gorbachev -- the Soviet Union remains the most formidable

military power facing the free world.

We must be ready to cope with change and favorable
opportunities -- and ready in any event to defend our interests

and ideals.

What this means in terms of national security should be

clear:

We need to maintain and modernize our forces -- strategic
and conventional. For America and its allies, a survivable

nuclear force will remain the ultimate deterrent of aggression.

We need to make a concerted effort to turn our technological
strengths into a source of advantage to our national security.
And that includes an active and aggressive pursuit of SDI.

We need to make an active effort in arms control -- to

strive for increased stability at lower levels of armaments.



We need to keep our forces ready and well-trained. Our

dedicated servicemen and servicewomen deserve no less.

We need to reform our procurement process to deliver a
dollar’s worth of defense for every dollar we spend. The place
to begin is to follow through on the sensible reforms suggested

in the Packard Commission report on defense management.

And we need to maintain the alliance of like-minded nations
fhat has helped us keep the peace in the post-war era. As strong
aé we are; America cannot go it alone. Our allies in Europe and
in Asia share a common form of government, and a common interest
in peace and freedom. We must continue to work tbgether to
sustain the great collecfive strength and sense of common purpose
that have created the conditions for unparalleled peace, freedon,

and prosperity.

For forﬁy years, our alliance structure has been the
cornerstone of American security. 'Noﬁ, perfeét agreement will
never exist in an alliance of free natlons. But there can bé no
doubt that the benefits of alliance far outweigh the inevitable
"differences of interest and outlook -- and the partnership of

free nations has never been a more potent force than it is today.

khkkkk

Before I close today, I want to focus for a moment on a

threat no less real than the adversaries you have battled.



I am speaking abéut that insidious threat to our society and
our values: drug abuse. The notion that America is a nation at
peace is dnly partly trué, as long as the violence and

destructive power of drugs assaults our communities.

I have sworn myself and members of my Administration to wage

a war on drug abuse. This war is unconditional -- and this war .

must be won.

I mean to mobilize all our resources, énd wage this war on
all fronts. We’re going to combat drug abuse with education,
treatment, enforcement and interdiction -- and, yes, with our
nation's Arﬁed Services when that is what it takes. We need to
preak the deadly grip of drugs where it exists, and prevent the

drug scourge from taking hold.

The VFW can help. Two million members, 10,000 chapters
nationwide -- the VFW is a well-respected member of

_communities across our nation.

Today, I call on you to form a community of action. '"For

America, whatever it takes" -- that’s the proud motto of the VEW.

You’ve fought for your nation once. Your nation needs you

again. Today, I want to enlist you in the anti-drug campaign.



-- Meet with other leaders in your community: church and

clergy, ‘law enforcement officers. Tell them the VFW volunteers

are ready to help.

-- Go to the schools. Put the full weight of the VFW behind the
anti-drug education effort that provides our children the reasons

and the will-power they need to resist drugs.

-- Speak to your state and local elected officials. Urge them

to make the passage of strong anti-drug legislation a prioirity.

I'm reaching out to you, so I want to extend my help as
well. Bill Bennett, the point man in our anti-drug campaign,
stands ready to meet with VFW leadership, to share ideas that can

help you map a strategy.

The VFW has proven many times over its dedication to the
health and well-being of our nation. I know we cah-count on the

veterans of America to help uslwage and win the war on drugs.

khkkhd

Veterans share a special bond. We have seen the face of
war. We know its terrible costs. We know that Americans never
willingly choose conflict. But we know as well that we must be
ready and willing to reépond when our interests and ideals come

under threat.



Let me be clear. I prefer the diplomatic approach. Nations
can and should explore every avenue toward working out their

differences without fesort to force or military intimidation.

But I am also a realist. I know that there is no substitute

for a nation’s ability to defend its ideals and interests.

Too often, we hear that we face a stark choice in coping
with conflict. We can pursue a diplomatic solution -- or we can
seek a resolution through military means. One, we’re told, is

incompatible with the other.

Well,-this doesn't square with real-world experience. The
fact is that diplomacy and military capability are complementary
-= not cdntradictory. I know that creative diplomacy can help us
avert conflict -- and I know that negotiations stand the greatest

chance of success when they proceed from a position of strength.

The fundamental lesson of the decade now drawing to a close

is simply this: sﬁrength secures peace.

America can continue to be a force for peace and stability

in the world -- provided we stay strong.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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Thank you. Congressman Derwinski, Commander-in-Chief
Rivers: it is a pleasure to be here this morning. I want to
express my best wishes to a real VFW institution, my good friend
Cooper Holt, who is stepping down this year after more than a
quarter century of distinguished service as VFW’s Executive
Director. Cooper, you’ve earned the gratitude of veterans

everywhere for making the VFW your lifelong cause.

It is always an honor to meet Qith the Veterans of Foreign
Wars. The love of liberty is the birthright of all men --
certainly of all Americans. That is why our nation owes a
special debt of gratitude to its veterans, who freely and

courageously took up the defense of freedom.

I am especially pleased to welcome the Department of
Veterans Affairs to a place in the cabinet. It is a sign of
America’s commitment to her veterans -- of the importance we

place in repaying, in some way, the sacrifices veterans have made

in answering their country’s call.



Today, there are six times as many veterans alive as there
.were when the VA was created in 1930. Counting their dependents
and survivors, about one-third of our population now has an

immediate family involvement in veterans affairs.

Ed Derwinski’s already come to see me to diécuss some of the
challenges facing us in veterans programs. With the pressures
the country is ﬁnder to solve our massive Federal deficit, we may
'not be able to do everything we’d like to do in the way of-adding
resources for veterans'programs, but I can tell you Ed is a

strong advocate for veterans.

I want to'speak this morning about a matter of the utmost
importance to the VFW: keeping América strong -- today, and into

the 21st Century.

Opinion is nearly unanimous that today is a time of
transition in world affairs. That means our powers of
observation and analysis -- our ability to sort out change and

continuity -- will be put to the test.

When it comes to predicting the future, Winston Churchill’s
rule is still the best. "I always avoid prophesying beforehand
 -- because it is much better policy to prophesy after the event

has already taken place."



That’s sound advice. We can’t predict the future —- but we
must do all we can to turn the opportunities it presents to our

advantage.
I am confident we can.

We are, as you know, in the midst of a series of systematic
strategic reviews. 1I’ve asked the members of my national
security team to look hard at the international landscape -- and
‘to-look_forward, to assess the combination of security threats,
technological chénge, and political and economic developments

N N
that will shape our security horizon well into the next century.

I am convinced thaﬁ this important exercise will have.
lasting benefits on our national security. In my address to
Congress last month, I set a niﬁety-day deadline for this
important work. And although some of the reviews may be finished
earlier, I won’t rush the final results. The insights we will
gain into the problems we will face in the decades ahead are

worth waiting for.

Today, I want to speak about the foundations of an adequate
national defense program, about the world we live in, and the
challenges and opportunities we’ll encounter --'and about the

approach I’11 take on issues integral to our national security.



First, the foundations. A month ago, I bresented'to
Congress a sound defense spending plan that makés sense -- both
strategically and fiscally. As a sign that my Administration is
seriéus about the deficit, I called for a freeze in defense
spending in 1990, adjusted only for inflation. I am well aware
that our national strength rests ultimately on the health and

vigor of the American economy, and I mean to preserve both.

-But our crucial military modernization plans -- ahd the
diﬁerse,defepse commitments we must keep -- cannot be achieved
.vwithout additional defense funding. That is why my budget plan
follows the freeze for 1990 with real increases of 1 percent in

1991 and 1992, and a 2 percent increase for 1993.

My aim is to put defense spending on a modest, manageable
growth path -- one that will allow us to modernize and maintain

forces that are formidable, flexible, and ready.

Now, we’ve all heard the critics who tell us America can’t
afford the defenses I’m talking about. Well, the critics are

wrong. The defense expenditures I am calling for are well within

our economic means.

But .in the defense debate; ﬁhat we can and can’t afford
isn’t just a matter of economics. It’s a matter of vital

national security, and America’s place in the world. I say:



-- We can’t affo¥d to continue the downward trend in defense
spending. 1989 will be the fourth straight year budget authority
for defense has declined in real terms. We’ve worked hard to
rebuild America’s strength -- and it’s paid off. Today, America
is strong, its voice is heard, and the values we stand for are

more secure.

-- We can’t afford to mistake a more stabie international
environment as proof we'can spend less on national security.
Thé secret t§ our success can be summed up in a single word:
strength. Let’s sustain the military strength that helped tﬁrn

the world situation around.

- And finally, we can afford adequate defenses. The defense
budget I am calling for in 1990 represents 5.5% of our annual
GNP. That’s a far smaller share of our national wealth than
the United States spent on defense at any point throughoutAtﬁe

1950s or 1960s -- periods of rapid and sustained economic growth.

The bottom line is not a question of cost, or a question of

resources. It is simply a question of will.

You have my word: as long as I’m President, America will

stand fast and on the front line in defense of freedon.

Today, around the world, a number of long-standing regional

conflicts are closer now to resolution than ever before. The

¢



‘stirrings of freedom, and the advance of democratic rule are
evident and undeniable. In the economic‘sphere, the free market
is increasingly seen as an engine of growth and development

unmatched by any other system.

Yes, freedom is on the march. But there are still forces -
arrayed against it -- regimes whose interests and systems are at
odds with our own and with thdse of our aliies. And the spread
chemical and biological weapons -- along with the means to
deiiver_them“-- is likely to make the flashpoints that always

exist more dangerous than ever before.

On the key issue of changé within the Soviet Union, there :
are still far more questions than answers. There is no doubt
that the changes taking place are significant and far-reaching --
but it is equally true that the ultimate outcome of the events

unfolding in the USSR remains uncertain.

My view is that we should press for progress that
contributes to a more stable relationship'bétween thé U.S. and
USSR -- whether in the areas of arms redﬁction, humah rights,
fegiOnal conflicts, or other global challenges. But we must
_coﬁbiﬁe our readiness to build better felations with a resolve to
maintain defenées adéquate to secure our interests. America and
her allies must recognize that -- even in light of the military
cuts proposed by President Gorbachev -- the Soviet Union remains

the most formidable military power facing the free>world..



We must be ready to cope with change and favorable °
opportunitiés -- and ready in any event to defend our interests

and ideals.

What this means in terms of national security should be

clear:

We need to maintain and modernize our forces =-- nuclear and
‘conventional. For America and its allies, a survivable nuclear

fofce will remain the ultimate deterrent of aggression.

We need to make a concerted effort to turn our technological
strengths into a source of advantage to our national security.

And that includes vigorous pursuit of SDI.

We need to make an active effort in afms control -- to
strive for increased stability at lower levels of armaments. But
I will strongly oppose legislative attempts to withdraw U.S.
troops from Europe unilaterally; Unilateral disarmament is not

the path to peace, security, and freedom.

We need to keep our forces ready and well-trained. The

dedicated men and women who serve our country deserve no less.

We need to reform our procurement process to deliver a
dollar’s worth of defense fdr_every dollar we spend. The way to

begin is to follow throﬁgh on the sensible reforms suggested in



the Packard Commisgion report, and the findings of the defense

management review now underway.

And we need to ﬁaintain the alliance of like-minded nations
that has helped.us keep ﬁhe peace. in the post-war era. As strohg
as we are, America cannot go it alone. Our allies in Europe and
in Asia share a common form of government, and a common interest
in peace and freedom. We must continue to work together to
sustain the great collective strength and sense of common purpose
- that have created the conditions for unparalleled peace, f:eedoﬁ,

and prosperity.

For forty.years, our alliance structure has been the
cornerstone of American éecurity. Now, perfect agreement will
never exist in an alliance of free nations. But there can be no
doubt that thé benefits of alliance far outweigh the inevitable
. differences of inﬁerest and outlook -- and the partnership of

free nations has never been a more potent force than it is today.

Before I close today, I want to focus for a moment on a

threat no less real than the adversaries you have battled.

. I am speaking about that insidious threat to our society and
our values: drug abuse. The notion that America is a nation at
peace is only partly true, as long as the violence and

destructive power of drugs assault our communities.
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I have sworn myself and members of my Administration to wagé

a war on drug abuse. This war is unconditional -- and it must be
won,

I mean to mobilize all our resources, and wage this war on
all fronts. Wé’fe going to combat drug abuse with education,
treatment, enforcement and interdiction -- and, yes, with our
nation’s Armed Serviées when that is what it takes. We need to
break.the deadly grip of drugs, and prevent the drug scourge from

taking hold.

The VFW can help. 2.3 million members, 750,000 auxiliary
members, and 10,000 chapters nationwide -- the VFW is a

well-respected member of communities across our nation.

Today, I call on you to form a community of action. "For

America, whatever it takes" -- that’s the proud motto of the VFW.

-You’ve fought for your nation once. Your nation needs you

again. Today, I want to enlist you in the anti-drug campaign.

—— Meet with other leaders in your community: church and
clergy, iaw enforcement officers. Tell them the VFW volunteers

are ready.to help.



-- Go to the schools. Put the full weight of the VFW behind the
anti-drug education effort that provides our children with the

reasons and will-power they need to resist drugs.

-- Speak to your state and local elected officials. Urge them

to make the passage of strong anti-drug legislation a priority.

I’'m reaching out to you, so I want to extend my help as
well. Bill Bennett, the point man in our anti-drug campaign,
stands ready to meet with VFW leadership, to share ideas that can

help you map a strategy.

The VFW has proven many times over its dedication:to the
health and well-being of our nation. The fifty young people °
you’ve honored here today underscore the VFW’s interest in our

nation’s youth and future.

I know we can count on the veterans of America to help us

wage and win the war on drugs.

'Veterans share a special bond. We have seen the face of
war. We know its terrible costs. We know that Americans ne&ef
willingly choose conflict. But we know as well that we must be
ready and willing to respond when our interests and ideals come

under threat.’
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Let me be clear. I prefer the diplomatic approach. Nations
can and should explore eVery avenue toward working out their

differences without resorting to force or military intimidation.

But I am also a realist. I know that there is no substitute

for a nation’s ability to defend its ideals and interests.

Too often, we hear that we face a stark choice in coping

- with conflict. We can pursue a diplomatic solution -- or we can.

seek a resolution through military means. One, we’re told, is

incompatible with the other.

Well, this doesn’t square with real-world experience.

Diplomacy and military capability are complementary =-- not.

_contradictory. Creative diplomacy can help us avert conflict --

negotiations stand the greatest chance of success when they

proceea from a position of strength.

The fundamental lesson of the decade now drawing to a close.

is simply this: strength secures peace.

America will continue to be a force for peace and stability

. in the world -- provided we stay strong.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.



That’s sound advice. We can’t predict the future -- but we
must do all we can to turn the opportunities it presents to our

advantage.
I am confident we can.

We are, as you know, in the midst of a series of systematic
strategic reviews. I’ve asked the members of my national
Securitylteam to look hard at the international landscape -- and
to look forward, to assess the combination of security threats,
technological change, and political and economic developments

that will shape our security horizon well into the next century.

I am convinced that this important exercise will have
lasting benefits on our national security. 1In my address to
Congress last month, I set a ty day deadline for this
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important workkﬁkI won’t rush the final results. The insights we

will gain into the problems we will face in the decades ahead are

worth waiting for.

Today, I want to speak about the foundations of an adequate
national defense program, about the world we live in, and the
challenges and opportunities we’ll encounter -- and about the

approach I’11 take on issues integral to our national security.

First, the foundations. A month ago, I presented to

Congress a sound defense spending plan that makes sense -- both
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

pate: _3/1/89

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

c.o.b. 3/1/89

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS WASHINGTON CONFERENCE

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
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Please provide your comments/recommendations directly to
122, x2930) with an info copy

Chriss Winston's office (Rm.
to my office by c.o.b. TODAY.

Thank you.

WMDD

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi

Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff

Ext. 2702
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Thank you. {Acknowledgements, Secretary-designate Derwinski,
Mr. Cooper Holt, Executive Director of VFW, Mr. Larry Rivers,
Coﬁmander-in-Chief, VFW. ) it is aiways an honor to meet with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. The love of liberty is the birthriéht
of all men -- certainly of all Americans. That is why our nation
owes a special debt of gratitude to its veterans, who freely'and

courageously took up the defense of freedom.

I am especially pleased to weléome the Department of
Veterans Affairs to a place in the cabinet. It is a sign of
" America’s comqitment to her veterans -- of the importance we
place in repaying, in some'way,-the sacrifices veterans have made

in answering their country’s call.

I want to speak this morning about a matter of 'the utmost
importanée to the VFW: keeping America strong -- today, and into

the 21st Céntury.

Opinion is nearly unanimous that today is a time of

transition in world affairs. That means our bowers'of
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observation and analysis -- our ability to sort out change and

continuity -- will be put to the test.

When it comes to predicting the future, Winston Churchill’s
rule is still the best. "I always avoid prophesying beforehand
-- because it is much better policy to prophesy after the event

has already taken place."

That’s sound advice. We can’t predict the future -- but we
must do all we can to turn the opportunities it presents to our

advantage.
I am confident we can.

We are, as you know, in the midst of a serious and
systematic strategic review. 1I’ve asked the members of my
national security team to look hard at the international
}andscape‘-- and to look forward, to assess the combination of
seéurity threats, technqlogical-change, and political and
economic developments that will shape our security horizon well

into the next century.

I am convinced that this important exercise will have
lasting benefits on our national security strateqy. In my
address to Congress last month, I set a ninety-day deadline for

this review. I won’t rush the final result. The insights it

.



will provide into the forces we will face in the decades ahead

are worth waiting for.

Today, I want to speak about the foundations of an adequate
national defense program, about the world we live in, and the
challenges and opportunities we’ll encounter -- and about the

approach I’l1l take on issues integral to our national security.

First, the foundations. Nearly two months ago, I presented
to Congress a defense spending plan that is sound, and makes
sense -- both strategically and fiscally. As a sign that my
Administration is serious about the deficit, I called for a
freeze in defense spending in 1990, adjusting only for inflation.
I am well aware that our national streégth rests ultimately on
the health and vigor of the American economy, and I mean to

preserve both.

But our cruciai military modernization plans -- and the
diverse defense commitments we must keep -- cannot be achieved
without additional defense funding. That is why my budget plan
follows the freeze for 1990 with real increases of 1 percent in

1991 and 1992, and a 2 pefcent increase for 1993.

My aim is to put defense spending on a modest, manageable
path of growth -- one that will allow us to modernize and

maintain forces that are formidable, flexible, and ready.
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Now, we’ve all heard the critics who tell us America can’t
afford the defenses I’m talking about. Well, the critics are
wrong. The defense expenditures I am calling for are well within

our economic means.

But in the defense debate, what we can and can’t afford
isn’t just a matter of economics. It’s a matter of vital

national security, and America’s place in the world. I say:

- We can’t afford to continue the downward trend in defense
spending. 1989 is the fourth straight year defense Spending has
declined in real terms.- We’ve worked hard to rebuild America’s
strength -- and it’s paid off. Today, America is §tfdng, its

voice is heard, and the values we stand for are more secure.

- We can’t afford to mistake a more stable international
environment as proof we can spend less on national security.
The secret to our success can be summed up in a single word:
strength. Let’s sustainAtheAmilitary'Strength that helped turn

the world situation around.

—- And finally, we can afford adeqﬁate defenses. The defense
budget I am calling for in 1990 represents 5.5% of our annual

GNP. That’s a far smaller share of our national wealth than

the‘Uhited States spent on defense at any point throughout the .

' 1950s or 1960s -- periods of rapid and sustained economic growth.



fhe bottom line is not a question of cost, or a question of

resources. It is simply a question of will. N

You have my word: as long as I’m President, America will

stand fast and on the frontilihe in'defense of freedom.

Today, the world scene lﬁoks relatively stable and secure.
Around the world, a number of long-standing regional confliqts
ére closer now to resolution than ever before. fhe stirrings of
freedom, and the advance of democratic rule are evident and
undeniable. In the economic sphere, the free market is
increasingly seen as an engine of growth and development

unmatched by any other system.

Yes,'freedom is on the march. But there are still forces
arrayed against it —-.regimes whose interests and systems are aﬁ
odds with our own and with our allies’. And the spread of
wéapons of mass destruction -- along with the meéns to deliver
them -- is likély to make the.flashpoihts that always exist more

dangerous than ever before.

On the key issue of change within the Soviet Union, there
are still far more questions than answers. There is no doubt
that the changes taking place are significant and far-reaching --
but it is equally true that the ultimate outcome of the events

unfolding in the USSR remains uncertain.



Mf-view is that we should press for progress that
contriﬁazés to a more stable relationship between the U.S. and
USSR -- whether in the areas of arms control, human rights, or
regional conflicts. But we must combine our readiness to build
better relations with a resolve to maintain defenses adequate to’
secure our interests. America and her allies must recognize
that -- even in light of the military cuts proposed by President
Gorbachev -- the Soviet Union remains the most formidable

military power facing the free world.

We must be ready to cope with change and favorable
opportunities -- and ready in.any event to defend our interests

and ideals.

What this means in terms of national security should be

clear:

We need to maintain and modernize our forces -- strategic
and conventional. For America and its allies, a survivable

nuclear force will remain the ultimate deterrent of aggression.

We need to make a concerted effort to turn our technological
strengths into a source of advantage to our national security.

And that includes an active and aggressive pursuit of SDI.

We need to make an active effort in arms control -- to

strive for increased stability at lower levels of armaments.



We need to keep our forces ready and well-trained. oOur

dedicated servicemen and servicewomen deserve no less.

We need to reform our procurement process to deliver a
Adollar's worth of defense for every dollar we spend. The place
to begin is to follow through on the sensible reforms suggested

in the Packard Commission report on defense management.

And we need to maintain the alliance of like-minded nations
that has helped us keepAthe peace in the post-war era. As strong
as we are, America cannot go it alone. Our allies in Europe and
in Asia share a common form of government, and a common interest
in peace and freedom. We must continue to work together to
sustain the great collective strength and sense of common purpose
that have created the conditions for unparalleled peace, freedom,

and prosperity.

For forty years, our alliance structure has been the
cornerstone of American securlty. Now, perfect agreement will
- never exist in an alliance of free nations. But there can be no
doubt that the benefits of alliance far outweigh the inevitable
differences of interest and outlook -- and the partnership of

free nations has never been a more potent force'than it is today.

dkkkd

Before I close today, I want to focus for a moment on a

threat no less real than the adversaries you have battled.



1 am speaking about that insidious threat to our society and
our values: drug abuse. The notion that Amerlca is a nation at
peace is only partly true, as long as the violence and

destructive power of drugs assaults our communities.

I have sworn myself and members of my Administration to wage
a war on drug abuse. This war is unconditional -- and this war

must be won.

A Y
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I mean to mobilize all our resources, and wage this war on
all fronts. We’re going to combat drug abuse w1th educatlon,
treatment, enforcement and interdiction -- and, yes, with our
nation’s Armed Serv1ces-when that is what it takes. We need to
break the deadly grip of drugs where it exists, and prevent the

drug scourge from taking hold.

The VFW can help. Two million members, 10,000 chapters
nationwide -- the VFW is a well-respected member of

- communities across our natioh.‘

Today, I call on you to form a chmunity of action. "For

America, whatever it takes" -- that’s the proud motto of the VFW.

You’ve fought for your nation once. Your nation needs you

again. Today, I want to enlist you in the anti-drug campaign.



-- Meet with other leaders in your community; church and
clergy;—Iaw enforcement officers. Tell them the VFW volunteers

are ready to help.

== Go to the schools. Put the full weight of the VFW behind the
anti-drug education effort that provides our children.the reasons

and the will-power they need to resist drugs.

-- Speak to your state and local elected officials. Urge them

to make the passage of strong anti-drug legislation a prioirity.

I’'m reaching out to you, so I want to extend my help as
well. Bill Bennett, the point man in our anti-drug campaign,
stands ready to meet with VFW leadership, to share ideas that can

help you map a strategy.

The VFW has proven many times over its dedication to the
health and well-being of our nation.. I know we can count on the

veterans of America to help us wage and win the war on drugs.

kkkhd

Veterahs share_a special bond. We have seen the face of
war. We know its terrible costs. We know that Americans never
willingly choose conflict. But we know as well that we must be
ready and willing to respond when our interests and ideals coﬁe

under threat.



Let me be clear. I prefer the diplomatic approach. Nations.
can and should explore every avenue toward working out their

differences without resort to force or military intimidation.

But I am also a realist. I know that there is no substitute

for a nation’s ability to defend its ideals and interests.

Too often, we hear that we face a stark choice in coping
with conflict. We can pursue a diplomatic solution -- or we can
seek a resolution through military means. One, we’re told, is

incompatible with the other.

Well, this doesn’t square with reai-world experience. The
fact is that diplomacy and military capability are complementary
== not contradictory. . I know that creative diplomacy can help us
avert conflict -- and I know that negotiations stand the greatest

chance of success when they proceed from a position of strength.

The fundamental lesson of the decade now drawing to a close

is simply this: strength secures peace.

America can continue to be a force for peace and stability

in the world -- provided we stay strong.

-Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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REMARKS:

Please provide your comments/recommendations directly to

Chriss Winston's office (Rm.

to my office by c.o.b. TODAY. Thank you.

o Tontp

122, x2930) with an info copy

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi

Assistant to the President
and NDanuty to tha Chief of Staff
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PROPOSED INSERT FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH 2

[iwod;y, there are six times as many veterans alive as there were
when the VA was created in 1930, Counting their dependents and
survivors, about one-third of our population now has an immediate

fanily involvement in veterans a!tairl.*]
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This special population dc;ozﬁis and must hag//tﬁb attuntian of
their government == beginainq ot the top. A Gabinet poliﬁlon for

veterans n.anl ;ht s.crotnty of Vbtorlnl A!tair- ha- the kind eof
access niacs-nry to get thg,job done. -
e

Ed Derwinski's already come to see me to discuss some of the

‘L
challengas facing us in veteranas progranm AS%?& can tell you Ed's

/

& strong advocate for veterans, — au d
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. I certainly understand the
z

- importance of providing our
than with tiugli/bonctitl and services -- and especially with

vl
quality health care.

With the pressures the country is under to solve our massive
Federal deficit, we may not be able to do everything wa'd like to do

in the way of adding resources for Veterans programs .ij]
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NOTE: The currant VIV membership stands at 2,3 million, with
780,000 auxiliary rembexs. The use of theze figures would

strangthen the paragraph which discusses VFW involvement in the
community.
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The Deputy Administrator
of Veterams Affairs
r Washington, D.C, 20420

March 1, 198%

Denise Schwatz

Cabinet Affaira

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Schwarz:

Thank you for the opportunity to icview Pregident Bush's remarks
to thc6Ve§§§gns of Foreign Wars (VFW) Washington Conference on
March 6, .

Defense as a topic for this audience is appropriate, howaver,
not addresseing veterans issues, which is the real concern of the
6,000 delegates who will be in asttendance, truly would be s missed
oppottunity.

Politically, 1 do not recommend that the President use this
sgeech without modifications, 1 have attached ptoEosed language
that would be an appropriate addition to the spesach to more
adequately address the concarns of the audience. Modification of
the speach to include these brief remarks on vaterasn's issues, would
not detract from the main message,

Plegse call me on 233-53514 to discuss how best to incorporate
the President's position on vital Veterans Admimistration isauves,
such as the medical care funding shortfall and benefit programs.

Sincerely Youts,

Deputy Secrestary-designate



(McGroarty)
March 1, 1989
10:30am
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REMARKS: VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS WASHINGTON CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.
MARCH 6, 1989

Thank you. {Acknowledgements, Secretary-designate Derwinski,
Mr. Cooper Holt, Executive Director of VFW, Mr. Larry Rivers,
Commander-in-Chief, VFW.) It is always an honor to meet with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. The love of liberty is the birthright
of all men -- certainly of all Americans. That is why our nation
owes a special debt of gratitude to its veterans, who freely and

courageously took up the defense of freedom.

I am especially pleased to welcome the Department of
Veterans Affairs to a place in the cabinet. It is a sign of
' America’s commitment to her veterans -- of the importance we
place in repaying, in some way, the sacrifices veterans have made
in answering their country’s call. /@ ., .
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I want to speak this morning about a matter of the utmost

importance to the VFW: keeping America strong -- today, and into

the 21st Century.

Opinion is nearly unanimous that today is a time of

transition in world affairs. That means our powers of



observation and analysis -- our ability to sort out change and

continuity -- will be put to the test.

When it comes to predicting the future, Winston Churchill’s
rule is still the best. "I always avoid prophesying beforehand
-- because it is much better policy to prophesy after the event
has already taken placg." ,

That’s sound advice. We can’t predict the future -- but we
must do all we can to turn the opportunities it presents to our
advantage.
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I am confident we can.
[

We are, as you know, in the midst of a serious and
systematic strategic review. 1I’ve asked the members of my
national security team to look hard at the international
landscape -- and to look forward, to assess the combination df
security threats, fechnological change, and political and
economic developments thaﬁ will shape our security horizon well

into the next century.

I am convinced that this important exercise will have
lasting benefits on our national security strategy. In my
address to Congress last month, I set a ninety-day deadline for

this review. I won’t rush the final result. The insights it



will provide into the forces we will face in the decades ahead

are worth waiting for.

Today, I want to_speak about the foundations of an adequate
national defense program, about the world we live in, and the
challenges and opportunities we’ll encounter -- and about the

approach I‘l1l1l take on issues integral to our national security.

First, the foundations. Nearly two months ago, I presented
to Congress a defense spénding plan that is sound, and makes
sense -- both strategically and fiscally. As a sign that my
Administration is serious about the defiéit, I cailed for a
freeze in defense spending in 1990, adjusting only for inflation.
I am well aware that our nafional strength rests ultimately on
the health and vigor of the American economy, and I mean to

preserve both.

But our crucial military mbdernization plans -- and the
diverse defense commitments we must keep -- cannot be achieved
without additional defense funding. That is why my budget plan
follows the freeze for 1990 with real increases of 1 percent in

1991 and 1992, and a 2 percent increase for 1993.

My aim is to-put defense spending on a modest, manageable
path of growth -- one that will allow us to modernize and

maintain forces that are formidable, flexible, and ready.
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Now, we’ve all heard the critics who tell us America can’t
afford the defenses I’m talking about. Well, the critics are
wrong. The defense expenditures I am calling for are well within

our econonic means.

But in the defense debate, what we can and can’t afford
isn’t just a matter of economics. It’s a matter of vital

national security} and America’s place in the world. I say:

- We can’t afford to continue the downward trend in defense
sﬁending. 1989 is the fourth straight year defense spending has
declined in real terms. We’ve worked hard to rebuild America’s
strength -- and it’s paid off. Today, America is strong, its

voice is heard, and the values we stand for are more secure.

- We can’t afford to mistake a moré stable international
environment as proof we can spend less on national security.
The secret to our success can be summed up in a single word:
strength. Let’s sustain the military strength that helped turn

the worid situation around.

- And finally, we can afford adequate defenses. The defense
budget I am calling for in 1990 represents 5.5% of our annual
GNP. That’s a far smaller share of our national wealth than
the United Stateé spent on defense at any point throughout the

19508 or 1960s -- periods of rapid and sustained economic growth.
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The bottom line is not a question of cost, or a question of

resources. It is simply a question of will.

'You have my word: as long as I’m President, America will

stand fast and on the front line in defense of freedom.

Today, the world scene looks relatively stable and secure.

Around the world, a number of long-stahding regional conflicts

are closer now to resolution than ever before. The stirrings of

freedom, and the advance of democratic rule are evident and
undeniable. In the economic sphere, the free market is
increasingly seen as an engine of growth and development

unmatched by any other system.

Yes, freedom is on the march. But there are still forces
arrayed against it -- regimes whosé interests and systems are at
odds with our own and with our allies’.  And the spread of
weapons of mass destruction -- along with the means to deliver'
them -- is likely to make the flashpoints that alﬁays exist more

dangercus than ever before.

On the key issue of change within the Soviet Union, there

are still far more questions than answers. There is no doubt

“that the changes taking place are significant and far-reaching --

but it is equally true that the ultimate outcome of the events

unfolding in the USSR remains uncertain.
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My.view is that'we should press for progress that
contributes to a more stable relationship between the U.S. and
USSR ~-- whether in the areas of arms control, human rights, or
regional conflicts. But we must combine our readiness to build
better relations with a resolve to maintain defenses adequate to
secure our interests. America and her allies must recognize
that -- even in light of the military cuts proposed by President
Gorbachev =-- the Soviet Union remains the most formidable
military power facing the free world.

We must be ready to cope with change and favorable
opportunities -- and ready in any event to defend our.interests

and ideals.

What this means in terms of national security should be

clear:

We need to maintain and modernize our forces =-- strategic
and conventional. For America and its allies, a survivable

nuclear force will remain the ultimate deterrent of aggression.

We need to make a concerted effort to turn our technological
strengths into a source of advantage to our national security.

And that includes an active and aggressive pursuit of SDI.

We need to make an active effort in arms control -- to

strive for increased stability at lower levels of armaments.
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We need to keep our forces ready and well-trained. Our

dedicated servicemen and servicewomen deserve no less.

We need to reform our procurément process to deliver a
dollar’s worth of defense for every dollar we spend. The place
to begin is to follow through on the sensible reforms suggested

in the Packard Commission report on defense management.

And we heed to maintain the alliance of like-minded nations
that has helped us keep the peace in the post-war era. As strong
as we are, America cannot go it alone.: Our allies in Europe and
in Asia share a common form of government, and a common interest
in peace and freedom. We must continue to work together to
sustain the great collective strength and sense of common purpose
that have created the conditions for unparalleled peace, freedom,

and prosperity.

For forty years, our alliance structure has been the
cornerstone of American security. Now, perfect agreement will
never exist in an‘alliance of free nations. But there can be no
doubt that the benefits of alliance far outweigh the inevitable
differences of interest and outlook -- and the partnership of

free nations has never been a more potent force than it is today.
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Before I close today, I want to focus for a moment on a

threat no less real than the adversaries you have battled.
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I am speaking_about that insidious threat to our society and
our values: drug abuse. The notion that America is a nation at
peace is only partly true, as long as the violence and

destructive power of drugs assaults our communities.

I have sworn myself and members of my Administration to wage

a war on drug abuse. This war is unconditional -- and this war

must be won.

I mean to mobilize all our resources, and wage this war on
all fronts. We’'re going to combat drug abuse with education,

treatment, enforcement and interdiction -- and, Yes, with our

" nation’s Armed services when that is what it takes. We need to

break the deadly grip of drugs where it exists, and prevent the

drug scourge from taking hold.

The VFW can help. Two million members, 10,000 chapters
ngtionwide -- the VFW is a well-respected member of

communities across our nation.

Today, I call on you to form a community of action. "For

America, whatever it takes" ~-- that’s the proud motto of the VFW.

you’ve fought for your nation once. Your nation needs you

again. Today, I want to enlist you in the anti-drug campaign.
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-~ Meet with other leaders in your community: :chﬂrch and

. clergy, law enforcement officers. Tell them the VFW volunteers

are ready to help.

-- Go to the schools. Put the full weight of the VFW behind the
anti-drug education effort that provides our children the reasons

and the will-power they need to resist drugs.

-- Speak to your state and local elected officials. Urgé then

to make the passage of strong anti-drug legislation a prioirity.

I’m reaching out to you, so I want to extend my help as
well. Bill Bennett, the point man in our anti-drug campaigh,
stands ready to meet with VFW leadership, to share ideas that can .

help you ﬁap a strategy.

The VFW has proven many times over its dedication to the
health and well-being of our nation. I know we can count on the

veterans of America to help us wage and win the war on drugs.
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Veterans share a special bond. We have seen the face of
war. We know its terrible costs. We know that Americans never
willingly choose conflict. But we know as well that we must be
ready and wiiling to respond when our interests and ideals come

under threat.



- Let me be clear. I prefer the diplomatic approach. Nations
can and should explore every avenue toward working out their

differences without resort to force or military intimidation.

But I am also a realist. I know that there is no substitute

for a nation’s ability to defend its ideals and interests.

Too often, we hear that we face a stark choice in coping
with conflict. We can pursue a diplomatic solution -- or we can
seek a resolution through military means. One, we’re told, is

incompatible with the other.

Well, this doesn’t square with real-world experience. The
fact is that diplomacy and military capability are(complementary
-- not contradictory. I know that creative diplomacy can help us
avert conflict -- and I know that negotiations stand the greatest

chance of success when they proceed from a position of strength.

The fundamental lesson of the decade now drawing to a close

is simply this: strength secures peace.

America can continue to be a force for peace and stability

in the world -- provided we stay strong.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.



