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(Smith/Aarhus)
Draft One
October 9, 1992
PAFIRE

PRESIDENTIAL TALKING POINTS: BEN FRANKLIN MEMORIAL BILL-SIGNING
SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP, PA
MONDAY, OCT. 9, 1992
11:50 A.M.
o Acknowledgements. Members of the Fire Service
community. And a special salute to the fire-fighter's best

friend, Congressman Curt Weldon -- the man responsible for

getting this bill through the Congress. It is a great honor to

be here with all of you this morning.

o Today I will sign the Benjamin Franklin National
Memorial Commemorative Medal and Fire Serviée Bill of Rights Act
-- which authorizes the minting of a medal commemorating Benjamin
Franklin's contribution to the advancement of écience and the
American Fire Service.

o Proceeds from the sale of this medal will benefit the
Franklin Institute, as well as various fire-fighting
organizations, such as the International Association of Fire
Fighters Burn Foundation to aid burn injury research. The
proceeds will also go toward creating public education programs
on fire-fighting training grants, help design and maintain arson
prevention programs, and create a John Heinz Memorial Scholaréhip
Fund.

o The list of causes goes on and on. And so.-does the
courage of America's fire fighters. I know it can be "touch-

and-go" in some of the calls you respond to / the danger every




2

fire fighter faces when entering a burning building or responding
to an accident. For your bravery and unfailiﬁg dedication, I
say: thank you.

o The Fire Service Bill of Rights Act salutes all of you:
all heroes. It ensﬁres you wili have the necessary tools to do
your job to the utmost of your ability, and éeeks to protect you
from the dangersiof emergency response. Your Bill of Rights
promotes education, training programs, and asks for greater
public awareness of the many hazards of fire-fighting. 2nd it
demands that should the ultimate tragedy occur -- your loved ones
will be provided for.

o As some of you may know, Teddy Roosevelt is among my
favorite Presidents. Let me share with you what his father said
to him on the eve of his 16th birthday. He said, "All that gives
me most pleasure in the retrospect is connected with others... We
are not placed here to live exclusively for ourselves."

o - You serve not for yourselves alone -- but for ﬁhe
Family called America. May God bless each and evéry one of you
and the great State of Pennsylvania. Now, let's sign that AcF.

((SIGN ACT))



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 11, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: STEVEN PROVOST
FROM: CURT SMITH
SUBJECT: FIRE-FIGHTERS EVENT/SPRINGFIELD, PA

On Monday, October 12 at 11:20 a.m., you will sign into law
the Ben Franklin National Memorial Commemorative Medal and Fire
Service Bill of Rights Act. Your remarks (5 minutes, cards) will

be given to an audience of 1,000 volunteer and paid fire-
fighters.
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CONGRESSIONAL FIRE SERVICES INSTITUTE

October 9, 1992

12824561647 P.@2

Memorandum

To:(i%%éﬁé:ﬁiiiiéaaz:>

Fr: ngressman Curt Weldon
John McNichol .

Re: Fire Service VIPs for Bill Signing Cexemony

Listed below are the national fire service leadezs
planning te attend the signing ceremony. The
individuals in Section I should be on stage with the
president. The remaining individuals in Section IIX
should at least be admitted to the building.

Section I

0lin Greene
Administrator
U.S. Fire Administrator

Albexrt Kirchner
Superintendent
National Fire Academy

Ed MecCormack
CEOQ :
International Society of Fire Service Instructors

Chief Gary Nichols
President
International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)

Chief Ray Alfred
District of Columbia Fire Chief and

Pres., Metro Committee ©f the IAFC

Romee Spaulding
President _
International Assn. of Black Professional Fire Fighters

George Miller
President
National Fire Protection Association

pavid Lucht
President -
Society of Fire Protection Engineers
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Ms. Harrison a. page 2

Section 1 continuved ,,,

George Miller (different from above)
National Representative
National Assn. of State Fire Marshalsg

Patrick Kennedy
Washington Liaison to Fire Caucus for
American Ambulance Association

Lee Fulten
President A :
Board of Certified Fire Protection Specialists

Benjamin Roy
Executive Secretazy
Fire Marshals Assn, of North America

Steven Austin
Washington Representative
International Assn, of Arson Investigators

John Vintello
President
National Fire Sprinkler Aesn.

Robert MecKeon
Chairman -
National Volunteer Fire Couneil

William Bruns
President
Fire Apparatus Manufacturers Assn.

Roman Kaminski
President
International Fire Bufrfg Assn,

Albert Danilke
President
Legislative Federation of pa

Russel Davig . i
President
PA State Firemen'sg Assn,

Barry Buskey
President
Professiona) Firefighters Assn. of pa
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Section I continued ..,

John Kenny
Pregident
PA Fire Police Assn.

Bob Kexns
President
Keystone Fire Instructors Assn.

Dave Brubaker
PA Assn. of Arson Investigatozrs

Les Yost
President
Philadelphia Local, IAFF

Representative
Delco Union Local

Section II

John McNichol
Executive Director
Congressional Fire Services Institute

Doug Ritter
Administrative Assistant
U.8. Rep. Curt Weldon

Mxrs. Olin Greene
wife of U.S. Fire Administrator

Mrs. Albert Kirchner
wife of National Fire Academy Superintendent

Steve Stevenson
Publisher
Firefighter and EMS News

Dave Hackett
Congressional Fire Services Caucus

Nancy wWhite
Upper Darby Twp. Councilwoman




II.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
October 10, 1992

SPRINGFIELD FIREFIGHTERS DROP BY

DATE: October 12, 1992
TIME: 11:20 a.m.
LOCATION: Springfield Township
Firehouse, Sprifngfield, PA
THROUGH: DAVID DEMARES
FROM: LEIGH ANN METZGER
GREG FITCH

PURPOSE

To sign H.R. 2448, the "Benjamin Franklin Memorial Fire
Service Bill of Rights Act."™ To salute the nation's
volunteer and paid firefighters for their sacrifice and
commitment to America's neighborhoods.

BACKGROUND

Before Congress adjourned this week, both houses passed H.R.
2448, the "Benjamin Franklin Memorial Fire Service Bill of
Rights Act." Introduced by Congressman Curt Weldon (R-PA),
the bill authorizes the minting next year of 1.5 million
silver medals to help fund several national fire service
programs and the Franklin Institute of Philadelphia. Ben
Franklin founded the nation's first fire station.

Specifically, proceeds would fund various fire training
grants, college scholarships in fire science, burn injury
research, arson prevention programs, and scholarships for
children and spouses of firefighters and emergency medical
personnel killed in duty.

The Bill of Rights component recognizes the nation's
approximately 1.2 million volunteer and 300,000 paid
firefighters as "our first responder to domestic
emergencies" and states that firefighters deserve every
protection from the dangers associated with emergency
response.

Congressman Weldon, a former volunteer fire chief, is also
the founder and chairman of the Congressional Fire Services
Caucus, an informal bipartisan group of lawmakers backing
fire and life safety. You addressed the caucus' first fund-
raising dinner in 1989.

On October 11th the U.S. Fire Administrator hosted an annual
ceremony at the National Fire Academy in nearby Emmitsburg,
Maryland honoring the nation's firefighters killed in duty.
Because of this, many national fire service leaders will
also be in attendance at this event.




IIT. PARTICIPANTS

On Stage
The President and Mrs. Bush

See Attached List
Audience :
Approximately 1,000 local uniformed volunteer and paid
firefighters :
IV. PRESS PLAN
Open
V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

See Advance Scenario

VI. REMARKS

Remarks to be provided by Speechwriting




PARTICIPANTS ON STAGE
SPRINGFIELD FIREFIGHTERS DROP BY
OCTOBER 12, 1992 =-- 11:20 A.M.
SPRINGFIELD, PA

Rep. Curt Weldon (R-PA)

0lin Greene, Administrator, U.S. Fire Administration (FEMA)

Albert Kirchner, Superintendent, National Fire Academy

Ed McCormack, CEO, International Society of Fire Service
Instructors

Chief Gary Nichols, International Assoc1at10n of Fire Chiefs
(IAFC)

Chief Ray Alfred, District of Columbia Fire Chief and
President, Metro Committee  of the IAFC

Romeo Spaulding, President, International Association of
Black Professional Fire Fighters

George Miller, President, National Fire Protectlon
Association

David Lucht, President, Society of Fire Protection Engineers

George Miller, National Representative, National Association
of State Fire Marshals

Patrick Kennedy, Washington Liaison to Fire Caucus for the
American Ambulance Association

Lee Fulton, President, Board of Certified Fire Protection
Specialists

Benjamin Roy, Executive Secretary, Fire Marshals Association
of North America

Steven Austin, Washington Representative, International
Association of Arson Investigators

John Viniello, President, National Fire Sprinkler
Association

Robert McKeon, Chairman, National Volunteer Fire Council

William Bruns, President, Fire Apparatus Manufacturers
Association

Roman Kaminski, President, International Fire Buffs
Association

Albert Danilko, President, Legislative Federation of
Pennsylvania

Russel Davis, President, Pennsylvania State Firemen's
Association

Barry Buskey, President, Professional Firefighters
Association of Pennsylvania

John Kenny, President, President, Pennsylvania Fire Police
Association

Bob Kerns, President, Keystone Fire Instructors Association

Dave Brubaker, Pennsylvania Association of Arson
Investigators

Les Yost, President, Philadelphia Local, International
Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF)
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Copyright 1992 Gannett Company, Inc.
GANNETT NEWS SERYICE

September 27, 1992, Sunday
LENGTH: 1832 words
HEADLINE: PA. LAWMAKER SHOWS HOW CONGRESS REALLY OPERATES
BYLINE: CHRIS COLLINS; Gannett Hews Service
DATELINE: WASHINGTON
KEYWORD: HOUSE-CAUCUSHAIN

BODY:
Chances are you've never heard of Curt Weldon, a junior Republican
congressman from Pennsylvania. But:

- He has a vast national constituency, with well-placed representatives in
virtually every town.

- He can collect $ 400,000-plus in one night For his cause, which is
supported by four-fifths of Congress.

- His appeal is bipartisan: Democratic vice presidential candidate Albert

Gore lends his name to Weldon’s cause, and a top House Democratic leader last
year declared '‘we love you'' to Weldon as thousands listened.

forget your textbook lessons about Democrats vs. Republicans, the
congressional seniority system and how @ bill becomes law. This is how Congress
really operates - and how corporate America might infiuence its operations.

Weldon‘s clout stems not from his party affiliation (the GOP minarity), his
congressional seniority (low) or his committee chairmanships (nonexistent).

Instead, Weldon, a former volunteer Fire chief, has built his influence oy

becoming Capitol Hill's chief firefighter: founder of both the Congressional
Fire Services Caucus, an informal bipartisan group of lawmakers backing ‘'‘fire
and iife safety,’’ and an affiliated private institute.

Weldon's caucus and institute tap into a politically potent national force:
America’s 1.5 million firefighters, 85 percent of whom are wvolunteers whose Tire
houses often are towns' social and political hubs.

truhat better mom-and-apple-pie issue than fire services?™’ asks Jdohn
McNichol, head of the Congressional Fire Services Institute Weldon also founded.

But more than mom and apple pie are at issue.

Almost six years after becoming a representative, Weldon s5till is on leave
from his pre-Congress position with insurance giant CIGNA Corp. CIGNA and a
related company are the major Financial backers of the Fire services institute.
And Weldon has used his caucus to push for legislation backed by CIGNA and
others in the insurance industry.

CEXISNEXISEE  LEXIS'NEXISEE  LEXIS-NEXIS €&

arvices of Mead Data Central, Inc.
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GANMETT NEWS SERVICE, September 27, 1992

ya weldon says that, although ‘‘you could make a connection that, well, he's

trying to help CIGNA out, that’s clearly not wy intent.'’ The suggestion of a
conflict of interest hetween his CIGNA cannections and his congressional work is
voffensive’’ and *'stretching i¢,'* e says: ‘’There i5 no way I would ever
compromise what I am doing to benefit one company.'!

Weldon, who came to the House in 1987, a year later created the fire services
caucus. It guickly became the largest of about 120 unofficlal, umfunded groups
of iawmakers that have proliferated on Capitol Hiil.

Then Weldon - Following a pattern established by other such caucluses -
created its private affiliate, the tax-exempt Congressional fire Services
Institute, mostly funded by industries. The institute '‘educates'' politicians
apout fire and emergency service issuas.

Weldon's institute ties are tight: Executive director Mokichol is a Former
Weldon legisiative aide and the son of the top political Goss in Weldon's &OP-
machine home district; its unpaid president is Weldon's chief House aide; Weldon
is its hongrary chairman. Even its tax returns are preparsd by a Pemnsylvania
firm founded by Weldon's former campaign Lreasurer.

The institute’s most genercus supporters are CIGNA and an insurance agency

closely lirked to CIGNA: the Glatfelter Insurance Group of York, Pa., and its
subsidiary, Yolunteer Firemen’s Insurance Services Inc.

Abput &5 percent of the nation's volunteer fire companies and ambulance

squads buy insurance through VF15, founded by Arthur J. Glatfelter. CIGNA says
Glatfelter's agency generates nearly $ 100 million a year in premium for CIGNA,

These firms’' complex association with Weldon’s groups go back to the caucus'
beginning:

- VFIS sponsared the caucus' April 1988 Kickoff reception on Capitol Hill.

- flatfeiter, who Weldon says he has known for 20 years, has teen the
institute's unpaid treasurer since its start.

- 0f % 1.3 million the institute received between March {7879, when it was
incorporated, and Sept. 38, 1991, at least $ 44,300 came From CIGNA and $ 36,000
from Glatfelter’s firms. Companies that make firefighting or fire safety
products and equipment provided most af the rest.

- CIGNA lent the institute an executive for a year and sponsors furd- raising
golf tournaments with it at a CiGNA-owned resori.

Weldon, who said CIGNA still gives the institute ® 28,000 to $ 25,8000
annually, said he *‘leaned aon’’ CIGNA o support the fiedgling institute.

CIGNA spokesman David A. Willis, however, said CIGNA contributes as a favor
to Glatfelter: *’'it made sense from a business point to do this. We support
endeavors that are important to major custower groups. ‘!

At the institute's 1991 dinner, in fact, CIGRA announced it was honaring
blatfelter with a college scholarship in his name.

LEXIS-NEXIS &= LEXIS-NEXIS€E  LEXIS* NEXIS”E%
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GANNETT WEWS SERVICE, September 27, 1992

Weldon receives ‘‘no pay or benefits'' From CIGNA, according to his latest

financial disclosure rapﬁft And, e says, his leave of absence was not a
special favar.

When Weldon was elected in 1986, CIGNA pulicy was to offer all emplaoyees who
enter public service open-ended unpaia leaves. Begimnming in 1991, the leaves are
limited to two years, Willis said. Weldon, fFormerly director of trdinzng and
wanpower, is one of *‘very few’’' employees on such leaves, Willis said.

This year, Wweldon lobbied For legislation in which CIGN& has a substantisl
stare.

in feoruary, Weldon - writing on Congressional Fire Services Caucus
stationery - asked House members to support & DIil that would protect the
insurance industry From the full financial fallout of a catastrophic earthguae.

. The earthquake legislation was drafted by & consortium of 350 trade
assgciations and companies in the property/casualty insurance industry. CIGNA is
among the 10 members of the consortium’s steering committes.

In August, Weldon testified faor the earthguake bill before a subcommittee led
by Rep. Rick Boucher, ©-Va., a membar of his caticus. Untii recently, the
subcommittee aide handling the bill was an unpaid officer of Weldon's institute.

Weldan, speaking ’‘as the chairman of the largest caucus on Capitol Hill,'!
urged the subcommittee '‘to wake sure that the federal government takes its
proper place in dacking up the insurance industry and the smergenicy
responders.... "

In an interview, Weldon said CIGNA ‘‘has never asked for anything, in terms

of issues’’ and that he ’‘never gave it & thought about CIoNA Geing a prime
sponsor or 3 prime supporter of a Gill iike that ... and then giving money to
the institute. Maybe 1 should have, but that's sever even crossed my mind.’’

Wweldon said nis testimony ant the letter were '‘nothing less than I would do
for any other issue’*' with general fire service stupport and Gipartisan backing.

He provided copies of nine letters he wrote this year to HGuse colleagues on
caucus stationery lobbying for five other legisiative efforts! a House disaster
action committee; tax~exempt bond issues by volunteer emergency groups;
commemorative coins benefiting fire servicesy sprinkisr systems in e« or
updated federal offices; and ‘‘National Firefighters Day.‘''

Weldon also said he knew last year - before he pushed the earthguake bill -

that his CIGNA leave would expire at the end of 1992. Willis says CIGNA was not
**inwolved at all’’ in Weldon's efforts for the bill.

The caucus and its parallel outside institute have forged alliances that
allow wWeldon to defy the textbook rules about what constitutes political clout.

Among the caucus' s5ix co-chairs and the institute's honorary co-chairs is

bore, the Democratic vice presidential candidate. In August, the International
Association of Fire Fighters endorsed the Clinton-Gore tzcket notzng Gore's
involvement in the fire services caucuys.

LEXIS'NEXIS€E LEXIS-NEXISE€E LEXIS-NEXIS&&
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Another caucus co-~chair and institute honorary co-chair is Steny H. Hoyer of
Haryland, chairman of the House’s Democratic Caucus. In January, Weldon plans to
turn over ileadership of his caucus to Hoyer, who declared to Weldon at the
institute’s 1971 dinner that *'‘we love you for the commitment you have shown.’''

Weldon's political savvy - he's been an electeg official since 1977 -
contributed to the gquick growth of his caucus and his clout.

Rather than nag his congressional colleagues to join the caticus, for exawmple,
Weldon encouraged Tire service groups to ask politicians if they were caucus
members - and 1f not, why they weren't supporting Fire safety.

tawmakers found it easy to support the caucus: It accepis everyone, its full
memoership never meets, and it doesn'‘t charge dues.

Serendipity alsc played a role. In May 1988, Weldon and McKichol, then a
Weldon iegislative aide, were the First to arrive at an early evening Fire in a
vacant rouse office assigned to then-Speaker Jdim Wright, D-Texas.

The Fire, attributed to an electrical short, made a priceless contribution to
Weldon’s cause by thrusting him into the national media limelight.

Newspapers fad ‘‘three-inch headlines: ‘WELDON PUTS OUT BLAZE IN SPEAKER'S
OFFICE,’ *' MoNichol said in a speech {ape recorded during a3 later institute
workshop. Lawmakers' response, MoNichol said, was: ‘‘Wow, I want to get some of
that!'* Caucus membership soared.

The institute also started with a bang. In April 1989, more than 2,000 diners
paid a stunning $ 412,479 o attend its first fund-raising dinner. Weldon
introduced keynote speaker George Bush - an incredible catch for a month-old
institute.

Serendipity and political savvy again had come to Weldon's aid: Repeated
appeals to the White House Tor Bush or Yice President Dan Guayle to attend the
diriver had teen retbuffed whnen it was discovered that Bush's chief scheduler was
a volunteer firefighter. ¥eldon had lunch with him; a few days iater, both Bush
and Quayle accepted.

‘‘Few other groups are able to turnm out 2,000 strong For an event in
washington, receive the president and the vice president, and entertain over 70
members of the House and Senate, '' Weldon bragged in a ‘‘Fire Chief'' magazine
articie. '‘...This has given the fire service an opening to Congress that it has
never pefore had.'*

Since then, the caucus has backed such successful legislative efforts as
requiring hwotels and motels doing federal Gusiness to install fire sprinkiers
and SmoRe detectors; relaxing weight restrictions for Fire and emergency service
vehicles on federal highways and exempting some fire extinguisters from specific
Clean Air Act requirements.

The caucus and institute have yet to make Weldon a household nawme, but they
hiave propelled fiim to firehouse fame. Last year, Weldon reported 15 expense-paid
trips, most to speak to fire-related groups or businesses; his staff says he
turns down five for each e accepts.

EXISNEXIS&E  LEXISNEXIS@E  LEXIS:NEXIS &
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An admerican University professor 13 writing a book about Weldon's political
Ctechnigues. His institute dioners attract Holiywood stars. State- level caucuses
nimic the national one.

‘‘Curt has developed the seeds of samething that could bloom for him, '
Meichol says. *’... He just never thinks about it.'’

SUBJECT: CONGRESS; ETHICS; PENNSYLVANI; HOUSE SPENDING

LEXIS*NEXISEE LEXIS*NEXISEE LEXIS'NEXIS€
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Copyright 1997 States News Service
States News Service

October 8, 1992, Thursday

HEADLINE: Weldan's Fire Service Bill OF Rights Makes It Through

BYLINE: By Jennifer Babson, States Wews Service
DATELINE: WASHINGTON
KETWORD: Tire

BODY:

A fire service 'Bill of Rights' and commemarative medal bill pushed by Rep.
Curt Weldon, R-Aston, passed Congress late Wednesday and now awaits the
signature of President George Bush -- who will be stopping in Delaware County
Monday.

bush will be appearing behind the Springfield Township Building on Pell Road
at 10:00 am Monday morning, county 50f Chairman Tom Judge announced at a press
conference Thursday.

Palice are expecting 3,000 to 5,000 people will show up to greet the
President, who is expected to use the occasion to sign Weldan's Dill into law.

First introduced by Weldon in October 198%, the measure autharizes the

minting next year of V1,500,000 silver medals to help fund seven national fire
service programs and the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia.

An *ecstatic® Weldon said Thursday he‘s excited about Bushi*s wisit and
passage of the billl “It's the firat time in the history of America that the
emergency responders of this country have been recognized,” Weldon said.

The tO-statement ‘Bill OF Rights' contained in the legislation asserts that
the “fire Service should be acknowledged as our first responders to domestic
emergencies" and commends the fire service for its role as “America’s domestic
defenders,” among other things.

Althougt the bill passed through Congress without opposition, some lawmakers
gxpressed skepticism over the purpose and function of printing yet another
congressioral medal.

“Experience has shown us that the most successful commemorative medals are
used 0 mark something in American history that have touched all of us,” said
Rep. Alfred Mclandless, R-Calif., when the bill reached the Floor of the House
late Jaturday.

Minted to observe the “203rd anniversary of the death of Franklin or the
255¢th anniversary of the first American fire station, it would seem to me that
We are stretching it a pit,* Melandiess complained. “Today our most successful
medal program has only sold &0G0,000 medals.*®




e PABE 2

States NWews Service, Gctober 8, 1992

After attaching an amendment that “would not make taxpayers pay for the cost
of the wmedai®* if it bombs, Mclandless threw his support o the Diil with a
caveat: “IFf it is a fFailure then we should elimirate this Rindg of program.

Clairman of the Congressional Fire Services Caucus, weldon said he
envisions a brighter fate for the medal: “I predict it will te a sellaut,“ tie

said. *“We have a ready,. captive audience of 3 million (fire servicei people.”

® IA\‘
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The Office of Congressman Curt Weldon -

FAX COVER SHEET
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rvice Bill of Rights"
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The Benjamin Franklin Memorial Fire Se

o Authorizee the minting of 1,500,000 silver medals beginning on
July 1, 1993.

o Proceeds from the sale of the coin will be divided equally
between the following:

-~ The Franklin Institute, to renovate and restore the Benjanin
Franklin National Meworial.

—_ The Tnstitute of Life safety Techpology and Emergency Management
Education, to provide grants to colleges and universities for fire
training courses.

- The International Association of Fire Chiefs Foundation to award
scholarships for college level courses in fire safety and related
fields.

i- The International Association of Fire Fighters Burn Foundation for
purn injury reasearch at hospital burn centers.

—— The Nationmal Fire Protection Association's "Tearn Not to Burn'
Foundation to deliver public education programs on fire safety.

—— The National Volunteer Fire Council to establish fire fighter
health and safety programs.

-- The National Assoclation of State Fire Marshals to establish a
#John Heinz Memorial Scholarship Fund."

-~ The International Association of Arson Investigators Educational

Foundation to design and maintain arseon prevention programs.

THE FIRE SERVICE BILL OF RIGHTS

x America's fire service' should be acknowledged as ouxr first
responders to domestic emergencies.

* Members of America's fire service deserve every protection
from the dangers associated with emergency response. '

%+ Family members of those in the fire service should be provided
for in the event of the service-connected loss or disability of a
family member. ,

* Members of fire services should be educated in the latest fire
and life safety sciences and should have access to ongoing training
programs to be able to take full advantage of the latest information.

% Fire services should be provided with state of the art
equipment and apparatus to handle all emergency situations. |

% America's fire services deserve to have access to up to date
fire and life safely programs to enable them to protect the public
with minimal risk to the safety of their members.

* Responding fire services have a right to know the kind of
danger presented by hazardous materials.

%4 Fire services should be fully informed of the threat of
infectious diseases their members face during the course of life
safety. . - ' :

* America's fire services have the right to expect that the
American people will be full partners in the struggle to preserve
life and property. .

# The history of American fire services and the sacrifices their
members have made to protect lives and property in communities across
the nation desderve to commended and honored.
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H.R. 2448 by Rep. Curt Weldon (R-PA)

Benjamin Franklin Memorial Fire Service Bill of Rlghts Act; Benjamin Franklin
Natlonal Memorial Commemorative Coin Act; Fire Service Bill of Rights Act;
Benjamin Franklin National Meworial Commemorative Medal and Fire Service Bill
of Rights Act :

official Title (Caption): ‘
A bill to previde for the minting of coins in commemoration of Banjamin
Franklin arnd to enact a fire service bill of rights.

Introduced on Thursday, May 23, 1881
Overview and Outlook Copyright (c) 1992 Legi-Slate, Inc.

OVERVIEW: The bill [H.R.2448)] would direct the secretary of the Treasury to
mint medals commemorating Benjamin Franklin's contribution to the advancement
of science and te the Amerjcan Fire Service,

Proceeds from the silver medals would bensfit the Benjamin Franklin National
Memorial, as well as various firefighting organizations for fiyre training
grants; college scholarships in fire science; burn injury research; arson
Prevention programs; and scholarships for children and spouses of firefightars
and emergency medical personnel killed in duty. ‘

The House Banking Committee's Consumer Affairs and Coinage Subcommittee
deleted a provision stipulating that coins be minted. Also taken out was a
fire service bill of rights, astablishing the right of firefighters to know
the danger they face from hazardeus materials and infectious diseases. Membars
felt such a provision wasn't within the Jurisdiction of the banking committes
or Congrass.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Curt Weldon, R-Pa., is controversial because
opponents fear that commemorative medals for fraternal organizations or
nonprofit groups will open the f£loed gates to groups representing police
officers, teachers, medical technicians and others. Coins were changed to
medale to alleviate those concerns, but they still exist.

"I can see demands rising for a teacher'commemorativa, a police officer
commemorative,” said Rep. Larry LaRocco, D=Idaho, the sole vote against the

bill when it was marked up by the subcommittee on June 9, 1%%2. The vote was
15-10 .

The House Committee on Banking, Finance, and Urban Affairs approved the bill
on June 18, 1992. The House passed the bill on Oct., 3, 1892,
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Abstract '
(from Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress)

Directs the Secretary of the Treasury to mint coins to commemoratse tha
contribution of Benjamin Franklin to the advancement of science and to the
American Fire Service. .
Sets forth a fire service bill of rights.

Digest
(from Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress)

Benjamin Franklin Memorial Fire Service Bill of Rights Act -~
Title I:; Minting of Benjamin Frarklin National Memorial Commemorative Coin

Benjamin Franklin National Memorial Commemorative Coin Act ~ Directs
the Secretary of the Treasury to issue: (1) five dellar gold coins
emblematic of Benjamin Franklin's contributions to the advancement of
science; {2) one dollar silver cocins amblematic of Benjamin Franklin's
contributions to the American Fire Service. Sets forth sale and issuance
guidelines, including a general waiver of procurement regulations and
surchargse distributions.

Title II: Fire Service Bill of Rights :

Fire Service Bill of Rights Act -~ Amends the Federal Fire Prevention
and Control Act of 1974 to set forth a fire service bill of rights,
including the right of responding fire services to: (1) know the kind of
dangsr presented by hazardous materials they face in energency responsas;
and {2) be fully informed of infactious diseases theilr members face during
the course of life safety activities. Declares that the bill of rights does
not create any private right of action.




’ H.}. 2448
One Aundred Second Qtungrzss'nf the Wnited States of zmtl

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Friday, the third day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and ninety-two

SR | ~ Qn 4Act

To provide for the minting of medals in commemoration of Benjamin Franklin
and to enact a fire service bill of rights.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Benjamin Franklin National
XIemorial- Commemorative Medal and Fire Service Bill of Rights
. Ct”-

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress makes the following findings:’

(1) America’s fire services should be acknowledged as our.
first responder to domestic emergencies.

(2) Members of America’s fire services deserve every protec-
tion from the dangers associated with emergency response.

(3) Family members of those in the fire services should
be provided for in the event of the service-connected loss or

, disabilitil[of any member of a fire service. .

(4) Members of fire services should be educated in the
latest fire and life safety sciences, and should have access
to ongoing training programs to be able to take full advantage
of the latest information.

(5) Fire services should be provided with state-of-the-art
equipment and apparatus to handle all emergency situations.

(6) America’s fire services deserve to have access to up-
to-date fire and life safety programs to enable them to protect
the public with minimal risk to the safety of their members.

(7) Responding fire services have a right to know the kind
of danger presented by hazardous materials they face in all
emergency responses.

(8) Fire services should be fully informed of the threat
of infectious diseases their members face during the course
of life safety activities. ‘ .

(9) America’s fire services have the right to expect that
the American people will be full partners in the struggle to
preserve life and property from the ravages of fire and other
disasters.

(10) The history of American fire services and the sacrifices
their members have made to protect lives and property in
communities across the Nation deserve to be commemorated
and honored.

N (11) A commemorative medal would" help recognize the
achievements and needs of America’s fire services. N

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION.

i}

(a) IssUANCE.—The Secretary of the Treasury (in this title -
referred to as the “Secretary”) shall issue not more than 1,500,000
medals each of which shall contain 1 ounce of silver.
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(b) DESIGN.—The design of the medals shall contain suitable
emblems, devices, and inscriptions in commemoration of Benjamin
Franklin’s contributions to the American Fire Service. Such design
shall be selected by the Secretary after consultation with the Chair-
man of the Benjamin Franklin National Memorial at the Franklin
Institute, the Chairman of the Congressional Fire Services Institute,
and the Chairman of the Commission of Fine Arts.

(¢) NaTioNAL MEDALS.—The medals issued under subsection
(a) are national medals for purposes of chapter 51 of title 31,
United States Code.

SEC. 4. SOURCES OF BULLION.

The Secretary shall obtain silver for the medals authorized
under section 3 from stockpiles established under the Strategic
and Critical Minerals Stock Piling Act (50 U.S.C. 98 et seq.).

' SEC. 5. SALE OF MEDALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The medals authorized under section 3 shall
be sold by the Secretary at a price equal to the cost of production,
plus the cost of designing and issuing such medals (including labor,
materials, dies, use of machinery, and overhead expenses), and
the surcharge provided for in subsection (d).

(b) BUuLK SALES.—The Secretary shall make bulk sales of the
medals authorized under section 3 at a reasonable discount.

(c) PREPAID ORDERS.—The Secretary shall accept prepaid orders
for the medals authorized under section 3 prior to the issuance
of such medals. Sales under this subsection shall be at a reasonable
discount to reflect the benefit of prepayment. '

(d) SURCHARGES.—AIl sales of the medals authorized under
section 3 shall include a surcharge of $15 per medal.

SEC. 6. MARKETING.

The Secretary shall develop a domestic marketing program
to promote and sell the medals authorized under section 3 in
the United States.

SEC. 7. ISSUANCE OF MEDALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The medals authorized under section 3 may
be issued in uncirculated and proof qualities, except that not more
than 1 facility of the United States Mint may be used to strike
any particular quality. _

(b) COMMENCEMENT OF ISSUANCE.—The Secretary may issue

‘the medals authorized under section 3 beginning on July 1, 1993.

(¢c) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—No medals authorized under
section 8 may be minted after June 30, 1994.

SEC. 8. GENERAL WAIVER OF PROCUREMENT REGULATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection (b), no provi-
sion of law governing procurement or public contracts shall be
applicable to the procurement of goods or services necessary for
issuing the medals authorized under section 3.

(b) EQuaL. EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY.—Subsection (a) shall
not relieve any person entering into a contract under the authority
of this title from complying with any law relating to equal employ-
ment opportunity. '
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SEC. 9. DISTRIBUTION OF SURCHARGES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in gection 11, all sur-
charges described in gection. 5(d) which are received by the Secretary
shall be promptly paid by the Secretary.as follows:

(1) AMOUNTS PAID FOR THE BENJAMIN FRANKLIN NATIONAL
MEMORIAL.—Subject to gection 10, the Secretary shall pay to
the Franklin Institute (custodian of the Benjamin Franklin
Natjonal Memorial) 12.5 percent of the amount of such sur-
charges received. Such amounts shall be used—

> (A) to restore and renovate the Benjamin Franklin

National Memorial (in this section referred to as the

“Memorial”);

(B) for exhibits and programs in the Memorial or in
the adjoining areas of the Franklin Institute relating to
the Memorial, Benjamin Franklin, or to science and edu-
cation;

(C) for funds for the acchisition and preservation of
artifacts relatin to Benjamin Franklin; and

(D) to establish, in consultation with the Secretary
of the Interior, an endowment in an amount determined
sufficient for the Memorial, to ensure the continued upkeep
and maintenance of the Memorial.

(2) AMOUNTS PAID FOR OTHER PURPOSES.—Subject to section
10, the Secretary shall pay, of the amount of the surcharges
received—

(A) 12.5 percent to the Institute of Life Safety Tech-
nology and Emergency Management Education to provide
grants to colleges and universities for fire training courses
at no cost to participants (such Institute ghall not require
the use of specific course materials as a condition for the
receipt of a grant by a college or university);

(B) 12.5 percent to the International Association of
Fire Chiefs Foundation to award scholarships for college
level courses in fire science, en ineering, and related fields;

(C) 12.5 percent to the International Association of -

Fire Fighters Burn Foundation for burn injury research
at hospital burn centers and other qualified medical
research organizations;

(D) 12.5 percent to the National Fire Protection
Associations’ Learn Not To Burn Foundation to deliver
public education programs and resources to low income

residents in rural an urban communities which have high .

fire injury and death rates; .

(E) 12.5 percent to the National Volunteer Fire Council
Foundation to establish and maintain programs to promote
the health and safety of all firefighters;

(F) 12.5 percent to the National Association of State
Fire Marshals to establish and maintain the “John Heinz
Memorial Scholarship Fund” to provide educational schol-
arships to the gurviving children and spouses of fallen
firefighters and emergency medical personnel as qualified
under the Public Safety Officers Benefit Program; and

(G) 12.5 percent to the International Association of
Arson Investigators Educational Foundation to design and
maintain arson prevention programs.

(b) AVAILABILITY OF LIST OF SURVIVING CHILDREN AND SPOUSES
10 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE FIRE MARSHALS.—For purposes

[P EAE T~ - few By B
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of providing educational scholarships described in subsection
(aX2)(F), the Attorney General shall make a list of surviving chil-
dren and.spouses referred to in such subsection available to the
National Association of State Fire Marshals on a timely basis.

SEC. 10. AUDITS.

(a) FRANKLIN INSTITUTE.—AS a condition for receiving the pro-
ceeds of the surcharges pursuant to section 9(a)X1), the Franklin
Institute shall allow the Comptroller General to examine such
books, records, documents, and other data of the Institute as may
be related to the expenditure of amounts paid, and the management
and exgenditures of the endowment established under subpara-
graph (F) of such section.

(b) INSTITUTE OF LIFE SAFETY TECHNOLOGY AND EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT EDUCATION, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE FIRE
MARSHALS, AND THE FIVE FIRE SERVICE FOUNDATIONS.—AS a condi-
tion for receiving the proceeds of the surcharges pursuant to section
9(aX2), the Institute of Life Safety Technology and Emergency
Management Education, the National Asgociation of State Fire Mar-
shals, and the 5 fire service foundations described in subparagraphs
(B), (C), (D), (E), and (G) of section 9(a)X2), shall allow the Comptrol-
ler General to examine such books, records, documents, and other
data as may be related to the expenditure of amounts paid.

(c) ADMINISTRATIVE, OVERHEAD, OR OTHER EXPENSES PROHIB-
ITED.—No funds received under section 9, and no interest accruing
on any such funds, may be used for administrative purposes, over-
head expenses, or for any other purpose not described in such
section. : .

SEC. 11. FINANCIAL ASSURANCES.

(a) No NET COST TO THE GOVERNMENT.—The Secretary shall -

take all actions necessary to ensure that the issuance of the medals
authorized under section 3 shall result in no net cost to the Federal
Government. ,
(b) RECOVERY OF COSTS TO FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.—
(1) RELEASE OF SURCHARGES UPON RECEIPT OF FUNDS.—
The Secretary shall not distribute the amount of any surcharge
under section 9 until the Secretary has received funds, either
from the sale of medals authorized under this Act or from
private donations, sufficient to ensure that the issuance of
- medals under this Act shall result in no net cost to the Federal
Government. -
(2) RECOVERY OF EXPENSES FROM SURCHARGES.—TIf all costs
to the Federal Government in connection with the issuance

of medals under this Act are not recovered from the sale of |

such medals or from private donations as of the termination
of the program in accordance with section 7, the Secretary
ghall reduce the amount of the surcharges retained pursuant
to garagraph (1) by the amount of such shortfall and apply
such amount to the cost of issuing such medals.

(3) DISTRIBUTION OF BALANCE OF SURCHARGES.—Any sur-
charges remaining after any reduction in the amount of such
surcharges pursuant to paragraph (2) shall be distributed in
accordance with section 9. 4
(c) PAYMENT FOR MEDALS.—No medal authorized under section

3 shall be issued unless the Secretary has received—
: (1) full payment, as determined under section 5;
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(2) security satisfactory to the Secretary to indemnify the
United States for full payment; or

(3) a guarantee of full payment satisfactory to the Secretary
from a depository institution whose deposits are insured by
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the National
Credit Union Administration Board.

A S

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the/ nitztates and

‘President of the Senate.




