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THE WHITE HOUSE (f;lu

Office of the Press Secretary
(New York, New York)

For Immediate Release March 9, 1989

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO UNITED NEGRO COLLEGE FUND

Imperial Ballroom
Sheraton Center Hotel
New York, New York

7:51 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Michael Jordan, for that
introduction. Barbara and I are delighted to be with you, speaking
before the olives, the celery, the raw carrots. (Laughter.) But
we've got to get back to Washington -- fast. (Laughter and
applause.) The Senate is still in session and our dog is pregnant.
(Laughter.)

I want to just add my voice of congratulations to Gus
Hawkins and Larry Rawl and Paul Simon. You honor three good people.
And I want to thank Hugh Cullman, who gives so much of himself to the
United Negro College Fund, and, of course, salute Chris Edley, a
friend of long-standing.

You know, Paul Simon once wrote a song called simply,
"Cld Friends." And I'm delighted to see my old friends, Bill and Vi
Trent, here with us tonight.

You know, as Michael said -- (applause) -- my association
with the UNCF got started there at Yale University in '48, and Bill
Trent came up to New Haven and talked to a lot of young idealistic
people about his vision for higher education, and he did a superb
job. And so today, when he and Vi flew up with me on Air Force One,
I had this great feeling of rnostalgia. And he is -- his 79th
birthday I think is tomorrow, but in any event, it's great to be with
this old friend way down on the end of the line. (Applause.)

Also with us on Air Force One was another Executive
Director of the UNCF, Art Fletcher, who's here somewhere. But we
have good representation. And you talk about the hard sell, they're
still doing it. (Laughter.)

Tonight, flanked by old friends and, in a real sense,
family, because my brother, John, is active in this crusade, and I
consider many of you here family -- I am grateful for your company.

During my student days at Yale, I first saw the Fund
invest in higher education and in America. And then, as now, it
insisted that excellence become a way of life, and a higher learning
a bequest.

And as undergraduate, I came to grasp what Churchill
talked about when he said, "Personally, I am always ready to learn,
though I do not always enjoy being taught." Well, for nearly
half-a-century, this Fund has taught so that America could learn and
the gentler impulses of mankind was high on the teaching agenda.

And you have helped society's disadvantaged cast off
despair and poverty. And through such friends as Bill Trent and now
Chris and then Frederick D. Patterson -- and, yes, he is still sorely

missed -- you have endorsed liberty, opportunity, and the dignity of
work.
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But most of all, you really have shown how the conscience
and education can fulfill the promise of America -- to right wrong,
to love freedom, to demand equality for all.

And for that, I congratulate you -- and yet, I challenge
you, too. Black and white, together -- we know that America will not
be a good place for any of us to live until it is a good place for
all of us to live. (Applause.)

Most Americans, I'm convinced, believe that government
can be an instrument of healing. There are times when government
must step in where others fear to tread.

- My friends, I share those beliefs, and as President, I
will act on thenmn.

I'm delighted that my Secretary of Education, our
distinguished Secretary of Education Larry Cavazos is with us here
tonight, sitting over here. (Applause.)

For America, it seems to me, means pride -- individually,
culturally, racially. And America means, in the words of Dr. King,
that "injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere."
(Applause.) And it does mean opportunity for those who need jobs and
who dream of owning homes. And it means the hope that tomorrow will
be brighter than today. How can we best inspire that hope and secure
the promise of America? I do believe that the answer is in
education. Education knows no barriers, accepts no limits.

Education is a ladder; it embodies self-respect, not dependency.
Education can give minorities a greater voice, and then make sure
that that voice is heard.

Since 1944, when Dr. Patterson founded the UNCF, your
voice has resounded from colleges like Tuskegee and Morehouse and
Spellman and Fisk. And I'm going to hurt a lot of feelings tonight
because I was in a receiving line, and I was so impressed with the
names that came flowing back as I met the presidents of these
distinguished universities. Black colleges have enobled such
Americans as Leontyne Price, Frank Yerby, Azie Taylor Morton, and our
next Secretary of Health and Human Services, my dear friend, Dr. Lou
Sullivan, who is here with us tonight. (Applause.)

It is said that the woman who Time calls "the silver fox"
-- (laughter and applause) -- was responsible for Lou Sullivan's
being appointed to this Cabinet, and I'll give her some credit.
(Laughter and applause.) I want to gun down the rumor though that I
appointed Lou Sullivan to be Secretary because when as President of
Morehouse Medical School he was working my wife to death as a board
member. And it's rumored I just wanted him to get out of there to
let up on her. Not true. (Laughter.)

As you know, in September 1981, President Reagan signed
that Executive Order 12320, comumitting the federal government to
increase its support of Historical Black Colleges and Universities.

And our goal was to identify, and eliminate, unfair
barriers to participation in federally-sponsored programs. And our
means was to involve the private sector, and to motivate the 27
federal agencies which provide nearly all the federal funding.

And did it work? Did it ever.

In Fiscal '81, Historical Black Colleges received $545
million. Fiscal Year '87 - $684. And moreover, research and
development, which includes funds for non-scientific institutional
development, comprised nearly half of all funding for Historically
Black Colleges. Our White House Science and Technology Advisory
Committee fostered science, math, and engineering programs and
curricula. And this comprehensive HBCU efort has attacked the Four
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Horsemen of the American Night -- illiteracy and inequality,
indigence and fear.

Great beginnings -- crawling before we walk and then run.
Great beginnings. And now let's build on them. And we have done
much, but there remains so much more left to do.

My friends, eight weeks ago I think it was, there in the
White House complex, I met with the presidents of many of the
colleges represented here tonight to probe exactly where we are going
and how. And we discussed faculty development and merit
scholarships, community college grant: and igstitutional planning.
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And from that meeting, and others like it, came six new
initiatives which will help do, nationally, what you have done,
historically: Enrich education, so that education can enrich our
lives. : v

And after listening to your presidents, I proposed that
Congress fund $60 million over four years in endowment matching
grants. We put our money on the table. And now, I want to challenge
the private sector. 1It's a beginning. We need the help of the
private sector. The time has come.

And secondly, if excellence breeds achievement, that
excellence should be rewarded -- in grade schools, in high school,
and at our colleges and university. And so I want Congress to create
a $500 million program to reward America's "merit schools" -~ the
schools which improve the most.

And thirdly, I want it to create special presidential
awards for the best teachers in every state.

And next, I want to see the expanded use of magnet
schools -- to give parents and students the freedom of choice.

And I've also proposed a new program to encourage
"alternative certification" -- to allow talented Americans from every
field to teach in America's classrooms -- school classrooms.

Consider that today, in many areas, a John Updike or an Alex Haley
could not qualify to teach high school creative writing. There is
something wrong and we've got to change that system. (Applause.) My
point is that when rules are so inflexible that creativity and talent
and imagination aren't welcome in our schools, it's time to change
those rules.

And finally, through a new program of National Science
Scholars, I seek to give America's youth a special incentive to excel
in science and math. The National Science Foundation predicts a
shortage of 400,000 scientists by the year 2000. Through excellence
in education, we must and will reverse that trend. And 1 see the
historical black colleges as an enormous resource to do just exactly
that. (Applause.)

And yet, I recognize that these proposals -- all of this
isn't enough. It never is. As Americans, we never are satisfied.
We know that when a dream comes true, it gives rise to even bigger
and better dreams.

And so my appeal tonight is that we work to build a
better America. I feel strongly -- I feel deeply in my heart about
the United Negro College Fund, and I came up to tell you on this
highly successful dinner that Hugh and Chris and Michael and others
here at this dias and all of you out there worked so hard on to make
so successful, I want to help. I want the United States government
to help. And Barbara and I as individuals want to join you in this
enormous power of the private sector to do all we can to help you
achieve your goals and your ideals.

And thank you all and God bless you. (Applause.)

END 8:00 P.M. EST
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THE WHITE HOUSE C
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For Immediate Release March 14, 1989

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE ANTIDEFAMATION LEAGUE

Room 450
0ld Executive Office Building

9:50 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very, very much. This is what
they call a cameo appearance. (Laughter.) I'm here very briefly
before rushing off to the Hilton Hotel, but I just can't tell you how
pleased I am to be with you. I told Abe Foxman here, why, we're
practically going steady -- (laughter) -- because he was down here at
a -- just last -- was it Thursday of last week with the head of a lot
of these most prominent organizations. And I'm delighted to be here
with all of you today. I don't want to speak too long because Bobbie
Kilberg, I think, is next, and she'll kill me. (Laughter.)

But I might say she is doing an outstanding job -- a
friend of long-standing and now in an outreach capacity here, high
level at the White House, and performing with the expertise that we
have come to expect of her. I understand that Secretary Kemp is
coming, or maybe -- has he been, or coming over -- and Dick
Thornburgh, I think, and our Chief of Staff. So you'll have a full
program.

But I'm pleased to be here. I look at these briefing
sessions as a two-way street. I hope that you'll have a chance to
exchange views -- get questions and answers with some, but in any
event, an opinion at a forum for sharing of information and ideas.
Certainly, the meeting that we had with Abe and those from the
organization of presidents was that kind of meeting. And, as I look
around the room, I see many familiar faces and am delighted to be
here.

For three quarters of a century, the Antidefamation
League has played a central role in preserving and protecting that
sacred right of religious freedom. And there is no single greater
contribution that one organization can make to the nation, and for
that you have earned our gratitude, certainly my respect. '

From the time the pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, the
principle of religious freedom and the notion of America as a haven
for those who seek to exercise that freedom has been deeply rooted in
the American heritage. But the ADL knows well that however
well-established religious freedom may be, it can never be taken for
granted. And our national conscience must take note whenever that
freedom is violated and all Americans then must rush in to the
defense of that freedom.

As one of our forefathers wrote nearly 200 years ago, the
government of the United States gives to bigotry no sanction, to
persecution no assistance. May the children of the stock of Abraham
sit in safety under his own vine and fig tree and there should be
none to make him afraid.

I know that the ADL recently issued its annual report
detailing rising incidents of anti-Semitism in 1988. And I want to
come over here to tell you that we must condemn all attacks on the
Jewish religion, the Jewish heritage, clearly, unequivocally, and
without exception. This nation must stand for tolerance, for
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pluralism, and a healthy respect for the rights of all minorities.

And I know many of ‘'you -- and we've worked together in
various common causes many times over the years -- and I hope you
know how deeply I cherish the princ1ple of religious freedom. And I
know how hard you've fought, not only for your own beliefs, but to
protect the principle that recognhizes the rights of all men and women
to worship as they believe right. So we must continue to work
" together as we have in the past to protect these rights -~ zealously
protect these rights for all Americans. Rest assured that my
administration will work to uphold this principle as the very
cornerstone of our freedom. ,

And sometimes they question the power of the President.
And I understand that. But they should never question the
President's willingness to use "the bully pulpit of the White House,™"
as Teddy Roosevelt called it, to speak out for what is just and
right.

I've concentrated today here on just these brief remarks
on antidiscrimination or other subjects of enormous concern. I wish
you could have been there yesterday in the Oval Office to hear a
representative of the Ethiopian Jews -- a man who's living in Israel
now -- make this plea from the heart to continue the flow of the
people there who are still not able to join their families in Israel.
There's that subject. We had a fascinating meeting with Mr. Arens
vyesterday where I reassured him of the United States' commitment to
Israel as a strategic ally and, of course, a lasting friend. And I
think he understands that. I hope that when the Prime Minister of
Israel comes here that we can move forward in some way for the peace
that -- toward the peace that everybody here really aspires for --
hopes that Israel and its neighbors will achieve.

So we're moving. Thank you for letting me drop in in
this cameo appearance. And keep up your commitment, keep up that
commitment to fight against bigotry wherever it may surface.

Thank you all very, very much. (Applause.)

END ) 9:55 A.M. EST



< ' . LAMl-Nf/'S L8852y

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release : March 13, 1989

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ATTORNEYS GENERAL

Roosevelt Room

10:02 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I am just delighted to see this ‘
illustrious group here. I wanted you to meet Bill Reilly, who is our
Administrator of the EPA, and a man whose reputation many of you know
about. And I've prepared just a few remarks that I want to make on
the -- a couple of subjects where this group has been out front. Aand
when I finish, Bill will say a few words.

I would ask your forebearance. I just couldn't pull
mnyself away from watching the Discovery take off, and it's now
airborne and appears to be going well, so I think that is always a
rather tense moment. But the flight is underway.

I would say to Bob and everybody else that this
Association, as I look at your agenda, it's clear to me that this
Association and the White House are fighting the same battles and on
the same agenda. Your reports on environmental protection and also
on drug control strategies got you way out front on these two issues.

"And I think it'’s a good thing. And we are determined to have those

as two prominent agenda items right here in the White House.

Now, the approaches that you've taken reinforce my
conviction that, together, where we have these shared concerns, we're
going to find solutions and we've got to find state and federal roles
that work. We're going to apply limited resources -- and, again, I
wish they weren't as limited, particularly in these two areas. But
we've got to apply the limited resources in a coordinated manner.

At the. federal level, I'm convinced that on many issues
the 'time for study has passed -- on these environmental issues, and I
know that Bill agrees with me. So we are proposing legislation to
reauthorize the Clean Air Act, and I want to work with the Congress
on a comprehensive acid rain program. And, again, I think working
with you all wa can do a lot of throwing the book at those who
angaged in illegal ocean dumping.

Bill is just back from a highly successful international
conference that was opened by Margaret Thatcher in the U.X., and he
can tell you perhaps a little about what went on there. But in these
broad areas of global warming we've got to do better, and we will.

Over the last decade, the states have taken on a key
role, the lead, I might add in many areas, in terms of protecting the
environment. And I view that as good news. I believe that. I still
believe strongly in federalism and I think that's very, very
important.

So I want to work with you on those environmental
questions where we share responsibility. We need to step up that
Superfund cleanup process and improve enforcement. We must assure
compliance with the hazardous waste laws. And where enforcement of
all the laws that protect our environment are concerned, I'd like you
to think about the most serious cases where we've got to move beyond
civil penalties toward criminal enforcement, both as a sanction and
as a deterrent.
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In a few minutes, as I say, Bill willvgive a little more
detail on our environmental agenda, and you will see in him what I
have seen, that he is an expert here, an outstanding ally and a
fellow soldier in this struggle. He also understands the differences
between the state responsibility and the federal, but the need to
work together.

So let me just touch on the other subject that I
mentioned upfront before turning this over to him. We've got to see
that the great cities, indeed some of rural America, that they are no
longer held hostage to the crack dealers. Our schools must not be
locked in a state of seige. And, you know, drugs are like a chemical
-weapons that a society turns on 1tself. And they breed the most
insidious forms of domestic terrorism. And they've got to be stopped
and we've got to vow that they will be stopped.

The budget that I sent up to the Congress a few weeks ago
is a realistic, fiscally responsible plan that identifies key .
priorities requiring our immediate attention. One of these ,
priorities is combatting the scourge of drugs. And that's why I anm
asking for $1 billion in new outlays for the antidrug program.
That's a 47 percent increase over 1988, for a total of $6 billion in
budget authority for 1990. Most of that money, 70 percent of it,
will beef up federal enforcement, provide grants to state and local
law enforcement agencies, build up our prosecution, detentions, and
1nte111gence-gather1ng strength.

AS chief legal officers, you know about enforcement. And
you know how vital it is. And as my budget makes clear, I wanted to
vote unprecedented resources to enforcement. But clearly, we've got
to do more. This war won't be won by police work alone. Where
there's demand, supply will always rise to meet it. And where
there's no demand supply is useless. And that's why I was glad to
see your Blueprlnt for Drug Control Strategy broadens the goals of
.enforcement.

" You say reduc1ng demand must be the ideological
cornerstone of any coherent drug enforcement policy. And you're
right -- enforcement strategies must look beyond effects to causes.
Drug education, treatment, prevention, provide our best hope for
long-term solution, especially with the kids =-- especially with our
'kids. And we need to tell them, of course, to say no, but we've also
got to give them the wisdom to know why and the skills to know how to
say no.

I want to ask you to continue looking closely at these
drug enforcement programs. How can they help reduce demand? Less
demand means more success on the war on drugs and, to the extent you
can cut demand, you can make your jobs, my job, -and those of everyone
involved a whole lot more rewarding.

our financial resources may be limited, but our resolve
is unlimited. And with that limitless resolve, I know that we can
inspire every child, teacher, and parent, every community group,
religious institution, and tenant association, and every business and
professional organization in this country, and then, united in common
resolve, we will be truly invincible. .

I've said before that we have more will than wallet, but
the only limits on our will are the limits we place on ourselves. We
can, we must build a culture of zero tolerance and then we'll send a
message loud and clear to those who take drugs, and take our 1en1ency
for granted -- the party is over.

. And so I will simply end by telling you about a visit I
had to the DEA up in New York. It was most interesting, and it was
addressing all our agents. And I know many of you have worked with:
them and, like you, I was very much 1mpressed by the caliber of the
young men and women. You wonder what does it take to be a person
that knows now that the culture has changed, that their 11ves are
literally on the line?
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‘After meeting with the big group we went into a small
meeting room and talked to the agents themselves, those that were
undercover. And one of them explained it to me this way. It used to’
be if there was a drug bust people would say "police", or "DEA" or
"FBI", or whatever it is, and the bad guys would stop what they were
doing and, you know, submit to arrest. Now the culture has changed
-- the bad guys turn around and start shooting. And so it really
drove home to me the need to support these enforcement officers with
changes in the law and whatever else it's going to take. The penalty
in some areas for killing a policeman is the same as being caught
with "x" ounces of drugs on you.:  And so how can there be any
incentive if we don't have some differentiation.

This is your business; you know this. But we would
welcome recommendations to our Attorney General and to the White
House on how best to effect the kind of changes that are going to be
necessary in that aspect of the problenm.

Now back to the first agenda item -- the environment.
Blll has got a good way of building bridges between people. He's the
first kind of certified environmentalist to be in this important post-
and he's been called the "Great Includer." You can figure that our
when you listen to him, but he's devoted his career really to
protecting our land, air and water. He has my complete confidence.
I expect when you've dealt with him for a while he'll have yours. I
ask that you give him your full cooperation because, again, like the
whole question of the second agenda item, this first one, the
environment and the need to preserve it and to hand our kids
something a little better than we found, is absolute priority.

So with no further ado and the only regret that I won't

- have-a chance-to visit more informally with each and every one of

you, thanks for coming. And let me introduce you to Bill Reilly, who
I know will have your full support.

Bili, all yours. (Applause.)

END  10:13 A.M. EST
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(Essav]
GHETTOIZED
BY BLACK UNITY

From the epilogue to The Content of Qur Char-
acter: A New Vision of Race in America, by
Shelby Steele, to be published this summer by St.
Marun's Press. Steele's essay “The Recoloring of
Campus Life: Student Racism, Academic Plural-
ism, and the End of a Dream” appeared in the Feb-
ruary 1989 issue of Harper's Magazine. He is a
professor of English at San Jose State University in
alifornia.

Ihere are many profound problems facing

- black America today: a sweiling black under-

class; a black middle class that declined slightly
in size during the Eighties; a declining number
of black college students: an epidemic of teen-
age pregnancv, drug use, and gang violence;
continuing chronic unemplovment; astound-
ingly high college and high school dropout
rates; an increasing number of single-parent
families: a disproportionately high infant mor-
tality rate: and so on. Against this despair it
might seem almost esoteric for me to ralk about
the importance of individual identity and possi-
bilitv. Yet | have come rto believe that despite
the existing racism in todav's America, opportu-
nity is the single most constant but unexploit-
ed aspect of the black condition. The only wav
we will see the advancement of black peopie
in this country s for us to focus on develop-
ing ourselves us individuals and embracing
opportunity.

[ have come to this conclusion over time. In
the late Sixues, | was caughr up in the new spir-
it of black power and pride that swept over black
America like one of those storms that change

-0 HARPER'S MAGAZINE  MAY 1990
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the landscape. I will always believe this storm
was inevitable and, therefore, positive in many
ways. What | gained from it was the power to be
racially unapologetic, no mean benefit consid-
ering the long trial of patience that blacks were
subjected to during the civil rights movement.
But after a while, by the early Seventies, it be-
came clear that black power did not offer much
of a blueprint for how to move my life forward:
it told me virtually nothing about who [ was as
an individual or how I might live in the world as
myself. Of course, it was my mistake to think it
could. But in the late Sixties, “blackness” was
an invasive form of collective identity that cut
so deeply into one’s individual space that it
seemed also to be an individual identity. It came
as something of a disappointment to realize that
the two were not the same, that being “black”
in no way spared me the necessity of being
myself.

In the early Seventies, without realizing it, |
made a sort of bargain with the prevailing black
identity—I subscribed in a general way to its
point of view so that | could be free to get on
with my life. Manv blacks [ knew did the same.

And what were we subscribing to? Generally,
I think it was a form of black identity grounded
in the spirit of black power. It carried a righ-
teous anger at and mistrust of American society;
it believed that blacks continued to be the vic-
tims of institutional racism, that we would have
to maintain an adversarial stance toward soci-
etv. and that a tight racial unity was necessarv
both tor survivai and advancement. This identi-
ty was, and is, predicated on the notion that
those who burned vou once will burn you again,
and it presupposes a deep racist reflex in Ameri-
can lite that will forever trv to limit black
possibility.

I think it was the space | cleared for myself by



This photograph of the Riverside Lounge in Shaw, Mississippi, was taken by Bimey Imes. [t will appear in Juke
Joint, a collection of his work to be published by the University Press of Mississippi in July. Imes's Mississippi
Delta photographs are in the permanent coilections of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum of
Modern Art in New York City. Imes lives in Columbus, Mississippi.
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loosely subscribing to this identity that ulti-
mately put me in conflict with ic. It is in the
day-to-day struggle of living on the floor of a so-
ciety, so to speak, that one gains a measure of
what is possible in that society. And by simply
living as an individual in America—with my
racial-identity struggle suspended temporarily—
[ discovered that American society offered me,
and blacks in general, a remarkable range of

opportunity if we were willing to

pursue it.
In my daily life I continue to experience racial
indignities and slights: This moming I was told

" that blacks had too much musical feeling (soul,

[ suppose) to be good classical musicians; yester-
day I passed two houses with gnomish black
lawn jockevs on their front porches; my chil-
dren have been called *“nigger,” as haveI; [ wear
a tie and carry a briefcase so that my students on
the first dav of class will know ['m the professor;
and so on. [ also know that acrual racial dis-
crimination persists in many areas of American
life. 1 have been the victor in one housing-
discrimination suit, as were my parents before
me. My life is not immune to any of this, and |

will never endure it with élan. Yet I-have also
come to realize that, in this same society, [ have
been more in charge of my fate than [ ever
wanted to believe and that though I have been

- limited by many things, my race was not fore-

most among them.

The point is that both realities exist simulta-
neously. There is still racial insensitivity and
some racial discrimination against blacks in this
society, but there is also much opportunicy.
What brought me into contlicr with the prevail-
ing black identity was that it was almost entirelv
preoccupied with the former to the exclusion of
the latter. The black identity I was subscribing
to in the Seventies—and that still prevails
roday—was, essentially a “wartime” idenrtity
shaped in the confrontational Sixties. It saw
blacks as victims even as new possibilities for ad-
vancement opened all around.

Why do we cling to an adversarial, victim-
focused identity and remain preoccupied with
white racism! Part of the reason, I think, is that
we carTv an inferiority anxiety—an unconscious
fear that the notion that we are inferior mav, in
fact. be true—that makes the seizing of oppor-
tunity more risky for us, since setbacks and fail-
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ures may seem to confirm our worst fears. To
avoid this risk we hold a victim-focused identity
that tells us there is less opportunity than there
actually is. And, in fact, our victimization itself
has been our primary source of power in soci-
ety—the basis of our demands for redress. The
paradoxical result of relying on this source of

power is that it rewards us for continuing to see

ourselves as victims of a racist society and im-
plies that opportunity itself is something to be
given instead of taken.

This leaves us with an identity that is at war
with our own best interests, that magnifies our
oppression and diminishes our sense of possibil-
ity. I think this identity is a burden for blacks,
because it is built around our collective insecur-
ity rather than a faith in our human capacity
to seize opportunity as individuals. It amounts
to a self-protective collectivism that focuses on
black unity instead of individual initiative. To
be “black” in this identity, one need only mani-
fest the symbols, postures, and rhetoric of black
unity. Not only is personal initiative unneces-
sary for being “black” but the successful exercise
of initiative—working one's way into the mid-
dle class, becoming well-off, gaining an impor-
tant position—may, in fact, jeopardize one’s
“blackness,” make one somehow less black.

This sort of identity is never effective and
never translates into the actual uplift of black
people. Though it espouses black pride, it is
actually a repressive identity that generates a
victimized self-image, curbs individualism and
initiative, diminishes our sense of possibility,
and contributes to our demoralization and iner-
tia. Uplift can only come when many millions
of blacks seize the possibilities inside the sphere

[Correction)]

PRINT THE
RIGHT THING

This correction appeared in the December 14,

- 1989, New York Times.

A television review on Tuesday about the
MTV program Decade misattributed a remark
about the Reagan administration. The com-
ment, that it became “fashionable to be racist”
during those vears. was made by the filmmaker
Spike Lee, not by Lee Atwater, the Republican
national chairman.
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of their personal lives and use them to move
themselves forward. Collectively we can resist
oppression, but racial development will always

be, as Ralph Ellison once put it, “the

gift” of individuals.
Ihere have been numerous government at-

tempts at remedying the list of problems | men-
tioned earlier. Here and there a prdgram has
worked:; many more have been failures. Clearly,
we should find the ones that do work and have
more of them. But my deepest feeling is that, in

. asociety of increasingly limited resources, there

will never be enough programs to meet the
need. We black Americans will never be saved
or even assisted terribly much by others, never
be repaid for our suffering, and never find that
symmetrical, historical justice that we cannot
help bur lonig for.

As Jean-Paul Sartre once said, we are the true
“existencial people.” We have always had to
create ourselves out of whole cloth and find our
own means for survival. I believe that black
leadership must recognize the importance of this
individual initiative. They must preach it, tell -
it, sell it, and demand it. Our leadership has
locked at government and white society very -
critically. Now they must help us look at our-
selves. We need our real problems named and
explained. otherwise we have no chance to
overcome them. The impulse of our leaders is to
be “polirical,” to keep the society at large on
edge, to keep them feeling as though they have
not done enough for blacks. And, clearly, they .
have not. But the price these leaders pay for this . -
form of “politics™ is to keep blacks focused on an
illusion of deliverance by others, and no illusion
weakens us more. Qur leaders must take a risk.
They must tell us the truth, tell us of the free-
dom and opportunity they have discovered in
their own lives. They must tell us what they tell
their own children when they go home at night:
to study hard, to pursue their dreams with disci-
pline and effort. to be responsible for them-
selves, to have concern for others, to cherish
their race and at the same time build their own
lives as Americans. When our leaders put a
spotiight on our victimization and seize upon
our suffering to gain us ineffectual concessions, -
they inadvertently turn themselves into en-
emies of the truth. not to mention enemies of
their own people. '

I believe that black Americans are freer today
than ever before. This is not a hope: this is a
tealitv. Racial harred has not vet left the Ameri-
can landscape. Who knows how or when this
wiil occur. And ver the American black, sup-
ported by a massive body of law and, for the
most part, the goodwill of his fellow citizens, is
basicaily as free as he or she wants to be. For
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every white | have met who is a racist, | have
met twenty more who have seen me as an indi-
vidual. This, [ am not ashamed to say, has been
my experience. [ believe it is time for blacks to
begin the shift from a wartime to a peacetime
identity, from fighting for opportunity to seiz-
ing it. The immutable fact of late-twentieth-
century American life is that it is there for
blacks to seize. Martin Luther King did not live
to experience this. But then, of course, on the
night before he died, he seemed to know that he
would not. From the mountaintop he had
looked over and seen the promised land, but he
said, “l may not ger there with you...” [ won't
say we are snuggled deep in the promised valley
he saw beyond the mountain: everyday things
remind me that we are not. But | also know we
have it better than our greatest leader. We are
on the other side of his mountaintop, on the
downward slope toward the valley he saw. This
is something we ought to know. But what we
must know even more clearly is that nothing on
this earth can be promised except a chance. The
promised land guarantees nothing. It is only an
opportunity, not a deliverance.

[Speech]

GOOD COP,
BAD COP

From a speech by South African president
E. W. de Klerk to the country’s 500 highest-ranking
police officers at a closed meeting in January. The
speech was recorded secretly by-someone who at-
tended the meeting.

I know that the govemment's decision to al-
low protests and marches to take place, to re-
lease senior African National Congress leaders,
and to open up keaches to all people has raised a
number of questions in the minds of many peo-
ple. I want the South African Police to analyze
the situation with me.

Until now the police have been required to
perform two types of functions. One was to han-
dle typical crime situations—murder, rape,
etc. —which will always be tasks of police forces
all over the world. Bur you also had other tasks
to tulfill, those fundamentally connected to a
specific political policy.

Let us rake swimming as an example. In
the turure, you will be required to police the
beaches to prevenrt theft and assault, but you
will never again be required to say to someone,
“Hey, you are not allowed to swim here because
of the color of your skin.” When people gather

for political purposes, you will be required to
maintain law and order and to ensure that the
laws of the land are not transgressed. But you
will no longer be required to prevent people
from gathering to canvass support for their
views.

This is the political arena, and we want to
take the police out of it. We as politicians must
take full responsibility for politics. As ordinary
citizens, policemen have the liberty and free-
dom to vote the party of their choice. But in the
execution of their duties, they must ensure that
normal activities—whether swimming or hold-
ing political meetings—take place in an orderly
and lawful fashion. This is the direction we are
taking, and [ want you to make peace with this
new line.

Ler me assure you, the government has not
become weak-kneed or changed its views on the

: [Carr.xpai-gn.Commércials]

MYDEATHROWIS ..
LONGER THAN YOURS

s

These two thmy second campaign commercxals
were broadcast on television in Texas prior to

“state’s gubernatorial primaries in March. The first
commemal was aired by Texas secretary of state

" Jack Rains, a Republican candidate; the second was

aired by former Texas governor Mark Whue. a
DemocraL Both candxdates lost .

~
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‘jACK RAINS: 1 fought to See thak we put a billion
" dollars into new prison construction. I want to

make sure we have adequate capacity so that
violent offenders, those who are threats to soci-
ety, are not out on the streets. I want to keep
those dangerous people off the streets and out of
our faces. | want to treat those people like the
garbage they are. I'm going to put ‘em in that
can. and I'm going to sit on the lid.

.

MARK WHITE: These hardened criminals will
never again murder, rape, or deal drugs. As gov-
ermnor, | made sure they received the ultimate
punishment—death. And Texas is a safer place
for it. But tough talk isn't enough. The crimi-
nals know how to rangle up the court and delay
execution. To bring them to jusrice takes
strength and dedication. because it the governor
flinches, they win. Only a governor can make
an execution happen. [ did. And [ will.

.,
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT ALCORN STATE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT

Alcorn State University
Lorman, Mississippi

11:15 A.M. CDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all, and especially, my thanks
to you, Dr. Washington. You know, last month we commemorated the ‘
bicentennial of the American presidency. And, Walter, I have to tell
you -- after all these actors in powdered wigs ~- it is a relief to
stand beside someone who really is "President Washington." (Laughter
and applause.) Good morning.

But to you and your wonderful faculty here at Alcorn, I
Just say I am delighted to be here. Incidentally, Dr. Washington's
ears should have been burning because when I road down on the '
helicopter from Jackson with the two United States Senators from
Mississippi, they were telling me in considerable detail more than I
knew from my briefing papers of this man's commitment to excellence.
And so I salute him and his service to this wonderful university.
(Applause.) .

Lieutenant-Governor Dye, it's a pleasure to be with you,
sir. I'm, of course, delighted that Thad Cochran and Trent Lott are
with us today, a tribute to all here. 1I'm very pleased that my good
friend, Sonny Montgomery, a Congressman whose home is in Meridian, is
here. We're in Congressman Mike Espy's district, and I salute him.
Congressman Mike Parker is here, and many other distinguished guests.
I also want to say thanks to all of them.

4 Congratulations also to the families and the friends and
the fans of these students. But I think most of all, to the Alcorn
State University Class of 1989, we salute yYou and I'm proud to be

with you. (Applause.) You've been part of what they call "the

Alcorn family." And this is a day for the family. But it's your own
individual families -- the mothers and fathers and grandparents
gathered here -- that I want to congratulate. 1In a very private way,
your years of hard work and your years of sacrifice and, yes, love
for your sons and daughters have brought this moment to pass. And I
think you, really -- although the first round of applause has died
now -- I think you all really deserve the first round of applause. -
The parents and the grandparents of the graduates here today.
(Applause.)

I know how deadly long graduation speeches can be. I'll
never forget Yale University where I went. A man got up, he says,
"I'm going to give you a brief graduation speech. And I will choose,
because our school has a short name —- Y, Y —— is for youth." He
went on for about 30 minutes -- "and then it's A, altruism."
(Laughter.) Another 20 -- L, loyalty. Rushed that off in about 18
minutes. And then, of course, E, for excellence. He concluded about
an hour and half after he started. And there was one person left,
his head bent in prayer. And the minister, the speaker, very touched
by it, said, "well, sir, I see that you are praying for these

values." The man said, "No, no." He said, "I wasn't praying for the
values. I was giving thanks to the Lord that I did not go to Alcorn
State University in Lorman, Mississippi." (Laughter.)

I'l1l try to be a little more considerate.



Dr. David Matthews, in his lovely invocation, alluded to
family. He alluded to some of the problems that we face. And the
American family has been under siege in recent times. But as the
months unfold, I've become more and more certain that the answer to
our problems can be found in the strength of the American family.
Looking around this room, you can sense the feeling of pride -- and
it's a powerful force for good. And as President, I will do
everything I can to promote the family -- excellence in education; to
protect the family, in the fight against narcotics; and to reaffirm
the family values that brought your kids through these four
challenging years. (Applause.)

For some American families -- those fortunate families
where children are raised assuming that they'll have the opportunity
to go to college -- the drama of today's ceremony is difficult to
appreciate. Many of you are the first, though, in your families ever
‘to attend college ~- let alone stay the course through graduation.

And the economic transformation wrought by the
historically black colleges such as Alcorn is nothing less than
astounding: while 85 percent of the United Negro College Fund alumni
come from blue-collar families, almost all go on to professional or
managerial positions. And in many cases, they're the first blacks to
hold these particular positions. It's an exciting tradition -- and
one of the most under-appreciated success stories in America.

It's also a tradition that is close to my heart, because
way back in 1948, when I was a senior at Y-A-L-E, 41 years ago, my
wife, Barbara -- still my wife, Barbara; then she and I had been
married just a few years -- we began participating in the United
Negro College Fund. and in the 40 years since then, we've continued
to try to do our small part. And even before becoming President --
back in January, just a week before the Inauguration -- Dr. '
Washington and some of his colleagues came to Washington, D.C., met
with me to talk about how the new administration can best support
this unique tradition. »

And some good ideas came out of that gatherirng. And
several are already in effect -- begun last month in the meeting that
he alluded to when Dr. Washington and others joined me in the Rose
Garden to launch the President's Board of Advisors on Historically .
Black Colleges and Universities.

And now, I understand that several of today's graduates
are going to be joining in federal service -- in agriculture, ,
defense, transportation and other critical areas. And I'm proud of
you, and we welcome you, and we need excellence in federal service. .
America needs your talents. And that's not idle talk. Last month's
order also directed that the federal personnel office develop a
program to improve recruitment at Alcorn and similar colleges for
part-time and summer positions, to help people get. started in the
concept of federal public service. (Applause.)

And I understand that a campaign is underway here now to
raise a half a million dollars through a federal challenge grant
program. Recently, I signed an order bringing $60 million in new
funds to boost the endowment matching grants available to schools
like Alcorn.

As I told the college presidents who gathered at the
White House last month, these new initiatives are just a start. More
must be done,

But on a day like today, there is much of which we can be
oroud. Alcorn has come a long way since 1948. That was the landmark
year that Alcorn first earned its "a" rating as an accredited
college. And that was the year "The Stretch" was finally paved -- a
milestone that was resoundingly cheered by the graduating class.
(Applause.)

MORE



Do you know how many graduated back in 19482 Trivial
Pursuit question -- how many? Sixty in number -- barely a fifth of
the total receiving degrees today -- a ceremony so small that it fit
comfortably into the Oakland Chapel.

And like my classmates in Connecticut, many of the men at
Alcorn in 1948 were veterans, soldiers who had fought for democracy
-- many of them serving in segregated units. And like many of you
today, the Alcornites of 1948 were graduating with skills that would
enable them to feed the hungry, nurse the sick, and reach out to help
the young through education.

Future Pittsburgh Steeler Jack Spinks -- the first black
pro athlete to come out of Mississippi -- was getting ready to start
his freshman year. He would soon be practicing in a ramshackle
wooden building that everyone called the "0ld Chicken Coop." And
Jack says that when it rained during basketball games, the roof
leaked so bad that people had to keep their umbrellas open. The
modern field house in which we're gathered today was not then even a
dream. And Jack, I am told, is somewhere out here today -- and I
understand that his youngest son is part of the graduating class.
(Applause.)

But thase 40 years of schooling that separate father and
son -- the years that separate them -- embrace an era of tremendous
change -- for Alcorn and for the United States of America -- a time
of upheaval and, finally, a time of growth and maybe something like
wisdom.

Not everything has changed. The threads woven through
the fabric at Alccrn -- and anyplace where excellence is sought --
are what used to be called simple family values. We're not talking
about two sets of values. Family values are the same regardless of
race, color, or creed. Family values -- they'ré not complicated.
Honesty, faith, frugality, acceptance of responsibility, the
importance of work, a tradition of helping one's neighbor.



Martin Luther King argued that "intelligence is not
enough."”™ He said, "Intelligence plus character -- that is the goal
of the true education.”

Well, you here at Alcorn are lucky. This is a place
where -- as your old football coach put it -- “"the air is a little
bit cleaner, the grass is a little bit greener, and the water is a
little bit sweeter -- it's just a little bit closer to heaven."
(Applause.) You see, this place has character -- it is a university
with a mission. And to paraphrase a new song that's climbing the
charts this month, this special, secluded college has been "the wind
beneath your wings."” And for you -- and for young Americans
graduating all across this country this month -- it is time for you
to take that wind and soar.

And for some of you, I hope there comes a day when you
ride those winds into the political arena, to fight for what you
believe in, to grapple not only with your own dreams, but also those
of your countrymen.

But politics is hardly the only arena where a new breeze
is blowing. Some of you will land in business, maybe even start a
business where you can create jobs adding to the opportunity of other
Americans. And that's public service too.

: Now, business can be pretty rough and tumble. But
America is successful because we're a nation of risk-takers. The
Alcorn Braves know that you can't steal second base and keep one foot
on first. That's profound. (Laughter.) Others will teach the next
generation and put wind beneath their wings. Your touch tone should
be excellence, accountability and choice. The system -- the
educational system must offer parents quality choice in education.
Alcorn's a good example. But our schools must also be more
accountable and those of you who will know the joy of helning a child
learn are an important part of that responsibility. Others are
headed for health care, agriculture, journalism, the professions.

Whatever you choose, it is within you to change the world
and any definition of a successful life must, of course, include
serving others. As each of you begins a new life today, you may
fairly ask, will my future be secure? This isn't just a domestic
question. TIt's a foreign policy question. For the past 40 years,
the United States and the Soviet Union have been engaged in a
struggle because the Soviets have chosen to stand apart from and
opposed to the world family of nations.

Yesterday I announced a n<w policy for the 19290's, one
that moves beyond our country just trying to contain the Soviet
Union. It sets a goal of bringing the Soviet Union into the world
community, a policy of reintegration if you will. And if we succeed,
I can guarantee to you and your kids that the future you know is
going to be safer and the world you know will be freer. This I see
as a primary objective of any President of the United States of
America. As the Soviet Union moves towards greater openness and
democratization and as they meet the challenge of responsible
international behavior, we will match their steps wi h steps of our
own. '

Today, every senior here is an educated man or woman,
proud, self-assured. With all the cockiness of youth, some of you --

I hope most of you -- must be feeling like anything is possible
today.

Well, trust those instincts. Everyone has a dream.
Everyone has something to give.

Last month I saw a new movie, maybe some of you all saw
it -- a movie about baseball and about faith -- in which Burt
Lancaster pcnders the power of hope. And he asks: "Is there enough
magic out there in the moonlight to make this dream come true?"

MOR®




Well, I have come to Mississippi today because the magic
of America, and the magic of our times, means believing that your
best days -- that our best days -= are g$till to come. Born in an era
of peace and educated in times of relative prosperity, your K
generation can look to a new century rigch with unimaginable

~ opportunities. '

d yes, there is enough magic out there -- enough for
all Americans. nd yes, you can seize the magic with the power of
your own hands --“and with the skills begueathed to you by this
special university. TAnd yes, just as Algorn's 1988 yearbook was -
dedicated to Dr. King, you can honor his .memozy by doing what he

taught this nation to do -- to have a drgam -=- aid to work every day
to make that dream come true. g :
s
Americag;séﬁroud of you and of your families that you
fepresent. God bless you in the challenge to come. And God bless
the United States of America. I am honored to be your guest today. !

Thank yig},/ pplause.)
- END © 11:34 A.M. CDT
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ANO OTr course, TNEre are more single~parent ramiiies togay tnan ever perore.

ANG OLTTICULT TNOUGN TNAat may De, mOST S1NGLE Parents are raising nappy,
Well~aojusteno K10S WiTn TNE NneLp Of ramily and friengs. Iney've got to araw on
LNeir own 1nner STtrength. imaging tor JUST a mOment The LONeLy pLignt or a
SINQLE parent wno nas no neip, nas no mONeY, Nas N0 aD1LiTy TO KEepP ner Kias
Trom peing totally LOST -- LOST TO TNE UNNEaitny Lite Of TNe Streets. Ang sa,
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¥ErKing pargnTs -- sORe singLe, SOme Tegewhner. ARG 35 WE Wers I sedve he

LRILE-CATE Profiems OF THIS CoURIry, | am gerermingg 10 profect snriigh ang evelry
gLREr LRUNrCn-spoOnsareg CN1Lg-Careg Center 17 AmMerica. {Ng Chursn musT stay
nyaiveg, ang 1T RUST JOT 08 PUSRE QUL BY WeLll-InTentigneg +egeral 1egisiation.,
ANG 1N TNRAT ERINVrIT, | Qrred sOme Ways IRAT The sovernment CLan nelgq.

i DelLieye 1IN Ine LNiig-Larg IIX oregll rocuseg on TNOSE WhRo neeg suei
2E515IANLCE TNE MRST —— 2ANG L 'M IJLKING IDODUT INE LOW-1RCOME Tamil)y. gUT Tnis
SPPFOIALCH 1S QLrrerent rrom PIsT programs. 1T WOULE empouer parents, #er e
govarhpent, 1L CHRORSE IRE REST LRV TOF TREL1r Chilaren, fe 1T a grangparent, 2
HelgeRler or, Yes, 3 L0024 LhRUNCH. ARG We Neeg T4 Glve Ing RIrenls 8 ongicee in
Thllr chiigren’'s care, NOT IL3Ke 1T 2way.

41

i P2Lognize nonest S1rrerences on Inls QuUesTion.  saMe 1n Longress oo girrer
WITH M,  HUT RErNaRE 1T'E TimMe ITHAT W 53y TNISI JUST 28 WE SROWLE suppart
SINGLE-PIRrENT TAM1L1ES, KWE SNQULE Q450 SUPPONrT TWO-RRrent ramiiies wnerg gne
PRENT CHRRQSES T LANE ror IThE ONI1Laren 2T home. ARG #my proposal 1o one
LORGrEss {088 JUST INIT, ! really peligve 1n my Neart gt Rezris that 1o ols
WrENg T8 gieCriminale FGRAINST LHUFrCN-2RONEOreg CRILD CANE. ARE WhRER 1T Comes o
LN148 LArg, We NEEQ MRre LRUILNES 1RYOLYEeR 3Ng NAT marg goavernment inierventiion.,
€€ PR MOrY CONGregatione Wiin Love 2Ang LoRCern NeLping I8 Lake L£are ar ine
X185, NOT MOre Goverament reguilartians.  Yes, «e heeq Ceriain feguiations sa xigs
LaRN'T S0 1NT2 PLRACEE ITNIAT APVE UNERTE ~~ BE LeTI TNRENrZ., HUT TN 2)CBRSSes Or

reguiation must nOL erefe QUI INg ParTiCIPATIon OF INg HapUISIS Of whoever eise
1T 1S TNAT Are CONCErneg LAGUEGR 18 Iy IO NeLDR INese X1as.

s Rk

ARG 1 GUESS every Presigent sheudg, trom Time 10 Time, relierate mhis -- ar
RIYRE NEX S SOMBEIY ~— PrOTOURE —- RET TEr TRE heyI LRUPLE Or yRars, okay!
itaugnriers Ne, DUT | Q0 [E41eve THRT 2 #resigent shouda relterate, it ne reeds
it, 2R8 L G0, ITRE [Beiier iR SBRANaTICN 4F ChUNLn 3RG SIRATE,  Hresifents mMUsT
TeEL TNAT. BUL CRUPrLR-TELATEA LBRIErS TNAT 4eep gur 4185 IR an gavirohment or
iGYE NG SEUNRE YALUES MUST ROT BE SeN1eg I8 LAreNls WhE CHEEEE Them,

BUL, GR #& Q. L1Nn1i8 €arg 18 ramiiies 15 By 11884t nET 8nougn. +amiiles
nEeq GpRorTUNITY.  AnQ S0, 3G3ain, | WOULO urge support ror tnese enterprise
Z0nes o Dring oppartunity to the parren lOts Or SOuUTn sBronx, or To 1nner
Ealtimore, Or t0 Tne STreets Or watltls, TO rarm TOWNS, anag TO every community 1in
neea.

ANO 1 renew my proposal nere tooay Derore this magnlticent audlence ror

LENENT management OF pUDLIC NOUsing. We Cannot geny any ot our people tne
autonomy ana tne aignity tnat TNey OeServe. Ang Speaking Ot TEenants 1n puolic
nousing, tney aeserve SOMETNINg e.Lse. 3 sSare pLace TO ralse Thnelir cniiaren ano
llve tneir 1lives. ANO s0, 1 Orgereo an aggltional $5U miiillon to HULLUEpariment
Ot HOUsS1Ng and uroan ueveilopment) tne OTNEr gay to evicl Ine arug geaiers trom
puplic nousing. LET's glve TNESE K105 a rignting cnance.

YOU seg, TNEre'S ONe tning L'm SUre or: {r TNE 15,UUU Or Wnatever 1T 15 nere

togay -- your rrienas, your tamllles, your nelgnoors -- gecide -- When America
geciges tnat enough 15 gnougn, The gealers Will nOT Stang a8 chance. Aha L am
getermined to See AMErica Make That Geclslon WN1ie | am Fresioent ot The Unlteo
htdates.

100ay's JOD market -- anog 1t you wlll eXcuse a personal note ot prige, 1
58lUTE my Wite ror ner ertrort 1n Working with some ot you all 1n TNis very
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room towarag tne goal or rull literacy. Iney See tne joD market cnanging.
Angtner 1u years -- nNOt gOlng TO DE 2 QUEesSTIOn Or WNnetner tnere's a jon ror
gveryone. Ing question's going tTO De, aemograpnically: 15 TNEre somepoay

qualitied TO take Tne existinhng Joos IT'Ss cnanging that rast. Ang sa, tne
Market Wiil nOt SETTLE TOr anytning Lless tnan an aputltuge tor rull Lliteracy ang
an aprituge ror SK1ileg lapor. Ang TNOSe wno are incapable —-- ang thney are
great 1n numper ~-- Wlll rall, UNLESS We're carerul, turther ang rurther peninag.

©0, WNAT'S TNE ansSwWer: | See you PoINTing The way. +Or a Century ang a
nair, these CNUrcnes OemoNsSTrated The L1DEerating POWEr Of Learning. No one
DETTEr eXempLlTlES TN1S TragltlOn TNan THE ReVErend Henry ROse. BOrn 1nto
siavery, llperated at age £1, Ne Walkeo all Tne way rrom iexas to virginia,
WOrkeo on the raliroan untll a8 Bapuist SOCIeTY Sponsorea nim at a L1TULE
Seminary 5ChODL. KEVEreno ROSE Was SO POOr ThAat When ne graguatea ne nag to
wear a DOOT On One tO0T and @ ShOe On Tne OTNer. BuT Henry KOSe nagd SOmetning
DETTEr TNan a matcning palr Or SNOES. HEe hal KNOWleage. He nag prige. He naa
taltn 1n LOO. ANG as a Baprisn MiNister, Ne rounced rive ChUrcnes ang TWo
$CNOOLS, £STADLISNING INSTITUTIONS W1TN great Tragltions ot Service that Lilve an
T0 TN1S O0ay. ANO TNere 1S a LESSOn tOr us 1n TN1S remarkaole man's L1Te. It ne
COUlO DEAT TNE OVErwnelming ooas ot S1avery, OpPpression, ano DLATant prejudice
10 leag a communlty, TNEn any ODSTACLe Can DE OVercome; and We must NOT Torget
1T.

Yes, 1 KNOW WE nave a responsipollity 1n Improving equcation, and [ nope tne
proposals 1've sent TO tne Longress Wil 00 tnat. We've got Tto glve parents anag
STUORNTS greater CnoOlCeE. ANO wWnNeh you CchoQsSe One SChooL antd Leave a Dag one
pening, that Dad ohe's going to cnange. Inere are examples or ThRat 1n many or
[NE ClTiEes 1In America wnere CnolcCe nas Deen put 1nto errect. L1'm TalKking magnet
SChoOLs. ARG TN1S MEENS PUDLIC and Private Partnersnips LiKe “bHay Yes 10
tQucation," wnicn Senas 1mpoverisneag minority STudents TtO college. Ang tnis

means increasea support, wnicn 1'm proug TO 00 my DEST On rOr nistorically DIACK
colieges andg unlyersities.

EQUCATION 15 moreg tnan scnoolLing. 11T 1S NOINIng LEsS than The COmMmMUNication

or vaiues. Ang once again, my respects rOr Leading tne wWway. JUSL LOOK rignt
nere 1n New urieans, Wnere the wreater L1DErty Kaprlst Lnurcn 1s preparing
many young men ror aguitnoog tnrougn 1ts slacK mannoog 1ralning erogram. (hat's
a cnurcn tning. obovernment's nOT doing that -— TN church. MEn ana women or
tnat cnurcn got together ang gecloed tnis 15 WNAat we're going to g0. 4 cail 1t
d Thousang points Or Lignt, ano People 1n Tnls country are peginning to
ungerstang now wnat | mean wnen | sSay We musT DEe 1nvYDLvea 1n tne 1llves or
otners.

t0 gET TO SCnooL, TO gET TO WOrk, TD get D a cniig-care center, ramilles

mMUST alsC DE Tree To WalKk TNe STreets WITnout tear. Ang togay rreegom trom rear
-= Nno, YyOU KNOW 1T @S WeLlL as 1 00 -- 1T Means trreegom rrom arugs. Ang tnat 15§
Wiy 1uesgay nignt 1 announcea our nation's tirst comprenensive, cooralnatea
41L1-0uT assult, a national strategy, a way to attack Tne arug menace on gvery
rront.

1 DELIEYVE TNat TNE LONgQress wantis 1O WOrKk Witn me on this. Yes, 1 unhaerstano
nopogy's going to 00 1T exactly my way. | woulo De very cioseg-mingeg 1t |
5alg, You ¢an't nave TN1s cChange or anotner, or We Can‘t make Ttnis PaET QT+ LE
perter -- anotner. HBUL TNLS 15 NO Time tOor parctisan carping. We nave CcOome out
W1Tn tne rirst national strategy, ang | want the SUpportT or €very memper ot
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Longress.: bemocrat, RepubLican allke. nere's a LlOT Or Times wWe can piay

partisan poilltrics, ang L'li GET 1N TNEre With TNe DesST Of TNem. uon'tT L1Ke to
TOO mucn, DUT NOW TNAT L'Mm PreslOent, | KINO O W1Sh TNey'd 40 1T my way. | ‘
recognize that tnere‘'s QlTrerences nere, DUT NOT On TN1S One, NOT 35 Our Country
Iries to COme up Witn a hational STrategy and tnen tignt Tne narcotics That are
FIPPING Oft an0 K1LiLllhg The K14s Ot TNR1S COUNTry, TheLr very soul. [1ime to come
tOgetner -- TNE r1rst TIME 1n Our n1story -- pass a hatlonal Strategy to rignt
orugs, anc 1'0 WeLCOME your ertorts ang your SUpport on that DenaLr.
|

LET me cOme pack 1 mINUTE TO NEW Urieans, O0eCause Wnen | was coming aown

nere, Ttne LoOngressmen reminoeg me -- ana LONGgresswoman s0ggs 35 Well -~ That
tnings are going -- you KNOW, We've gOT SOMe pProDlemS 1N New Urieans, L1Ke
Every c1ty 1n tne worid. Ufr COUrse, TNEre are Propiems. BUT PROPLE Are rolling
Up TNElr SL1EEeVES rignt nere. yrug-tree zZones have Deen SeT Up TO hNelp make

NEW Urieans a Sarer piace. WeST Ot Nere, 64U miies Or 1ess, (n1Dogoeaux,
LOu1s1ana, a LOCal POLICE SEeU an example -- I Want 1O Say Thatl mayDe The rirst
SuCh pOL1CE TOrCE 1N The COUNTrY TnAat SBTL WNAat they Call a arug-tree pollce
tOrce DY VOLUNEEring out TNEre TO TaKe Orugs LOorug TesTs) ano DE Sure the puner
poLice orricers stay Oft Or Qrugs. INAt's @XacTLy TNe Kiha Of uniteg errort
TNAT We NEEe] 1T AMErica 1S golng TO Wih TNE War on arugs. Inere are 1uu miiilon
poOlnts Of LIGNT OUT THNEre, and ['ve JUST ClTed TWO Of Tthem nere.

0 provige cniio care, Improve equcation, TO Create OppOrtunity, OBreat orugs
-~ There are STEPS TO STrengtnening tne ramiiy That requlire notning Less than a ‘
S5USTalnea national errory, a NATtlOnaL partnersnip. | DEL1evE gOvernment can ang
SNhOULO DE @ STrong parther, DUT | 3L50 DELIRVE TNAl TNE answer, or TNe SoLution ‘
I0 The S0Clal Proplems raclng us, ULTIMATely OBPEna On WNat you ang your
communltTies ao.

ARG | L1KE WhAat'sS Deen Teste] and roung t0 DE True. ANng your taith nhas peen

tested. ANng your values -- your values nhave peen rounag to pe true. ANg 1t 1S
your raitn 1n tnose values tnat america 1S turning to togoay. Ang sa, 1| Know
tnegre are a 1ot ar proplems OuUT tnere, DUt 1 am an OpPrimist. | DELIEVE We can

reacn OuUT TO ramilles 1n need. 1| DEL1EBVE WE C€ah See a STrengtnening or the many

patterns or ramiliy lLite. ANO | DELIEVE WE WlllL SEE a snaring ot values, values

rogtea in tne ConviCtion That we as 1nglviguals and as ramilles are engagea 1n a

single, wongerrtul enterprise cailied america. America --— LETU US never rorget 1t.

We are One nation unaer uoa.

ANG REVErentg Jemlson saig thnat on my ShOulOers rest tne nopes ot so many, Dut

I nave wnat you nave: | nave ralth in b0oa. | nave Conviction aDout ramiiy ang
tamlly values, ang ! Will not LET you aown. OO 0OLeSS you, ang LOO DLIESS The
UNitea LTaies Oor America.

INank you very much. 1nank you. KacCKk TO WOrK. IN1S Was pure pieasure.

NOTE: INE Hreslient SPOKE at £:5Y pP.m. 8T THE NEeW urieans Lonvention

LENTEr. 1IN N1S rEmMarks, ne rererred o IhecOOre J. Jem1son, L. A. W. LLArK anag
W. Frankiyn Kicnarason, presigent, vice preslgent, anad general Secretary or tne
NAT1Dhal BApTrist LoOnvention, U.b.A., FESPECTlVELly, ang Benjamim HOOKS,
presigent of tne Natlonal A550C13T10N tOr TNE AOVAncement Of LOLOreg HEopLe.
INESE rEmarks Were nOT receilvea 1N TIME tOr INCLUS1ON 1n 1asT WEeeK'S 1SSUe.
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