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ticipated in any way in helping this great city
of Los Angeles.

And the last point is this: I went around
to a lot of the communities. And I have a
genuine feeling in my heart that Los Angeles
is going to bounce right on back and be this
great city that it’s always been.

So may God bless everybody here from
Los Angeles, and my profound thanks to the
rest of you. God bless you all. Thank you
so very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 8:22 am. at
the Los Angeles Coliseum. In his remarks,
he referred to Scott Miller, a Los Angeles fire-
fighter who was injured during the disturb-
ances. A tape was not available for ver-
. ification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks to Community Leaders in
Los Angeles

May 8, 1992

I would get off to a bad start if I didn’t
say what I think everybody else is feeling,
and I want to just congratulate Larisse for
that marvelous rendition of the Star-Span-
gled Banner.

And may I first thank all of you for being
here today. I think they were introduced at
the very beginning, but I want to single out
two members of my Cabinet, Secretary Lou
Sullivan of HHS and Secretary Jack Kemp
from Housing and Urban Development who
are here with me. We've really had a good
tour. I want to salute Senator Seymour, Gov-
ernor Wilson, who's been at my side, both
of them, as we've made this tour through the
city. Pat Saiki of SBA, the Administrator of
the Small Business Administration, came out
early and she is on the ground and doing
a first-class job. And of course, I would like
to also salute Mayor Tom Bradley who has
been so extraordinarily helpful on this visit.
And I'm not going to forget the inspirational
leader of the Challenger, Lou Dantzler.

I would also say to the city officials that
I can-just imagine, given what you all have
been through, the headache that this visit has
caused. And I promise you we plan to leave
right on schedule so things can get back to

|
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normal. But I want to thank everybody in-
volved in facilitating this visit that came, I'm
sure, at a very complicated time for the city.
The Governor, the Mayor, the police, the
L.A. community, everyone has been just fan-
tastic. ‘

And let me say I am truly heartened by
the speed with which the millions of dollars
of Federal relief have reached the city, from
FEMA grants to the small business loans to
urgent tood aid. And I salute David Kearns
and others who came here to coordinate not
to dictate, not to try to dominate but to co-
ordinate with the city and local officials. And
I'm very pleased to see that there is smooth
coordination, everyone pulling together on
the Federal, State, and local level.

It was important I feel that, as President,
I come here to Los Angeles. The community
has been the site of a terrible tragedy. Not
{)ust for you who were impacted the most,

ut for our entire country. And everyone
around the world feels this trauma, everyone
who looks to us as a model of freedom and
justice.

And that's why I want to say just a few
things about my visit, to speak to you about
what I've seen in this city and, most impor-
tantly, as I said at that marvelous ecumenical
church service yesterday at Mt. Zion, we are
one people, we are one family, we are one
Nation under God. And so I want to speak
about our course as a nation.

I can hardly imagine. I try, but I can hardly
imagine the fear and the anger that people
must feel to terrorize one another and burn
each other’s property. But I saw remarkable
signs of hope right next to the tragic signs
of hatred. This marvelous institution, this
boys and girls club stands unscarred, facing
a burned-out block. And its leader is this
wonderful man next to me, Lou Dantzler.
And he started it on the back of an old pickup
truck with a group of kids that wanted to
get off the street. And its existence proves
the power of our better selves. And let’s
never forget it, and let’s count our blessings.

Now let me personalize it a little bit and
tell you why clubs like this matter. A story
about a little kid, Rudy Campbell. I saw him
on television. He looked about 8 years old.
His father was murdered a few years back,
and I didn’t see his mother. Rudy is raised
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by his 22-year-old sister who has five kids
of her own. And he lives in South Central.
Think about what he has already been
through. Now he says he fears that things
will only get “badder and badder and
badder.” And it breaks your heart, and our
children deserve better than that.

I talked a week ago about the law and the
pursuit of justice. And today I want to talk
about what went wrong in L.A. and the un-
derlying causes of the root problems. It can
all be debated, and it should be, but not to
assign blame. Casting blame gets us abso-
lutely nowhere. Honest talk and principled
action can move us forward. And that’s what
we've got to do for Rudy; that’s what we've
got to do for our children, these kids right
here.

This tragedy seemed to come suddenly,
but I think we would all agree it's been many
years in the making. I know it will take time
to put things right. I could have said “put
things right again,” but that would miss a

oint I want to make: Things weren’t right
Eefore a week ago Wednesday. Things aren’t
right in too many cities across our country.
And we must not return to the status quo.
Not here, not in any city where the system
perpetuates failure and hatred and poverty
and despair. ,

Most Americans now recognize some un-
pleasant realities. Let me just spend a minute
on those: For many years we've tried many
different'programs. All of them, let’s under-

‘stand this, had noble intentions to meet the
‘need of adequate housing or education or-
- health cdre. Much of it went to construct

what has been known as “the safety net,” a
compassionate safety net to provide security
and stability for people in need. Many other -
programs and policies aimed at stemming the
tide of urban violence and drugs and crime
and social decay.

And we have spent huge sums of money.
Some estimates are as high as $3 trillion over
25 years. And even in the last decade Federal
spending went up for these kinds of efforts,
everything from child care to welfare to
health care has been the subject of some
Commission or report or study.

But where this path has taken us I think
we would all agree is not really where we

wanted to go. Put away the studies and just
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look around. For anyone who cares about our
young people, it is painful that in 1960 the
percentage of births to unwed mothers was
5 percent, and now it is 27 percent. It’s hard
to read about a young black man dying when
the odds are almost one out of two that he
was murdered. Kids used to carry their
lunches to school, and the parents that I've
talked to know that today some kids carry
guns. I'm afraid some of you kids, you know
that, too. Everyone knows that drug and alco-
hol abuse are serious problems almost every-
where.

In the wake of the L.A. riots, in the wake
of a lost generation of inner city lives, can
any one of us argue that we have solved the
problems of poverty and racism and crime?
And the answer clearly is no. Some programs,
ones like Head Start or Aid to the Elderly,
have shown some time-tested, positive re-
sults. All programs were well-intentioned; I
understand that very, very well. Many simply
have not worked.

Our welfare system does not get people
off of welfare, it keeps people trapped there.
The statistics are sobering. The reality is so-
bering. The sum and substance is this: The
cities are in serious trouble, and too many
of our citizens are in trouble. And it doesn’t
really have to be this way.

Government has an absolute responsibility
to solve this problem, these problems. I'm
talking about all levels of government. And
I've taken a hard look at what the Govern-
ment can do and how it can help commu-
nities with concerns that really matter: how
people can own property, own their own
home, start a business, create jobs, and en-
sure that people, not Government, make the
big decisions that affect the health and the
education and the care of one’s own family.

Think of the way that the world looks right
now to the single mother on welfare. Govern-
ment provides you just enough cash for the
bare necessities. Government tells you where
you can live, where your kids go to school.
And when you're sick, Government tells you
what kind of care you get and when. And
if you find a job, the Government cuts the
welfare benefits. And if you save, if you man-
age to put a little money away, maybe to-
wards a home or to help your kid get through

college, the Government says, hey, welfare
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fraud. Every one of those things happen with
the system that we have in place right now.
And then we wonder, why can’t folks on wel-
fare take control of their lives? Where’s their
sense of responsibility?

Well, if we had set out to devise a system
that would perpetuate dependency, a system
that would strip away dignity and personal
responsibility, I guess we could hardly have
done better than the system that exists today.
Every American knows that it is time for a
fresh approach, a radical change in the way
we IOOE at welfare and the inner city econ-
omy.

Every hour of meetings yesterday—and
they were, for me, very emotional, very mov-
ing—confirmed why I believe in the plan that
we have proposed for urban America. I kept
hearing words like ownership, independence,
dignity, enterprise, a lot of time from people
who have never had a shot at dignity or enter-
prise or ownership. And it reinforced my be-
lief that we must start with a set of principles
and policies that foster personal responsibil-
ity, that irefocus entitlement programs to
serve those who are most needy, and increase
the effectiveness of Government service
through competition and true choice.

I believe in keeping power closer to the
people, using States as laboratories for inno-
vation. We cannot figure it all out back in
Washington, DC, in some subcommittee or
in the White House. And I believe in policies
that encourage entrepreneurship, increase
investment, create jobs.

And these form the heart of the agenda
for economic opportunity that I want to men-
tion here. Families can’t thrive, children can’t
learn, jobs can’t flourish in a climate of fear,
however. And so first is our responsibility to
preserve the domestic order. And a civilized
society cannot tackle any of the really tough
problems in the midst of chaos. And you
know and I know it’s just that simple. Vio-
lence and brutality destroy order, destroy the
rule of law. And violence must never be
rationalized. Violence must always be con-
demned.

We can reclaim our crime-ravaged neigh-
borhoods through a new initiative that we call
“Weed and Seed.” And today I'm announc-
ing a $19-million “Weed and Seed” operation
for the city of Los Angeles to weed out the
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drug dealers and career criminals and then
seed those neighborhoods with expanded
educational employment and social services.
With safe and secure neighborhoods we can
spark an economic revival in urban America.

And so, the second part of the agenda is
to ask Congress to take action on enterprise
zones. With a zero capital gains rate—create
these zones with a zero capital gains rate for
entrepreneurs and investors who locate busi-
nesses and create jobs right here in America’s
inner cities.

And yes, I recognize that at the same time,
we must help States bring innovation to the
welfare systems. And at the Federal level,
we've got to reform our own AFDC rules;
stop penalizing people who want to work and
save. These are the people who are mus-
tering the individual initiative to get off wel-
fare. And we've got to pledge ourselves to,
at the Federal level, change the rules that
keep them from doing just that.

Three: safe, drug-free schools are places
where our children can learn, but that’s not

-enough. We've got to revolutionize our
schools through community action, through
competition, through innovation, through
choice: principles at the heart of the strategy
that we call America 2000. We must give
children, these kids, these kids right here,
the same opportunity as kids out in the sub-
urbs.

And the fourth point: we must promote
new hope through homeownership. People

want a real stake, a real stake in their commu-_

nity, something of value that they can pass

along to their kids. And that’s what this’

HOPE initiative does. It turns public housing
tenants into homeowners.

Now, these are just the highlight of an ac-
tion' agenda to bring hope and opportunity
back to our inner cities. We have other ideas
to try as well. Many in this room have innova-
tive ideas they’re trying right now.

My first order of business upon my return
to Washington will be to build a bipartisan
effort in support of immediate action on this

agenda. And I know some will say, well,

you've proposed all this before, and that’s
true, they’re right. And I'm proposing it
again. Because really we must try something
new. We've got to try something new. It does
not take a social scientist to know that we
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must think differently. We've tried the old
ways of thinking. And now, as Lincoln says,
“It is time to think anew.”

And our approach is really a radical break
from the policies of the past. It’s new. Yes,
it's new because it's never been tried before.
And for the sake of the people of South
Central; and the people in America’s inner
cities everywhere, I will work with the Con-
gress to act now on tlus commonsense agen-
da.

You've been through an awful lot. You've
been through an awful lot. And when I saw
the verdict in the King case my reaction was
the same as yours; I told the Nation that.
But I remain confident in our system of jus-
tice. And when I saw the violence and rage
erupt in your streets my reaction was the
same as yours. We all knew we had to restore
order. And when I saw and read about the
heroic acts of firefighters and police or the
selfless acts of so many citizens, my reaction
was one!of relief, one of hope for the future.

This morning I stopped by the hospital,
Cedar, to see a young greman who had been
wantonly shot in the head as he was driving
a fire truck to go out and put out fires that
were ravagmg somebody s neighborhood,
maybe yours. The man’s fighting for his life.
And I think when we all go home we ought
to pray for him.

In the very short time that T've been out .

here 1 could sense that the real anguish in
south central L.A. is a parent’s concern about
the kids; neighbors’ concerns about the kids.
And people are worried sick about the chil-
dren. All must agree that whatever we do

must be about the children. These kids are ;
* itis central to our strength as a nation.

our future. And our actions in the wake of
the tragedy are for them, not just here in
Los Angeles. This is showcased now because
of what: you've been through, but it's all
across the country.

And so for these remarks I've mentioned
what Government can do, And now let me
talk just a little about what society must do.
And yes, we have tried hard, spent a lot of
money and haven't solved the problems. And
some critics say that we are a morally, spir-
itually, and intellectually bankrupt nation. I
don’t believe that for one single minute. And,
yes, we have problems. We have tough prob-

lems to Solve. But we remain the freest and
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the fairest and the most just and the most
decent country on the face of the entire

- Earth. And we now—I know that we have

the drive and the gumption to prevail over
these problems we face.

Tom Bradley, your Mayor, was among a
group of mayors who came to see me last
January. He and I may differ on how we ap-
proach one Federal program or another. But

'T've repeated often what he and others said

to me that day. They said that the most im-
portant problem facing our cities is the dis-
solution, the decline of the American family.
And they’re absolutely right. He was right;
a mayor from a tiny town in North Carolina,
he was right. The decline of the family is
something we must be concerned about. And

history tells us that society cannot succeed

without some fundamental building blocks in
place. .

The state of our Nation is-the state of our
communities. And good communities are
safe and decent. And the young people are
cared for and they're instilled with character
and values and good habits for life. Good

- communities have good schools. And they

provide opportunity and hope, rooted in the
dignity of work and reward for achievement.

And that’s why guaranteeing a hopeful fu-
ture for the children of our cities is about
a lot more than rebuilding burned-out build-
ings. It’s about the love right here under this
roof. It's about building a new American
community. It’s about rebuilding bonds be-
tween individuals and among ethnic groups
and among races. And we must not let our
diversity destroy us. It is central, you see,

Our ability to live and work together has

really made America the inspiration to the
entire world. Across this country tens of .
thousands of groups, hundreds of thousands .

of individuals who have never been involved
before, who will never be paid one single
nickel for their efforts, must become partners
in solving our most serious social problems.

The people right here in this room know
exactly what I'm talking about. An officer in
the LAPD who’s a board chairman right
here, 1 believe, in this organization, giving
of his time, he knows what I'm talking about.
Government alone -cannot create the scale

T
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and energy needed to transform the lives of
the people in need.

And I look around this auditorium and I
am preaching to the choir because you're the
ones that have your sleeves rolled up in your
churches and in your communities, trying to
help the other guy. In my conversations with
the leaders of L.A.’s many communities, I
heard over and over again that L.A. has many
of the answers within itself,

I see our friend Bill Milliken here. He lives
halfway across the country. There are four
of his Cities in School programs, helping chil-
dren learn here. And many members of a
group called 100 Black Men, an inspirational
group, they mentor, for those not familiar
with it, they mentor to the kids, the boys in
south central,

Now, if instead of 4, there were 25 Cities
in School programs, and instead of 100,
10,000 black men working with boys, and so
on with the hundreds of people in groups
that work with the kids, there is no question
that what happened last week wouldn’t have
been as bad. And so it only makes sense that
a large part of our challenge is to dramatically
expand in community after community the
scale of what we already know works.

The phrase that T've repeated a lot and
perhaps more than any other is worth repeat-
ing: From now on in America, any definition
of a successful life must include serving oth-
ers. And when we look to restoring a decent
and hopeful future for our children, I mean
this about every community.

First, every group and institution in Amer-
ica, schools, businesses, churches, certainly,
must do'its part. We must praise what works

and share what works.
© And secondly, all leaders, all leaders—
must mobilize and inspire their people to
~ take action.

And third, community centers must link
those that care with those that are crying out
for help.-

And fourth, with respect, the media needs
to show from time to time what's working,
needs to cover what is working, And that way
would help us share, that would really help
us share|and repeat these successes many
times over.

And finally, this one perhaps a little tech-
nical, but we've got to change our liability
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laws that frighten people away from helping
others. We ought to care for each other more
and sue each other less.

But there’s something else. There’s some-
thing else that society must cultivate that
Government cannot possibly provide. Some-
thing we can't legislate, something we can’t
establish by Government order. And I'm talk-
ing about the moral sense that must guide
us all. The simplest, I guess the simplest way
to put it is, I'm talking about knowing right
from wrong and then trying to do what’s
right.

Let me come back again to the little boy
I spoke about earlier, Rudy Campbell. Re-
member, “badder, badder, badder?” There’s
a lesson he learned that survived the horror
and the hate. And in the midst of all the
chaos, in the midst of so much that's gone
wrong, he knows what's right. When he was
asked about the violence, here’s what he said:
“They should know what’s right and wrong.
Because when I was four, that’s what I
learned.”

Now, that has got to give us hope. May
God bless the person who cared enough to
teach that little guy right from wrong. But
it's up to us to guarantee that all the millions
of kids like him grow up in a better America.

And I believe we are right about family.
We're right about freedom and free enter-
prise. And we're right with respect to the
clergymen here and the church men and
church women here. We are right about
faith. And most of all, we are right about
America’s future.

You see, I fervently believe that we have
the strength and the spirit in our Govern-
ment. You can see it here today in our com-
munities and in ourselves to transform Amer-
ica into the nation that we have dreamed of
for generations.

May God bless each and every one of you
in your work. And thank you very, very much.

Note: The President spoke at 9:18 a.m. at
the Challenger Boys and Girls Club. In his
remarks, he referred to William Milliken,
former Governor of Michigan. A tape was
not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.
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13 July 1992
MEMORANDUM FOR STEVE PROVOST
FROM: JEANNIE BUNTOW A 7754

SUBJECT: RESEARCH ANSWERS

Attached please find the info you asked about Friday.

1. Quotes/literary references to New York, The Big Apple,
Gotham City, the Empire State City, Melting Pot;

- Articles/ anecdotes about Video rentals during the 88
Democratic Convention;

3. Info on Brian Watkins, Provo, Utah youth murdered in New
York subway in 1990;

4, Current article about convention from New York mag.
For what it's worth: NYC is a city of the past; whereas Houston

is a city of the future. Will forward additional blips on NYc as
we dig them up.
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Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
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SECTION: The World

SUBJECT: Politics & Government; Politicians & Critics
LENGTH: 152 words

SOURCE: Edward Koch, Mayor of NYC |

QUOTE: l
! I'm not the type to get ulcers. I give them.
NY Times 20 Jan 84

If you don't like the president, it costs you 90 bucks to fly to Washington to
picket. If you don't like the governor, it costs you &0 bucks to fly to Albany
to picket. If you don't like me, 90 cents.

’ ib 28 Feb 85

We're in the hands of the state legislature and God, but at the moment, the
state legislature has more to say than God.
On requesting additional funds for NYC, ib 27 Jun 86

The knife of corruption endangered the life of New York City. The scalpel of
the law is making us well again.
gn recent scandals, State of the City Address, ib 25 Jan 87

If you turn your back on these people, you yourself are an animal. You may be a
well-dressed animal, but you are nevertheless an animal.
Calling for civic compassion in AIDS epidemic, ib 16 Mar 87
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Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson ‘
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: The World

SUBJECT: Politics & Government; Politicians & Critics
\

SOURCE: Roger Starr

QUOTE:
Reality is the best possible cure for dreams.
On the near financial collapse of NYC in the mid 19705, The Rise and Fall of
New York City Basic Books 85

\
\
\
\
i LENGTH: 28 words
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| SECTION: The World
SUBJECT: Law; Criminology
LENGTH: 24 words
SOURCE: William J Dean

‘ QUOTE:
In New York City we need police officers to protect even the dead.
On desecration of graves in Potter's Field, Time 29 Aug 83

LEVEL 1 - 4 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: The World
SUBJECT: Business; Memorable Advertising
LENGTH: 13 words
SOURCE: New York City Opera
QUOTE: 1
Advertiéing subscfiption‘tickets
LEVEL 1 - 5 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: The World

SUBJECT: Business; Memorable Advertising
LENGTH: 19 words

SOURCE: New York City Transit Authority

QUOTE:
After all, to make a beautiful omelet, you have to break an eggQ
Advertising subway reorganization
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SECTION: The World }

SUBJECT: Education; Educators & Participants
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Copyright 1288 Simpson's Contemporary Guotations
LENGTH: 32 words
SOURCE: New York City Board of Education

QuoTE:
It's like being grounded for 18 years.
Poster warning against teen pregnancy, pictured in NY Times 12 Oct 864

Don't make a baby if you can't be a father.
ib
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Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
; SECTION: The World

SUBJECT: Travel; Travelers an Traveling
LENGTH: 89 words

S0URCE: Lucinda Franks

QUOTE:
In the railroads, some people read clearly printed departure signs and then
proceed to ask several times what they say. On airplanes, they demand things
they know they cannot have. In their cars, they load up, drive away and then
suddenly realize they don't know where they're going.
“Thousands Ineptly Get Away from It A11* NY Times 30 Aug 75

They cah be cranky, bewildered, giddy, frustrated and sometimes maved o

vialence. In short, they are afflicted with the New York City Getaway Fever.

ib
LEVEL 1 - 8 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: The World
SUBJECT: Travel; Travelers on Traveling
LENGTH: 32 words

SOURCE: Carl Sandburg !

QUOTE:
I been a wanderin'
Early and late,

New York City
To the Golden Gate
An' it looks like

I'm never gonnha cease my
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Wanderin'. |
Folk-music lyrics recalled on his death 22 Jul 67

LEVEL 1 - 2 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpsoh
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: The World

SUBJECTY Travel; Travelers an Traveling
LENGTH: 25 words

SOURCE: Mary Lee Settle

QUOTE:
She dreamed, lulled by the train, of getting off at heaven or New York City,
whichever she got to first.
The Scapegoat Randam House 80
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Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: The World ;

SURJECT: Travel; The Eye of the Traveler
LENGTH: 246 words
SOURCE: Tom Buckley

QuoTE:
The voluptuous curve of the riverbank at 79th Street . . . escapes from the
city's rigid grid of streets and avenues like a fat woman slipping out of a
corset.

On New York City, NY Times 13 Apr 75
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Copyright 1988 James B. Simpsan
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: The World
SUBJECT: Travel; The Eye of the Traveler
LENGTH: 23 words |

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson :
SOURCE: Agatha Christie ‘

QUOTE: |
It is ridiculous to set aldetectlve stary in New York City. New York City
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is itself a detective story.
| Life 14 May 56

LEVEL 1 - 12 OF 20 GUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

l
SECTION: The World {
SUBJECT: Travel; The Eye of the Traveler

LENGTH: 44 words l
SOURCE: William E Geist

QUOTE:

New York is a city of conversations overheard, of people at the next
restaurant table (micrometers away) checking your watch, of people reading the
stories in your newspaper on the subway train.

"A Quiet Sendoff at the Barbershop" NY Times 25 Oct 86

LEVEL 1 - 13 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: Humankind
SUBJECT: Family Life; Observers & Critics
LENGTH: 18 words

SOURCE: Trevor Fishlock

QUOTE:
Babies here seem to be almost as rare as panda cubs.
On New York City, London Times 9 May 85

LEVEL 1 - 14 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

| Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: Humankind ‘

SUBJECT: Humor & Wit |

LENGTH: 174 words ‘

‘ SOURCE: Fred Allen ‘
QUOTE:

I have just returned from Boston. It is the only thing to do if you find
yourself up there.
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‘ Copyright 1988 Simpson's Contemporary Quotations
{ Letter to Groucho Marx 12 Jun 53
| A vice president in an advertising agency is a "molehill man" [whol has until 5
pm to make [al molehill into a mountain. An accomplished molehill man will
often have his mountain finished even before lunch.
Treadmill to Oblivion Little, Brown 54

A celebrity is a person who works hard all his life to become well known, then
wears dark glasses to avoid being recognized.
ib

of stairs.
On NYC advertising agency, recalled on his death 17 Mar 56

Life, in my estimation, is a biological misadventure that we terminate on the
shoulders of six strange men whose only objective is to make a hole in one with
you.

l Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne -- sounds like a trunk falling down a flight
} Farbes 1 Aug 67

|

|

verywhere oufside New York City 1is Bridgeport, Connecticut.
Quoted by Alistair Cooke America Knopf 73

LEVEL 1 - 15 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: Communication & The Arts
SUBJECT: Architecture; Observers & Critics

LENGTH: 36 words

|

|

i

|

’ SOURCE: Cecil Beaton

' er 3 wﬁyufiuhst;ll surprised each time I return ta see this
ant 3 agus bed of alabaster and rose and-green skyscrapers.

’ On New York C1ty, It Gives Me Great Pleasure John Day 55

' LEVEL 1 - 14 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: Communication & The Arts

SUBJECT: Architecture; Observers & Critics
LENGTH: 18 words

SOURCE: E E Cummings
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QUOTE:
The sensual mysticism of entire vertical being.
On New York City, Architectural Digest Sep 86

LEVEL 1 - 17 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: Communication & The Arts

SURJECT: Food & Drink; Observers & Critics

’ LENGTH: 42 words
} SOURCE: William Emerson Jr
|

QUOTE:

New York is the greatest city 1in the world for lunch . . . That's the
gregarious time. And when that first martini hits the liver like a silver
bullet, there is a sigh of contentment that can be heard in Dubuque.

Newsweek 29 Dec 75

LEVEL 1 - 18 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: Communication & The Arts
SUBJECT: Food & Drink; Observers & Critics

LENGTH: 88 words

SOURCE: Edward Koch, Mayor of NYC

QUOTE:
|
If they don't want to pay for it, they can stop drinking it.
On charging diplomatic missions for using city water, NY Times 21 Jan 80

The best way to lose weight is to close your mouth -- something very difficult
for 3 politician. Or watch your food -- just watch it, don't eat it.
People 10 May 82 1

Water, water, everywhere ‘
Atlantic and Pacific
But New York City's got them beat
Our agqua is terrific!
To Amer Water Works Assn convention in Dallas, NY Times 11 Jun 84

LEVEL 1 - 19 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations
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SECTION: Communication & The Arts

SUBJECT: Food & Drink; Observers & Critics
LENGTH: 30 words

SOURCE: John V Lindsay, Mayor of NYC

QUOTE:
NOt only is New York City the nation's melting pot, it is also the casserole,
the chafing dish and the charcoal grill.
To State Restaurant Assn, NY Times 10 Nov &é

LEVEL 1 - 20 OF 20 QUOTATIONS

Copyright 1988 James B. Simpson
Simpson's Contemporary Quotations

SECTION: Communication & The Arts

SUBJECT: Music & Dance; Observers & Critics
LENGTH: 264 words

SOURCE: Shana Alexander

QUOTE:

Until quite recently dance in America was the ragged Cinderella of the arts.

. Terpsichore was condemned to the chimney corner, and there she languished
until the early 1930s, when Lincoln Kirstein, founding father of the New York

City Ballet, stole Balanchine from Europe in the manner of Prometheus stealing

fire.
Nutcracker Doubleday 85

An artificial style of dance confected for 18th-century kings evolved into a
popular American art form. . . . an astonishing development for what until
recently had been considered manna for aesthetes only, the quiche of the
performing arts.

ib

The Sugarplum Fairy herself could have made nho grander gesture.
On Ford Foundation grants to the NYC Ballet, ib

Every member of the inner ballet world, the entire peerage-pantheon of high
culture-bearers, ladies bountiful, fiscal bigwigs, serious artists, jet-set
sprinters, fading Tsarists, prima donnas, prime aesthetes, bursting
stuffed-shirts, and the whole train of strenuous social mountaineers puffing
uphill behind them all knew that Frances Schreuder was the great work's sole,
albeit anonymous underwriter.

On Frances Schreuder’'s support of NYC Ballet, ib

Ballet's image of perfection is fashioned amid a milieu of wracked bodies,
fevered imaginations, Balkan intrigue and sulfurous hatreds where anything is
1ikely, and dancers know it.
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When the prima ballerina found ground glass in her toe slipper . .

dancer in the company was equally suspect.
ib

Services of Mead Data Central, Inc.
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1396 NEIGHBOR

NEW YORK CITY

1
All is well with him who is beloved of his
neighbours.

GEORGE HERBERT, Jacula Prudentum.

2
A bad neighbor is as great a plague as a good
one is a blessing; he who enjoys a good neigh-
bor has a precious possession.

Hesiop, Works and Days, 1. 346.
A bad neighbor brings bad luck. (Aliquid mali
esse propter vicinum malum.)

Prautus, Mercator, 1. 772. (Act iv, sc. 4.)

Quoted as a proverb.

If you’re a neighbor to a neighbor who is bad,
you must learn to suffer what is bad. But if you
are neighbor to a neighbor who is good, more
and more reciprocal good do you both teach
and learn.

MENANDER, Fragments, No. 553.
3
Your own safety is at stake when your neigh-
bor’s house is in flames. (Tua res agitur, paries
cum proximus ardet.)

Horack, Epistles. Bk. i, epis. 18, 1. 84.
When a neighbor’s house is on fire the flames are
with difficulty kept from your own. (Proximus a
tectis ignis defenditur =gre.)

Ovip, Remediorum Amoris, 1. 625.
4

Every man’s neighbour is his looking-glass.
James HoweLL, Proverbs: Brit.-Eng., 3.

5
"Tis need that tests one’s neighbor.

HENRIK IBSEN, Peer Gynt. Act i.
6

A system in which the two great command-
ments were to hate your neighbour and love
your neighbour’s wife.

Macavulray, Essays: Moore’s Life of Byron.
7

We are nearer neighbors to ourselves than
whiteness to snow, or weight to stones.

MonNTAIGNE, Essays. Bk. ii, ch. 12.
8

The same reason that makes us wrangle with a
neighbor causes a war between princes.
MOoONTAIGNE, Essays. Bk. ii, ch. 12,

9
Whate’er the passion—knowledge, fame, or
pelf—
Not one will change his neighbour with him-
self.
PorE, Essay on Man. Epis. ii, 1. 261.
See plastic Nature working to this end,
The single atoms each to other tend,
Attract, attracted to, the next in place,
Form’d and impell'd its neighbour to embrace.
PopE, Essay on Man. Epis. iii, 1. 9.

10

Withdraw thy foot from in thy neighbour’s
house; lest he be weary of thee, and so hate
thee.

1Old Testament: Proverbs, xxv, 17.

Better that man be born dumb, nay, void of
reason, rather than that he employ the gifts of

Providence to the destruction of his neighbor.
QUINTILIAN, De Institutione Oratoria. Bk. xii,

ch. 1, sec. 1.
12

There is an idea abroad among moral people
that they should make their neighbours good.
One person I have to make good: myself. But
my duty to my neighbour is much more nearly
expressed by saying that I have to make him
happy—if I may.

R. L. StevensoN, A Christmas Sermon.
13

Love thy neighbor. (‘Aydma 7é» mAnaior.)
TaALES. (STOBEUS, Florilegium. Pt. iii, 1. 59.)
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
Old Testament : Leviticus, xix, 18; New Testa-
ment: Matthew, xix, 19. It will be noted that
Jesus was quoting the Old Testament.
Once again success has crowned
Missionary labor,
For her sweet eyes own that she
Also loves her neighbor.
G. A. BAKER, Thoughts on the Commandments.
I love my neighbour as myself,
Myself like him too, by his leave,
Nor to his pleasure, power, or pelf
Came I to crouch, as I conceive.
JorN ByroMm, Careless Content.

NELSON, HORATIO

14 She’s [England] lost her Nelson now,

(A worthy man: he loved a woman well!)
Tuomas Haroy, The Dynasts, vi, 8.

5

For he is England; Admiral,
Till the setting of her sun.

GEORGE MEREDITH, Trafalgar Day.
Admirals all, for England’s sake,
Honour be yours and fame!

Henry NEwBoOLT, Admirals All.

16
Keep the Nelson touch.
HeNry NEwBOLT, Minora Sidera.
A PEERAGE OR WESTMINSTER ABBEY, see 2083:14.

NEW YORK CITY

17
No king, no clown, to rule this town! ‘/
WirtLiam O. BarTLETT, in New York Sun,
about 1870, referring to “Boss” Tweed and
Peter B. Sweeny, master-mind of the Tweed
ring.

18 /
New York is a sucked orange.

EMERsON, Conduct of Life: Culture.
19

Stream of the living world
Where dash the billows of strife!—
One plunge in the mighty torrent
Is a year of tamer life!
City of glorious days,
Of hope, and labor and mirth,
With room and to spare, on thy splendid bays,
For the ships of all the earth!
oR. W. GiLpER, The City.

2
In dress, habits, manners, provincialism, rou-
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tine and narrowness, he acquired that charm-
ing insolence, that irritating completeness,
that sophisticated crassness, that overbalanced
poise that makes the Manhattan gentleman
so delightfully small in his greatness.

O. HENRY, Voice of the City: Defeat of the City.

1
/ Far below and around lay the city like a
ragged purple dream, the wonderful, cruel,
enchanting, bewildering, fatal, great city.
O. Henry, Strictly Business: The Duel.

2
J Well, little old Noisyville-on-the-Subway is
good enough for me.
O. Henry, Strictly Business: The Duel.

If there ever was an aviary overstocked with

jays it is that Yaptown-on-the-Hudson, called

/ New York... .. “Little old New York’s good
enough for us”—that’s what they sing.

O. Hexwry, Gentle Grafter: A Tempered Wind.

What else can you expect from a town that’s

J shut off from the world by the ocean on one side
and New Jersey on the other?

O. Henry, Gentle Grafter: A Tempered Wind.

3
{ The renowned and ancient city of Gotham.
WasaiNcToN IrvING, Salmagundi. No. =xvi,
Wednesday, 11 Nov., 1807, ch. 109. Chapter
heading. The earliest reference to New York
City as “Gotham.” At the beginning of the
chapter, it is referred to as “the thrice re-
nowned and delectable city of Gotham.”
The proverb about the wise men of Gotham
is believed to refer to Gotham, a village in

. Nottinghamshire, England.

Manhattan’s a hell where culture rarely grew;

But it lets two lives do all they care to do.

ALFrRED KREYMBORG, Two Lives and Six Mil-
lion.

Harlem has a black belt where darkies dwell in
a heaven where white men seek a little hell.
/ ALFRED KREYMBORG, Harlem.

New York, the hussy, was taken in sin again!
TroMAs BEER, The Mauve Decade, p. 141.

5

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,

With conquering limbs astride from land to
land;

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall
stand

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame

o Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of exiles.
EmMa Lazarus, The New Colossus.

6

Some day this old Broadway shall climb to
the skies,

As a ribbon of cloud on a soul-wind shall rise,

And we shall be lifted, rejoicing by night,

Till we join with the planets who choir their
delight.

The signs in the streets and the signs in the
skies

Shall make a new Zodiac, guiding the wise,
And Broadway make one with that marvelous
stair
That is climbed by the rainbow-clad spirits of
prayer.
VacHEL Linpsay, 4 Rhyme About an Electri-
cal Advertising Sign.

Give my regards to Broadway. ‘/
GEOrRGE M. Comnan. Title and refrain of popu-
lar song. (1904)

The Sidewalks of New York.

JamEes BLAKE AND CHARLES LAwror. Title and
refrain of song, later made famous by Al
Smith. (1894)

7
A stillness and a sadness
Pervade the City Hall,
And speculating madness
Has left the street of Wall;
The Union Square looks really
Both desolate and dark,
And that’s the case, or nearly,
From Battery to Park.
GEORGE PopE Morris, Dark Days. (c. 1860)

8

Up in the heights of the evening skies I see
my City of Cities float

In sunset’s golden and crimson dyes: I look
and a great joy clutches my throat!

Plateau of roofs by canyons crossed: windows
by thousands fire-furled—

O gazing, how the heart is lost in the Deepest

City in the World. —
JamMEs OPPENHEIM, New York from a Sky-

scraper.

9
Who that has known thee but shall burn
In exile till he come again
To do thy bitter will, O stern
Moon of the tides of men!
JorN REEp, Proud New York.
10
Just where the Treasury’s marble front
Looks over Wall Street’s mingled nations,
Where Jews and Gentiles most are wont
To throng for trade and last quotations;
Where, hour, by hour, the rates of gold
Outrival, in the ears of people,
The quarter-chimes, serenely tolled
From Trinity’s undaunted steeple.
E. C. STeEDMAN, Pan in Wall Street.

1
City of hurried and sparkling waters! city
of spires and masts!
City nested in bays! my city!
WaLt WHITMAN, Mannahatta.

Mighty Manhattan, with spires, and
The sparkling and hurrying tides, and the ships.
WALt WHITMAN, When Lilacs Last in the
Door-Yard Bloom’d. St. 12.

The ferries ply like shuttles in a loom.
ZokE AKINs, This is My Hour.
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NEWS

1

A little strip of an island with a row of well-
fed folks up and down the middle, and a lot
of hungry folks on each side.

& Harry LeoN WiLson, The Spenders. Ch. viii.

We plant a tub and call it Paradise. . . . New
York is the great stone desert.

ISRAEL ZANGWILL, The Melting-Pot. Act ii.
Vulgar of manner, overfed, :
Overdressed and underbred.

Byron R. NEwTON, Owed to New York. For

full quotation see APPENDIX.

NEWS
For Newspapers see Press
3
A master-passion is the love of news.
GEORGE CRrABBE, The Newspaper, 1. 281.

When a dog bites a man that is not news, but
when a man bites a dog that is news.

Usually attributed to CHARLES A. Dana, fa-
mous edi‘~r of the New York Sun, but the
evidence 1avors JoEN B. BoGART, city editor
of the Sun from 1873-1890. In a letter to the
compiler, Mr. Frank M. O’Brien, the present
editor of the Sun, says, “The late Edward P.
Mitchell, Dana’s right hand man for many
years, told me that the author was Mr. Bo-
gart. Mr. Mitchell was meticulous about such
things, and if it had not been true I think
Mr. Bogart, a most modest man, would have
demurred.” Stanley Walker (City Editor,
p. 20) attributes the saying to Amos Cum-
mings, another of Dana’s editors.

Asked for a definition of news, I can give you
no better answer than the one on which we were
brought up in the Sun office. Mr. Dana used to
say, “When a dog bites a man that is not news,
but when a man bites a dog that is news.”

Ricuarp HarpiNG Davis. (HARRINGTON, Es-
sentials of Journalism.)

News is as hard to hold as quicksilver, and it
fades more rapidly than any morning-glory.

Stanrey WALKER, City Editor, p. 20.

Women, wampum and wrongdoing are always
news.

StaNLEY WALKER, City Editor, p. 44.

5

Good news may be told at any time, but ill
in the morning.
GEORGE HERBERT, Jacula Prudentum.
Do not awake me when you have good news to
communicate, with that there is no hurry. But
when you bring bad news, rouse me instantly,
for then there is not a moment to be lost.
NAPOLEON BoONAPARTE. To his Secretary.
(Quoted by Emerson, Napoleon.)

6

Where village statesmen talked with looks
profound,

And news much older than their ale went
round.

. Govrosmith, The Deserted Village, 1. 223.

News, the manna of a day.
MATTHEW GREEN, The Spleen, 1. 169.

8
It is good news, worthy of all acceptation, and
yet not too good to be true.

MartrEW HENRY, Commentaries: I Tim. 1, 15.

9
Stay a little, and news will find you.

GEORGE HERBERT, Jacula Prudentum.
10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the
feet of him that bringeth good tidings.
Old Testament: Isaiah, lii. 7.

As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news
from a far country.

Old Testament: Proverbs, xxv, 25.
1

No news is better than evil news.
James 1. (Loseley MSS., 403. 1616.)

The best news is when we hear no news.

Downarp Lupton, London and Country. No. 12.
(1632)

No news is good news.

GEORGE CoLMAN THE ELDER, The Spleen. Act i.
(1776)

No news, good news. (Pas de nouvelles, bonnes
nouvelles.)

MEILHAC AND HALEVY, La Belle Héléne. Act ii,
$C: 5.
12
Into authentical and apocryphal—
Or news of doubtful credit, as barbers’ news,
And tailors’ news, porters’, and watermen'’s
news . . .
Vacation news, term-news, Christmas-news
BEN JoNsoN, The Staple of News. Act i, sc. 2.
13
Evil news fly faster still than good.
TroMmAs Ky, Spanish Tragedy. Act i. (1594)

IIl news hath wings, and with the wind doth go:
Comfort’s a cripple, and comes ever slow.
MicHAEL DRrAYTON, The Barons’ Wars. Bk. ii,
st. 28. (1603)

Ill news, madam, are swallow-winged, but what’s
good walks on crutches.

MASSINGER, The Picture. Act ii, sc. 1. (1630)
It i> an old saying that Ill News hath wings and
Good News no legs.

MARGARET CaveENnDIsH, DucHESs oF NEew-

CASTLE, Sociable Companions. Act i, sc. 1.
(c. 1660)

For evil news rides post, while good news baits.
MILTON, Samson Agonistes, 1. 1538. (1671)

Ill news is wing’d with fate, and flies apace.
DryYDEN, Threnodia Augustalis, 1. 49. (1685)

Il news goes quick and far.
PLuTARCH, Of Inquisitiveness. Quoted.

14

What, what, what,

What’s the news from Swat?
Sad news, Bad news,

Comes by the cable; led

Through the Indian Ocean’s bed,

Through the Persian Gulf, the Red

Sea, and the Med-
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e inveterate propensity of their husbands
out the village tavern on market-days.”

Washington Irving

“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”

1849

eover, this vague sense of old-world ro-
Toccurs] in the hilly regions of ‘upstate’
of which I am speaking. The hills are not
he woods are not too continuous. Grassy
rk-like reaches, winding rivers, pastoral
d walls, old water mills, old farmsteads,
s, old burying-grounds give to the contem-
agination that poetic sense of humarf conti-
e generations following each other in slow
uccession. . .."
John Cowper Powys
Autobiography
1962

* ¥

ters. in rural areas]: <‘The people of these
settlements have hung on to their immatur-
. tenaciously, I believe, than the people of
section of America. They may not actually
backward than some of the hill towns of
or the rural sections in the vast hinterland_s
a, but they have fought harder to retain their
ness, and against far greater odds.”
Charles W. Wood
These United States
1924

; a very handsome town seated on the banks

fohawk which is here reduced to a very

tream. The people about this part of the

ire from New England generally, and afford

o contrast in looks and manners to the Dutch
settled on the lower parts of the river.” '

Washington Irving

Journal

Aug. 7, 1803

* ¥ X

yught Utica the most extempore place we had
. The right-up shops, the daubed houses, the
unning into the woods, all seemed to betoken
place had sprung up out of some sud@ep
ow much more ancient and respectable did it
ter my return from the West, where I had

vns so much newer still!” '
Harriet Martineau, English novelist

Retrospect of Western Travel
e 1838

NEw YORK CITY

West Point:

““The scenery around it [West Point] is magnificent,

and though the buildings of the establishment are

constructed with the handsome and unpicturesque

regularity which marks the work of governments,

they are so nobly placed, and so embosomed in
woods, that they look beautiful.”

Frances Trollope

Domestic Manners of the Americans

1832

NEW YORK CITY

Chartered: 1898
Population (1980): 7,071,030

New York City, the nation’s largest, is actually five
different communities, each of which contains its

.own distinct ethnic and geographical subcultures.
The five boroughs that make up New York—
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx and Staten
Island—are enormously diverse, a reality denoted by
the fact that only Queens and Brooklyn touch another
borough. The rest are separated by water.

New York culture differs markedly from the rest of
American society. Its roots lie closer to the ethnic
homes of its citizens than to the rest of the American
continent. Even the high-style society of Manhattan
has a distinctly cosmopolitan flavor. Yet America
cherishes New York as it does few places, primarily
because the city, almost like a living museum, pre-
serves the nation’s ethnic roots and diversity.

In addition, New York creates an enormous part of
American culture. Art, theater, books, advertising all
emanate from the Big Apple. The ideas all America
talks about come from New York.

/ Historically, New York has held a vital role. It was
the nation’s first capital. Its port brought most of our
immigrants and for decades handled most of the
seagoing trade that spread American influence
around the world. It has been America’s largest city
since 1820.

It can be said that more of importance to this nation

347

and the world has occurred in New York than any
other 'place in the country—Washington, D.C. in-
cluded. So it is only fitting that a great deal has been
said about New York. Whether in love or loathing,
New York always inspires comment from visitor and
denizen alike.

THE CITY

[A Southerner explains why he is ‘finally, at peace
with New York’]: **. .. New York no longer had any
boundaries. . . . It was everywhere that telephones
and radio and television and airplanes could reach—
for New York is not simply an uncomfortable place
to live and work in, but a state of mind, and in that
sense there is nothing left now to confine it, no
physical barriers and no permanent, distinctive re-
gional attitudes. So I was at peace with New York not
because I had conquered it, or tried to, but because I
had surrendered; like my grandfathers I had turned in
my sword because the invasion was complete and I
had nothing left to defend.”
Harry S. Ashmore
An Epitaph for Dixie
1958

* %k %

“New York is the Mecca of everyone in the world
who has an independent will and a conception of the
century he lives in. New York is the gateway to the
48 [number of states at the time] freedoms—which
may not be enough, but which are unquestionably
better than the seven devils left behind. New York
means all this and earns its greatness, but by a
paradox of equal magnitude, it fails in all the practi-
cal modernity it supposedly stands for. As a city to
live in, New York is a squatter’s camp.”
Jacques Barzun
God’s Country and Mine
1954
* 3k Xk
*““As for New York City, it is a place apart. There is
not its match in any other country in the world.”
Pearl S. Buck
America
1971
* k%
““When can a city be said to be dying? For one thing,
when its past far outshines its present and over-
whelms the future, and New York is at that point.
The giants have gone, along with the good days and
easy nights.”
Herb Caen
One Man'’s San Francisco
1976

/
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“I mean that I was in love with the city, the way you

love the first person who ever touches you.”
Joan Didion

“Goodbye to All That”
1967

* k% k
“New York was no mere city. It was instead an

infinitely romantic notion.”’
Joan Didion

“Goodbye to All That”
1967

* ¥ Xk

[A definition of hell]: “New York City with all the

escape hatches closed.”
James R. Frakes

New York Times
May 19, 1974

* * X

/ “It is the lodestone for ambition, the ultimate of

human gregariousness, the culmination of 20th cen-
tury civilization.”

Ermest Gruening

These United States

1924

* % %

“ “The filthiest, most crime-ridden spot in the

world,” one fashionable New York lady called it.

Helen [Hayes] instantly blazed out in its defense.

‘But can’t you realize,’ she demanded, ‘that our city

is so big it’s got to have the most of everything? And

by the very same token, it’s got more that’s good than
any place I know.”

Helen Hayes and Anita Loos

Twice Over Lightly

1972

* %k ¥
“It’s a town you come to for a short time.”
Ernest Hemingway
Quoted by Lillian Ross
The New Yorker
1950

* kX
‘. .the greatest city of the modern world, with

Lo

-

[ ““The City of New York, the noblest of the America
L-gymbols.“

and harlots than all Asia, and yet it has no more
charm than a circus lot or a second-rate hotel.”

H.L. Mencken

“On Living in Baltimore™
Prejudices: Fifth Series
1926

* % X

“Sailing around the Battery from one river to the

other, gliding close to shore, night coming on, the

streets dotted with scurrying insects. I felt as I had
always felt about New York—that it is the most |/
horrible place on God’s earth.”
Henry Miller
The Air-Conditioned Nightmare
1945

1

“My one thought is to get out of New York, to /

experience something genuinely American.”
Henry Miller_l

The Air-Conditioned Nightmare
1945

J
James Morris

As I Saw the USA
1956

* k%

* % X

* kX

“And so in the end I was left, like so many voyagers
before me, trapped by the great port. I loathed it like
a lover. The questions it asked I resented; the an-
swers it gave I mistrusted; the delight, I felt to be
unfair. Damn you, New York! Damn the bright
sweep of your spaces, and the ungainly poetry of
your names! A curse on all your archipelago, and
those rough fresh winds off your bay—which, catch-
ing me like an embrace as I stepped out of the
helicopter, so often ravished my spirits and made my
heart sing.”
James Morris
The Great Port
1969

* Xk ¥

“Unfortunately there are still people in other areas
who regard New York City not as a part of the United
States, but as a sort of excrescence fastened to our
Eastern shore and peopled by the less venturesome
waves of foreigners who failed to go West to the

genuine American frontier.”
Robert Moses

Working for the People
1956

more money in it than all Europe and more clowns
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“The two moments when New York seems most
desirable, when the splendor falls all around and the
city looks like a girl with leaves in her hair, are just as
you are leaving and must say good-bye, and just as
you return and can say hello.”
The New Yorker

Jan. 11, 1955

* %k ok

“The feeling I have for this city is akin to sexual
love. It lies here waiting like a mistress for her
demon lover at the very beginning of the affair.”
Alex Phillips, English entrepreneur

Quoted by Helen Hayes and Anita Loos

Twice Over Lightly

1972

* %

“*A sallow waiter brings me beans and pork. ..
Outside there’s fury in the firmament.

Ice Cream, of course, will follow:; and I'm content.
O Babylon! O Carthage! O New York!”

Siegfried Sassoon
““Storm on Fifth Avenue”’
1926

v

* % X

““The chief complaint I have about living in the Big

Town is the necessity now and then of showing it off

to my kinfolks or other unreasonable citizens from
the Edgar Guest country.”

H. Allen Smith

“New York Is Mostly People”’

1943

* %k ok

[A remark prompted by the demolition of the old

Pennsylvania station]: ““This city has the right

name—New York. Nothing ever gets old around
here.”

Ralph Stephenson, counterman at restaurant in

Pennsylvania Station

Quoted in New York Times

Oct. 29, 1963

* k X

MThe capital of the world.”

Kurt Vonnegut
Palm Sunday

NEw York City

B

* k %

EThe insecurity center of America.”J ‘/
John Weitz and Everett Mahlin

Man in Charge
1974

* k%

““A poem compresses much in a small space and adds
music, thus heightening its meaning. The city is like
poetry: it compresses all life, all races and breeds,
into a small island and adds music and the accompa-
niment of internal engines.”

E.B. White

“This is New York’
Essays of E.B. White
1977

* %k %
““New York is to the nation what the white spire is to
the village—the visible symbol of aspiration and | ¥
| faith, the white plume saying the way is up!”
E.B. White
Quoted in Mental Health in the Metropolis

1962

* k %
“I too lived, Brooklyn of ample hills was mine,

I too walk’d the streets of Manhattan Island, and
bathed

in the waters around it. ... "

Walt Whitman
“Crossing Brooklyn Ferry”
1881

* k%

“New York is surrounded on all sides by Bridge-
port.”

Old show biz maxim

THE LANDSCAPE

““Man’s history is not inscribed on these poised and
knowingly-calculated buildings; they are nearer to

prehistoric caverns than the houses of Paris or
Rome.”

Simone de Beauvoir
America Day by Day
1953

* 3k %
“New York is the bi

ggest collection of villages in the
world.”

Alistair Cooke

1981
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“Just around every corner lay something curious and
interesting, something I had never before seen or

done or known about.”
Joan Didion

“Goodbye to All That”
1967

* ¥ X
“There was first the ferry boat moving softly from
the Jersey shore at dawn—the moment crystallized
into my first symbol of New York.”
F. Scott Fitzgerald
The Crack-up
1932

* X *

[On the growth and grid pattern of the city]: “New

York proceeded to suppress all traces of its heritage,
to will nature to conform to its errors. Relentlessly it
has tunneled through rock, buried rods beneath the
surface of the rebelling springs and streams it could

the builded majesties of the world as we have hereto-
fore known such—towers or temples or fortresses or
palaces—with the authority of things of permanence
or even of things of long duration. One story is good
only till another is told, and skyscrapers are the last
word of economic ingenuity only till another word be

written.”’
Henry James

The American Scene

1907

*

* %

““Whenever spring comes to New York I can’t stand
the suggestions of the land that come blowing over
the river from New Jersey and I've got to go. So I

went.”’
Jack Kerouac

On the Road
1955

*

““Chemical air
sweeps in from New Jersey
and smells of coffee.

not annihilate, flattening every undulation, straight-

ening every variation, squeezing itself into endless

rows of rectangles, as impersonal as pig iron. Was

not here for the first time cast and forecast the
regimentation that is America?”’

Ernest Gruening

These United States

1924

* X X

“Do you realize that one can’t look in any direction
in Manhattan without seeing water at the end of the
street: the Harbor, the Hudson and East rivers, the
Narrows, and even the Atlantic. Here we are entering
the age of Aquarius, the age of water, with New York
the_wateriest city in the entire world. Yet we, who
could be beachcombers on a dozen exciting water-
fronts, live here as if we were in the middle of the

Sahara!”’

Helen Hayes and Anita Loos
Twice Over Lightly
1972

* X *k

“Crowned not only with no history, but with no
credible possibility of time for history, and conse-
crated by no uses save the commercial at any cost,
they are simply the most piercing notes in that
concert of the expensively provisional into which
your supreme sense of New York resolves itself.

They never begin to speak to you, in the manner of

Across the river,
ledges of suburban factories tan
in the sulphur-yellow sun

of the unforgivable landscape.”
Robert Lowell

“The Mouth of the Hudson”
For the Union Dead
1964

* X% X

“Until you have been there it is difficult to conceive
of'a city so sparkling that at any time Mr. Fred
Astaire might quite reasonably come dancing his

urbane way down Fifth Avenue.”
James Morris

As I Saw the USA
1956

* ¥ X

F:The pneumatic noisemaker is becoming the em-
blematic Sound of New York, the way the bells of

Big Ben are the Sound of London.”
\/_. Horace Sutton

Saturday Evening Posi
March 11, 196!
* * X
“Skyscraper national park.”
Kurt Vonnegu
Slapstic
197¢

*
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NEw York CITY

[Leaving America on a ship]: “‘And suddenly as I
looked back at the skyscrapers of lower New York a
queer fancy sprang into my head. They reminded me
quite irresistibly of piled-up packing-cases outside a
warehouse. I was amazed I had not seen the resem-
blance before. I could really have believed for a
moment that that was what they were, and that
presently out of these would come the real thing,
palaces and noble places, free, high circumstances,
and space and leisure, light and fine living for the
sons of men.”
H.G. Wells
*“The Future in America”
1906
* k Xk
““The skyscrapers that are the New Yorker’s perpet-
ual boast and pride rise up to greet one as one comes
through the Narrows into the Upper Bay, stand out in
a clustering group of tall irregular crenellations, the
strangest crown that ever a city wore. They have an
effect of immense incompleteness; each one seems to
await some needed terminal—to be, by virtue of its
woolly jets of steam, still as it were in process of
eruption.”
H.G. Wells
“The Future in America’
1906
* k%
[The skyline] ““One thinks of St. Peter’s great blue
dome, finished and done as one saw it from a vine-
shaded wine-booth above the Milvian Bridge, one
thinks of the sudden ascendency of St. Paul’s dark
grace, as it soars out over anyone who comes up by
the Thames towards it. These are efforts that have
accomplished their ends, and even Paris illuminated
under the tall stem of the Eiffel Tower looked com-
pleted and defined. But New York’s achievement 1s a
threatening promise, growth going on under a pres-
sure that increases, and amidst a hungry uproar of
effort.”
H.G. Wells
“The Future in America”
1906
* %k %
“When million-footed Manhattan unpent descends to
her pavements . .. "
Walt Whitman
‘A Broadway Pageant”
1881

* k %

““Ah, what can ever be more stately and admirable
to me than mast-hemm’d Manhattan?

River and sunset and scallop-edg’d waves of flood-
tide?
The sea gulls oscillating their bodies, the hay-boat
in the twilight, and the belated lighter?”’
Walt Whitman
““Crossing Brooklyn Ferry”’
1881

* k%

Bne is glad to come back to the gray New York aiﬂ \/

the cold faces, the colorless buildings.”
s Edmund Wilson
“Return from Louisiana”

1926

PEOPLE

“New York is the place of casual acquaintances who ‘/
become your Great-and-Good-Friends in Time [mag-
azine].”
Nelson Algren
Who Lost An American?
1963

* k%

“It is often said that New York is a city for only the
very rich and the very poor. It is less often said that l/
New York is also, at least for those of us who came
there from somewhere else, a city only for the very
young.”’
Joan Didion
“Goodbye to All That”
1967
* %k %
“The thing that impressed me then as now about
New York...was the sharp, and at the same time
immense, contrast it showed between the dull and the
shrewd, the strong and the weak, the rich and the
poor, the wise and the ignorant...the strong, or
those who ultimately dominated, were so very
strong, and the weak so very, very weak—and so
very, very many."”’
Theodore Dreiser
The Color of a Great City
1923
* k%
[What New Yorkers think out-of-towners think
about them]: ““New Yorkers . . .
Know less about their city than visitors.
Never get stiff necks from looking at tall buildings.
Are the biggest hicks in the world when you come

down to it.

351
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| New Yorkers who made the grade all come from

[

J

NEw YORK VCITY

All cherish a secret hope of one day owning a farm
complete with Jersey cow, babbling brook and
no elevator service.

Kansas or Iowa.”
The Federal Writers Project of the WPA
Almanac for New Yorkers
1937

* ¥ %

“It never occured to him [a New Yorker] that New

York might be a bad idea, that it might be caving in

under the artificiality of its existence. What was life
without a thousand Chinese restaurants?

Joel Garreau

The Nine Nations of North America

1981

% % %k

“New York is hard, cynical, ruthless, even beyond
other cities. From their early repression its children
emerge sophisticated, both stunted and overdevel-
oped, perverted, premature, forced by the artificial-

ity of their environment.”’
Ernest Gruening

These United States
1924

*

“The city of right angles and tough, damaged peo-
ple.”

* %

Pete Hamill
New York Daily News
Nov. 15, 1978

* ¥ Xk

“New York is a city where everyone mutinies but no

one deserts.”’
Harry Hershfield

Quoted in New York Post
Dec. 16, 1974

* * X

[On the ‘zero’ crime rate during a blackout]: ‘“The
main reason why the unlighted streets were not
turned into a dark and steaming jungle was the
reaction of the community. . . .In the dark all men
were the same color. In the dark our fellow man was
seen more clearly than in the normal light of a New
York night.”
Stephen Kennedy

Time

* % X

““To start with, there’s the alien accent. ‘Tree’ is the
number between two and four. ‘Jientz’ is the name of
the New York professional football team. A “fit’ is a
bottle measuring seven ounces less than a quart. This
exotic tongue has no relationship to any of the
approved languages at the United Nations, and is
only slightly less difficult to master than Urdu.”
Fletcher Knebel
Look
March 26, 1963

* k %

r-V“Robinson Crusoe, the self-sufficient man, couldj/

not have lived in New York City.”
Walter Lippmann

Newsweek
Feb. 26, 1968

¥ X %

r:‘New York attracts the most talented people in the

world in the arts and professions. It also attracts them
in other fields. Even the bums are talented.”

Edmund Love

Subways Are for Sleeping

1957

* %

““Part of the oncoming demise [of New York during

its terrible fiscal crisis] is that none of us can simply

believe it. We were always the best and the strongest

of cities, and our people were vital to the teeth.

Knock them down eight times and they would get up

with that look in the eye which suggests the fight has
barely begun.”

Norman Mailer

New York Times Magazine

May 18, 1969

* %k X

“He speaks English with the flawless imperfection
of a New Yorker.”

Gilbert Millstein

Esquire

January 1962

* ¥ X

“And it was to this city, whenever I went home, that
I always knew I must return, for it was mistress of
one’s wildest hopes, protector of one’s deepest priva-
cies. It was half insane with its noise, violence, and
decay, but it gave one the tender security of fulfill-

Aug. 31, 1959

ment. On winter afternoons, from my office, there
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were sunsets across Manhattan when the smog itself
shimmered and glowed. . . . Despite its difficulties,
which become more obvious all the time, one was
constantly put to the test by this city, which finally
came down to its people; no other place in America
had quite such people, and they would not allow you
to go stale; in the end they were its triumph and its
reward.”
Willie Morris
Yazoo
1971

* X ¥

**Most human beings are driven to seek security and
comfort. But there is another group that can only
thrive on change and the unexpected of New York.”
Cathleen Nesbitt

Quoted by Helen Hayes and Anita Loos

Twice Over Lightly

1972

* %k 3k

I couldn’t sleep after reading how those Washing-
ton politicians hate us New York City people. If only
those poor creatures knew how we pity them. They
only breathe in and out, but we New Yorkers live.”
Letter to editor

New York Daily News

Oct. 5, 1981

* %k %

“The thing I can’t tell is whether cab drivers yielda
each other out of fear or respect.”
New York policeman
Quoted in New York Times
March 10, 1968

* ok %

[On why cats are popular pets in New York]:
‘... the truth about cats may be that they fit into this
city well because they seem to possess some of the
salient traits of New Yorkers: a sleek self-assurance,
a slight attitude of arrogance, and unconcern with
public opinion, a nose in the air.”

Anna Quindlen

New York Times

January 6, 1982

* k %

“One day there was four innocent people shot.

That’s the best shooting ever done in this town. Hard
to find four innocent people in New York.”

Will Rogers

The Best of Will Rogers

1979

* %k %k

‘“Africa, for New Yorkers, begins at East Orange

[New Jersey].”
Raymond Sokolov
New York Times
Feb. 14, 1971

* kX
““The truly terrible costs of New York are special and
spiritual. These accrue in endless human discomfort,
inconvenience, harassment and fear which have be-
come a part of the pervasive background, like the
noise and the filth, but are much deadlier. For it is
people who breathe life into an environment, who
create and sustain a healthy city. If people are driven
and their senses dulled, if they are alienated and
dehumanized, the city is on the way to destroying
itself.”

Richard Whalen
A City Destroying Itself
1965

* k%

““Mass hysteria is a terrible force, yet New Yorkers
seem always to escape it by some tiny margin.”

E.B. White

““Here Is New York”

Essays of E.B. White

1977

* ok %k

‘“Many people who have no real independence of

spirit depend on the city’s tremendous variety and

sources of excitement for spiritual sustenance and

maintenance of morale....I think that although

many persons are here from some excess of spirit

(which caused them to break away from their small

town), some, too, are here from a deficiency of

spirit, who find in New York a protection, or an easy
substitution.”

E.B. White

““Here Is New York™

Essays of E.B. White

1977

* k% X

“They come from all over the country to New York.

The executive’s wife decided they will move to New

York. She says, ‘John, you’re the boss now. I've

been doing the laundry and raising the kids all my

life. It’s time we enjoyed opening nights in New
York.” So the company packs up and moves.”

William Zeckendorf, president of

Webb and Knapp

Life

Aug. 10, 1959
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WAY OF LIFE

“Never had misery appeared so horrible as in New
York and Chicago.”

Simone de Beauvoir

America Day by Day

1953

* ok ok

““There is something in the New York air that makes
sleep useless.”

Simone de Beauvoir

America Day by Day

1953

*

“The constant need for reassurance—nowhere is it

more apparent than here in this dying metropolis

where the American dream began and is now running
out its string (well, nobody lives forever).”

Herb Caen

One Man’s San Francisco

1976

* %

* %k %
““I began to cherish the loneliness of it.”
Joan Didion
“Goodbye to All That”
1967

* k X

“When I first saw New York I was 20, and it was

summertime, and I got off a DC-7 at the old Idlewild

temporary terminal in a new dress which had seemed

very smart in Sacramento but seemed less smart
already.”

Joan Didion

“Goodbye to All That™

1967

* Xk %

“I began to like New York, the racy, adventurous

feel of it at night, and the satisfaction that the

constant flicker of men and women and machines
gives to the restless eye.”

F. Scott Fitzgerald

The Great Gatsby

1925

X ¥ %
“No city in the Union furnishes the same supply of

the material [corpses] for the study of practical anat-
omy as the city of New York.”

Anonymous

Quoted by Thomas Gallagher

The Body Snatchers

June, 1967

v ““Prostitution is the only business that isn’t leaving

the city.”
Roy Goodman, state senator
Speech to New York Press Club
Oct. 24, 1976

¥ k%

““It was early June and New York was already a ghost

town. The rich had departed at the first sign of a

Puerto Rican with a transistor. Politicians hung in to

turn on a few fire hydrants and pose with some wet

Third Worlders before taking off on junkets that kept
them away until Labor Day.”

Heywood Gould

Glitterburn

1981

* % %

““The two eternal verities, time and space, alone are
restricted amid the city’s abundance. Where leisure
has become exotic, the supreme experiences—love,
friendship, and human contacts—are harassed and
trammeled. Courtship in New York is of necessity
hurried, furtive, interrupted, irrationally exposed or
confined. . . . Friendship in New York is hindered by
its distances, its haste, its proprieties, its irresistible
propulsion. As for casual contacts, the city’s philoso-
phy is everyone for himself.”
Ernest Gruening
These United States
1924

* ok ok

“The great charm of New York is that it’s still

unpredictable. Any sidewalk might lead us to some-

thing unexpected, something that could exist no-
where else in the world.”

Helen Hayes and Anita Loos

Twice Over Lightly

1972

* % %

““The most positive thing of all is that nobody ever

has to be alone in New York. You’re alone with New

York, which makes a whole world of difference.

What other companion could be so varied, stimulat-
ing, dramatic, and so available?”’

Helen Hayes and Anita Loos

Twice Over Lightly

1972
* % %
‘““Here was the expensive as a power by itself.”
Henry James
The American Scene
1904
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rtive, interrupted, irrationally exposed or
.. Friendship in New York is hindered by
s, its haste, its proprieties, its irresistible
 As for casual contacts, the city’s philoso-
yone for himself.”
Ernest Gruening
These United States
1924

* % %

it charm of New York is that it’s still

ble. Any sidewalk might lead us to some-

cpected, something that could exist no-
in the world.”

Helen Hayes and Anita Loos

Twice Over Lightly

1972

* % %

- positive thing of all is that nobody ever

lone in New York. You're alone with New

ch makes a whole world of difference.

- companion could be so varied, stimulat-
tic, and so available?”’

Helen Hayes and Anita Loos

Twice Over Lightly

1972
* %k %
s the expensive as a power by itself.”
Henry James
The American Scene
1904

NEw York CiTy

““The gutters overflow and nothing ever works but I
know now I shall live and die here. Anything I do is
all right just as long as I make a go of it. Last night
my water pipe burst at 3 a.m. I had to figure a way to
mend it. And I did!”’
Alan Pryce Jones, English critic
Quoted by Helen Hayes and Anita Loos
Twice Over Lightly
1972
X k Xk
“I don’t like the life here. There is no greenery. It
would make a stone sick.”
Nikita Khruschev
Quoted in Time
Oct. 10, 1960
* k Xk
“No other city in the United States can divest the
visitor of so much money with so little enthusiasm.
In Dallas, they take away with gusto; in New Or-
leans, with a bow; in San Francisco, with a wink and
a gnn In New York, you're lucky if you get a
grunt.’
Fletcher Knebel
Look
March 26, 1963
* ok ok
“Now the midwinter grind
is on me, New York
drills through my nerves
as I walk
the chewed-up streets. ... "
Robert Lowell
“Middle Age”
For the Union Dead
1964
* X %
““A car is useless in New York, essential everywhere
else. The same with good manners.”
Mignon McLaughlin
The Second Neurotics Notebook
1966
* X X
“The frayed tissue of New York manners seems
ready to splatter on every city street.”
Norman Mailer
New York Times Magazine
May 18, 1969
* %k X
“I'never tire of singing my own ‘Manhattan Magnifi-
cat’. ... Often I look out of my sixth floor window at
midnight or an early hour of the morning at the
squares of gold and topaz and I pray for all the
worry-weary souls behind those windows—and the

glad and gay ones, too. For there is gaiety in this
sprawling metropolis. You hear it in the cheep of
sparrows in the park, the laughter of children in
playgrounds, the banter of taxi drivers lightly insult-
ing other motorists, and it is a truer gaiety than that
which glitters in the night spots or theatres, where

visitors so often seek it.”
Sister Maryanna, Dominican Academy
New York Daily News
April 9, 1960

* ok ok
“If, in New York, you arrive late for an appointment,
say ‘I took a taxi.”

Andre Maurois, French writer

Quoted in New York Times
Aug. 13, 1950

* ¥ ok

“What makes New York so dreadful, I believe, is
mainly the fact that the vast majority of its people
have been forced to rid themselves of one of the
oldest and most powerful of human instincts—the
instinct to make a permanent home. Crowded.
shoved about and exploited without mercy, they have
lost the feeling that any part of the earth belongs to
them, and so they simply camp out like tramps,
waiting for the constables to rush in and chase them
away.”
H.L. Mencken
“On Living in Baltimore”
Prejudices: Fifth Series
1926

~— * ok %

is built on greed.”
James Morris
As I Saw the USA
1956

* 3k %

“There are those who say New York City is a
provincial enclave, and that it is unrepresentative of
the rest of the nation. I have lived on Manhattan
Island eight years now, and for the first two or three
the ve, in the dreadful hardening of one’s
senses for survival in the cultural capital, I shared in
many of these fears. But gradually I grew to feel that
New York, far from being an estuary of our national
life, is if anything more representative, than not,
more American than otherwise, precisely because it
brings together the whole range and spectrum. . . of
the American temperament, of the American races,

of all our ways of living and our ways of speaking.
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NeEw York CITY

New York has become to me the crux and apogee of
our contemporary experience. . ..""

Willie Morris

Yazoo

1971

* ¥ %

““I prayed for the city to be cleared of people, for the
gift of being alone—a-l-o-n-e: which is the one New
York prayer that rarely gets lost or delayed in chan-
nels, and in no time at all everything I touched turned

to solid loneliness.”
J.D. Salinger

“De Daumier-Smith’s Blue Period”’
Nine Stories
1964

* ¥ X

“There’s no room for amateurs, even in crossing the

streets.”’
George Segal, actor
Newsweek
Dec. 14, 1972

* k %

“Your native New Yorker relishes the sport of the
apartment hunt the way the English gentry love to

hunt foxes.”
Rufus Sharman

Saturday Evening Post
April 19, 1952
* % X

“As we drew near New York I was at first amused,
and then somewhat staggered, by the cautious and
grisly tales that went round. You would have thought
we were to land upon a cannibal island. You must
speak to no one in the streets, as they would not leave
’til you were rooked and beaten. You must enter a
hotel lobby with military precautions; for the least
you had to apprehend was to awake the next morning
without money and baggage, or necessary raiment, a
lone forked radish in a bed; and if the worst befell,
you would instantly and mysteriously disappear from

the ranks of mankind.”
Robert Louis Stevenson

The Amateur Emigrant: the Silverado Squatters
1923
* k %X

.. New York, where 250 people die each day, and
where the living dash for empty apartments. ...
Where on page 29 of this morning’s newspaper are
pictures of the dead; on page 31 are pictures of the
engaged; on page one are pictures of those who are
running the world, enjoying the lush years before

they land back on page 29.”
Gay Talese

New York—A Serendipiter’s Journey

* ¥ X

“If you are confused ask somebody. New Yorkers
are very helpful. However, the first person you ask
will give you the wrong answer. So ask loudly
enough that others will overhear and make correc-

tions. New Yorkers love to correct each other.”
George Weller
Note on subway map he designed and published
1977

* ¥ %
“The link is just spending. You come to New York
and spend; you go away again.”

H.G. Wells
*“The Future in America”
1906

* X X

‘On any person who desires such queer prizes, New

York will bestow the gift of loneliness and the gift of
privacy.”

E.B. White

“‘Here Is New York”

Essays of E.B. White

1977

* ¥ X

[Office windows at twilight]: ““...You can see in
pantomime the puppets fumbling with their slips of
paper (but you don’t hear the rustle), see them pick
up their phone (but you don’t hear the ring), see the
noiseless, ceaseless moving about of so many passers
of pieces of paper: New York, the capital of memo-
randa, in touch with Calcutta, in touch with Reykja-
vik, and always fooling with something.”
E.B. White
“Here Is New York™
CBS-TV
1958
* ¥ X
““The last time I visited New York, it seemed to have
suffered a personality change, as though it had a
brain tumor as yet undetected.”
E.B. White
Preface
The Essays of E.B. White
1977
* ¥ ¥
“Proud, cruel, everchanging and ephemeral city, to
whom we came once when our hearts were high, our
blood passionate and hot, our brain a particle of fire:
infinite and mutable city, mercurial city, strange
citadel of million-visaged time!—Oh! endless river
and eternal rock, in which the forms of life came,
passed and changed intolerably before us, and to
which we came, as every youth has come, with such
enormous madness, and with so mad a hope—for

1961
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NEw York CiTy

you, golden fruit of power and love and happi-

ness. . . .
Thomas Wolfe
Of Time and the River
1935
* ok %

““Gigantic city [New York], we have taken nothing—
not even a handful of your trampled dust—we have
made no image on your iron breast and left not even
the print of a heel upon your stony-hearted pave-

ments.”’
Thomas Wolfe
Of Time and the River
1935

* k%

“Much of what is chalked off as New York’s rude-

ness, aggressiveness or impersonal treatment is in

fact nothing more than some poor bastard, convinced

that he is in the ‘big-league’ town, trying to put a
little extra spin on his delivery.”

Tom Wolfe

That Kandy-Kolored, Tangerine-Flake,

Streamline Baby

1965

* k X%

“In New York a man does not have to devote himself

to a woman, or think about her or even pay attention
to her. He can. . . glide at will.”

Tom Wolfe

That Kandy-Kolored, Tangerine-Flake,

Streamline Baby

1965

HISTORY AND POLITICS

“Until about 50 years ago, it was possible to think
there was something cozy and quaint about New
York straggling upward from the Battery. Central
Park was way uptown, goats grazed on Morningside
Heights, and a native poet, Joseph Rodman Drake,
could exclaim:
‘My own romantic Bronx!’
without being suspected of writing a caption for a
New Yorker drawing.”
Jacques Barzun
God'’s Country and Mine
1954
* % X%
"It was not until the 1850s that the St. Patrick’s Day
parades assumed large proportions. By that time
immigration from Ireland was at flood and good-

sized Irish county units were available. Marchers
wore costumes that still smelled of native peat.”

Meyer Berger

New York Times

March 17, 1954

* k%

“The Easter Parade tradition isn’t as old as many
people seem to think. It started in a small way about
100 years ago down around Old Trinity when the city
had not begun to spread. Ladies and gentlemen in
spring finery usually strolled up Broadway toward
Canal Street, or down to the Battery after church, and
took the new sun with neighbors until it was time for
the noonday meal.”
Meyer Berger
New York Times
March 17, 1954

* 3k ok

[In 1871]: *‘For five years the Tweed Ring had led a
great treasury raid. . .. Tammany Hall had been re-
modeled into an awesome political machine, sup-
ported by the immigrant and the native poor, and
sustained on election day by a horde of Tammany
warriors, repeaters, and corrupt election officials
who made a mockery out of the power of the ballot.
No wonder Boss Tweed could ask the reformer,
‘What are you going to do about it?’ »’
Alexander B. Callow Jr.
The Tweed Ring
1965

* k%

“I don’t suppose there was a day, an hour, when the

middle class got their marching orders, but toward

the end of the 1940s the middle class began to move

... the rich of the city were getting richer and the

friable middle ground where we stood was vanish-
ing.”

John Cheever

“Moving Out”

Essay reprinted in Esquire: The Best of Forty Years

1973
* % %

“First New York was a sort of provincial capital,

bigger and richer than Manchester or Marseilles, but

not much different in its essential spirit. Then, after

the war, it became one among half a dozen world

cities. Today it has the appearance of standing alone,

as the center of culture in the part of the world that
still tries to be civilized.”

Malcolm Cowley

New Republic

1939
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““From every quarter, as you glance about in these
dark streets, some figure crawls half-awakened, as if
the judgment hour were near at hand, and every
obscure grave were giving up its dead. Where dogs
would howl to lie, men and women and boys slink
off to sleep, forcing the dislodged rats to move away
in quest of better lodgings. Here, too, are lanes and
alleys paved with mud knee-deep; underground
chambers where they dance and game; the walls
bedecked with rough designs of ships, of forts and
flags, and American Eagles out of number; ruined
houses, open to the street, whence through wide gaps
in the walls other ruins loom upon the eyes, as
though the world of vice and misery had nothing else
to show . . . all that is loathesome, drooping and de-
cayed is here.”
Charles Dickens
American Notes
1842

* k% X

“Is New York a den of vice? When a bishop later
proclaims that there are as many prostitutes in New
York as there are Methodists, the city administration

sniggers.”’
Oliver Jenson

American Heritage
December, 1969

* k ok
“Thousands of people lived under the shadow of the
elevated, with the smoke of the old-fashioned loco-
motives puffing into their windows, with the clank

and rattle causing them to shout in daily conversation

to overcome the roar outside. The obliviousness to

low sounds, the indifference to cacophony which

makes the ideal radio listener of present-day Amer-

ica, was part of the original acquisition of Manhattan
in [these early 20th century] decades.”

Lewis Mumford

The Metropolitan Milieu

1934

* %k %

“New York life among the poor has one central
distinguishing feature—namely, the fact that all live
in tenements or in houses built on much the same
principle. This principle is about as bad as it can
possibly be. In the typical tenement house the stair-
case passes up a well in the center of the house. It has
no light from the open air, no ventilation; it is
absolutely dark at midday except for such glasses
over the doors of the flats, and possibly from a
skylight at the top of the house. Itis a well for all the
noxious gases to accumulate in; it cannot be aired;
the rays of the sun never penetrate to it; in the worst
houses it is foul with the coming and going of the
innumerable denizens of the tenements. On its steps
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play the pale, unhealthy children who even allowing

for the enormous death rate, still swarm in the

horrible dwellings. Can a more frightfully unwhole-
some system be imagined?”’

Charlotte G. O’Brien

The Emigrant in New York

1884

* ¥ ¥

““Now, a word about Tammany’s love for the Ameri-
can flag." Did you ever see a Tammany Hall deco-
rated for a celebration? It’s just a mass of flags. ...
We don’t care for expense where the American flag
is concerned, especially after we have won an elec-

tion.”
George Washington Plunkitt,

Tammany Hall politician
Quoted by William L. Riordan
Plunkitt of Tammany Hall

1948

* % %

“Life in the tenements in July and August spells

death to an army of little ones whom the doctor’s

skill is powerless to save. When the white badge of

mourning flutters from every second door, sleepless

mothers walk the streets in the gray of the early

dawn, trying to stir a cooling breeze to fan the brow
of a sick baby.”

Jacob A. Riis

How the Other Half Lives

1890

* %k %
&he gang is an institution in New York"j
Jacob A. Riis
How the Other Half Lives
1890

* ¥ %

“But there is no doubt anywhere that San Francisco
can be rebuilt [after the 1906 earthquake], larger,
better, and soon. Just as there would be none at all if
all this New York that has so obsessed me with its
limitless bigness was itself a blazing ruin. I believe
these people [New Yorkers] would more than half
like the situation. It would give them scope, it would
facilitate that conversion into white marble in pro-
gress everywhere, it would settle the difficulties of
the Elevated railroad and clear out the tangles of

lower New York.”
H.G. Wells

“The Future in America”
1906
* X 3k
[New York during the mid-1800s]:
““The countless masts, the white shore steamers,
the lighters, the ferry-boats, the black sea-
steamers well model’d,
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The down-town streets, the jobbers’ houses of
business, the houses of business of the ship-
merchants and money-brokers, the river-streets,

Immigrants arriving, fifteen or twenty thousand in
a week,

The carts hauling goods, the manly race of drivers
of horses, the brown-faced sailors,

The summer air, the bright sun shining, and the
sailing clouds aloft,

The winter snows, the sleigh-bells, the broken ice

in the river, passing along up or down with the
flood-tide or ebb-tide,

The mechanics of the city, the masters, well-
form’d, beautiful-faced, looking you straight in
the eyes,

Trottoirs throng'd, vehicles, Broadway, the
women, the shops and shows,

A million people—manners free and superb—open
voices—hospitality—the most courageous and
friendly young men,

City of hurried and sparkling waters! city of spires
and masts!

City nested in bays! my city!”

Walt Whitman
*‘Mannahatta’’
1855

% %k k%

“Now [after labor demonstrations] the streets are

completely cleared—the great suction pumps of

downtown New York have pulled up their popula-
tions again.”

Edmund Wilson

*“Cops and Communists”’

1931

BOROUGHS AND REGIONS
The Bronx

“The sobriety and regularity of the life of the west
Bronx is suggested more by the even and dull archi-
tecture of the side streets than by the color and
movement of the shopping avenues.’’

Ruth Glazer

Commentary
May, 1949
LN 3
*“The Bronx?
No thonx!” .
Ogden Nash
*“Geographical Reflection’’
Hard Lines
1931
% ok ok

““Summer night in the east Bronx. The men are inside
playing pinochle. The men are sleeping, are talking
shop. They have gone to see if [Leon] Trotsky is still
sitting on a bench in Crotona Park. The street is full
of mothers who have run.out of the stuffy house to

look for air.”
Grace Paley
“Mom”’
Great American Things
1976

* ok %

“The south Bronx is a necropolis—a city of death.”
Dr. Harold Wise, community leader
Quoted in New York Times
1973

Brooklyn

“[Vaudevillian] Eddie Foy remarked, in discussing
the engineering feat of the Brooklyn Bridge, All that
trouble just to get to Brooklyn.’ >’
Joey Adams
From Gags to Riches
1946
* ok ok
[The Brooklyn Bridge]: *‘O harp and altar, of the
fury fused,

(How could mere toil align thy choiring strings!)”’
Hart Crane
*“To Brooklyn Bridge”
1933

* k%

“It [Brooklynese] was a dialect of confusions. . .

these linguistic confusions were the reflection of

deeper confusions. They mirrored the inverted psy-

chology of the natives who called their heroes
‘Bums.”

Frances Griffiths

New York Times

Aug. 16, 1972

¥ % %k

“There’s a trace of the erotic about the way we

Manhattanites regard Brooklyn. The Bronx may sup-

ply guffaws, Queens makes us yawn, and Harlem

starts us jiving but Brooklyn touches our very libi-
dos.”

Helen Hayes and Anita Loos

Twice Over Lightly

1972

* %k %k

“Boy, sure is quiet since the Dodgers left. They were
a lousy team, even when they won the pennant, but

there was noise around here. You could hear it from
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1
here, a block away [from Ebbets Field], that yell
which meant Duke Snider struck out on a bad pitch
or Carl Furillo made a great catch or Pee Wee Reese
Jaid down a bunt. Ah-h-h, I hope they all get asthma
- out in L.A. They left us when they were getting real
lousy, so good riddance, but alla same, they were
great ball players, and I still remember Gil Hodges
hitting a grand slam against the Giants. I hated the
Giants. There’s nobody left to hate anymore. Brook-
lyn is changed.”
. Former Ebbets Field hot dog vendor
Quoted in Holiday
, March, 1960
. * % K
“The lingering sense of Brooklyn as a land of bound-
less mirth with baseball obbligato was the creation of
certain screenwriters and comedians. . . . In one old
- patriotic movie, Bing Crosby defends the American
flag against a cynic by asking others “to say what Old
(I}lory stands for.” A Southerner talks of red clay and
pine trees. A Westerner describes sunset in the
Rocky Mountains. But it is a Brooklynite who carries
the back lot at Paramount pictures. His speech begins
with the apothegm, ‘Hey, Mac. Ever see steam
comin’ out of a sewer in Flatbush?” ”
Roger Kahn
The Boys of Summer
1973

*

“«After World War II, Brooklyn, like most urban
settlements, began a struggle to adjust which pres-
‘ently ‘turned and became a struggle to survive.
Brooklyn had been a heterogeneous, dominantly
:middle-class community, with remarkable schools,
igood libraries and not only major league baseball,
but extensive concert series, second-run movie
‘houses, expensive neighborhoods and a lovely rolling
‘stretch of acreage called Prospect Park. For all the
outsiders’ jokes, middie-brow Brooklyn was reason-
ably sure of its cosmic place, and safe. Then, with
postwar prosperity came new highways and the con-
queror automobile. Families whose wanderings had
not extended beyond the route of the New Lots
Avenue subway at last were able to liberate them-
selves. . . . Soon families began to leave their blocks
for good.”

* *

Roger Kahn
The Boys of Summer
1973

* k ¥

“Brooklyn Heights itself is a window on the port.
Here, where the perspective is fixed by the towers of
Manhattan and the hills of New Jersey and Staten

the world ocean. Here one can easily embrace the
suggestion, which Whitman felt so easily, that the
whole American world opens out from here, north

and west.” -
Alfred Kazin

Brooklyn Bridge
1946

* ok K

“Brooklyn, in a dignified way, is a fantastic place.
... Comparing the Brooklyn that I know with Man-
hattan is like comparing a comfortable and compla-
cent duenna to her more brilliant and neurotic sister.
Things move more slowly out here. .. and there is a
feeling for tradition.” ’
Carson McCullers
Brooklyn Is My Neighborhood
1941

% k k

“New York is Babylon; Brooklyn is the truly Holy
City. New York is the city of envy, office work, and
hustle; Brooklyn is the region of homes and happi-
ness. . . . There is no hope for New Yorkers, for they
glory in their skyscraping sins; but in Brooklyn there

is the wisdom of the lowly.”
Christopher Morley
Parnassus on Wheels
1917

% %k K
“ ‘Brooklynese’ became conspicuous in Americar.
lore about the time that Brooklyn’s reputatior
changed from that of a dull, respectable ‘city o.
homes’ and ‘city of churches’ to a frenetic, surl:
wasteland of incivility and mindless baseball boost

erism.”

Geoffrey D. Needle:
Brooklyn US.
197

* %k k
“Brownsville was a Jewish island. . . . Up to the ag
of 12 or so, a Brownsville child scarcely saw an
members of other groups except for teachers an
policemen, and never really felt that the Jews wer
anything but an overpowering majority of the huma

race.”
William Postt

Commentai
May, 195

* k ¥k

At the age of 10 I took upon my spreading shou
ders the full burden of being a Brooklynite—I startc
traveling daily in the subway. What drought is to t!
Oklahoma farmer, famine to the Bengalese peasar
silicosis to the coal miner, the BMT, the IRT, and tl

Island, the channels running between seem fingers of
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Brooklyn. . . the sound of the underground wheels

roaring out of the DeKalb Avenue station is the beat
of the living heart of Brooklyn.”

Irwin Shaw

Holiday

1950

* ¥k ok

““Serene was a word you could put to Brooklyn, New
York . . . Serene was the only word for it; especially
on a Saturday afternoon in summer.”’
Betty Smith
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
1932
* ok k
“Coney Island, the American Brighton, grew in
popularity as the city increased in size and conges-
tion in the [1870s]. On a hot Sunday, half a million
people (making a carpet of heads) might crowd its
wide stretch of sand in a few hours, a traveler of 1887
reported in the London Times. ‘They spread over the
four miles of sand strip, with . . . bands of music. ..
in full blast; countless vehicles moving; all the min-
jature theaters, minstrel shows, merry-go-rounds,
Punch and Judy enterprises, fat women, big snakes,
giant, dwarf and midget exhibits, circuses and me-
nageries, swings, flying horses and fortune telling
shops open; and everywhere a dense but good hu-
mored crowd, sightseeing, drinking beer and swal-
lowing.clam chowder.” ”
. Bayrd Still
_ Mirror for Gotham
i 1956
{ % % ok
“Brooklyn is a province. Although it lies but across
the river from what is the most metropolitan of all
cities, :'_md is in fact a borough of it, one may as well
hail from Hoosick Falls (N.Y.) or Possum Trot
(Ark.) as from Brooklyn.” ’
Boris Todrin
Out of Thesé Roots
1944

* %k

“The [Brooklyn] bridge was not built by fiat from
that fabulous island [Manhattan]. Instead, Brooklyn
flung the pathway over the water as the crowning act
of a century of almost unparalleled growth and ex-
pansion. .. . The genius of the Roeblings [the engi-
neers who designed the bridge] was used in a great
act of creation which was Brooklyn’s glory and, in a
sense, Brooklyn’s doom. The city was committing
corporate- suicide, for shortly after came political

union with Manhattan.”
Ralph Foster Weld
Brooklyn Is America
1950

* ok 3k
*“Its [Brooklyn’s] situation for grandeur, beauty, and

-salubrity is unsurpassed probably on the whole sur-

face of the globe; and its destiny is to be among the
most famed and choice of the half dozen cities of the
world. And all this, doubtless, before the close of the

present century.”
Walt Whitman
Brooklyn Standard
1861

. * koo

“In Brooklyn, in the neighborhood of Henry Street,
the pleasant red and pink brick houses still worthily
represent the generation of Henry Ward Beecher; but
an eternal Sunday is on them now; they seem sunk in

-a final silence.”

Edmund Wilson
““On This Site Will be Erected”’
1925

* Kk %
“That was a good time then, for then the sun came
out one day and the [Brooklyn] bridge made music
through the shining air. It was like a song: it soared
like flight above the harbor. ...And I saw all the
faces of the people on the bridge, and they were
coming towards me and there was something strange
and sad about it, and yet it was the most magnificent
thing I had ever seen: the air was clean and sparkling
like sapphires, and out beyond this was the harbor

-and I knew that the sea was there.”

Thomas Wolfe
The Web and the Rock
1937

Greenwich Village

*I remember how often some of us walked out of the
darkness of the Lower East Side and into the brilliant
sunlight of Washington Square.”
Harry Golden
Only in America
1958
* K %
[On why developers have not yet built up Greenwich
Village]: “It’s because there’s an earthquake fault
running underneath the Village that frightens off the
realtors from putting up any more skyscrapers, Geol-
ogists have traced the fault along 14th Street and,
according to the soothsayer Edgar Cayce, a large
slice of Manhattan is going to break off someday and
slide into the Atlantic.”
Helen Hayes and Anita Loos
Twice Over Lightly
1972
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«But now the famed Figaro coffeehouse [in
Greenwich Village], where more talented people
wasted their talents talking over caffeine than at any
other place in New York, has made way for a Blimpie
sandwich shop and Bleecker [Street] has become a

parody of its former Bohemianism.”
! Helen Hayes and Anita Loos
Twice Over Lightly
1972

% % X

«“Greenwich Village is the only spot in New York
where you can go out for the Sunday newspaper in
your pajamas and bare feet and nobody pays you any

attention.”
Helen Hayes and Anita Loos

Twice Over Lightly
1972

' * % ok

“Way down South in Greenwich Village,
That’s the field for culture’s tillage.
There they have artistic ravings,

Tea and other awful cravings.

But then the inspiration stops.

You'll find them anywhere

Round Washington Square.”
3 Improvised song

: Quoted by Helen Ramsey

More Pious Friends and Drunken Companions
1928

Harlem

[After coming to New York City from the South]:
“Then at the street intersection I had the shock of
seeing a black policeman directing traffic—and there
were white drivers who obeyed his signals as though
it was the most natural thing in the world. ... This
really was Harlem.”

Ralph Ellison
Invisible Man
1947
* k X
“Lenox Avenue,
Honey.
Midnight,
And the gods are laughing at us.”
1 Langston Hughes

“Lenox Avenue: MIDNIGHT”

The Weary Blues
1926

* % %

and beneath it the won- ~

was grand blue benediction,
like fine dry cham-

derful air of New York tasted

pagne.”
Claude McKay
Home to Harlem
1928
Other Places

Central Park:

“To the park, accordingly and to the (Central) Park
only, hitherto, the aesthetic appetite had had to
address itself, and the place has therefore borne the
brunt of many a peremptory call, acting out year after
year the character of the cheerful, capable, bustling,
even if overworked, hostess of the one inn, some-
where, who has to take all the travel, who is often at
her wits’ end to know how to deal with it, but who,
none the less, has, for the honor of the home, never

once failed of hospitality.”
Henry James

The American Scene
1907

Lower New York:

“Every evening is Pamplona in lower New York.”
John Steinbeck

Travels with Charley
1962

NORTH
CAROLINA

Capital: Raleigh

Entered the union (with rank): Nov. 21, 1789 (12)

State motto: Esse quam videri (To be rather than to
seem)

State flower: Dogwood

State bird: Cardinal

‘Light open coats prevailed and the smooth bare
throats of brown girls were a token as charming as
the first pussywillows. Far and high over all, the sky

State song: ‘“The Old North State”
State tree: Pine
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Copyright (c) 1988 The Washington Post

July 31, 1988, Sunday, Final Edition V/DEO ﬂgNI/H/S
SECTION: FIRST SECTION; PAGE A8; POLITICS Dul NG DNC'/ ‘?X

LENGTH: 240 words

HEADLINE: Boosting Video Rentals ‘
BYLINE: Maralee Schwartz, Lloyd Grove, Chris Adams

RODY:

| v/ —~ It seems that when some people wanted to see action from a man named Jackson
during the Democratic National Convention, they didn't turn to Jesse. They
turned to Carl Weathers -- "Action Jackson" in the film of the same name.

And when viewers wanted to hear an inspiring dialogue on the pressing social

J’ issues of the day, they opted for Eddie Murphy's "Raw," not Dukakis' "new era of
greatness.”

Video rentals were so good that some outlets are planning a special
advertising push for the Republican National Convention, which begins Aug. 15.
"We'll let people know that there is an alternative to watching the politicians
go at it," said J. Ronald Castell, a vice president for Erol's Inc., a chain of

video rental stores with 74 outlets in the area. "It wasn't something we
expected, but we'll be ready for New Orleans."

Although national numbers are not available, Washington-area movie rental
outlets said the Democratic Convention was even better for business than bad
weather, as an unexpectedly high number of people found the prospect of watching
Dukakis, Sen. Lloyd Bensten (Tex.), Jesse L. Jackson, et al., uncompelling, at
best. At Erol's, for example, muvxe rentals were up over the corresponding days

v last year by 38 percent Monday, 43 percent Tuesday and 46 percent Wednesday. On
Thursday -- the Democrats' big night -- video rentals were up 49 percent.

"We can't wait for the Republicans to get together," Castell said.

TYPE: NATIONAL NEWS

SUBJECT: POLITICAL CONVENTIONS; TELEVISION / VIDEO; FILMS
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ADWEEK

August 8, 1988, Eastern Edition

SECTION: CORRIDOR TALK

LENGTH: 71 words

HEADLINE: video Vincit

BODY:

* Erol's, the largest video club in the District of Columbia, has come up

with the best measure yet of the (lack of) pulling power of the conventions.
J During the four nights of the Democratic convention, video rentals surged

57.2% as compared to the same four days in 1987.

It's not clear whether the Republicans will be able to top that -- but
Erol's, betting the Grand O0ld Party might, is laying on extra inventory.
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Copyright (c) 1988 The Washington Post
August 15, 1988, Monday, Final Edition
SECTION: FINANCIALj; PAGE F3
LENGTH: 269 words
HEADLINE: CONVENTIONAL WISDOM
BYLINE: Clay Chandler, Lena H. Sun, Mark Potts, Paul Farhi

BODY:

If this week's Republican convention in New Orleans praves anywhere near as
gripping as last month's Democratic convention in Atlanta, it may have local
video retailers yawning all the way to the bank.

—  Video outlets in the Washington area report that the four days of the

/ Democratic convention saw a dramatic jump in the number of tapes they rented,
as viewers apparently opted for "Dirty Dancing" and "Top Gun" over Michael
Dukakis and Jesse Jackson.

49— During the Democratic convention -- when Nielsen ratings for TV viewing
fell sharply -- video rentals at the Erol's Video Club chain were up a

J whopping 43.5 percent over the same period last year, according to Erol's
spokeswoman Michelle Abballe.

"It was an unbelievable surge," Abballe said. "It just came out of nowhere."

While several factors unrelated to politics may have contributed to the boost
in rentals -- including hot weather, the Hollywood writer's strike and the
release of a number of popular movies on video -- Erol's senior management is
convinced that convention-induced ennui was the primary culprit, Abballe said.

50 this week, the Springfield-based video club chain is running a promotion
featuring a mock platform complete with popular movie videos presented as policy
"planks."

The platform's "foreign policy plank,” for example, includes titles like
"Rambo” and "Missing in Action."

|

‘ "We are not telling our customers not to watch the convention broadcast,”
Erol's marketing vice president Ron Castell said in a press release. "We do

‘ feel, however, they should have something more on their plate when it comes to

i home video."

' BRAPHIC: TLLUSTRATION, JIM PATERSON FOR TWP; ILLUSTRATION

| TYPE: NATIONAL NEWS
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August 23, 1988, Tuesday, fFinal Edition
SECTION: FIRST SECTION; PAGE A7; POLITICS ‘
LENGTH: 197 words ‘

HEADLINE: Vox V(R

BODY:

Politicians and news executives are talking about shorter national political
conventions but, if owners of video-rental stores had their way, conventions
would last for weeks. Rentals were at record highs during the recent
conventions.

\
l
b
#
!
BYLINE: Maralee Schwartz, Frank Swoboda

"Hot weather and hot movies played a significant part," said a very politic

Vans Stevenson, public-relations director for Erol's Inc., which has 145
putlets.

“Wall Street," "Action Jackson" and "Suspect” drew a lot more interest than
Dukakis or Bush. During the Democratic convention July 18-21, rentals were up
' 57 percent from the same time a year ago. During the GOP canvention last week,
rentals were up 30 percent over the corresponding days in 1987.

Did viewers find the Democrats 1less interesting? "There was more news and

controversy during the Republican convention," Stevenson offered. "It was
Reagan's last appearance, and there was the vice presidential choice."

— While rentals were down overall during the GOP convention compared with the

‘ Democratic convention, one movie hit record highs. Viewers opted for Robin
Williams' war record over Quayle's, renting 34,078 videos of "Good Morning
M| vietnam" during the GOP convention.

" TYPE: NATIONAL NEWS

SUBJECT: UNITED STATES; TELEVISION / VIDEQ; POLITICAL PARTIES; POLITICAL
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The New York Times
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SECTION: Section A; Page 18, Column 6; National Desk
LENGTH: 225 words

HEADLINE: Washington Talk: Briefing;
Tuning Qut

BYLINE: By JOHN H. CUSHMAN & DAVID BINDER

BODY:
Widespread ownership of television sets changed the way Americans followed
national political conventions. Now, burgeoning ownership of video recording
machines may encourage them to avoid the political process altogether.

*,,,j : ff;fk‘?éﬁfﬁfgﬁﬁﬁ?e up substantially
v ﬁﬁ ntions.

Vans Stevensan, a spokesman for the company, said rentals rose 57 percent

during the ‘Democratic convention, almost twice the increase of 30 percent
during the Republican convention.

"'One of the things we theorized was that everyane already knew the outcome

of the Democratic convention beforehand, as opposed to the Republican
convention,'' Mr. Stevenson said.

However, he added that a number of things could have contributed to the

higher rental rate during the Democratic convention, including summer heat
hitting its peak during July.

One additional note: The company recorded a 39 percent increase in rentals of

the movie ''Hoosiers'' for the weekend following the acceptance speech made by
Senator Dan Quayle of Indiana, the Republican Vice-Presidential nominee. Mr.
Quayle's speech made several references to the movie, which chronicles the
winning season of a fictional high school Dasketball team in Indiana.

GRAPHIC: Drawing

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION OF 1988; TELEVISION; RECORDINGS (VIDEO);
CONVENTIONS, NATIONAL (US)
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SECTION: Opinion; Part 5; Page 3; Column 3; Opinion Desk

HEADLINE: SLOGANS IN SECONDS: LOSING WEIGHT IN POLITICAL DEBATE

BYLINE: By Kathleen Hall Jamieson, Kathleen Hall Jamieson, professor of
communication at the University of Texas, is the author of Eloquence in an
Electronic Age (Oxford University Press).

DATELINE: AUSTIN, TEXAS

BODY:

Thomas Jefferson's oft-cited comment about government without newspapers or
vice versa has a less-cited coda: "But I should mean that every man should
receive those papers and be capable of reading them.”

What Jefferson did not envision two centuries ago was that his
great-grandchildren's great-grandchildren would search some major newspapers in
vain for an instance of extended political argument -- 3 transcribed speech, for
example, or a published debate.

The last century had its share of abbreviated messages, but the newspaper was
not their home. Bits of information and slogans inhabited street and parade
banners, professional torches and broadsides. Newspapers were made of longer

LENGTH: 1235 words
\

\

\ ‘
‘ stuff. Although partisan, the papers of Jefferson's day were substantial.

Today the search for substance is more readily thwarted. Abbreviated forms of
communication abound. Political ads average 30 seconds in length. In network
news, candidates are rarely heard speaking for more than 15 seconds at a time.
Even the answers in debates have grown shorter -- down to one minute in a number
of the contests of the past primary season.

Survival of the briefest also governs network coverage of conventions. Lost
in CBS, NBC and ABC's rush to learn Bush's vice presidential pick and how would
it play in Peoria were two important speeches: the first, by Gov. John H. Sununu
of New Hampshire, previewed the fall campaign's indictments of the Democratic
nominee; the second, by former U.N. Ambassador Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, cogently
expressed the conservative philosophy of foreign affairs.

What substance TV reporters do find in speeches or debates is winnowed out in
their search for the candidates' strategic intent. When not focusing on the
"horse race" and "game plans," aspiring Dan Rathers fill our time with
‘ prophesies about a future we will momentarily discover for ourselves: Who will
run? Who will win? Who's up in the polls? Who's down?

Substance is reduced to slogans and snippets. The 1980 primaries live in news
’ stories as "I paid for this microphone, Mr. Green"; the 1984 primaries as

“Where’'s the beef?" Repeated replays enable us to paraphrase television's
remembrance of debates past:
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“There you go again.”
"Do you remember when you said 'there you go again'?"

"I will not hold my opponents comparative youth and inexperience against
him'“

Lost in post-debate coverage were the philosophies, policies and proposals of
the debaters, their important similarities and differences, their alternative
visions of the country's future.

Voters without access to a good newspaper, C-SPAN aor CNN must rely on

information accumulated in bites of a quarter of a minute to a minute in length.
Even those granules of information do not receive concentrated attention. Many

‘ who pick up political information from TV news and ads are passive, their

} political information gotten accidentally. Casual attention creates some
superficial sense of politics but not a solid command of information, issues or
candidates. Even at the most intense points in a senatorial campaign, more than
half the population cannot identify the candidates.

\

Cheated by an educational system that no longer teaches students to produce
| or evaluate argument, the most educated electorate in American history routinely
‘ chooses old movies or video rentals over convention speeches, and prefers
soaps and sitcoms to political substance. So "Peyton Place" and "Petticoat
Junction" drew larger audiences than Barry M. Goldwater's conversation with
Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1964; "Jaws" swallowed Roger Mudd's award-winning y
interview with Sen. Edward M Kennedy (D-Mass.) in 1980; ‘and vzdeo—rental

stores experienced such run of customers during this §ugmgg 5 _Cony ﬂn that
i 6T?ficai parties st ﬁfﬁ‘&%nsi&ér putting voter-registration det%g£?
e

consultants turn the indictment back on their accusers. A substantial speech
can't attract an audience as large as "Dynasty" or even "Dialing for Dollars,"
one practitioner told me. "It's sports they'll watch so it's sports they'll
get."

|
} When blamed for the decay in the gquality of political discourse, political
|

Besides, speaking substantially produces pain but little gain. The public is
ill-disposed to listen to substance, the press ill-disposed to report it. As
does the opposing candidate's staff, the press will listen attentively for slips
or strategic missteps. Pens are poised and cameras set to capture Richard M.
Nixon declaring "I am not a crook," Michael 5. Dukakis encouraging Iowa farmers |
to grow Belgian endive, George Bush referring to his grandchildren as "little
brown ones," Ronald Reagan declaring that facts are "stupid things." Seeing
everything to lose and nothing to gain, in 1986 many candidates abandoned public
speechmaking entirely. Campaigns became ad wars.

‘ The speeches that have adapted to the demands of the press and the

\ dispositions of television viewers are the public egquivalent of the Johnny
Carson monologue -- strings of randomly assembled one-liners and anecdotes. No

’ camera crew will have to look long for a 30-second sound bite. No detailed

} argumentative substructure will drive viewers away.

Texas State Treasurer Ann Richards' speech at the Democratic Convention is
illustrative. It contained one story of her memories of summer nights
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listening to the grown-ups talk; one letter from a constituent; humanizing
references to granddaughter Lily and the future, and some now very familiar
30-second sound bites, including: "For eight straight years George Bush hasn't
displayed the slightest interest in anything we care about. And now that he's
after a job he can't get appointed to, he's like Columbus discovering America.
He's found child care. He's found education. Poor George. He can't help it. He
was born with a silver foot in his mouth."

Endangered in the rush to abbreviate and the crush of news McNuggets and spot

ads is our capacity to create and thoughtfully consider discourse that invites a
reconsideration of who we are as individuals and as a people. Our ability to
create reasoned, informed public assent has waned. The great modern exercises of
the old eloquence -- George Marshall framing the Marshall plan, Winston

| Churchill warning about the descent of an Iron Curtain, Eisenhower and John F.

| Kennedy arguing for arms limitation, Martin Luther King Jr. proclaiming that he
had a dream and Sen. John F. Kerry of Massachusetts repudiating the war in

| Vietnam -- stand out because the rhetorical terrain surrounding them is so flat.

Adlai E. Stevenson was offended by the notion that ideas should be cut to fit
the lengths in which television metered out its time. As he ran unsuccessfully
for the White House in 1952 and 1956, his paid air time sometimes ended before
his speeches did. His aides despaired. Unlike the robber Procrustes who
amputated the limbs of his victims to ensure that they fit his bed, Stevenson
refused to shave ideas to suit the clock.

As we undertake the serious business of electing the 41st President, we might
honor Stevenson's memory, and that of Jefferson and Lincoln as well, by seeking
out and savaring developed discourse -- disc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>