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LEN1GH VALLEY BUSIRESS ELUCATION PARTNERSHIP

The spirit of institutional cooperation and support, wvhich 1s at the

heart of the Lchigh Valley 2000 project, has led to the development of a

mentoring program for "at risk" minority students involving collaboration

' between private and public institutions in Bethlehem, PLnnsylvania.

Moravian College. which hag a 250-year history* of community

involvement and.a commitment to teaching and teacher education, joined

together with Northampton Community College and Liberty High School to -
organize a mentoring progrem to improve the retention rate of minority
students and to onen the possibility of college attendance to students
for whom it mny.not presently be an option.

A pilot-program. now in its third month, involves twelve Liberty
High School: students who meet each week with twelve students from
Moravian College'and Northampton Community College. [A tequest wan made

for the names of at least two students invelved in this progrém.‘ 1t was

- strongly felt, however, tnat because the program is only two months old,

media covetege involving pétticular individuals would not be wise.]

The eollege students tutor the high school stndents. ten of whom are
Hispanic-American‘and two African—American, and establish a close
pefsonel relationship. Field trips and visics to Moravian College and.
Northampton Community College are planned. The goal is to keep these
capable but at-rigk students in high school, to’ providc supportive
academic help, and finally, to encourage the students to go on to
post-secondary education.

*See page 2.
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#Please note that Drew Lewis, CEO of Unlon Pacific, and Walter Williams,
CEO of Bethlehem Steel, extended an invitation to President Bush to speak
at Moravian College's 250th Commencement in May. Although the President

was unable to accept that invitation, we are delighted that he will be

visiting the Lehigh Valley this week,
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" mapped out a strategy I c¢all America.2000% ‘a plan. to Tevolutiénize
American education. Then I heard the progress that had been made - -
before that evén began -- to break:the. -mold.and,< for the sake of our
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. year. of America 2000: : Dur next step fotward Gspandb-bn our success

. -proposalg- -on 'chat “today., L “avaLe

in building :a consensus for, change arouhd tbur: coie 1déhs. << ipur ¥
ways to build on what wg!ve begun, to tranffors:YNe Féderal'= .
govertiment into a catalyst for .real educdtion réform. Pirst, 1:

. we're serious’ about reathing ouf: gouly; Wwe: sust St ﬂoz’ld-glaac

standards in five  core:subjects: - and establish a series’of - %

.Noluntary mencen Achﬂ.wmh rms uo inemu-e ‘&dr* ehndren*s
proqreu. . .=_-,.:_. 3 cmpeay

A Jenog 2o s
- ._._-. LE .a"\-‘-:.,'s t-.‘n ~ AT ST W

dpoond we vo"mtb grant-gtates’ and 16“1 schpo!
distriets rehef trop,,!pdetu rules. and r¥gulations that 1init their
ability to iNpyove educational achievemefit and do nothing 'to help us

..meet our national eaueatiﬁn godls: . tApPlaune; )™ Ana“parqntheticauy,
-3'n _told by the.leadefs: I-metfwith: today that- the'Goveriipr .62 this.

state has granted: suchvrewhtory flemin‘ty aud réhdiatbry reiief
to: tliu conunitrefiort hdpye s bam el PGS S

i '.? ,...7L ST P '!If"’ "'."""'\: S Treen

“OUf . teacherse 'and-our principa‘!s deiérvé !texibiuty A

.ireedon to us’e thi;r frontsline-experience:én ‘whét Works best in-.

their sé¢hoold 'fo mset. shese;mwioml ‘goalg:: ‘Has anyone asked the.

__teachets ’nero today- Bow*ean e X - you R tea&‘a’ D . and then tie .
your hnnds? - : e

; ; --v. .'_ . v e
'-.\_'; 5 ra\ o “lﬁil"‘ B b4

rd W q'ye -qort "o, Asunch: &Wide-oien effo:t te create'
thousamds-- i .new. Anerican-schools i-~: stAPTIAY With it Yeast ore 1u
every congressional- distrTict all acrogs Che Uniteq States,” 'Rig’ht
here in Lehi¢h Valley, you!re-hrard-at:worR 'on your PIan to méke ‘this

commuriity -home ‘to tis. ovn-New mwican ss:ieo]:: —: heat‘d tln excitmq
o b .

! . ‘i ;.:'."-
e TATG, > T ImeVL I ooolih

C 'l'hese break-the--oldhs.chools‘w&n't conforn to any one
blueprint. .\Some may:mike a-guantum ‘leap: -fmard “into tomorrow's

. technologied. -Others might seek .t6.reach 'the “future by r“tori'nq

older txaditions, the Aiseipline .-~ dnd disciplides <L Bf -an'earlier
era. .. Eacli -one .of these géhools would b‘e‘a‘fivmg éxample of hovmee
can reinvent American ‘editation: Al We NEed now £rom Codgress ‘16
the seed m_oneg o 2elp: pecpla-tike: _ym’tmni_te meas ‘Into actfﬁn.
. 5. ,;:< R S T D LI B =
RN T -.?'.-"?,*. it xm&t“"
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rourth we pust create an meentivo to improve od\.:cation
" - 'py prowoting schoo) “chetee.” (Xpplauwe.) " Por Tar tod long, we' ve .

- shielded our Bchools ‘from ‘tompetition: =« allowed the SYStem A
damaging mOnOPOlYSpower: JVer® stullenits >'Well,: Just: ‘asmonvpolies are
bad for- the eddhomyf, they'§" bsd Yor:wifr Xias: “BVery ‘parent should
have the power to choose' muck Taowl s b(st “tor m; chﬂfd LTS
.public, prﬂrau br renqlouo -(an‘aun ) 2

A

) t.ook atreur ‘eoneqela, }.ook at nsrica‘. coneqn. 'xoox
at t.he studenfs. Our university ‘systdh 'is thie wnvy of the world.
Bach- year, make over §20 billion dollars in federal grants and
1lcans axueuy to Utuddiits -« one of wvery two'studsnts entolled in
colldge right now “='to uge ‘at thé university of their choice. :No
one akks whether they enfdI1 ‘it Penh’ State, or -Pennwyivania~ -
University, or villanova, or Lehigh, or Lafayette. It's time we make
the dape choice availabié ‘o "all ‘parents “from the wément their
children go to sclool. ~ Nhé€ther it*s the ‘public school ‘o your street
or the one acrosh £ -=< Wiiether "t ¢ privateé, aparochul, yeshiva or

" bible ‘BChOQ) ==’ 1et barento, ‘ot the qovcment me that" choice
(Appla\i‘né") ! - < e

i 4}

: SO0 pnd 1et'd Be ‘elear: *ITIE ‘We ‘deny parénts school choice -
it‘ we dex_x_y_ ‘that choite, 1ét's rec‘ovaizo wiis''s hart ‘worst Dy the -
- gtatus quoT 'It's not tlie Well-to<do. ' It's not the Tich guy. 1t's

. :;not the upper middle cvliss.: It's noy any .ona ‘6L us who sver went

" house-hunting with & ‘#ap. 6f the good school districts. Deny people
gchool choice, and the ones you hurt most are the middle class and
lower -- and eapeciauy the poor.

, N .,-..

Thats vmy éhotee- 13 eafehm on -in mo’-of ‘the.ir -

. hardut-hit meighborhoods in' this nation. Talx -to parents that &re
spearhedding ‘the séhool - choice “erusade ~«/People 1ike sow famous:
POlly Williams in Mil¥aukes. ~ They"11 ‘tel):you how thé lack-of- choico
‘1eft ‘then powerless to Foiée change =- &nd how' & ‘public school
bireaucracy tirned students into statistics an@ DATent® into: pu\ms
Look at Milwaukee today ~-- picneering school choice, ‘giving poor
parents control, and poor children-a sense of pride. Look at the
schools’ closer ‘to hioie -- Bast Harlem == where ‘teachers put their

-nameés on waitind 1i#ts to 'Jet a’'chance ‘to teach-in a choiteschool.

They can't:wait to stand”in ‘front of R ‘cldgsroon of chﬁ&ren who want
to be thero = who mnit to ‘leatn. LTIV -. B - “ae

‘ chbice m)w -= and: ho:o( s *why When our studoms are a
capf:ive audionce, our scﬁoolr havé ho hiéentive to inprove. Say what
you want about reforming our'schools, -if ‘you're for chinge, you'are -
for school choice. These four ideas are generating interest and
“enthugiasu: uoﬁq governors~’ind’ mayors =~~:Demoérats, Repubncans,
liberals; condervatives '<- among dbieinéss léx8érs == EQ Donldy richt
here ‘and thé Anentownd!.eh:lqh county Chiambér of Cofimerce; to the
Fortune S00:" Adong ‘téachers and ‘gtudéntd and parentsatd prineipals
== gvaryone at every ‘levél ‘who understands ‘the ﬂded £or.' chanqe

Bveryone, that is, excopt the leaders o£ the United
Statés cOncfou ‘At a foment” ‘whefi -Ehe céngensug £or change seems to
be’ reaehing ‘eritical masE, ‘ofi-Capftol Hill ‘you €an watch the last
stdnd of the stitus quo. “Poftes therd are wagliig & -laitsditch effort
. to put the brakes on changs -- to preserve the business-as-usual
-approach that- ‘brouhht e the preuni: ‘druis Ain edueation. o

The nind-set up on Capitol mu fepinde e ot 8 1etter I
got the other day from an elesentary school student -~ a little girl
named Haruka Abe: "I lixe,® #li¢ gsays, "when my teacher reads my
class some booke =-- because everybody gets sleepy." (Laughter.)
Well, it reminds me of Capitol Hill and the way they‘re approaching
chanqo (Laughter and applause.) Take & look at the bill that's now
‘winding its way through the Congrecs -- the tired old ideas, tried

and failed, that it wants to gsubstitute for the four path-breaxinq
ideas I mentioned a noaont ago.
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American Schools that this nation nee

-the best education pouible. (Applause hid e mnt ;.:-

o -couatxy that’s chanqed t:hc world. e e

- YOU Yery. n.uch (Applause ¥ o : B A

(AR A
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m pm ot »noriea 2000, we asked conqren for authority :
to help dwelop world-class standards and-America Achiev t Tests;:. -
todls that would help-us measure our students’ Progress; he e

fanilies uriderstand where their Xids mighs-stand. -and -ausess the . -

+ returd ‘We're -getting £0r OUr .edwodtion dollars.. - And the BLatNS, qup
‘crowd up there on:Capite)l Hill-saidsslow down.to.-testing.and .

standards.: I askdd Congress for :funds:-for~ this.New Anerican. Sc.boqls
congress said.no r~r.no to.even funding one-percont, -335 .of so,‘ooo.wew

S . -..__.4_.

leg- ., . T
n--. FE IR A S tin oone . wm t

'rhey wanf. to tunnel nore £eﬁercl dgnamr;u;to \thqn

-existing méndated ‘buginess<ds~usual ; -state .«bweauctacy - =th ve:y
sane bureaucracy thae . put s -where. we- aro*:odav.. s 5 :

:'7=: LR L A A R R

Imd we' asked*she congress: for- £lex,1bn$§y !or;tqachcrs,

flexibnity for principalé.:- And-Congrees said- ao,,iet.'l stick.to .the

status -qio. . And finally, we asked: the Congress to .fund pilot.

" progrifis -to promote -8chool” dhoice, progreams to haelp. pooa;tnincs in

eix American cities. And c°nqtessr said no- to- schood- cho;u:n. _-.,

o Y ,"-5('. unts _'lir..- -1
.. 30 today, 1et Re jusf serve notice.on the . lobby, on the
education lobby and their frieands back on capieol. Hill: One year

- ago, I asked:'yol:to join:with Bt in-a revoiution ---a.revolution to .
be a part of America 2000. The time has come.to get:on board:or get
~out of the: way and stay behin&. ~ﬂo mcro busima—as-usual

(Applause ) . [T * \\-- -.-':-. 3 o _1.:.11
A%y T " ‘!-‘-‘ ’r! A o "1'.-.;

x Conqress can: drag we teet-r but it, tannot stop chanqo.
Lehigh vaney is living proof of the. words -of’ the .great-Abraham..- -
tincoln: “"Revolutions do not go backward.” There's & tiwe early in
every révolution- when the status quo--looks steady and strong -- and
the forces that challenge it weak- and without effect.; Apd. there's

the nomient when the forcesof . .change: carry the:day,.=--the. Dbankruptcy

- 6f the status- qua nta‘nds rovealqd und the whole, : holm house of.
cards collapses. R L P TUE I LI

:-3,.- Fompner - -

S HE f'.-i’-’Z' 2R HLTTEE T S oo

: 'rhe revoluticrr in nerican education is. alr.eady o
underway tn Lehigh Valley .and. in-communities all across, America,
the 0ld waye: aro baing pushed. aside,; they're -dbeing abandoned;.new.

‘ideas advanced. - This ‘revolution .will. triumph.for -the c.uphﬂt Aand

the' strongest of reasons: Dbecauge American: parents want: the best for
their children. ‘(Applause.):. And also because- there dan't:a single
child anywheré in the. United States of Ame:tca who doeen't deserve
Cy LRV O S . (‘rﬁp Tatss,

Pron our: lchoole to our conrts,. ~£rora ou: hospitus to
the hanc of government ,» from the. neighborhoods sutside our.door to
the realities of the new world economy, the-peed for reforn.wen't

‘wait. .The only acceptable:response is. the American: responsa. . We .

nust rekindlo :areyolution ~=- a-revolution -to bring change to t:he

™YL Lo

Tbe Anetican people have made their choice.h ‘the

' ' American people want change. -And you here ia. Lehigh Valley can

proudly say,uuo are out frcnt *for fundanental, construetzve ehanae

'z‘hank you an ‘for -this mmderful eay ef learn.mq, this

warm Welcome And may God hless the United States of. Ane:ica. 'I’hank

Y end
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT
FOR
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

- APRIL 16, 1992

EVENTS:

Meeting with Lehigh Valley 2000 Leadership
Address to School Community

Men - Business Suit
~ Women - Day Dress
CONTACTS :

Office of Presidentiai Advance
Ed Murnane

202/456-7565

Trip Coordinator

Patricia L. Conrad 202/456-7565

Allentown, PA Signal 215/433-8000

- * 96 33 000
ADVANCE:
'Doug MacKenzie - LEAD ‘ Bruce Wilson - SITE
Kim Fuller - PRESS: Jack McDougle - SITE
Mike Rose - USSS Mark Coin - SITE
Russ Cancilla - MIL. AIDE
Rich Williams - WHCA
WEATHER:

Partly Cloudy/Low 50's




SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT
FOR
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

-APRIL 16 1992

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS:

7:35 am 'Baggage Call. Please place all
) unlocked baggage outside Room
89 1/2, OEOB, ‘at this time.

9:30 am Vans depart West Basement en.
' route Andrews Air Force Base.

9:30 am Guests and Staff with own
' transportation and Baggage should|
arrive Distinguished Visitor's
Lounge, Andrews Air Force Base,
at this time for check-in;

9:50 am . Guests and Staff W1th own -

: ‘transportation but w1thout
Baggage should arrive
Distinguished Visitor's Lounge,
Andrews Air Force Base, at this
time for check-in.

10:15 am THE PRESIDENT boards Marine One and departs White
House en route Andrews Force. Base.

MARINE ONE

THE PRESIDENT
H. Moore

Adm. Howe

M.. Fitzwater -
D. Valdez




10:25 am

10:35 am
(E.D.T.)

11:20 am

(E.D.T

wh b

e

.)

B. Farish
Doctor
Mil. Aide
2 USSS

(Flying Time: 10 Minutes)

THE PRESIDENT arrives Andrews Air Force Base and
proceeds to board Air Force One.

THE PRESIDENT departs Andrews Air Force Base en
route Allentown, Pennsylvania.

(Flying Time: 45 Minutes)
(Time Change: None)
(Interchange: No)

(Food Service: Snacks)

THE PRESIDENT arrives Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton

Airport, Allentown, Pennsylvania and proceeds to
Motorcade.

Met by:

L ﬂfﬁ
There

The Honorable Joseph Daddona (ro“DCﬁi'ka
Mayor of Allentown

The Honorable Kenneth Smith
Mayor of Bethlehem

Mr. John T. Kauffman

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Pennsylvania

Power and Light and Co-Chair of Lehigh Valley
2000 State Action Committee

The Honorable Charles Dent
State Representative

The Honorable Joseph Uliana
State Representative

LcMNuMﬁ%f}hﬁ

r Page Two



11:30 am

. -S5C
The Honorable David Bausch KBOW S 1’\3
County Executive, Lehigh County :

The Honorable Jeffrey Skinner
Chairman, Lehigh County Commission

‘Mr. Elmer Gates

President, Fuller Company and Bush/Quayle '92
Supporter

Mrs. Sally Meminger
Chairman, GOP Northeast Central Caucuses

Mr..Charles Snelling
Bush/Quayle 'S2 Supporter

‘Mr Dexter Baker

Bush/Quayle '92 Supporter
Dally Point of Light Greeters:

Mr. Jeffrey Brightbill

' Executive Director, Association for the Blind

and Visually Impaired and 273rd Daily Point of
Light

Ms. Clair Searfass

Volunteer, Association for the Blind and Visually
Impaired and 273rd Daily Point of Light

Ms. Margaret Conway
Volunteer, 399th Daily Point of Light

Ms. Phyllis Rada

Daughter of Mrs. Conway, 399th Daily Point of
Light :

THE PRESIDENT boards Motorcade and departs Airport
en route Dieruff High School.

MOTORCADE ASSIGNMENTS :

Lead D. MacKenzie
Spare Doctor
B. Farish

Page Three




LIMO

Follow Up

Control

Support‘

WHCA

Camera I

Guest I
Camera Ii
Wire I
 Wire II
Staff Van
Guest Van
Pregss Van I

Press Van II

Press Van III

THE PRESIDENT

H. Moore
Adm. Howe
Mil. Aide

M. Fitzwater
E. Murnane : o
Official Photographer

Medic

J. Herrick

Sec. Alexander

All Remaining Staff

"All Remaining Guests

M. Busch

(Drive Time:

10 Minutes)

GUEST AND STAFF INSTRUCTIONS:

Upon arrival at Dieruff High School,
Guests and Staff will be escorted to
Staff Viewing Area or Holding Rooms.

Page Four,




Please board Motorcade no later than
12:50 pm for transport to Airport.

Guests and Staff not travelling
to Kennebunkport will be escorted .
to vehicles for transport to
Airport Main Terminal.

11:40 am . THE PRESIDENT arrives Dieruff ngh School and

proceeds to Library.

Met by:

Mr. Ray Erb, Jr.

Assistant Superlntendant Pupll Personnel

Services

Mr. Michael Meilinger

Principal, Dieruff High School

Ms. Sandra Holod

Assistant Principal, Dieruff High School

Mr. Richard Parks

Asgistant Principal, Dieruff High School

' Mr. Steven Budihas

Head Custodian, Dieruff High School

Ms. Hilda Rivas _

Senior Class President, Dieruff High School
EVENT: MEETING WITH LEHIGH VALLEY 2000 LEADERSHIP

EXPANDED POOL COVERAGE (PHOTO AT BEGINNING)
11:45 am

THE PRESIDENT arrives Library, proceeds to Seat
and begins participation in Meeting.
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12:15 -pm

12:20 pm

12:22 pm

12:24 pm

EVENT':

THE PRESIDENT concludes participation in Meeting,
departs Library and proceeds to Holding Room.

THE PRESIDENT arrives Holding Room and holds
briefly. ‘

THE PRESIDENT departs Holding Room and proceeds
to Gymnasium Off-Stage Announcement Area.

THE PRESIDENT arrives Gymnasium Off-Stage-
Announcement Area.and holds briefly.

ADDRESS TO SCHOOIL COMMUNITY

12:25 pm

OPEN PRESS

RUFFLES AND FLOURISHES

OFF-STAGE ANNOUNCEMENT

HAIL TO THE CHIEF
REMARKS

TELEPROMPTER

THE PRESIDENT is announced onto Stage and proceeds.
to Seat. :

12:26 pm Pledge of Allegiance by Miss Ann Snydér,
' Valedictorian and Member, ROTC.

12:27 pm Mr. Ed Donley, Chairman, Lehigh Valley i
2000, introduces The Honorable Lamar -
Alexander, Secretary of Education

12:28 pm Secretary Alexander gives brief remarks.

Page Six




»12 30 pm Fourth Graders recite America 2000

: Goals.,
12333'pm ‘ ' THE PRESIDENT is introduced for Remarks by Ms..
o Hilda Rlvas, Senior Class President, Dieruff High
School. _ :
12:35 pm THE PRESIDENT Remarks.
12:55 pm . THE PRESIDENT concludes Remarks, departs Stage

and proceeds to Holdlng Room.

1:00 pm  THE PRESIDENT arrives Holdlng Room and holds
: briefly. ’
1:05 pm .  THE PRESIDENT departs Holdlng Room and proceeds

to Motorcade.

1:10 pm - THE PRESIDENT boards Motorcade and départs
Dieruff High School en route Allentown- Bethlehém-
Easton Airport.

MOTORCADE ASSTGNMENTS:

Same as on Arrival.

(Drive Time: 10 Minutes)

1:20 pm  THE PRESIDENT arrives Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton
o -Airport and proceeds to .board Air Force One.

Page~Seveh




THE PRESIDENT departs Allentown, Pennsylvania

1:25 pm
(E.D.T.) en route Pease Air National Guard Base.
(Flying Time: 55 Minutes)
(Time Change: None)
(Interchange: No)
(Food Service: Lunch)
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met

. THE WHITE HOUSE.
WASHINGTON

‘VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT
' ' TO
" ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

APRIL 16, 1992

'jgyguxg o Meetiﬁ§ ﬁiEhpLehi§h Valley 2900 Leéde#ship
N DATE: - Thursday, April 16, 1992 . |
m '-11':55 am - 12:15 pm
LOCATION: Library; Dieruff High School
A’I‘TENDE'E-S; 17 | ‘
PRESS: - . Expanded\Pool Covefage (Photo at-Beginning)-
SCENARIO: - .THE PRESIDENT arrives Dieruff High School and is

by: Mr. Ray Erb, Jr.,_A581stant

Superlntendant Pupil Personnel Services; Mr. Michael Melllnger,.

Principal, Dieruff
Principal, Dieruff

- Principal, Dieruff

Custodian, Dieruff
President, Dieruff
. PRESTIDENT proceeds

High School; Ms. Sandra Holod, Assistant

High School; Mr. Richard Parks, Assistant’
High School; Mr. Steven Budihas, Head

High School; and Ms. Hilda Rivas, Senior Class
High School. Following the greetings, THE

to the. Library, takes his seat and begins

part1c1patlon in Meeting. THE PRESIDENT concludes part1c1pat10nh
in Meeting, departs lerary and proceeds to Holdlng Room.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT
- TO
"ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

APRIL 16, 1992

EVENT: Address.School Community

QAIEi - -Thursday, April‘16, 1992 :.
TIME:  12:25 pm - 12:55 pm- |
. 'LOCATION: GymnaSium, Dieruff High School
ATTENDEES: 2,000 | |
PRESS: ~ .. Open |
SCENARIO: =~ THE PRESIDENT arrives Gymnasium, Off-Stage

Announcement Area. and holds briefly.. THE
PRESIDENT is announced onto Stage to Full Honors by the Dieruff
ngh School Band, and proceeds to Seat. The Pledge of Allegiance
is led by Miss Ann Snyder, Valedictorian and Member of ROTC,
followed by Mr. Ed Donley, Chairman, Lehigh Valley 2000, who
introduces The Honorable Lamar Alexander, United States
Secretary of Education. Secretary Alexander gives brief remarks
THE PRESIDENT is introduced for Remarks by Ms. Hilda Rivas,
. Senior Class President. (NOTE: A group of Fourth Graders will
read the six goals of America 2000.) THE PRESIDENT Remarks.
'(NOTE: A Teleprompter will be used.) Upon conclusion of
Remarks, THE PRESIDENT departs Stage and proceeds to Holding
Room. After a brief hold, THE PRESIDENT proceeds to the -

Motorcade and departs Dieruff ngh School en route Allentown-
Bethlehem-Easton Alrport.-

.The backdrop for Remarks are some of the Dieruff High School :
students on bleachers and a banner reading "Lehigh Valley 2000
Welcomes Education President Bush." The Press Platform is
stralght on at a 50 ft. throw.




McGroarty/Bunton
April 15, 1992
7:30 pm
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LEHIGH VALLEY 2000
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA
APRIL 16, 1992
1:00 P.M.

Thank you Hilda -- or I should say, my fellow President. //
Let me recognize our able Secretary of Education, Lamar
Alexander. Hometown Congressman Don Rifter. Mayor Joe Daddona
[DA~-DOE-NA] of Allentown. Mayor Ken Smith of Bethlehen.

Ed Donley =-- driving force behind Lehigh Valley 2000 and Co-
chair of Pennsylvania 2000, which kicked off back in October.
Ann Snyder -- valedictorian of the class of '92, Our guests who
did such a great job with the goals. Principal Mike Meilinger
[MILE-INJER] for calling this special assembly today.

My thanks to the parents, the teachers and the staff.

Thanks also to all the folks here from Allentown and Easton and
Bethlehem -- the leading lights of Lehigh Valley. Last but not
least, let me say hello to the students of Dieruff High. //

It's astonishing to be here with the Class of '92 as a
graduate of the Class of '42. // I realize the world I thought
of as new -- for you is, well, history. //

Look at the world you'll soon call your own -- at the pace
of change we've come to expect: each day, we see history played
out in the headlines. 01ld empires expire -- new worlds are born.

In the past six months alone, we've seen the birth of 18 new

nations. [[Who knows how many there'll be by the time you take

that big geography final.]]
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But the challenges we face -- the sheer complexity of our
world -- can't obscure the basic values that guide this Nation.
Times change, but truths endure. I'm talking about the big
issues that shape our world -- about the values close to home.
Everything I've done -- I've done to preserve and advance three
precious legacies: strong families. Good jobs. A world at
beace. |

Securing those legacies has been my mission as President --
and it will be my mission today and every day, now and for the
next four years. [/

Right now, here in Allentown and across America, the number
one concern is the economy -- and turning this economy around,
creating jobs, is the mission that matters most. Listen to what
people say about the economy. Get beneath the cold statistics -
- down to the real heart of this issue. People want to know
whether they can keep the job they've got -- and whether they're
on track for a better one. For their kids =-- for each one of the
students here today -- parents have got grander visions: not
just a job -- a career. Work that means more than simply making
ends meet: Work that gives real meaning to your life. //

People have a right to ask: what is government's role in
all of this? |/ No, we can't legislate the American Dream. But
government can serve as a catalyst for change ~- cleéring away
the obstacles to economic growth and the unnecessary costs of
doing business. Expanding the opportunities for aggressive

businesses and enterprising individuals to create new jobs.
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Training and educating our children -- giving you the tools of
thought you'll need to compete in the new world economy. //

The fate of America's economic future rests on five key
reforms: On free and fair trade =-- our ability to bfeak down
barriers, open new markets to American goods. Our future rests
on legal reform -- on ending the explosioh of litigation that
strains our patience and éaps our economy. On health care reform
-- opening up access to all Americans, contrqlling the run-awvay
cost of health care without sécrificing choice and quality. On
government reform -- because only if we reverse a generation of
. creeping bureaucracy, only if we restore limits to government,
can we restore public trust.

Finally, the reason I've come to Lehigh Valley today: our
future depends on education reform -- on our ability to
revolutionize -- literally re-invent our schools. To take that

revolution beyond the_four walls of the classroom -- transform

our attitudes and ideas, the way we think about education. //

Education represents a perfect community of interest:
between the individual and society -- between one generation and
the next. Between the proud history we must pass on -- and the
path-breaking future Qe must create. // And in terms of
America's economic future -- education is nothing less than a
matter of economic survival. It's just this simple: better

schools mean better jobs. //

You've seen the news stories. You've heard the statistics.

Anyone who worries about slack productivity or a bad balance of
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trade ought to be alarmed about our children's test scoreé.
Millions of students work hard, millions of dedicated teachers do
their best -- and still, in one test after another, America's
children score at or near the bottom ranks of international
achievement. //

We don't need another test to tell us something is wrong |
with the state of American education. For the sake of every
student here today, we'Qe got to shake off any sense of
complacency -- and shake ﬁp the status quo.

Here in Lehigh Valley, that's a lesson you learned years
ago. You didn't wait for word from Washington. You didn't stand
back and watch another generation of kids get less education than
they deserved. This community took a direct interest in what was
going on in the classroom. This community took action. //

I took office determined to put the power of the Presidency
behind change. More than two years ago, we took a strong first
step. Working together with the nation's Governors, we set six
ambitious goals for the year 2000: Every American child must
start school ready to learn. We must raise the high-school
graduation rate to 90%. We must put in place a system of World
Class Standards -- and ;ggﬁg to measure students' progress. We
must be first in the world in math and science. By the year
2000, every American adult must be literate -- and every American
school must be free of drugs, free from the violence that today

too often follows our kids into the classroom. Let me sum up the
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six goals this way: Together, by the year 2000, we must create

the best schools in the world for our children. //

Let me share a story Lamar told me about a little girl, a
4th Grader named Ariane Williams. At the kick;off for New
Orleans 2000, she stood up -- and here's what she said: "These
goals are not just the President's goals. They're not just the
Governors' goals. They are the :nation's goals." / That little
girl got the message -- and so do you.

Goals define the mission. They tell us where we want to go

- not how to get there. That's why, nearly one year ago to the
day, I mapped out a str&tegx I call America 2000: a planvto
revolutionize American education. To break the mold -- and for
the sake of our children, put an end to business-as-usual.

Two days from now, we'll mark the first anniversary of
America 2000. Let me share with you today a kind of "report
card" oﬁ what we've accomplished. / 1In one year's time, we've
seen America 2000 catch fire all across this country. Already,
43 states and more than 1000 communities -- from Grand Junction,
Colorado to Lewiston, Maine -- have joined the America 2000
crusade. Everywhere, people like you are working to break down
the barriers between the classroom and the community -- to spark
a grass-roots revolution to re-invent the American school.

But, you know that story -- because Lehigh Valley has led

the way. //
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I want to share with you an old African proverb that's the
motto of Minnesota 2000: "It takes an entire village to educate
one child.” |

And that is what it takes -- because education doesn't just
happen in the classroom. It doesn't start at 8:20 each morning
and end at 5 of 3:00. All of us lead busy lives —- but we must
never be too busy to read to our kids. To teadh them right'from
wrong. To take an interest in the things they worry about and
wonder at -- to listen, really listen, to what they say. We owe
it to our children, and to ourselves, to see that we live in
communities that care about education -- communities where
learning can happen.

You've got every fight to ask: What can Washington do to
help? Here's one way we can. Today, I want to announce a
legislative initiative I call the Lifetime Education and Training
Account -- a package of grants and line of credit worth §25,000'

dollars to every eligible American, to further their education or

acquire new job skills to make the most of their abi;itieé. //
I've said before if we want to compete in the 21st Century, we've
got to become a nation of studenté.

To do that, we've got to take a new approach to the old
notions of "student aid." Think of the working Mom, balancing
~ her responsibility for her family and her job against her own
hobes for the future. She'd take one co;lege course at a time -
- but she doesn't qualify right now for the grant or loan that

would help pay tuition. Our Lifetime Education and Training
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Account would help her get back into the classroom. / Here's
the message for the students here today -- and for their parents,
too: Education doesn't end with graduation. Learning has got to
be a life-long pursuit. //

I came to Lehigh -- to one of the first communities to join

the America 2000 crusade -- to set the agenda for the second year
of America 2000. Our next step forward depends on our success in
building a consensus for change around four core ideas -- four
ways to build on what we've begun: to transform the federal
government into a catalyst for real education reform.
First, if we're serious about reaching our goals, we must set
World Class Standards in five core subjects -- and establish a
series of voluntary American Achievement Tests to measure our
children's progress.

Second, we've got to grant states and local school districts
relief from Federal rules and regulations that limit their .
ability to improve educational achievement and do nothing to help
'ﬁs meet our national goals. Our teachers and principals deserve
flexibility ~- freedom to use their front-iine experience on what
works best in their schools to meet federal goals.

Has anyone asked the teachers here today: How can we ask
you to teach -- and then tie your hands?

Third, we've got to launch a wide-open effort to create

thousands of New American Schools -- starting with at least one

in every Congressional District across the country. Right here
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in Lehigh Valley, you're hard at work on your plan to make this
community home to its own New American School.

These break-the-mold schools won't conform to any one
blueprint. Some may make a quantum leap forward into tomorrow's
technologies. Others may seek to reach the future by restoring
older traditions, the discipline -- and disciplines -- of an
earlier era. / Each one of these schools would be a living
example of how we can re-invent American education. All we need
now from Congress is the seed money to help people like you

translate ideas into action.

Fourth, we must create an incentive to improve education by
promoting school choice. For far too long, we've shielded our
schools from'coﬁpetition -- allowed the system a damaging
monopoly-power over students. Well, just as monopolies are bad
for the economy -- they're bad for our kids. Every parent should
have the power to choose which school is best for his child --
public, private or religious. //

Look at America's college students. Our university system
is the envy of the world. Each year, we make over $20 billion
dollars in federal grants and loans directly to students -- one
of every two students enrolled in college right now -- to use at
the university of their choice. No one asks whether they enroll
at Penn or Penn State -- at Villanova or Lehigh or Lafayette.
It's time we make the same choice available to all parents from
the moment their children go to school. Whether it's the public

school on your street or the one across town -- whether it's
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private or parochial, yeshiva or bible school: ' let parents --
not the government -- decide. [/

And let's be clear: if we deny parents school choice --
let's recognize who's hurt worst by the status quo. It's not the
well-to-do. 1It's not the upper middlé class. It's not any one
of us who ever went house-hunting with a map of the good school
districts. Deny people school choice, and the ones you hurt most
are the Middle Class and lower -- and especially the poor.

That's why choice is catching on in some of the hardest-hit
neighborhoods in this nation. Talk to‘parents spearheading the
school choice crusade -- people like Polly Williams in Milwaukee.
They'll tell you how the lack of choice left them powerless to
force change -- how a public school bureaucracy turned students
into statistics and parents into pawns. Look at Milwaukee today
-- pioneering school choice, giving poor parents control, and
poor children pride. Look at the schools in East Harlem -- where
teachers put their names on waiting lists to get a chance to
teach in a choice school. They can't wait to stand in front of a
classroom of children who want to be there -- who want to learn.

Choice works -- and here's why. When our students are a
captive audience, our schools have no incentive to improve. Say
what you want about reforming our schools: If you're for change
-- you're for school choice. [/ |

These four ideas are generating interest and enthusiasm
among Governors and mayors -- Democrats and Republicans -- among

business leaders from Ed Donley and the Allentown-Lehigh County
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Chamber of cbmmerce, to the Fortune 500. Among teachers and
students and parents and principals -- everyone at every level
who understands the need for change.

Everyone, that is, except the leaders of the U.S. Congress.

At a moment when the consensus for change seems to be
reaching critical mass, on Capitol Hill you can watch the last
stand of the status quo. Forces there are waging a last-ditch
effort to put the brakes on change -- to preserve the business-
as-usual appréach that brought us the present crisis in
education.

The mind-set up on Capitol Hill reminds me of a letter I got
the other day from an elementary school student -- a litfle girl
named Haruka Abe: "I like," she says, "when my teacher reads my
class some books -~ because everybod ets sleepy."

Take a look at the bill now winding its way through the
Congress -- at the tired old ideas it wants to substitute for the
four path-breaking ideas I mentioned a moment ago.

As part of America 2000, I asked Congress for funds for New
American Schools. Congress said no -- no to funding even 1
percent -- 535 -- of 50,000 New American Schools this nation
needs. They want to funnel more federal dollars into existing
business-as-usual state bureaucracies -- the very same
bureaucracies that put us where we are today.

We asked Congress for authority to help develop World Class
Standards and American Achievement Tests -- tools that would help

us measure our students' progress -- and assess the return we're
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getting for our education dollars. Congress said no to testing
and standards. |

We asked the Congress for flexibility for teachers and
principals. Congress said no -- let's stick to the status quo.

Finally, we asked the Congress toAfund pilot programs to
promote school choice -- programs to help poor families in six
American cities. Congress said no to school choice. //

So today, let me serve notice to education lobby and their
friends back on Capitol Hill: One year ago, I asked you to join
with me in a revolution -- to be a part of America 2000. The
time has come to get "on board" -- or stay behind. No more
business-as-usual. [/

Congress can drag its feet -- but it can't stop change.
Lehigh Valley is living proof of the words of the great Abraham
Lincoln: "Revolutions do not go backward." There is a time
early in every revolution when the status quo looks steédy and
strong -- and the forces that challenge it weak and without
effect. And there is the moment when the forces 6f change carry
the day -- the bankruptcy of the status quo stands revealed, and
the whole, hollow house of cards collapses. |

The revolution in American education is already underway.
In Lehigh Valley and in communities all across America, the old
ways are being abandoned, new ideas advanced. This revolution

will triumph for the simplest and the strongest of reasons:

because American parents want the best for their children.
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Because there isn't a single child anywhere in America who
doesn't deserve the best education possible. //

From éur schools to our courts, from our hospitals to the
halls of government, from the neighborhoods outside our door to
the realities of a new world economy -- the need for reform won't
wait. The only acceptable response is the American response. We
must rekindle a revolution -- a revolution to bring change to the
country that's changéd the world. //

The American people have made their choice. The American
people want change. //

Thank you all fér this warm welcome -- and may God bless the

United States of America.
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PRESIDENTI REMARKS: LEHIGH VALLEY 2000 ;nAWVUQ
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA
APRIL 16, 1992
1:00 P.M.

My thanks to the parents, the teachers and the staff.

Thanks also to all the folks here from Allentown and Easton and

S

Bethlehem -- the leading lights of Lehigh Valley. Last but not

=~
=1

least, let me say hello to the students of Dieruff High. //

's astoni hingépﬁbg}gre with the Class of '92 as a
J/ é of he Cr‘

ass of '42. I realize the world I thought /

/
/

of as new -- for you is, well, history. //

Look at the world you'll soon call your own -- at the pace !
of change we've come to expect: each day, we see history played
out in the headlines. 0l1d empires expire -- new worlds are born.

JUHU ‘V In the past six months alone, we've seen the birth of 18 new

*\l nations. [[Who knows how many there'll be by the time you take
that big geography final.]]

‘ But the challenges we face -- the sheer complexity of our
world -- can't obscure the basic values that guide this Nation.

Times change, but truths endure. I'm talking about the big

issues that shape our world -- about the values close to home.
Everything I've done -- I've done to preserve and advance three

precious legacies: strong families. Good jobs. A world at

peace.
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Securing those legacies has been my mission as President --
and it will be my mission today and every day, now and for the
next four years. //

Right now, here in Allentown and across America, the number
one concern is the economy -- and turning this economy around,
creating jobs, is the mission that matters most. Listen to what
people say about the economy. Get beneath the cold statistics -
- down to the real heart of this issue. People want to know

whether they can keep the job they've got -- and whether they're

on track for a better one. For their kids -- for each one of the
students here today -- parents have got grander visions: not
just a job -- a career. Work that means more than simply making

ends meet: Work that gives real meaning to your life. //

People have a right to ask: what is government's role in
all of this? / No, we can't legislate the American Dream. But
government can serve as a catalyst for change -- clearing away
the obstacles to economic growth and the unnecessary costs of
doing business. Expanding the opportunities for aggressive
businesses and enterprising individuals to create new jobs.
Training and educating our children -- giving you the tools of
thought you'll need to compete in the new world economy. [/

The fate of America's economic future rests on five key Q\v

reforms: On free and fair trade -- our ability to break down

barriers, open new markets to American goods. Our future rests
on legal reform -- on ending the explosion of litigation that

strains our patience and saps our economy. On health care reform
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-- opening up access to all Americans, controlling the run-away
cost of health care without sacrificing choice and quality. On
government reform -- because only if we reverse a generation of
creeping bureaucracy, only if we restore limits to government,
can we restore public trust.

Finally, the reason I've come to Lehigh Valley today: our
future depends on education reform -- our ability to
revolutionize -- literally re-invent our schools. //) \\V

Education represents a perfect community of interest:
between the individual and society -- between one generation and
the next. Between the proud history we must pass on -- and the
path-breaking future we must create. // And in terms of
America's economic future -- education is nothing less than a e ™
matter of economic survival. //

You've ;;en the news stories. You've heard the statistics.™
Anyone who worries about slack productivity or a bad balance of
trade ought to be alarmed about our children's test scores. w
Millions of students work hardEillions of dedicated teache%d%‘?/‘n
their best -- and still, in one test after another, America'sz, 7€J
children score at or near the bottom ranks of international 7,.9£ /‘ 47.

achievement. // 2' "‘/erﬁ

We don't need another test to tell us something is wron ,%O
P
5

with our schools. For the sake of every student here today, C“ /
L4

we've got to shake off any sense of complacency -- and shake up 1&9

the status quo.
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Here in Lehigh Valley, that's a lesson you learned years
ago. You didn't wait for word from Washington. You didn't stand
back and watch another generation of kids get less education than
they deserved. This community took a direct interest in what was

going on in the classroom. This community took action. //

I took office determlned to pu he, power of the Presidency
- eSvill VYa.
behind change.l:ﬁore than two years ago, we took a strong first
step. Working together with the nation's Governors, we set six
ambitious goals for the year 2000: We agreed we must raise the

high-school graduation rate to 90%. We must be first in the

world in math and science. We must put in place a system of
World Class Standards -- and tests to measure students' progress.

By the year 2000, every American adult must be literate. Every

d. It rvtery

American child must start school ready to learn -- and every

American school must be free of drugs, free from the violence

oL
- i

that today too often follows our kids into the classroom. Let

me sum up the six goals this way: Together, by the year 2000, we \\V

Vad'/
Y-/

must create the best schools in the world for our children. //

Let me share a story Lamar told me about a little girl, a
4th Grader named Ariane Williams. At the kick-off for New
Orleans 2000, she stood up -- and here's what she said: "Thesef\\/
goals are not just my goals. They're not just the Governors'

goals. They are the nation's goals."™ / That little girl got

the message -- and so do you.

Goals define the mission. They tell us where we want to go

-= not how to get there.l That's why, nearly one year ago to the
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day, I mapped out a strate I call America 20002] a plan to
revolutionize American education. To put an end to business as
usual: to break the mold -- build a new generation of American
schools. Yel 4 b X2 ‘L L a“h
;l‘vr" \b s sp@c
l:—Two days fromf now, we'll mark the first anniversary of

America zood?) Let me share with you today a kind of "report
card" on what we've accomplished. / 1In one year's time, we've
seen America 2000 catch fire all across this country. Already, J;y
43 states and more than 1000 communities -- fron@rand Junction,b" 'y
Coloradc?}o Lewiston, Maine -- have joined the America 2000 o;,i
crusade. Everywhere, people like you are working to break down "
the barriers between the classroom and the community -- to spark
a grass-roots revolution to re-invent the American school.

But, you know that story -- because Lehigh Valley has led
the way. //

I want to share with you an old African proverb that's the
motto of Minnesota 2000: "It takes an entire village to educate
one child."j Tk\| vlf’“\’ ‘40!-0470

And that is what it takes -- because education doesn't jus:t‘o ‘b
happen in the classroom. It doesn't start atE a.m. and end at z:g;
;:) All of us lead busy lives -- but we must never be too busy to
read to our kids. To teach them right from wrong. To take an
interest in the things they worry about and wonder at -- to
listen, really listen, to what they say. We owe it to our

children, and to ourselves, to see that we live in communities
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that care about education -- communities where learning can

J v W .
hapge/;p« \ ;f"-w," o

Vs You've got every right to ask: What can Washington do to

l(i help? Here's one way we can. Today, I want to announce a new

w (fiﬂi&iéLLXQ:) a Lifetime Education and Training Account -- a line
1 /-/[,»'" & (A/:. -,":r."»:'f 2 -
(’.ﬂf( 4 edit, ‘a package rants and loans worth $25,000 dollars to
LK
WV

W ' “MéGérQZAmerican, to use to further their education or aquire new
=&k ' job skills to make the most of their abilities. // 1I've said
before if we want to compete in the 21st Century, we've got to
become a nation of students.v
To do that, we've got to take a new approach to the old
notions of "student aid." Think of the working Mom, balancing
her responsibility for her family and her job against her own
hopes for the future. She'd take one college course at a time -
- but she doesn't qualify right now for the grant or loan that
would help pay tuition. Our Lifetime Education and Training
Account would'help her get back into the classroom. / Here's
the message for the students here tbday -- and for their parents,
too: Education doesn't end with graduation. Learning has got to
be a life-long pursuit. //
| | I came to Lehigh 7£:£° one of the first communities to‘join
%_ the America 2000 crusad!]—— to set ae agenda for the second year

| p “'7 America 2000. Our next step forward depends on our success in
L=

’(, 5sbuilding a _consensus for change around four core ideas -- four

-
‘Q‘ ’[ways to build on what we've begun: to transform the federal
S

£ tor
4/’09 .

’e government into a catalyst for real education reform.
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First, if we're serious about reaching our goals, we must set

World Class Standards in five core subjects -- and establish a
series of voluntary American Achievement Tests to measure our

children's progress.

Second, we've got to grant states and local school districts
relief from Federal rules and regulations that limit their
ability to improve educational achievement and do nothing to help
us meet our national goals. Our teachers and principals deserve
flexibility -- freedom to use their front-line experience on what
works best in their schools to meet federal goals.

Right now, federal rules force schools to stick with
outdated tests -- rather than go with new ones and risk the loss
of millions of dollars in federal funds. In other cases, federal
restrictions result in sprinkling remedial instruction in equal
but ineffective amounts across large numbers of children --
instead of focusing enough time and energy to make a real
difference for kids who need it most.

Has anyone asked the teachers here today: does that make
sense? How can we ask you to teach -- and then tie your hands?

Third, we've got to launch a wide-open effort to create New
American Schools -- at least one in every Congressional District

across the country. Lehigh Valley is hard at work on its plan
to make this community home to its own New American School.

These break-the-mold schools won't conform to any one
blueprint. Some may make a quantum leap forward into tomorrow's

technologies. Others may seek to reach the future by restoring
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older traditions, the discipline -- and disciplines =-- of an
earlier era. Each one of these schools would be a laboratory of
learning -- a living example of how we can re-invent American
education. All we need now from Congress is the seed money to
help people like you translate ideas into action.

Fourth, we must create an incentive to improve education by
promoting school choice. For far too long, we've shielded our
schools from competition -- allowed the system a damaging
monopoly-power over students. Well, just as monopolies are bad ZI-Q

for the economy -- they're bad for our kids. Every parent should L;".

have the power to choose which school is best for his child -- ‘C'U‘l
s Willvam §
ublic, private or religious. // T““ q"ﬁﬁ O“‘ “l

Look at America's college students. Our university system M.'!

[: ]
is the envy of the world./ Each year, we make over $15 billion zz '

, | w §SL
dollars in federal grants and loans directly to student% -= to

use at the q&%versity of their choice. No one asks whether they

v ~pon
LnoM - v . V.
enroll at Penn or Penn State -- at Villanova or Lehigh or
rothic- non Pfi-C@ﬂth oy 24

Lafayette. It's time we make the same choice available to all
pri- /%aé?knqh
parents from the moment their children go to school. Whether
it's public or parochial school, yeshiva or bible school -- let
parents, not the government, decide. //

And let's be clear: if we deny parents school choice --
let's recognize who's hurt worst by the status quo. It's not the

well-to-do. It's not the upper middle class. It's not any one

of us who ever went house-hunting with a map of the good school
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districts. / Deny people school choice, and the ones you hurt
most are the Middle Class and lower -- and especially the poor.

That's why choice is catching on in some of the hardest-hit
neighborhoods in this nation. Talk to parents spearheading the
school choice crusade -- people like Polly Williams in Milwaukee.
They'll tell you how the lack of choice left them powerless to
force change -- how a public school bureaucracy turned students
into statistics and parents into pawns. Look at Milwaukee today
-- pioneering school choice, giving poor parents control, and
poor children pride. Look at the schools in East Harlem -- where
teachers put their names on waiting lis;; to get a chance to
teach in a choice school. They can't wait to stand in front of a
classroom of children who want to be there -- who want to learn.

Choice works -- and here's why. When our students are a
captive audience, our schools have no incentive to improve. What
competition brings to thg economy -- choice can bring to
education. Say what you want about reforming our schools: If
you're for change -- you're for school choice.

These four ideas are generating interest and enthusiasm
among Governors and mayors -- Democrats and Republicans -- among
business leaders from Ed Donley and the Allentown-Lehigh County
Chamber of Commerce, to the Fortune 500. Among teachers and
students and parents and principals -- everyone at every level
who understands the need for change.

Everyone, that is, except the leaders of the U.S. Congress.

At a moment when the consensus for change seems to be



F

10
reaching critical mass, on Capitol Hill you can watch the last
stand of the status quo. Forces there are waging a last-ditch
effort to put the brakes on change -- to preserve the business-
as-usual approach that brought us the present crisis in

education.

Take a look at the bill now winding its way through the f{[-‘“

Congress -- and what it does to the four path-breaking ideas I (i
mentioned a moment ago.

As part of America 2000 I asked Congress for funds for New

w | », K ghs

Amerlcan Schools - $545 mllllon from now unt11 1994. Last year,
a+ Congress set a51de $100 mllllon dollars fo; 1992 -- and set a
v

deadline of April 1 to decide how the money would be used. This

month, that self -imposed deadline came and went -- w1p1ng out any

w7y S

chance to make a start on New American Schools th1s year. For./¢¢

'\,12?3, the House plans more of the same: the bill under Ari ..

Fl2en

consideration right now would funnel more than $800 million 1nto'}l

existing business-as-usual state bureaucracies -- and not a genny‘
ind aada & #

for the new experimental schools we'need.

J We asked Congress for authority to help develop World Class
Standards and American Achievement Tests -- tools that would help
us measure our students' progress -- and assess the return we're

getting for our education dollars. ;/ The House of \\v

Representatives is threatening an amendment to deny the Education

Department the right to fund even a study of standards or tests;J"

{?inally, we asked the Congress to fund pilot programs to

—

promote school choice -- programs to help poor families in six

P A
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American cities. | Under heavy pressure from the education lobby,

{

——

Hoﬁse and Senate leaders have stripped any mention of school
choice out of their bills. //

Instead of supporting America 2000, the bill Congress claims
will help our schools is an exercise in cynicism -- call it the
Status Quo Schools Act of 1992. So today, let me serve notice to
education lobby and their friends back on Capitol Hill: I will
not let Congress spend a billion dollars on a business-as-usual
bill -- and call it education reform. [[ If Congress wants to ‘\V
side with status quo schools -- Congress can count on a veto. ]]

Congress can drag its feet -- but it can't stop change.
Lehigh Valley is living proof of the words of the 7reat Abraham
Lincoln: ERevolutions do not go backward.a There 1s "‘Le 2'“/”{”"
early in every revolution when the status quo looks steady and
strong -- and the forces that challenge it weak and without
effect. And there is the moment when the forces of change carry
the day -- the bankruptcy of the status quo stands revealed, and
the whole, hollow house of cards collapses.

The revolution in American education is already underway.

In Lehigh Valley and in communities all across America, the old
ways are being abandoned, new ideas advanced. This revolution
will triumph for the simplest and the strongest of reasons:

because American parents want the best for their children.

Because there isn't a single child anywhere in America who

doesn't deserve the best education possible. //
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From our schools to our courts,; from our hospitals to the
halls of goVernment, from the neighborhoods outside our door to
the realities of a new world economy -- the need for reform won't
-wait. The only acceptable response is the American response. We
must rekindle a revolufion -- a revolution to bring change to the
country that's changed the world. //

The American people have made their choice. The American
people want change. //

Thénk you all for this warm welcome -- and may God bless the

United States of America.
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My thanks to the parents, the teachers and the staff.
Thanks also to all the folks here from Allentown and Easton and
Bethlehem -- the leading lights of Lehigh Valley. Last but not
least, let me say hello to the students of Dieruff High. //

It's astonishing to be here with the Class of '92 as a
graduate of the Class of '42. // I realize the world I thought
of as new -- for you is, well, history. //

Look at the world you'll soon call your own. Each day we
see new evidence: History played out in the headlines. 01ld
empires expire -- new worlds are born. In the past six months
alone, we've seen the birth of 18 new nations. [ [Who knows how
many there'll be by the time you take that big geography final.]]

But the challenges we face -- the sheer complexity of our
world -- can't obscure the basic values that guide this Nation.
Times change, but truths endure. I'm talking about the big
issues that shape our world -- about the values close to home.
Everything I've done -- I've done to preserve and advance three
precious legacies: strong families. Good jobs. A world at
peace.

Securing those legacies has been my mission as President --

and it will be my mission today and every day, now and for the

next four years. //
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Right now, here in Allentown and across America, the number

one concern is the economy -- and turning this economy around,
creating jobs, is the mission that matters most. Listen to what

people say about the economy. Get beneath the cold statistics -
- down to the real heart of this issue. People want to know

whether they can keep the job they've got -- and whether they're

on track for a better one. For their kids -- for each one of the
students here today -- they've got grander visions: not just a

job -- a career. Work that means more than simply making ends

meet: Work that gives real meaning to your life. //

People have a right to ask: what is government's role in
all of this? / No, we can't legislate the American Dream. But
government can serve as a catalyst for change -- clearing away
the obstacles to economic growth and the unnecessary costs of
doing business. Expanding the opportunities for aggressive
businesses and enterprising individuals to create new jobs.
Training and educating our children -- giving you the tools of
thought you'll need to compete in the new world economy. //

The fate of America's economic future rests on five key
reforms: On free and fair trade -- our ability to break down
barriers, open new markets to American goods. Our future rests
on legal reform -- on ending the explosion of litigation that
strains our patience and saps our economy. On health care reform
-- opening up access to all Americans, controlling the run-away
cost of health care without sacrificing choice and quality. oOn

government reform -- because only if we reverse a generation of
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creeping bureaucracy, only if we restore limits to government,
can we restore public trust.
Finally, the reason I've come to Lehigh Valley today: our
future depends on education reform -- our ability to
revolutionize -- literally re-invent our schools. (Together, by
the year 2000, we must create the best schools in the world for
our children. //)
Education represents a perfect community of interest:
between the individual and society -- between one generation and 1
the next. Between the proud history we must pass on -- and the
path-breaking future we must create. // And in terms of }
America's economic future -- education is nothing less than a
matter of economic survival. //
You've seen the news stories. You've heard the statistics.
Anyone who worries about slack productivity or a bad balance of
trade ought to be alarmed about our children's test scores.
Millions of students work hard, millions of dedicated teachers do
their best -- and still, in one test after another, America's
children score at or near the bottom ranks of international
achievement. //
We don't need another test to tell us something is wrong
with our schools. For the sake of every student here today,
we've got to shake off any sense of complacency -- and shake up
the status quo.
Here in Lehigh Valley, that's a lesson you learned years

ago. You didn't wait for word from Washington. You didn't stand
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back and watch another generation of kids get less education than
they deserved. This community took a direct interest in what was
going on in the classroom. This community took action. //

I took office determined to put the power of the Presidency
behind change. More than two years ago, we took a strong first
step. Working together with the nation's Governors, we set six
ambitious goals for the year 2000: We agreed we must raise the
high-school graduation rate to 90%. We must be first in the
world in math and science. We must put in place a system of

World Class Standards -- and tests to measure students' progress.

By the year 2000, every American adult must be literate. Every
American child must start school ready to learn -- and every
American school must be free of drugs, free from the violence
that today too often follows our kids into the classroom.

s (e

[Lamar told me about a little girl namﬁg'ﬁ¥§ -- and ﬁhat she
said :] %‘%eg:é;als are not jus(@%gadl‘s‘f‘ They're not just the
Governors' goals. They are the nation's goals$:; and more than
that, they are the hope of the next generationj

Goals define the mission. They tell us where we want to go

-- not how to get there. That's why, nearly one year ago to the
day, I mapped out a strategy I call America 2000: a plan to
revolutionize American education. To put an end to business as
usual: to break the mold -- build a new generation of American
schools.

Two days from now, we'll mark the first anniversary of

America 2000. Let me share with you today a kind of "report




ideas -- four ways to build on what we've begun: to transform
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card" on what we've accomplished. / 1In one year's time, we've
seen America 2000 catch fire all across this country. Already,
43 states and more than 1000 communities =-- from Grand Junction,
Colorado to Lewiston, Maine -- have joined the America 2000
crusade. Everywhere, people like you are working to break down
the barriers between the classroom and the community -- to spark
a grass-roots revolution to re-invent the American school.

But, you know that story -- because Lehigh Valley has led
the way. //

I want to share with you an old African proverb that's the
motto of Minnesota 2000: "It takes an entire village to educate
one child."

And that is what it takes -- because education doesn't just
happen in the classroom. It doesn't start at 9 a.m. and end at -—~7ﬁ%ﬁ

3. All of us lead busy lives -- but we must never be too busy to ‘]ID %
rMb
I
Gwrd
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children, and to ourselves, to see that we live in communities /

read to our kids. To teach them right from wrong. To take an

interest in the things they worry about and wonder at -- to

listen, really listen, to what they say. We owe it to our

that care about education -- communities where learning can

happen.

Today, I came to Lehigh -- to one of the first communities
to join the America 2000 crusade -- to set the agenda for the
second year of America 2000. Our next step forward depends on

our success in building a consensus for change around four core
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the federal government into a catalyst for real education reform.

First, if we're serious about reaching our goals, we must
set World Class Standards in five core subjects -- and establish
a series of voluntary American Achievement Tests to measure our
children's progress.

Second, we've got to grant states and local school districts
relief from the rigid formula-grant approach that forces a one-
size-fits-all solution on our schools: allowing teachers and
principals flexibility -- freedom to apply federal resources to
fit local circumstances.

Right now, federal rules force schools to stick with
outdated tests -- rather than go with new ones and risk the loss
of millions of dollars in federal funds. In other cases, federal
restrictions result in sprinkling remedial instruction in equal
but ineffective amounts across large numbers of children --
instead of focusing enough time and energy to make a real
difference for kids who need it most.

Has anyone asked the teachers here today: does that make
sense? How can we ask you to teach -- and then tie your hands?

Third, we've got to launch a wide-open effort to create New
American Schools -- at least one in every Congressional District
across the country. Lehigh Valley is hard at work on its plan to
make this community home to its own New American School.

These break-the-mold schools won't conform to any one
blueprint. Some may make a quantum leap forward into tomorrow's

technologies. Others may seek to reach the future by restoring
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older traditions, the discipline -- and disciplines -- of an
earlier era. Each one of these schools would be a laboratory of
learning -- a living example of how we can re-invent American
education. All we need now is the seed money to translate ideas
into action.

Fourth, we must create an incentive to improve education by
promoting school choice. For far too long, we've shielded our
schools from competition -- allowed the system a damaging
monopoly-power over students. Well, just as monopolies are bad
for the economy -- they're bad for our kids. Every parent should
have the power to choose which school is best for his child --
public, private or religious. //

Look at America's college students. Our university system
is the envy of the world. Each year, we make over $15 billion
dollars in federal grants and loans directly to students -- to
use at the university of their choice. No one asks whether they
enroll at Penn State or [&’-‘b]‘ -- at SMU or Notre Dame. 1It's *
time we make the same choice available to all parents from the
moment their children go to school. Whether it's parochial
school or yeshiva or bible school -- let parents, not the
government, decide. [/

And let's be clear: if we deny parents school choice --
let's recognize who's hurt worst by the status quo. It's not the
well-to-do. 1It's not the upper middle class. It's not any one

of us who ever went house-hunting with a map of the good school
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districts. / Deny people school choice, and the ones you hurt
most are the Middle Class and lower -- and especially the poor.

That's why choice is catching on in some of the hardest-hit
neighborhoods in this nation. Talk to parents spearheading the
school choice crusade -- people like Polly Williams in Milwaukee.
They'll tell you how the lack of choice left them powerless to
force change -- how a public school bureaucracy turned students
‘into statistics and parents into pawns. Look at Milwaukee today

-~ pioneering school choice, giving poor parents control, and

poor children pride. // Look at the schools in East Harlem --
where teachers put their names on waiting list to get a chance to
teach in a choice school. They can't wait to stand in front of a
classroom of children who want to be there -- who want to learn.

Choice works -- and here's why. When ou<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>