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[Acknowledgements.] And of course, hats off to our hosts -

- Steve and Gretel Bencic. [/

iLannL‘?ﬂﬁsw*/ I bring greetings today from your Governor

tresh

friend, George Voinovich. This is the first time he's missed owu

on Steve and Gretel's cooking since 1966 -- but

reason today. Governor Voinovich is on a trade

jobs for Ohio workers. [/

Hmea -- opening new markets for Ohio goods, and creating new f;f |

¥ lopuct et

Ch /W Ww% %&@

7,@’:/

and my good

he's got good
=t

mission to SewEh™

Mold (1> ‘

Indares >

H oA oy
[[You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the ‘3

story behind it. I don't want to give ay her
N D e
Mothet

today she's returning the favor, to help the peo
Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need.
in the American spirit: plenty of heart, always
ready to help neighbors in neg&. //1]

And afteyq xxxx thousand Meals Ready to Eat,

airlift Gretel'S cake to Miami to take care of

R ma—

amest 50 D2~
age, but _ years

\
ago, when Gretel was years old, ;he:war:in Euroég}separated her3/

from her family. The Red Cross came to Gretel's rescue -- so

Pest ok per ‘
ple of South Gw-] et

That's the best

generous, always

ﬁe may just ’&/q‘(e/
//

[[And I want to salute today the contingents of Ohio's

finest -- Ohio National Guard units xxxx and xxx

southern Florida.]]

"’bmorrov\/\lod, o:') avx']L "FYDW\/ Clevel>nl

oute now to

(c\ls) L,aufe\ P&S&\C/_,G\V.\/o:p\g\fm(s .‘F\(.
wi\\\c,a\\ wifA W) 0{;[( vuu'h
b lzine befort

SaJ(WA/w’ :



G|
It
2
It's great to be here in Painsville to help open thij/year'
Oktobi?fest. You've got the, four basic food groups: pancakes
and syrup / bratwurst and beer. // And not one sprig of fevirm to-T
broccoli in sight. //
This festival has always been a celebration of cultures --
but this year, in a very special way, it is a celebration of the
spirit. We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe,
across continents, from Managua to Moscow, millions of men and
women now celebrate a new birth of freedom. For the people here
today -- people who came to America from the 0ld Country -- who
prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed -- this
change we've worked for -- is a miracle come true.
There are those -- to quote the poet -- who will say that
the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is N(ﬁﬂ?
nothing but a dream.
And they are right. / It is the American Dream.
Today, our challenge is to bring that spirit home -- home
from the towns your parents and grandparents were born in, to
this new world we call America. To focus this great nation on
the new mission at hand. //
I know the main attraction this morning is pancakes, not
<?;olitic . So today I've set aside the standard Labor Day speech.
I want to do something a little different -- I want to take a few

minutes to speak to you about a serious matter, something you

should be thinking about as you go into that voting booth
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November 3rd: About the way we can change America's health care
system for the better. //

Think about the challenges we face as a nation: Anyone
concerned about America's competitiveness has to see controlling
health care costs as key to a healthy economy. / Think about
the concerns we have as parents: Health care -- for ourselves,
for our kids -- has to top the list. //

Maybe you're worried about what happens to your health care
if you change jobs -- or worse still, if you lose your job.

Maybe you've got a child with a long-term illness. You're
worried that if you leave your job -- even to take a better one -
- you'll lose your health care. [[LETTER FROM CLEVELAND GIRL,
TIFFANY MCNALLY, ON FAMILY'S HEALTH PROBLEMS....]] //

The one thing this crisis is not about is guality of care.
American health care is first-rate, number one in the world.
Since 1980, average life expectancy in America is up -- infant
mortality is down. Deaths from heart disease are down. Deaths
from stroke -- down. One bé& reason is the ([%XX] Jpercent increase PJB“kf%

\X\L’\Qnﬁ\ rabie S
1n federal medical research in everthing from Alzheimers to AIDS.

quality care system. But the cost we pay for health care

% céA/ OMd right now, the vast majority of Americans have access to

517

A

has skyrocketed. Maybe it won't surprise anyone who's made a
trip to the pharmacy for presciption pills lately -- but
America's annual health care costs have risen from $74 billion

dollars in 1970 to /§800/billion dollars today.

than 30 million Americans have no insurance at all.

And still, more
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And don't kid yourselves. We all pay for high health care
costs -- more than once. High health costs are a drag on our
economy -- drive up the deficit =-- and soak up money we need for
other vital public programs. //

Back in Washington, some of the political pundits say that
health care is a Democratic issue. Well, I don't believe that,
and I'll tell you why: We've got the compassion -- and the
common sense =-- to change our system for the better. Health care
reform is a key part of my agenda for economic security. //

I listen to the American people. You want to know you've
got insurance you can count on -- whether you keep your job /
lose your job / or change your job. I don't hear you calling for
higher taxes to finance a government take-over of our hospitals.

You see, I think that government is too big and it spends
too much. Right now, the cost of health care eats up 13 percent
of all the goods and services we produce. The last thing I want
to do is put the government in charge of 13 percent more of the
American economy. [/

And yet that's what some people want: To nationalize our
health care system. Put government in control: let government
set prices, let government ration the kind of care people get --
how much, what kind, and when they'll get it. / Go the
government route, and you know what we'll get: A health care
system that combines the efficiency of the House Post Office with

the compassion of the KGB. //
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g You know, that comparison made a few people hot under theé[a&f’
: J
collar. I even got one letter from Russia telling me: "Quit ﬂl hﬂﬂz
running down the KGB." [/ 4z5éﬂl

Nationalize health care, and here's what we're in for: Lqﬁg C&e
waiting lists for surgery -- shortages of the high-tech equipméntf+g,
responsible for so many of the miracles of modern medicine.//bne
examplez//Right now, the Cleveland Clinic performs 10 coronary reb. 12~

Creckw/[ Toun Swll)
bypass surgeries a day. High tech, high quality surgery --
without any wait.//gut if you live across Lake Erie in Canada, GQ,&doawdw

: . N
the wait for coronary bypass surgery is six months. Need your 1

tonsils out? Take a number: The waiting list in Canada is 3 and

1/2 months. //

And then there's the cost. . 5 ‘5C‘W
tuat
nationalized health care would mean a whopping $250 to $500 -

billion dollars a year in new taxes. //

But you won't hear about higher taxes from the folks pushing
that scheme. Ask them about the side-effects of their plan, and

they just say: Take two aspirin -- and call me after the

election. //

But there's another proposal out there that's every bit as
harmful to the economy. Maybe you've heard of it -- it's called
"Play or pay," and here's what it means: Each employer must
"play" -- meaning: provide insurance for employees, or they can
"pay" =-- a payroll tax to finance government health coverage.

Well, Play or Pay will leave a lot of small businesses --

businesses that are the heartbeat of this American economy
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-- with a tough choice: One, cut workers' wages to pay for

mandated health care. Two, fire some workers and use the savings

to cover the rest. Or three: raise prices, and try to pass along HL
the cost to the consumer. Some reliable studies say a 7 percent
payroll tax will cost this country 700,000 jobs. Higher prices,
lower wages, lost jobs: Any way you look at it -- that's the

wron rescription for America. //

In the end, "Play or pay" is really no different from
HEe
nationalized health carey//}'m tempted to call it "pay and pay."

It invites employers to stop offering health benefits, throw the
problem in the government's lap, and dump millions of working fH

Americans into a public plan like Medicaid. / And because the new

payroll taxes in Play or Pay can't possibly pay for the program -

(rest of? He
- you, the American taxpayer, will have to pick up theﬁtab. //

The fact is: We can reform health care without pushing our
economy into intensive care. // We start with these objectives:
a health care system built on choice -- not government control.

e
One that keeps costs down -- and opens up access. But above all, =

B QAR

a health care system that gives all Americans real security --
security / that if they change jobs, if they or their kids
develop serious health problems, they'll still be able to count
on the coverage they need. //
My plan meets every one of these objectives. W -

>

07 ol
~ qgﬁétart/ﬂfymaking health care more accessible -- by making

health insurance more affordable. For low-income individuals and

o families, I propose a health insurance credit -- up to H3,750
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dollars a year to help people buy private health insurance.

Middle-income individuals and families -- all the way up to those

making $80,0003~- will get a health insurance tax deduction. All
told, that's new help to purchase health insurance for 70 million
Americans.

Take a family of two parents with a child: One working
parent -- employed by a company that doesn't provide health
coverage. That family's total income is $10,000f-- low enough to
put them under the poverty line, but high enough to make them
ineligible for Medicaid. / Right now, that family falls through
the crackéig- can't afford any health care coverage at all.

Under m lan, that would change: this family would qualify for

$3750 health care credit -- payable to the health care insurer of

All together, my plan will bring health care coverage to

almost 30 million uninsured Americans -- security to people who,

for far too long, have had to do without. //
And as we open up health care to all Americans, we can cut

runaway costs =-- by making the system more efficient. The key is

something we call Health Insurance Networks -- to pool small

businesses that too Oft§P can't afford to fer heqlth insurance
[£-93

. e

to their workers, % worry 'tﬁat* one worker QIness or acgj.dent
could drive everyone's health insurance through the rooﬁai—
Insurance costs obey the "law of large numbers:" The larger

the group being insured, the lower the cost per individual.

Think of it this way: What kind of a deal can you get bargaining

°v~‘3 fre porenfl— lnds qualify %1\-e'h'cellj wni| Wyl scheol i wm denpovech,
T adefed sective o b 4o it Somefhing else ~not BinfS .
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’ with the grocer to buy one box of cereal? Now let's say you got
together with everyone on your street, or better yet everyone in
hw)&ﬁO your town, and then went back to buy cereal? You'd drive a

wb harder bargain and get a better price. The same thing works for

v&/health care.
We're also going to cut health care costs by wringing out
waste and excess in the present system. That's why we've

targetted malpractice insurance for reform. You shouldn't have

doing just that: High malpractice premiums mean higher doctors'

Hi—

to pay a lawyer when you go to the doctor. Right now, people are

ills, higher hospital costs =-- costs passed along not only to
the patient, but to every American taxpaye [[Last year alone

wealth cosf?

prlegal costs inflated our deeters-bilids by<g§;£illion dollars.

Some I know are sceptical -- they think the savings won't
add up. But I can tell you, when each year's health care costs
total more than what we spend on our kids' education and our
bp* country's national defense -- combined -- even small changes can
save us billions.

I won't detail this morning the y the Health Insurance
Networks I mentioned will save money by)hélping cut red tape and
paperwork -- the way we'll simplify andlspeed up claims
processing, or bring the growth in government health programs
under control. But I will say this: If we made the changes I've he

talked about, my plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars in

the next four years. //
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(Now I know: We can't do it all between now and November 3rd
-- but we can make a start:) So today I challenge the Congress:
Start with my small business reforms -- with the package that
will mean affordable, quality health care for millions of
Americans who don't have it now, and pass my plan. And I ask all
of you here to join me -- tell the Congress it's time to act. //

You know, when you're President, you get a lot of advice --

from all over the country, from people of all ages. Here's one
example, from a boy named Cory, 11 years old, on what a President
should do when you're fighting with Congress, and you just can't

get things done. Here's the quote: "Meet at the Capitol at

‘mldnlght and check the Constitution to see who's right." //
Y

\\aidl Well, if it gets things done ... maybe it's worth a try. /
A Y

I know there are those who say this nation has seen its best
day. They don't know the whole world still believes in America's
magic. They don't see the whole world thinks America is just
another way of saying ... the future.

Now that the entire world is turning our way -- toward free
government, free markets, less bureaucracy, less red tape and
more competition -- we can't turn back. America will move
forward -- mold the future into a new American century.

Cg can’ dwo/f the Amerl;:an pegpfé} We can 1lift this
country to new heights, to new hope. An& we will build the

strong, secure America we want to pass on to our kids. //

Once again, my thanks for this warm Ohio welcome -- and may

God bless the United States of America.




TN McGroarty/Walters
$) \ September 3, 1992
1:00 p.m.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEXL é
PAINSVILLE, OHIO
SEPTEMBER 5, 1992
9:30 A.M.

[Acknowledgements.] And of course, hats off to our hosts -
- Steve and Gretel Bencic. //

I bring greetings today from your Governor and my good
friend, George Voinovich. This is the first time he's missed out
on Steve and Gretel's cooking since 1966 -- but he's got good
reason today. Governor Voinovich is on a trade mission to South
Korea -- opening new markets for Ohio goods, and creating new
jobs for Ohio workers. [/

[[(You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the
story behind it. I don't want to give away her age, but __ years
ago, when Gretel was 2 years old, the war in Europe separated her
from her family. The Red Cross came to Gretel's rescue -- so
today she's returning the favor, to help the people of South
Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need. That's the best
in the American spirit: plenty of heart, always generous, always
ready to help neighbors in need. //])

[[And I want to salute today the contingents of Ohio's
finest -- Ohio National Guard units xxxx and xxx, on route now to
southern Florida.]]

It's great to be here in Painsville to help open this year's

Oktoberfest. You've got the four basic food groups: pancakes




2
and syrup / bratwurst and beer. // And not one sprig of

broccoli in sight. //

This festival has always been a celebration of cultures --

4

e
P

but this year, in a very special way, it is a lebration o
N,

spirit. We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe,
across continents, from Managua to Moscow, millions of men and
women now celebrate a new birth of freedom. For the people here
today -- people who came to America from the 0ld Country -- who
prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed -- this
change we've worked for -- is a miracle come true.

There are those -- to quote the poet -- who will say that

the liberation of humanity, the
nothing but a dream.
And they are right. / 1It
Today, our challenge is to
from the towns your parents and
this new world we call America.
the new mission at hand. //

I know the main attraction

politics. So today I've set aside the standard Labor Day speech.

I want to do something a little
minutes to speak to you about a
should be thinking about as you

November 3rd: About the way we

system for the better. //

freedom of man and mind, is

is the American Dream.
bring that spirit home =-- home
grandparents were born in, to

To focus this great nation on

this morning is pancakes, not

different -- I want to take a few

serious matter, something you

go into that voting booth

can change America's health care



3

Think about the challenges we face as a nation: Anyone
concerned about America's competitiveness has to see controlling
health care spending as key to a healthy economy. / Think about
the concerns we have as parents: Health care -- for ourselves,
for our kids -- has to top the list. //

I want to tell you a story about a family from Dorset, Ohio
-- a family I first learned about when Tiffany McNally wrote me
at the White House two years ago. Tiffany just turned 16 last
week. Her Mom is healthy -- but her Dad has a rare blood
disease. So do her two sisters and her two brothers.

Tiffany doesn't have the blood disease -- you see, she was
adopted. But through her birth mother, Tiffany was born with
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. [/

Chuve A

Tiffany's mom works part-time as a secretary at their

el e b

church; her dad is a utilty worker. A single routine visit to
//‘./{ 4 ,’r'./.é//{(»_
the doctor costs more than Mrs. McNally earns all month. My

point today isn't to tell you how tough things are in Tiffany's
house. 1I'd say keeping things together the way they do is a
miracle -- but you ask the McNallys -- they'll say they "make
do."™

No, I want to focus on one thing Tiffany and her family
shouldn't have to worry about: If Mr. McNally was laid off -- or
worse still, if he lost his job, well in Mrs. McNally's words:
"They'd be sunk." Let's say Mr. McNally found a new job -- a

better job -- but the catch was: No new health insurer would
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carry him or his family. He'd have to stay put, and let that
opportunity pass him by.

Well, that is wrong. That's one of the things we've got to
change -- and that's why I want to see my plan passed. Because
health care reform isn't just about studies and cold statistics -
- it's about real worries / real lives.

Let's be clear: The one thing this crisis is not about is
guality of care. American health care is first-rate, number one
in the world. Since 1980, average life expectancy in America is
up -- infant mortality is down. Death rates from heart disease
are down. Deaths from stroke -- down. One big reason is the
[xx] percent increase in federal medical research in everything
from Alzheimers to AIDS.

And right now, 200 million Americans have access to this
quality care system. But the cost we pay for health care has
skyrocketed. Maybe it won't surprise anyone who's made a trip to
the doctor or the pharmacy for prescriptioq/ﬁfiig lately -- but
America's annual health care costs have ris;;Hffom $74 billion
dollars in 1970 to $800 billion dollars today. And still, more
than 30 million Americans have no insurance at all.

And don't kid yourselves. We all pay for high health care
costs -- more than once. High health costs are a drag on our
economy =-- drive up the deficit -- and soak up money you need for
other important family expenses. // That's why health care

reform is a key part of my agenda for economic security. //
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I listen to the American people. You want to know you've
got insurance you can count on -- whether you keep your job /
lose your job / or change your job. I don't hear you calling for
higher taxes to finance a government take-over of our hospitals.

You see, I think that government is too big and it spends
too much. Right now, the cost of health care eats up 13 percent
of all the goods and services we produce. The last thing I want
to do is put the government in charge of another huge chunk of
the American economy. [/ |

And yet that's what some péople want: To nationalize our
health care system. Put government in control: let government
fix prices, let _government ration the kind of care people get --
how much, what kind, and when they'll get it. / Go the
government route, and you know what we'll get: A health care
system that combines the efficiency of the House Post Office with
" the compassion of the KGB. [/

You know, that comparison made a few people hot under the
collar. 'I even got one letter from Russia telling me: "Quit
running down the KGB." //

Nationalize health care, and here's what we're in for: Long
waiting lists for surgery -- shortages of the high-tech equipment
responsible for so many of the miracles of modern medicine. One
example: Right now, the Cleveland Clinic performs 10 coronary
bypass surgeries a day. High téch, high quality surgery --
without any wait. But if you livé across Lake Erie in Canada,

the wait for coronary bypass surgery is up to six months. Need
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your tonsils out? Take a number: The waiting list in Canada is
3 and 1/2 months. That's not the kind of system America wants or
needs.

And then there's the cost. According to some studies,
natioﬁalized health care would mean a whopping §2§g_§g_§§gg
billion dollars a vear in new taxes. //

But you won't hear about higher taxes from the folks pushing
that scheme. Ask them about the side-effects of their plan, and
they just say: Take two aspirin -- and call me after the
election. // '

But there's another proposal out there that's every bit as
harmful to the economy. Maybe you've heard of it -- it's called
"Play or pay," and here's what it means: Each employer must
play" -- meaning: provide insurance for employees, or they can
"pay" -- a payroll tax to finance government health coverage.

Well, Play or Pay will leave a lot of small businesses --
businesses that are the heartbeat of this American economy
~- with a tough choice: One, cut workers' wages to pay for
mandated health care. Two, fire some workers and use the savings
to cover the rest. Or three: raise prices, and try to pass along
the cost to the consumer. Some-reliéble studies say a 7 percent
payroll tax will cost this country 700,000 jobs. Highef prices,
lower wages, lost jobs: Any way you look at it -- that's the
wrong prescription for America. [/

In the end, "Play or pay" is really no different from

nationalized health care. I'm tempted to call it "pay and pay
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and pay again." It invites employers to stop offering health
benefits, throw the problem in the government's lap, and dump
millions of working Americans into a public plan like Medicaid.
And because the new payroll taxes in Play or Pay can't possibly
pay for the program -- you, the American taxpayer, will have to
pick up the tab. //

The fact is: We can reform health care without pushing our
economy into intensive care. // We start with these objectives:
an efficient health care system built on competition -- not

government control. One that keeps costs down -- and opens up

access -- and allows choice in care. But above all, a health
care system that gives all Americans real security -- security /

that if they change jobs, if they or their kids develop serious
health problems, they'll still be able to count on the coverage
they need. //

My plan meets every one of these objectives.

We can start making health care more accessible by making
health insurance more affordable. For low-income individuals and
families, I propose a health insurance credit -- up to $3,750
dollars a year that will guarantee a quality health insurance
package for the poor. Middle-income individuals and families --
all the way up to those making $80,000 dollars -- will get a

health insurance tax credit or deduction that will ease the

burden of health insurance costs. All told, that's new help to

purchase health insurance for 90 million Americans.
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Take a family of two parents with a child: One working
parent -- employed by a company that doesn't provide health
coverage. That family's total income is $13,000 -- low enough to
put them at the poverty line, but high enough to make them
ineligible for Medicaid. / Right now, that family falls through
the cracks -- can't afford any health care coverage at all.

Under m lan, that would change: this family would quélify for
$3750 health care credit -- payable to the health care insurer of
their choice. And lafge statefinsurance pools will ensure that
our credit will pay the full cdét of a quality health plan. //

All together, my plan will bring health care coverage to
almost 30 million uninsuréd Americans -- security to people who,
for far too long, have had to do without. //

And as we open up health care to all Americans, we can cut
runaway costs -- by making the system more efficient. The key is
something we call Health Insurance Networks -- to pool together
individuals and businesses that too often can't afford to offer
health insurance to their workers -- or that worry that one
worker's illness or accident could drive everyone's health
insurénce through the roofﬂ

Here's how it works. Insurance costs obey the "law of large
numbers:" The larger the'group being insured, the lower the cost
per individual -- the broader the risk is spread -- the lower the
administrative overhead. Think of it this way: What kind of a
deal cah you get bargaining with a dealer to buy one car? Now

let's say you got together with some frieds -- or with a
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purchasinfg(égggjl- and then went back to negotiate with the car
dealer? You'd drive a harder bargain -- and get the same car for
a better price. Well, the same thing works for health care.
We've got to use market forces to drive down costs and increase
efficiencies.

We're also going to cut health care costs by wringing out
waste and excess in the present system. That's why we've
fargeted malpractice insurance for reform. You shouldn't have to
pay a léﬂyer when you go to the doctor. Right now, people are
doing just that: High malpractice premiums mean higher doctors’
bills, expensive, unecessary tests and higher hospital costs --
costs passed along not only to the patient, but to every American
taxpayer. Last year alone, legal costs inflated our doctors
bills by $20 billion dollars.

Some I know are skeptical =-- they think the savings won't
add up. But I can tell you, when each year's health care costs
total more than what we spend on our kids' education and our
country's national defense -- combined -~ even small changes can
save us billions.

In my 94-page plan, I've laid out all the ways Health
Insurance Networks will save mohey by helping cut red tape and
paperwork =-- the way we'll simplify and speed up claims
processing -- and bring the growth in government health programs
under control. If we made all the changes I've talked about, my

plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars in the next four

years. [/
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So today I challenge the Congress: Start with my small
business reforms -- with the package that will mean affordable,
quality health care for millions of Americans who don't have it
now, and pass my plan. And I ask all of you here to join me -=
tell the Congress it's time to act. //

You know, when you're President, you get a lot of advice --
from all over the country, from people of all ages. Here's one
example, from a boy named Cory, 11 years old, on.ﬁhat a President
should do when ySﬁ're fighting with Congress, and you just can't
get things done. Here's the quote: "Meet at the Capitol at
midnight, and check the Constitution to see who's right." //

Well, to get things done, I'd sta%jEEh midnight -- every
night -- if it got Congress moving on my program. //

I know there are those who say this nation has seen its best
day. They don't know the whole world still believes in America's
magic. They don't see the whole world thinks America is just
another way of saying ... the future.

Now that the entire world is turning our way -- toward free
government, free markets, less bureaucracy, less red tape and
more competition -- we can't turn back. America will move
forward -- mold the future into a‘new American century.

We can lift this country to new heights, to new hope. and

we will build the strong, secure America we want to pass on to
our kids. //

Once again, my thanks for this warm Ohio welcome -- and may

God bless the United States of America.



McGroarty (Walters/Bunton)
September 3, 1992
**REVISED* * 4:00 p.m.

[health]
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTH CARE
PAINESVILLE, OHIO
SEPTEMBER 5, 1992
9:30 A.M.
[Acknowledgements.] And of course, hats off to our hosts -
- Steve and Gretel Bencic. //[ZfﬁEVVZL‘/Cﬁé]

I bring greetings today from your Governor and my good

friend, George Voinovich. This is the first time Governor

Voinovich missed this event since 1966. He's on a trade mission
to Southfﬁziéiaf: opening new markets for Ohio goods, and
creating new jobs for Ohio workers. // 1I'm sure Korean spring
rolls taste great ... but you can't put syrup on a spring roll.

[[You've all seen Gretel's cake, but you may not know the
story behind it. I don't want to give away her age, but f/_? years
ago, when Gretel was Z years old, the war in Europe separated her
from her fggzé?f The Red Cross came to Gretel's rescue -- so
today she's returning the favor, to help the people of South
Florida and Louisiana in their moment of need.

The survivors of Hurricane Andrew have been eating militay
Meals Ready to Eat forl}O day%} We have a cargo plane on stand-
by -- ready to descend on them with 500 pounds of Gretel's best.

I don't think there'll be a crumb left in sight. //

[[And I want to salute today the contingents of Ohio's

finest -- Ohio National Guard units xxxx and XXX, Qp.rouEe now-te- w

southern Florida.]] /77¢‘/4"44m
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It's great to be here in Painesville to help open this
year's Oktoberfest. You've got the four basic food groups:
pancakes and syrup / bratwurst and beer. // And not a sprig of
broccoli to be seen. //

This festival has always been a celebration of cultures --
but this year, in a very special way, it is a celebration of the
spirit. We've witnessed a world of change. Across Europe,
across continents, from Panama City to Prague, millions of men
and women now celebrate a new birth of freedom. For the people
here today -- people who came to America from the 0ld Country --

who prayed for this day to come, the change we've witnessed --

this change we've worked for -- is a miracle come true.

There are those -- to quote the poet -- who will say that
the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is
nothing but a dream.

And they are right. / It is the American Dream.

Today, our challenge is to bring that spirit home -- home
from the towns your parents and grandparents were born in, to
this new world we call America. To focus this great nation on
the new mission at hand. //

I know the main attraction this morning is pancakes, not
politics. So today I've set aside the standard Labor Day speech.
I want to do something a little different -- I want to take a few

minutes to speak to you about a serious matter, something you

should be thinking about as you go into that voting booth
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November 3rd: About the way we can change America's health care
system for the better. //

Think about the challenges we face as a nation: Anyone
concerned about America's competitiveness has to see controlling
health care spending as key to a healthy economy. / Think about
the concerns we have as parents: Health care -- for ourselves,
for our kids -- has to top the list. //

I want to tell you a story about a family from Dorset, Ohio
-- a family I first learned about when Tiffany McNally wrote me
at the White House (two years ago) Tiffany just turned 16 last
week. Her Mom is healthy =-- but her Dad has a rare blood
disease. So do her two sisters and her two brothers.

Tiffany doesn't have the blood disease -- you see, she was
adopted. But through her natural mother, Tiffany was born with
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. //

| | ik |

Tiffany's mom works part-time as a'secretary at-their < —

Ay Yo bnds
—& —church; her dad is a utility worker. A single routine visit to

the doctor costs more than Mrs. McNally earns all week. My point

today isn't to tell you how tough things are in Tiffany's house.
I'd say keeping things together the way they do is a miracle --
but you ask the McNallys -- they'll say they "make do."

No, I want to focus on one thing Tiffany and her family

shouldn't have to worry about: If Mr. McNally was laid off -- or

worse still, if he lost his job, well in Mrs. McNally's words:
"They'd be sunk." Let's say Mr. McNally found a new job == a

better job -- but the catch was: No new health insurer would
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carry him or his family. He'd have to stay put, and let that
opportunity pass him by.

Well, that is wrong. That's one of the things we've got to
change -- and that's why I want to see my plan passed. Because
health care reform isn't just about studies and cold statistics -
- it's about real worries / real lives.

Let's be clear: The one thing this crisis is not about is
guality of care. American health care is first-rate, number one
in the world. Since 1980, average life expectancy in America is
up -- infant mortality is down. Death rates from heart disease
are down. Deaths from stroke -- down. Part of the reason is one

of the best kept secrets in Washington: And that's that, since I &

took office, we've increased funding for fedéggi medical research

more than Mgs percent, in everything from Alzheimers to AIDS.
Right now, 200 million Americans have access to this quality

care system. But that high quality, high-tech medical care comes

at an unacceptable price:

/’\\ 7235
| 34'million Americans have no insurance
at all -- and millions more are afraid to change jobs for fear of
losing the health insurance they've got. America's health care
costs now tod 800 billion dollars a year|\-- and the cost is
Ack: Lanlinlsgee Op) Au 70§ Scully; offc.

rising two to three times the rate ©of inflation. //

And don't kid yourselves. We all pay for high health care
costs -- more than once. High health costs are a drag on our
economy -- drive up the deficit -- and soak up money you need for

other important family expenses. // That's why health care

reform is a key part of my agenda for economic security. //
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This election year, health care is going to be a Republican
issue. // We've got a good program, and my Democratic opponents
are divided -- between two bad ones, both of which would put
government in charge of health care.

Right now, the cost of health care eats up 13 percent of all
the goods and services we produce. The last thing I want to do
is put the government in charge of another huge chunk of the
American economy. // America simply cannot afford to take a
gamble on government-run health care. [/

The fact is: We can reform health care—bz%hout pushing our
economy into intensive care. // We start with these objectives:
an efficient health care system built on competition to control
costs -- not government control and rationing care. One that

keeps costs down -- and opens up access -- and allows choice in

care. But above all, a health care system that gives all

Americans real security -- security / that if they change jobs,
if they or their kids develop serious health problems, they'll
still be able to count on the coverage they need. //

We've got to build on the strengths of the present system:
on consumer choice, on innovation and state-of-the-art medicine -
- while controlling costs and expanding access.

My plan meets every one of these objectives.

We start making health care more accessible -- by making
health insurance more affordable. For low-income individuals and

families, I propose a health insurance credit -- up to $3,750
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dollars a year that will guarantee a quality health insurance
package for the poor.

Take a family of two parents with a child: One working
parent -- employed by a company that doesn't provide health
coverage. That family's total income is $13,000 -- low enough to
put them at the poverty line, but high enough to make them
ineligible for Medicaid. / Right now, that family falls through
the cracks -- can't afford any health care coverage at all.

Under my plan, that would change: this family would qualify for
$3750 health care credit =-- payable to the health care insurer of
their choice. (And large state insurance pools will ensure that
our credit will pay the full cost of a quality health plan.) //

For middle-income individuals and families -- all the way up

to those making $80,000 dollars =-- my plan provides a health

insurance tax credit or deduction that will ease the burden of

health insurance costs. //
My plan will bring health care coverage to almost 30 million
uninsured Americans -- security to people who, for far too long,
———-"“"‘-“————\

have had to do without. And all told, my plan means new help for

C%%; ( 902m11110n Americans now struggllng to meet health care's runaway
= costs. Almsst 5 mitltin (/ tnte Wit g /) » W“"“ WP/

e K Langenbrunner If ff
My plan provides security to families like = McNallys and
others caught in what health care experts call "job lock" =-- the

fear that because of "pre-existing medical conditions," changing

jobs will cost you and your family their health insurance.
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My plan cuts runaway costs =-- by making the system more
efficient. The key is something we call Health Insurance
Networks -- to pool together individuals and businesses that too
often can't afford to offer health insurance to their workers --

or that worry that one worker's illness or accident could drive
everyone's health insurance through the roof.

Here's how it works. Insurance costs obey the "law of large
numbers:" The larger the group being insured, the lower the cost
per individual thérbriiiz;.the risk 1§_§25239 the lower the

administrative overhead.’ Think of it this way: What kind of a

N

deal can you get bargaining with a dealer to buy one car? Now

let's say you got together with some friends -- or with a
purchasing co-op -- and then went back to negotiate with the car
dealer? You'd drive a harder bargain -- and get the same car for
a better price. Well, the same thing works for health care.
We've got to use market forces to drive down costs and increase
efficiencies.

We're also going to cut health care costs by wringing out
waste and excess in the present system. That's why we've
targeted malpractice insurance for reform.

You shouldn't have to pay a lawyer when you go to the
doctor. Right now, people are doing just that: High malpractice
premiums mean higher doctors' bills, expensive, unnecessary tests
and higher hospital costs -- costs passed along not only to the

patient, but to every American taxpayer. Last year alone, legal

costs inflated our doctoré bills by $20 billion dollars.
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Qb \\\\EBme I know are skeptical -- they think the savings won't
QN add up. But I can tell you, when each year's health care costs

total more than what we spend on our kids' education and our

| country's national defense -- combined -- even small changes can

\\v/save us billions. And if we made all the changes I've talked
about, my plan would save nearly 400 billion dollars in the next
four years. //

I listen to the American people. You want to know you've
got insurance you can count on -- whether you keep your<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>