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BATES O / UNTERMEYER O 0O
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and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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PRESIDENT BUSH
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS

February 1, 1989

Jerry Rose, Ben Armstrong, Ladies and Gentleﬁen, I am
delighted,to be here. I want to say a special hello to
Dr. Graham and thank him again for his wonderful words of
wisdom ét £ﬁe Inauguration.

Whenever I think how much broadcésting has changed in my
lifetime, I'm amazed. I keep trying to tell my grandchildren
how hard things were in the old days. I can remember when we
had to get up and walk all the way across the room to change
channels on the TV set.

Many of the changes in broadcasting have been very
positive, but there are other trends that cause concern. Many
things that would have raised an outcry a decade ago, pass
almost unnoticed today.

In George Burns’ book about his wife and cbmedy partner,
Gracie Allen, he recalls the time Gracie gave a speech on the
radio in Omaha. When the qity’s mayor, Dan Butler( asked her
to be informal and just call him Dan, Gracie refused. She

said: "Everybody knows you can’t say Dan on the radio."
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I want to thank Jerry Rose and all of you at the NRB for
the role you played in helping fo broadcast the Inaugural |
Sunday service at the National Cathedral. It was a wonderful
feeling to know that millions of Americans were sharing those
moments of prayer and dedication together.

I must tell you, that service was a very moving occasion
for_Barbara and me and the whole family. It is a humbling
thought t6 know that God entrusts people -- mere human
beings -- with the stewardship of this planet. He‘still has
confidence. that somehoﬁ with His help ;— we can find our
way ... we caﬁ still learn and we can still improve.

I thought it was very appropriate that one of the
scripture readings thét morning was from the book of Genesis:
We are embarking on a new administration. This is our time of
genesis.

What will be the hopes énd prayers of this
administration? What'will we say and do? What will our story
Ee?

The scriptures say, that-éod has made us in His own image
and it is true that in some finite way, we havé been given fhe
opportunity to create. We can create peace or war, we can

create prosperity or poverty.
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Like most Americans, I believe that we must étrive to
continue our economic growth, and to see that its benefits
reach- more and more of our peopie. We must never stop working
until there are homes for the homeless, jobs for the jobless,
and hope for those in-despair.

Like most Americans, I want continuéd peace with our
neighbors and better relationships with our friends and rivals
alike around the world.

But I hope for more than that -- that our chance is not
only to improve upon the status quo, but to set a higher
standard -- a higher purpose for our country. oOur higher
purpose is to make a difference for the éood. To achieve the
quieter, deeper successes that are made, not of gold and silk,
but of better hearts and finer souls.

Teddy Roosevelt often talked about “gettiné into the
arena," about taking the risk of déing something and not just
sfanding on the sidelines.

There is a wonderful proverb in the Bible -- Billy Graham
says that if you read one chapter oflProverbs a day you can
read through the whole book in a month. Not a bad pféctice
for any of us to follow. Well,‘there is this wonderful
proverb. It says, "where there are.no oxen, the stable is

Clean, but there is no profit in an empty stable."
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Critics are sometimes'very»impressive people. Their
stables are so clean. Buf to improve the lot of others
requirés action, and action requires risky and the people who
take risks»will make mistakes.along the way. Their stables
may be cluttered. But with risk\éomes reward. And our
country was founded by men and women who took risks..

When I spoke to you two years ago, I‘talked aBout the
need for ethics. I talked about the problems anhd
controversies and scaﬁdals that had come to Wall Street and to
government; no institution has beeﬁ immune, before or since.

I’ve created a commission on Federal Ethids Law Reform to
take a new look at the ethical standards that apply to all
~three branches of the Federal government. Judges Malcolm
Wilkey and-Griffin Bell will head this important panel charged
with reforming and revitalizing Féderal ethical standards.

Some would want me to use this occasion to preach at you,
as well. "But I must say that I commend the actipn you‘are
taking to look inward, to set standards and rules of
accountability -- for freedom Carries.with it the demands bf

responsibility.
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I’ve talked théSe"Iééf'twb weeks about service as well
and we’ve put in place a néw office in the White House -- the
Office of National Service. I want this Office to focus
attention on non-governmental resources, local and community
efforts to solve critical problems. I want it to help me
persuade all Americans that sefvice td_others'is a necessary
part of any successful 1ife.. |

My message today is to thank you for the‘good you are
doing -- to tell you to keep going, to not let the mistakes
and the setbacks distract you from the good work that so many
of you have done.

Imagine what America would be.like if your schools were
to close, and if your church-financed retirement homes.were to
shut down: If your soup kitchens were to close their doors
and your adopfioh seryices were no longer there =-- How could
government step in to replace you?

Thefe isn’t enough money -- There aren’t énough people.
You_are needed. You have answéred)a noble calling.

Thanks to you, and the hard work of others, many ﬁothefs
are now opting for life, and we look forward to the day when

all mothers opt for life.
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And haﬁ can any of us rest until little school children
have the same right that our own Senators and Cbngressmen
have =-- thé right to begin their day with a moment of silent
prayer? | |

All your works are the stars in the night --'the.
thoﬁsand points of light I héve spoken of before. This is my
vision of a kinder, gentler, better America. Partnerships,
working together to solve problems. |
. When I see Mother Angelica here with her television
‘network to ‘the Catholics -- when I see my friend |
Reverend Graham -- and his eloquent call for commitment —--— and
when I think of the work of the great evangelical
denominations, I am reminded of ofher kinds of partnerships
and I am coﬁvinced more than evér of the merit of your work.
This is a time for coming together -- pulling togeﬁherr
That’s why I.need your help. -

As Americans, we must put aside our fears of each other.
We must put aside the stereotypes. All of us must leave
religious intolerance behind and racism, too.

You, the members of the National Religious Broadcasters,
with,all of your resources, can play such an important role ‘to
iﬂstill in a new generation, a common sense value of telling
'-right from_wrong} a generation free from fears and biases.

These new lives are, themselves, pages to write on.
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So reﬁembgr,-each act of'cafing is a victory for us ailf
One person’s'triumphiis an inspiration to everyone else.
| . « « « This morning, someone’s child is ill.

. « « . There is an oldlwoman somewhere'whose friends and
rélatives are gone, and she is.feeling 1oné1y and disoriehted.
There ié deépair. o

.4Can we as a péople continue to fulfill the promise that
is America, the“hope that brouéht millions of poor immigrants
to our:shofés and &ith their dreams, and the dreams of those
who ‘came before them, who built this mighty hation.

‘T believe that we can.

Your broadcasté touch the lives of so many people in so
many wonderful ways. I think of the church services broadcast
locally for shut-ins of‘the encouragement you have brought to
troubled youths throuéh the girwaves.

Christian broadcasting can lead the way in careful
consideration of what is truly exempléry. There used to be a
list of at least séveh words you couldn’t say on the air and‘a
lot of things you couldn’t show on TV, I>£hinkﬂthe lists have

- gotten shorter these days.
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Well,.today I’d rather think of the six beautiful words
you can and do still'broadcast. I want to affirm my support
of your right to say them and encourage your responéibility in
doing so. Six words: "For God so loved the world . . . ."

Our country and our world are desperately in need of good
news and you’ve got the best news there is. Keep saying those
six words and telling people what they can mean in their

lives.

Thank you and God bless you.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHlNGTON
January 31, 1989

BRIEFING FOR THE
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS -

.

DATE: ' FEBRUARY 1, 1989- 

TIME: ©© 11:00 AM

LOCATION: SHERATON WASHINGTON
THROUGH: . DAVID DEMAREST v
FROM: DOUG WEAD '

I. PURPOSE

To address the National Rellglous Broadcasters at thelr
46th annual convention, and show your thanks for the .
support of conservative rellglous groups durlng the
election campaign. _ -

P et

‘ : | o
II. BACKGROUND

E ks '
This event has 4000 red%étéred delegates, including
owners of religious television and radio stations and
network ministries. Although it includes Catholic and
other traditional Christian denominations, the
single most important common denominator is the
evangelicals.

Evangelicals favored you by an estimated 81% in the
election. One third of your total popular vote
identified themselves as "born again."

At the last visit to the NRB, you misstated the
reference to the popular verse of John 3:16 and 1t was
used by your political opponents.

IIT. PARTICIPANTS

Billy Graham

Jerry Rose, President of the NRB

Ben Armstrong, Executive Director NRB
Jerry Falwell

Other members of the NRB Executive staff.

Iv. PRESS PLAN

Open press.

V.  SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

See personal trip schedule
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS:
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The attached has been forwarded to the President.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi

Assistant to the President
and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
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PRESIDENT BUSH
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS

February 1, 1989

Jerry Rose, Ben Armstrong, Ladies and Gentlemen, I am
delighted to be here. I want to say a special hello to
Dr. Graham and thank him again for his wonderful words of
wisdom at fhe Inauguration.

Wheneﬁér I think how much brogdcasting has changed in my
lifetime, I'm amazed. I keep trying to tell my grandchildren
how hard things were in the old days. I can remembér when we
had to get up and walk all the way across the room to change
channels on the TV set.

Many of the changes in broadcasting have been very
positive, but there are other trends that cause concern. Many
things that would have raiséd an outcry\a decade ago, pass
almost unnoticed today. |

In George Burns’ book about his wife and comedy partner,
Gracie Allen, he recalls the time Gracie gave a speech on the
radio in Omahé. When the city’s mayor, Dan Butler, asked her
to be informal and just call him Dan, Gracie.refused. She

said: "Everybody knows you can’t say Dan on the radio."
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I wané to thank Jerry Rose and all of you at the NRB for
the role you plafed in helping to broadcast the Inaﬁgural
Sunday service at the National Cathedral. It was a wonderful
feeling to know that millions of Americans were sharing those
moments of prayer and dedication together.

I must tell you, that service was a very moving occasion
for Barbara aﬁd me and the whole family. It is a humbling
thought to know that God entrusts people -- mere human
beings -- with the stewardship of this planet. He still has
confidence that somehow with His help -- we can find our
way ... we can still learn and we can still improve.

I thought it was very appfopriate that one of the
scripture readings that morning was from the book of Genesis:
We are embarking on.a new administration. This is our time of
genesis.

What will be the hopes and prayers of this
administgation? What will we say and do? What will our story
be?

The scriptures say, that God has made us in His own image
and it is true that in some finite way, we have been given the
opportunity to create. Wwe canlcreate peace or war, we can -

create prosperity or poverty.
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~ Like ﬁost Americans, I believe that we musﬁ.strive to
continue our economic.growth, and to see that its béngfits-A
reach more and more of'our people. We must never stop working
until there are homes for the homeless, jobs for the jobless,
and hope for those in despair. |

Like most Americans, I want continued peace with our
néighbors and better rglaﬁionships with our friends and rivals
alike around the world. .

~ But I hope for more than that -- that dur!chance is not
only to improve upon the status Quo, but to set a higher
standard -- a higher purpose for our country. "Our highér
éurpose is to make a différenée for the good. To achieve the -
quieter, deeper successes that aré made, not of'gold and silk,A
but of better hearts and finer souls. -

« Te@dy Roosevelt often tglked about "gefting into the
arena," About taking the risk‘of doing something and not just
standing on the sidelines.

There is a wonderful proverb in the Bible --= Billy Graham
says that if you read one chapter of Proverbs a day ydu can
‘read through the whole book in a month. Not a bad practice
- for any of uslf§_f01;ow. Well, there is this wonderful
proverb; It says, "where there are no bxen, the stable is

clean, but there is no profit in an empty stable."
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Critiés are sometimes very impressive people. Their
v'stablés are so clean. But to improve the lot of others
‘requires action, and actién requires risk, and the people who
take risks will make mistakes along the Qéy. Their stables
may be cluttered. Bu£ with risk comes reward. And our
country was founded by men and women who took risks.

When I spoke to you two years ago, I talked ap&ut fhe
Anged for ethics. I talked about the problems ahd
controversies and scandals that ﬁad come to Wall Street and to
government; no institution h;s beeﬁ immune, before or since.

I’ve created a commission on Federal Ethics Law Reform to
take a new look at the ethical standards that épply to all
. three branches of the Federal government. Judgeé Malcolm
Wilkey and Griffin Bell will head this important panei charged
with reforming and revitalizing Fedéral ethical standards.

Some would want me to use this occasion to preach at you,
.aslwell. But I must say that I commend the action you are
taking to look.inward, to set standards and rules of
accountability -- for freedom carries with it thé demands of

responsibility.
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I’ve talked these last two weeks about service as well
and we’ve put in place a new office in the White House -- the
Office of National Service. I want this Office to focus
attention on nén—governmental resources,; local and community
.efforts to solve critical problems. I want it.to help me
persuade all Americans that service_to others'is a necessary
part of any successful life.

My message today is to thank you for the good you are
doing -- to tell you to keep going, to not let the mistakes
and thé setbacks distract you from the good work that so many
of you have done.

Imagine what America would be like if your schools were
to close, and if your church-financed retirement homes were to
shut down. -If your soup kitchens were to close their doors
and your adoption services were no longer there -- How could
government step in to replace you?

There isn’t enough money -- There aren't enough people.
You are needed. You have answered a noble calling.

Thanks to you, and the hard work Qf others, many mothers
are néﬁ opting for life, and we look forwérd to the day when

"all mothers opt for.life.
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And hew can any ef us rest until little school children
have the.saﬁe right Fhat our own Senators and Congressmen
have -- the right to begin their day with a moment of silent
prayer? |

All your works are the stars in the night -- the
.thousand«points of light I have spoken of before.” This is my
vision of a kinder, gentler, better America. Partnerships,
working together te solve problems. | |

When I see Mother Angelica here with her television
.network to-the Catholics -- when I see my frlend |
Reverend Graham -- and his eloquent call for commitment -- and
when I think of the work of the great evangelical
denominations, I am.reminded of other kinds of partnerships
and I am convinced more than ever of the ﬁerit of your work.
This ie a time for cohing together -- pulling together.
That’s why I need yoﬁr help.

AsAAmericans, we mustrput aside our fears of each bther.
We must put aside the stereotypes. All of us must leave

religious 1ntolerance behind and racism, too.

You, the members of the National Religious Broadcasters,
with a11 of your resources, can play such an 1mportant role to
instill in a new generation, a common sense value of telling
rlght from wrong, a generation free from fears and biases.

These new lives are, themselves, pages to write on.
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So reiembér,_each act of éaring is a victqry fof us all.
One pérson’é triUﬁph is”énlinspiration to everydne else.

. . . . This morning, someone’s child is ill.

¢« « « « There is an old woman somewhere whose frieﬁds and
relatives are gone, and she is feeling lonelf and disofiented.
There is deépair. \ |

Can wé as a people continue td fulfill the_promise that
is America,lthe'hope that brought millions of poor iﬁmigrants
to our shores and with théir dfeams, and the dreams of those
who came before theﬁ, who built this mighty nation.

I believe that we can.

four broadcasts touch the lives of so many péople in so
many woﬁderfu} ways. I think of the church Services broadcast
locally for shut-ins or the encouragement you have brought to
troubled youths through the airwaves.

Christian broadcasting can lead the way in careful
consideration of what is truly exemplary. There used tq be-a
list of at least seven words-you couldn’t say on ﬁhe air and-a
lot of things you couldn’t show on TV. I think the lists have

gbtten shorter these daysj
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Well,.today I'd rather think of the six beautiful words
you can and do still broadcast. I want to affirm my support
of your right to say them and encourage your responsibility in
doing so. Six words: "For God so loved the world . ... ."

Our country and our world are desperately in need of good
news and you’ve got the best news there is. Keep saying fhose
six_woras~and telling people what they can mean in their

lives.

Thank you and God bless yoﬁ.
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PRESIDENT BUSH
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS

February 1, 1989

Jerry Rose, Ben Armstrong, Ladies and Gentlemen, I am
delighted to be here. I want to say a special hello to
Dr. Graham and thank him again for his wonderful words of
wisdom at the Inauguration.

Whenever I think how much broadcasting has changed in my
lifetime, I’m amazed. I keep trying to tell my grandchildren
how hard things were in the old days. I can remember when we
had to get up and walk all the way across the room to change
channels on the TV set. ‘

Many of the changes in broadcasting have been very
positive, but there are other trends that cause concern. Many
things that would havé raised an outcry a decade ago, pass
almost unnoticed today.

In George Burns’ book about his wife ahd comedy partner,
Gracie Allen, he recalls the time Gracie gave a speech on the
radio in Omaha. When the city’s mayor, Dan Butler, asked her
to be informal and just call him Dan, Gracie refused. She

said: "Everybody knows you can’t say Dan on the radio."
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I want to thank Jerry Rose and all of you at the NRB for
the role you played in helping to broadcast the Inaugural
Sunday service at the National Cathedral. It was a wonderful
feeling to know that millions of Americans were sharing those
moments of prayer and dedication together.

I must tell you, that service was a very moving occasion
for Barbara and me and the whole family. It is a humbling
thought to know that God entrusts people -- mere human
beings -- with the stewardship of this planef. He still has
confidence that somehow with His help -- we can find our
way ... we can still learn and we can still improve.

I thought it was very appropriate that one of the
scripture readings that morning was from the book of Genesis.
We are embarking on a new administration. This is our time of
genesis.

What will be the hopes and prayers of this
administration? What will we say and do? What will our story
be?

The scriptures say, that God has made us in His own image
and it is true that in some finite way, we have been given the
Iopportunity tq create. We can create peace or war, we can

create prosperity or poverty.
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Like most Americans, I believe that we must strive to
continue our economic growth, and to see that its benefits
reach more and more of our people. We must never stop working
until there are homes for the homeless, jobs for the jobless,
and hope for those in despair.

. Like most Americans, I want continued peace with our
neighbors and better relationships with our friends and rivals
alike around the world.

But I hope for more than that -- that our chance is not
only to improve upon the status quo, but to set a higher
standard -- a higher purpose for our country. Our higher
purpose is to make a difference for the good. To achieve the
quieter, deeper successes that are made, not of gold and silk,
but of better hearts and finer souls.

Teddy Roosevelt often talked about "getting into the
arena," about taking the risk of doing something and not just
standing on the sidelines.

There is a wonderful proverb in the Bible -- Billy Grahan
says that if you read one chapter of Proverbs a day you can
read through the whole book in a month. Not a bad practice
for any of us to follow. Well, there is this wonderful
proverb. It says, "where there are no oxen, the stable is

clean, but there is no profit in an empty stable."
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Critics are sometimes very impressive people. Their
stables are so clean. But to improve the lot of others
requires action, and action requires risk, and the people who
take risks will make mistakes along the way. Their stables
may be cluttered. But with risk comes reward. And our
country was founded by men and women who took risks.

When I spoke to you two years ago, I talked about the
need for ethics. I talked about the problems and
controversies and scandals that had come to Wall Street and to
government; no institution has been immune, before or since.

I‘’ve created a commission on Federal Ethics Law Reform to
take a new look at the ethical standards that apply to all
three branches of the Federal government. Judges Malcolm
Wilkey and Griffin Bell will head this important panel charged
with reforming and revitalizing Federal ethical standards.

Some would want me to use this occasion to preach at you,
as well. But I must say that I commend the action you are
taking to look inward, to set standards and rules of
accountability -- for freédom carries with it the demands of

responsibility.
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I’ve talked these last two weeks about service as well
and we’ve put in place a new office in the White House -- the
Office of National Service. I want this Office to focus
attention on non-governmental resources, local and community
efforts to solve critical problems. I want it to help me
persuade all Americans that service to others is a necessary
part of any successful life.

My message today is to thank you for the good you are
doing -~ to tell you to keep going, to not let the mistakes
and the setbacks distract you from the good work that so many
of you have done.

Imagine what America would be like if your schools were
to close, and if your church-financed retirement homes were to
shut down. If your soup kitchens were to close their doors
and your adoption services were no longer there -- How could
government step in to replace you?

There isn’t enough money -- There aren’t enough people.
You are needed. You have answered a noble calling.

Thanké to you, and the hard work of others, many mothers
are now opting for life, and we look forward to the day when

all mothers opt for life.
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And how can any of us rest until little school children
have the same right that our own Senators and Congressmen
have -- the right to begin their day with a moment of silent
~ prayer?

All your works are the stars in the night -- the
thousand points of light I have spoken of before. This is my
vision of a kinder, gentler, better America. Partnerships,
working together to solve problems.

When I see Mother Angelica here with her television
network to the Catholics -- when I see my friend
Reverend Graham -- and his eloquent call for commitment -- and
when I think of the work of the great evangelical
denominations, I am reminded of other kinds of partnerships
and I am convinced more than ever of the merit of your work.
This is a time for coming together -- pulling together.
That’s why I need your help.

As Americans, we must put aside our fears of each other.
We must put aside the stereotypes. All of us must leave
religious intolerance behind and racism, too.

You, the members of the National Religious Broadcasters,
with all of your resources, can play such an important role to
instill in a new generation, a common sense value of telling
right from wrong, a generation free from fears and biases.

These new lives are, themselves, pages to write on.
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So remember, each act of caring is a victory for us all.
One person’s triumph is an inspiration to everyone else.

« « « o This morning, someone’s child is ill.

. « » . There is an old woman somewhere whose friends and
relatives are gone, and she is feeling lonely and disoriented.
There is despair.

Can we as a people continue to fulfill the promise that
is America, the hope that brought millions of poor immigrants
to our shores and with their dreams, and the dreams of those
who came before them, who built this mighty nation.

I believe that we can.

Your broadcasts touch the lives of so many people in so
many wonderful ways. I think of the church services broadcast
locally for shut-ins or the encouragement you have brought to
troubled youths through the airwaves.

Christian broadcasting can lead the way in careful
consideration of what is truly exemplary. There used to be a
list of at least seven words you couldn’t say on the air and a
lot of things you couldn’t show on TV. I think the lists have

gotten shorter these days.
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Well, today I’d rather think of the six beautiful words
you can and do still broadcast. I want to affirm my support
of your right to say them and encourage your responsibility in
doing so. Six words: "For God so loved the world . . . ."

Our country and our world are desperately in need of good
news and you’ve got the best news there is. Keep saying those
six words and telling people what they can mean in their
lives.

Thank you and God bless you.
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PRESIDENT BUSH
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS

February 1, 1989

Jerry Rose, Ben Armstrong, Ladies and Gentlemen, I am
delighted to be here. I want to say a special hello to
Dr. Graham and thank him again for his wonderful words of
wisdom at the Inauguration.

Whenever I think how much broadcasting has changed in my
lifetime, I’m amazed. I keep trying to tell my grandchildren
how hard things were in the old days. I can remember when we
had to get up and walk all the way across the room to change
channels on the TV set.

Many of the changes in broadcasting have been very
positive, but there are other trends that cause concern. Many
things that would have raised an outcry a decade ago, pass
almost unnoticed today.

In George Burns’ book about his wife and comedy partner,
Gracie Allen, he recalls the time Gracie gave a speech on the
radio in Omaha. When the city’s mayor, Dan Butler, asked her
to be informal and just call him Dan, Gracie refused. She

said: "Everybody knows you can’t say Dan on the radio."



r

Page 2

I want to thanlierry Rose and all of you at the NRB for
the role you played in helping to broadcast the Inaugural
Sunday service at the Natiopal Cathedral. It was a wonderful
feeling to know that millions of Americans were sharing those
moments of prayer and dedication together.

I must tell you, that service was a very moving occasion
for Barbara and me and the whole family. It is a humbling
thought to know that God entrusts people -- mere human
beings -- with the stewardship of this planet. He still has
confidence that somehow with His help -- we can find our
way ... we can still learn and we can still improve.

I thouaht it was very appropriate that one of the
scripture readings that morning was from the book of Genesis:
We are eﬁbarking on a new administration. This is our time of
geneéis.

What will be the hopes and prayers of this
administration? What will we say and do? What will our story
be? |

The scriptures say, that God has made us in His own image
and it is true that in some finite way, we have been given the
opportunity to create. We can create peace or war, we can

create prosperity or poverty.
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Like most Americans, I believe that we must strive to
continue our economic growth, and to see that its benefits
reach more and more of our people. We must never stop working
until there are homes for the homeless, jobs for the jobless,
and hope for those in despair.

Like most Americans, I want continued peace with our
neighbors and better rélationships with our friends and rivals
alike around the world.

But I hope for more than that -- that ouf chance is not
only to improve upon the status quo, buttto set a higher
standard -- a higher purpose for our country. Our higher
purpose is to make a difference for the good. To achieve the
quieter, deeper successes that are made, not of gold and silk,
but of better hearts-and finer souls.

Teddy Roosevelt often talked about "getting into the
arena," about taking the risk of doing something and not just
standing on the sidelines.

There is a wonderful proverb in the Bible -- Billy Graham
says that if you read one chapter of Proverbs a day you can
read fhrough the whole book in a month. Not a bad practice
for any of us to follow. Well, there is this wonderful
proverb. It says, "where there are no oxen, the stable is

clean, but there is no profit in an empty stable."
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Critics are sometimes very impressive people. Their
stables are so clean. But to improve the lot of others
requires action, and action requires risk, and the people who
take risks will make mistakes along the way. Their stables
may be cluttered. But with risk comes reward. And our
country was founded by men and women who took risks.

When I spoke to you two years ago, I talked about the
need for ethiés. I>talked about the problems and
controversies and scandals that had come to Wall Street and to
governmeﬁt; no institution has been immune, before or since.

I’ve created a commission on Federal Ethics Law Reform to
take a new look at the ethical standards that apply to all
three branches of the Federal government. Judges Malcolm
Wilkey and Griffin Bell will head this important panel charged
with reforming and revitalizing Federal ethical standards.

. Some would want me to use this occasion to preach at you,
as well. But I must say‘that I commend the action you are
taking to look iﬁWard, to set standards and rules of
accountability -- for freedom'carries with it the demands of

responsibility.
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""" I’'ve talked these last two weeks about service as well

and we’ve put in place a new office in the White House -- the
Office of Nationai Service. I want this Office to focus
attention on non—governmental-resources, local and community
efforts to solve critical problems. I want it to help me
persuade all Americans that service to others.is a necessary
part of any successful life.

My message today is to thank you for the good you .are
doing -- to tell you to keep going, to not let the mistakes
and the setbacks distract you from the good work that so many
of you have doné.

Imagine what America would be like if your schools were
to close, and if your church-financed retirement homes weré to
shut down. If your soup kitchens were tolclose their doors
and yoﬁr adoption services were no longer there -- How could
government step in to replace you?

There isn’t enough money -- There aren’t enough people.
You are-needed. You have answered a noble caliing.

Thanks to you, and the.hard work of others, many mothefs
are now opting for life, and we look forward to the day when

all mothers opt for life.
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" And how can any of Us rest until little school children’
have the samé right that our own Senators and Congressmen
have -- the right to begin théir day with a moment of silent
prayer?

All your works are the stars in the night -- the
thousand points of light I héve spoken of before. This is my
vision of a kinder, gentler, better America. Partnerships,
working together to solve problems. |

| When I see Mother Angelica here with her television
network to the Catholics -- when I see my friend
Reverend Graham -- and his eloquent call for commitment -- and
‘when I think of the work of the great evangelical
denominations, I am reminded of othér kinds of partnerships
and I am convinced more than ever of the merit of your work.
This is a time for coming together -- pulling together.
That’s why I need your help.

As Americans, we must put aside our fears of each other.
We must put aside the stereotypes. All of us must leave
religious intolerance behind and racism, too.

You, the members of the National Religious Broadcasters,
with all of your resources, can play such an important role to
instill in a new generation, a.common sense value ofxtelling
right from wrong, a generation free from fears and biases.

These new lives are, themselves, pages to write on.
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So remember, each act of caring is a victory for us all.
One person’s triumph is an inspiration to everyone else.

. +« « . This morning, someone’s child is ill.

. « . . There is an old woman somewhere whose friends and
relatives_are gone, and she is feeling lonely and disoriented.
There ié deépair.

i

Can we as a people continue to fulfill the promise that
is America, the hope that brought millions of poor immigrants
to our shores and with their dreams, and the dreams of those
who came before them, who built this mighty nation.

I believe that we can.

Your broadcasts touch the lives of so many people in so
many wonderful ways. I think of the church services broadcast
locally for shut-ins or the encouragement you have brought to
troubled youths through the airwaves.

Christian broadcasting can lead the way in careful
consideration of what is truly exemplary. There used to be a
list of at least seven words you couldn’t say on the air and a
lot of things you couldn’t show on TV. I think the lists have

gotten shorter these days.
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Well, todéy I’d rather think of the six beautiful words
you can and do still broadcast. I want to affirm my support
of your right to say them and encourage your responsibility in
doing so. Six words: "For God so loved the world . . . ."

Our country and our world are desperately in need of good
news and you’ve got the best news there is. Keep saying those
six words and telling people what they can mean in their
lives.

Thank you and God bless you.
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Dr. Graham, Jerry Rose, Ben Armstrong, Ladies and

Gentleman, I am delighted to be here.

You know the last time I quoted John 3:16, but
then gave the wrong text. Well, a few months later
Pearl Harbor day, you know that day of infamy, turned

up on September 7th.

Anyway, I think it is very appropriate, that I
should be speaking to the National Religious

Broadcasters on this fine Easter morning.
N&p (pause for laughter)

ﬁp_*&\i?" you at the N§3;§5%1~

&L Inaugural Sunday service at the National Cathedral. It

bﬁ?:%ﬁ*b‘ , Serlously, I want to thank Jerry Rose and all of

to broadcast the
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I must tell you, that service was a very moving
occasion for Barbara and me and the whole family. It
is a humbling thought to know that, God entrusts
people - mere human beings with the stewardship of
this planet. He still has confidence that somehow
with His help - we can find our way...We can still

learn and we can still improve.

I thought it was very appropriate that one of
the scripture readings that morning was from the
book of Genesis: We are embarking on a new

administration. This is our time of genesis.

What will be the hopes and prayers of this
administration? What will we say and do? What will

our story_be?

The scriptures say, that God has made us in His
own image and it is true that in some finite way, we
have been given the opportunity to créate. We can
create peace or war, we can creaté prosperity or

poverty.

Like most.Americans, I believe that we must
strive to continue our economic growth, and to see
that its benefits reach more and more of our people.
We must néver stop working until there are homes for

the homeless, jobs for the jobless, and hope for those

-
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Like most Americans, I for continued peace

with our neighbors and better relationships with our

: around the world.

But I hope for more than that - that our chance is
not only to improve upon the status quo, but to set a
higher standard - a higher purpose for our country.
That higher purpose is not about a higher quantity of
life rather it ultimately represents a higher quality

of life.

Teddy Roosevelt often talked about "getting into
the arena", about taking the risk of doing something

and not just standing on the sidelines.

There is a wonderful proverb in the Bible - Billy
Graham says that if you read one proverb a day you can
read through the whole book in a month. Not a bad
practice for any of us to follow - well, there is this
wonderful proverb, it says, '"where there are no oxen,
the stable is clean, but there is no profit in an

empty stable."

Critics are sometimes very impressive people. 3
Their stables are so clean. But to improve the lot
of others requires action, and action requires risg/

and the people who take risks will make mistakes along
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comes reward. And our country was forwarded by men

and women who took risk.

7 (ACtulacy)

When I spoke to you 1 years ago, I talked

about the need of ethics. I talked about the
problems and controversies and scandals that had
come to Wall Street and to government; no institution

has been immune, before or since.

I've talked these last two weeks about service, and
particularly about ethics. Some would want me to use
this occasion to preach at you, as well. But I must
say that I commend the action you are taking to look
inward, to set standards and rules of accountability -
for freedom carries with it the demands of
responsibility.

Amwwﬁw

I am not a judge. I am a servant of thgﬂpeople

and of God - like so many of you.

My message is to thank you for the good you are
doing - to tell you to keep going, to not let the
mistakes and the setbacks distract you from the good

work that so many of you have done.

If your schools were to close, and if your church-
financed retirement homes were to shut down - If your
soup kitchens(é? the skid rog} were to shut their

doors. How could government step in to replace you?
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There isn't enough money - There aren't enough people.

You are needed. You have answered a noble calling.

‘ /7' /) rl Al)"l.‘ﬁf{“/"!" <
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And how can any of us rest until little school
children have the same right that our own Senators and

Congressmen have. the right to begin their day with a

moment of silent prayer ?

When I see Mother Angelica here with her
television network to the Catholics - when I
see my friend Reverend Graham - and his eloquent call
for commitment - and when I think of the work of the
great evangelical denominations - I am convinced more
than ever of the merit of your work. This is a time

for coming together - pulling together. That's why I

W@,}rﬂ;jw—mﬂ}

To you and all Americans,/boin the process. Put

need your help.

aside your fears of each other. Put aside the
stereotypes. Leave religious intolerance behind and

its snarling cohort racism, too.

You, the members of the National Religious

Broadcasters, with all of your television and radio
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a common sense value of telling right from wrong, free
from fears and biases. These new lives are,

themselves, pages to write on.

Our Lord clearly said in Matthew chapter 5, verse

23, "Therefore, if you bring your gift to your
altar, and there remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your gift there before
the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to

your brother, and then come and offer your gift.."

I hope that together we can create an atmosphere
of caring. We are all very familiar with the love
chapter, First Corinithians, 13. It is one of my
favorites. It teaches that love has to be more than

talk, it has to be action. We all have often heard the

c — OAdr i

admohitionﬂ— "Faith without works is dead."

So remember, each act of caring is a victory for
us all. One person's triumph is an inspiration to

everyone else.

There is a verse of scripture in Matthew 12 that
talks about our Lord. It says, "he will not crush the

weak or quench the smallest hope." (Matthew 12:20)

«....This morning, someone's child is ill.

....There is an old woman somewhere whose friends and
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=42
of
disoriented. There is despair. Luwwﬁ““'{of

Can we as a people re-dfécov the promise that is

America, the hope that brought millions of poor
immigrants to our shores and with their dreams, and
the dreams of those who came before them, who built

. . . 4
this mighty nation. ,
I believe that we can.

We must not bow before cancer, or bow before
poverty or loneliness. God has created us in his own
image and as Paul has written, "He has not given us a
spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a

sound mind." We must never give up.

These are the thoughts I would like to see us write
on the empty pages that God has given this new
administration. And with your support and patience,
and above all with your prayers, this could be the

genesis for our new administration.
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PRESIDENT BUSH
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS

February 1, 1989

Jerrv Rose, Ben Armstrong, Ladies and
Gentleman, I am delighted to be here. I want to say a
special hello to Dr. Graham and thank him again for

his wonderful words of wisdom at the Inauguration.
Wmsevt 4

You know the 1ast\ti I was here, I gquoted John

3:16, but then gave the\wrong text. Well, a few months

AN

later Pearl Harbor day/ You know that day of infamy,

turned up on Septembgr 7th.

Anyway, I think it ig very appropriate, that I
should be speaking to tih¢ National Religious
Broadcasters on this fine Easter morning.

(pause—fer-laughter)

Sericusiyz, IAwant to thank Jerry Rose and all of
you at the NRB for the role you played in helping to

to broadcast the Inaugural Sunday service at the
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Whenever I think how much broadcasting has changed in my
lifetime, I'm amazed, I keep trying to tell my grandchildren
how hard things were in the old days. I can remember when we had
to get up and walk all the way across the room to change channels

on the TV set.

Many-—-of-the--changes—dn-broadcasting-have~been very~positivey-
_but-there are other -trends-that cause concern, Today;—a—tot—of
people—are—wondering what's happened tostandards—oi—~decemcy—in—
broadeastimgy Many things that would have raised an outcry a
decade ago, pass almost unnoticed today.

In Ceorge Burns' book about his wife and comdey partner,
Gracie Allen, he recalls the time Gracie gave a speech on the
radio in Omaha. When the city's mayor, Duan Butlef, asked her to
be informal and just call him Dan, Gracie refused. She said:
"Everybody knows you can't say Dan on the rudio." (International
-Herald—Tribue; NovV. 9519885 *George—Burns-—Talking. a.Book--to

Obviously, things have changed. There used to be a list of
at least seven words you couldn't say on the air and a lot of
things you couldn't show on TV. 1 think the lists have gotten
pretty short these days,

I still believe in decency on the public airwaves and I
believe we can work toward it, even in a pluralistic society.
The network people must remain responsive to the voice of the
American public and the people must take the time and effort to
make their voice heard.

And Christian broadcasting must lead the way in careful
consideration of what is truly exemplary,.



The President of the Television Critics Association was
asked recently if viewers minded what was on television, He was
quoted as saying in response: "I get a lot of discussion on it,
but really when you sit down and look at it and hear what's said,
1 don't really hear anybody complaining." (Art Chapman of the
Fort Worth Star-Télegram quoted by Kathryn Baker, Associated
Press, '"Censors are allowing tube to get hotter," Published in
Colorado Springs Gazette-Telegraph, Jan, 20, 1989, page B-1,)

I'm not sure how many words you can't say on the air, but
I'm thinking of six beautiful words you can still broade¢ast, And
I want to affirm my support of your right to say them, and
elncourage your responsibility in doing so. Six words: "For God
so loved the world ., . ., ' -

(Personal story about a religious program that has been of
encouragement and/er bkenefit to you, a family member, or friend.

It may have been a church service broadcust locally for shut-ins,

& program your parents loved, or something that was carried on
Armed Services Radio during World War I11,)

Our country and our world are desperately in need of good
news, and you've got the best news there is. Keep saying 7ﬁbse
six words and telling people what they can mean in theifkrives.

Thank you and God bless you, '



(WEAD - 1/30/89)

PRESIDENT BUSH
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS

February 1, 1989

Jerry Rose, Ben Armstrong, Ladies and
Gentleman, I am delighted to be here. I want to say a
special hello to Dr. Graham and thank him again for

his wonderful words of wisdom at the Inauguration.

You know the last time I was here, I quoted John
3:16, but then gave the wrong text. Well, a few months
later Pearl Harbor day, you\know that day of infamy,

turned up on September 7th.

Anyway, I think\it is very appropriate, that I
should be speaking to tRe National Religious
Broadcasters cn this fine \Easter morning.

(pause for laughter)

®€Ttously, I want to thank Jerry Rose and all of
you at the NRB for the role you played in helping to

to broadcast the Inaugural Sunday service at the
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National Cathedral. It was a wonderful feeling to know
that millions of Americans were sharing those moments

of prayer and dedication together.

I must tell you, that service was a very moving
occasion for Barbara and me and the whole family. It
is a humbling thought to know that God entrusts
people - mere human beings - with the stewardship of
this plénet. He still has confidence that somehow
with His help - we can find our way...We can still

learn and we can still improve.

I thought it was very appropriate that one of
the scripture readings that morning was from the
toock of Genesis: We are embarking on a new
administration. This is our time of genesis.

\

What will be the hopes and prayers of this
administration? What will we say and do? What will

our story be?

The scriptures say, that God has made us in His
own image and it is true that in some finite way, we
have been given the opportunity to create. We can
Create peace Or war, wWe can create prosperity or

poverty.

Like most Americans, I believe that we must
strive to continue our economic growth, and to see

that its benefits reach more and more of our people.
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We must never stop working until there are homes for
the homeless, Jjobs for the jobless, and hope for those
in despair.

Like most Americans, I want continued peace

with our neighbors and better relationships with our

friends and rivals alike around the world.

But I hope for more than that - that our chance is
not only to improve upon the status quo, but to set a
higher standard@ - a higher purpose for our country.
Our higher purpose is to make a differehce for the
good. To achieve the gquieter, deeper successes that
are made, not of gold and silk, but of better hearts

and finer souls.

‘Teddy Roosevelt often talked about "getting into
the arena", about taking the risk of doing something

and not just standing on the sidelines.

There 1is a wonderful proverb in the Bible - Billy
Graham says that if you read one chapter of Proverbs a
day you can read through the whole book in a month.
Not a bad practice for any of us to follow. Well,
there is this wonderful proverb. It says, "where there
are no oxen, the stable is clean, but there is no

profit in an empty stable.™

Critics are sometimes very impressive people.
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Their stables are so clean. But to improve the lot

of others requires action, and action regquires risk,
and thevpeople who take risks will make mistakes along
the way. Their stables may be cluttered. But with risk
comes reward. And our country was founded by men

and women who took risk.

When I spoke to you two years ago, I talked \
4’/__’,,/’
about the needﬂéﬁ(ethics. I talked about the
problems and controversies d scandals that had
come to Wall Street and to ent; no institution

has been immune, before or

(i%'ve talked these last two weeks about service,ébv‘ufé('
ané—particutartiy—about ethics. Some would want me to 'ﬁfj$¢4~
use this occasion to preach at you, as well. But I
must say that I commend the action you are taking to
look inward, to set standards and rules of
accountability - for freedom carries with it the

demands of responsibility.

I am Rot a judge. I a servant of the American

people and Wf God - like so\many of you.

My message 4s Zo thank you for the good you are
doing - to tell you to keep going, to not let the
mistakes and the setbacks distract you from the good

work that so many of you have done.
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Imagine what America would be like if your schools
were to close, and if your church-financed retirement
homes were to shut down. If your soup kitchens oca=—tir-

% <skid=re:s were to close their doors and your adoption
services were no longer there~How could government
step in to replace you?

There isn't enough money - There aren't enough people.

You are needed. You have answered a noble calling.

Thanks to you, and the hard work of others, many
mothers are now opting for life and we look forward to

the day when all mothers opt for life.

And how can any of us rest until little school
children have the same right that our own Senators and
Congressmen have - the right to begin their day with a

moment of silent prayer?

All your works are the stars in the night - the
thousand points of light I have spoken of before.
This is my vision of a kinder, gentler, better
America. Partnerships, working together to solve

problems.

When I see Mother Angelica here with her
television network to the Catholics - when I
see my friend Reverend Graham - and his eloquent call
for commitment - and when I think of the work of the

great evangelical denominations. I am reminded of
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other kinds of partnerships and I am convinced more
than ever of the merit of your work. This is a time
for coming together - pulling together. That's why I

need your help.

As Pmericans, we must put aside our fears of each
other. We must put aside the stereotypes. All of us
must leave religious intolerance behind and racism,

too.

You, the members of the National Religious
Broadcasters, with all of your resources, can play
mshil gn

such an important role to engender a new generation,

with a common sense value of telling right from wrong,

free from fears and biases. These new lives are,

themselves, pages to write on.

Our Lord clearly\said in Matthew chapter 5, verse
23, "Therefore, if you bkring your gift to your

altar, and there remember ‘that your brother has

something against you, leave\your gift there before
the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to

your brother, and then come and offer your gift..”

I hope that together\we can create an atmosphere
of caring. We are all very Mamiliar with the love
chapter, First Corinithians, It is one of my

favorites. It teaches that love Yas to be more than
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talk. It has to be agtion. We all have often heard the
expression in the epistle of James - "Faith without

works is dead.”

So remember, each act of caring is a victory for
us all. One person's triumph is an inspiration to

everyone else.

There is a verse of scripture in\Matthew 12 that

talks about our Lordl\It says, "he will not crush the

weak or quench the smgX%est hope." (Matthew 12:20)

....This morning, someone's child is ill.
....There is an old woman somewhere whose friends and
relatives are gone, and she is feeling lonely and

disoriented. There is despair.

Can we as a people continue to fulfill the promise
that is America, the hope that brought millions of
poor immigrants to our shores and with their dreams,
and the dreams of those who came before them, who

built this mighty nation.

image and as Paul has written, "He has not given us a

spirit of fear, bu and of love and of a
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We must never stop working until there are homes for
the homeless, jobs for the jobless, and hope for those

in despair.

Like most Americans, I want continued peace
with our neighbors and better relationships with our

friends and rivals alike around the world.

But I hope for more than that - that our chance is
not only to improve upon the status quo, but to set a
higher standard - a higher purpose for our country.
Our higher purpose is to make a difference for the
good. To achieve the quieter, deeper successes that
are made, not of gold and silk, but of better hearts

and finer souls.

Teddy Roosevelt often talked about "getting into
the arena', about. taking the risk of doing something

and not just standing on the sidelines.

There is a wonderful proverb in the Bible - Billy
Graham says that if you read one chapter of Proverbs a
day you can read through the whole book in a month.
Not a bad practice for any of us to follow. Well,
there is this wonderful proverb. It says, "where there
are no oxen, the stable is clean, but there is no

profit in an empty stable."

Critics are sometimes very impressive people.
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Their stables are so clean. But to improve the lot

of others requires action, and action requires risk,
and the people who take risks will make mistakes along
the way. Their stables may be cluttered. But with risk
comes reward. And our country was founded by men

and women who took risk.
When I spokijto you two years ago, I talked
v il —
about the need .ef ethics. I talked about the

problems and controversies and scandals that had

come to Wall Street and to government; no institution
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I've talked these last two weeks abou;_sgrviceﬂuacd@/L

and—par%ieuianlymabeuﬁme%héeSaXSome would want me to—-

‘f'useJthis occasion to preach at you, as well. But I
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1 look inward, to set standards and rules of &

accountability - for freedom carries with it the
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T

g s e e

e
i demands of responsibility.dg

i o
hema o s i

am-not-a—judge. —I—am—a-servant-of-the-American.

peoeple—and—of-cod-=-like~so-.many..of . .you

oo
C§>‘ My messageAiS to thank you for the good you are

doing - to tell you to keep going, to not let the
mistakes and the setbacks distract you from the good

work that so many of you have done.
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Imagine what America would be like if your schools
were to close, and if your church-financed retirement

homes were to shut down. If you; soup kitchens or-—the.

were to.close their doors and your adoption
serviceé ﬁere no longér thérek'ﬁﬂow could gdvernment
step in to replace‘yqu?

There isn't enough money - There aren't enough people.

You are needed. You have answered a noble calling.

Thanks to you, and the hard work of_others, many
mothers are now opting for life and we look forward to

the day when all mothers opt for life.

and how can any of us rest until little school
children -have the same right that our own Senators and
Congressmen have - the right to begin their day with a

moment of silent prayer?

Ail your works are the stars in the night - the
thousand points of light I have spoken of before.
This is my vision of a kinder, gentler, better
America. Partnerships, working together to solve

problems.

Wﬁen I see Mother Angelica here with her
television network to the Catholics - when I
see my friend Reverend Graham - and his eloquent call
fcr‘commitment - and when I thiﬁk of the work of the

great evangelical denominations. I am reminded of
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talk. It has to be action ‘ﬁg)all have often heard the
- expression in the epistle \f James - "Faith without

works is dead.”

So remember, each act of caring is a victory for
us all. One person's triumph is an inspiration to

everyone else.

There is a verse. of scnipﬁére in Matthew 12 that

talks about our Lord. It says, "he will not crush the

weak or quench the smalle t hope." (Matthew 12:20) .

....This morning, someone's child is ill.
....There is an old woman somewhere whose friends and
relatives are gone, and she is feeling lonely and

disoriented. There is despair.

lCan we as a people continue to fulfill the promise
that is America, the hope that brought millions'bf H
pbof immigrants to our shores and with fheir:dreamé,
and the dreams of those who céme before them; who |
built this mighty nation. | |

I believe that we can:

~,
N

. - o
~ o

We must™ot bow, before cancer, or bow before
poverty or londliness. God has created us in his own
image and iﬁfPa;I\has written, "He has not given us a

e s e .
splrlt‘qﬁwfear, but of ‘power and of love and of a

p
sound-mind." We must never give up.

L4
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PRESIDENT BUSH
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS

February 1, 1989

Dr. Graham, Jerry Rose, Ben Armstrong, Ladies and "
A

Gentleman, I am delighted to be here. k}f‘.

- W
I quoted John 3:16, but ,///////’

. z
then ga . mQEEEi\ii:Sr
Pearl Harbor day, you knod ay of\Thig@y, rned

up on September 7th.

You know the 1

Anyway, I think it is very appropriate, that I
should be speaking to the National Religious
Broadcasters on this fine Easter morning.

(pause for laughter)

Seriously, I want to thank Jerry Rose and all of
you at the NRB for arranging to broadcast the
Inaugural Sunday service at the National Cathedral. It
was a wonderful feeling to know that millions of
Americans were sharing those moments of prayer

together.
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I must_téil you, that service was a very moving
occasion for Barbara and me and the whole family. It
is a humblipg thought to know that, God entrusts
people - mere human beings with the stewardship of
this planet. He still has confidence that somehow
with His help - we can find our way...We can still

learn and we can still improve.

I thought it was very appropriate that one of
the scripture readings that morning was from the
book of Genesis: We are embarking on a new

administration. This is our time of genesis.

What will be the hopes and prayers of this
administration? What will we say and do? What will

our story be?

v’ The scriptures say, that God has made us in His
own image and it is true that in some finite way, we
have been given the opportunity to create. We can
Create peace Or war, we can create prosperity or

poverty.

Like most Aﬁericans, I believe that we must
strive to continue our economic growth, and to see
that its benefits reach more and more of our people.
We must never stop working until there are homes for

the homeless, jobs for the jobless, and hope for those
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Like most Americans, I long for continued peace
with our neighbors and better relationships with our

rivals around the world.

But I hope for more than that - that our chance is
not only to improve upon the status quo, but to set a
higher standard - a higher purpose for our country.
That hlgher purpose is nGn;4ﬁxnﬂrarhtgher—qgggg;:z:eé ‘7

,Lb@e—;ather—tt—'IETmatetymfepsesents.a hlgher quallty
of life.

Teddy Roosevelt often talked about '"getting into
the arena", about taking the risk of doing something

and not just standing on the sidelines.

There is a wonderfﬁl proverb in the Bible - Billy
Graham says that if you read one proﬁérb a day ybu can
read through the whole book in a month. Not a bad
practice for any of us to follow - well, there is.this
wonderful proverb, it says, '"where there are no oxen,
the stable is clean, but there is no profit in an

empty stable."

Critics are sometimes very impressive people.
Their stables are so clean. But to improve to the lot
of others requires action,; and action requires risk

and the people who take risks will make mistakes along



the way. Their stables may be cluttered. But with risk
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comes reward. And our country was forwarded by men

and women who took risk.

When I spoke to you several years ago, I talked

about the need of ethics. I talked about the

C}Arrum )(
. P

problems and controversies and scandals that had ’wﬁury'

come to Wall Street and to government; no institution

%\ £

. . L T4
has been immune, before or since. J

I've talked these last two weeks about service, and Jﬁyﬂ‘
particularly about ethics. Some would want me to use ﬂ' é(
this occasion to préach at you, as well. But I must 6 'UL/ v
say that I commend the action you are taking to ldok G*ﬁii;rdl
inward, to set standards and rules of accountability - » Tl ,

for freedom carries with it the demands of \ﬂ ,

o

responsibility.

I am not a judge. I am a servant of the people

and of God - like so many of you.

My message is to thank you for the good you are
doing - ﬁo tell you- to keep going, to not let the
mistakes and the setbacks distract you from the good

work that so many of you have done.

If your schools were to close, and if your church-
financed retirement homes were to shut down - If your
soup kitchens on the skid rows were to shut their

doors. How could govérnment step in to replace you?
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There isn't enough money - There aren't enough people.

You are needed. You have answered a noble calling.

Thanks to you, and the hard work of others, we may
be close to an historic decision for life, an end to

the millions of abortions.

And how can any of us rest until little school
children have the same right that our own Senators and
Congressmen have. the right to begin their day with a

moment of silent prayer) ?

When I see Mother Aﬁgelica here with her

television network to the Catholics - when I

see my friend Reverend Graham - and his eloquent call
for commitment - and wh?n I think of the work of the
great evangelical denom%nations - I am convinced more
than ever of the merit éf your work.  This is a time .

for coming together - pulling together. That's why I

vééed your help.

To you and all Americans, join the process. Put
aside your fears of each other. Put aside the
stereotypes. Leave religious intolerance behind and

its snarling cohort racism, toco.

You, the members of the National Religious

Broadcasters, with all of your television and radio

stationa and vnnr manv nrAaarame ~Aan nlav enAh an
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* important role to engender a new generation, with.
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a common sense value of telling right from wrong, free
from fears and biases. These new lives are,

themselves, pages to write on.

Our Lord clearly\SQid in Matthew chapter 5, verse
'23, "Therefore, if you Bfing your gift to your
altar, and there remember that your brother has
something against you, leave féuf gift there before
the altar, and go your way. Firétube reconciled to

your brother, and then come and offer your gift.."

I hope that together\ye can create an'atmosphere.
of caring. We are all ver§ ﬁamiliar with the love
chapter, First Corinithians,‘l3. It is one of my
favorites. It teaches that lové has to be more than
talk, it has to be action. We all have often heard the

admonition - "Faith without works is dead.”

So remember, each act of caring is a victory for
us all. One person's triumph is an inspiration to

everyone else.

There is a verse of scripture in Matthew 12 that
talks about our Lord. It says, "he will not crush the

weak ot quench the smallest hope." (Matthew 12:20)

.+..This morning, someone's child is ill.

....There is an old woman somewhere whose friends and
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Page
disoriented. There is despair.

Can we as a people re-discover the promise that is .
America, the hope that brought millions of poor
immigrants to our shores and with their dreams, and
theldreams of those who came before them, who built

this mighty nation.
I believe that we can.

We must not bow before cancer, or bow before
poverty or loneliness. God has created us in his own
image and as Paul has written, "He has not given us a
spirit of ﬁear, but of power and of love and of a

sound mind." We must never give up.

These are the thoughts I would like to see us write

on the empty pages that God has given this new

administration. And with your support and patience,
and above all with your prayers, this could be the

genesis for our new administration.
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