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Office of the Press Secretary
(Tokyo, Japan)

THE WHITE HOUSE

For Immediate Release February 24( 1989
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION

WITH PRESS POOL

Ambassador's Residence
Tokyo, Japan

6:30 P.M. (L)

THE PRESIDENT: 1I've got to get a ruling on whether this
is a -- this is not a photo op. This is what we call a press
availablity, and I'll be glad to take two or three questions -- not
many, because we're late.

But let me make a little comment, if I might, Helen. And
then I'll be glad to take questions. This has been a very moving day
in a lot of ways, and I simply want to thank our Japanese hosts who
managed this complicated logistics and put on a marvelous pageant in
honor of the late Emperor -- beautifully staged and beautifully
carried off, on schedule, working against the elements, but
nevertheless, with a dignity and a ceremony that was appropriate.

And I have great respect for what they did and the way in which they
did it, and I am proud to have represented the United States of
America here today. S ,

\ .Now, Helen.

Q - Well, on the gquestion of Sénator Tower, it looks
like he's going down the drain. Are you going to continue to back
him, or do you think he ought to pull out?

THE PRESIDENT: I'm going to strongly continue to back:
Senator Tower and I do not believe he is going down the drain.
Nobody has challenged his ability and knowledge to be a good’
secretary of defense, and I'm hoping that the debate that will follow
next week will clear up any questions that the members at large may
have. And so I wish the Committee vote had been different, but I
have not considered any options. 1 stand strongly with John Tower.
I know of nobody else whose knowledge in defense matters can equal
his, his knowledge of how the Hill works can equal his. So he is my
choice, my only choice, and I am standing with him.

Q Do you still think Sam Nunn was fair?
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animosity, it's simply a question of fighting for something I believe
in. ‘

Q Is this purely politics in your opinion, and is Sam
Nunn responsible for this personally? A

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't say that.
Q Do you still think he's been fair?

Q Is it party line? I mean, is it partisan? 1Is it
politics?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, is it party line when the vote was
—-- all Democrats voted one way and all Republicans voted another.' I
suppose without acrimony it could be said that that was a party line
vote. But do I suggest that there's no chance to pick up Democrats
next week? No, I don't. I believe that I can do that and I believe
that the senators that are for it --

Q You haven't got them yet.
Q Is the honeymoon over, Mr. President?

. THE PRESIDENT: No, the honeymoon's still going fine, and
I'm not going to get total agreement on every issue. I hope I can
get agreement on this question. But I've never expected -- nobody's
- suggested they were going to do it just my way. But this one's
important. 1It's important to our country. And I want somebody in
that Defense Department that has Tower's expertise and who knows the
defense mechanism as well as he does, and he's the only one that
comes to mind. '

Q Mr. President, why would there be such a difference
interpretation between —-

Q —— senators to break with Sam Nunn?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Go ask the people that
voted. I'm halfway around the world.

Q Don't you risk an even more damaging defeat by
-taking it to the Senate --

THE PRESIDENT: I don't look at it as defeat or viCtory,
I logk at doing what's right -- supporting somebody I believe in and
looking at the facts. And that's exactly what I'm doing.

Q Do you still think Senator Nunn has been fair?‘

THE PRESIDENT: I am not going to challenge Senator
Nunn's motives at all. I never have, and I've never expressed
anything other than my strong support on the merits after reviewing
the information for Senator Tower. And that's the way I'm goina to
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then I've got to go clean up and warm up and go to the nex
reception, and keep working this diplomacy that I thought you all

would be interested in.
Q How much of a problem --
Q Senator Nunn says that Tower --

THE PRESIDENT: Wait just one minute. 1I'll just be right
over there. Can't see, but I'll be there.

: Q How much of a problem has the delay in getting
Senator Tower or somebody to run the Defense Departmen? creatgd for
your review of foreign policy and your conduct of foreign policy?

o THE PRESIDENT: Well, the review is going forward. I
would like to have the secretary of defense in place. There's no
question that the Department needs a new leader. But it i§n't .
interfering with our challenge to the Department to participate in
these reviews. 1In fact, we've ordered a certain number of reviews —--
they're going to be started. But I'm not going to mislead you. 1I
want my secretary of defense in place to further these reviews, to
enhance the studies that are going forward, and to have our input on
these studies, to input the person that I select to be secretary. In
the meantime, I'll have to credit Will Taft, who I told the other
day, I said, "Will, you are doing a very good job, and it isn't
easy." But he is doing -- yes, Lesley, and then please, I must go
forward. :

Let me get down here so I can hear this.

Q Thank you. Senator Dole said that this vote was a
real kick in the teeth to you while you're off representing the
United States abroad. Do you see it that way?

THE PRESIDENT: I see it as the Senate expressing
themselves. And inasmuch as I want this man confirmed, I can't say
it's a pat on the back. But on the other hand, I have no acrimony
about it. I'm convinced that when the Senate gets into full debate
on this, that reason and logic are going to prevail. And so I can't
say I'm happy with what the Committee did because I would 1like to
have seen the same kind of approval given John Tower's nomination
that was given to Lou Sullivan. It was widely reported that Dr.
Sullivan was in serious trouble —- I've seen that over and over
again. And he gets universal approval, one abstention =-- verv good,
and I thank the Senate for that. Now I hope they give this due-
deliberation in the full Senate and they do what's right. 1In this
instance, I think approving my nominee is right. But I have no
acrimony, and I'm not going to be drawn into name-calling or a
political accusation here. 1I'm not going to do that. I've got to
work with the Senate on a2 lot of issues. But I want them to know how
strongly I feel. And I feel it's not a personal win or lose, it's
what's right, who is best to run the Defense Department. And that's
what's at stake.
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senators that will want to defend Senator Tower against these )
allegations which I feel have been =~ and I'll use the expression
again -- "gunned down." Now, clearly some have looked at the
evidence, and I'm sure in their opiinion they differ with me on that.
But that's what a good, lively debate can do on the floor. And
Senator Tower is entitled to that kind of debate on the issue ~-- not
on hearsay. They will not be able -~ nobody will be able to sustain
an objection based simply on hearsay or on some rumor. So that's why
I look forward to a fair, open debate. And let the senators who have
made up their minds in opposition to what I'm advocating spell out
for their constituents and for the country why they feel as they do.
And I expect others will stand up and take a different side. That's
what our process is all about. So I don't fear it, I welcome it. I
welcome it. ‘

- Q If that report is &till secret, though, sir, how are
people to know who is right about it?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it's not secret from the senators,
and how much they refer to it, I don't know. We'll have to look into
that when I get back, Brit. I don't know what the ground rules are
on how much people can refer to those reports. But the more open it

p is, the better I like it. Now, whether what precedents are set, I'd

have to think very carefully about that. But we're not worried about
this debate. '

Q Are you tired?

THE PRESIDENT: I thought I'd be more tired. No, I feel
. like a spring colt, ready to charge. :

Q Ask us,
THE PRESIDENT: No, now come on. (Laughter.)

END 6:37 P.M. (L)
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERTCAN EMBASSY STAFF
TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 24, 1989

This is Barbara’s and my first overseas trip as President,
and it is an important one. We were deeply moved by the dignity
of today'é memorial service and the affection in which the late
Emperor was held.

We gather at a time of sadness, but also of hope. For
'tomorrqw mofning welwill call upon Their Imperial Majesties, the
new Emperor and Empress. And we are proud to pay our respecfs
and those of the American people.

Barbara and 1 are'delightéd to have this chance to meét with
y&u here at the Embassy. .

I understand that during Ambassador Mansfield’s tenure, you
used to‘call the Embassy the "Bar None'Ranch." The reason was
self-evident: He never tired of saying that the,U.S.-Japan
relationship was the most important bilateral relationship in the
world, BAR NONE.

Well, as a Texan -- and as one who appreciates the

importance of U.S.-Japan relations and those who do so much to
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Please provide your comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston's office with an info copy to my office by 3:00
Friday, February 17. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF
TOKYO, JAPAN
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This is Barbara’s and my first overseas trip{ and it is an
important one. We were deeply moved by the dignity of today’s

memorial service and the affection in which the late Emperor was

held.
\
We gather at a time of sadness, butfalso‘of hope. For :;cmuaafrj
PERTN
tomorrow morning we will call upon Thei AMaj, ies, the ne#(\

Emperor and Empress. And we are proud to pay our respects and
those of the American people to His Imperial Majesty.

Barbara and I are delighted to have this chance to meet with
you here at the Embassy.

I understand that during Ambassador Mansfield’s tenure, you
used to call the Embassy the "Bar None Ranch." The reason was
self-evident: He never tired of saying that the U.S.-Japan
relationship was the most important bilateral relationship in the
world, BAR NONE.

Well, as a Texan -- and as one who appreciates the
importance of U.S.-Japan relations and those who do so much to
further that relationship =-- I like that kind of reasoning. And
unlike some Texas yarns, it’s no tall tale, believe me.

From my own diplomatic experience, I am certain of this

fact: There is no more dedicated and loyal group of people than
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the men and ﬁomen -- American and foreign -- of our Foreign
Service. I also realize what a burden a Presidential visit can
be, and want you to know how we appreciate the hard work and
superb planning that have gone into our visit.

You know, a Japanese proverb says, "Life without endeavor is
like entering a jewel-mine and coming out with empty hands."
Your professionalism and commitment enrich the ties which bind
the United States and Japan, and further the cause of peace in
this important area of the world.

I am delighted that the first foreign visitor to Washington
of my Administration was the Prime Minister of Japan, who,
incidentally, celebrates his 65th birthday on Sunday.

In a sense, we all have reason to celebrate. For his visit
several weeks ago'underscored -- again -- the crucial role both.
nations attach to our relationship. And our meetings were the
beginning of maintaining the closest possible consultation
between us as we work to resolve our differences, and pursue our
common goals.

We have problems, but with your help we are tackling them.

We face challenges, but with your help wé will meet them.

And in coming months, as we focus, increasingly, on such
global issues as poverty and the environment, we will need your
enerqgy, youf resources, and most of all, your prayers.

In closing, let me say again how much we appreciate your
support. Thank you and good luck, and God bless the United

States of America.



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF
TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 24, 1989

THIS IS BARBARA'S AND MY FIRST OVERSEAS TRIP AS
PRESIDENT, AND IT IS AN IMPORTANT ONE. WE WERE DEEPLY
MOVED BY THE DIGNITY OF TODAY'S MEMORIAL SERVICE AND THE
AFFECTION IN WHICH THE LATE EMPEROR WAS HELD.

WE GATHER AT A TIME OF SADNESS, BUT ALSO OF HOPE.
FOR TOMORROW MORNING WE WILL CALL UPON THEIR IMPERIAL
MAJESTIES, THE NEW EMPEROR AND EMPRESS. AND WE ARE PROUD
TO PAY OUR RESPECTS AND THOSE OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

2

BARBARA AND I ARE DELIGHTED TO HAVE THIS CHANCE TO
MEET WITH YOU HERE AT THE EMBASSY.

I UNDERSTAND THAT DURING AMBASSADOR MANSFIELD'S
TENURE, YOU USED TO CALL THE EMBASSY THE "BAR NONE RANCH."
THE REASON WAS SELF-EVIDENT: HE NEVER TIRED OF SAYING
THAT THE U.S.-JAPAN RELATIONSHIP WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT
BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP IN THE WORLD, BAR NONE.
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WELL, AS A TEXAN -- AND AS ONE WHO APPRECIATES THE
IMPORTANCE OF U.S.-JAPAN RELATIONS AND THOSE WHO DO SO
MUCH TO FURTHER THAT RELATIONSHIP -- I LIKE THAT KIND OF
REASONING. AND UNLIKE SOME TEXAS YARNS, IT’'S NO TALL
TALE, BELIEVE ME. |

- FROM MY OWN DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE, I AM CERTAIN OF
THIS FACT: THERE IS NO MORE DEDICATED AND LOYAL GROUP OF
PEOPLE THAN THE MEN AND WOMEN -- AMERICAN AND FOREIGN --
WHO STAFF OUR EMBASSIES.

4

I ALSO REALIZE WHAT A BURDEN A PRESIDENTIAL VISIT CAN BE,
AND WANT YOU TO KNOW HOW WE APPRECIATE THE HARD WORK AND
. SUPERB PLANNING THAT HAVE GONE INTO OUR VISIT.

You KNow, A JAPANESE PROVERB SAYS, "LIFE WITHOUT
ENDEAVOR IS LIKE ENTERING A JEWEL-MINE AND COMING OUT WITH
EMPTY HANDS." YOUR PROFESSIONALISM AND COMMITMENT ENRICH
THE TIES WHICH BIND THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN, AND
FURTHER THE CAUSE OF PEACE IN THIS IMPORTANT AREA OF THE
WORLD.
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1 AM DELIGHTED THAT THE FIRST FOREIGN VISITOR TO
WASHINGTON OF MY ADMINISTRATION WAS THE PRIME MINISTER OF
JAPAN, WHO, INCIDENTALLY, CELEBRATES HIS 65TH BIRTHDAY ON
SUNDAY. | '

IN A SENSE, WE ALL HAVE REASON TO CELEBRATE. FOR HIS
VISIT SEVERAL WEEKS AGO UNDERSCORED -- AGAIN -- THE
CRUCIAL ROLE BOTH NATIONS ATTACH TO OUR RELATIONSHIP. AND
OUR MEETINGS WERE THE BEGINNING OF MAINTAINING THE CLOSEST
POSSIBLE CONSULTATION BETWEEN US AS WE WORK TO RESOLVE OUR
DIFFERENCES, AND PURSUE OUR COMMON GOALS.

6

WE HAVE PROBLEMS, BUT WITH YOUR HELP WE ARE TACKLING
THEM.

WE FACE CHALLENGES, BUT WITH YOUR HELP WE WILL MEET
THEM.

AND IN COMING MONTHS, WE WILL NEED YOUR ENERGY, YOUR
RESOURCES, AND MOST OF ALL, YOUR PRAYERS.

IN CLOSING, LET ME SAY AGAIN HOW MUCH WE APPRECIATE

YOUR SUPPORT. THANK YOU AND GOOD' LUCK, AND GOD BLESS THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. |

# # #
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REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF .

TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 24, 1989 /7

This is Barbara’s and my first-overseas trip, and it is an
important one. We were deeply moved by the dignity of today’s
memorial service and the affection in which the late Emperor was
held. |

We gather at a time of sadness, but also of hope. For
tomorrow morning we will call upon Their Majesties, the new
Emperor and Empress. And we are proud to pay our respects and
those of the American people to His Imperial Majesty.

Barbara and I are delighted to have this chance to meet with
you here at the Embassy.

I understand that during Ambassador Mansfiela’s tenure, you
used to call the Embassy the "Bar None Ranch." The reason was
self-evident: He never tired of saying that the U.S.-Japan
relationship was the most important bilateral relationship in the
world, BAR NONE.

Well, as a Texan -- and as one who appreciates the
importance of U.S.-Japan relations and those who do so much to
further that relationship -- I like that kind of reasoning. And
unlike some Texas yarns, it’s no tall tale, believe me.

From my own diplomatic experience, I am certain of this

fact: There is no more dedicated and loyal group of people than



the men and women -- American and foreign -- of our Foreign
Service. I also realize what a burden a Presidential visit can
be, and want you to know how we appreciate the hard work and
superb planning that have gone into our visit.

You know, a Japanese proverb says, "Life without éndeavor is
like énpering a jewel-mine and‘coming oﬁt with empty hands."
Your professionalism and commitment enrich the ties which bind
the United States and Japan, and further the cause of peace in
this important area of the world.

I am delighted that the first foreign visitor to Washington
of my Administration was the Prime Minister of Japan, who,
incidentélly, celebrates his 65th birthday on Sunday.

In a sense, we all have reason to celebrate. For his visit
several weeks'ago-underscored -- again.-- the crucial réle both
nations attach to our relationship. And our meetings were the
beginning of maintaining the closest possible consultation
between us as we work to resolve our differences, and pursue our
common goals.

We have problems, but with your help we are tackling them.

We face challenges, but with your help we will meet them.

And in coming months, as we focus, increasingly, on such
global issues as poverty and the environment, we will need your
energy, your resources, and most of all, your prayers.

In closing, let me say again how much we appreciate your

support. Thank you and good luck, and God bless the United

States of America.
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REMARKS:

P}ease provide your commenté/récommendations directly to Chriss
- Winston's office with an info copy to my office by 3:00
Friday, February 17. Thank you.

<

G

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



(Smith) .
February 16, 1989
11:50 a.m.
embassy

1923 FE8i5 R 1: 08
REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF
TOKYO, JAPAN
 FEBRUARY 24, 1989

This is Barbara’s and my first overseas trip, and it is an

important one. We were deeply moved by the dignity of today’s

memorial service and the affection in which the late Emperor was

held.
We gather at a time of sadness, but also of hope. For
tomorrow morning we will call upon Their Majesties, the new

Emperor and Empress. And we are proud to pay our respects and

those of the American people to His Imperial Majesty.

Barbara and I are delighted to have this chance to meet with
you here at the Embassy.

I understand that during Ambassador Mansfield’s tenure, you
used to call the Embassy the "Bar None Ranch." The reason was
self-evident:‘ He never tired of saying that the U.S.-Japan
relationship was the most important bilateral relationship in the
world, BAR NONE.

Well, as a Texan -- and as one ﬁhb appreciates the
importance of U.S.-Japan relations and those who do so much to
further that relationship -- I like that kind of reasoning. And
unlike some Texas yarns, it’s no tall tale, believe me.

From my own diplomatic experience, I am certain of'this

fact: There is no more dedicated and loyal group of people than



the men and Qomen -- American and foreign -- of our Foreign
Service.- T also realize what a burden a Presidential visit can
be, and want you to know how we appreciate the hard work and
superb planning that have gone into our visit.

You know, a Japanese proverb says, "Life without endeavor is
like entering a jewel-mine and coming out with empty hands.”
Your professionalism and commitment enrich the ties which bind
the United States and Japan, and further the cause of peace in
this important area of the world. |

I am delighted that the first foreign visitor to Washington
| of my Administration was the Prime Minister of Japan, who,
incidentally, celebrates his 65th birthday on Sunday.'

In a sensé, we all have reason to celebrate.. For his visit
several weeks ago underscored -- again -- the crucial role both
nations attach to our relationship. And our méetings were the
beginning of maintaining the closest possible consultation
between ns as we work to resolve our differences, and pursue our
nommon goals. |

We have problems, but with ydur‘nelp we are tackling them.

We face challengeé, but with your help we will meet them.

And in coming months, as we focus, increasingly, on such
global issues as poverty and the environment, we will need your
energy, your resources, and most of all, your prayers. -

In closing, let me say again how much we appreciate your
support. Thank you and good luck, and God bless the United

States of America.



February 16, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM CICCONI

FROM; DENISE SCHWAR2
OFFICE OF CABINET AFFAIRS

SUBJECT; PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS; AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF

We have reviewed the remarks and have no changes.
I have called this to Chriss Winston’s office directly.

Attachment



WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

2/16/83 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 3:00 2/17/89

PRESIDENTIAL R :
SUBJECT: , IAL REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
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REMARKS:

P}ease provide your comments/recommendations directly to Chriss
Winston's office with an info copy to my office by 3:00
Friday, February 17. Thank you.

”

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702
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REMARKS:

RETURNTO:

O Davfd Q. Bates ' [ Associate Director
Cabinet Secratary " Office of Cabinet Affairs
456-2174 » 456-2800
(1st Floor, West Wing) (Room 23S, OEOB)
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REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF
TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 24, 1989

This is Barbara’s and my first overseas trip, and it is an
important one. We were deeply moved by the dignity of today’s
memofigl service and the affection in which-the late Emperor was
held.

We gather at a time of sadness, but also of hope. For
tomorrow morning we will call upon Their Majesties, the new
Emperor and Empress. And we are proud to pay our respects and
those of the American people tc His Imperial Majesty.

Barbara and I are delighted to have this chance to meet with
you here at the Embassy.

I understand that during Ambassador Mansfield’s tenure, you
used to call the Embassy the "Bar None Ranch." The reason was
self-evident: He never tired of saying that the U.S.-Japan
relationship was the most important bilateral relationship in the
world, BAR NONE.

Weli, as a Texan -- and as one who appreciates the
importance of U.S.-Japan relations and those who do so much to
further that relationship -- I like that kind of reasoning. And
unlike some Texas yarns, it’s no tail tale, believe me.

From my own diplomatic experience, I am certain of this

fact: There is no more dedicated and loyal group of people than
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the men and women -- American and foreign -- of our Foreign
Service. I also reaiize what a burden a Presidential visit can
be, and want you to know how we appreciate the hard work and
superb planning that have gone into our visit.

You know, a Japanese proverb says, "Life without endeavor is
like.en;ering a jewel-mine and coming out with empty hands."
Your professionalism and commitment enrich the ties which bind
the United States and Japan, and further the cause of peace in
this important area of the world.

I am delighted that the first foreign visitor to Washington
of my Administration was the Prime Minister of Japan, who,
incidentally, celebrates his 65th birthday Qn Sunday.

In a sense, we all have reason to celebrate.' For his visit
several weeks ago underscored -- again -- the crucial role both
nations attach to our relationship. And our meetings were the
beginning of maintaining the closest possible consultation
between us as we work to resolve our differences, and pursue our
common goals.

We have problems, but with your'ﬁelp we are tackling thenm.

We face challenges, but with your help we will meet them.

And in coming months, as we focus, increasingly, on such
global issues as poverty and the environment, we will need your
energy, your resources, and most of all, your prayers.

In plosing, let me say again how much we appreciate your
support. Thank you and good luck, and God bless the United

States of America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 16, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: ROGER B. PORTER A4/

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: American Embassy Staff

We have no suggested policy changes and approve of the
draft in its present form.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

cc: Jim Cicconi
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REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF

TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 24, 1989

This is Barbara’s and my first overseas trip, and it is an
important one. We were deeply moved by the dignity of today’s
memorial service and the affection in which the late Emperor was
held.

We gather at a time of sadness, but also of hope. For
tomorrow morning we will call upon Their Majesties, the new
Emperor and Empress. And we are proud to pay our respects and
those of the American people to His Imperial Majesty.

Barbara and I are delighted to have this chance to meet with
you here at the Embassy.

I understand that during Ambassador Mansfield’s tenure, you
used to call the Embassy the "Bar None Ranch." The reason was
self-evident: He never tired of saying that the U.S.-Japan
relationship was the most important bilateral relationship in the
world, BAR NONE.

Well, as a Texan -- and as one who appreciates the
importance of U.S.rJapan'relations and those who do so much to
further that relationship -- I like that kind of reasoning. And
unlike some Texas yarns, it’s no tall tale, believe me.

From my own diplomatic experience, I am certain of this

fact: There is no more dedicated and loyal group of people than



the men and women -- American and foreign -- of our Foreign
Service. I also realize what a burden a Presidential visit can
be, and want you to know how we appféciate the hard work and
superb planning that have gone into our visit.

‘You know, a Japanese proverb says, "Life without endeavor is
like.entering a jewel-mine and coming out with empty hands."
Your professionalism énd commitment enrich the ties yhich bind
the United States and Japan, and further the cause of peace in
this important area of the world.

I am delighted that the first foreign visitor to Washington
of my Administration was the Prime Minister of Japan, who,
incidentally, celebrates his 65th birthday on Sunday.

In a sense, we all have reason to celebfate.. For his visit
several weeks ago underscored -- again -- the crucial role both
nations attach to our relationship. And our meetings were the
beginning of maintaining the closest possible consultation
between us as we work to resolve our differences, and pursue our
common goals.

We have problems, but with your help we are tackling them.

We face challenges; bﬁf with your help we will meet them.

And in coming months, as we focus, increasingly, on such
global issues as povérty)and the environment, we will need your
energy, your resources, and most of all, your prayers.

In closing, let me say again how much we appreciate your
support. Thank you and good luck, and God bless the United

States of America.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 17, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: NELSON LUND "vk
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: American Embassy Staff
(Tokyo, Japan)

At the request of James W. Cicconi, Counsel's office has reviewed
the captioned draft remarks. Counsel's office has no objections.

We appreciate the opportunity to review these remarks.

Attachment
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REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF

TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 24, 1989

This is Barbara’s and my first overseas trip, and it is an
important one. We were deeply moved by the dignity of today’s
memorial service and the affection in which the late Emperor was
held. |

We gather at a time of sadness, but also of hope. For
tomorrow morning we will call upon Their Majesties, the new
Emperor and Empress. And we are proud to pay our respects and
those of the American people to His Imperial Majesty.

Barbara and I are delighted to have this chance to meet with
you here at the Embassy.

I understand that during Ambassador Mansfiela’s tenure, you
used to call the Embassy the "Bar None Ranch." The reason was
self-evident: He never tired of saying that the U.S.-Japan
relationship was the most important bilateral relationship in the
world, BAR NONE.

Well, as a Texan -- and as one who appreciates the
importance of U.S.-Japan relations and those who do so much to
further that relationship -- I like that kind of reasoning. And
unlike some Texas yarns, it’s no tall tale, believe me.

From my own diplomatic experience, I am certain of this

fact: There is no more dedicated and loyal group of people than



the men and women -- American and foreign -- of our Foreign
Service. I also realize what a burden a Presidential visit can
be, and want you to know how we appreciate the hard work and
superb planning that have gone into our visit.

You know, a Japanese proverb says, "Life without endeavor is
like éntering a jewel-mine and coming out with empty hands."
Your professionalism and commitment enrich the ties which bind
the United States_and Japan, and further the cause of peace in
this important area of the world.

I am delighted that the first foreign visitor to Washington
of my Administration was the Prime Minister of Japan, who,
incidentally, celebrates his 65th birthday on Sunday.

In a sense, we all have reason to celebrate. For his visit
several weeks ago-underscored -- again -- the crucial role both
nations attach to our relationship. And our meetings were the
beginning of maintaining the closest possible consultation
between us as we work to resolve our differences, and pursue our
common goals.

We have problems, but with your help we are tackling them.

We face challenges, but with your help we will meet them.

Apd in coming months, as we focus, increasingly, on such
global issues as poverty and the environment, we will need your
energy, your resources, and most of all, your prayers.

In closing, 1let me say égain how much we appreciate your
support. Thank you and good luck, and God bless the United

States of America.
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We gather at a time of sadness, but also of hope. For this
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And we wexs proud to pay our respects and those of the American

people to His Imperial Majesty, the—rmew—Emperor.

Barbara and I are delighted to have this chance to meet with

you here at the Embassy.

I understand that during Ambassador Mansfield’s tenure, you
used to call the Embassy the "Bar None Ranch." The reason was
self-evident: He never tired of saying that the U.S.-Japan
relationship was the most important bilateral relationship in the

world, BAR NONE.
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You know, a Japanese proverb says, "Life without endea¥%or is

like entering a jewel-mine and coming out with empty hands."
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From my own diplomatic experience, I am certain of this
fact: There is no more dedicated and loyal group of people than
the men and women--American and foreign--of our Foreign Service.
I also realize what a burden a'presidentiai visit can be, and
want you to know how we appreciate the hard work and superb
planning that have gone into our;visit.

I am delighted that the first foreign visitor to Washington
of my Administration was the Prime Minister of Japan, who,

. Sum
incidentally, celebrates his 65th birthday t@mﬂﬁmﬁgéQJ?

In a sense, we all have reason to celebrate. For his visit
several weeks ago underscored--again--the crucial role both
nations attach to our relationship. And our meetings were hm& the
beginning of malntalnlng the closest p0551ble consultatlon;\ﬂ064°de€LL
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wo e Piseussions—to resolve our differencess ceoperat

pursue our
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We have problems, ‘but with your help we are tackling them.

We face challenges, but with your help we will meet thenmn.

{
And in coming months, as we focus,\increasingly, on such



global issues as poverty and the environment, we will need your

energy, your resources, and most of all, your prayers.

In closing, let me say again how much we appreciate your
support. Thank you and good luck, and God bless the United States

of America.
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REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF
TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 24, 1989

This is Barbara’s and my first overseas trip, and it is an
important one. We were deeply moved by the dignity of today's
memorial service and the affection in which the late Emperor was
held.

We gather at a time of sadness, but also of hope. For
tomorrow morning we will call upon Their Majesties, the new
Emperor and Empress. And we are proud to pay our respects and
those of the American people to His Imperial Majesty.

Barbara and I are delighted to have this chance to meet with
you here at the Embassy.

I understand that dﬁfing Ambassador Mansfield’s tenure, you
used to call the Embassy the "Bar None Ranch." The reason was
self-evident: He never tired of saying that the U.S.-Japan
relationship was the most important bilateral relationship in the
world, BAR NONE.

Well, as a Texan -- and as one who appreciates the
importance of U.S.-Japan relations and those who do so much to
further that relationship =-- I like that kind of reasoning. And
unlike some Texas yarns, it’s no tall tale, believe me.
| From my own diplomatic experience, I am certain of'this

fact: There is no more dedicated and loyal group of people than



the men and women -- American and foreién -- of our Foreign
Service. I also realize what a burden a Presidential visit can
be, and want you to know how we appreciate the hard work and
superb planning that have gone into our visit.

You know, a Japanese proverb says, "Life without endeavor is
like entering a jewel-mine and coming out with empty hands."
Your professionalism and commitment enrich the ties which bind
the United States and Japan, and further the cause of peace in
this important area of the world.

I am delighted that the first foreign visitor to Washington
of my Administration was the Prime Minister of Japan, who,
incidentally, celebrates his 65th birthday on Sunday. |

In a sense, we all have reason to celebrate. For his visit
several weeks ago underscored -- again -- the crucial role both
nations attach to our relationship. And our meetings were the’
beginning of maintaining the closest possible consultation
between us as we work to resolve our differences, and pursue our
common goals.

We have problems, but with your help we are tackling them.

We face challénges, but with your help we will meet thém.

And in coming months, as we focus, increasingly, on such
global issues as poverty and the environment, we wiil need your
enerqgy, your resources, and mosﬁ of all, your prayers.

In closing, let me say again how much we appreciate your
support. Thank you and good luck, and God bless the United

States of America.



I am delighted that the first foreign visitor to Washington
of my administration was the Prime Minister of Japan. That
underscores again the importance both nations attach to our
relationship. Our meetings were but the beginning of
maintaining the closest possible consgltation between us as we
work to resolve our differences and pursue our many common
interests.

We have problems, but with your help we are tackling them.
We are also turning our attention to such global problems as
poverty and the environment and will be devoting an increasing
share of our energy and resources to solving those.

In conclusion, let me say again how much we appreciate your

support. Thank you and good luck.
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REMARKS: AMERICAN EMBASSY STAFF
TOKYO, JAPAN
FEBRUARY 24, 1989

This is Barbara’s and my first overseas trip, and it is an
impbr;ant one. We were deeply moved by the dignity of today’s
memorial service and the affection in which the late Emperor was
held.

We gather at a time of sadness, but also of hope. For
tomorrow morning we will call upon Their Majesties, the new
Emperor and Empress. And we are proud to pay our respects and
those of the American people to His Imperial Majesty.

Barbara and I are delighted to have this chance to meet with
you here at the Embassy.

I understand that during Ambassador Mansfield’s tenure, you
used to call the Embassy the "Bar None Ranch." The reason was
self-evident: He never tired of saying that the U.S.-Japan
relationship was the most important bilateral relationship in ﬁhe
world, BAR NONE.

Well, as a Texan -- and as one who appreciates the
importance of U.S.-Japan relations and those who do.so much to
further that relationship -- I like that kind of reasoning. And
unlike some Texas yarns, it’s no tall tale, believe me.

From my own diplomatic experience, I am certain of this

fact: There is no more dedicated and loyal group of people than



_the men and ﬁoﬁen -- American and foreign -- of our Foreign
Service. I also realize what a burden a Presidential visit can
be, and want you to khow how we appfeciate the hard work and
superb planning that have gone into our visit.

You know, a Japanese proverb says, nife without endeavor is
like enterihg a jewel-mine and coming out with empty hanas."
Your'professionalism and commitment enrich the ties which bind
the United States and Japan, and furthér the cause of peace iﬁ
this important area of the world.

I am delighted that the firét foreign visitor to Washington
of my Administration was the Prime Minister of Japan, who,
'incidentally; celebrates his 65th birthday on. Sunday.

In a sense, we all have reason to celebrate. For his visit
several weeks ago underscored -- again -- the crucial role both
ﬁations attach to our reiationship. And our meetings were the
beginning of maintaiﬁiﬁg the closest possible consultation
between us as we work to resolve our differences, and pursue our
common goals.

We have problems, but with your help we are tackling them.

We face challenges, but with your help we will meet them.

And invcoming mqﬁths, as we focus, increasingly, on such
global issues as poverty and the environment, we will need your
enerqgy, your resourées, and most of all, your prayers.

In closing, let me say again how much we appreciate your
support. Thank you and good luck, and God bless the United

States of America.



