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August 14, 1990
WHAT THE DEMOCRATS HAVE DONE TO DISMANTLE OUR NATIONAL SECURITY:

-Throughout the last decade, the Democratic Congress has
repeatedly tried to kill the:

1. MX

2. Midgetman

3. B=2 ‘

4. SDI (25% cuts every year)

-Specifically re. FY '91, the House Armed Services Committee
recently voted to:

1. Cut over $24 billion from the Presidents Defense budget
for FY '91.

2. Kill the MX and Midgetman

3. Kill the B-2 ("stealth") bomber -

4. Reduce SDI budget from President's request of $4.6
billion to $2.9 billion (a cut of $1.7 billion)

-Meanwhile, the Senate has already:

1. Voted to cut SDI to $3.6 billion, and to effectively kill
the "brilliant pebbles" program with an allotment of $129
million.

2. Approved the Bingaman/Shelby Amendment which would place
11 line items in the SDI budget, and effectively eliminate the
President's ability to ever deploy SDI.

-KEY POINTS HERE:

1. The President is committed to SDI, and his choice of
Henry Cooper to head SDI has been widely praised in the defense
community as a signal of his commitment.

2. The President is working towards an historic START treaty
with the Soviets, a treaty which assumes the future development
of MX, Midgetman, B-2, and SDI. These reckless Democratic cuts
will render a START treaty useless, and even harmful to our
security interests. For example,

- the Soviets would have two mobile missile programs (as per
the treaty) and we would have NONE.

-the Start treaty favors strategic bombers, but B-2 is our
strategic bomber.

—~CONCLUSION: THE DEMOCRATS HAVEN'T CHANGED. THEY STILL WANT
RECKLESS DEFENSE CUTS, THEY STILL WANT TO SACRIFICE THE NATIONAL
SECURITY OF THE UNITED STATES. WE SAID NO BEFORE, AND WE'LL SAY
NO AGAIN. PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH BROUGHT AN END TO THE COLD WAR,
AND FREEDOM TO NICARAGUA AND PANAMA. NOW IS THE TIME TO
CAPITALIZE ON HARD EARNED FREEDOM. THE ISSUE WAS NOT THE COLD
WAR; THE ISSUE WAS, AND STILL IS, OUR NATIONAL SECURITY.




A N A REMARKABLY short tittie; Géorge e Bush'ha as
‘ been transformed in the public. eye from*a com-j .
mandmg leader into. a: shadowy figure .operating
_'behind forceful aides. Is:Bush-a man:-who.dgesn’s
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1 e, knoWn,\ar'ltj,I’ve
¢ known him a long "time,” said Sen.  Daniel- Patrick -
'w Moynihan (D-N.Y.), ‘who keeps.a: pictyre;of Bushsand
- himself on his desk’and tutored Biish, on-world. affairs
when he became ‘United Nations ambassador in 1971,
e :absence in the debate, there-is develop- ¢
mg at the thte House; and in the Republican Party, an
i 'authontanan ‘culture “meant; ito., hide him' away,}said
: Moymhan.""l‘hls authontaqan culture doesn’t’allowafor
.Mllstenmg to-other. people s arguments because~ Ty
"+ one who asks a question, and makes a proposal
and ‘they have no patience with fools,”:
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that-when he went'to see the: pre31dent recent
cnvxl-nghts bill he could “see’in his’ eyes__?tha he F
§training with the situation and" also withi:the' situati
in the Middle East and the problemucwt t‘e',i glgetm
he doesn’t. have the time to speqq any 1ssqe_,4-apd he
is' relymg heawly on his axdes : ity ﬁ;ﬁ
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as. Ronald Reagan's v1ce ‘x; “a 3 pre=,
. ‘_ferred foreign policy to; the , do
: polxcy'and partlsgn polltlcs.

- "My sense’is that he maniaged:
any posmon for} elght years’ nt]s
...don’t see whatshappemng nowg_a an r ear th h,gtt"' g
(development,” said Phillips. ¥He'did'¢ conyey' strength for:
theé first four, five or six weeks i Saudi’ Arabja but i

s not on top of the Middle- ast’ situation’

th all that is going-on, the poor 1y: 1
yo-yo and it shows ., " . His ongoing’ w
now ~surfacmg in- dxfferent Ways but 3
time,”™ - ¥
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opmlon ‘of - Whlte House polltlcal"dlrectop Ed Roge i
the/president;: remaxns iy dlsclplmed, resxhent"polltlcal'
 figtire; The smart ‘money will'sta W1th George Bush
“If the, Democratlc strategy b

i «, know:what he stands for; a man.who is.unwilling:to, fel ~ 3 o
-ithe'public what he stands for; or.a man who.can’t- keel_: T D
his:staff under, control? -One unattractive pgesnb;hty is &Y
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.~ taxes and they think it’s good to boast that
. they launched a failed attempt to inject quo-

- tas and affirmative action into the American’
-workplace, then I think they will have a -

_ harder time in the November elections than

-

. they are counting on,” said Rogers.

S till, Bush did not look very confident

when ‘he lashed out last week at Ed
Rollins, co-chairman of the National

" Republican Congressional Committee, who

“had counseled Republican candidates to dis- -
* tance themselves from the president. True, -
_the current bunker mentality at the White -
* House comes with Bush still very much a pop-
- ular president, witb a job approval rating of 56
* percent. But his approval rating has fallen 19
& points in the last month, at a particularly bad -

*, moment for GOP candidates for House and
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Senate seats looking for a boost from their
party leader.

“Two months ago I thought we’d gain four
or five seats, and that would have been unbe-

lievable,” said House Republican Whip Newt ..
Gingrich (Ga.), who has led House Republicans

in opposition to Bush’s retreat from his no-
new-taxes pledge. “Now with all that’s gone on
at the White House we are going to lose some
seats . . . . [Bush] was so popular and now—

+- what we’ve got is an opportunity lost. It'snota
! hemorrhage, but we're hurt. The president’s

lack of leadership—I should say we, let me

. emphasize the we—we have given the Dem-
' ocrats-and every one of their candidates issues
* to run on and we have not countered.”

Nor has the president dared to reproach

members of his party, such as Gingrich, who
* have fought his efforts to negotiate a budget
- package at every step.
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i
i
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The Politics of Confusion

~ Ina series of critical tests since mid-August,
when his approval rating was near 80 percent,

_Bush has failed to demonstrate that he is even

sure of his own policies, much less to build a

_convincing case in their support:

w The Middle East: Bush has yet to respond to
charges that he has deployed American troops
in the Persian Gulf on a blood-for-oil basis.
When Bush told demonstrators at an lowa
campaign stop that U.S. soldiers were there to
stand up to Iraqi aggression; Minority Leader
Robert Dole, responded on thie Senate floor-
that the reason for the American presence is

spelled O-I-L. Public acceptance of Bush’s Gulf

policy is steadily sagging with a 14-point drop

- (to 64 percent in October, according to the
‘latest Washington Post-ABC poll) and some

observers in his own party worry that the
president will feel forced to initiate combat to

- prevent further-erosion of his support at home

as well as abroad. :
m The economy. A record-high 58 percent of

*-Americans don’t approve of Bush’s handling of
the economy, up 17 points in the last month, .

by insisting on a big capital-gains tax cut, Bush
cut a deal last week in which his party’s prin-
cipal victory was avoiding a surtax on maillion-
aires. The White House’s hand-wringing over
protecting the very, very rich has made “tax
fairness” an issue for Democratic candidates to

. use against Republicans. And the president has

Bush and his aides continue to argue that the ~

economy is not in a recession, but 77 percent
of the public believes the economy is worsen-
ing, a perception fueled by the president’s pro-
longed inability to produce a budget deal. -

w Budget negotiations: “We screwed it up in
every possible, conceivable way so we can get

bashed by the Democrats for not getting a deal

before and now for getting a deal,” said Mary
Matalin, chief of staff of the Republican Na-
tional Committee. “We underestimated the
demagoguery of the Democratic Party,” said
HUD Secretary Jack Kemp. “The White
House underestimated the short-term appeal
of just gross class envy.”

After delaying any deal for more than a year

been left making the awkward case to the pub-"

lic that the budget package deserves its sup-
port—even though Democrats are to blame
for its contents. : i

_m Civil rights: After advérﬁsing'himsglf‘;és, a
friend to black America and winning a 74-per-

cent approval rating from blacks at the start of
the year, Bush’s rating sank to 37 percent—
and that was before he vetoed the 1990 Civil
Rights Act. Bush left negotiations on the bill te
a phalanx of aides who dickered acrimoniously

over language details long after most observ-_
ers concluded that White House concerns had-

been adequately addressed through a series of

- compromises by the bill's'advocates: Instead of
approaching the public on the larger point of
support for racial harmony, Bush has fed racial
anxieties. And by describing the act as a “quota
bill” he has made quotas a divisive political is-
sue for the next two years.

he civil-rights debate—in which Bush
won a nominal victory in Congress’s gin-
gle-vote failure to override his vetor-is
worth examining in greater detail as a prime
example of what ails the Bush presidency. Asin

 the budget deal there are three ways of reading

the situation: Hamhanded dealings by under-
lings; confusion of presidential purpose; or obn-
- flict between what the president told the public
hé was committed to in principle and what jhe

_ really wanted—a red-meat slogan for the f,ar-

right wing of the party to take into the electiofs.
“] don’t think [Bush] ever intended to sign the
Kill” said Vernon Jordan, a Washington lawyer
and former head of the Urban League. “They
decided it was too good a political issue . ...
‘Quotas’ will be for the 1992 race what Willie
Horton was for the ’88 race.” :

.1989

Bush could have chanced a pocket veto of the .
bill, hoping that Congress would adjourn within -

10 days of its passage, but chose instead to kill it
in dramatic, blood-sport style and stare down a
possible override vote. White House sources

point to polling data showing strong public op--

position to quotas as support for White House
Cliief of Staff John Sununu’s conviction that the

veto can be sold as the justifiable defeat of a-
.quota bill rather than the disreputable rejectio

of a civik-rights advance. -
Opponents argue that the bill would still make

it too easy for plaintiffs to attack employee-

screening procedures that resulted in dispropor-
tionately few minority hires. And, they say, con-
gressional bargainers, not the White House,

- weré the ones less interested in substance than

partisan advantage. . - o

_George Mannina, ‘legal counse] to Wards
Cove, a packing company that won one of the
act would have reversed, argues that “the ‘pro-
ponents of the Kennedy-Hawkins bill were not
interested in restoring Griggs—otherwise they
would have used actual Griggs's language.”
Griggs was the 1971 Supreme Court decision

that, prior to the Wards Cove ruling, allowed

lawsuits based on statistical disparities between

. the composition of a company’s work force and

the pool of qualified workers. ,

But proponents of the final measure, such as
William Coleraan, note that while there- was
much litigatior: during the 18 years when the
Griggs decision was in force, employers were
not driven to quota systems and that amend-
ments to the bill directly addressed the admin-
istration’s concerns.

Coleman, who tried to engineer a civil-rights
agreement, said the president apologized for not

understanding the bill, explaining that “I'm not a .

Jawyer” and asking him to work out a compro-
mise with White House Counsel C. Boyden
Gray. Coleman felt that while the president gen-
uinely appeared to want to sign a bill, Gray was
so uninterested in working out a deal that he

Supreme Court decisions that the 1990 -

refused to write down the options they dis-
cussed. . .
Finally, Coleman went back to Bush.
“Sitting with the president, Sununu, Griy and
[Attorney General Richard] Thomburgh;and
arguing for understanding with respect to blacks

" and also women, I said: ‘Look around this room.

This is what I mean by disparate impact.”There
are no women in the room and no decisiof“mak-
ers here of color. I'm here as an advocate.” -
“The penultimate was when the White House
sent back memorandum and had the customer-
preference provision still in it. That was shock-
ing,” said.Coleman. The’ customer-preference
provision, introduced into the bargaining-only in
September by White House aides, essentially

. allowed employers to defend their failure to hire
- women and minorities by claiming their clients

or communities would feel incomfortable deal-
ing with them. The provision, which the White
House now disowns, was widely regarded as an
extraordinary reversal of civil rights progress.

1l of this adds to the public and political

confusion that is. undermining both

Bush’s personal popularity and his party’s
electoral prospects—to the delight of Demo-
cratic National Committee Chairman Ron
Brown. “Bush’s popularity is based on his ability
to come across as a nice guy,” Brown said. “He
lets his aides play bad cop to his good cop, but
that game is falling down fast. It is almost like
he would like to be kinder and gentler but he
can't because he'is totally beholden to right-
wing ideologues.”

But the right wing of the president’s party
thinks Bush’s problems stem from the fact that
he isn’t beholden enough. Says Gingrich, “We.
are in the middle of one big disagreement and

"dissent is painful for everyone on the team. But

in the longrun we are one team.... of
course, I damn well wish things hadn’t happened
this way but you've got to look at the longer
questions. To use a Civil War analogy, this is
Ball's Bluff, not First Manassas. This is a skir-
mish, not a major battie.”
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 Quayle Challenges RNC to T

Blame

Hill Democrats for Any Taxn Increase

By Gwen Ifill

" Washington Post Staff Writer

CHICAGO, July 13—Vice Pres--

ident Quayle rallied his party’s most

loyal troops. today, challengmg‘-

members of the Republican Nation-
al Committee who stood behind
Bush’s
pledge in. 1988 to place the blame
for prospective tax increases on the
Democratic-controlled Congress.
“The president has acted respon-
sibly,” Quayle said. “He has taken.

the first step in calling for a budget ..

summit. He has gone the extra milé

no-néw-taxes '

-

in announcing his wxllmgness_to :

consider tax revenue mcreases.-

Now it is time for some, actlon ‘from -

the Democratlc leéadership. in Con-
gress.” g :

Quayle’s remarks were part of a
White House-coordinated: strategy

* to start shifting blame for some of .

the Bush administration’s biggest
headaches to cqngressxonal Dem-
ocrats,

. On Thursday, presidential’ poll- -.
ster Robert M, Teeter sounded.a
-similar theme, telling committee
. members. Bush- has not reversed |}
himself on taxes but is s1mply ad- - | B8

'dressmg pohtlcal reality.”=; 5. .,

"“The reahty is you cannot pass.:
anything in- government without
agreement of the Democrats in
Congress; they control both
houses,” Teeter said. “That does
not mean he has changed his mind.
He hds put the ball deep mto the
Democrats temtory o ‘ :

It is now up to the Democrats,
Republicans have said here, to pro-
‘pose: spending cuts that will limit
the need for a tax increase and ap-
prove other Bush-favored propos-
‘als, such as the capital gains tax
reduction that Congress has re-
jected,

“Today, I call on congressxonal
Demaocrats to come forth with their
proposed spending cuts,” Quayle
said. “Their silence on this issue, as
usual, is deafening,” .

In Washmgton, congressional ne-
gotlators have® continued to meet
privately with White House budget
officials on Capitol Hill. No specific

“tax proposals, however, have been.

agreed upon. .

To symbolize Repubhcans deter-
mination to slash spending in order
to reduce the federal budget deficit,
House Minority Leader Robert H.

Michel (Ill.) wielded a chainsaw as_ :

he emerged from a strategy session

.in Washington with Treasury Sec- =

retary Nicholas F. Brady, Office of
Management and Budget Director

Richard G. Darman and GOP nego- |!

' defined,” Thompson $aid; -~

AT el e T

T P i L e

The closing of- the Repubhcan
ranks ;around Bush .on.tax matters
today” exténded -to Illinois: Go
James R, Thompson (R), whose as-
sessment of BuSh’s tax predicament -
differed in one key aspect from the
White House s version, :

While Teeter, Quayle and Repub--
lican Congressional ‘Campaign Com
mittee¢ Chairman Edward J Rdllms
have said that talk of tax increases™

does not represent a reversal for, ;

Bush, Thompson said it does, -. -

“It is clear beyond any doubt R
me that the presndent’s posrtlon o
the 1988 campaign uras\deeply hel
deeply believed and. dramatlcall

“If we canpot elect men -ari wo

Republican officials here said - men to.serve us who have the-cour-..

age to ¢hange even deeply held: be- -
liefs ... . then our country will never.
be served by the ‘institution that. -
binds us all together—politics—or, "
the party that binds us-——the Repub-
lican Party S " :

tiators. The idea was for Michel to (] i}

use the apparatus to shred a paper |.

labeled ‘spendmg” that sheathed its
blade, But in what one lobbyist sug-
gested “may have been a symbolic

failure,” the paper sheath - just
danced an the hlada

Pheto Caopy Precorys

Comparmg Bush’s d;cnsnon to
‘di_ scuss tax increases to “Abraham
: ~mcolns decnsron ‘to.- free the

‘slaves, Thompson called the federal

 budget deficit 2 “monstrous and im-

" moral”, problem that Bush must re-

solve. P
Quayle also used his speech here
to. bash*a' favorite . GOP -target—

,New York’ Gov; Mario .M. Cuomo
B (D), consrdered a hkely presxdentral

candidate, ..

After New Jersey Gov Jlm Florio
(D) raised. taxes. this year, Quayle
uomo, “said-it was so good
thatv;t e governor: of New Jersey
should "onsxder runmng for pres-

Ih_. n'.asxde from his prepared re- .
marks, Quayle added: “Of course,
“- the prmcrpal qualification for any
Democratxc candrdate is a desire to
‘raisg taxes.” .

Sta,rf wnter]ohn E. Yang in
. Washington contrzbuted to this

~febort
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Republican Party St_rugglééf

ToFindﬂConsensus for *90s

i

e

GOP, From Al

Jzing lines in the sand. “Texans like
.$9,put some barbecue sauce on their
1politics,” said Chris Hennick, a GOP
ssouthern operative;

a't.The Texas GOP platform minces -

#0-words on the subjéect of ‘sexual

weonduct: “The practice of sodomy

<leads to the breakdown of the fam-

~adlyunit and spread of the deadly

disease AIDS: The Republican Par-
% of Texas calls upon federal, state

“afid local governments to'enforce-all _

'JLE(WS with respect to homdsexual

,conduct,” - - ‘

-y

‘GOP “believes that the ‘unborn-child
has a fundamental individual right

9. life" which cannot be infringed
;apon except for when the. mother’s -

Jhysical life is in danger.” The plat-
Iorm statement contained no ex-
.emptions for abortions in the case
sol.rape or incest,

na-The sharply contfasting ideolog-.

ical thrust of the RNC meeting here
«and the Texas GOP convention re-
stlecteéd ‘the : growing divergence
within the party between the goals
‘of the presidential wing and those of
“politicians and strategists involved
“tir the battle for lower offices, from
*theé House to City Council seats,

* That divergenceis. most acute in
‘the South; In‘Texas, for example,
~ ’Qg: presidential wing of the Repiib-
ican Party is secure after three

Uy

Lconsecutive victories by GOP can-

“didates Bush and Ronald Reagan,

But this realignment on. the pres-
-ddgntial election level has not been

Xrdnslated into Republican power in .
ihe battles to :control the. Texas.
‘House delegation and the state leg-

"islature, both of which remain dom-
inated by the Democrats, o

+cAs a result; Texas Republicans
rhoping to chop away at these re-
-maining bastions.. of Democratic
«strength are far less interested in
Afiﬂding ways to reach accommoda-
cited by Teeter than they are in
using  capital punishment, gay
rights, prison policy and other “red
meat” issues to draw- a sharp ideo-
logical line between the two parties,

- such as Edward J. Rollins, co-chair-
- man of the National Republican

Congressional ‘Committee, and
House Minority Whip Newt Gin-
grich (R-Ga.) are struggling to ex-

- pand the number of GOP voters in

contests for lower offices in mod-
crate to conservative House dis-
tricts that have been easily carried
by Republican presidential candi-
dates,

because he doesn’t have to push all
those voters over into the Repub-

. lican column—for him, they are
. already there,” said one Republican

strategist. “We do, and sometimes
you have to use a little dynamite.”

- In the case of abortion, the Texas ;

"ton with a. growing social activism -

Rollins said there are “substantial
differences” between his goals as
head of the organization charged
with electing GOP House candi-
dates and the goals of the admin-

. Istration. Rolling described himself
" as engaged in.a war, adding ‘that

glties.’f ‘L

bers, a critical partisan dividing

gne .
has been taxes. Without dire tly -
criticizing Bush’s abandonment’ of

his “no new'taxes” pledge, freshman
Rep.: Dana  Rohrabacher (R-Calif.)
contended that the key swing voter

are going to keep those young vot:
ers, they have to know that the Re-
publicans are™going to give them

higher take home pay and less

taxes, If we losé that, I don’t see

how we can make it, Taxation is a .

defining issue.” K
Rep. Vin Weber (R-Minn.), a key
architect of conservative strategy,

said that Bush’s tax decision may
“ prove to be correct public policy but -

that from the political'vantage point

of House Republicans it was-wrong,:

“The issue of taxes is important
to us” he said. “We do not get credit
for macro-management: of the
economy, , . , We need some. issues

- to separate ourselves from. the

Democrats. What is good for the : .

president ‘may well be good for the
country, but it is not necessarily
good for congressional Republicans.
We need wedge issues to beat in-
cumbent Democrats,” -

A Rep_ublican strategist closely

countered that the electorate in'the
* 1990s is no longer seeking black
and white answers as many voters

" did in the 1980s, The problem fac-
ing Republicans now, the strategist
said,” is no longer “defending B-1 .

~bombers versus day care,” but find-
ing a way to structure the débate on
day care to pit a Republican vouch-

-+ €r or tax-based proposal against a
Democratic grant program for gov-
ernment-run centers, .

A number of Democrats. are
seeking to capitalize on what they
see as a growing conflict of interest
between the administration and
House Republicans. . ’

“I think the principal problem of
House Republicans is that their own
White House seems to have discov-

ered their irrelevance to the pro- .

cess. ... [they] have neither the
numbers nor the influence to “deliy-
er on his program,” said Rep: Rob-
ert G Torricelli (D-N.J.). “House

) ... Republicans are something for the
“Bush can be kinder and gentler:

president to work-around, and not
through.”

Torricelli indicated he agreed
with Teeter’s thesis of revived so-
cial activism and a changed domes-
tic agenda but he argued that Re-
publicans will have an uphill battle

. “there are going to be some casyt- . .

Among iany: GOP House mem-

is a young person who, on entering

the work force, “experienced: pay- -
. check sticker shock when they saw . -

how little was left after taxes. If we .

REP. NEWT GINGRICH
' ++« Democrats’ confidence misplaced

in dealing with this agenda. “During
. the worst of the'Cold War and the
height . of % concern ‘over federal
spending, the Democrats never es-
tablished credibility, no matter how
~ similar our language was to Repub-
. licans” on defense and spending is-
sues, ‘Torricelli said, “Republicans
now face the converse of that di-
lemma.”
i:Repu;Charles, E. Schumer (D-
‘N.Y.) contended: that “the .contem-
porary Republican Party is “becom-
ing like the Democrats were in the
- 1980s, looking for a place to g0,
* Wwithout a consensus,” .
In his' presentation to the RNC

" “:meeting here,, Teeter contended

- that despite- the seeming liberal tilt
.of growing social activism and con-
.cern-about. domestic problems, tra-

- . ditional Democratic "approaches
.. have ‘been discredited_among the
tied to the party’s presidential wing -

voters. Voters are now prepared to
. deal with'an-activist domestic agen-
.. da driven by principles of “the mar-
ket economy, lower. taxes and less
. Tegulations,” Teeter . said, More-
-over, voters have “little or no faith
that the federal government is ca-
pable of solving these- problems,” he
added, .

Gingrich argued in an interview

that growing Democratic confi-
dence in the vulnerability -of the
GOP.is misplaced.
- “Look, right now the most fa-
mous ‘Democratic mayor. is [Wash-
ington| ‘Mayor Marion Barry,” he
said. “The most famous Democratic
congressman, [Rep.] Barney Frank
[D-Mass.]. And the most famous
Democratic presidential candidate
is Jesse Jackson. This'is not a party
that is competing with us on a na-
tional setting.”

Torricelli countered that the
1980s was a decade of Republican
failure “to get majority party status.
With the advantage of presidential
landslides, ideological support from
the electorate and an enormous fi-
nancial advantage, they ultimately
failed” ... - . :

Now; Torricelli argued, “the
agenda is changing too quickly for
them to catch up.”




Bush Pursues High-Risk Strategy: for Reelﬁ&tlon

thle Stressing Partzes’Dzﬁ”erences, President Counts on Bud ofet Deal With

By Dan Balz

Washington Poxt Stalf Writer

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine, July 28—As he
campaigns around the country this summer,
President Bush. delights in pointing out the dif-
ferences between Repubhcans and Democrats.
But back in Washington, he is betting that by
blurring those distinctions, he can assure his re-
election in 1992, . !

Itisa hrgh-rrsk strategy, made even more 's0
by the latest government flgures showlng th1t
the economy is close to recession.
Bush is counting on his ability to ne- ANALYSIS :
gotiate a deal with Democrats to [
reduce the federal deficit, an action he and his-
advisers believe will give the economy-—and his
reelection prospects—a significant boost.

The consequences of failure are great. Key
Bush advisers say the most serious threat to his
reelection is not the abandonment of his “no new .
taxes” pledge but rather an economic downturn.
They also believe that without a credible budget
deal, the odds of a downturn are far greater,

“There’s no bigger component to healthy pol-
itics than a healthy economy,” a White House
official said this week.

But in seeking the budget deal with Congress,
Bush has repeatedly raised the stakes for him-
self,-while undermining the partisan advantages
his party has enjoyed for nearly a decade.

The percentage of people who 'say the deficit
is the country’s most serious problem has grown
from 6 percent in April to 21 percent in July,
according to a new Gallup Poll, puttmg the def-
icit ahead of drugs and all other rssues in the
public’s mind. >

Administration officials say the presxdent rs
responsible for heightening public concern. “It’s
been necessary-for him to highlight  the prob- "
lem,” one official said, “Otherwise you -wouldr:
never get a solution.”

At the same time, Bush and the Repub]lcans
have suffered from his decision to abandoft his. -
no-tax pledge. A new Washington Post-ABC
News Poll showed that the Republicans niow en-
joy only a modest advantage over Deniacrats:on’
the question of which party will do a-better JOb
holding down takes™And irosiically, a higher per-
centage of Democrats than Republicans disap-
nroves of Bush’s decision to jettison the cam-

i

paign pledge, suggesting that while conservatlve .

Republican politicians have complained the loud-

est about the tax issuc, the political cost to Bush .

may be among those voters he has been working
to attract to the party.

Bush and his advisers are betting that the public
will reward them politically for good government.

The budget talks are only one element of that
overall stmegy

Bush'’s nomination. of federal appeals court
* Judge David H. Souter to the Supreme Coutt'is

another ‘Secking to aveid a costly confirmation .,
fight oVer the abortion issue, Bush choge a'nom- "

inee who, while conservative, is not a polanzmg
figure politically. Eventually, there could be a
polmml backlash, especially if Souter has'to de-
cide ari abortion case before the 1992 election.

emocrats

5

le'we byll grves Democrats fhe opportumty to

. maké inroads’ on 'family issps. His threats to_

veta the civil rights bill undefnine efforts by the
party to reach out to black vters, and the latest
Post-ABC poll showed that.)is approval rating

. among blacks had slipped shrply,-with almost

iorm'mce.
" The president’s stump.meshge centers on the

three in five blacks now dxsa(grovmg of his per-
fuzzy issue of “empowerment, The theme—giv-

«» ing people power over decisios on education or

But initially, even Demacrats expressed private '

admiration for Bush’s ability to avoid allrestorm
over the court.

Still, this good-government strategy has
blunted Bush’s partisanship on the campmgn
trail. The president has no rhetorical call to arms
wrth which to rally his Republican audiences, no
Reaganesque flourishes, no metnphors of the
. fight between good and evil,

Befitting his government style, his is a plainer,
stmpler political message, the essence of which’

is, yes, folks, there really are differences be-
tween Republicans and .Democrats, His sales-

anshlp, however, 'sounds tentative. “There are
" clear differences between the parties,” he said.
“And when'the voters underst'rnd those differ-
ences, I think our side wins.”

But they are not the sharp differences-upon-

which Ronald Reagan campaigned so effectrvely.

.“More than the tax issue has been diminished, -
“The communist threat has been buried under the .

_upheaval of democracy in Eastern Europe,.The

“"social issues—particularly abortion—have been

muted by Republican National Committee Chair-

acbommodates diversity on sensitive issues.
. The savings and loan scandal has given gov-

kemment deregulation a bad name, and even the
“bxg spérider” label Republicans enjoy pinning on

* the Democrats—a sort of attack of first and last
resort—has been blunted by a desire for bipar-
tisan comity among the budget negotiators.
Where Bush has drawn the line, there are po-
litical consequences. His veto of the parental

an

p"“.ﬁv"'a
b C0

man Lee. Atwater’s call for a big-tent party that. .

v I3 Precorveiion

child care—is a variation of th attack on Dem-
ocrats as the party of big goyrnment, But be-

cause Bush's strategists believithere is growing |,

pubhc ‘demand for government} attention to do-
mestjc problems, Bush can nqlonger cast the
jssue as a choice between govinment activism
and getting the government of{he backs of the
people,

~All of this makes the outcom of the budget
talks crucial to the administratin, But despite
efforts to raise the stakes on thitalks—first by
callmg the talks, then by agreeinito include new
taxes in the eventual deal, then bwarning of the

+ economic’ consequences of acrosshe-board cuts
. of as much as $100 billion, and latly by the pres-

ident’s - participation in morning;essions with

._Democrdtrc congressional leaderi~the negoti-

ations continue to Janguish,,
“What more can we be doing?a fruStrated

_administration official said, . .-':"",

" Republican pohtxcal ‘operatives se a warning

“sign for Bush in the current, rou‘ldof polls that

show public uneasiness over the grction of the

- country, and a dip in the presidit’s approval

ratings; “Americans are really frstrated right
now,” one. Republican- pollster sai¢“They don't
sense anys ~direction. ’l‘hey see th country as

-rudderless,”
- .- So far, not much of this has nick] Bush per-

sonally. But it could, especially if le economy
continues to weaken, the pollster sai

But key advisers to Bush remain cifident the
president will emerge victorious fromhe budget
talks, argumg that the problem is § big that-
both sides in the .negotiations will ventually
come togeéther. .

“But there s an obstacle course ahea a cou-
ple of moats and some wild animals in Q way,”’
one strategist said. “It’s going_to get tqgh be-
fore it gets done.”
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pat it ne bluntly, t's tlme to tax our
. kids.

" Spend time any afternoon at Tysons
* Corner or White Flint or the other teen-
" "heaven malls. Who's flashing the big cash?
- Not Mom and Dad; they're counting pen-
- * nies to pay the groceries. It's all the young
Donnies and Maries, debating the merits of

 this sneaker or that beach trip. '

" Steve Bales is ¢ Washington Post reporter.

[

. sge

taxed a dollar and the procecus ..owu oo
driver education,

And we can't avoid taxing toys. If a 5-
year-old has enough dough for G.I Joe, he |
can also help support the police department,

We also should give governments broad
powers to impose stiff temporary taxes on
certain “fad” toys. Why not jump on the
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles gravy train
before these hot-selling characters become
shells of their former selves? '

Nintendo games offer an additional bonan-

How 1o,
lars contmue' "
will become voters some ...,
the same time, ‘they will also :
ents—and the tax shoe, the re
" bok, will be on the other foot.

lf all else fails, the federal go
could take the ultimate step: Natio
surf shops and claim the proceeds 1.
those uncounted' millions of gaudy T-shirts
polluting our fine country. .

Why Bush Should Worry

POLlTlCS, From C1

high voter approval ratings. Now, however,
with nettlesome new domestic issues dom- "
inating the landscape, Bush's continued
hiigh approval ratings belie mounting vul-
nerabilities, Among them:

w A recent survey taken by GOP pollster -
Richard Wirthlin found the “largest confi-
dence disparity we have ever tested” be-
tween a president's approval rating (71 per-
cent) and the number of people who think
the country is heading in the right direction
(36 percent), The same poll also found that
only 22 percent of voters express “strong
approval” for Bush-:,-which means that
while he continues to enjoy an overall ap-
proval ratmg higher than Reagan's, his gore
support is much.lower, “What all this says
to me,” said one GOP pollster who asked
not to be identified, “is that one or two
months of bad economic news, and Bush’s
rating will start sinking very fast.”

m Sixty percent of voters think the country
is “off on-the wrong track” (the most pes-
simistic reading in 2¥2 years) and while 46
_percent think the economy is getling worse,
just 7 percent think it is getting better, ac-
cording to a Washington Post/ABC survey.
The same survey found that Bush’s ratings
for_handling the economy have slipped to
the lowest levels of his presidency, with just
a small majority (52-45 percent) now “eX-
-pressing approval.

-#: At a time when many Amencans believe
.[hat. the nation may be losmg control of its
-economic future, Bush is increasingly
vered as a reactive, caretaker president.
By.‘SZ} -34 percent, according to survey ta-
ken by Democratic pollsters Harrison Hick-
m:m -and Paul Maslin, voters think he “main-
-ly-deals with today’s problems” rather than
“gets the country ready for tomorrow.” By
:950:37 percent, they say he “only takes.ac-
“tion after problems have developed.” This
miay.or may not be a vulnerability. As Dem-
.qcratic polister Thomas.Kiley noted: “Vot-
ers; are fearful of the difficult choices. they
‘know the nation faces, and there is a kind of
'.avqidance going on. In some ways, Bush is a
:symbol.of that avoidance—he’s a reflection
:of the voters’ confusion about the future,
You can make an argument that this didn't
‘hurt: him in 1988; it actually helped him,
The question is whether there will.be a
‘mpie activist mood by 1992.”

«’As the budget deficit numbers keep
growing—DBudget Director Richard Dar-
anafichas raised his deficit projection for fis-
;d?jlngl to $159 billion (up from $100.5
dillion in January)—Bush's maneuverlng
l’mln keeps shrinking. “If he raises taxes,
he s.gone back on his word and given up a
qu Republican issue,” said Democratic poll-
sterMnrk Mellman. “If he docsn't, he'll pro-
nowa small solution to what he has defined
‘a3 2:big problem, That goes to his vulner-
alnllty on leadership.” Democratic budget
negotiators have shown little interest in

he'lpmg the president out of-this ditch, “He -.
- '4“&.1

-.Said_one Democr'mc congressnonal
‘staffer, “Let him climb out of it.”

n.The White House has gotten testy about
the: S&L ‘scandal, with Press Secretary
.‘Marlln Fltzwater\last week ‘launching an
Bm:sually personal ‘attack on the adminis-
1{8&10ns Democratic critics, “These guys
srp-ynraveling,” said Brad Johnson, the top
W'lshmgton aide to New York’s Democratic
governor, Gov. Mario M. Cuomo, who has
bee:r hammering at the S&L issue for a
year.‘ “They can sense the class anger that’s
out, tjlere—they can-see that this is a story
-of “greed and deregulation—two classic
\veakness of Republican administrations.”

--Bush’s attempt to inoculate his adminis-

t;atlon against charges that it has been slow

g, prosecute S&L crooks—Iaid out in Fri- * [

day s, press conference at which he called
“for- doublmg funding for fraud investiga-
thns—ls fraught with peril. Legal experts
say tases will be difficult to win, and voters
are lntumvely skeptical about the enthusi-
asm of Republican administrations for going
after white-collar criminals.

Clnser to home. Rush’s son, Neil. is under

flré Yor failing to disclose loans his oi! explo-

- ration business received from a developer -

“in arrears on $11 million in loans and other
" obligations to a Denver S&L on whose
board Bush served. (The S&L, Silverado,
subsequently falled, costing taxpayers $1
billion.)

“This [the Nell Bush case] is the heart of
the S&L crisis,” New York Daily News col-
umnist Lars-Erik Nelson wrote last week,

“It is not outright embezzlement; rather it is -

a small group of friends who found a won-
derful way to loot the Treasury.... You
take other people’s money out of a bank and
loan it to each other.” Asked Nelson, “If you
lay off Neil Bush, whom can you go after?”

. Fitzwater’s partisan threats and edgy
defense of Neil Bush last week left ‘many
Demacrats speculating that ‘all the White
House had dccompllshed was to call more
attention to the. issue. "What Fitzwater did
was turn Neil Bush into Billy Carter,” said
one Democratic congressloml staffer. “He -
hung a ‘kick me’ sign on the president’s
son.” -
= Some of the inherent contradictions of
Bush’s campaign rhetoric are starting to
pinch. He has threatened to veto legislation
that would force employers to giye employ-
ees unpaid leaves for pregnancies or for
illnesses of family members. The business
community and conservative think tanks -

are lobbying heavily against the proposal— " of the financiers or the question of who will

sizing it up as a nose-under-the-tent for'a
raft of new “mandated benefits” that many
Democrats in Congress would like to im-.
pose on. employers. But women's groups’
are lobbying equally hard for it, reminding
Bush what the “kinder-and-gentler” candi-
date said during the 1988 campaign: “We
need to assure that women don't have to
worry about gemng their jobs back after
having a child or caring for a chlld durmg a
serious illness.” RS
u The Supreme Court decision last sum-=
mer upholding the rights of states to re-
strict abortions has activated a heretofore
complacent abortion-rights majority in the
electorate, As election results from 1989
and 1990 already attest, abortion-rights
candidates are now advantaged—Ieaving
Bush, pohtlcally, on the wrong side of the
issue,

M any Republican strategists acknowl-
edge that thé remainder of Bush’s

term won't be the speed-boat romp
it's been so far, but none secms inordinately -
concerned.

“This far into any admlmstratlou, the halo
is bound to dim somewhat, especially when’
you’ve got sonmie nervousness about the -
economy,” said Charles Black, a leading
GOP consultant. “But the fact is that
George Bush has built up a huge amount of -
goodwxll and pereonal credibility,. And
youi're certainly not going to beat him on
foreign policy.”

-

Black sald it would take a “full national |

‘récession”. for ‘Bush to be in Jeopardy in.

+ 1992." While that asssessment is widely
shared by analysts in both parties, it's not
unanimous, “I'have never believed that you
need an economic collapse for George Bush
to be vulnerable,” said Cuomo’s Johnson.
“By 1992, people are going to expect a
peace dividend. They’re bound to be frus-
trated that while our philosophies are being
embraced around the world, and while we
should be enjoying a renaissance here at
home, we're bankrupt instead. And when
you tell them that the reason there isn't a
peace dividend is that it was stolen by Re-
publican policies and scandals, you're going
to strike a nerve.”

Many Democrdts also feel their 1992
case will be bolstered by the line of analysis
advanced by Republican strategist Kevin
Phllhps in a just-published book, “The Pol-
‘ities of Richand: Poor:.-Wealth and” the
‘American Electorate in the Reagan After-
math.”

" Phillips notes- that in the decade since
Reagan was elected, prlvate -sector chief
executive officers saw their incomes grow
by 50 percent in inflation-adjusted dollars
whiile workers saw theirs fall by 5 percent.
He writes that the overall tax burden on the
rich has decreased, while it has held even or
risen for virtually everyone else. There has
been no comparable upsurge in the relative
well-being of the upper class, he argues,
since the Robber.Baron era of the late 19th
century. “Money politics—be it the avarice

. pay.for the binges of the '80s—is shaping
up as a prime theme for the 1990s,” Phillips
writes.

. Along a parallel track, Democrats also
believe that a case can be made against the
- Reagan-Bush era for its disinvestment in
public infrastructure, in research and de-
velopment, in education and job training and
in other long-term strategies designed to
keep the nation competitive in an increas-
-..ingly:.globalized - economy. Polls show -that
most middle-class Americans worry that
their children won’t find it easy to buy a
house or pay for a college education—and
these fears of a declining standard-of-living
dovetait with the robbing-the-future indict-
ment of Republican policies. ,

“Over the past two decades, the gemus of
. the Republicans has been to forge a percep-
tual alliance of the middle-class and the rich
agalnst the’ poor, ‘based primarily on cultur-

foreign “policy- ‘and anti-government
themes, said William Galston, a University
of: Maryland political scientist and sometime
Democratic advnser. “The challenge for the
Democrats is to ‘create a new perceptual
alliance of the middle-class and the poor
against the rich, based primarily on eco-
nomlc anxiety.”

The challenge for George Bush will be to
demonstrate that the success of his pres-
idency is built on more than just the good
[fortune of being on duty when communism
collapsed. .

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL! RATINGS '

' RATINGS AT APPROXIMATELY 6:12-18 MONTHS INTO THEIR FIRST TERM
SRR

SOURCE: The QGallup Poll 6 months

12 months ; 18 months

THE WASHINQTON POST

mai
has
wor
my
me
thin

I
back
The
whil
guilty

‘BN
from
the p
yours
work
case
ma'm

He
clean.

Mo
somev
pool. *
their 1
necks.

staring
out.

That
liound «
some |
fella, w
squeale

I'm '+
hear th?
It's nas

“See,
for doin
for the
my tr
Wanne

Idi
book.
going
“Well
Iin’ fo

I'm
or a
now «
ably
mak:

S
jaid.
acn
wa
hus
acc
my

te
ing
Idi
to ¢
wai
the
I
or i’
B
thini.
Serlis:
Therc

Day
Da
it is 1%
named
outsi
and wo
meish
Hel

Ing.
T tell

my sho
Little

30 minu

a crossw

1Little K
tattoo t
wearin
He's a
way tc

The
lhey h
mism,
diddly .
Greyhot
ter's we
sary.

In Na

@

{(:,

8~
st

=22id A

R

oh

.
4



g
il

CIou

~ =
2o

g A

e
o

2/

ues

4
-

Bargain hunters jam the
the longtime Washington

14th Street NW entrance of Garfinckel's {lagship department store .
retailer began_ a liquidation sale that quickly turned qhaolic.Story 4

uil-

sblem
: used

irrors,” |-

project

at Mar-
“Some-
chain of

e made”

.« “It 'was

s done to

ature.

5 the Hu-
olurred vi-
aeras—the
and Plane-.
European-
amera—de-
15 in visible
iously affect-
uments that
gathering ul-
for other rea-
zavily on crisp,
vill suffer less,

jon of instru-
2eing built for
1eers say they
the equivalent .
25 to compen-,
the same way .
aarsightedness,
439, CoL 1
Contents "
1990,
askington
Post

i

By Ann Devroy

Washington Post Staff Writer

+ “There is a. time in every pres-
idency where you gotta start doing
things that are unpopular with some
groups, outside-forces come in play

-and the joy ride is over,” 2 Repub-

licari strategist observed yesterday.
“Bush’s time had to-come. It's a
wonder it lasted so long.”

A variety of Bush advisers and
outsiders suggested in interviews
yesterday that a new -phase of the
Bush presidency has begun. The

need for mew takes was the most
striking example of this, but so too

struggles over civil-rights, parental
leave and environmental issues.
Suddenly this summer, Bush found

_|that-he could not avoid a series of ,
tough decisions that were_ never

forecastin - his- presidential cam-

-~Qver the past month as a number |

| ofissues closed in on him, Bush has

0'Ms-

painful decision to acknowledge the

‘were- the ‘president’s less visible .

Bush Entérini; a New Phase
Of Presidency, Observers Say

Manylssues Seen‘Co’r‘ibér-ging to End ‘Joy Ride’

been a study in the difficulty of rec-

" onciling campaign promises with--
. governing. His familiar desire to

make decisions by splitting the dif-
ference—what friends call the
“have-half Bush™—has been chal-
lenged by the need to make difficult

choices over which the president

has struggled aloud:
m To a group of Western politicians

- ‘on choosing between protection for

the northern spotted owl and what
some see as the potential loss of
nearly 30,000 jobs in the timber
industry, he said, “I reject those
who would ignore . . . the economic
consequences of the spotted owl

* decision” but “I also reject those

who do not recognize their obliga-
tion to protect our delicate ecosys-
- ‘tem. Common sense tells us to find
'a needed balance.” o

i~m To'a group of civil rights:leaders

 pressing for his support-for the Civil
7 Rights Act-of 1990, he said, “I want
o dign :dicivil rights. bill” but *1
won't signa-quota bill.? - . .

“See PRESIDENT, A8, CoL 1 .
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er-inflation, but ac 4 mgner than p.ré-
dicted social price. The country is
mired in a recession that has cut
economic activity by 30 percent.
Unemployment, which did not offi-
cially exist beforg:this -year, has
soared. At the énd of June, 570,000
people, or 4.2 percent of the work
Sefa POLAND, A15, Col. 5

By Thomas B. Edsall
Washington Post Staff Writer

1 : ‘CHICAGO, July 13—A year-and
‘a-half inito the Bush.administration,
-factions within -the Republican Par-

ty appear to .be moving in sharply
'ghfferent‘dirqctions' in their ideolog-
ical appeals to voters.

- This divergence, and the poten-

1 tial for internal party conflict, could .

be seen in the sharply contrasting
tenor of the meeting here Thursday
and today of the Republican Nation--
al . Committee—the - presidential
arm of the party—and a recent con-
vention of tht Texas Republican

Party. . |
- “At-the-RNC meeting, Robert M.

- ' - i Contents
. ©1990,
. Visingon.
1647062821700 M5

Teeter, a principal adviser to Pres-
ident. Bush, warned that the nation
-is on the verge of a revival of social

1. activism paralleling - the surge of:
- communal 'idealism ‘in the 1930s

and1960s; = - -

| GOP: Tdeological Divide -
- PartyShugglesto Find ansensué Jor the 905

For the Republican Party to
- maintain the slow but steady
growth that has put it on a par with
the Democrats ‘over the last dec-
ade, Teeter argued, the GOP must
_ adapt conservative principles to a
-public agenda driven by many
. ‘seemingly liberal issues, including
the environment, day care and ed-
ucation. L
At the Texas,GOP convention
Jast month, in contrast, a growing
and hungry state party led by con-
servative Sen. Phil Gramm and gu-
bernatorial candidate Clayton Wil-
. iams sought to draw tough, polar-
See GOP, A6, Col. 1 -
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;what they call mandated benefits,”
.- When he made the pledge, White.

. w30 incluu
uich lawmakers ... -
likety to find hard to swallow,: ang o viny,

. | :! : . . o ' -
- Bush Begins New Phase

]
)
]

_ 4 PRESIDENT, From Al
m To questions on_how he could
abandon his campaign pledge to ‘en-
suré women do not lose jobs be-
cauge of pregnancy or- family crisis,
Bush said that pledge “did not go to

House press secretary Marlin Fitz-

. water said, it*may not have -been
stated but was “implied” that Bush
wanted firms to.protect: these jobs .
on d voluntary basis. . . . ... .. o
w To questions on why he was
bredking what many view as his
niogt fundamental campaign pledge.
by agreeing to the need for tax in-,
creases, Bush thus far has offered
no explanation. But Fitzwater, in an
explanation aides say fit all cam-
paigh divergences equally, said
Tuesday, “We feel he;said the.right °;
thing-then and he’s saying the'right ™

*thing now. Everything we said was
true then and it’s true now.”

Early in Bush’s presidency, Rob-
ert ‘M. Teeter, Bush’s campaign
polister and a key political adviser,
described his hopes for the first
months of the Bush presidency in’

" terms of a savings account. )

With no major ‘crisis to solve,
Teeter said, Bush would-not-have to, -
“spend” his political capital early by; .
making tough choices. Instead, he
could reach out to minorities, wo-’
men, the environmental community
and others who had been alienated
ftom the GOP to make new deposits
to his popularity account that he
could draw on when the tough times
came, * . .

Another Republican, comparing
Ronald Reagan’s first year in office.
to Bush's, said ‘the president is'
.struggling to find a balance between®
competing forces such as business
interests and the environment “not
because there is anything peculiar
about this time period in a presiden-_
cy but because there is something
peculiar about Bush.”

The strategist noted that until
Bush, a string of recent presidents
came to office pledging to fix what
the former inhabitant of the: White
House had broken,

Bush could run what the strat-
egist called a "keep on keeping on”
campaign and-was-not pledged to
fixing any major broken piece of the

YR ok

a key figure, - e :

As a political candidate, Reagan
“had an agenda, an ideology and a .
" crusade,” the strategist said..“Be- -
_cause he was the ideologue that
Bush is not,” the official said, “Rea-
gan didn't have to make all these
tough calls because they never got
to him. No one would suggest to
Reagan’ that the protection of the -

Of Term of Presidency
+. 30,000 jobs. He jist .never’ cams.

_paigned as the Environmental Pres-

“me. And everything-will be great”.:

-seen as . having .taken. the lead in

“tion President or the Spotted .Owl-.

* ‘and it's not'solved ~yet;"f.\"‘;~zm‘. R
*. "Conversely, said thevadviser, -if -
. the economy is in good: shape “you,:

. Committee,

Reagan presidency, in which he WS suid, that-involvement:had. beenylimag;

spotted owl in any way.was worth,

..... .

ident so it was no-problem.” )
Bush, one source said,” “ran a

campaign for class president, I like |

everyone and everyone should like

Now, said the official, “it’s not the-
senior class he’s running, it's the
country, Sometimes it's just not
that easy. "This is olie of thein,” i &
+ ‘Bush’§ advisers, and-even some:
Democratic strategists, predict - that, -
while some of his decisions will peel
off some of his support, broken:
campaign pledges will not doom-him'-
if the economy ‘holds; up and-he'is |
maintaining econotnic health, = "

It is axiomatic among most po-’
litical experts that a good economy
enisires Republici Fetehtion of the|l
White Hoitse outside of war or ma- [\l
jor scandal, - R

“If sthe economy is in .trouble,”: -
said one Bush adviser, “it is the only
issue ‘and you are in trouble. No2-
body will care’if you're the Educa--

President. Nobody will care if you,
promised to solve global warmiig

have a cushion. You can take some.
risks. You can make some decisioris
sonie people won't like,” That, the:
adviser.said, is why Bush, weighing_ [\
the taxes pledge over the fears for.,
the economy, had to do what he did, [}
“Good government really is good
politics,” said Mary. Matalin, chief of
staff of the  Republican” National

Atwater Returns to Office. -
After Three-Month'Absence =
" Lee Atwater, ‘chaifmian®of the
Republican National - ‘Committee, -
returned to his office yesterday for
the first time in more than three
months and held an hour-long po-+
litical  strategy. session, - officials
theresaid. - .- ..o L
Atwater, who has been. under,
treatment for a brain tumor, ' has
been increasing his involvement jns, [Ji
day-to-day political issues .in recent:-
weeks, officials said. However, they

ited to phone calls from home and,
an occasional meeting .at, his hous
with a handful of advisers.: . ..
According to.Mary Matalin, c ,etx ;
of staff at the RNC, Atwater'spent »
yesterday’s session . going over
“many of the major races we're in-
volved in,” pliis'a string"of ‘recent”
issues with political implicatiohs for”
local races. N
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'HOT. RACES

BEST BETS FOR ‘REPUBLICAN PICKUPS o

Ohio: Former Cleveland mayor George

21 Voinovich (R) was expected to be a strong
121 candidate for U.S, Senate in 1988, but
“it was an,$8 million dress rehearsal
where he learned what not to do,"” said

“ one GOP operativé; This year, runnlng a textbook
campaign against ethical abuses and cronylsm in
Columbus, he'has an 8-10 point poll lead-over M

ol

| 2Jf}()'vernors

Races Offer ||
High Stakes

Parties Vie for Edge

BEST BETS FOR DEMOCRATIC PICKUPS

California: Dlanne Feinsteln has the
franchise on charisma and ‘shaking up the
status quo. Can Sen. Pete Wilson (R)
convince voters that she also represents

%] risk—and that he" S, the.mote, competent

. problem- -solver? If not. she's the next governor.

Florida; Wounded by his handllng of
faxes and abortlon, Gov. Bob Martinez (R)

states will- have Democratic gover- -
&nors—whrch would be important not ;
just for redistricting but forthe 1992
residential

‘campaign,” ottgoing

7

luo Gov. Richard F..Celeste, chair- -
~vman of the Democratic Governors,
e-Association, said in an,interview here

Blanchard (D), who. is seeking a,
third term, “When;; :George. Bush’
threw away his hps, he further
eroded pubhc trust—not jyst for
Republicans; but possibly for all in-
cumbent pohtrcrans U,
Blanchard’s, opponent is GOP
- Staté Senate leader John Engler, a

' tyin federal electlons, hut there is.
“really no. antr-government party in,

‘state electrons, . said Denror.ratr

“ipollster, Geoffrey Garm.y “People:

_want their govemors to solve probw
"1éms and provide servrces. and they”

. know it takes money.”

s often fiot, taxes. per' i that

f other people would have said
abortron would be the dominant is-
sue'thrs year,” said the Republican
Governors \ Association's  Davis.
"Now I'm not so sure. It’s an rmpor-
tant’ plece of the puzzle, but it's not
at overarchmg

bortlon. FSix months agoland a

;Scha(i
At BL

v_wdurmg the arinual meeting of the. Na- it . 4
’* tional Governors Association. *fixtute in Lansing for-the past 20 “gets'a 'govermior in trouble,” ‘con “They're whistling past the cem- wBy D!
z m'g’stes goals are considered ex-  Years. Normally that depth of ex: curred GOP - consultant -; Chiarles * etery,” Tetorted Democrat Celeste. _ﬂf
Vagant: itical experts in both perience is'a plus for a challenger,” Black. “It’s the way the® govel‘nor _.He noted that although there is a. « MOBILE, Ak

A

actieds“He" nllist <habe’ forgotten
bout~’hrs own state,” Missouri Gov.
ohip Ashcroft.,uhead of the Republi-
SamGoverno, ¥ n,.retorted -
L rIefen" g to Ohlo the largest ~

'e states in which

but Blanchard said he plans to try to -
play. Xthe anli-incumbent strings in
reverse. “l am somewhat blessed to:
haye'an opponent, whg,hag,.he
" the'légistature for. 20 years.”
Nowhere is the incumbency factor

handles. the tax, increase~—the; kind’
of taxes he' raises, thé leadershlp

MERE T

ar,

o 18 congressronal seats Will” shrft*‘-‘

"'wrde \variance of views on abortion

4 among cand;dates within both par-
quahtres he shows, the atmospher-
i e gl ;

rile- cs..,u,é'...

tres, the issue is a net plus for l)em-

~~~~~

! Davrs\countered th1t ‘Democrats

land Gov. Willia
renewed his bat
administration t

, 'the National Govi

meeting here his
administration is -

‘is.the nation's most vulnerable big state , Attorney General Ar;thony Celebrezze Jr. (D). :2::{1
In Reappor tlonment ;:'::Ll%%?;eegctt?:uge;%cﬁgfﬂ%zgﬁg Minnesota: Gov. Rudy Perpich (D) has cisio
$5 million in the bank to throw 3t the winner, been in O"nflet:&nﬁfrv??:kaggn'ﬂ::h?som keep
) . - ovenor, a aver r0a:
By Paul Taylor Maine: The deteriorating New England lglaky leadership.style has led his ?om o
Washington Post Stall Weiter .economy has put Gov. John R, McKernan approval ratings to plummet. State ery =
Jr. (R) on the defensive. His opponent Auditor Arne Carlson (R}, considered his strongest St o

MOBILE, Ala,, July 30—Once and predecessor, Rep, Joseph E. Brennan challenger, first must win a crowded Sept. 11 GOP Mitc =
every 20 years, the moons and .| [z (D), is accusing him of being a big taxer. p,lma,y Perplch must survive a p,Ima,yr toq,__ e O
stars of the political universe align McKernan ls accusing Brennan of belng a big spender. e X com.
this way: a majority of the nation’s Kansas: The irony here Is that the Issue Oregom Attorney General Dave co Ass O
governors are up for reelection in that makes Gov. Mike Hayden (R) so Frohnmayer (R) has a big fund-raising _ full Q
the same year the census is held, | vulnerable —a reconfiguration of property ;| advantage over Secretary of State asse: :g

Nineteen-ninety is such.a“year,. taxes that has led to sharply increased . . . ;| Barbara Roberts (D), and appears to be isn't,
and its significance is keenly under- “appralsals around the state—isn't a good - better positioned on the spotted owl issue ™ oquat O
stood by elected officials at all lev- | one for his likely Democratic challenger, former (he s pushlns legislation to save logging jobs) and his R ?b
els of government. This November, |~ governor Johr: Carlin. The reconfiguration was passed * ODP%SNOH to closllng thGhTYOI?‘" nuclear plant, She's spor. b
votets will elect the hands that wil during Carlin's tenure. Both men face contested the better campalgner, though. that e
draw the maps defining the consti- primaries next week. Vermont; Gov Madelelne M. Kunin's pane =g
tuencies for a decade’s worth of Nebraska: Gov. Kay Orr (R) is in trouble surprise decislon not to seek a fourth term inclu <

islati because she raised taxes after.she said. 3 door wide open to her gove £

congressional and state 1 rsht it fort -, =
elections. she wouldn't and because her leadership’s Republican:prédecessor, Bichard. Snelling.-.|. {0rL3 ==
style J5-widely seen:as heavy-handed: She The’ Democratlc candrdate Is State Sen. mant- ©

Givenithe. ‘stakes, Democrats ‘are Th, =3
barely able L tnin their excite. has Begun to attack her opponent, . Peter Welch R 3

arely able to contain their exc businessman Ben Nelson (D), for his dealings wlth , why B the p3
ment’ about the 36. gubernatorral N BS Involved Wlth junk bOl‘ldS - “ » adm"}
campaigns riow underway Not on|y~ E thls year of the woman,” can gress
do they seem likelytg Rhode lsland Gov, Edward D. DiPrete . Republican State Senator and 1986 membe
5l (R)y seeklng a foyrth term;"has been hurt gubernatorial candidate, Arliss ve
current 29:21 advanteg 480! by a'tax increase and his invoivement in a p| Sturgulewski, win in macho Alaska? She's g0 ] r{:
norghips, but they just miight make questionable land deal. The polls show: ¢ 22220 the favorite In'the Aug. 28 GOP primary gaid th,
gaing'in two of the three key states him traling allthree of his potential . ¢ "and Is likely to oppose Lt. Gov Stephen McAlplne (D) Bush
that will pick up at least & dozen new - | », Democratlc challengers The prlmary is Sept. 1175 =¥ - In the fal with th‘\
congressional seats in the reappor-‘f'j.' v group, w:
tionment that follows this year's cen-- ' | .{._-;_‘ , THE WASHINGTON POST }2%‘2;‘5 :‘
sus—Florida and California. stance, But as these 36 individual nessman Shefheld Nelson, to hmder _against Democrat Dianne Fein-  tional ed:

By 1992, nearly one-quarter of contests unflold, here dre some of the challenger. - " stein],.no question about it,” said = the govers
all members of the U.S. House of  the dynamics present in many of w Taxes and the Economy. Where Black. “It’s half of the whole ball-  educatior
Representatives will hail from Cal-  them: incumbents are in trouble, weak. game, nationwide.” Va,, last ¢
ifornia, Florida and Texas. Repub- g Incumbency. With voters’ anxiety ~ economies andfor, rising taxes are  The nation’s, eight biggest meetings:
lica_n governors (and l_)emocratrc about the economy rising, . anger at  the most comiion causes, ‘this 'js £ states—where most of the ex- Williamy,
legislatures) currently'“sit in all tpe savings’ and loan catastrophe true across regional and party lines:* ‘change of ‘congressional seats will  the bill cret
three state capitols, but Democrats  building, - and-"‘cynicism toward” But.it is-also part of a paradox-about+ +-eccur—are currently split evenly in  @ppointed
have an even shot at capturing the elected officials deepening, plenty state governmént, . “During “the governorships. Democrats stand to acted ca,
governorship in California, a better-- "of incumbents are wondering how -  1980s;  _virtually :"all \“governors shold onto New York and Pennsyl- through th
than-even chance in Florida and an-’ much of an advantage it is to be an  raised taxes in“one way- or-.anoth- vania, are ahead in Michigan and rde‘rjrt andd b
outside—though dwmdhng—hope “iincumbent. - , er—in response to cuts;in federal *‘vulnerable in' Ohio. Republicans are Z‘l’é e danoffrl
in Texas, .: "People don't. feel very good.. programs—and voterg: generally vulnerable jn California and Florida, about educatl

“It's no _inconcelvable that after. about their political leaders these - tolerated the lncreasesm - . sllghtly ahead in Hlinois and solidly He argued
November; “all- -eight of the largest ! days,” said Michigan Gov. James J. g ' “There's an antt-gover,nmentp r-* alfiead in Texas, 4

l
l
l
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wpyerall prospectsr\are dicier thanithe .

“year where the Republicans are
likely to make spectacular gains.”
Part of the GOP concern is that
their likely gains tend to be clus-
tered in smaller states, while the
Democrats’ best hopes are in larger
states “If we lose Florida, it's not
gomg to fly for me to say, Yeah
but we won Vermont,’” said Re-

publican Governors Executive Di-
rector Michele Davis,

+ Governors’ races—even more so
fhan contests for federal office—
Turn on personality and local circum-

[
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emocrats’ “I'm'niot saying this is a.

more stark than in Arkansas, where

.1986," .the Arkansas gubernatorial

" term was two years, Clinton has run

s~ Masse BreenpuGHc

a staggering total "of 17 political
races—counting primaries,. runoffs
and general elections—in Arkansas
since 1974, and the only real issue -
this year is whether his constittents
have tired of a governor recently
described as “the only man in Amer-
ican Politics who's been a rising star:
for three successive decades.”
Chnton, who is said to be consid- *
ering a bid for the presidency in
1992, calls mcumbency an “extra
drag” this year, but says he is also
counting on the political inexperi-
ence of hic 2OP opponent, busi-

!,

from nine Frost Belt states to fivi

this' .transfer will 'bé - California,.

slated to pick up as many as seven
seats ‘and become the largest. con-
gressional delegation in history. It

_could grow to 52 House members,:

This spring, : Calrforma Républt-

* cans failed to persuade voters to

pass a ballot initiative that would
have given control of redistricting '
to a brp'rrtlsan commission, Now °

. they have ‘nightmares that if they

lose the governorshrp, Democrats

will do’to them i1 '1990° what they.

did in 1980—gerrymander -away
GOP chances in a half-dozen con-
gressional districts, “All the chips
are on Pete Wilson [who.is running

- ————— e .
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jer, Anthony Celebrezze Jr.—will
\pny a price. "I shake my head in
w\drsbelref that he’s planning to make
oa big, isstie of abortion,” she said,
iYLet’s just say it's mot an area
'where he has a lot of credibility.”
H. “We'll be happy to make Ohio a
¢ test case,of the abortion issue any
day;" sard,Garrn, Celebrezze's poll-
-ster, “The fact is that there is not a
'smgle Republican candidate any-

.Y'where in the country who is running
'r -an‘affirmative campaign on the pro-

£-life issue.- Not one. What there are
"“is a Iot of. pro-life Republicans who

are doing their best to run away

=from the chorce issue.”

;,, —
T

of people-to-peop

g #:who.have, recently switched to an - !
7 Yo g°°d chance to pick . - 1GoViBill Clinton (D), just 43, is seek-  Sun Belt states,.Both parties agree 2‘;’antlaborlron stance—such as Ohio’s . - the 'éew democratrt

5 g . ", £l .. -€rn kurope,
s Stlll Ashcr ¥ Krowe i party’s ecord fifth term. Prior to that the “crown jewel" at the end of ;Democratic gubernatorial contend P

The Democratrc %
session of the NGA'
international trade a™
lations that the ad.-
pattern was to “forget
of the former Soviet satc
eagerness to prod Ame:
to “get over there and
business.”

While the Japanese gai
for long-term relatio
“building a school or
Schaefer said, American
ing nothing bLehind thal
lasting impression.”
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. Calling on George Bush

N

Nt
AGuide to the 1990 Elections

There’s only so much even 2
popular President can do for
his party’s candidates. Raising
large sums is one of them, and
President Bush is ready and
willing to help.

BY BURT SOLOMON

S ix hundred well-dressed Virginians let
their watercress and Belgian endive
grow limp while they listened to country-
and-western singer Moe Bandy and his
Americana Band in the Washington sub-
urb of Vienna. At the head table in the
hotel’s elegant Grand Ballroom, Barbara
Bush, dressed in black velvet, swayed her
head in time to the smooth tune. Her hus-
band sang along, then was introduced by
the man being saluted, Sen. John W.
Warner, R-Va., who was fittingly adula-
tory about the man whose presence at this
March 8 fund-raising dinner had enriched
Warner’s reelection campaign by
$600,000.

President Bush was hyperbolically ad-
miring in return, lauding Warner as a
“symbol of Virginia at its best” who once
had trudged three hours through a heavy
snowfall in 1979 to read George Washing-
ton’s farewell address on the Senate floor.
More recently, Warner had helped negoti-
ate a revamped Clean Air Act, backed
Bush’s antidrug strategy and (as ranking
Republican on the Armed Services Com.-
mittee) had been busy “encouraging
peace” in Eastern Europe, Bush eulo-
gized. “I'm looking to him to help guide
new treaties and new [defense] budgets.
... If you need a little extra campaign
work, call the White House.”

Warner won’t need to: He may be un-
opposed for reelection. Bush agreed to a
fund-raiser last year when Warner feared
a contest from departing Democratic
Gov. Gerald L. Baliles and went ahead
with the logistically simple appearance—
a helicopter ride away from the White
House—even after Baliles refrained. De-
spite a search by Virginia’s Democratic
leaders, no one has shown interest in the
party’s nomination to contest a third term
for Warner except a follower of extremist
Lyndon LaRouche.

Warner, in an interview the following
day, waxed grateful for the financial surge
that had swelled his campaign treasury
past $1 million—thereby permitting a
“credible campaign”—and for Bush’s
kind words. That “wasn’t a lot of puffery
last night,” he said.

Bush, the first former national party

committee chairman ever to reside in the
Wlute House, has taken energetically to
clect.loneu-ing in his first cycle of presi-
dential campaigning. On Feb. 27, on the
eve of the President’s second trip in three
wee_ks to politically crucial but Bush-aloof
California, White House press secretary
Marlin Fitzwater was asked how Bush
could justify devoting an entire day to
politics. He replied: “A day is nothing,
man. We're going to be spending more
time on politics than you ever dreamed
possible.”

Bush, wielding the allure of the Oval
Office, has raised more than $8 million for
Republicans at political events in Wash-
ington and $14 million on the road in a
dozen appearances last year and nearly as
many so far in 1990. This spring, his
schedule calls for fund-raising jaunts to
two to three cities every 10-12 days and
for campaigning about a day each week
after Labor Day. By Election Day, White
House political director James R. Wray
figures, Bush will have come to the aid of
Republican candidates running for
“most” of the 34 Senate and 36 guberna-
torial seats at stake. Bush also has been
active in recruiting candidates—telephon-
ing prospective congressional aspirants
and occasionally meeting with batches of
30-40 Republicans considering state legis-
lative races.

Bush’s tepid, frequently rambling rhet-
oric rarely sets hearts aflutter. And there’s
only so much even a popular Prtsideml
can do. Ronald Reagan learned this in
1986, when his intensive Senate cam-
paigning failed to avert the GOP’s loss of
eight seats. Bush’s lesson came last year,
when he campaigned for four congres-
sional and gubernatorial candidates (plus
a mayoral aspirant) and saw only one—
Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Fla.—
elected. In, say, Iowa, where voters pride
themselves on their independence, Bush’s
endorsement won’t “frankly matter for
much” in luring voters to support Rep.
Thomas J. Tauke, who is now running for
the Senate against Democratic incumbent
Tom Harkin, Tauke press secretary Allen
L. Finch acknowledged.

But it matters in other ways. In money,

NATIONAL JOURNAL 3/17/90 w9




for one. Bush’s appearance for Tauke last
December at a dinner and rally in Des
Moines raised $250,000 that Tauke spent
principally on building an organization in
the five-sixths of Iowa he hasn’t repre-
sented in Congress. (“Smart early dimes
beat Jate dumb dollars,” as Republican
Governors Association executive director
Michele M. Davis expressed the political
professionals’ maxim.) That boosted
Tauke’s fund raising ahead of Harkin’s for
the second half of 1989, which in turn
impressed political action committees

* - "that-are-deciding whom to.support, Finch

said, postulating: “Organization begets
organization. Fund raising begets fund
raising,”

A presidential visit can also increase a

candidate’s credibility. Iowans able to

identify Tauke rose by 4-5 percentage
points immediately following Bush’s visit.
Rep. Claudine Schneider, R-R.L, also
challenging a Democratic Senator, found
that her reputation “solidified” as “some-
one who can get things done” in Washing-
ton after Bush traveled to Rhode Island
last November “calling [her] his friend,”
Schneider aide Robert J. Rendine said.
That may prove more valuable to her
campaign than the $175,000 Bush’s visit
raised for a campaign expected to cost $2
million or more.

Nebraska Gov. Kay A. Orr perhaps
fared better still. Bush’s Feb. 8 stop in
Omabha raised $300,000 for Orr that oth-

- erwise would have entailed 8-10 smaller

events and also helped with “a problem
we have [ensuring that] voters are aware
of her accomplishments,” said former

President Bush appears with Senate hopeful Rep. Lynn Martin in Chicago.

Reagan White House political aide Wil-
liam B. Lacy, a political consultant who is

advising Orr (and Tauke). He hopes for.

more. Unlike Rhode Island, the state
where Democratic presidential nominee
Michael S. Dukakis drew his greatest sup-
port in 1988, Nebraska is one of a handful
of states where a majority of voters regis-
ter as Republicans, increasing the chance
that Bush’s soaring popularity there (as
high as 85 per cent) might rub off on Orr.
“I hope his job rating stays up where it
is,” Lacy said.

These-potential benefits of presidential
politicking are bound to bring more Re-
publican candidates seeking assistance
than even an accommodating President
can satisfy. Because the White House is
willing to help only incumbents or estab-
lished challengers, Bush has been able to
grant 60-65 per cent of the requests for
political appearances he’s received so far,
Wray said. That will decline, however, as
the approaching primaries put more can-
didates in a position to ask. All 36 Repub-
lican gubernatorial standard-bearers, for
instance, are expected to request Bush’s
help, and only 15 may be told yes.

The winnowing will follow certain
principles. Bush will concentrate on races
for Senate and governor and—in choos-
ing among them—will pursue the Marxist
principle *“To each according to its need.”
His fall schedule will be left flexible so

that appearances can be scheduled for

candidates deemed likeliest to benefit
with only two weeks’ notice rather than—

as now—four-to-six. In addition, Bush’s

“associations and friendships. and loyal-

ties come into play,” Wray said, acknowl-
edging a lack of coincidence in Bush’s ap-
pearances for Reps. Schneider, Tauke and
Lynn Martin, R-IlL, all venerable Bush
supporters who aspire to the Senate.
Bush political strategists have also kept
reapportionment at the front of their
minds, prompting attention to governor-
ships in Sunbelt states expected to pick up
House seats after this year’s census and to
state legislatures that will redraw the
lines. Bush raised $1.2 million for Sen.
Pete Wilson—running for California gov-
ernor—on Feb. 28 in San Francisco and
$1.25 million last January for Florida

. .Gov. Bob Martinez. Both candidates’ po-

litical needs also have entered into Bush’s
calculations as he ponders whether to per-
mit controversial sales of offshore oil and
natural gas leases off their states’ coast-
lines. (See NJ, 3/10/90, p. 588.)

Candidates who don’t merit Bush’s
personal presence still may get lesser
forms of assistance—a presidential signa-
ture on a fund-raising letter, say, or a visit
by a so-called surrogate. Vice President
Dan Quayle, as part of his own master
plan to gain favor first from Republican
activists and then from the citizenry, will
render aid to numerous candidates, in-
cluding some too lowly for presidential
attention. He plans, for instance, a March
21 fund-raiser in Providence for freshman
Rep. Ron Machtley; attendees will pay
$150 to attend a breakfast and $500 for a
reception beforehand.

Barbara Bush raised $150,000 for
Schneider at a Rhode Island reception
last June, while Environmental Protec-
tion Agency chief William K. Reilly, in
the state to address an environmental
group on March 11, met privately with
Schneider and several environmentalists
who presumably will feel warmer toward
her Senate candidacy as a result. Tauke
has received fund-raising help so far from
Quayle, Reagan and White House chief of
staff John H. Sununu,

Using surrogates could conceivably
backfire. Harkin expects “most of the
Cabinet [to] stroll through Iowa this
year” on his opponent’s behalf, said Har-
kin campaign aide Phil Roeder, who
hopes that includes Agriculture Secretary
Clayton K. Yeutter, who’s “right up there
with Earl Butz”—Agriculture chief for
Presidents Nixon and Ford—in his un-
popularity among farmers.

Besides, there’s no substitute for a Pres-
ident, even one whose rhetoric has been
described as veal rather than red meat.
And Bush’s tone may harden as Election
Day draws nigh. Aides expect that voters
this fall will hear less of the bland, upbeat
tone Bush has lavished recently at fund-
raisers and more of the hard-edged,
stump-style rhetoric he offered, to decid-
edly mixed reviews, in 1988, a
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Biish’s Switch on Taxes
D?Ogs GOP Candidates

New Hampshire Polztzczans Taking It Hard .

By Helen Dewar -
Washington Post Staff Writer

CONCORD, N.H.—Two . years
ago, Republicans here were.riding
high::Presidential candidate George
Bush~took the anti-tax pledge they
demagd of all candidates in the New
Hampshire primary and then made
it a centerpiece of his victorious
campaign for the White House.

But now that President Bush has,
abandoned his promise to resist tax
increases, most of the state's GOP
leaders are seething at what they
see as an act of betrayal, expedien-
cy and disregard for the fortunes of
Republicans who were basing their
campaigns this year on the party’s
record of opposition to tax in-
creases. ... o

Itisa complamt heard 'lround the
country from Republican candi-
dates, who saw the tax issue as a
potential margin of victory in close
races—until it was vaporized two
weeks ago when Bush announced
that "tax revenue increases” would
be a necessary part of a deficit-re-
duction agreement with Congress.

In Illinois, Rep. Lynn Martin (R),
who is challenging Sen. Paul Simon
(D), said it is “not the kind of help I
wanted.” Rep. Claudine Schneider
(R), running against Sen. Claiborne
Pell (D) in Rhode Island, called it a
“terrible” decision and said she will
now have to work to convince vot-
ers that she disagrees. In Michigan,
Rep. Bill Schuette (R), who is chal-
lenging Sen. .Carl M. Levin (D),
looked to the bright side, saying it
might help by showing people “I'm
nobody’s boy.”

But nowhere does the president's
retreat from his “no new taxes” slo-
gan of 1988 have more poignance
and resonance than here in New
Hampshire, where the issue was
born and where some Republicans
believe it could return to haunt
Bush when he seeks a smooth sen-
doff for his campaign for a second
term in 1992, . }

Not that New Hampshire races
this fall are expected to be partic-
ularly close. Republicans are
strongly favored to continue in con-
trol of the state legislature.as well
as the state's entire congressional
delegation, including the Senate

seat being vacated by Sen. Gordon:= ident may propose. .. « - we--

J. Humphrey (R) after two terms.

Any jitters arise largely out of
concern over New Hampshire's
economy. Bouyant through most of
the 1980s as it rode the crest of a
high-tech, defense and commercial *
construction boom, the state's
economy has gone flat in the past
couple of years, unnerving those in
power and causing some observers
to hedge their bets on the outcome
of this fall's elections.

The tax issue has added a note of
volatility to a campaign that is al-
ready shaken by a tripling of unem-
ployment to nearly 6 percent in the
last year or so.

Perhaps more xmpomnt accord-
ing to many Repubhcms, it has also
raised questions. about credibility
and trust for all politicians and
blurred one of the few.cleat distinc-
tions between Republicans and
Democrats at a time when military
strength is receding as a political
plus for the GOP in the wake of im-
proved U.,S.-Soviet relations.

“People feel a commitment has
been broken,” ;said Rep. Robert C.
Smith (R), the front-runner to cap-
ture Humphrey's Senate seat. Even
though he has been” so consistently
anti-tax that voters are unlikely to
fear a fhp«ﬂop from him, Smith’is
concerned about the public’s “cyn-

icism about politicians breaking -

promises” and how this might affect
other candidates, including himself.

Like many other Republicans,
Smith believes Bush has: sacrificed
taxes as a defining issue for Repub-
licans among voters who already
have a hard time finding relevant
differences between the parties. “It
was the black and white of Repub-
lican-Democratic politics, and we've
now made it gray,” he said.

Smith, a conservative now in his
third term in the House, is favored
over his closest competitor, busi-
nessman Thomas Christo, to win a
four-way Repliblican senatorial pri-
mary Sept. 11. He is also regarded
as a strong favorite to defeat who-
ever emerges victorious from the
three-way Democratic primary on
the same day: former senator John
Durkin, who served one term in the
late 1970s; Nashua Mayor James
Donchess; or John Rauh, a wealthy
young Sunapee businessman. The
Democratic primary is regarded as
close, with Durkin narrowly ahead.

But Smith is taking no chances on
the tax issue.

While the genial, mild-mannered
lawmaker has avoided some of the
harsh rhetoric of his Republican col-
leagues, he lost little time in issuing
a statement disagreeing with Bush,
including a pledge that he will con-
tinue to oppose tax increases of any
kind, regardless of what his pres-

Humphrey, who is seekmg a seat
in the New Hampshire stite Senate
in what is widely viewed as a step
toward the governorship, has dis-
pensed” with the niceties, -calling
Bush's tax turn-around a “major dis-
aster on a national scale.” “A dumb
move all the way around,” added

‘ Rep. Chuck Douglas (R-N.H.), " -

Douglas said he will not be’ sur-
prised if Bush runs into opposition
in the 1992 New Hampshire pres-

agree to spending.cuts,: of[lcﬁls  saY.

"REP, ROBERT C. SMITIL
++« “a commitment has been broken”

" idential primary unless he reverses

course again and blocks any tax in-
crease, :

Democrats are poised to exploit
Bush's reversal on taxes in a vari-
ety of ways, although it is virtually

impossible to*jet -to*the: right-of :i..

New Hampshire Republicans in op-
posing tax increases. .

Durkin, for instance, has said that
Bush owes New Hampshire and the
country an apology for breaking his
promise on taxes. As for his own
position, Durkin said that now is not
the time to consider tax increases
and that defense savings should be
used to address new spending
needs.

“Sure there wﬂl be a political spi-
noff in the Senate race,” said New
Hampshire . Democratic.  Party
Chairman Ned Helms. “It undercuts

the chubhcan Party. No longer is .

there nmuc in just running around
saying ‘no new taxes.’” -
According to news media inter-

views and the assessment of local -

politicians, New Hampshire voters

appear to be far less shocked and .
outraged by Bush’s’ reversal than ..
For one

Republican  politicians.
thing, voters say, they don't put
much stock in anything that politi-
cians promise before election’day.
While New Hampshire voters

have not abandoned their almost -

legendary hostility to taxes (the

state has no sales or income taxes),
even some party officials agree that -
most people here are willing to cons -

sider some .tax mcreases—-other
than an -increase -in income. tax
rates—in order. to reduce deﬁclts. :

Many people are also sympathet-
ic to Bush’s apparent strategy of

wooing Democrats with concessions

on taxes in order to get ‘them to

Donna Sytek (R), chmrman of the.
state’s ‘House Ways® and' Means
Committes, . vehemently. opposes
Bush’s turnabout but told a report-
er during a Repubhcan breakhst ini
Gorham, N.H., last Saturday: “Peo-
ple are w1lhng to swallow hard and
take a tax increase if-that’s what it

- takes to get Democrats to agree to

spending cuts.”
“You know, death and taxes, peo-’
ple know they've’

REP LYNN MARTIN
.o+ “not the kind of help I wanted"

shrugged Coos County Treasurer

. Paul Fortier (R), who also attended

the breakfast. “Because of concern

“over the (federal)-deficit, you don’t

find it’s as much of an issue on the
federal level as it is on the state lev-
el,” added Rhona Charbonneau, a
state ‘'senator.-and chairman of the
New Hampshire Republican Party.

Both the economy and the tax is-
sue could spell more trouble for Re-
publican Gov. Judd" Gregg, who is
also seeking reelection this fall,
than_it does for candidates. for fed-
eral office, some bLelieve,

And if a budget agreement in
Washington leads to higher federal

" taxes on ¢igarettes, beer and other

items that New Hampshire relies on

" for-revenue, it could make it harder

for the state to balance its own bud-
get, Sytek noted.
Voter tolerance of Bush's rever-

- sal on taxes is underscored by the
> fact that the only major Republican
-.office holder who supports the pres-

ident’s position—Sen. Warren B.
Rudman  (R-N.H)—is also the
state’s most popular politician, ac-
cording to a recent Boston Globe-
WBZ-TV goll,

If anything is going to threaten
New Hampshire Republicans at the

- polls this fall, it is the economy, and

the best way. to rekindle, economic

‘growth is to bring down interest
" rates by cutting the deficit, Rudman

contends,

-i80 long as he does not agree to
an increase in income taxes, New
Hampshire voters will Bo along with
any Bush-blessed tax increases, es-
pecially'if. the result is a renewal of

economic growth, Rudman said.

Then why are his colleagues so

inevitable,” |
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By Paula Span,
Washington Post Staff Writer
NEW YORK, Sept. 12—We can

probably say, without fear of contra-
diction, that this was the most elegant

publishing' party ever thrown to

launch a book written by a dog.
Tonight's reception for “Millie’s
)" the relentlessly heartwarming
memoirs of the First Spaniel "as dic-
tﬁted to ?arlblara Busllcq” took gce in:
the stately Pierpont Morgan Library, -
where the fabled financier stashed his
- collection of antique volumes in inlaid .

wooden cases, Beneath the gilded ceil- -

ing murals, waiters .passed ‘salmon
mousse canapes and grapes 10 ed in-
fole gras.

The author—-curlously, for a book '
party—was not in attendance, Ghost~
writer Barbara Bush, who was, con-
veyed the appropriate regrets, Millie,

she explained, “has to greet the Prez’

when he comes home from.the office, :,-'.'

These are“tough-times;” and some™

member of the family has to be there,”

In fact, as a result of sitting i on. -
moming briefings, . Millie. probably
knows more’ about the Pers

Security Council, Mrs, Bush said, She
described Millie's mood through these
anxious ‘weeks as “like the presi-
dent'’s—cool and calm, knowing
they're doing the right tlung "
It was that sort of anthropomorphic
evening, Lisa Drew, Millie's editor at
Morrow, was exulting that .

. the book had gotten.a rave review

from Garfield, the normally irascible -
cartoon cat, In this Sunday’s New
York Times Book Review.. Howard
Kaminsky, - chairman  of the Hearst ..
trade. boolc division (Morrow's corpo-
rate parent), said that “Millie’s Book”
was just arriving in bookstores and.
“seems to be starting to sell right out
of the 'gats. if that's an ap Proprlate
image for a book by.a dog.” He also
quipped—-and-. didn't even apolo-
gize—that “we're expecting it to sell
through the dog days of next year.”
The thing is, it might. Hours before
- the reception, Morrow ordered a third
prlntlng of 25,000, bringing the press
to date:to.a serious 170,000
coples. The previous-publishing effort

by a Bush:spaniel—"C, Fred's Story,” .

published by Doubleday in 1984 when
George was still the Vice Prez—sold
a mere 20,000 copies or so. That's
probably a canine record of some sort,
unless Rin Tin. Tin or Lassie once -
waxed autoblographlcal (we re check- .

sian Gulf
risis .th e except the presi-- - :
Se,‘;‘{f mgaé'mg?ﬂ?gtmﬁd"me Na‘t’if)nal Barbara Bush with her dog‘s book at yesterdny (] reoeptlon.

ing on-this), but.mere klbble cor'n-l.‘i.v,

pared with the prospects for “Millie’ s
Book.”

The Barbara Bush Foundatlon for.: .
Family Literacy stands to gain from -

_the accompanying hoopla though it is"

a bit misleading to say (as-the book :

does) that “all book proceeds w1ll be
donated” to the foundation, ...~ -

The author and her ghostwrlter wrll
‘indeed donate all their:- royalties, :
which have already amounted to at -
least $75,000 from subsidiary sales. -
before a single copy of the book is -
gold, William Morrow is contributing
the first $75,000 of its profits, but
plans to hold on to some of the
hoped-for proceeds beyond that. It
intends, in short, to turn a profit.
. “We'd only be serving tonic water
here tonight if we didn’t expect a
profit,” Kaminsky said, Morrow may..
make further contnbutrons as the
sales figures mount, -

- Like any author, Millie has been

domg the promotional hustle, “Millie -

"had the distinction of (a) being on all
three morning talk shows and (b)
going to sleep on all three morning

talk shows,” reported Mrs, Bush's..
press secretary, Anna_ Perezé Millie’ s:;‘ P
NN i an

“also scheduled to appear on

_ox and absent mtematlonal dxsaster
- or the death of some movie star, om
' the cover. of People, She will even—%:
Barbara Bush promised, holdmg up 4
opy.of-'the. book with a paw print,
ﬂside the.cov r-be domg book srgn-

g8

Naturally, many of her fans and the
I‘lrst Lady’s "turned out to celebrate:
“tonight, Bill Blass'was a drop-by; inte=
.rior_designer Mark Hampton. offered”
“his congratulations; Arnold Scaasi got
@ hug and proclaimed that Millie nevet:
. Interferes with fashion fittings. “She:
sits very quietly and watches us ador-!
“ingly,”. he said, "About 150 otherl
. guests, with less recognizable names:
but crucial affiliations like Walden-1
books, Barnes & Noble and K mart,’

' passe’d‘tluough the recelving line. !

-Will there be future books? Mrs.:
Bush was asked. She noted that Mi}-!

lie's son Ranger had recently returned' :

: -to.the White House"and after shght'
tension.(“at’ first: Millie thought therer
"wasn't room for two dogs in a 93-:
- Yoom house") had settled nicely int’o.
the routine, - -

“Who lmows, maybe it will be Rang- .
er's tum,” she mused. “Maybe the
'the dictation- nergg

.'.'
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Ditferent Tack in the Midterm Races
Campaigning Locally, Bush Rarely Strikes a Partisan Stance

By Ann Devroy.

Washington Post Stalf Writer
SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 19—In
the first midterm election of his
presidency in 1982, Ronald Reagan
traveled the nation asking voters to
choose Republicans to: help him

“Stay the Course.” The GOP lost 26
House seats,

* Four years later, Reagan basked

in record popularity as he traveled
to 22 states telling voters it was the
last time.they could “win one for the
Gipper” by voting Republican. That
;year the GOP lost, eight Senate
. Seats and control of that body and

.».five seats in the House, Tt

<+ George Bush, an active cam:
‘paigner as vice president in 1982
=and 1986, appears to have a differ-
-ent idea for this midterm election;
ZG6 local and low key, "
*” Not for hinr the searing_partisan-
ship of Reagan, who came here in
1986 to accuse Democrats of being

“architects of America's military .

decline,” of playing “fast and loose
with the lives” of soldiers, and of
“looking at your take-home pay as
their own personal treasury.”

And not for him the linking of his
personal success with the election of
Jnjembers of his party, as Reagan did
-in a televised message from the Oval

;Office on the eve of the 1986 elec-

Ztions and as Jimmy Carter and pres-
JAdents before him routinely have
*done in midterm campaigns.

72 “I have embarked on a tough,
-Sometimes unpopular program -to
‘Gontrol inflation in our nation, to
‘stabilize the value of the dollar, to
Jave integrity and purpose and re-
.§’ponsible monetary policy,” Carter

said in the fall of 1978. “If you care

1

.about the maintenance of this effort,

«dnd the success of it, then . . . vote .

sPemocratic.”
« The Democrats lost three seats
A the Senate and 11 in the House
hat year, ,
% For Bush, who helped to raise
85.2 million for GOP candidates
-guring a two-day trip to California
-?nd Colorado that ended today, the
.Hessage is far more pedestrian:
ote for the candidate standing bé-
ide me because he or she is the
‘better man or woman for the people
” .
7of this state, .
= None of the president’s political
‘speeches this year has featured a
stirring call to arms on behalf of him
OF his party. Instead, Bush offers
Agstimonials to the character and
‘qualities of candidates, with party
‘mentioned in passing or not at all,

W

Qn California, president raises funds for gubernatorial candidate Pete Wilson,
e .

At a Colorado GOP fund-raiser in
Denver Tuesday, Bush uttered the
word “Republicah? once and “Dem-
ocrat” not at all. Instead, he ex-
plained his, Persian Gulf and domes-
tic budget-policies in language near-
ly identical to his speech to Con-

gress last week without a hint of -

partisanship. And he praised "this
tremendous ticket we've got here
... this strong team-of congres-
sional challengers ready to fight for
what's best for Colorado and for
this country.” '

In California Tuesday night at a
fund-raiser for Sen. Pete Wilson,
the GOP gubernatorial candidate,
Bush offered a paean of praise for
the candidate and a call not 'to par-'
tisanship but to good citizenship,
“We can serve our country by being
the best candidates, the best citi-
zens, and yes, the best Republicans
and Democrats we can be,” he said.

Starting on this swing, Bush cam-
paign speeches have added an appeal

Jnost likely to stay home.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

to vote. GOP officials said they fear
low turnout will hurt them most and
argue that thousands of younger vot-
ers who cast their ballots for Bush in
1988 and lean Republican are the

~Lyen before the Persian Gulf cri-
sis afid wrenching budget talks made
attacks on Democrats tricky, Bush
generally held his partisan fire, a re-.
flection of the difference between his
presidency and Reagan's. -

“Reagan governed by confronta-
tion; Bush governs by consensus,” a

GOP official said. “It's almost impos- |

sible to be working with guys in
Washington and tearing- them apart
in Oshkosh; 'They [the White House]
don't have a ‘strategy’ of local
themes, they have a necessity.”
GOP officials, many of whom
were involved in Reagan’s two mid-

term efforts, also cite statistical ev- |

idence indicating that even a pres-
See BUSIL, All, Col. 1
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A Low-Key President Works the Hustings |~

BUSH, From A10

iderit as popular as Bush is today
has little ability to affect votes in
congressional *and gubernatorial
elections. In the postwar years, the
party that controlled the White
House has lost an average of four
Senate and 28 House seats in mid-
term elections.

That historic lesson ‘was rein-
forced by the results of a poll con-
ducted in July'by the National Repub-
lican Congressional Committee that
asked voters whether having Bush
campaign for the local GOP congres-
sional candidate would affect their
vote, Mare than 77 percent said it
would make no difference.

Ed Rogers,. a deputy to White

House Chief of Staff John H.

Sununu who coordinates the White
House political operation, said, “We
are persuaded the most important
thing is to help these campaigns run
the most effective campaign they
can. A national theme doesn't lend
itself to that.”. )
According to Sununu, meetings
with Republican candidates and
campaign officials made’ clear that
“a ot of the candidates don't care”
about having a national message
superimposed by Washington over
their campaigns. So Bush, for the
most part, keeps to local themes, If
a candidate is stressing an anti-
crime message, Bush will too. If a
candidate wants to be seen as an

environmentalist, Bush will stress’

that part of his—and the candi-
date’s—record.

Here in" California at one fund-
raiser, Wilson was a grandson of a
policeman who.“means business” in
fighting street crime.. Taday, af a
luncheon he was “a champion of the
environment, a champion 10 Vic-

Ol crime, a champion Ior hard- g

TTAXpAYers. RS
ununu said Bush stresses na-

tional themes but “in a nonpartisan-

way." He said he and the président |
are persuaded that “real hard par-"{"

tisanship bites only in the last 10
days” of a campaign, -

"We . are keeping . our ‘..optibns i

open” to go partisan if, for example,
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the budget talks crumble, Sununu [|: . .0 ..

said. '

Staff researcher Bruce Brown _in
Washington contributed to this
report,

HECH-

. ESPECIALLY FOR

S

%

A15094d ACOD =

oy
L

3 B

ug



