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- (Grossman)

A October 12, 1992
\N/\)\) WHITEHOUSE
PRESIDENTIAL TALKING POINTS: WHITE HOUSE HISTORY SYMPOSIUM
OCTOBER 13, 1992
Barbara and I want to thank everyone for coming over to
share this celebration with us. I want to welcome members
of the White House Historical Association and the National

Park Service, and everyone who's come here to learn about -

- and be a part of history.

Dr. William Seale is here, and I want to congratulate him on

his new book The White House. I want to keep this brief --

I've learned to leave the real Presidential Lectures to the
pros: Dr. David McCollough and Dr. Robert Remini (REH mini).

And of course, our own White House Curator, Rex Scouten.

Barbara and I have just come from burying a time capsule in

the back yard -- no live Democrats, I promise.

As we were walking back here, we talked about how much we
lov /this old house -- talked about the things that don't
make headlines, but that make this house a home. Our trusty
alarm clocks: Millie and Rangeﬁy. Good friends. Children

that still come to dinner. And of course, meetings with

important dignitaries: our grandchildren.
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I remember one State Dinner right here in the East Room.
The Marine Corps Band was playing, guests were dancing --
and I look up the grand staircase, and who do I see but a
couple of my grandchildren staying up way past their
bedtime. When all the politics is over, and the reporters
have gone home for the day, this is the real White House to

Barbara and me.

Think of what this room has seen: weddings and funerals,
children playing, even Dolly Madison hanging the laundry up
to dry. Try to imagine all the great memories yet to be
made, all the history waiting to happen in this very room.
You've helped make a little history today. Barbara and I
thank you for sharing this bicentennial with us, and best of

luck with your Symposium.
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Construction of the White House officially begaa ia October, 1792, with the ceremonial laying of the
comerstone. Two hundred years later, the White House Historical Association and the National Park
Swunucmualymhnonuhkwydﬁcmm The symposiem will be beld at
the Willard Hotel in Washington, D.C,, fiom Qctober 13-18, 1992,

' Ax the firet feden] building under construction in the sew District of Columbia, the Presidant’s
House was designed in the 17908 to serve & variety of fenctions udprojeawem!ninnpofourmnmy
both bere and abroad. Two hundrad Years bave pussed since the ceremoniai Inying of the comentone,
Dnzingthhﬁmouxmmyhuvnlvod from an infast nation to « world leader, These changes have had -
 major impact on the varicd roles the Whits House serves: homs and office of the President, location of
;  state ceremonies, national symbol, and as ag Matorie site opea to the public,
|‘ 'roeaploammmmmmymmgsammmmmumms.
day symposium. This examinatiog of the White House a8 an {nstitution end mirror of the Amarican
eXperience provides a unique opportunity . better waderstand i 200 yeans of history.

The Whise House: The First 200 Years sympostum i baing sponsored by the White House
HistoﬁulAnochﬁoundtheNtdomlhrkSaMundhbahgnppmd {n part by a grant from the

Nations] Ecdowment for the Humasities, The symposium wiil be fres and open to the public; advaace

registration is required, Registrtion material will be available stucting ia May 1992, and will be sent wpon
request by writing o the White House Historical Association, 740 Jackson Place, Waskington, D.C. 20503,
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Chronology of White House Axchltcch; ’ ‘ "

1791 -Site selected by President George Wasbington. S T
1792 -James Hgb;n sclocted as design competition winoer. - ?. A\? -
.Masonic cornamtons ceremony (Washington not present). _ P T .
1793 -Redesiga by Hoban to raduce building's beight by ose story. Walls sbove ground floor \'-_!q f{
im brick with stone facings. e
1798 -Exterior stone covered with whitcwash. : ' 4 §§‘§EL~¥‘~
1808 Unfinished building occupied by President John Adams. e
| 18051808 -East and west temces conatructsd by Benjamin Latrobe after sketches by President BRI
ﬁ Thomes Jeffcmon. 7 o
1814 -Presidest’s Houss bumed by British troops. | ha
1 -James Hoban appointed to rebuild. » L&K
- 1816 -Exwerior walls more deterionted than expected, necessitating significant S
:l !Bhﬂ.dll’n . e
1817 -Rxterior stone covered with lead paint.
.Preaidant James Monroe moved {nto incomplete building,
| 184 Soxth Portico constructed oa 1617 fowadatians.
" 1829.1830 -North Portico constructed on 1817 foundstions.
183 “Fint piped-ln water installod, with bathing roos in east srmmce.
. 1840 -Ent-uirfumeelmlhdlnﬁmdﬂwmlmtoh&ts'hhmormmw
’ ksl
1848 Gas lighting installed.
1883 New water-beated forced-ait hesting system installed.
'; Ceatral plembing instatied in bathing room of private quartess.
i 1887 New grecnhouse built atop west termce.
1866 Telegmph installed in office suite on second floor, '
: -Bast terrace demolished; broader porch added across east side at ground floor level.
L 1m “Telephone added to talegraph room. |
1 1881 -Hydmulic elevator ixstaliod (converted to clactriclty 1697).
. 1882 " Proposal to demolish the White Fiouse and build & rsplica office structuss and a similar
; residence with a connecting hall falled for lack of funding.
| 1889 .Eolargemet plan for the White House pared by Frederick D. Owen for Mas, Caroline
: Harrison « qusdrangle with flanking and greeshouse. She hoped the project would
i be completed for the 1892 ceateaary, but it failed for lack of funding in 1891.(0"”
| r
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1891 -Elsctric lighting installed by Edisca Geacal Co.

1900 rps of Eagineers p red for calargement with rotunds extesions, 8 reduction
by FﬁdedckORnofhh’;lPltotMn- Harrison.

1961 -President Theodare Rocsavelt changed the official asme o the “Whits Houss."

1902 -Resovition of White House duting Theodore Roosevelt sdministation by McKim,
Maad & Whit.

sMugch of the interior gatied to woodes faming.

*Staic Dining Room calarged by removal of west stircass.

*Now utilities added.

'Aﬂiﬂulhﬂmudhﬁwmmmmd on the second floor with
the remaoval of offices.

*Now, dut “tempamry,” Executive Office Building sttached to ibe west
terrace; gresnbousas romoved.

*East terrace rebuilt as guest eatrance.

1909 ~The West %ﬂu bullding dowbled ia size by addition of scuthara extension,
: includ!n; pnddelﬂll Oval Offics at ths ceater, undet direction of Natban C.

1913 “Third floor attic converied by Nathas C. Wyeth Into guest bedrooms.
1927 -1817 roof stractere replaced, creating larges thind ficor.

1930 -glimﬁuwthWluomunthMhmp duse to fire on Christrns

-Swimming pool inulled I weat tesmace.

-West Wing office Mlﬁ 3 mOVII
Office and Cablast Room fioor ennd
balustmda; cantral

-Umammmmmammmm
remodeled.

-East Wing office building, inciudiag bomb abeltes, built by Loreazo Winslow; movie
theater installed in east terracs.

EmmionquthqoMbdﬂh;dulpdbyum Winslow; funde
amprhummdmdw Coagress ia 1946 after public uproar.

S Trumss Baleoay® added by Lotenso Winslow and William Adems Delano; istense
public criticim. )

| o 1948-1952 -Truman Reacvation '
: 1948 .Structural stedy. Tramans movod inso Blair Houso.
1949 -Full reaovation fuaded.
i 1950 mqumummm
Two usderground levels excevated,
1951 nmm-eﬁubdulpbyum Winslow.
i utilities inatalled, w-lmﬁlhk-eondlhoniq.
x , 1952 -'rumm mmm House,
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1969 -Swimming pool replaced by press center in west terrece.
-Porte cochere sdded to mmuwwwug

1978 Outdaor swimming poo! comstrected.
1978-1993 -mm:pduumdaummdonmjeda
1984 -Visitots cutrance built south of the East Wing,

—nv (IA TWTAAR  WALPry ¢ 28=L =0Lt 0204 4970090101 XOJOX:AB AOY




.J.~':.‘?‘l-.(;'_ ';’Y.\.ﬁ'.'.'k - g, o e 15
. Ay LT 4 rd

Tu g
PN %
& . p
S (AN §

N i
- e ] hF ¥ St
.i\/ "\" Lo

2T . ;

’ " : . ."; 2 -
- i . .

s Vg AN *
D - W s

v of R

.'. e \ ."(‘ fﬂ.'!‘ v
iV R CTh L e

st
LA 01 N

In March 1792, Secretary of Stats Thomas Jefferson drafted a newapaper advertii¥inedt’for ¢ national
architectural competition orthe new fedesl city, calling for dosigne for the Presidest's Houseand the Capitol.
Jefferson bad pushed forsucha compstition 10 provids the boet possible plans forths city's two priacipal public
buildings. With President Gearge Washingion's approval, separste sdvertisemeais for tho buildings wers
mailed to nawspapess scouad the coustry. '

DEesioN COMPETITION FOR THE PRES

WASHINGTON, in the Terrisory of Columbie. ,

A PRENTUM OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS, or s MEDAL of thas valus, at the
aption of the party, will be givan by the Conumissioners ofthe Fedare! Buildings, to & peracn
wita, before the fiftsenzh day of July nexs, shall produce m them the most approved PLAN,
i adopmd by them, for  PRESIDENT'S HOUSE, 10 be erected in this Cly..

March 14, 1792 The Commissioners -

Gisanonof the Unind Sies (Phiadelpi) Juns 13, 1792

‘ OlJulylﬁ,IMWuMnﬂwdhmbenmiuﬁeumuddwm
| by the Commissicuers. The following momiag Jezes Fiobas of Charleston was chosen and notified of ki
success. Hobsasclected & gokd medal axd took the remaindar of the $500 prize in cash. Although his original
| elevation deawisg kas beea lost, Hoban's Sooz ples has survived. The exteat elsvationof the White House
by Hobea which dates to 1793 shown the building teduced in aizs by ona atory, giving the building the more
| rectangular abape we know today. ' '

Mostof the othee cntrias ia the competition wers tll, nearly squars structures ressntbiing colomial
state houses and town bals. swmmhmmhmyhdm}dm:hmmmmhﬂhwh
Small, the latiar submitting fiour desigas. The aigaed dmwing by Hudsoa Valley, New York poet/scholar
Andrew Carshore alio servives. wmq-mmmauummmmmm A
drewing suggestive of the Villa Rotondo in Italy and signed only with the ancaymous initials *AZ" has bess
Sttributed to Thomas Jefferson kimself, Joka Collins of Rickmond, Virginis was swarded aa vasanousced
$150 second peize for his extry. o
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Tazes Hobes was born ia Couaty Kilksany, Irelaad, ¢.1758. By 1779, he was studying at ths architecturs!
drafting division of the dmwing scbool at the Royal Dublin Society, whare he wor a silver medal ina 1780
competition, C

In 1788, Hoban was in Philadelpbia, advertising himself 45 an erchitect. By 1787, be bad moved
to Charieaton, South Carolina, whare he worked ia s pastasrsbip a3 a “house cazpester.” e was preseatsd
to Gearge Washington duringthe Presidest’s visit to Charieston ia May 1791, A fswdays later, Washington
- was eatertained at & dinnes in the South Carolina state bouse ia Colambis, & buildiag which Hoban had
;  designed, '

After the announcement {n 1752 ofa doaiga competition fiv the President’'s House aad Capitol in
the new fedenl city, & Charlestonian provided Hoban with a Istier of introduction %0 the Commissioners
oﬁheDhtrBofCohmbir‘miumofoninuﬂcnmwﬂm»nmmmnmtorudp
and Wumwﬂmﬁdhm (May 17, 1792). s Juse, Hobas was re.
Mbywmminmwmmmauwmmmmwwm
l weeks drawing wp plazs to submit i the design competition. Oa July 17th, President Waahingon and the
; mwmwmmm&um-mmlmmumumm
- prize incash. Although the mnpﬂthllnnwulld fora beick bailding; Hobes choss stone to
reflect Washington's desires. Anhtﬂau,Wuunpnhouhd fora one-fifth increaseinsize and grostar
| ormamastation, -

On October 13, 1792, mdcmmdtheumhy'gbmo!m Preaident's
Houss. Abough Presideat Weshingsondid uotstmad, Hobes und othars placed aninacribed polished brass
plate atop 3 foundation 08 in the southwest comar which was thea covered by another stose,

In 1793, Hoben was one of the peiacipals in charge of taking the first consus of the Federal City.
He a3s0 belpad organies the Federl Lodge of the Free and Acospied Masops, and a3 Miaster of the lodgs,
sssisted Prosident Washingtog in laying the coraerstoas of the U.S. Capitol on September 13, 1793, Shartly
thereafier, be was appoisted superinteadent of Capitol comtruction, s post bs beid until October 15, 1795 |
sod agrin from May 26, 1798 ustll 1802. |

By October 22, 1793, President Washington had approved the reduction of the beigit of the i
President’s House by one story, nccessitating some mdesigning, At that time, the Commissioners opted :
to continue the walls in brick with stone facings, and construction continued with the sarvices of sevea |
additions] masons brought from Scotland in {794, Whaa Washingtoa left office in 1797, ke stopped t0 see
the President’s House during bis return to Mount Vemnos, an event st which Hobaa, as Captain of the
Washington Artillery, ficed a 16+gun saluts for the formee Preaident.

In 1798, the exwerior of the Presideat’s House was whitewnshed to ses] the Aquia sandstons walls,

i
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nd the roof was instalied. Appointed superimandent for the building of the “Esscutive Offices,” Hoben
thenmmedlomeofhhinendonwthubulldllpwuchhdbuaulhdldjtumbm“’ﬁuﬁmmby
Fresident Washington'in 1796, Although inserior finishiag progressed, the Preaident's House was still
uafinished when President John Adama occupied the building om Novembar 1, 1800,

: &ﬂylnlM,&Mﬂn&dWMﬁ&MhmHhﬁhncﬂHM. From 1800
until his death, he and his family occupied & Bouse oa F Strest. Ho became ax active member of the
community. In 1801, he participated iaa mectiag at nearby Rbodes Tavers to pstition Congress for bome
rule and represeamtion in Congross. From 1802 until his death, bo was a member of the City Council.

In 1818, thnnhmdbhdzmluMuthqunhﬂd_ the President’s House
and mm.a;mmmomawmmmwwnﬂmmh 1814, Ia 1816, he
, dimwndmlmmwmdnnoﬂhlmhrWHofthHouuldw'lvupemhion_
"1 to rebuild that which needad ramoval, Like bis predecessor President Adams, President James Monzoe
moved iato an uscompleted building i September 1817, '

The followingyear, Hoben's recomstructionof the wings was completed and the original exccutive
office builldings had baen rebabilitated. Two sdditional offics buildisgs were constructed to the aorth of
the origisal strectures. Although foaadations fior two porticoss had beea built in 1817, shortage of fuads
delayed their erection, The South Pastico of the President’s Houss was ultimately completed in 1824, the
Noxth in 1829, The construction of both was supagvised by Hobax.

James Hoben died o3 December 8, 1331 ot the age of 73 aad is sow buried ia Mouat Olivet
Cemztery ia the District of Columbia, :

!
|
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 comenstone would assure the nation, and especially thoso investing in the city, that indeed it would be the Rl
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Laying of the White House Comerstone K

The Commissianers sccompanied by & sumerous ealiection of Free Masosa, architscm . ’ - ,
snd of the Inhabitants af the Clty of Washington and Geargetown weetin processionand - .~ - -
laid tha first comer st0me of the peesident’s house. PR i
| October 18, 1792 RS A
Emcedinm ol the Commisionan, h I @ o

Thehylngo!themmd}hem'lHommdmdmminddewiththmondnle? 3 > '5'.
ofloninthcuwapinldty.'!‘hlhuCbmm'-iamdtheﬁ'edculcﬁtybpdthtthehﬁusoﬂhe i

new capital. . : e e ¥

_ Coorgs Waskington was in Philadelphis ea October 18, 1792 whea the Commissionan, James. ' *.»
Hoban, master stonemason Callan Williamsos, and others marched to the site of the Preaident's Haue".---A;,.‘,; ) n}
brasa plate was id on top of a foundstion sions inthesoothwestcormer, onwhich the comantane was thén  +iF  *
' placed. Seveze attempts 10 locate the brass plate have bees unsuccesaful, e T el g
The only known detailad seport of this event was recorded in ¢ Charieston, 8.C. newspaper: - =

i
i
I
i
1
i
I
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|

Extract of a letter from o gentlszua is Philadelphls, 1o his friead ia Charleston, dated
October 20, 1792, “On Saturday the 13th inat. the fimt stone was Iaid in the south-weat
carnerofthe prasident’s bowss, in the city of Washington, by the Fres Masons of George-
towa aad its viciaity, who sasemabled oa the occasion. The procession was formed at the
Fouztain Inx, George-town, ia the tollowing onder, viz.

1. The Free Masons, in mesonic order. '

2. The commissionsrs of the fed, building,
3. Gentlamasa of the town & aeighbarkood.

4. The differeat artificer, &c.
They proceeded in proceasion to the presidest’s square, The ceremony was performed
byhc&u&um[:k&um!ﬂ}mofhlﬂp,wbhlmudumﬁm
well sdapted to the oceasion. Underthe staae was laid 2 plate of polished brass, with the
following inscription: o :
“This first Stone of the Presidest’s Houss was laid the 13th Day of Ocicber, 1792, and
inthe 17th Year of Independence of the Unitad States of Amarice,

Aferthe caremony was pWMM,hWomr,bm.Wsmm
Inx, where an clegant dinner was provided (and 135 enurserated toasts wore given).”

The City Gazatte aad Daily Advertier
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| The stone wark on the Whits Houte bas beaa ona ofthe moetreuriable and least appreciated partofthis by

- Stone Restoration Profect

-
WHTE HOUSE STONE RESTORATION ~ * \f‘ Lo
. AND . ‘?"&?
- DocuMeNTATION PROJECTS B Y

historic treasure. The omate carvings and finely tooled stones bave beea covered with more than 30 coats

: of paint in recent yean, ndndnc the clarity of their exquisite datailing and obscuring sotne features
. aitogether,

[
i
I
{

|
|
B
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|
|

Built largely otAquh umnu, & porous local stons from Virginia, the White Houss was costed
with whitswash ¢ sarly as 1798 in order to protect the stoae from molsture. Layer upon layer of pains has
beea added over the yeams oad peliag paist bocame & major maintenance probiem.

In1976a Mymh&hdbdeﬂﬁunlﬁmhnmdm“mpmmmth

, smwnlh,hbmuhmapululpedﬂallybnhmme,admdmhplpmpnﬁorthm

restoretion of the White Houss. The project was a joint effort of the Nationsl Park Servics, the Executive

: Rmmumwuuaom.mommzmmwum Qpitol, ndmnhnmﬂoulnumuof

Staadards.

Workeomwhlﬂﬂwﬂh&onmnlofphthymhmmdhelmﬁou The extent
of damags and deteriomtion to various stoass which had occurred over the yeam bocame evidest. Putches,
replacemeat stones and metal rdaforements MMMWW@MMUaﬂyum
rebuilding after the 1514 fire set by British troops. m:unycfmmm‘vmdmmw.
some of the repaired areas were Arilingagain, others were of poorquality, and some deteriorted ordamaged
ploces had aever besa repaired. The comnice and balwstrade nesdad considerable repain.

The curtent restorstion work is comectiag deficisncies in the stone work utiliving highly skilled
cnflames. WMthhbmuMoﬂh&MMuﬂyupﬂM In many cases,
this means replacisg oaly s smalisection ofa damaged stone. Sommwtiones sn eatire piecs needs to be carved
ortumed on a latha, suck s with & sxmber of the seversly damaged balustars, Preservation of the kistoric
stone walls bes fascinated thowsands of visitors who have besn abie ta sce portions of the meticulous wark
in progress. Of pasticular intereat kns beea the uncovering of paiat from some of tbe charred stoaes oa the
north and south elevaticas which survived the fire in 1814.

During tke 200th suniversary yeas, restonation work coxtinues oa the wmpoxﬁonotﬁn south
elevation, whils the east and west walls are stripped of paint and awuik repaizs.

Further materia] on the stons workat the Whitz House is contained fa a booklet from the Nationsl
Park Sezvics that will be available by late summer 1992, Fer information oa how to obtain 8 copy write:
White House Lisison Office, National Capital Region, Natioss! Park Service, 1100 Ohio Drive, SW,

Washington, D.C. 20242.
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Documensation of the White House

Extacior Documentation Project - In 1988 the Whits Houss, in conjunctios with the Netioval Capital
Region and the Historic Amsrican Buildings Survey (HABS) of the National Park Ssrvice, began & Gve-
year documentation progam to record the sxtsioe elevatioms of the White House Executive Residence us
partofthe restoration project acw underway. HABS issystematically recording the exterios of the structure
with photographe and messured drawings that show the previcualy cbecured carved detail and stone

| Gniaing,

Intarior Docummentation Project - The Americas lastitats of Architecw, ia cooperation with the Whits
: House Historical Assoclation, is sponsoring the Historic American Buildings Sstvey 10 record the interior
: architecture of the Whits House Exacutive Residence with the sssistasce and guidunce ofthe Whits House
Officeofthe Curatorand the White Howse Usher's Office. Becausc of the sumerows chasges to the residence
sincs its restomtion in 1952, HABS is produciug a set of measured dwings and largs format black-and-
! whits photographs of the interior of the maein houss as it peesently exists. The Interion Docameatation
Project wes started in June of 1990 and ie scheduled to coatimue through October of 1992,

Approximately 850 pages of Sald notes, 42 in-progress ink-ce-fllia dzwinge, 2,196 35Smm field
photographs and 369 lurge format black-and-whits and colos phatogmphs bave beea produced to date,

Tha resalts of the exseriorand inerior documentatioa peojects are ow being combinsd 1o provide-

3 comprehensive recosd of the historic main houss. ‘The origissl docamenmtion drawings acd photographs

© will be pisced in the HABS collectica is the Libeary of Congress’ Prists and Photogmphs Division. The

HABS collection provides fo the public architectur documentation on more thaa 24,000 other historic
Ameticas strectures. For asoce information on these projects coatact HABS at (202) 343-3798,

3

i
i
i
|
!
i
P
t
i
f
)
|
i
'
f
i
|
|
|
t

oL#iaizeasven? «301440 V1008 ! Wd0G:Y § Z8-4 =0} 020L 4870038)3L X0uBX:AQ ADY




