Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:
S S

FOIA

MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

Record Group/Collection: ~ George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin: Speechwriting, White House Office of
Series: Speech File Backup Files

Subseries: Chron File, 1989-1993

OA/ID Number: 13817
Folder ID Number: 13817-007

Folder Title:
HEAL [Health Equity Action League] Event 6/2/92 [OA 7576

Section: 3 Position:

26 22 7




B R UL IR LS

y

THE WHITE HOUSE

- Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release - June 2, 1992

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT HEALTH CARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE BRIEFING

Roonm 450
0ld Executive Office Building

2:09 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Please be seated, and ‘thank you very -
much for coming. And, Dirk, thank you, sir; and Pam, the cochairs of

"HEAL. I am delighted to have an opportunity to speak to you briefly

here. " And then our experts come on and you'll learn =-- I wouldn't
say more than you want to know about this, but you'll be hearing from
our very best in a few minutes, people that have shaped our approach
to health care. i

-We are grateful for your support. And I'll tell you,
the strong support of this organization for our health care reform
plan is absolutely essential to getting something done for the people
in this country. And I can't overemphasize the importance of your
contacts on the Hill today, of your organizing of the local
coalitions. Both of these efforts are going to be determining
factors in steering health care reform in the right direction..

We're at a crossroads =-- literally, at a crossroads on
the issue of health care reform. And the real debate concerns the
direction that health care reform is going to take. I don't think
there's any argument in the country that health care reform is not
needed. Nobody's taking that tack.. The question is, will we
preserve our public-private health care system through comprehensive
reforms, or are we going to substitute a plan that is government-
dictated, government-mandated, government-controlled? And that's the
bottom line. And we have to spell out as clearly for the American
public as we possibly can. The decision is as simple and as pivotal
as that.

We have to make it clear to Americans that other
proposals, like the national health care, expanded Medicare,

Americare and play or pay are fundamentally government-controlled.

And someé are a little more obvious about it than others, but
ultimately each ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

And let me also assure you that I share your specific
concerns. Individual entrepreneurs need help in order to -compete
with the conglomerates; I understand that. You need a tax deduction
for 100 percent of health insurance premiums, and you need market
clout. As small business owners you also need rescuing from cherry.
picking by these insurers, and you need help in shopping smart, and
you need a way to avoid costly frivolous coverage. Our plan provides
comprehensive reform and that's going to benefit, we compute, more
than 95 million Americans. -

. We have two bills on the Hill already. These are
nonpolitical =-- that is the liberals agree with us in principle, that
makes them nonpolitical -- (laughter) -- and that being the case I
say Congress ought to act according to principle and pass this
legislation for the good of the country. And where we agree, we must

. act. With your help up on the Hill, Congress will pass the bills

immediately.




Under our plan health insurers would have to cover all
employers requesting coverage and that coverage would be guaranteed.
It would be renewable and it would have no restrictions for pre-
existing medical conditions. It would also be portable, allowing
workers to change jobs without fear of not being picked up by their
new employers plan. We would establish networks that would help .
small businesses purchase insurance and manage their premium costs.
our coordinated care provisions would reverse the upward spiral of
health care costs too. :

Our plan also addresses something that we must do
= . something about and I'm talking about the malpractice costs. Costs
from excessive insurance paperwork and also administrative costs. We
address the special needs of urban and rural areas by providing for
clinics and disease prévention activities. ; o
In addition, we think consumers need better information
in order to make better decisions. So we propose information -
booklets that will allow consumers to compare costs and then compare
the guality of care provided by hospitals and other health care
plans. These are things that I think that we all can whole-heartedly
endorse and fully intend to implement. But no discussion of health
care reform is complete without emphasizing the necessity for
personal responsibility for health promotion and.then again for
disease prevention. ... e - Co e, . L e
Tomorrow, Secretary Lou Sullivan, along with Prevention
Magazine, will announce the results of a survey on the health related
behavior of Americans. The prevention index tracks our national
progress in avoiding special specific health-related risk behavior.
We need your help in spreading the word that avoiding 10 common risk
factors could prevent between 40 and 70 percent of all premature
deaths, one-third of all cases of acute disability, and two-thirds of
all cases of chronic disability. Individual action =-- that's what is
needed around the nation, at the level of personal health behavior.

And at the same time, up here, right back to Washington,

. congressional action is needed to ensure that world-class health care
continues to be directed by consumer choice and by free-market
factors.

; ST T S . There's a crying need to change things. But I feel

A o S compelled to uphold the quality of American health care. We must

l- . R . not, in our desire to see change, diminish the quality of American
health care. And our plan, I think, upholds the gquality. and, very
candidly, I think the major two competing plans would tend to
diminish the quality of American health care. We've seen it happen
in some of these nationalized programs abroad. And I think the same
thing would happen here. So we must not go for a program that is
going to diminish the quality of American medical care.

So again, Dirk and Pam, thank you. We are very grateful
for your leadership and helping to make all this happen. And to each
and every one of you, my most sincere thanks. I really believe we

5 : . can get something done. And I say that, recognizing that this is a

| weird year. (Laughter.) This is what they call one of the weird

| . ones out there. But when you have a common-sense idea, when you have

% T ) something that is backed by the sound and sensible people like
oo S L . yourselves, we've got to find a way to make it happen. So I pledge

you my full support. My driving interest behind this really can be .

brought to bear in the Congress in ways that our pros here in the

front row think necessary. So I am with you and very, very grateful

to you. ’ :

And now, on for your real session where you're going to
learn a lot more about. And thank you all very much for coming.
(Applause.)

END . 2:17 P.M. EDT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Monday, June 1, 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

II.

" THROUGH: DAVID F. DEMARESTQ
FROM: JANICE SHAW CROUSE \OJA@Q% @um
RE: PROPOSED REMARKS FOR HEALTH EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
I. SUMMARY

On Tuesday, June 2 at 2:00 p.m. you will deliver brief
remarks to an audience of 180 members of HEAL (Health Equity
Action League) in Room 450 of the 01d Executive Office
Building.

DISCUSSION

Your remarks, (approximately 7 minutes from cards), will
focus on the health care reform needs of small business
owners, will recognize HEAL for its hard work in support of
your health care reform proposal, will challenge HEAL to
work for health promotion/disease prevention efforts and to
continue working for passage of your two health care reform
bills currently on the Hill.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: - HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1992
2:00 P.M., OEOB Room 450
Welcome to the White House. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS] I want you
to know how much it has meant to me to have your strong support
of our health care reform plans. I cannot overemphasize the
vam toanle, ) - e - HEL

importance of your contacts on the Hill today ‘and your organizing
of local coalitions; both of these efforts will be determining
factors in steering health care reform in the right direction.

America stands at a crossroads on the issue of health care

reform -- the real debate concerns the direction health care

reform will take. Will we preserve our public-private health
care system through comprehensive reforms or will we substitute a
plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom line and
we have to spell that out as clearly for the American public as
we possibly can. The decision is as simple -- and as pivotal --
as that.

And, we have to make it clear to Americans that other
proposals -- like national health care, expanded Medicare,
Americare, and "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some
are a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimately,
each ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

[((Let me assure you this is not a partisan issue -- it just

happens that all those proposals are sponsored by liberal
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Democrats.))] Let me also assure you that I share your specific
concerns. Individual entrepreneurs need help in order to compete
with the conglomerates. You need a tax deduction for 100% of —-/%47Lf
health insurance premiums and you need market clout. As small /&4&70F76
business owners, you also need rescuing from "cherry picking" by
insurers; you need help in "shopping smart," and you need a way

. . vy J/L' 11y

-to avoid costly, frivolous coverage. /4n€/ i
V4! !&/'
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Our plan provides comprehensive reform that will benefit

V%ﬁyk‘ ]f%ﬁore than 95 million Americans. We have two bills up on the Hill A

,'/‘ 'L S“I‘/" = Ve

/4q/” already. These bills are non-political -- that is, the liberals <ﬁ(
agree with us in principle. That being the case, I say Congress i;

ought to act according to principle and pass this legislation for

the good of the country. Where we agree, we must act. With your

help up on the Hill, Congress will pass the bills -- immediate;g;//,
Under our plan, health insurers would have to cover all
employers requesting coverage. That coverage would be

guaranteed; it would be renewable; and it would have no

/RV\ restrictions for pre-existing medical conditions. It would also
E ‘I/ ‘ |

;:n/ﬂ‘ be portable -- allowing workers to change jobs without fear of
%

| not being picked up by their new employer's plan. We would
establish networks that would help small businesses purchase
insurance and manage their premium costs. Our coordinated care
provisions would reverse the upward spiral of health care costs,
too. Our plan also addresses malpractice costs, costs from

excessive insurance paperwork and administrative costs. We

address the special needs of urban and rural areas by providing
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for clinics and disease prevention activities. 1In addition, we
think consumers need better information in order to make better
_—decisions -- so we propose information booklets that will allow
: consumers to compare costs and quality of care provided by
hospitals and other health care plans.

These are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully
intend to implement. But, no discussion of health care reform is
complete without emphasizing the necessity for personal
responsibility for health promotion and disease prevention.
Tomorrow, Secretary Sullivan, along with Prevention magazine,
will announce the results of a survey on the health-related
behaviot%jof Americans. The Prevention Index tracks our naFional

o |

progress in avoiding specific health-related risk behaviors: We
need your help in spreading the word that avoiding ten common 1% %
risk factors could prevent between 40 and 70 percent of all ‘ Sz
premature deaths, one-third of all cases of acute disability, and/\;h "
two-thirds of all cases of chronic disability. =
Individual action is needed around the nation at the level

of personal health behavioréj At the same time, Congressional

_——

action is needed to insure that world-class health care continues

to be directed by consumer choice and by free market factors.
Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the good

work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States of

America.

Fttt#




Crouse/Bunton
Saturday, May 30, 1992
11:11lam

[HEAL]

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1992
2:00 P.M., OEOB Room 450

Welcome to the White House. It is great to be with you and
to see so many friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]

I am so glad to finally have the opportunity to meet with
you. I want you to know how much it has meant to me to have your
strong support of our health care reform plans. You have worked
hard and your continuing efforts are vitally important.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts on
the Hill today and your organizing of local coalitions; they will
be determining factors in steering health care reform in the
right direction. You and I know that America stands at a
crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts
here in Washington and at the local level. The entire nation has
been inundated with proposals and commentary on health care

reform. No wonder so many Americans are bewildered by it all.

Thank goodness, you are helping to clarify the picture. g;ga,,
F /[
Your upcoming [Public Service Announcement] about Sal f//~7'34%%’>/

{ 22—t/

Risalzato is fantastic -- you get right to the heart of the '
problems faced by small business owners. If these individualvj
entrepreneurs are going to compete with the conglomerates, they

need 100% deduction for health premiums and they need market

clout. Small business owners also need rescuing from "cherry
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picking" by insurers; they need help in "shopping smart," and
they need an end to costly, frivolous coverage.

There is only one way that Sal, and all the rest of you,
will get what you need. That's to let the American public know
-- the real debate on comprehensive health care reform concerns
the direction health care reform will take. Will we preserve our
public-private health care system through comprehensive reforms
or will we substitute a plan that is government controlled? That
is the bottom line and we have to spell that out as clearly as we

possibly can. The decision is as simple -- and as pivotal -- as

that.

And, we have to make it clear to Americans that all of the
proposals except ours -- national health care, expanded Medicare,
Americare, "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some are

a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimately, each

ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy. [((Let me assure
you this is not a partisan issue -- it just happens that all

those proposals are sponsored by liberal Democrats.)) ]

Our position is unequivocal -- we must maintain the
integrity of the private sector in the health care area. That is
the only way to achieve the reforms that you must have to extend
coverage to your employees and still stay in business. Our plan
accomplishes that goal; while at the same time, it provides

comprehensive reform that will benefit more than 95 million . -'qb

Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out. 7%4¢L
oo
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The concerns that are your top-priorities are in our plan
which is up on the Hill NOW. We must do everything we can to get
these measures passed by the Congress; it is important that this
legislation be passed NOW. The American people need to know that
much of our bill is non-political -- the liberals support it just
as strongly as we do. We agree in principle; and Congress ought
to act according to principle and pass this legislation for the
good of the country.

There are aspects of health care reform which need further
deliberation; we cannot do everything now. Public consensus
needs to be developed on some thorny issues; we cannot run
roughshod over peoples' need to understand and participate in the

process of shaping policy. But where we agree, we must act.

Under our plan, the consumer can choose from a state-wide
basic health insurance package paid for with a tax voucher or
alternative insurance. Health insurers would have to cover all
employers requesting coverage. And, that coverage would be
guaranteed, renewable, have no restrictions for pre-existing
medical conditions and it would be portable -- workers could
change jobs without losing insurance.

The following aspects of our plan are being considered NOW
should be passed NOW. Our networks would help small businesses
purchase insurance and limit their premium costs -- Congress must
move to get this done. Our coordinated care provisions would

reverse the upward spiral of health care costs, too. Our plan

addresses malpractice and administrative costs as well as the
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costs from excessive insurance paperwork. We also address the
special needs of urban and rural areas -- with clinics and
disease prevention activities. We think consumers need better
information -- through "blue books" that compare costs and
quality of care provided by physicians, hospitals, clinicgl
laboratories, and other health care providers. /ZY[yfda/uj}~ﬁﬂﬁQc

These are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully
intend to implement. But, you and I know that the health care
reform issue transcends the specifics of our plan. Government
action is needed to solve specific problems -- a safety net for
the uninsured, guaranteeing quality care and low cost -- making
insurance more secure and available. But health care in America
should be guided by each consumer's choice and by the discipline
of the free market.

Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the good
work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States of

America.

“Tramstfrer 13, e FHEF#E
W g
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Headline:

The Communications Company
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Meet Sal Risalzato...
He's Just 1 in a Million,

Copy:

Sal Risalzato owns and operates the Riverdale Texaco In Morrils

County New Jersey.

That's not exceptional -- except if you're

Sal or one of his 11 employees.

Like many small business owners, Sal does something more for
his employees than meet the payroll —— he provides his people

health coverage,

This spring Sal's small group coverage premium jumped 35%.
"The health care system in this country needs more than a
tune-up, " explains Sal.

That's why Risalzato 1s an active member of HEAL -- The
Healthcare Equity Action League —-- because 8al knows first
hand that the Reforms supported by HEAL represent tangible,
timely changes in America's health care system.

HEAL, thru it's member organizations and individual supporters
like Sal, represents over 1,000,000 small business owners who
provide jobs and pay checks to 35,000,000 Americans.

The HEAIL Reform Proposals?

o 100% Deduction for Health Premiums.

"Texaco deducts 100% of 41ts health ingurance
premiums, . .why not the little guy?" Sal's right.

Today,

unincorporated small businesses and the

self-employed only get a 25% deduction. Full
deductibility would have a tremendous ilmpact on
every small employer's ability to offer coverage.

o Real Market Clout for Sal Risalzato.

Small employers should be able to marshall their
buying power thru health insurance purchasing

COOpSs.

Small employers would then be able to flex

real muscle in the market place by negotiating
discounted provider prices thru managed care
networks. These networks can negotiate savings 20%
greater than old-fashion indemnlity plans. This
according to ...

Z0°d SO0'ON 2Z:07 266z FAey

511 2nd Street, NE Washington, D.C. 20002 (202) 547-4467 Fax (202) 543-6911
Ae8S-4LFe-C0Z 731 JHOIN
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g The Communications Company

o End “cherry picking” by Insurers.

Just because one of the employees of the Riverdale
Texaco use their coverage,..shouldn't mean
draconian premium increases for Sal...or dropped
coverage for that employee...or canalled coverage
for sal and the rest of his people.

o Help Sal "Shop Smart" when it comes to Health Care.

Developing detalled, accurate market information
and publicizing it would help small employers
compare price and really "shop smart" for coverage.
"What do I charge for gas? My prices are on a big
sign in front of the station. Why can't shopping
for group coverage be simpler?" Good gquestion,
Sal.

o Eliminate Extravagant State Mandated Benefits.

"I'm proud I provide my peoplée with coverage...but
why must I buy a plan that has to include coverage
for things like hair transplants?® As you can see,
Sal doesn't have to worry about a hair transplant.
Elimination of costly State mandated henefits would
make less expensive policies available to small
emnplovers. According to ..., this reform could
reduce system-wide costs by 5 to 7%.

For more information on other reforms supported by HEALJ_éggi!
write us.,.write Sal Risalzato, Riverdale Texaco, 79 Newark- :
Fompton Turnpike, Riverdale New Jersey, 07457,

Tagline:

Healthcare Equity Action League
Small Employers for Serious Change

1725 K Street N.W., Washington, DC 20006

511 2nd Street, NE Washington, D.C. 20002 (202) 547-4467 Fax (202) 543-6911
¢0"'d S00°ON 2Z:07 Z6*6Z fiey 9¢85-4FE-202 731 JHOON
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| QM Ml the Hill today and your organizing of local coalitions; they will

Crouse/Bunton
Friday, May 29, 1992
12:48pm
[HEAL]
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1992
HEAi/ 2:00 P.M., OEOB Room 450
///

Welcome to the White House. It is great to be with you and
to see so many friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]

I am so glad to finally have the opportunity to meet with
you. I want you to know how much it has meant to me to have your
strong support of our health care reform plans. You have worked

|

| hard and your continuing efforts are vitally important.

‘ WA I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts on
/

L
ueA ﬁx, be determining factors in steering health care reform in the
| 347 573[right direction. You and I know that America stands at a
crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts

here in Washington and at the local level. The entire nation has

been inundated with proposals and commentary on health care WM 'M/f

reform. No wonder many Americans are bewildered. Thank

goodness, you are helping to clarify the picture. 7 7
[Hevmhs ady, VIsif3 13 b, Grasenils efrars r W‘( '

Your upcoming [Publlc Service Announcement]” about Sal aw
Risalzato is fantastic =-- you get right to the heart of the 62; 81‘Ma,_

problems faced by small business owners. Sal, and other small 7@ N/

. . o ] : 7
business owners like him, need 100% deduction for health premlumst]'dﬁWF'

and they need market clout. Small business owners need rescuing %%L

wtlf Zopn’ ln ki, ‘A;
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2
from "cherry picking" by insurers; they need help in "shopping
smart," and they need an end to frivolous coverage. //

There is only one way that Sal, and all the rest of you,
will get what you need. That is, to let the American public know
the basis of the real debate on comprehensive health care reform
-- what direction will health care reform take? Will we
maintain our public-private health care system through
comprehensive reformg or will we be told that the only substitute
is a plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom line — —
and we have to spell that out as clearly as we possibly can. The
decision is as simple -- and as pivotal -- as that.

And, we have to make it just as clear that all of the
Democratic proposals -- national health care, expanded Medicare,
Americare, "Play-or-Pay" -- are government-controlled. Some are
a little more obvious about it than others, but ultimately, each
ends up controlled by a government bureaucracy.

Our position is unequivocal -- we must maintain the
integrity of the private sector in the health care area. That is
the only way to achieve the reforms that you must have to extend
coverage to your employees and still stay in business. Our plan
accomplishes that goal; while at the same time, it provides

5 Hevelan/
comprehensive reform that will benefit more than 90 million Foece4
Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out. /7

Under our plan, the consumer can choose from a state-wide

basic health insurance package/paid for with a tax voucher or

Qalternative insurance.| Health insurers would have to cover all
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employers requesting coverage. And, that coverage would be
£/f wontd cansy

guaranteed, renewable,| have no restrictions for pre-existing Lk

— P

medical conditions and it would be portable -- workers could
change jobs without losing insurance.

Our networks would help small businesses purchase insurance
and limit their premium costs. Our coordinated care provisions
would reverse the upward spiral of health care costs, too. Our
plan addresses malpractice and administrative costs, insurance
paperwork, and flexibility for state Medicaid programs. We also
address the special needs of urban and rural areas -- with
clinics and disease prevention activities. We think consumers
need better information -- through "blue books" that compare
costs and quality of care provided by physicians, hospitals,

Cortsumers Camnt mabo
clinical laboratories, and other health care providers./fThese lntormed

decopesrs .
are things we all whole-heartedly endorse and fully intend to
implement. //

But, you and I know that this issue transcends the specifics
of our plan. Government action is needed to solve specific
problems -- a safety net for the uninsured, guaranteeing quality
care and low cost -- making insurance more secure and available.
But health care in America should be guided by each consumer's
choice and by the discipline of the free market.

Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the good
work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States of

America.

Transitish 7 PP ypp bt
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Crouse/Bunton

ST Friday, May 29, 1992
12:48pm

[HEAL)

PRESIDENTIAL REHARKS: HEALTHCARE EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE
TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1992
2:00 P.M., OEOB Room 450
Welcome to the White House. It is great té be with you and
to see so mény friends. [ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS]
I am so glad to finally have the opportﬁnity to meet with
you. I want yoﬁ to know hOW'much it has meant td_me to have your
o upport ur he are refo S. Ydu have worked
hard and your cdntinuing efforts are vitally important.
I cannot overemphasize the importance of your contacts on -

the Hill today and your organizing of local coalitions; they will

" be determining factors in steering health care reform in the

right direction. You and I know that America stands at a
crossroads on this issue. That is the basis for your efforts
here in Washingfon and at the local level. The entire nation has
been inundated with proposals and commentary on health care

reform. No wonder many Americans are bewildered. Thank

! goodness, you are helping to clarify‘the picture.

- Your ﬁpcoming [Public Service Announcement] about Sal
Risalzato is fantastic -- you get right to the heart of the
problems faced by small business owners. Sal, and other small .
business owners like him, need 100% deduction for health premiums .

and they need market clout. Small business owners need rescuing
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from "cherry picking" by insureré; tﬁey need help in "shopping
smart," and they need an end to frivolous coverage.
| fhcfe ié only one way that Sal, and all the rest of you,
will get wh#t you need. That is, to let the American public know
the basis of the real debate onrcomprehénsive hgaith care reform
- whatidirggtign will health care reform take? Will we

maintain‘our public-private health caré system through

. comprehensive reforms or will we be told that the only substitute

is a plan that is government controlled? That is the bottom line
and we have to spell that out as clearly as we possibly can. The
decision is as simple -- and as pjvotal -- as that.

And, we have to make it just as clear that all of tﬁe
Demdcratic proposals -- national health care, expénded Medicare,
Americare, “Play-or-Bay" -- are éovernment-controlled, Some aré
a little more obvious about it thaﬂ others, but ultimately, each
ends up cont;bl;ed bi a government bureaucracy.

our position is unequi#ocal,-- we must maintain the
integrity of the private sector in the health dare area. That is
the only way to.achieve the refbfms that you must have to extend
coverage to your employees and stiil stay in business. Our plan
accomplishes that goal; while at the sﬁme time, it provides

comprehensive reform that will benefit more than 90 million

- Americans. Thank you for helping to get the word out.

Under .our plan, the consumer can choose from a state-wide

basic health insurance package paid for with a tax voucher or

alternative insurance. Health insurers would have to cover all
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' employers requesting coverage. And, that coverage would be

guaranteediérenewahle, have no restrictions for pre-existing
medical conditions and it Qould'be portable -- workers could
change jobs without losing insurance.

Our networks would help small husinesses purchase insurance
and 1limit their premium costs. Our coordinated care provisions
would reverse the upward épiral of health care costs, too. Our

plan addresses malpractice and'adninistrative costs, insu:ance

. paperwork, and flexibility for state Medicaid programs. We also

address the special needs of urban and rural areas -- ﬁith
clinics and disease prevention activities. We think consumers
need_betterAinﬁormation - tnrough "blue books" that compare |
costs and quality of care provided by physicians, hospitalé,
clinical labnratories,'énd other health care providers. These
are things~wé all whole-heartedly endofse andvfully intend to
implement. '

But, you and I know that this issue transcends the specifics
of our plan. Government action is needed to solve specific
problems -- a éafety net for the uninsured, guaranteeing duality
care and lowlcost -- making insurance more secure and available.
But healfh care in America should be guided by each consumer's
choice and by the discip;ine of the free market.

Thank you for helping to make this happen. Keep up the good
work. May God bless you and May God bless the United States of

America.

- #HEEHE
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Headllne:

Meet Sal Risalzato...
He's Just 1 in a Million.

Copy: .

sal Risalzato owns and operates the Riverdale Texaco in Morris
County New Jersey. That's not exceptional —- except if you're
Sal or one of his 11 employees.

Like many small business owners, sal does something more for
his employees than meet the payroll -- he provides his people
health coverage.

This spring Sal's small group coverage premium jumped 35%.
“The health care system in this country needs more than a
tune-up, " explains Sal.

That's why' Risalzato 1is an active member of HEAL -- The
Healthcare Egquity Action League -- because Sal knows first
hand that the Reforms supported by HEAL represent tangible,
timely changes in America's health care systen.

HEAL, thru it's member organizations and individual supporters
l1ike sal, represents over 1,000,000 small business owners who
provide jobs and pay checks to 35,000,000 Americans.

The HEAL Reform Proposals?
o 100% Deduction for Health Premiums.

npexaco deducts 100% of its health insurance
premiums...why not the little guy?" Sal's right,
Today, unincorporated small businesses and the
self-employed only get a 25% deduction. Full
deductibility would have a tremendous impact on
every small employer's ablility to offer coverage.

o Real Market Clout for Sal Risalzato.

small employers should be able to marshall their
buying power thru health insurance purchasing
coops. Small employers would then be able to flex
real muscle in the market place by negotiating
discounted provider prices thru managed care
networks. These networks can negotiate savings 20%
greater than old-fashion indemnity plans. This
according to ...
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o End "cherry picking" by Insurers.

Just because one of the enmployees of the Riverdale

" Texaco

use their coverage...shouldn't mean -

 draconian premium increases for Sal...or dropped
coverage for that employee...o¥ canalled coverage
for Sal and the rest of his people. .

¥

o Help sal "Shop Smart" when it comes to Health Care.

Developing detailed, accurate market information
and publicizing it would help small employers
compare price and really "shop smart" for coverage.
"what do I charge for gas? My prices are on a big
sign in front of the gstation. Why can't shopping
for group coverage be simpler?" Good question,

Sal'

o FEliminate Extravagant State Mandated Benefits.

“I'm proud I provide my people with coverage...but
why must I buy a plan that has to include coverage
for things like hair transplants?" As you can §eé,
Sal doesn't have to worry about a hair transplant.
Elimination of costly State mandated benefits would
make less expensive policies available to small
employers. According to ..., this reform could
reduce system-wide costs by 5 to 7%.

For more information on other reforms supported by HEAL, don't

write us...write Sal Risalzato, Riverdale Texaco, 79 Newark- ’
Pompton Turnpike, Riverdale New Jersey. 07457.

Tagline:

Healthcare Equity Action League
Small Employers for Serious Change
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