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(Judge)
January 29, 1989
1:00 p.m.
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PRESIDENTIAL ﬁEMARKS: ATRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. 1It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country," crew of-the America.

And wasn’t it the [airwing designation] that taught Qadhafi‘
a lesson that he’ll never forget.

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once sailed on.
They weren’t as big in those days. In fact, I think my boat
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as the crew and airwing of "the America"
know, how much we owed to the men and wbﬁen at the shipyards.
And from the day of Revolutionary era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, no shipyard has written a prouder chapter in the
history of the United States Navy than the Norfolk Naval Ship
Yard. All over the world, those who know the sea and the ships
that sail on it know that Norfolk stands for excellénce. Norfolk |
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it'that way.

My visit today is the final stop on what you might éall an
inaugural trip. For the several days I have been viéiting with
the men and women who are my colleagues in service to our natioh

-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file



civil servants. Most are.outstanding. Most do a superb jbb. But
still you might say, with no disrespect for the others, that I‘ve
saved the best for last -- and I mean you, the men and women who
keep our ships'and guard our shores, the men and women who serve .
with the .armed forces of the United States of America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not serviée that is compelled, but service that is
given freely and openly, the service of the strong heart.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity. |

And I will speak about you, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land éalutes, you
who stand here.today_set our Nation’s standard for service.

You keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom.around the
world. And in every corner of the globe; millions recognize you
and the flag You carry as their symbol of hope. Yes; wherever
you go, you take America and all it represents with you and you
do it with a pride and dedication that féﬁ have ever matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. .But when a sailor
must put‘to sea for 6 ménths or more at a time, and come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job -- that is service.



"When a Mafine or soldier spends long hours on cold night’s
sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoiqt Charlie in
Berlin, he is not just filling a job but is answering the call of
service. |

And the mechanic who inspécts the plane engine or shipvpower
plént one last time and makes double and triple sure that évery
screw, every hose, every weld is as it should be --‘that mechanic
is dedicating himself or hersélf not simply to a job 5ut to a
concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Arbund the world, others have seen and know what your
dedication to service means. _

' You may remember that last year, the Sovigt,Union’s top
milita;y man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev,_visited the United
States. He spént a day on a supercarrier like yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nationf He saw much of" the amazing weaponry and
machinery in our arsgnal, and when he finally camé to visit the
White House, I could see that he was impressed. But I soon
learned that what most impressed him was not our miraculous
technology or incredible firepower, buf the enlisted men and -
women that he met on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave
our enlisted men and women jobs that only officers would be
permittéd to handle in his own military. He couldn’t believe.thé
-obvious dedication of America’s enlisted men and women in their

jobs, their knowledge of the machinery they handled, and their



readiness and abilityAﬁo answer questions. In short, he couldn’t
believe your dedication to service.

I know you’ve heard it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard itvfrom your husbands or wives and ‘
children. But it goes for everyone across the country, let me
say we’re all very, very proud of you and of the job you’re
doing.

In the years ahead, I want to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the standards'of
sérvice; dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard .
set.

I've been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off all around it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God.that the
people in charge of buying and building cared as much about the
boat as you do.

I believe that the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My message will be just this simple: Don’t think it’s just
anyone out there. Thihk it’s your son or daughter -- and
remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And if
you’re not ready'to care that much and work that hard, you'fe not
ready to do business with the United States Government.

Let me give you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The first dry dock ever built for our

'Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It



was finished more than-a century and a half ago. The actual
final cost was three times the original estimate.

But even if overruns are not néw, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards_in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standards in weapons procurement. You deserve the very bést
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are determined that you will get them all 6f the time.

One other thing. I am determined to exﬁand the nationallv
consensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defenses. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national will. If our will is rupturéd, our ship of state
canﬁot sail ---or at least séil safely. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our national consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weépons. And that’s what we intend to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husbana to sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to defend our nation; they are making a sacrifice. It is a great
and noble sacrifice.

Think of‘all the good all those sacrifices added up together
have megnt around the world in the last few years.

The slaughter of the Iran-Iraq War has ended because America

had a strong Navy that it was ready to deploy.



Europe is nearing the milestohe that will mark its longest
period of peace since the fall of the Roman Empire because
America has a strong Army.

And the Soviet Union has begﬁn‘to talk seriously about
strategic arms reductions, because our missile and bomber forces
are strong.

- For humanity’s dreams of peace, families across America give
up their sons and daughters to the service of their country.
When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it will be
the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom throughout
the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of mankind’s age
old aspirations. And on that day, who were the heroes,
generations to cdme will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire
across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. In the next four years I will be not just
your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we will
work to spin the gossamér thread of human dreams into a sturdy
fabric of peace that will last for generations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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WASHINGTON

January 30, 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISS WINSTON
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
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Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential
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editorial changes at page 1 of the attached copy of the proposed
remarks.

Attachment

cc: James W. Cicconi



Document No. 0 ﬂ [ 4 3 ?

WHITE HOUSE ;STAFFING MEMORANDUM

1/27/89 1/30/89 at 9:30 am

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK, TUESDAY
SUBJECT:

JANUARY 3| , 1989

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE V O
SUNUNU O t/ NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT { O PORTER O O
DARMAN / a STUDDERT { O
BATES M O UNTERMEYER O O
BREEDEN o o WINSTON - {
CARD 0 { LOPEZ / 0
CICCONI O E/ o O
DEMAREST { a O O
FITZWATER O .{ O O
GRAY ‘a d O 0 O
HAGIN O O O O

REMARKS:

Please provide your comments directly to Chriss Winston (x2930,
Room 122), with an info copy to my office, by 9:30 am Monday,
January 30th. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President

and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext. 2702



4
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January 29, 1989
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country,"“jcrew of”the America.” _

And wasn’t it the [airwing designation] that taught Qadhafi
a lesson that he’ll never forget. '

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once .sailed on.
They weren’t as big in those days. 1In fact, I think my boat
could'have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as the crew and airwing of "the America"
know, how much we owed to the men and women at the'shipyards.
And from the day of kevolutionary’era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, no shipyard has written a prouder chapter in the
history of the United states Navy than the Norfolk Naval Ship
Yard. All over the world, those who know the sea and the ships
that sail on it know that Norfolk stands for excellence. Norfolkﬁ
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it that way.

My visit todey is the final stop on what you might call an
inaugural trip. For the‘severai days I have been visiting with

the men and women who are my colleagues in service to our nation

-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file



civil servants. ,Most.ére outstanding. ﬁost do a superb job. But
still you might say, with no disrespect for the others, that I've
saved the best for last -- and I ﬁean you, the men and women who
keep our ships and guard our shéres, the_men and women who serve
with the armed forces of the United States of.America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service that is compelled, but service that is
given freely and openly, the service of the strong heart. -

I will speak about those who give their time and love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it was written that the quality of meréy is not:
étfained: and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will épeak about yo@, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here today set our Nation’s standard for service.

. You keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom around the
world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize you
and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes, wherever
you go, you take America and all it represents with yoﬁ and you
do it with a pride and dedication fhat few have ever matched.

I Xknow some say that‘it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6,months or moré at a time, and come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job -~ that is service.



J.‘._‘

When é Marine.or soldier spends long hours on cold ﬁight’s
sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in
Berlin, he is not jﬁst filling a job but is answering the call of
service. | |

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one last time and makes double and triple sure that every
screw, évery hése, every weld is as it should be -- that mechanic
is dedicating himself or herself not simply to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the highest.in the world.

Around the world, others have seen and know wﬁat your
dedication to service means.

You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top -
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United
States. He spent a day on a supercarrier like yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much of the amaiing weaponry and
machinery in our arsenal, and when he finally came to visit the
White House, I could see that he was impressed. But I soon
learned that what most impressed him was not our miraculous
technology or incredible firepower, buf the enlisted men and
women that he met on his tours.. He couldn’t believe that we gave
our enlisted men and women jobs that only officers would be
permitted to handle in his own military. He couldn’t believe the
obvious dedication 6f Aﬁerica’s enlisted men and women in their

jobs, their knowledge of the machinery they handled, and their



readiness and ability to answer questions. In short, he couldn’t
believe your dedication to service. |

I know you’ve heard it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and
children. But it goes for everyone across the country, let me
say we’re all very, very proud of you and 6f the job you’re
doing.

In the years ahead, I want to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapoﬁs live up to the standards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard .
set.

' I’ve been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off all around it. I know what it’s liké to hear the séeel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
people in charge of buying and building cared as much about the
boat as you do. |

I believe that the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My méssage will be just this simple: Don’t think it’s just
anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter -- and
remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And if
'you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re not
ready to do buéiness with the United étateSwGovernment.

Let me givg you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterdayf The first dry dock ever built for our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It



was finished more than a century and a half ago. The actual
final cost was three times the original estimate.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong _—
and hurt the national security, particularly when.budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher |
standards in weapons proéurement. You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are determined that you will gef them all of the time.‘

One other thing. I am determined to expand the national
consensus for the budgets that supporf our Nation’s defenses. I .
will do this because fhe first bulwark of ourtnational defense is
our national will. If o#r'will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot sail -- or at least-sail safely. I fifmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our national consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that;s what we intend to do.

- It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a sacrifice. It is a great
and noble sacrifice. |

‘Think of all the good all those sacrifices added up together
have meant around the world in the last few years.

The slaughter of the IraﬁQIraq War has eﬁded because America

had a strong Navy that it was ready to deploy.
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Europe is nearing the milestone that will mark its longest
period of peace sincé_the fall of the Roman Empire because
America has aAstrong Army.

And thé.Soviet Union has begun to talk seriously about
étrategic arms reductions, because our missile and bomber forces
are strong. |

For humanity’s dreams of peace, families across America give
up their sons and daughters to the service of their country.

When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it will be
the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom throughout
the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of mankind’s age
old aspirations. And on that day, who were the heroes,
generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire
across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. In the néxt fourAyears I will be not juét
your commander-in-chief, but your friendT And fogether we will
work to spin the gossamer thread of human dreams into a sturdy
fabric of peaée that will last for generations to come. |

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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January 29, 1989
1:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK
: TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. It’s great to be here on one of-the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country," crew of the America.

And wasn’t it the [airwing designation] that taught Qadhafi
'a lesson fhat he’ll never forget.

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once_sailed on.
They weren’t as big in tﬁose days. In fact, I think my boatA
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as the crew and airwing of "the America"
know, how much we owed to the men and women at the shipyards.
And from Fhe day of Revolutionary era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, no shipyard has written a prouder chapter in the
history of the United States Navy than the Norfolk Naval Ship
Yard. All over the world, those who know the sea and'the ships
that sail on it know that Norfolk stands for excellence. Norfolkl
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it that way.

My visit today is the final stop on what you might call an
inaugural trip. For the several days I have béen visiting with
the men and women who are my colleagués in service to our nation

-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file



civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most do a superb job. But
still you might say, with no disreépect for the others, that I’ve
saved the best for last -- and_I mean you, the men and womeﬁ Qho
keep our ships and guard our shores, the men ahd women who serve
with the armed forces of the United States of America.

- In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service thaf is compelled, but service that is
'given freely and openly, the service of thé strong heart.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to
their coﬁﬁunities,'to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it' was written that the quality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speak about you, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here today set our Nation’s standard for service.

You keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom around the
. world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize you
and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes, wherever
you go, you take America and all it représents with you and you
do it wi£h a pride and dedication that few have ever matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and come home to
find that thé child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job -- that is service.



Whenwﬁ Marine or soldief spénds long hours on cold night’s
sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in
Berlin, he is‘ﬁot just filling a job but is answéring the call of
service.

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one last time and makes double and triple sure that every
screw, every’hose, every weld is as it should be =-- that mechanic
is dedicating himself or herself not simply to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Around the world, others have seen and know what your
dedication to service means.

You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United
States. He spent a daj on a supercarrier like yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much of the amazing weaponry and
macﬁinery in our arsenal, and when he finally came té visit the
White House, I could see that he was impressed. But I soon
learned that what most imﬁressed him was not our miraculous
technology or incredible firepower, but the enlisted men and
women thaf he met on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave
our enlisted men and women Bobs that only officers would be
permitted to handle in his own military. He couldn’t believe the
obvious dedication of America’s enlisted men and women in their

jobs, their knowledge of the machinery they handled, and their

/



readiness and ability to answer questions. In short, he'couldn't
believe your dedication to service.

I know yéﬁ’ve heard it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and
children. But it goes for everyone across the country, let me
say we’re all very, very proud of you and of the job you’re
doing.

In the years ahead, I want to make sure that.those who build
our ships, planes, apd weapons live up to the standards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard
set.

I’ve been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off all around it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
people in charge of buying and building cared as much about the
boat as you do.

I believe that the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My message will be just this simple: Don’t think it’s just
anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter -- and
remember that their lives dépend on the things you make. And if
you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re not
ready to do business with the United States Government.

Le£ me éive you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The first dry dock ever built for our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It



was finished more than a century and a half ago. The actual
final cost Qas three times the original estimate.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
‘and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we will geﬁ tighter controls and higher
standards in weapons procurement.. You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are determined that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to expand the national
consensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defenses. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national wille If our will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot sail -- or at least sail safely. I firmly believe fhat
the vital first step to broadening our national consensus on
defense is to.wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we intend to do.
| It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight scheol
to defend our nation, they are making a sacrifice. It is a great
and noble sacrifice.

Think of all the good all those sacrifices added up together
have meant around the world in the lest few years.

The slaughte: of the Iran-Iraq War has ehded because America

had a strong Navy that it was ready to deploy.



Europe is nearing the milestone that will mark its longest
pe:iod of‘peace since the fall of the Roman Empire because f%
AneTYed a5 LERny Arny £

And the Soviet Union has begun to talk seriously about
strategic arms reductions, because our missile and bomber forces
are strong. |

For humanity’s dreams of peace, families across America give
up their sons and daughters to the service of their country.

When the ;écord of our time is finally written, I hope it will be
the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom throug@ggg\\\
the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of mankind’s age

old aspirations. And on that day, who were the heroes,

generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire

across the sky? _
L
answer will be you.
your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we will
_ , p .

that day to the earth? And the

next four years I will be not just

work to spin the gossamer thread of human dreams into a stufdy
fabric of peace that will 1ast»fqr generations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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January 29, 1989
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a cfew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country," crew of the America.

And wasn’t it the [airwing designation] that taught Qadhafi
a lesson that he’ll never forget.

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the'carrier I once sailed on.
They weren’t as big in those days. In fact, I think my boat
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as the crew and airwing of "the America"
know, how much we owed to the men and women at the shipyards.
And from the day of Revolutionary era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, no shipyard has written a prouder chapter in the
history of the United States Navy than the Norfolk Naval Ship
Yard. All over the world, those who know the sea and the ships
that sail on it know that Norfolk stands for excellenqe. Norfolk
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it that way.

My visit today is the final stop on what you might call an
inaugural trip. For the several days I have been visiting with
the men and women who are my colleagues in service to our nation

%
-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file



civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most do a superb job. But
still you might say, with no disrespect for the others, that I’ve
saved the best for last -- and I mean you, the men and women who
keep our ships and gquard our shores, the men and women who serve
with the armed forces of the United States of America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service that is compelled, butjservice that is
given freely and openly, the service of the strong hearﬁ.

I will speak about those who give their time and .love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it was written that thevquality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speék about you, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand -here today set our Nation’s standard for service.

You keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom around the.
world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize you
and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes, wherever
you go, you take America and all it represents with you and you
do it with a pride and dedication that few have ever matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job -- that is service.



When a Marine or soldier spends long hours on cold night’s
sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in
Berlin, he is not just filling a job but is answering the call of
service.

| And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one last time and makes double and triple sure that every
screw, every hose, every weld is as it should be -- that mechanic
is dedicating himself or herself'nbt simply'to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Around the world, others have seen and know what your
dedication to service means. |

You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev,'visited the United
States. He spent a day on a supercarrier like yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much of the amazing weaponry and
machinery.ip our arsenal, and when he finally came to visit the'
White House, I could see tha£ he was impreséed. But I soon
learned that what most impressed him was not our miraculous
fechnology or incredible firepower, buf the enlisted men and
women that he met on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave
our enlisted men and women jobs that only officers would be
permitted to handle in his own military. He couldn’t believe the
obvious dedication of America’s enlisted men and women in their

jobs, their knowledge of the machinery they handled, and their



readiness and ability to answer questions. In short, he couldn’t
believe_ygur dedication to ser&ice.

I know you’ve heard it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and
children. But it goes for everyone across the country, let me
say we’re all very, very proud of you and of the job you’re
doing. |

In the years ahead, i want to make sure that tﬁose who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the standards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard
set.

I’'ve been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off all around it. I know what it’s 1ik¢ to hear the steel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
people in charge of buying and building cared as much about the
boat as you do.

I believe that the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does. .

My message will be just this simple: Don’t think it’s just
anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter -- and
remember that their lives depend on the things you make; And if
you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re not
ready to do busines;.with the United States Government.

Let me give you an example - 50st overruns. Overruns

didn’t start yesterday. The first dry dock ever built for our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It
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was finished more than a century and a half ago. The actual
- final cost was three times the original estimate.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets'are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standards in weapons procurement. You desérve the very best
equipﬁent and weépons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are determined that you will get them all of the time.

- One other thing. I am determined to expand the national
consensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defenées. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national will. If our will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot sail -- or at least sail safely. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our national consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste aﬁd mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we intend to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or ﬁo flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a sacrifice. It is a great
and noble sacrificé.

Think of all the good all those sacrifices added up together
have meant around the world in the last few years.

4"’"%"‘”"“5 "
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Europe is nearing the milestone that will mark its longest
period of peace since the fall of the Roman Empire because
America has a st:ong Army.

And the Soviet Union has begun to talk seriously about
stratégic arms reductions, because our missile and bomber forces
are strong.

For humanity’s dreams of peace, familiés across America give
up their sons and daughters to the service of their country.

When the record of our time is finally writteh, I hope it will be
the story of the final triumph of péace'aﬁd freedom throughout
the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of mankind’s age
old aspirations. And on that day, whp were the heroes,
generations to come will ask? Who drove the.chariots of fire
across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. In the nekt four years I will be not just
your commander-in-chief, 5ut yéur friend. And together we will
work to spin the gossamer thread of human dreams into a sturdy
fabric of peace that will last for generations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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(Judge)
January 29, 1989
1:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. 1It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country," crew of the America.

And wasn’t it the [airwing designation] that taught Qadhafi
a lesson that he’ll never forget.

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once sailed on. .
They weren’t as big in those days. In fact, I think meE§;£9 23Z1jﬂ7
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mes;T

But we knew, just as the crew and airwing of "the America"
know, how much we owed to the men and women at the shipyards.
And from the day of Revolutionary era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, no shipyard has written a prouder chapter in the
history of the United States Navy than the Norfolk Naval Ship
Yard. All over the world, those who know the sea and the ships
that sail on it know that Norfolk stands for excellence. Norfolk
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it that way.

My visit today is the final stop on what you might call an
inaugural trip. For the several days I have been visiting with
the men and women who are my colleagues in service to our nation

-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file



civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most do a superb job. But
still you might say, with no disrespect for the others, that I’'ve
saved the best for last -- and I mean you, the men and women who
keep our ships and guard our shores, the men and women who serve
with the armed forces of the United States of America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service that is compelled, but service that is
given freely and openly, the service of the strong heart.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speak about you, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here today set our Nation’s standard for service.

You keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom around the
world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize you
and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes, wherever
you go, you take America and all it represents with you and you
do it with a pride and dedication that few have ever matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job -- that is servic?) oA Mt
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When a Marine.or soldier spends long hours on cold night’s
sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in
'Berlin, he is not just filling a job but is answering the call of
service. |

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one 1ast time and makes double and tripie sure that every
screw, every hose, every weld is as it should be -- that mechanic
is dedicating himself 6r herself not simply to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Around the world, others have seen and know what your
dedication to service means.

‘You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United
States. He spent a déy on a supercarrier like yours,'as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much of the amazing weaponry and
machinery in our arsenal, and when he fiﬁally came to'visit the
White House, I could see that he was impressed. But I soon
learned that what most impressed him was not our miraculous
technology or incredible firepéwer, bufﬂthe enlisted men and
women that he met on hié tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave
our enlisted men and women jobs that only officers would be
permitted-to handle in his own military. He couldn’t believe the
obvious dedicétiﬁn of America’s ehlisted men and women in their .

jobs, their knowledge of the machinery they handled, and their



readiness and ability to answer questions. In short, he couldn’t
believe your dedication to service.

I know you’ve heard it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and
children. But it goes for everyone across the country, let me
say we’re all very, very proud of you and of the job you’re
doing.

In the years ahead, I want to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the standards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard
set.

I’ve been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off all around it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
pe in charge of buying and building cared as much about the
bo as you do.

I believe that the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My messag%:;ill be just this simple: Don’t think it’s just
anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter -- and
remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And if
you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re not
ready to do business with the United States Government.

Let me give you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The first dry dock ever built for our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It



was finished more than a century and a'half ago. The actual
final cost was threé times the original estimate.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national securiﬁy, particularly whén budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standards in‘weapons>procurement. You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You aré getting them most of the time'
now. We are determined that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to expand the'national
consensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defénseg. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our ﬁational will. If our will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot saii -- or at least sail safely. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our nationél consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we'intena to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to_sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a sacrifice. It is a great
and'noble sacrifice.

Think of all the good all those sacrifices added up tbgefher
have meant around the world in the last few years.

The slaughter of the Iran-Iraq War has ended because America

had a strong Navy that it was ready to deploy.



Europe is nearing the milestone that will mark its longest
period of peace since the fall of the Roman Empire beéause,
America has a strong Army.

And the Soviet Union has begun to talk seriously about
strategic arms reductions, because our missile and bomber forces
are strong.

For humanity’s dreams of peace, families across America give
up their sons and daughters to the service of their country.

When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it will be
the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom throughout
the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of mankind’s agé
old aspirations. And on that day, who were the heroes,
generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire
across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. In the next.four years I will be not just
your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we will
work to spin the gossamer thread of humaﬁ dreams into a sturdy
fabric of peace that will last for generations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.



Document No. 0 ﬂ l4 3?
oL

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

1/27/89 1/30/89 at 9:30 am

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:
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Please provide your comments directly to Chris§ Winston (x2930,
Room 122), with an info copy to my office, by 9:30 am Monday,
January 30th. Thanks.

RESPONSE: January 27, 1989
TO® Chriss Winston

. \
NSC concurs, with fixes as indicated.

TN e

Robert M. Perito Assistant to the President

Acting Executive Secretaryand Deputy to the Chief of Staff
co:  T. Cicconi Fxt 2702
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(Judge)
January 29, 1989
1:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knowé the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country," crew of the America.

[EEE::yasn“t_it—théﬁTSTTWing“dés gnaETSﬁT*fﬁEf“E”“”HE“Qadhaf1
/aukessenuéha@mheéiisnemenmﬁe§§5EZl _

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once sailed on.
They weren’t as big in those days. 1In fact; I think my boat
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as the crew and a1rw1ng -of "the America"
know, how much we owed to the men and women at the shipyards.
And from the day of Revolutlonary era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, no shipyard has written a prouder chapter in the
history of the United States Na§y than the Norfolk Néval Ship
Yard All over the world, those who know the sea and the ships
that sa11 on it know that Norfolk stands for excellence.. Norfolk ,
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it that way.

My visit today is the final stop on what you might call an
inaugural trip. For the several days I have been visiting with
the men and women who are my colleagues in service to our nation

-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file
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civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most do a superb job. But
still you might say, with no disrespect for the others, that I’ve
saved the best for last -- and I mean you; the men and women who
keep our shipéAand guard our shores, the men and women whb serﬁe
with the armed forces of the United States of Aﬁerica.

' In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service that is ¢ompe11ed,Abut service that is
given freely and openly, the service of the strong heart.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully heip
thenselves. .

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
straihed; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speak about you, for in a way that every American

‘'knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you

who stand here today set our Nation’s standard for service.

You kee§ the peace on the frontiers of freedom around the
world. And in evéry corner of the globe, millions recognize you
and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes, wherever
you go, you ﬁake America and all it fepresents with you and you
do it with.a pride and dedication that few have ever matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 monfhs or more at a time; and come home to
find that'the child who1couid barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job -- that is service.



When a Marine or soldier spends long hours on cold night’s
sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Chérlie in
Berlin, he is not just filling a job but is answering the call of
service.

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one last time and makes doﬁble and triplé sure that every
screw, every hose, every weld is as it éhould be -- that mechanic
is dedicating himself or herself not simply to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Around the world, others haQe seen and know what your
dedicétion to service means.

You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United
States. He spent a day on a supercarrier like yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much‘of'the amazing weaponry and
machinery in our arsehél, and when he finally came to visit the
White House, I could see that he was impressed. But I soon
learned that what most impressed him was not our miraculous
technology or incredible firepower, buf the enlisted mén and
~ women that he met on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we géve
our enlisfed men and woﬁen jobs that only officers would be
permitted to handle in his own military.. He couldn’t believe>£he
} obvious.dedication of America’s enlisted men and women in their

jobs, their knowledge of the machinery they handled, and their



readiness and ability to answer questions. In short, he couldn’t
believe your dedication to serﬁige.

I know you’ve heafd it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and
children. But it goes for everyone across -the country, let me
say we’re all very, very proud:of you and of the job you’re
doing. |

In the years ahead, I want to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the étandards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard .
set. -

I’ve been inside a‘submarine while depth charges were going
off all around it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
people in charge of buying and building cared as much about the
boat-as you do; |

I believe that the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every éingle one of them does.

My message will be just this simple: Don’t think it’s just
anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter -- and '
remember that their'liﬁes depend on the things you make. And if
you’re not ready to care that mﬁch and work that hard, you’re not
ready to do business with the United States Government.

Let me give you an example -- cost ovefruns. overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The first dry dock ever built for'our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It
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was finished more than a century and a half ago. The actual
final cost was three times the original estimate.

ﬁut even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standards in weapons procurement. You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are determined that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to expand the national
consensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defenses. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national will. If our will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot sail -- or at least sail safely. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our national consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we intend to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sénds a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a sacfifice. It is a great
and noble sacrifice.

Think of all the good all those sacrifices added up together
have meant around the world in the last few years.
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strategic \arms reductidns, because our missile and bomber forces
are strong.

For humanity’s dreams of peace, families across America/give
up their sons and daughters to the service of their country.
When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it.will be
the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom throughout
the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of mankind’s age
old aspirations. And on that day, who were the heroes,
generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire »
across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. In the next four years I will be not just
your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we will
work to spin the gossamer thread of human dreams into a sturdy
fabric of peace that will last for generations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

1/27/89 1/30/89 at 9:30 am

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUEBY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK, TUESDAY
SUBJECT:

JANUARY 3| , 1989

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE V O
SUNUNU O { NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT { O PORTER a m|
DARMAN / O STUDDERT { O
BATES M a UNTERMEYER O O
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REMARKS:

Please provide your comments directly to Chris§ Winston (x2930,
Room 122), with an info copy to my office, by 9:30 am Monday,
January 30th. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President

and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext 2702
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January 29, 1989
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. 1It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country," crew of the America. Q‘““‘Lgfz\ e

And wasn’t it ag:?[airwing designation] that taught Qadhafi
a lesson that he’ll never forget.

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once sailed on.
They weren’t as big in those days. In fact, I think my boai:l SH{F
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as the crew and airwing of "the America"
know, how much we owed to the men and women at the shipyards.
And from the day of Revolutionary era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, no shipyard has written a prouder chapter in the
history of the United States Navy than the Norfolk Naval Ship
Yard. All over the world, those who know the sea and the ships
that sail on it know that Norfolk stands for excellence. Norfolk |
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it that way.

My visit today is the final stop on what you might call an
inaugural trip. For the€C:;eral days I have been visiting with

the men and women who are my colleagues in service to our nation

-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file



civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most do a superb job. But
still you might say, with no disrespect @oilthe others, that I’ve
saved the best for last -- and I mean you, the men and women who
keep our ships and guard our shores, the men and women who serve
with the armed forces of the United States of America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service that is compelled, but service that is
given freely and openly, the service of the strong heart.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speak about you, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here today set our Nation’s standard for service.

You keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom around the
world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize you
and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes, wherever
you go, you take America and all it represents with you and you
do it with a pride and dedication that few have ever matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job =-- that is service.
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When a[Marin%]or soldier spends long hours on cold night’s
sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in
Berlin, he is not just filling a job but is answering the call of
service.

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship;s power
plant one last time and makes double and triple sure that every
screw, every hose, every weld is as it should be -- that mechanic
is dedicating himself or herself not simply to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Around the world, others have seen and know what your
dedication to service means.

You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United
States. He spent a day on a supercarrier like yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much of the amazing weaponry and
machinery in our arsenal, and when he finally came to visit the
White House, I could see that he was impressed. But I soon
learned that what most impressed him was not our miraculous
technology or incredible firepower, but the enlisted men and
women that he met on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave
our enlisted men and women jobs that only officers would be
permitted to handle in his own military. He couldn’t believe the
obvious dedication of America’s enlisted men and women in their

jobs, their knowledge of the machinery they handled, and their



readiness and ability to answer quesﬁions. In short, he couldn’t
believé your dedication to service. |

I know you’ve heard it from your parents. Those_of you who
are mérried have heard it from your husbénds or wives and
- children. But it goes for everyone across the coﬁntry, let me
say we’re all very, very proud of you and of the job you’re
doing.

In the years ahéad, I want to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the standards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard
set.

I’'ve been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off-all around it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
strain gnd creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
people in charge of buying and building cared as much about the
boat as you do. |

I believe that the overwhelmihg majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My message Qill'be just this simple: ‘Don’t think it’s just
anyone oqt there. Think it’s-your son or daughter -- and
remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And if
you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re not
ready to do business with the United States Government.

Let me give yoﬁ an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The first dry dock ever built for our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It



was finished moré than a century and'a half ago; The actual
final qo#t was three times the origina; estimaté.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly -when budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procuremenﬁ, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standards in weapons procurementt You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You are gettingAthem most of tﬁe time
now. We are determined that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to expand the naﬁional
consensus for the budgets thaf support our Nation’s defenses. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national will. If our will is ruptured, our ship of staté
cannot sail -- or at least sail safely. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadenihg our national consensus on
- defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we intend to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot.camp or to flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a éacrifice. It is a great
and noble sacrifice. .
| Think of all the good all those sacrifices added up together
have meant around the world in the ;ast few years.

The slaughter of the Iran-Iraq War hés ended because America

had a strong Navy thaf it was ready to deploy.



Europe is nearing the milestone that will mark its longest
period of peace since the fall of the Roman Empire because
America has a strong Army.

And the Soviet Union has begun to talk seriously about
strategic arms reductions, beqause our missile and bomber forces
are strong.

For humanity’s dreams of peace, families across America give
up their sons and daughters to the service of their country.

When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it will be
‘the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom throughout
the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of mankind’s age
old aspirations. And on that day, who-were the heroes, '
generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire
across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. In the next four years I will be not just
your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we will
work to spin the gossamer-thread of human dreams into a sturdy

. fabric-of peace that will last for generations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.



