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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Norfolk, Virginia)

For Immediate Release January 31, 1989
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT ,
O THE CREW OF THE USS5 AMERICA
AND NAVAL SHIPYARD WORKERS

Aboard USS America
Norfolk, Virginia

11:01 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all. (Applause.) Thank you
very much. Thank you so much for that welcome. Thank you all.
Excuse the cough here. Admiral Dunlevy, thank you very much, sir,
for that welcome to America, and that -- thank all of you for that
response. Admiral Troste, and to our Secretary of the Navy, and all
involved in this wonderful day, I say thank you. I want to single
out to members of Congress who are here, many members of the Armed
Services Committee and others who have been strong backers, have a
strong military for this country, and I'm delighted to see them here.,
I'm pleased to be on one of the greatest ships in the world, with a
crew that knows the meaning of the words, "my ship, my country," the

- crew of the America.

: You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a very
special day for me -- the Admiral touching on that. I can't help
thinking of the carrier I once sailed on, the USS San Jacinto --
namesake of which is right next door here. Carriers weren't as big
in those days. Technology was very different. Narrow deck, slower
planes, strictly visual contact with the LSO, the landing signal
officer.” No electronics, but some things stayed the same. And
Admiral Dunlevy touched on it, and I've, as Vice President, had a
chance to visit the fleet, and you can't help but sense that same
spirit of camaraderie, devotion to duty, patriotism, service to
.country. We knew then, in those days, just as you know now, how much
we owed to the men and women in the bases, in the shipyards. And
from the day of Revolutionary-era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, none have written a prouder chapter in the history of
the United States Navy than the Norfolk Naval Base. All over the
world, those who love the sea and the ships that sail on it know that
Norfolk, or Hampton Roads, if you will, stands for excellence. A
national treasure -- and let me just say to all assembled, we are

going to keep it that way. (Applause.)

My visit today is the final stop on what you might call
an inaugural trip. For the past several days I've been visiting with
the men and women wha ara mer ~m11 cm e _ = . :



.and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of their lives to
mercy for humanity.

_ And 1'll -speak about you; for in a way that every
American knows, and every man, woman and child in our land salutes,
you stand here today setting an example for our nation's standard of

service. And let me start right now by recognizing one of your own
-~ your Sailor of the Year -- Aviation Ordinanceman lst Class Joseph

Robinson. Joseph was awarded this honor for two reasons. First for
his contributions to the running of this ship. But Joseph has also
been recognized for his contributions to his community where he
helped establish a Neighborhood Watch -~ called it a watch program
and devoted over 100 hours to its success.

Now, Joseph is right here, and if you'll come forward,
sir, I'd be proud to shake your hand and present you with a letter of

commendation. Congratulations. (Applause.)

(The lettér is presented.) (Applause.)

What a wonderful example for us all. All of you keep the
peace on the frontiers of freedom around the world. And in every
corner of the globe, millions recognize you and the flag you carry is
their symbol of hope. And yes, wherever you go, you take America and
all it represents with you, and you do it with a pride and dedication

that few have ever matched.

) I know some say that it's just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for six months or more at a time, and come home to
find that a child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a few
words, that's more than a job -- that is service and more
‘importantly, sacrifice.

When a soldier spends long hours on cold night's sentry
duty at the DMZ or at Checkpoint Charlie in Berlin, he's not just
filling a job but he's answering the call of service.

And the mechanic who inspects the plane's engine or
ship's power plant one last time and makes double and triple sure
that every screw, every hose, every weld is as it should be —-- that
mechanic is dedicating himself or herself not simply to a job but to
a concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

. Around the world, others have seen and know what your
dedication to service means.

You remember, maybe, last year the Soviet Union's top
military man at the time, Marshal AKhromeyev, visited the United
States. He spent a day on a carrier not unlike yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our nation. And he saw much of the amazing weaponry and
machinery in our arsenal, and when he finally came to visit the White
House, he let it be known that he was impressed. And what most
impressed him was not our miraculous technology or incredible
firepower, but the enlisted men and women that he had met on these



service and dedication and duty that this crew and this base has set.

I've been inside a submerged submarine while deptﬁ
charges were going off all around it. And I know what it's like Fo
hear the vessel strain and shake and pray to God that the people in
charge of buying and building cared as much about the vessel as you

do.

And I believe that the overwhelming majority of
procurement officers and defense contractors do care that much.
I am determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My message to them will be just this simple: Don't think
it's just anyone out there. Think it's your son or daughter -- and
remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And if
you're not re=ady to care that much and work that hard, you are not
ready to do business with the Unitad States government. (Applause.)

And

: Let me give you an example -~ cost overruns. Overruns
didn't start yesterday. The first dry dock ever build for our Navy
is still operating, I am told, not far from here in this yard. And
it was finished more than a century and a half ago. And the actual
final cost was three times the original estimate.

i But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets are tight.
We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons procurement,
and we will get tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement. You deserve the very best equipment and weapons. You
are getting them most of the time now, and we're determined that you

will get them all of the time.

And one other thing. I am determined to expand the
national consensus that is necessary for proper support for our
nation's defense. I'll do this because the first bulwark of our
national defense is our national will. And if our will is ruptured,
our ship of state cannot sail, or at least sail safely. I firmly
believe that the vital first step to broadening our national
consensus on defense is to wring the last drop of waste and
mismanagement out of the way we buy our weapons. And that's what we
intend to do.

It's what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight school to
defend our nation, they are making a sacrifice -- and it is a great
and noble sacrifice. Think of all the good all those sacrifices
added up to --together and what they have meant around the world in

the last few years.

When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it
will be the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom
throughout the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of
mankind's age-~old aspirations. And on that day, who were the heroes,
generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire across
the sky? Who brought the day to the earth? And the answer will be

Tre [RORE S



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 30, 1989

NOTE TO: DAVE DEMAREST v/
CHRISS WINSTON
FROM: KRISTIN TAYLOR
SUBJ: OUR ATTEMPTS TO BROADEN/EXPAND COVERAGE OF THE

UPCOMING NORFOLK EVENT

In an attempt to identify and reach out to a target audience
for Tuesday's event at Norfolk, the Office of Media Relations has
done the following:

-- Acted as a facilitator for Armed Forces TV, who will
probably pick up the signal from AP or NBC, and then broadcast to
their network. (This is more economical than an exclusive
satellite feed and will still reach our targetted audience of
Armed Forces personnel.) Armed Forces Radio will also pick this
up.

-- Identified a list of military publications and did a
call-out to key publications, informing them of the event,
offering the text of the address when it becomes available, and
putting them in contact with the Press Advance office in Norfolk.
Approximately 70% of the publications on the attached list
responded positively; many of them plan on attending, and

interest was high. If nothing else, photo coverage of this event
should be outstanding.

-- Contacted All Hands Navy magazine, "the magazine of the
U.S. Navy," and informed them of the event. (They plan on sending
a reporter and photographer to Norfolk. This magazine had
recently submitted an interview request in to the President, so
they were glad to receive the call.)

* Because this event is "open press" and a Press Charter will
be provided to Norfolk, we will also get the standard,
across-the-board coverage by all the major nets and newspapers.
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Document No. 0 ﬂ l 4 3 ?

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

1/27/89 1/30/89 at 9:30 am

DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK, TUESDAY
SUBJECT:

JANUARY 3| , 1989

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O / MCCLURE ¥ ©
SUNUNU O \z/ NEWMAN O O
SCOWCROFT t( O  PORTER O o
DARMAN p/ O  STUDDERT { O
BATES ‘Q( 0O  UNTERMEYER o o
BREEDEN i s O !(
CARD 0 % LOPEZ { 0
CICCONI O g/ o o
DEMAREST p( O o o
FITZWATE@ p( O O
GRAY d a O 0O
HAGIN o O O O

BERAID: Please provide your comments directly #0 Chriss Winston 30,

Room 122), with an info copy to my office, by 9:30 am Monday
January 30th. Thanks.
RESPONSE:

James W. Cicconi
Assistant to the President

and Deputy to the Chief of Staff
Ext 2702
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A
PRESTDENTIAL REMARKS. ATRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. 1It’s greét to be here on one of the greatest

- ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the

words "my ship, my country," crew of the America.

- [] (] [] . . \’./ ’ »
And wasn’t it the [airwing designation] that taught Qadhafi

a lesson that he’ll never forget.

You know, as an old'carrier pilot,'today is atspecia; day
for me. I can’t help thinking sf the carrier I once sailed on.
They weren’t as big in those days. 1In fact, I think my boat
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just. as the crew and airwing of "the America"
know, how much we owed to the men and woﬁen at the shipyards.
And from the day of Revolutionary era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, no shipyard has writ;en a prouder chapter in the
history of the United Stafes Navy than the Norfolk Naval Ship
Yard. ‘All over the world, those who know the sea and the ships
that sail on it know that Norfolk stands for excellence. Norfolk
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it that way.

My Visit today is>the final stop on what you might call an
inaugural trip. For the several days I have been visiting with
the men and women who are my colleagues in service to.our nation

-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file



civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most do a superb job. But
still you might say, with no disrespect for the others, that I’ve
saved the best for last -- and I mean you, the men and women who
keep our ships and guard our shores, the men and'women who serve
with the armed forces of the United States éf America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deﬁl about
service -- not service that is compelled, but service that is
given freely and openly, the service of the strong heart.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to~
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
. strained; and I will speak of those whb dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speak about you, for in'a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here today set our Nation’s standard for service.

| You keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom around the
world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize you
and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes, wherever
you go, you take America and all it represents with you and you
do it with a pride and_dedication that few have ever matched.

I know some say that it’s.just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job -~ that is service.
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Wheﬂ a Marine or soldier spends long hours on cold'night's
sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in
Berlin, he is nét just filling a job but is answering the call of
service.

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one last time and makes double and triple sufe that every
screw, every hose, every weld is as it éhould be -- that mechanic

is dedicating himself or herself not simply to a job but to a

concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Around the world, others'have seen and know what your
dedication to service means.

You'may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
militéry man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United
States. He spent a day on a supercarrier like yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much of the amazihg weaponry and-
machinery in our arsenal, and when he fiﬁally came to visit the
White House, I éould see that he was imﬁressed. But I soon
learned that what most impressed him was notAour miraculous
technology or incrediblg fireﬁower, buf the enlisted men and
women that he met on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave
our enlisted men énd‘women jobs that only officers would be
permitted to handle in his own military. He coul@n't believe the
obvious dedication of America’s enlisted men and women in their

jobs, their knowiedge of the machinery they handled, and their



readiness and ability to answer questions. In short, he couldn’t
believe youf dedication to service.

I know you’ve heard it frdm your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from yéur husbands or wives and
children. But it goes for‘evéryone across the éountry, let me
say we’ré all very, very proud of you and of the job‘ybu're
doing. |

In the years ahead, I waht to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and‘weapons'live up to the standards of
service, dedication, and duty that thisléreW‘and this shipyard .
set.

I’ve been inside a submarine while depth charges were gding
off_ali around it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to ﬁray to God that the
people in chérge of buying and building cared as much about the
boat as you do. |

I believe that'the_oyerwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that ﬁuch. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of themAdoes.

My message will be just this simple: Don’t think it’s just‘
anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter -- and
remember that their lives depend on the things you make.. And if
you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re not
ready to do business with the United States Government.

Let me iné you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The first dry dock ever built for our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It



was finished more than a cehtury and a half ago. The actual
f1na1 cost was three times the original estimate. |

But even if overruns are not new, they are st111 wrong --
and hurt the national security, partlcglarly when budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher étandards in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standards in weapons procurement. You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are déterminéd that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to'eXpand the national
conéensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defenses. AI
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
oﬁr national will. If our will is rﬁptured, our ship of state
canhot sail -- or at least sail .safely. :I firmly believe that
the vital first step té broadening our national consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the‘way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we intend to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to.defend our nation, they aré making a sacrifice. It is a great
and noble saérifice. |

Think of all the good all those saérifices added up together

have meant around the world in th

The slaughter of the [fran-Iraq War has ended because*;%§ffja

had a strong Navy that it was rea to deploy.

“?r\m&\ To Sluow ] o ;feu{;w



Europe is nearing the milestone that will mark its longest
period of peace since the fall of the Roman Empire because
America has a strong Army.

And the Soviet Union has begun to talk seriously about
strategic arms reductions, because our missile and bomber forces
are strqng,

For humanity’s dreams of peace, families across America give
up their sons and daughters to the service of their country.

When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it will be
the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom throughout
the globé -- the story of the sunrise in the day of mankind’s age
old aspirations. And on that day, who were the heroes,
generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire
across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. In the next four years I will be not just
your commander-in-chief, but your frieﬁd. And together we will
work to spin the gossamer thread of human dreams into a sturdy
fabric of peace that will last for genefations fo come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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(Judge)
January 29, 1989
1:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country," crew 6f the America.

And wasn’t it the [airwing designation] that taught Qadhafi
a lesson that he’ll never forget.

You know, as an-old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once sailed on.
They weren’t as big in those des. In fact, I think my boat
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as the crew and airwing of "the America"

know, how much we owed to the men and women at the shipyards.

And fronm ﬁhe day of Revolutionary era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, no shipyard has written a prouder chapter in the
history of the United States Navy than the Norfolk Naval Ship
Yard. All over the world, those who know the sea and the ships
that sail on it know that Norfolk stands for excellence. ~Norfolk
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it that way.

My visit today is the final stop on what you might call an

‘inaugural trip. For the several days I have been visiting with

the men and women who are my colleaques in service to our nation

-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file
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civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most do a suéerb job. But
still you might say, with no disrespect for the others, that I’ve
saved the best for last -- and I mean you, the men and women who

keep our ships and guard our shores, the men and women who serve

with the armed forces of the United States of America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service that is compelled, but service that is
given freely and opehly, the service of the strong heart.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully helﬁ
themselves.

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a‘portioﬁ of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speak about yéu, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here today set our Nation’s standard for service.

You keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom around the
world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize you
and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes, wherever
you go, you take America and all it represents with you and you
do it with a pride and dedication that few have ever matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and-come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job -- that is service.



When a Marine or soldier spends long hours on cold night’s
sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in
Berlin, he is not just filling a job but is answering the call of
service.

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one last time and makeé double and triple sure that every
screw, every hose, every weld is as it should be -~ that mechanic
is dedicating himself or herself not simply‘to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Around the world, others have seeﬁ and know what your
-dédication to service means.

You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
military man at the time, Maréhal Akhroméyev, visited the United
' States. He spent a day on a supércarrier like yodrs, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much of the amaiing weaponry and -
machinery in‘our arsenal, and when he finally came to visit the
White House, I could see that he was impressed‘ But I soon
learned that what most impressed him was not our miraculous
technology or incredible firepower, bu£ the enlisted men and
women that he met on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave
our enlisted men and women jobs that only office:s would be
permitted to handle in his own military. He coﬁldn't believe the
obvious dedication of America’s enlisted men and women in their

jobs,.their‘knowledge of the machinery they handled, and their



readiness and ability to answer questions.. In short, he couldn’t
believe your dedication to'service.

I know you’ve heard it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and
children. But it goes for everyone across the country, let me
say we’re all very, very proud of you and of the job you’re
doing.

In the yearé ahead, I want to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the standards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard
set.

I've been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off all around it. I know what it'é like to hear the steel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
people in charge of buying and building cared as much about the
boat as you do.

I believe that the overwhelming majority 6f procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to maké sure ﬁhat every single one of them does.

My message will be just this simple: Don’t think it’s just
ahypne out there. Think it’s yodr son or daughter -- and
remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And if
you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re not
ready to.do business with the-United States Government.

Let me give you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The first dry dock ever built for our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipYard. It



was finished more than a century and a half ago. The actual
final cost was three times,therriginal estimate.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we ﬁill get tighter controls and higher
standards in‘weapons procurement. You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are defermined that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to expand the national
consensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defenses. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national will. If our will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot sail -~ or at least sail safély. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our national consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we intend to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family ’
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a sacrifice. It is a great
and noble sacrifice.

Think of all the good all those sacrifices added up together
have meant around the world in the last few years.

The slaughter of the Iran-Iraq War has ended because America

had a strong Navy that it was ready‘to deploy.



Europe is nearing the milestone that‘ﬁill mark its longest‘
period of peace since the fall of the Roman Empire because
America has a strong Army.

And the Soviet Union.has begun to talk seriously about
strategic arms reductions, because our missile and bomber forces
are strong.

For humanity’s dreams.of peace, families across America give
up their sons and daughters to the service of their coﬁntry.

When the record of our time is finaliy written, I hope it will be
the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom throughout
the globe =-- the story of the sunrise in thevday of mankind’s age
old aspirations. And on that day, who were the heroes,
generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire
across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. In the next four years I will be not just
your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we will
work to spin fhe'gossamer thread of human dreams into a sturdy
fabric of peace that will last for genefations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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(Judge)
January 30, 1989
2:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ON THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER U.,S.S. AMERICA
NORFOLK, VERGINIAC . v ¥~
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. 1It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country" -- the crew of the U.S.S. America.

'You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once sailed on.
They weren’t as big in fhose days. In fact, I think my ship
could have floated in the stew kettles down in youf mess.

But we knew, just as you, how much we owed to the men and
women at the shipyards. And from the day of Revolutionary era
sloops to the most modern supercarriers, no shipyard has written
a prouder chapter in the histor& of the United States Navy than
the Norfolk Naval Shipyard. All over the world, those who love
the sea and the ships that sail on it know that Norfolk stands
for excellence. Norfolk is a national treasure -- and we’re
going to keep it that way.

My visit today is the finai stop on what you might call an
inaugﬁral trip. For the past several days I have been visiting
with the men and women who are my colleagues in service to. our
nation -- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and
file civil servants. Most are oﬁtstanding. Most do a superb
job. But still you might say; with no disrespect for the others,
that I’ve saved for last those whose service demaods the most --

and I mean you, the men and women who keep our ships and gquard



our shores, the men and women who serve with the armed forces of
the United States of America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service that is compelled, but service that is
given freely and openly, -the service of the strong heart and the
questing soul.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speak about you, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here today set our Nation’s standard fof service. And
let me start right now by recognizing one of your own -- your
"Sailor of the Year™" -= Aviation Ordinanceman 1st claés Joseph
Robinson. Joe was awarded this honor for two reasons. First for
his contributions to the running of this ship. But Joe has also
been recognized for his contributions to his\community where he
helped establish a Neighborhood Watch Program and devoted over
100 hours to its success. Joe, if you’ll come up here, I’d be
proud to shake your hand and present you with this letter of
commendation.

| All of you keep'the peace on the frontiers of freedom around
the world. And ih every corner of the globé, millions recognize

you and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes,



wﬁerever you go, you take America and all it rep;esents with you,
and you do it with a pride and dedication that few have ever
matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a
few words, that’s more than a job -- that is service and more
importantly, sacrifice.

When a soldier spends long hours on cold night’s sentry duty
at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in Berlin, he is
not just filling a job but is answering the call of service.

And the mechanic who inspects the plane’s engine or ship’s
power plant one last time and makes double and triple sure that
every screw, every hose, every weld is as it should be -- that
_mechanic is~dedicating.himse1f or herself not simﬁly to a job but
to a concept. of service to country that is the highest in the
world.

Around the'WOrld,'others have seen and know what your
dediéation to service means.

You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited‘the United
States. He spent a day on a carrier not unlike yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much of the amazing weaponry and
machinery in our arsenal, and when he finally came to visit the
White House, he let it be known that he was impressed. And what
most impressed him was not our miraculous technology or

incredible firepower, but the enlisted men and women that he met



on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave our enlisted men
and women jobs that only officers'would be pefmitted to handle in
his own military. He couldn’t believe the obvious dedication of
America’s enlisted men and women to their jobs, their knowledge
of the machinery they handled, and their readiness and ability to
answer questions. In short, he couldn’t believe your dedication
to service.

I know you’ve heard it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and from
your children. But it goes for everyone across the country, let
me say we’re all very, very proud of you and of the job you’re
doing.

In the years ahead, I want to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the standards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard
set.

I’ve been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off all around it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
‘strain and creak.and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
peoplé in charge of buying and building cared as much,ébout the
vessel as ybu do. |

I believe that the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My message to them will be just this simple: Don’t think
it’s just anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter --

and remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And



if you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re
not ready to do business with the United States Government.

Let me give you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The first dry dock ever built for our
Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It
was finished more than a centﬁry and a half ago. The actual
final cost was three times the original estimate.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets are:
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standérds in weapons procurement. You deserve the‘very best
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
‘ noﬁ. We' are detérmined that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to expand the national
consensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defenses. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national will. If our will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot sail -- or at least sail safely. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our nafional consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we intend to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a sacrifice -- and it is a

great and noble sacrifice. Think of all the good all those



sacrifices added up together have meant around the world in the
last few years.

When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it
will be the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom
throuéhout the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of
mankind’s agé old aspirations. And on that day, who:were the
heroes, generations to come will ask?' Who drove the chariots of
fire across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. During the next four years I will be not
just your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we
will work to spin the gossamer thfead of human dreams into a
sturdy fabric of peace that will last for generations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.



REMARKS ON THE U.S.S. AMERICA
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
" TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

THANK YOu. IT’S GREAT TO BE HERE ON ONE OF THE
GREATEST SHIPS IN THE WORLD, WITH A CREW THAT KNOWS THE
MEANING OF THE WORDS "My SHIP, MY COUNTRY" =-- THE CREw OF

- THE U.S.S. AMERICA.

You KnOW, AS AN OLD CARRIER PILOT, TODAY IS A SPECIAL
DAY FOR ME. I CAN'T HELP THINKING OF THE CARRIER I ONCE

'SAILED ON. THEY WEREN'T AS BIG IN THOSE DAYS. [IN FAcCT,

2
1 THINK MY SHIP COULD HAVE FLOATED IN THE STEW KETTLES
DOWN IN YOUR MESS.]
BUT WE KNEW, JUST AS YOU, HOW MUCH WE OWED TO THE MEN
AND WOMEN AT THE SHIPYARDS. AND FROM THE DAY OF

REVOLUTIONARY ERA SLOOPS TO THE MOST MODERN SUPERCARRIERS,
NO SHIPYARD HAS WRITTEN A PROUDER CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY

- oF THE UNITED STATES NAVY THAN THE . HORFOLK NAVAL SHIPYARD.

ALL OVER THE WORLD, THOSE WHO LOVE THE SEA AND THE SHIPS
THAT SAIL ON IT KNOW THAT NORFOLK STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE.
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NORFOLK IS A NATIONAL TREASURE -- AND WE'RE GOING TO KEEP
IT THAT WAY.

My VISIT TODAY IS THE FINAL STOP ON WHAT YOU MIGHT'
CALL AN INAUGURAL TRIP. FOR THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS I HAVE
BEEN VISITING WITH THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO ARE MY COLLEAGUES
IN SERVICE TO OUR NATION -- FROM SENIOR APPOINTEES IN MY
ADMINISTRATION TO RANK AND FILE CIVIL SERVANTS. MosT ARE
OUTSTANDING. MOST DO A SUPERB JOB. BUT STILL YOU MIGHT
SAY, WITH NO DISRESPECT FOR THE OTHERS, THAT I'VE SAVED
FOR LAST THOSE WHOSE SERVICE DEMANDS THE MOST -- AND I

4
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MEAN YOU, THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO KEEP OUR SHIPS AND GUARD
OUR SHORES, THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVE WITH THE ARMED
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

- IN THE MONTHS AHEAD I WILL BE TALKING A GREAT DEAL
ABOUT SERVICE -- NOT SERVICE THAT IS COMPELLED, BUT
SERVICE THAT IS GIVEN FREELY AND OPENLY, THE SERVICE OF
THE STRONG HEART AND THE QUESTING SOUL.

I WILL SPEAK ABOUT THOSE WHO GIVE THEIR TIME AND LOVE

TO THEIR COMMUNITIES, TO HELP THOSE WHO CANNOT FULLY HELP
THEMSELVES,
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LONG AGO IT WAS WRITTEN THAT THE QUALITY OF MERCY IS
NOT STRAINED; AND I WILL SPEAK OF THOSE WHO DEDICATE A
PORTION OF THEIR LIVES TO MERCY FOR HUMANITY.

AND I WILL SPEAK ABOUT YOU, FOR IN A WAY THAT EVERY
~ AMERICAN KNOWS, AND EVERY MAN, WOMAN, AND CHILD IN OUR
LAND SALUTES, YOU WHO STAND HERE TODAY SET OUR NATION'S
STANDARD FOR SERVICE. AND LET ME START RIGHT NOW BY |
RECOGNIZING ONE OF YOUR OWN -~ YOUR "SAILOR OF THE YEAR"
== AVIATION OrDINANCEMAN 1ST CLASS JosEPH ROBINSON. JOSEPH
WAS AWARDED THIS HONOR FOR TWO REASONS. FIRST FOR His

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE RUNNING OF THIS SHIP. BUT JOSEPH HAS
ALSO BEEN RECOGNIZED FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO HIS’
COMMUNITY WHERE HE HELPED ESTABLISH A NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
PROGRAM AND DEVOTED OVER 100 HOURS TO ITS SUCCESS.
JOSEPH, IF YOU'LL COME UP HERE, I’'D BE PROUD TO SHAKE YOUR
HAND AND PRESENT YOU WITH THIS LETTER OF COMMENDATION.:
ALL OF YOU KEEP THE PEACE ON THE FRONTIERS OF FREEDOM
ARQUND THE WORLD. AND IN EVERY CORNER OF THE GLOBE,
MILLIONS RECOGNIZE YOU AND THE FLAG YOU CARRY AS THEIR
SYMBOL OF HOPE. YES, WHEREVER YOU GO, YOU TAKE AMERICA
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AND ALL IT REPRESENTS WITH YOU, AND YOU DO IT WITH A PRIDE
AND DEDICATION THAT FEW HAVE EVER MATCHED.

I KNOW SOME SAY THAT IT'S JUST A JOB. BUT WHEN A
SAILOR MUST PUT TO SEA FOR 6 MONTHS OR MORE AT A TIME, AND
COME HOME TO FIND THAT THE CHILD WHO COULD BARELY CRAWL,
CAN WALK AND SAY A FEW WORDS, THAT'S MORE THAN A JOB --
THAT IS SERVICE AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, SACRIFICE,

WHEN A SOLDIER SPENDS LONG HOURS ON COLD NIGHT'S
SENTRY DUTY AT THE D.M.Z. 1N KOREA OR AT CHECKPOINT

8

~ CHARLIE IN BERLIN, HE IS NOT JuST FILLING A JOB BUT IS
ANSWERING THE CALL OF SERVICE
AND THE MECHANIC WHO INSPECTS THE PLANE S ENGINE OR
.SHIP S POWER PLANT ONE LAST TIME AND MAKES DOUBLE AND
TRIPLE SURE THAT EVERY SCREW, EVERY HOSE, EVERY WELD IS AS
IT SHOULD BE -- THAT MECHANIC IS DEDICATING HIMSELF OR
HERSELF NOT SIMPLY TO A JOB BUT TO A CONCEPT OF SERVICE TO
COUNTRY THAT IS THE HIGHEST IN THE WORLD, B
.AROUND THE WORLD, OTHERS HAVE SEEN AND KNOW WHAT YOUR
DEDICATION TO SERVICE MEANS.
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You MAY REMEMBER THAT LAST YEAR, THE SovieT UNION's
TOP MILITARY MAN AT THE TIME, MARSHAL AKHROMEYEV, VISITED
THE UNITED STATES. HE SPENT A DAY ON A CARRIER NOT UNLIKE
YOURS, AS IT WENT THROUGH EXERCISES IN THESE WATERS, AND
HE VISITED INSTALLATIONS ACROSS OUR NATION. HE saw mucH
OF THE AMAZING WEAPONRY AND MACHINERY IN OUR ARSENAL, AND
WHEN HE FINALLY CAME TO VISIT THE WHITE HOUSE, HE LET IT
BE KNOWN THAT HE WAS IMPRESSED. AND WHAT MOST IMPRESSED
HIM WAS NOT OUR MIRACULOUS TECHNOLOGY OR INCREDIBLE
FIREPOWER, BUT THE ENLISTED MEN AND WOMEN THAT HE MET ON

10

HIS TOURS. HE COULDN’T BELIEVE THAT WE GAVE OUR ENLISTED
MEN AND WOMEN JOBS THAT ONLY OFFICERS WOULD BE PERMITTED
TO HANDLE IN HIS OWN MILITARY. He COULDN'T BELIEVE THE
OBVIOUS DEDICATION OF AMERICA’'S ENLISTED MEN AND WOMEN TO
THEIR JOBS, THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THE MACHINERY THEY HANDLED,
- AND THEIR READINESS AND ABILITY TO ANSWER QUESTIONS. IN
SHORT, HE COULDN'T BELIEVE YOUR DEDICATION TO SERVICE.

I kKNOW YOU'VE HEARD IT FROM YOUR PARENTS. THOSE OF
YOU WHO ARE MARRIED HAVE HEARD IT FROM YOUR HUSBANDS OR
WIVES AND FROM YOUR CHILDREN. BUT IT GOES FOR EVERYONE
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ACROSS THE COUNTRY, LET ME SAY WE’'RE ALL VERY, VERY PROUD
OF YOU AND OF THE JOB YOU'RE DOING.

IN THE YEARS AHEAD, I WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT THOSE
WHO BUILD OUR SHIPS, PLANES, AND WEAPONS LIVE UP TO THE
STANDARDS OF SERVICE, DEDICATION, AND DUTY THAT THIS CREW
AND THIS SHIPYARD SET.

I'VE BEEN INSIDE A SUBMERGED>SUBMARINE WHILE DEPTH
CHARGES WERE GOING OFF ALL AROUND IT. I KNOW WHAT IT'S
LIKE TO HEAR THE VESSEL STRAIN AND SHAKE AND TO PRAY TO

12 -

GOD THAT THE PEOPLE IN CHARGE OF BUYING AND BUILDING CARED.
AS MUCH ABOUT THE VESSEL AS YOU DO.

I BELIEVE THAT THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF
PROCUREMENT OFFICERS AND DEFENSE CONTRACTORS DO CARE THAT
MUCH. I AM DETERMINED TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERY SINGLE ONE -
OF THEM DOES. |

MY MESSAGE TO THEM WILL BE JUST THIS SIMPLE: DoON'T
THINK IT'S JUST ANYONE OUT THERE. THINK IT'S YOUR SON OR
DAUGHTER -- AND REMEMBER THAT THEIR LIVES DEPEND ON THE
THINGS YOU MAKE., AND IF YOU'RE NOT READY TO CARE THAT
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MUCH AND WORK THAT HARD, YOU'RE NOT READY TO DO BUSINESS
WITH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.

LET ME GIVE YOU AN EXAMPLE -- COST OVERRUNS.
OVERRUNS DIDN'T START YESTERDAY. THE FIRST DRY DOCK EVER
BUILT FOR OUR NAVY IS STILL OPERATING'NOT FAR FROM HERE IN
THIS SHIPYARD. IT WAS FINISHED MORE THAN A CENTURY AND A
HALF AGO. THE ACTUAL FINAL COST WAS THREE TIMES THE
ORIGINAL ESTIMATE.

BUT EVEN IF OVERRUNS ARE NOT NEW, THEY ARE STILL
WRONG -= AND HURT THE NATIONAL SECURITY, PARTICULARLY WHEN

14

BUDGETS ARE TIGHT. WE WANT TIGHTER CONTROLS AND HIGHER
STANDARDS IN WEAPONS PROCUREMENT, AND WE WILL GET TIGHTER
CONTROLS AND HIGHER STANDARDS IN WEAPONS PROCUREMENT. You
DESERVE THE VERY BEST EQUIPMENT AND WEAPONS. YOU ARE
GETTING THEM MOST OF THE TIME NOW. WE ARE DETERMINED THAT
YOU WILL GET THEM ALL OF THE TIME.

ONE OTHER THING. I AM DETERMINED TO EXPAND THE
NATIONAL CONSENSUS THAT IS NECESSARY FOR PROPER SUPPORT
FOR OUR NATION'S DEFENSES. I WILL DO THIS BECAUSE THE
FIRST BULWARK OF OUR NATIONAL DEFENSE IS OUR NATIONAL
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WILL. IF OUR WILL IS RUPTURED, OUR SHIP OF STATE CANNOT
SAIL -- OR AT LEAST SAIL SAFELY. I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT
THE VITAL FIRST STEP TO BROADENING OUR NATIONAL CONSENSUS
ON DEFENSE IS TO WRING THE LAST DROP OF WASTE AND
MISMANAGEMENT OUT OF THE WAY WE BUY OUR WEAPONS. AND
THAT'S WHAT WE INTEND TO DO.

IT'sS WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL MY BOND TO YOU. WHEN A
FAMILY SENDS A SON OR HUSBAND TO SEA OR TO BOOT CAMP OR TO
FLIGHT SCHOOL TO DEFEND OUR NATION, THEY ARE MAKING A
SACRIFICE ~- AND IT IS A GREAT AND NOBLE SACRIFICE. THINK

16

OF ALL THE GOOD ALL THOSE SACRIFICES ADDED UP TOGETHER
HAVE MEANT AROUND THE WORLD IN THE LAST FEW YEARS.

WHEN THE RECORD OF OUR TIME IS FIMALLY WRITTEN, I
HOPE IT WILL BE THE STORY OF THE FINAL TRIUMPH OF PEACE
AND FREEDOM THROUGHOUT THE GLOBE -- THE STORY OF THE
SUNRISE IN THE DAY OF MANKIND'S AGE OLD ASPIRATIONS. AND
ON THAT DAY, WHO WERE THE HEROES, GENERATIONS TO COME WILL
ASK? WHO DROVE THE CHARIOTS OF FIRE ACROSS THE SKY? WHO
BROUGHT THAT DAY TO THE EARTH? AND THE ANSWER WILL BE
YOu. DURING THE MEXT FOUR YEARS I WILL BE NOT JUST YOUR
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- COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, BUT YOUR FRIEND. AND TOGETHER WE WILL
WORK TO SPIN THE GOSSAMER THREAD OF HUMAN DREAMS INTO A
STURDY FABRIC OF PEACE THAT WILL LAST FOR GENERATIONS TO
COME.

THANK You, GOD BLESS YOU, AND GOD BLESS AMERICA.

#i



[T |

. (Judge)
: January 30, 1989

- o 125 2:30 p.m.
X nxﬁﬁ?péa, i%l fﬁ;zi
PRESIDENTIAL MARKS: ON THE ATRCRAFT CARRIER U.S.S. AMERICA
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. 1It’s éreat to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country" -- the crew of the U.S.S. America.

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once sailed on.
They weren’t as big in those days. In fact, I think my ship
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as you, how much we owed to the men and
women at the shipyards. And from the day of Revolutionary era
sloops to the most modern supercarriers, no shipyard has written
a prouder chapter in the history of the United States Navy than
the Norfolk Naval Shipyard. All over the world, those who love |
the sea and the ships that sail on it know that Norfolk stands
for excellence. Norfolk is a national treasure -- and we’re
going to keep it that way.

My visit today is the final stop on what you might call an
inaugural tfip. *For the past several days I have been visiting
with the men and women who are my colleagues in service to our
nation -- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and
file civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most do a superb
job. But still you might say, with no disrespect for the others,
that I’ve saved for last those whose service demands the most --

and I mean you, the men and women who keep our ships and guard



our shores, the men and women who serve with the armed forces of
the United States of America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service that is compelled,.but service that is
given freely and openly, the service of the strong heart and the
questing soul.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speak about you, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here today set our Nation’s standard for service. And .
let me start right now by recognizing one of your own -- your
"Sailor of the Year" -- Aviation Ordinanceman 1st Class Joseph
Robinson. Joe was awarded this honor for two reasons. First for
"his contributions to the running of this ship. But Joe has also
been recognized for his contributions to his community where he
helped establish a Neighborhood Watch Program and devoted over
100 hours to its success. Joe, if you’ll come up here, I’d be
proud to shake your hand and present you with this letter of
commendation.

All of you keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom around
the world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize

you and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes,



wherever you go, you take America and all it represents with you)
and you do it with a pride and dedication that few have ever
matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a
few words, that’s more than a job -- that is service and more
" importantly, sacrifice.

When a soldier spends long hours on cold night’s sentry duty
at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in Berlin, he is
not just filling a job but is answering the call of service.

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one last time and makes double and triple sure that every
screw, eVery hose, every weld is as it should be -- that mechanic
is dedicating himself or herself not simply to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Around the world, others have seen and know what your
dedication to service means.

You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United
States. He spent a day on a carrier not unlike yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much .of the amazing weaponry and
machinery in our arsenal, and when he finally came to visit the
White House, he let it be known that he was impressed. And what
most impressed him was not our miraculous technology or

incredible firepower, but the enlisted men and women that he met



on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave our enlisted men
and women jobs that only officers would be permitted to handle in
his own military. He couldn’t believe the obvious dedication of
America’s enlisted men and women to their jobs, their knowledge
of the machinery they handled, and their readiness and ability to
answer questions. In short, he couldn’t believe your dedication
to service.

-I know you’ve heard it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and from
your children. But it goes for everyone across. the country, let
me say we’re all very,'very proud of you and of the job you’re
déing.

In the years ahead, I want to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the étandards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard
set.

I’ve been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
‘off all around it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
people in charge of buying and building cared as much about the
vessel as you do.

I believe tﬁat the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My message to them will be just this simple: Don’t think
it’s just anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter --

and remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And



if you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re
not ready to do business with the United States Government.

Let me give you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The first federal=dry dock ever built P//
for our Navy is still operating not far from here in this
shipyard. It was finished more than a century and a half ago.
The actual final cost was three times the original estimate.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standards in weapons procurement. You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are determined that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to expand the national
consensus for the budgets tﬁ;t support our Nation’s defenses. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national will. If our will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot‘sail -- or at least sail safely. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our national consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weaponé. And that’s what we intend to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a sacrifice -- and it is a

great and noble sacrifice. Think of all the good all those



sacrifices added up together have meant around the world in the
last few years.

When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it
will be the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom
throughout the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of
mankind’s age old aspirations. And on that day, who were the
heroes, generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of
fire across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. During the next four years I will be not
just your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we ~
will work to spin the gossamer thread of human drgams into a
sturdy fabric of peace that will last for generations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless Amgrica.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: AIRCRAFT CARRIER OFF NORFOLK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1989

Thank you. 1It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country," crew of the America.

And wasn’t it the [airwing designation] that taught Qadhafi
a lesson that he’ll never forget. —

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once sailed on.
They weren’t as big in those days. In fact, I think my boat
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as the crew and airwing of "the America"
know, how much we owed to the men and women at the shipyards.
And from the day of Revolutionary era sloops to the most modern

N M«/mud’.’
supercarriers, no shipyard has written a(?féf?%i)chapter in the
history of the United States Navy than the Norfolk Naval Ship
Yard. All over the world, those who know the sea and the ships
that sail on it know that Norfolk stands for excellence. Norfolk
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it that way.

My visit today is the final stop on what you might call an
inaugural trip. For the several days I have been visiting with
the men and women who are my colleagues in service to our nation

-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file



civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most do a superb job. But

still you might say, with no disrespect for the others, that I’ve

;7 saved thq/g;st for last -- and I mean you, the men and women who
\

keep our'ghiﬁg/and guard our shores, the men and women who serve
with the armed forces of the United States of America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service that is compelled, but service that is
given freely and openly, the service of the strong heart.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to-
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves. H (nsert Sacle ’/f@.}/m >

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speak about you, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here today set our Nation’s standard for service.

You keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom around the
world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize you
and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes, wherever
you go, you take America and all it represents with you and you
do it with a pride and dedication that few have ever matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job -- that is service.



When a Marine or soldier spends long houré on cold night’s
sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in
Berlin, he is not just filling a job but is answering the call of
service. | |

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one last time and makes double and triple sure that every
scréw, every hose, every weld is as it should be -- that mechanic
is dedicating himself or herself not simply to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the higheSt in the world.
| Around the world, others have seen and know what your
dedication to service means.

You may remembef that last year, the Soviet Uhion’s top
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United
States. He spent a day on a supercarrier—liké yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and hé visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much qf the amazing weaponry and
machinery in our arsenal, and when he finally came to visit the
. White House, I could see that he was impressed. But I soon
learned thaf what most impreséed him was not our miraculous
technology or incredible firepower, buf the eﬁlisted men and
women that he met on his tours. He couldn’t believe thaf we gave
ouf enlisted men and women jobs that only officers would be
permitted to handle in his own military.- He couldn’t believe the
obvious dedication of America’s ehlisted hen and women in their

jobs, their knowledge of the machinery they handled, and their



readiness and ability to answer questions. In short, he couldn’t
believe your dedication to service. |

I know you’ve heard it from your pérents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and
.children. But it goes for everyone across the country, let me
say wefre all very, very proud of you and of the job you’re
doing.

In the years ahead, I want to maké sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the standafds of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard .
set.

I've been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off all éroﬁnd it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
strain and‘creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
people in charge of buying and building cared as much.aboﬁt the
boat as you do. |

I believe that the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My message will be just this simple: Don’t think it’s just
anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter -= and
remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And if
you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re not
ready to do bgsiness with the United States Governmént.

Let me give you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The first dry dock ever built for our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It



was finished more than a century and a half ago. The actual
final cost was three times the original estimate.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standards in weapons procurement. You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are determined that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to expand the national
consensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defenses. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national will. If our will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot sail -- or at least sail safely. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our national consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we intend to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a sacrifice. It is a great
and noble sacrifice.

Think of all the good all those sacrifices added up together
have meant around the world in the last few years.

The slaughter of the Iran-Irag War has ended because America

had a strong Navy that it was ready to deploy.



Europe is nearing the milestone that will mark its longest
period of peace since the fall of the Roman Empire because
America has a strong Army.

And the Soviet Unién has begun to talk seriously about
strategic arms reductiohs, because-our4missi1e and bomber forces
are strong.

For humanity’s dreams of peace, families across America give
up their sons and daughters to the service of their'country.

When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it will be
the story of the final triumph of pe&ce and freedom thfoughout,
the globe -- the stdry of the sunrise in the day of mankind’s age
old aspirations. And on that day, who were the heroes,

" generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire
across the sky? Who brought that day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. In the next four years I will be not just
your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we:will 
work to spin the gossamer thread of human dreaﬁs into a sturdy
fabric of peace;that will last for generations to come. |

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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25 JAN 1985

From: Cemmanding-Qfficer, USS AMERICA (CV 66)
To: AQ! Joseph D. Robinson, USN, 212-70-0046

Subj: LETTER OF COMMENDATION

1. | take great pleasure in commending you for your sustained outstanding
performance which resulted in your selection as USS AMERICA '"SAILOR QF THE
YEAR" for 1988.

2. Your expertise in the aviation ordnance field has been instrumental in the
development of solid management practices and highly effective weapons move=
ment procedures. You have consistently demonstrated exemplary profession-
alism, uncommon initiative and sound judgement in the performance of your
duttes. During AMERICA's overhaul, when you were assigned the responsibil-
ities of G=1 Flight Deck Division Officer, you ensured the division's work
package was completed precisely and ahead of schedule. Additionally, you
personally orchestrated the proper installation of several SHIPALTS and
directed the successful rehabilitation of all assigned Divisional and Air Wing
spaces. Always seeking to make improvements, you coordinated with Naval
Weapens Station, Earle, NJ. for personnel training in VERTREP procedures,
which proved highly beneficial in the safe conduct of four major weapons
onleads. In the last eight months you methodically prepared the Flight Deck
Grdnance workcenter for the Explosive Safety Review and the Ordnance Handling
Safety Assist Inspection where no major discrepancies were noted in twenty-one.
spaces, S

3. In addition to your military duties, you have taken time to assist your
community by establlshing & Neighborhood Watch Program, unselfishly con-
tributing over 100 hours te its development and implementation. Such actions
are most commendahle, providing a valuable and necessary bond between your
community and the Navy.

h. You have served AMERICA admirably with your- uncompromising standards,
can-do spirit and always chearful attitude. As a member and isader jn
AHERICA's team, you can be justly proud of your many fine actomp hishments
and superb performance. Well Donel

—~—

N

Ch.aa
COONAN, JR.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: ON THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER U.S.S. AMERICA
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Thank you. It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
ships in the world, with a crew that knows the meaning of the
words "my ship, my country" —-pcrev of the U.S.S. Amefican

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once sailed on.
They weren’t as big in those days. In fact, I think my ship
éould have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as you, how much we owed to the men and
women at the shipyards. And from the day of Revolutionary era
sloops to the most modern supercarriers, no shipyard has written
a prouder chapter in the history of the United States Navy than
the Norfolk Naval Shipyard. All over the world, those who love
the sea and the ships that sail on it know that Norfolk stands
for excellence. Norfolk is a national treasure -- and we’re
going to keep it that way.

My visit today is the final stop on what you might call an
inaugural trip. For the past several days I have been visiting
with the men and women who are my colleagues in service to our
nation -- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and
file civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most do a superb
job. But still you might say, with no disrespect for the others,
that I‘ve saved for last those whose service demands the most --

and I mean you, the men and women who keep our ships and guard
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our shores, the men and women who serve with the armed forces of
the United States of America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about
service -- not service that is compelled, but service that is
given freely and openly, the service of the strong heart and the
questing soul.

I will speak about those who give their time and love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of
their lives to mercy for humanity.

Aﬁd I will speak about you, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here today set our Nation’s standard for service. And

let me start right now, an wask@SEmeone“whDMhe%p5mseEmthewpaceuen
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-- your "Sailor of the Year" for 1988, A0l Joseph Robinson.

All of you keep the peace on the frontiers of freedom around
the world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize
you and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes,
wherever you go, you take America and all it represents with'you
;nd you do it with a pride and dedication that few have ever
matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor

must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and come home to

find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

W



few words, that’s more than a job -- that is service and more
importantly, sacrifice.

When a soldier spends long hours on cold night’s sentry duty
at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in Berlin, he is
not just filling a job but is answering the call of service.

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one last time and makes double and triplg sure that every
screw, every hose, every weld is as it should be -- that mechanic
is dedicating himself or herself not simply to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Around the world, others have seen and know what your
dedication to service means.

You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United
States. He spent a day on a carrier not unlike yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations
across our Nation. He saw much of the amazing weaponry and
machinery in our arsenal, and when he finally came to visit the
White House, I let it be known that he was impressed. And what
most impressed him was not our miraculous technolégy or
incredible firepower, but the enlisted men and women that he met
on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave our enlisted men
and women jobs that only officers would be permitted to handle in
his own military. He couldn’t believe the obvious dedication of
America’s enlisted men and women to their jobs, their knowledge

of the machinery they handled, and their readiness and ability to



~answer questions. In short, he couldn’t believe your dedication
to service.

I know you’ve heard it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and from
your children. But it goes for everyone across the country, let
me say we’re all very, very proud of you and of the job you’re
doing.

In the years ahead, I want to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the standards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard
set.

I’ve been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off all around it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the
people in charge of buying and builging cared as much about the}){
vessel as you do.

I believe that the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My message to them will be just this simple: Don’t think
it’s just anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter --
and remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And
if you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re
not ready to do business with the United States Government.

Let me give you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns

o e Leginp
didn‘t start yesterday. The firstAdry dock ever bulltAfor our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It
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was finished moré than a century and a half ago. The actual
final cost was three times the original estimate.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standards in weapons procurement. You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are determined that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to expand the national
consensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defenses. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national will. If our will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot sail -- or at least sail safely. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our nétional consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we intend to ds.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a sacrifice -- and it is a
great and noble sacrifice. Think of all the good all those
sacrifices added up together have meant around the world in the
last few years.

When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it
will be the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom
throughout the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of

mankind’s age old aspirations. And on that day, who were the



heroes, generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of
fire_across the sky? Who brought thaf day to the earth? And the
answer will be you. During the next four years I will be not
just your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we
will work to spin the gossamer thread of human dreams into a
sturdy fabric of peace that will iaét for generations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.
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Thank you. It’s great to be here on one of the greatest
wi b,
ships in the world, =wsék a crew that knows the meaning of the
cenng e (V] .s.s .
words "my ship, my country’ﬁ‘crew of thepAmerica.

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is a special day
for me. I can’t help thinking of the carrier I once sailﬁd on.
They weren’t as big in those days. 1In fact, I think my
could have floated in the stew kettles down in your mess.

But we knew, just as‘tgz::aew—and—aéfwénq_os—ﬂthe’amerita&\
know, how much we owed to the men and women at the shipyarc‘s.

And from the day of Revolutionary era sloops to the most modern
supercarriers, no shipyard has written a prouder chapter in the
history of the United States Navy than the Norfolk Naval Shipvfu\)

*~deweé. All over the world, those who ﬁ:z:-the sea and the ships
that sail on it know that Norfolk stands for excellence. Norfolk
is a national treasure -- and we’re going to keep it that way.

My visit today is tEﬁffinal stop on what you might call an
inaugural trip. For theNseveral days I have been visiting with

the men and women who are my colleagues in service to our nation

-- from senior appointees in my Administration to rank and file
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Most are outstanding. Most do a superb job. But

still you might say, with no, disrespect for the others, that I’ve
Bose whose senvies dem, the wadSt

saved‘wm -- and I mean you, the men and women who

keep our ships and guard our shores, the men and women who serve

with the armed forces of the United States of America.

In the months ahead I will be talking a great deal about

service -- not service that is compelled, but service that is

given .freely and openly, the service of the strong heartauwd #.
1r“ I wf?i sﬁeak about those who give their time and love to
their communities, to help those who cannot fully help
themselves.

Long ago it was written that the quality of mercy is not
strained; and I will speak of those who dedicate a portion of

their lives to mercy for humanity.

And I will speak about you, for in a way that every American
knows, and every man, woman, and child in our land salutes, you
who stand here toSay set our Nation’s standard for service.

mk eep &: peace on the frontiers of freedom around the
world. And in every corner of the globe, millions recognize you
and the flag you carry as their symbol of hope. Yes, wherever
you go, you take America and all it represents with you and you
do it with a pride and dedication that few have ever matched.

I know some say that it’s just a job. But when a sailor
must put to sea for 6 months or more at a time, and come home to
find that the child who could barely crawl, can walk and say a

few words, that’s more than a job -- that is servicg) AAAJJ L X ) Ty

M?J-JL,’ sa.wfe.c,
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Wé;;:)iauanine—ei-soldier spends long hours on cold night’s

sentry duty at the D.M.Z. in Korea or at Checkpoint Charlie in
Berlin, he is not just filling a job but is answering the call of
service.

And the mechanic who inspects the plane engine or ship power
plant one last time and makes double and triple sure that every
screw, every hose, every weld is as it should be -- that mechanic
is dedicating himself or herself not simply to a job but to a
concept of service to country that is the highest in the world.

Around the world, others have seen and know what your
dedication to service means.

You may remember that last year, the Soviet Union’s top
military man at the time, Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United

nal o
States. He spent a day on a-supevrcarrierNike yours, as it went
through exercises in these waters, and he visited installations

across our Nation. He saw much of the amazing weaponry and

machinery in our arsenal, and when he finally came‘:g visit the

White House, ® 1 that he was impressed."sBut=l.SQ0n
R be knoymal .
~Tearmed=that what most impressed him was not our miraculous
technology or incredible firepower, but the enlisted men and
women that he met on his tours. He couldn’t believe that we gave
our enlisted men and women jobs that only officers would be
permitted to handle in his own military. He couldn’t believe the

obvious dedication of America’s enlisted men and women Mg their

jobs, their knowledge of the machinery they handled, and their



readiness and ability to answer questions. In short, he couldn’t
believe your dedication to service.

I know you’ve heard it from your parents. Those of you who
are married have heard it from your husbands or wives and %wvszyhd\.
children. But it goes for everyone across the country, let me
say we’re all very, very proud of you and of the job you’re
doing.

In the years ahead, I want to make sure that those who build
our ships, planes, and weapons live up to the standards of
service, dedication, and duty that this crew and this shipyard
set.

I’ve been inside a submarine while depth charges were going
off all around it. I know what it’s like to hear the steel
strain and creak and the rivets pop and to pray to God that the

eople in charge of buying and building cared as much about the VL¢4¢§Z
h as you do.

I believe that the overwhelming majority of procurement
officers and defense contractors do care that much. I am
determined to make sure that every single one of them does.

My messagefAwill be just this simple: Don’t think it’s just
anyone out there. Think it’s your son or daughter -- and
remember that their lives depend on the things you make. And if
you’re not ready to care that much and work that hard, you’re not
ready to do business with the United States Government.

Let me give you an example -- cost overruns. Overruns
didn’t start yesterday. The firsﬁkdry dock ever built for our

Navy is still operating not far from here in this shipyard. It



was finished more than a century and a half ago. The actual
final cost was three times the original estimate.

But even if overruns are not new, they are still wrong --
and hurt the national security, particularly when budgets are
tight. We want tighter controls and higher standards in weapons
procurement, and we will get tighter controls and higher
standards in weapons procurement. You deserve the very best
equipment and weapons. You are getting them most of the time
now. We are determined that you will get them all of the time.

One other thing. I am determined to expand the national
consensus for the budgets that support our Nation’s defenses. I
will do this because the first bulwark of our national defense is
our national will. If our will is ruptured, our ship of state
cannot sail -- or at least sail safely. I firmly believe that
the vital first step to broadening our national consensus on
defense is to wring the last drop of waste and mismanagement out
of the way we buy our weapons. And that’s what we intend to do.

It’s what you might call my bond to you. When a family
sends a son or husband to sea or to boot camp or to flight school
to defend our nation, they are making a sacriEiié,)(ig'is a great

and noble sacrifice. f::::>

S———  Think of all the good all those sacrifices added up together

have meant around the world in the last few years.

T slaughter Qi\EEf\izan-Ir wWar hsg\%ﬂffd bézzhii‘ihg<:ca
had a strong Navy that it s ready to deploy.
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And the
stkategic arms

are gtrong.

';:§F>When the record of our time is finally written, I hope it will be
the story of the final triumph of peace and freedom throughout
the globe -- the story of the sunrise in the day of mankind’s age
old aspirations. And on that day, who were the heroes,
generations to come will ask? Who drove the chariots of fire
across the sky? Who br9ught that day to the earth? And the

. D : .
answer will be you. he next four years I will be not just
your commander-in-chief, but your friend. And together we will
work to spin the gossamer thread of human dreams into a sturdy
fabric of peace that will last for generations to come.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.



