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THE WHITE HOUSE

office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release - ' » March 25, 1992

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN CEREMONY FOR GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

The Rose Garden

11:18 A.M. EST 7

THE PRESIDENT: Welcome to the Rose Garden on this
peautiful day. We're so pleased to have you all here. Thank you for
the welcome for His Eminence and me, and it's a pleasure to welcome
you == many of you, most of you -- back to the White House.

First, may I pay my most sincere respects to Archbishop
Takovos, a true spiritual leader for whom we have enormous respect.
And I'm just delighted that he's here with us today. (Applause.)
And I want to thank our cabinet Minister Ed Derwinski, who is so
well-known in Greece and Ambassador gzacharakis who is here, and also
our congressional contingent, Mike Bilirakis, over here; George Gekas
was to be here, but he may have been kept away by work. And, of
course, Senator Arlen Specter is with us today.

I would like to welcome Mr. Angelopoulos from Athens,
who presented me this commemorative medal in the oOval office just a
minute ago. We are delighted you are here, sir. (Applause.) -This
Greek American -- this Greek Independence Day -- I say Greek American
day because Americans of Greek heritage celebrate it -- it's a
wonderful day for the Greek American community and for all of us who
cherish freedom.

Greece can never be just another country to the United
States; and the U.S. and Greece are the firmest of friends, the
strongest of allies. And I might take this opportunity to salute
Prime Minister Mitsotakis, with whom I have a very cordial
relationship -- most cooperative relationship. I talked to him just
the other day on the phone.

We are committed to maintaining the close cooperation
that has developed with his government, and we will continue to serve
as a catalyst in the U.N. Secretary General's effort to negotiate a
fair and a permanent settlement to the Cyprus issue. (Applause.)

In our view, there is one Cyprus, and we are going to continue to
heal the division that scars this lovely island. (Applause.)

Now, we have consistently made clear our view that the
time has come to settle this question, and T am going to continue to
give it my personal attention. We're also sensitive to Greek '
concerns about the breakup of Yugoslavia, and I've been in touch
again, I mentioned, with my dear friend, Prime Minister Mitsotakls
about this highly sensitive issue. And as his government works

towards a solution to this, it can be assured of our support.

Neither Greece nor America is a stranger to the struggle
for freedom. And as allies in NATO we've worked in common cause to
preserve the peace. Today we remember that our ideals and values
have been preserved at high cost; the valor and sacrifice of our
nations! finest young men and women. Greek heritage is, in so many
respects, American heritage. And I'm deeply moved to realize how
jimportant it is to interpret for future generations the significance

of our independence days.

MORE



We must not forget, and we cannot let our children
forget, lest the struggle be repeated. And so we celebrate these
anniversaries of freedom, and we tell the old stories in order to
preserve that which we value so highly. This morning I want to
commend the Greek American community for the way you've preserved
your traditions. -The Greek American culture continues to provide a
model for greatness. I can cite many examples, but I want to :
particularly commend the value that this wonderful community places
on family and on tradition. '

Through your commitment to strong families, those great
traditions have endured, and your culture has thrived in this new
jand. These values, the ones that we pass along from one: generation
to the next, are the greatest of all legacies. But these are not
just a comfortable luxury. They are a vital part of the social
capital that a nation must possess if it's to be great; But more
significantly, if it's to be good.

Today, as we join with you to commemorate the 171st
anniversary of Greek independence, we also celebrate Archbishop
Takovos's 33rd year as Archbishop of the Americas. (Applause.)

As His Eminence was at the forefront of the march for civil rights,
now the Greek American family is at the forefront in the modeling for
today's generation those enduring personal and family values that are
the necessary underpinning for continued democracy and freedom.

T still remember Archbishop Takovos's benediction at our
convention in 1988, and he prayed in a nonpartisan way, I want to say
-- (laughter) =-- but he prayed that we would -- and here was the
words: "Carry, renew and redefine the legacy and mandate to keep
this nation under God in an unending quest for unity, justice, moral
" integrity and spiritual alertness and readiness."

On this Greek Independence Day let that be the prayer
and the challenge to us all.

And now it is my real pleasure to put pen to paper and
proclaim Greek Independence Day a national day of celebration of
Greek and American democracy. (Applause.)

(The document is signed.) (Applause.)

ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS: Mr. President, on behalf on all of
us present and those absent, I would like to express to you our most
sincere gratitude, for you have been always a champion for democracy,
democratic values and principles.

I am particularly moved today because you remembered ny
33rd year of service to the Greek American community and to America
as well, for I am very proud to have been a Hellene, but also an

American citizen.

I would like to assure you that your challenge today,
that we continue in a democratic way, it has been described deep in
our hearts by our parents and the mandate of our history, both the
American the Hellenic history. If there is any spot without any
stain of blood on this old planet of ours, it is the heart and souls
of men and women, who are Americans and Hellenes. and I can assure
you, Mr. pPresident, that we shall hold that heritage very dear to our
hearts and very sacred for as long as we live.

Thank you, once again, on behalf of all of us, Mr.
President.

END 11:27 A.M. EST
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The United States and Greece are the firmest of friends and the
strongest of allies. The close cooperation between ourselves and
the government of Prime Minister Mitsotakis has yielded the
excellent relations that we now enijoy. Tha U,S. is committed to
maintaining those close relations and to working with Greece on

the broad range of issues on which we share the same views.
Let me single out two issues in particular.

We appreciate the concerns Greece has about the breakup of
Yugosiavia. I have been in touch with my close friend Prime
Minister Mitsotakis about this, and as the Greeks work towards a
solution to this problem that meets their needs, I can assure you
that we will handle this issue in a way that protects Greek

interests.

On Cyprus, the United States continues to see its role as that of
a catalyst in the UN Secretary General’s effort to negotiate a
fair and permanent settlement to the Cyprus issue. We belie&e
that this effort has brought the parties closer to a settlement
than at any other point in the past 18 years. In our view there
is one Cyprus, and we will continue to work, as we have in the
past, and as we will for as long as it takes, to see the island
unified once again. Ambassador Ledsky reports to me that there
is more than enough basis from which we can proceed with these

talks, and we will be continuing our discussions this week., T
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cannot promise success, but I can promise that we will continue

to stay engaged.

Let me say that it is the good relations that our two c¢ountries
share that allows us to work through these difficult issues as

allies and friends.
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY
ROSE GARDEN
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Thank you very much for that warm welcome. It is a pleasure to
welcome you back to the White House. [Greetings to Archbishop
Iakovos, Ed Derwinski and Ambassador Zaharakis.]

This Greek Independence Day is a wonderful day for the Greek-
American community and for all of us who cherish freedom. Greece can
never be just another country to the United States. The United States
and Greece are the firmest of friends and the strongest of allies. We
are committed to maintaining the close cooperation that has developed
with the government of Prime Minister Mitsotakis. For instance, we
will continue to serve as a catalyst in the UN Secretary General's
effort to negotiate a fair and permanent settlement to the Cyprus
issue. 1In our view there is one Cyprus, and we will continue to work
to see the island unified once again.

Neither Greece nor America is a stranger to the struggle for
freedom. Today, we remember that our ideals and values have been
preserved at high cost -- the valor and sacrifice of our nation's
finest young men and women. Greek heritage is, in so many respects,
American heritage. I am deeply moved to realize how important it is
to interpret for future generations the significance of our
Independence Days. We must not forget and we cannot let our children
forget -- lest the struggle be repeated. So, we celebrate these

anniversaries of freedom and we tell the old stories in order to

preserve that which we so highly value.
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This morning I want to commend the Greek-American community for

the way you have preserved your traditions. The Greek-American

culture continues to provide a model for greatness. I could cite many
examples, but I want to particularly commend the value you place on
family and tradition. Through your commitment to strong families,
your great traditions have endured and your culture has thrived in
this new land.

These values that have been passed along from one generation to
the next are the greatest of all legacies. But, these are not just a
comfortable luxury. They are a vital part of the social capital that

a nation must possess if it is to be great, but more significantly, if

it is to be good. _—

\

Today, as we join with you to commemorate the/}{ist Annlversary

\e.-~* as Archbishop of the Americas.‘/A§#ﬁ{é Eminence wa t
opr e “
Vo 6f the march for Civil Rights, now, the Greek-American family is at

| Loy the forefront in modeling for today's generation those enduring

personal and family values that are the necessary underpinning for 4
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continued democracy and freedom. —

//

I remember Archbishop Iakovos' benediction at the Republican
National Convention in 1988. He prayed that we would "carry, renew
and redefine the legacy and mandate to keep this nation under God in
an unending quest for unity, Jjustice, moral integrity and spiritual
alertness and readiness."

On this Greek Independence Day, let that be the prayer and

challenge to us all!
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Thank you very much for that warm welcome. It is a pleasure to
welcome you back to the White House for this annual event. [Greetings
to Archbishop Iakovos, Ed Derwinski and Ambassador Zaharakis.]

This Greek Independence Day is a wonderful day for the Greek-
American community and for all of us who cherish freedom. Greece can
never be just another country to the United States. The United States
and Greece are the fifmest of friends and the strongest of allies. We
are committed to maintaining the close cooperation that has developed
with the government of Prime Minister Mitsotakis. For instance, we
will continue to serve as a catalyst in the UN Secretary General's
effort to negotiate a fair and permanenf settlement to the Cyprus
issue. In our view there is one Cyprus, and we will continue to work
to see the island unified once again.

Neither Greece nor America is a stranger tq the struggle for
freedom. Today, we remember that our ideals and values have been
preserved at high cost -- the valor and sacrifice of our nations'
finest young men and women. Greek heritage is, in so many respects,
American heritage. I am deeply moved to realize how important it is
to interpret for future generations the significance of our
Independence Days. We must not forget and we cannot let our children
forget ~-- lest the struggle have to be repeated. So, we celebrate

these anniversaries of freedom and we tell the old stories in order to

preserve that which we so highly value.
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This morning I want to commend the Greek-American community for
the way Qou have preserved your traditions. The Greek-American
culture continues to provide a model for greatness. I ¢could cite many
examples, but I want to particularly commend the value you place on
family and tradition. Through your commitment to strong families,
your great traditions have endured and your culture has thrived in

this new land.

ou came to America and you became American; at the same tiIme,

ygu retained the best of Greek traditions and you continue to pass
hese along to your children and grandchildren. Social scientists are
documenting the important contributions you are making in America --

your high levels of educational attainment, your high rate of business
wnership, and your exceptionally low divorce rate, your strength,

spirit and your sense of community.

at have been passed along from one generatién to
the next are the greatest of all legacies. But, these are not just a
comfortable luxury. They are a vital bart of the social capital that
a nation must possess if it is to be great, but more significantly, if
it is to be good.

Today, as we join with you to commemorate the 17

of Greek independence, we also celebrate Archbishop
as Archbishop of the Americas. As his Eminence was at e forefront
of the march for Civil Rights, now, the Greek-American family is at
the forefront in modeling for today's generation those enduring

personal and family values that are the necessary underpinning for

continued democracy and freedom.
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I remember Archbishop Iakovos' benediction at the Republican
Natiénal Convention in 1988. He prayed that we would "carry, renew
and redefine the legacy and méndate to keep this nation under God in
an unending quest for unity, justice, moral integrity and spiritual
alertness and readiness."

On this Greek Independence Day, let that be the prayer and

challenge to us all!

G ddd
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The United States and Greece are the firmest of friends and the
strongest of allies. The c¢lose cooperation between ourselves and
the government of Prime Minister Mitsotakis has yielded the
excellent relations that we now enjoy. The U.S. is committed to
maintaining those close relations and to working with Greece on

the broad range of issues on which we share the same views.

Let me speak about one of those issues -- Cyprus. The United
States continues to see its role as that of a catalyst in the UN
Secretary General’s effort to negotiate a falr and permanent
settlement to the Cyprus issue. We believe that this effort has
brought the parties closer to a settlement than at any other

point in the past 18 years. In our view there is one Cyprus, and

for as long as it takes, to see the island unified once again.

?9.1 P g tnd o

we will continue to work, as we have in the past, and as we will
|
|



Crouse/Grossman
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT DURING THE CEREMONY
171st ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

Thank you very much for that warm welcome. It is a pleasure
to welcome you back to the White House for this annual event. It
is a special pleasure to see Archbishop Iakovos, who has become a
good friend and counselor since I've been President.

I also want to salute Ed Derwinski. Ed has tried for years
to get his friends in the Greek-American community to adopt him.
Since he is a former member of Congress, it's appropriate that
your consideration of his request take as long as it takes to get
Congress to act!

| I'm delighted to see Ambassador Zaharakis here; it is a
pleasure to recognize his outstanding record. I also see other
friends of long-standing -- Andy Athens, Alec Courtelis, Andy
Manatos -- welcome, it is good to see you!

This Greek Independence Day is a wonderful day for the
Greek-American community and for all of us who cherish freedom.
This nation understands and shares your exuberance. We celebrate
with you -- achieving freedom is a monumental event.

Greece can never be just another country to the United
States. You were allies in both World Wars, in Korea, and most
recently in liberating Kuwait -- with outstanding leadership from

a Greek-American, General Gus Pagonis.



Greek heritage is, in so many respects, our heritage. I am
 deeply moved to realize how important it is to interpret for
future generations the significance of our commonalities and our
hallowed days.

Neither Greece nor America is a stranger to the struggle for
freedom. Today, we remember that our ideals and values have been
preserved at high cost -- the valor and sacrifice of our nations'
choicest young men and women. We must not forget and we cannot
let our children or their children forget -- lest the struggle
have to be repeated. So, we celebrate these anniversaries of
freedom and we tell the old stories in order to preserve that
which we so highly value.

This morning I want to commend the Greek-American community
for the way you have preserved your traditions. It has become a
truism -- your culture was the cradle of democracy. From the
ancient Greeks, the Western world derived ideals and philosophy;
inspiration and insight. |

Today, the Greek-American culture continues to provide a
model forlgreatness. I could cite many examples, but I want to
particularly commend the value you place on family and tradition.
Through your commitment to strong families, your great traditions
have endured and your culture has thrived in this new land.

You came to America and you became American; at the same
time, you retained the best of Greek traditions and you continue

to pass these along to your children and grandchildren.




Social scientists are documenting the important
contributions you are making in America --- your high levels of
educational attainment, your high rate of business ownership, and
your exceptionally low divorce rate. Your strength, your spirit
and your sense of community have -- at their core -- a commitment
to and love for your family. These values that have been passed
along from one generation to the next are the greatest of all

- family legacies. But, they are not just a comfortable luxury.

They are part of the social capital that a nation must possess to
be great, and more significantly, to be good.

Today, as we join with you to commemorate the 171st
anniversary of Greek independence, we also celebrate Archbishop
Takovas' 33rd year as Archbishop of the Americas. As his
Eminence was at the forefront of the march for Civil Rights, now,
the Greek-American family is at the forefront in modeling for
today's generation those enduring personal and family values that
are the necessary underpinning for continued democracy and
freedom.

I remember Archbishop Iakovos' benediction at the Republican
National Convention in 1988. He prayed that we would "carry,
renew and redefine the legacy and mandate to;keep this nation
under God in an unending quest for unity, justice, moral
integrity and spiritual alertness and readiness."

On this Greek Independence Day, let that be the prayer and

challenge to us all!
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Thank you very much for that warm welcome. It is a pleasure
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to welcome you back to the White House for this annual event. It
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is a special pleasure to see Archbishop Iakovas, who has become a
dear friend énd important counselor since I've been President.

I'm also pleased to welcome the Archbishop's friend ’

who is visiting from Greece. Welcome!
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4 QJ/J/I also want to salute Ed Derwinski -- he has tried for years
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Xp/ 9»to get his friends in the Greek-American community to adopt him,
but since he is a former member of Congress, I can understand

your reluctance!

I'm delighted to see Ambassador Zaharékis here; it is a
pleasure to recognize his outstanding record. I also see other
friends of long~standing -- Andy Athens, Alec Courtelis, Andy

(; Manatos -- welcome, it is good to see you!

This is a wonderful day for the Greek-American community and
for all,people‘who cherish freedom. As a nation, we understand
and share your exuberance. Neither Greece nor America is a
stranger to the struggle for freedom and the heavy price of

freedom. Both of our nations rejoice to be free.
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This is a day of éelebration. We recognize that achieving
freedom is a monumental event -- we fought si%e by side to
liberate Kuwait. We do not want to forget the price of freedom
so we designate anniversaries -- March 25th and July 4th -- as
W tfﬁ) landmarks to signify to our children and grandchildren the
§;§§1}¢». importance of these events. We celebrate these days as reminders

Qy}k)uév hat our ideals and values have been preserved at high cost -- we

\kﬁ)o have paid the ultimate price in the lives of our nations'
. 7’
choicest youn eople. '
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) Q? ancient Greeks, the United States has derived ideas and
philosophy, inspiration and insight. Today, the Greek-American
culture is equally worthy of emulation. Particularly in regard
to the value you place on family and tradition. Through strong
v family unity,\ your culture has thrived in this new land. You
’pﬁphfﬂ’ came to America and you became fully American; at the same time,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SIGNING OF GREEK INDEPENDENCE PROCLAMATION

o & DATE: March 20, 1990
Lk TIME: 11:45 a.m.
<o LOCATION: Oval Office/Roﬁevelt Room
THROUGH: DAVID DEMAREST

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
COMMUNICATIONS

&
FROM: SICHAN SIV 3
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR PUBLIC LIAISON
I. PURPOSE:

To greet Greek American leaders and sign the Greek
Independence Day proclamation.

ITI. BACKGROUND:

In 1821, peoples of Greek descent around the world
struck for Greek Independence and Greek Americans were
leaders in that movement. Greek Americans consider
Greece, the cradle of democracy and the United States,
the champion of democracy. The proclamation recognizes
the 169th anniversary of Greek Independence which
occurs on March 25. This is the fourth consecutive
year that this ceremony has been held at the White
House.

ITI. PARTICIPANTS:

The President

His Eminence Archbishop Iakavos, Prelate of the Greek
Orthodox Church for North and South America.

Secretary Ed Derwinski

Ambassador Christos Zaharakis, Greek Ambassador to the
United States

Andy Athens

Alec Courtelis

Andy Manatos

Peter Kourides
Alexander Spanos
Dionisia Ferraro
Alexander Papamarkou

;



RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL

TO:

DATE:

THROUGH :

RECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION:

His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos on the
occasion of his 30th anniversary as
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church of
North and South America.

April 2, 1989, 3:00 p.m.

DAVE DEMAREST, ASSISTANT TO THE
PRESIDENT FOR COMMUNICATIONS

SICHAN SIV, DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE
PRESIDENT FOR PUBLIC LIAISON

To emphasize and reinforce a
long-standing relationship with the
Archbishop and with the Greek American
community.

Since 1970, through repeated meetings, a
strong relationship has developed.

This was evidenced when the Archbishop
gave the closing benediction at the RNC
convention in August. The phone call
will occur during an interdenominational
luncheon for 1100 persons in the
Archbishop's honor. The call will be
put on a speaker phone so that the
guests can hear the conversation.

-— Your Eminence, it is nice to talk
with you again so soon. I enjoyed
visiting with you in the Oval Office
on the anniversary of Greek
Independence Day, last month.

-- I understand that as we speak you are
being honored by hundreds of
admirers, many of whom are mutual
friends. Congratulations on
completing 30 years of dedicated
service in the Western Hemisphere.

-- The value you place on respect for
family and tradition as well as your
championship of human and civil
rights have touched millions. Under
your leadership, the Greek Orthodox
Church of North and South America
promotes ideas that are examples we
all can benefit from.




== On behalf of Barbara and myself, we
wish you many more happy and
successful years of service. God
bless you.

DATE OF SUBMISSION: March 20, 1989

ACTION:
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but steps were being taken 1o alleviate it, gyoh as the require.
ment introduced in ] 968 that all physicians had to pracice One
Year in a rural grey In 1981 there were 24,724 physicians,
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Social Structure and Cultural Values

> Relations Inside the Household
The family j5 the basic soejal unit in Greek society. Re-
gardlegs of region, class, or location, the family does not lose its
eentral importance. In Greece no one stands alone; the con. |

132




tte it, such as the require-
sicians had to practice one
were 24,724 physicians,
s (a ratio higher than in
wer one-half were in the
+be poorly paid by hospi-
and were offered inade-
» were 7,727 dentists in
ns. Nurses were in short
ained health professionals.
!5 Was one nurse per 853

srpment announced its in-
Ith service, By the end of
ace to imprave quality of
ls were decentralization,
l-time government physi-
through new training pro-
s and hospital technology.
family physicians, outpa-
specialized care in hospi-
L85 rural elinics, 25 hospi-
pitals), kidney transplant
d 18 new nursing schools
vernment planned to em-
edical corps, which would
icians in rural health cen-
be incorporated into the
n with 1979-81, the bud-
982-84 was increased by
lation), The proportion of
ituré spent for health care
percent as opposed to 5.4

gross domestic product
e is projected to be 2.5

Ies

nit in Greek society. Re-
he family does not lose its
e stands alone; the con-

11

1.

N
e
A Medigie,
oy o NI
l-‘.’:_{ oy g YQ\('_}QJ ,“x,‘-,\_; .
Do
D AR

st

s

LA LIB OF CONGRESS .

Y N

P
The Society and Its Encironment

cept of the independent, unmarried, childless adult who stands
apart from the family circle does not exist. For economic rea-
sons and because of long-standing tradition, young people do
not have a period of living apart from their parents as single
persons, and marriage is felt to concern the families involved as
well as the two individuals, Despite emigration and internal
migration, the norm is to remain both emotionally and physi-
cally close to the nuelear family, whether by visits and commu-
nications, location of 2 home nearby, or by encouraging other
family members to join the migrant.

The Nuclear Family

The nuclear family, which consists of a hushand, a wife,
and unmarried children, constitutes the basic houschold, al-
though on occasion a parent of one of the spouses or some
other relative may join them, or in certain regions a married
child or married children may live with parents until they
establish their own separate households, In most areas of main-
land Greece the tradition is for a groom to take his wife to live
with his parents after marriage or at least te a house the
provide in their village; in some areas this Jarger household,
called an extended family, might continue until the parents’
death or even after if the sons wish to retain the more efficient

~ joint household as a means of saving labor and caring for fields

or livestock. In some of the Greek islands, most notably the
Cyclades and the Dodecanese, it is the custom for a married
couple to live in the wife’s village in a house provided by her
parents, perhaps because her hushand might be away from
home for long periods. This custom has been extended to
Greek cities, where people from many different regions may
live in housing provided by the wife’s family as part of the
dowry and often located near the wife's kin. Husbands in these
two cases are not disparaged as sons-in-law without property of
their own, as they would be in the areas where a couple is
supposed to live with or near the husband’s family. In addition,
it is not unusual for an urban household to include a relative
who has come to the city to work.

The Greek nuclear family, especially the rural Greek nu-
clear family, has various functions. It is believed that a couple
marries in order to have children and that parents need chil-
dren to enjoy thoroughly their life together. The family is also
the guardian of the family property. A major family goal in
which all members share a common interest is the maintenance
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Or augmentaliop of family Praperty sufficient 4 endow each
child with 5 share,

Munjon, attending Services, or struggling for selt-discipline in
the face of temptation,

1€ nuclear family hgg been the source of lahor gp family
fields, with, amily livestock, ip famil fishing boats, or i a
amily businegs. nuclear family mam ers have pooled their
resources for consumption, Having litile differences across
class and re ion, common characteristies of the nycleay family
have provet? it viable in ryrg] and urban living, in smal] service

and love, Jts members act a5 i1 their own family were superior
and defend ay, individug] ¢o outsiders evey if they do not ap-
Prove of the defended behavior., Second, the ynit upon which

Ten. Surnames of fatheps or husbands were traditionally used
women, but under he 1983 family law Possibilities were

ren or of using 3 combination of hot}, Parents’ names, Beyond
the nucleay family, ties called “close relations” were acknowl-
edged with parents, first and second cousing, grandparents,
an ii

metaphors yged were “shared bloog” and “origin from the
same womb, ” Cooperation and company are sought from par-
ents and siblings, for example, even whep, they reside separate-
Y, but al] recognize that the fygt loyalty 15 given to family
members with whom 5 houschold i shared, This Priority is the
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reason given why brathers should not marry before their sis-
ters have reccived a dowry and married. Even when more than
one couple share a household, the independence of each is
accepted, as shown in some cases by 2 separate kitchen. Al-
though close ties to former members of a shared household are
recognized, a husband may be considered to be within his
rights to forbid his wife to sce her relatives because of an
argument.

Not all ties with all kin are necessarily activated simultane-
ously, and feuds—especially over inheritance—are possible.
The array of kin provides, nevertheless, a ready network of
favorably disposed persons for a relative in need of a favor.
One way of binding kin is through inheritance, In rural Greece
the child with whom an elderly parent resides and who pre-
sumably would perform appropriate death rites would receive
the parental house and/or an extra portion of property, Unlike
in-laws or godparents, those related by blood are not chosen;
but the intensity and frequency of contact with them are loft
open. Proximity, cooperation, or spiritual kinship might foster
closer relations,

Because marriage is a relationship between families, rela-
tions with in-laws are important. A new spouse is considered an
outsider by the new in-laws. The importance of relations be-
tween in-laws, especially with the spouse’s siblings or parents,
varies depending on the frequency of contact. If couples live
with or near the husband’s family, relations with this family are
emphasized rather than relations with the wife’s family if resi-
dence is near them. A rural dowry, for example, in Voitia,
where residence is with or near the husband’s family, includes
land in the wife’s village, resulting in continuing contact with
her kin during cultivation or disposition of the land. In areas
where new couples live in the husband’s village, the youngest
son might stay in and inherit his parents’ house; his wife would
care for his parents in their old age, although relations be-
tween bride and mother-in-law are often anta onistic, at least
until the birth of a son, For a woman living with her hushand’s
kin, the initial years of marriage can be an ordeal, A woman’s
mother-in-law might be afraid of losing contact with her son or
his affections or might alienate the daughter-in-law through
deprecatory comments on her dowry. Ideally, the parents wﬁo
provide housing for a daughter, for example, in the city should
not interfere in marital quarrels except to counsel forbearance
30 as not to undermine male authority. Relations between
brothers-in-law (particularly husbands of sisters) might be
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fied by the Orthodox church. Children serve as symbols of
fulfilled masculinity and femininity. Virility depends partly on
the ability to sire children, especially sons. Feminine fulfill-
ment is dependent on becoming a mother who successfully
rears children. Motherhood is an important ideal for Greeks,
and a mother represents all the positive aspects of home. The
relationship of a mother with her children may be emotionally
more important to the woman than her relationship with her
husband, although she will bolster her children’s relationship
with him, mediating at times or comforting when necessary
after punishment.

A birth is a major event, es ecially a first birth, All rela-
tives take an interest and enjoy helping with a child. Through
age four, children are indulged and minimally disciplined. All
accomplishments are seen as increases in intelligence and
strength. In the late 1970s swaddling for the first fow months
of an infant’s life was still practiced in rural areas with no
apparent negative effect. As the child grows up, although a
mother continues to be a source of love and comfort, a father
begins to be less indulgent and more strict. By age six, when a
child must begin school, he or she is considered a responsible
family member and attains a clear idea of the boundaries be.
tween family and strangers in terms of the expectation of love
or hostility and is careful about revealin family secrets or the
emotional self. Emphasis is placed on children’s learning ap-
propriate sex roles and proper conduct in public settings.

As children grow up, their upbringing shows inculeation of
important Greek values, Children expect that their mothers
will allow them some inittative but will give what is needed
unquestioningly. Relatives may tease, even mildly frighten
children, laugh, and then comfort them to teach them to avoid
and cope wit%n ridicule. As children grow older, in return for
care until they are established as married adults, they are ex-
pected to show respect and obedience to parents an help in
their old age. Obedience and respect are not to be blind, how-
ever, for parents may lie or use deceit to teach children not to
accept even a parent’s words unless they show superior intelli-
gence and judgement and compatibility with the child’s best
interests; lying is shown to be acceptable to maintain family
brivacy and protect its interests. A wariness in dealing with
others and a skillful, even cunning, use of intelligence are
valued as being necessary to get along as adults. Mothers en-
Courage sons to be ambitious and competitive and to be able to
use deception and judgement in a way that would be useful in
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. with sogial Opponents, entertain g Eroup of people, stimylate a
iscussion of options for any task gt hand, or bolster self-gs-
teem by Fecounting accomplishments or attributes. A last set of

shame (dropi), and integrity. Children are to learn self-contro],
Shame (a sensitivity to ridicule and reputation, physical modes.
ty, and emotiong] concealment), and 5 love of li,onor {philo-
timo—the recognition of doing what s necessary to maintain
respect of others and one's own self-esteem, eg ecially in re-
gard to expressions of femininity and masculinity),

Relations Betwseen the Sexes
arriage is the culmination of a suceessful courtship and g5
the expected status for adults, Through marriage women can
establish their own households, become mothers, and receive
male protection in the social world, Through marriage men can
continue the famnily line, although they are permitted more of 3
elay In marrying than womer, Rather than being based on
erotic love, traditional marriages were based on mutual depen- .
ence and understanding, especially after the first years. The
traditional pattery for courtship did not inclyde dating, Mar-
rages continued to be arranged in the 1970s, gt least among
the urban working class and villagers, although at timeg negoti-
ations began at the couple’s initiative, Because the marriage
involved not just two individuals, Marriage arrangements and
OWIy negotiations were conducted on a family basis, Ag ar.
ranged marriages declined in number, parents retained some
control over t%:e daughter’s chojce through contribution of
- 0USing as part of the dowry contingent on their a proval,
T uring courtship g} eyes were focused on the young wo-
N man to see how she conducted herself. Her behavior was con-
sidered by all, including the womap herself, to be a direct
reflection on hey y bringing and character as well as op her
individual angd famiﬁl honor, The woman's reputation, as well
as health, age, Appearance, and wealth, were taken into consid-
eration by t%)e potential proom's family, but the ways in which
8 woman proved she bossessed an hongrabe reputation have
changed; for example, until the Iate 1960s 4 woman manifested
her honor by dressin in a way that showed her sense of mod-
esty and innocence, hut young women in the 198(s dressed
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Thank you very much for that warm welcome. It is a pleasure
to welcome you back to the White House. [Greetings to Archbishop
Iakovos, Ed Derwinski and Ambassador Zaharakis.]

This Greek Independence Day is a wonderful -day for the
Greek-American community and for all of us who cherish freedom.
Greece can never be just another country to the United States.
The United States and Greece are the firmest of friends and the
strongest of allies. We are committed to maintaining the close
cooperation that has developed with the government of Prime
Minister Mitsotakis. We will continue to serve as a catalyst in
the UN Secretary General's effort to negotiate a fair and
permanent settlement to the Cyprus issue. 1In our view there is
one Cyprus, and we will continue to work to heal the division
that scars that lovely island. I have made clear my view that
the time has come to settle this question, and I will continue to
give it my personal attention.

Neither Greece nor America is a stranger to the struggle for
freedom. Today, we remember that our ideals and values have been
preserved at high cost -- the valor and sacrifice of our nation's

finest young men and women. Greek heritage is, in so many

respects, American heritage.
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I ém deeply moved to fealiZe how important it is to
interpret for future generations the significance of our
Independence Days. We must not forget and we cannot let our
children forget -- lest the struggle be repeated. So, we
celebrate these anniversaries of freedom and we tell the old
stories in order to preserve that which we so highly value.

We are sensitive to Greek concerns about the breakup of
Yugoslavia. I have been in touch with my close friend Prime
Minister Mitsotakis about this, and as his government works
toward a solution to this problem it can be sure of our support.

This morning I want to commend the Greek~American community
for the way you have preserved.your traditions. The Greek-
American culture continues to prévide a model for greatness. I
could cite many examples, but I want particularly to commend the
value you place on family and tradition. Through your commitment
to strong families, your great traditions have endured and your
culture has thrived in this new land.

Thése values that have been passed along from one generation
to the next are the greatest of all legacies. But, these are not
just a comfortable luxury. They are a vital part of the social
capital that a nation must possess if it is to be great, but more
significantly, if it is to be éood.

Today, as we join with you to commemorate the 171st
Anniversary of Greek independence, we also celebrate Archbishop

Takovos' 33rd year as Archbishop'of the Americas.
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As His Eminence was at the forefront of the march for Civil
Rights, now, the Greek-American family is at the forefront in
modeling for today's generation those enduring personal and |
family values that are the necessary underpinning for continued
democracy and freedom.

I remember Archbishop Iakovos' benediction at the Republican
National Convention in 1988. He prayed that we would "carry,
renew and redefine the legacy and mandate to keep this nation
under God in an unending quest for unity, justice, moral
integrity and spirituai alertness and readiness."

On this Greek Independence Day, let that be the prayer and

challenge to us all!
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Today, as we join with you to commemorate the 171st Anniversary
of Greek independence, we also celebrate Archbishop Iakovs' 33rd year
as Archbishop of the Americas. As His Eminence was at the forefront
of the march for Civil Rights, now, the Greek-American family is at
the forefront in modeling for today's generation those enduring
personal and family values that are the necessary underpinning for
continued democracy and freedom.

I remember Archbishop Iakovos' benediction at the Republican
National Convention in 1988. He prayed that we would "carry, renew
and redefine the legacy and mandate to keep this nation under God in
an unending quest for unity, justice, moral integrity and spiritual
alertness and readiness."

Oon this Greek Independence Day, let that be the prayer and

challenge to us all!
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The United States and Greece are the firmest of friends and the
strongest of allies. The close ¢ooperation between ourselves and
the government of Prime Ministey Mitsotakis has yielded the
excellent relations that we no enjoy. The U.S. is committed to

maintaining those close relatjions and to working with Greece on
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On Cyprus, the United States continues to see its role as that of
a catalyst in the UN Secretary General’s effort to negotiate a
fair and permanent settlement to the Cyprus issue. We believe
that this effort has brought the parties closer to a settlement
than at any other point in the past 18 years. In our view there
is one Cyprus, and we will continue to work, as we have in the
past, and as we will for as long as it takes, to see the island
unified once again. Ambassador Ledsky reports to me that there
is more than enough basis from which we can proceed with these

talks, and we will be continuing our discussions this week. I
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cannot promise success, but I can promise that we will continue

to stay engaged.

Let me say that it is the good relations that our two countries
share that allows us to work through these difficult issues as

allies and friends.
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much for the welcome.
Please be seated. 1It's a great pleasure to see so many friends here
today. Of course, a very special pleasure just now to welcome
Archbishop Iakavos back to the Oval Office. He's been there on
several occasions since I've been President, certainly before, many
times. But it gave me an opportunity to express my respect and
appreciation for him. He's been a wonderful friend and a good
counselor on very important matters. ‘

. I want to salute Ed Derwinski. He's not.Greek, but he
was a former member of the Congress. (Laughter and applause.) He's
got a lot of friends in the Greek-American community, I'll tell you.
And I also am delighted to see Ambassador Zaharakis who's here;
another man who's doing a superb job.

And I might say, before we get into the festivities of
the day, that I'm very comfortable and pleased with the relationship
. between Greece and the United States. And I have great respect for
Mr. Mitsotakis who is doing a superb job. I hope you will convey
that to him, please, Mr. Ambassador.

But here we are to designate this day again, March 25th,
Greek Independence Day. March 25th marks several turning points in
history. And just as Americans and Greeks share many common values,
we each hold this date in special reverence for the strides we've
made in the name of freedom.

It was in the spring of 1584 that the first colonists set
sail from England in search of new opportunities and independence.
One hundred and seventy years ago, the day of annunciation, 1821, the
Greek banner of revolt was first raised in the successful uprising in
the name of liberty.

The shared significance of this date is more than a
coincidence. It is just one example of the common ideals and values
the people of Greece and America hold so dear: Freedom, democracy,
human rights and justice. And under the current leadership of Prime
Minister Mitsotakis, with whom I had the pleasure of meeting twice
last year, the relationship does, as I said earlier, continue to
flourish. And I hope that he and I will meet soon again.

I'd like to take a moment to thank the people of Greece
for their support and cooperation in this historic coalition effort
to liberate Kuwait from ruthless aggression. The people of Greece
can take great pride in their country's role in protecting the rule
of law.

And so now, after again saying how pleased I am to see so
many friends here today for this occasion, it is my pleasure to put
pen to paper and proclaim Greek Independence Day a national day of
celebration of Greek and American democracy. (Applause.)

MORE




(The proclamation is signed.) (Applause.)

ARCHBISHOP IAKAVOS: Mr. President, on behalf of the 3
million strong Greek Orthodox community in the United States, I offer
to you our most humble thanks for signing once again today, the 25th
of March, 1991, after 170 years from the Greek independence -- the
first =-- proclamation which calls all of us to uphold the ideals and
values upon which the ancient Greek and the modern American concept
of democracy is founded.

We ask you to accept our warmest reassurance of our
continued commitment to the full support of your historic efforts to
have freedom and justice ultimately prevail, and follow the
foundation for the new world order for which you so arduously labor.

God bless you. This is our prayer -- constant prayer --
Mr. President, and inspired strength to you as you lead the world
towards a state of permanent peace.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all. (Applause.)

END 11:42 A.M. EST
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The peoples of the United States and Greece enjoy a rich
friendship based on strong ties of kinship and culture -- ties
fortified by our common devotion to the ideals of freedom and
democracy. Our shared values and mutual interests make the
celebration of Greek independence on March 25 a significant
event for all Americans.

Although we celebrate on this occasion events that took
place just 170 years ago, the values shared by the peoples of
Greece and the United States are rooted far deeper in history.
Indeed, it was the ancient Greeks who, with their profound
observations of human nature and their seminal experiments
in civil order and justice, enkindled the light of democratic
thought among men. Our Nation's Founders were well-schooled
in classical languages and Greek literature, and the ideas
of Solon, Plato, Aristotle, and other Greek philosophers and
statesmen greatly influenced their own. Indeed, in his historic
treatise on the Rights of Man, Thomas Paine wrote: "What Athens
was in miniature, America will be in magnitude. The one was
the wonder of the ancient world; the other is becoming the
admiration and model of the present." His words reflect the
inspiration and insight that this Nation's Founders derived from
the ancient Greek city-states as they worked to establish an
enduring reprecentative democracy in America.

Widely regarded as the "cradle of democracy," Greece stands
today as a strong ally of the United States, aligned with us by
its commitment to freedom and human rights. As partners in the
NATO Alliance, we have worked together to defend democratic
ideals and to promote the collective security of Europe.
Recently Greece also cooperated with the United States and
other nations in the historic coalition effort to uphold the
rule of law and to liberate Kuwait from ruthless aggression.
The people of Greece can take pride in their country's role in
this endeavor, carried out in enforcement of resolutions of the
United Nations Security Council.

Today, as we join in commemorating the 170th anniversary
of Greek independence, we celebrate the continued friendship
between the Greek and American peoples. We also give thanks,
knowing that the light of democratic ideals continues to grow
in strength and brilliance around the world.

more
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the
United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in
me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby
proclaim March 25, 1991, as Greek Independence Day: A National
Day of Celebration of Greek and American Democracy. I urge all
Americans to join in appropriate ceremonies and activities in
honor of the Greek people and Greek independence.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
this twenty-fifth day of March, in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred and ninety-one, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred and fifteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

###
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freedom. pToday, we remember that our ideals and values have been

preserved at high -- the valor and sacrifice of our nation's

finest young men and women.~\ _Greek heritage is, in so many

respects, American heritage.

As A/e
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I am deeply moved to realize how important it is to
interpret for future generations the significance of our
Independence Days. We must not forget and we cannot let our
children forget -- lest the struggle be repeated. So, we
celebrate these anniversaries of freedom and we tell the old

stories in order to preserve that which we so highly value.

We are sensitive to Greek concerns about the breakup of
Yugoslavia. I have been in touch with my close friend Prime

Minister Mitsotakis about this, and as his government works

toward a solution to this problem it can be sure of our support.

—
L

This morning I want to commend the Greek-American community
for the way you have preserved your traditions. The Greek-
American culture continues to provide a model for greatness. I
could cite many examples, but I want particularly to commend the

value you place on family and tradition. Through your commitment

to strong families, your great traditions have endured and your

culture has thrived in this new land.

-_.Zzé¢»ws¢u4 ed/g- )
These values pass along from one generation

— —

to the nexFAgre the greatest of all legacies. But, these are not
just a comfortable luxury. They are a vital part of the social
capital that a nation must possess if it is to be great, but more
significantly, if it is to be good.

Today, as we join with you to commemorate the 171st

Anniversary of Greek independence, we also celebrate Archbishop

Iakovs' 33rd year as Archbishop of the Americas.
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As His Eminence was at the forefront of the march for Civil
Rights, now, the Greek-American family is at the forefront in
modeling for today's generation those enduring personal and
family values that are the necessary underpinning for continued
democracy and freedom.

I remember Archbishop Iakovos' benediction at the Republican
National Convention in 1988. He prayed that we would "carry,
renew and redefine the legacy and mandate to keep this nation
under God in an unending quest for unity, justice, moral
integrity and spiritual alertness and readiness."

On this Greek Independence Day, let that be the prayer and

challenge to us all!
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- Thank you very much for that warm welcome. It is a pleasure to

/&y\@ Se VW
Iakovos, Ed Derw1nsk1 and Ambassador Zaharakls ] sz;:%ﬁ g

- meg Gregﬁ Ind%fendence Dégxls a wonderful day for the Greek- h@w&oxf

' Amerlcan communlty and for all of us ‘who cherish freedom.  Greece can

never be just another country to the United States. The United States
and Greece are the firmest of friends and the strongest of allies. We

are committed to maintaining the close cooperation that has developed

_ with the government of Prime Minister'Mitsotakis. For instance, we

will continue to serve as a Eatalyst in the UN Secmetary General's
effort to negotiaﬁe a fair and permanent settlement to the C§prus
issue. 1In our vieﬁ there is one Cyprus, and we ﬁill continue to work
to see the island unified once agaln.

Nelther Greece nor Amerlca is a stranger to the struggle for
freedom. Today, we remember that our 1deels and values have been
preserved at high cost -- the valor and sacrifice of our nation's
finest young men and women. Greek heritage is, in so many respects,
American heritage. I am deeply moved to realize how important it is
to intefpret for future generations the significance of our
independende Days. We must not forget and we cannot let our children
fofget -- lest the struggle be repeeted. So, we celebrate these
amniversaries.of freedom and we tell the old stories in ofder to

preserve that which we so highly value. '
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This morning I want to:commend the Greek-American community for
the way you have preserved yoﬁr traditions. The Greek-American

culture continues to provide a model for greatness. I could cite many

' examples, but I want to particularly commend the value you place on

family and tradition. Through your commitment to strong families, -

. your great traditions have endured and your culture has thrived in’

this new land.
These values that have been passed along from one generation to

the next are the greatest of all legacies. But, these are not just a

'coﬁfortable luxury. They are a vital part of the social oapital that

a nation must possess if it is to be great, but more si nificantly, if
it 1s to be good. | ' ) 5;;

Be good P g

Tod/}, as we joi .'€i4§od t8 commemorate e . 1ﬂ®st Anniversary
of Greek independence, we als /celebrate Archblshop Iakovs 33rd year
éé/er hgg;oop dfi;hé/gmericas, K///:s Emlﬁé/;; w s at th//; front
of(:/: mar férﬂcivil Rights, ﬁégjnthe Greek-American. family is at

the forefront in modeling for today's generation those enduring

personal and family values that are the necessary underpinning for

f/(;memoef/Archb1sho5/;akovos' beﬁgd:-t n af/:;;/ﬁegdrifzg;/
Nat{o;;i ?EQEEHtiO iﬁ/:/ 8. prayéd/:;sxfy wouid/: arry, r‘/<;/
aﬁé<;ede§;?e/thf:;:; and d te to'keep th>g/natlon under God><;/)(/
‘5ix§re ing quest unfig/mjustlce, méigzldntéég/ry a sp{;§;;al
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his Gree Independ nce Day, let that be the prayer and

continued democrac%//pd freedom.
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challenge to us all!
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HIS EMTNENCE ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS

PRIMATE, GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH IN THE AMERICAS

 BENEDICTION
Republican National Convention

Thursday, August 18, 1988

kkkkkmawkhhhhkhrr ke kit ket o gk kiirkkk

Blessed is the Ringdom of the Fathergand of the
Son and of the BHoly Spirit

And blessed 1is the nation whose rulsr is God!l

In deep graztitude and humility we 1ift up our souls and :

hearts to You, O Eternal and Provident .Father, Who inspired the

foundlng fathers of our nation to establish a socmety of men and

women who could speak and act as we the people" in full

acceptance of their responsibility to live as a nation under ;

@oo2

God. .We thank You for enabling the delegates at this convention

to freely dlscuss and deliberate on the baSle of tha polltlcal

' phllosophy of our nation and to select and nomlnate for the

offices of the P;esident and Vice-President individuals ﬁho'cén

carry. renew and redefine the legacy and'manéate to keép this=,

,natlon under God in an unending quest for un1ty, justice, moral

1ntegr1ty and spiritual alertness and readlness.
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As we look ahead to the November electlons grant us e,

beseeach You, the prudence and good judgment to make the best

p0551b1e use of our vote guided by our constant coucern for tﬁe
welfare, progress qnd happiness of our country and its I
citizens. Gulde us toward a course of natlonal unlty and
dignify, qf intellectual honesty and moral 1n;egr1ty, and he1§
us to commit ocurselves with greater steédfastQéss to perseveré .
in the cause of freédom,'in justice and in pegce- Keep us safe,
V1g11ant and alert, lest our dream for a peaceful and peace.
lov;ng world be shattered. |

Our eyes are wide open, together with ou% heafts, in
anticipation of the realization of the:seemingly impossible
dream'for 2 one world community, dedicated toghuman and.civil:
rights, to social'equality and justice, and t§ a world,jwherein

rightecusness and love for one another shall ?ermanently_dweli.'

AMEN.




Crouse/Grossman

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT DURING THE CEREMONY
171st ANNIVERSARY OF GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

Thank you very much for that warm welcome. It is a pleasure
to welcome you back to the White House fer—this -annual—event. It
is a special pleasure to see Archbishop Iakovos, who has become a
good friend and counselor since I've been President. I'm also

pleased to welcome the Archbishop's friend , who is

visiting from Greece. Welcome!
I also want to salute Ed Derwinski. Ed—has—tried-for years

to_get-his—friends—in—the—6reek=Anerican community to adopt-him.

Since Hé is a Tormer member—of—CoNgFress;—itts-appropriate that—

your consideratien-of His request take as—long.as_it takes to-get

conigress to act!

I'm delighted to see Ambassador Zaharakis here; it is a
pleasure to recognize his outstanding record. I also see other
friends of long-standing -- Andy Athens, Alec Courtelis, Andy
Manatos -- welcome, it is good to see you!

This Greek Independence Day is a wonderful day for the

Greek-American community and for all of us who cherish freedom.

lesry <’Tﬁismnaﬁienmunderstands’5ﬁa—§H3Tés*Your—exube;ancqj,MWE‘ﬁétébréte
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jifﬁ-?6u~—~—aehiéviﬁ§_freedom is a monumental eVént.QT%&ET‘%\Q
Greece can never be just another country to the United

States. You were allies in both World Wars, in Korea, and most

recently in the effort to liberate Kuwait with outstanding

leadership'from Greek-American, General Gus Pagonis.

1 SECOND DRAFT
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égépiy—moved—%efréﬁIize how important it is to itter ret ok

//~futu§g:%fnéf§€10ns the significance of ou?ififfiiiiitjféjand-eur
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y . Neither Greece nor America is a stranger to the struggle for
freedom. “Today, we remember that—our—ideéals and values—have-been

preserved at high cost——-—the valor and sacrifice—of-eur-nations'

choicest\young_men and women. _We must_not-forget_and we eannot

4 / e

” letour-children or their.childreni forget—=="lest—the-struggie— Clmwj
have to be repeated. _So.,-we—celebraté these anniversaries of .
e .
freedom and we tell.the-old-st6¥i€s in order to preserve that
which=we—so—highly Value.

This morning I want to commend the Greek-American community
for the way you have preserved your traditions. It has become a
Vs

1

(fg;;;ém-—— your culture was the cradle of democracy. From the
At me. 7

ancient Greeks, the Western world derived ideals and philosophy,
inspiration and insight.

Today, the Greek-American culture continues to provide a
model fof greatness., I could cite many examples, but I want to
particularly commend the value you place on family and tradition.
Through your commitment to strong families, your great traditions
have endured and your culture has thrived in this new land.

You came to America and you became American; at the same

time, you retained the best of Greek traditions and you continue

to pass these along to your children and grandchildren.

SECOND DRAFT
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<i§;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;% are documenting the important

contributions you are making in America =-- your high levels of

educational attainment, your high rate of business ownership, and

your exceptionally low divorce rate. Your strength, your spirit

and your sense of comunity have -- at their core -- a commitment
to and love for your family. These values that have been passed
along from one generation to the next are the greatest of all
family legacies. But, they are not just a comfortable luxury.
They are part of the social capital that a nation must possess to
be great and more significantly, to be good.

Today, as we join with you to commemorate the 171st
anniversary of Greek independence, we also celebrate Archbishop
Iakovas' 33rd year as Archbishop of the Americas. As his
Emiﬂgnce was at the forefront of the march for Civil Rights, now,
the Greek-American family is at the forefront in modeling for
today's generation those enduring personal and family values that
are the necessary underpinning for continued democracy and
freedon.

I remember Archbishop Iakovos' benediction at the Republican
National Convention in 1988. He prayed that we would "carry,
renew and redefine the legacy and mandate to keep this nation )
under God in an unending quest for unity, justice, moral

integrity and spiritual alertness and readiness." Oon this Greek

Independence Day, let that be the prayer and challenge to us all!
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release March 25, 1991

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AND ARCHBISHOP IAKAVOS

DURING SIGNING CEREMONY
FOR
GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY PROCLAMATION
The Roosevelt Room

11:26 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much for the welcome.

Please be seated. It's a great pleasure to see sO many friends here
today. Of course, a very special pleasure just now to welcome
Archbishop Iakavos back to the Oval Office. He's been there on
several occasions since I've been President, certainly before, many
times. But it gave me an opportunity to express my respect and
appreciation for him. He's been a wonderful friend and a good
counselor on very important matters.

was a former member of the Congress. (Laughter and applause.) He's
got a lot of friends in the Greek-American community, I'll tell you.
And I also am delighted to see Ambassador Zaharakis who's here;
another man who's doing a superb job.

And I might say, before we get into the festivities of
the day, that I'm very comfortable and pleased with the relationship
between Greece and the United States. And I have great respect for
Mr. Mitsotakis who is doing a superb job. I hope you will convey
that to him, please, Mr. Ambassador.

I want to salute Ed Derwinski. He's not Greek, but he

But here we are to designate this day again, March 25th, !
Greek Independence Day. March 25th marks several turning points in
history. And just as Americans and Greeks share many common values,
we each hold this date in special reverence for the strides we've
made in the name of freedom.

t was in the spring of 1584 that the first colonists set
sail from England in search of new opportunities and independence.
One hundred and seventy years ago, the day of annunciation, 1821, the
Greek banner of revolt was first raised in the successful uprising in
the name of liberty.

The shared significance of this date is more than a
coincidence. It is just one example of the common ideals and values
the people of Greece and America hold so dear: Freedom, democracy,
human rights and justice. And under the current leadership of Prime
Minister Mitsotakis, with whom I had the pleasure of meeting twice
last year, the relationship does, as I said earlier, continue to
flourish. And I hope that he and I will meet soon again.

I'd like to take a moment to thank the people of Greece
for their support and cooperation in this historic coalition effort
to liberate Kuwait from ruthless aggression. The people of Greece
can take great pride in their country's role in protecting the rule

of law.

And so now, after again saying how pleased I am to see SO
many friends here today for this occasion, it is my pleasure to put
pen to paper and proclaim Greek Independence Day a national day of
celebration of Greek and American democracy. (Applause.)

MORE
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(The proclamation is signed.) (Applause.)

ARCHBISHOP IAKAVOS: Mr. President, on behalf of the 3
million strong Greek Orthodox community in the United States, I offer
to you our most humble thanks for signing once again today, the 25th
of March, 1991, after 170 years from the Greek independence -- the
first -- proclamation which calls all of us to uphold the ideals and
values upon which the ancient Greek and the modern American concept
of democracy is founded. :

We ask you to accept our warmest reassurance of our
continued commitment to the full support of your historic efforts to
have freedom and justice ultimately prevail, and follow the
foundation for the new world order for which you so arduously labor.

God bless you. This is our prayer =-- constant prayer --
Mr. President, and inspired strength to you as you lead the world
towards a state of permanent peace.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all. (Applause.)

END 11:42 A.M. EST




MAR-24-82 TUE 13:07

LAW LIB OF CONGRESS

.’Il 1), ”IE 7 ”7‘7‘0 T Hepha@ﬂuﬁ
e m/! SOf &, 0

;;;:Hggn_\' show the Simple, ¢
s CFCSUIC 0f arcite.s

o ey “Clre-ong of
Amierican ureh,

iyles tha e J,
iy ¢t have mﬂuun(‘cd

FAX NO. 2027071820

€an lineg g

P. 02

& We have horrowed



MAR-24-82 TUE 13:07 LAW LIB OF CONGRESS FAX NO. 2027071820

TR (e n Ve s

¢ Heritage

Stales, Greece can
cr faraway country,
s and great struc-
3 States have buen
ancient Greck tem-
1ea ave full of Greek
mg contain (ireek
ure. Even beginning
30phy know same-
and Aristotle, and
learn about Homer,
. Plays Ly Aeschylus,
sides are still stayed,
- aud sororities have

i we have barrowed
=k civilizalion, one

*valued is the form

hasen by Thomas
€ founders of our
call it by Its Greek
. For these reasons
s lias always been
ted in the allairs of

thrmselves Hellenes
untry Hcllas. Many
Greece and Greeks
s root ward, Pas.
“relaled to all the
'ene iz sormeone who

Sk P

This Minnesota family Is descon
In the carly 20th century.

loves Grecee and Greck culture. To

hellenize sumething means ko make it
maore Greek.

Thie United States has heen hellenized
o some extenl~not only by the in-
lluence of ancicnt writers any thinkers
but also hy Ity modern Grecks wha
have become Americans. Just under
00,000 Greeks immigrated to the
United States trom 1820 (ihe flrst yoor
in which Inynigrants’ nationalities wers
recorded) thrangh 1989, according ta
the LS. kmmigration and Naturalization
Service. In the 1980 US, census, D5 H56G
Persuns reported having at least partial
Greek ancestry.

These numbers are relatively small,
especially in cuinparlson to the mim-
bers of immigrants fron: other parts

of Emope, For examplc, German im-
migrants to the United States haye
outnumbered Groek immigranls by
about 1 ta 1. Evess though the United
States has becn a favorite destination
ot emigraling Greeks, the number of
Greeks who could mave to Amerlca
has heen limited by severa] things.

Some of these limitations have been
impased Ly Greek governments. During
the Balkan Wars (1912-1913), {or ex-
ample, the Greek govarnment would
not allow the emigration of men wha
could serve In the army. Througli most
of histary, however, the Greék author-
ilies have heen happy te let people of
working age emjgrate to Amcrica and
send part of their wages back to thelr
tamilies in Greece,
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the state to meet its external enemies. The
he war against Turkey and the Austrians,
ussia, captured Belgrade. However, the Ro-
stria Leopold II was suspicious of Russian
/ing the mediation of England, Prussia and
.s returned to Turkey. After another Russian
peace of 1792 established the Dnieper River
veen Russia and Turkey.
Turkish wars, the Greek hospodars Constan-
lexander Murusi of the two principalities of
lavia respectively were favoring Russia and
yrting the subject peoples, particularly the
upon the Sultan dismissed the two governors,
- of Russia, This Sultan action was confrary
 thus provoked another conflict between Rus-
flicts also developed in Europe, with the Eu.
g on one side or the other. The French under
ed at the control of the route to India, were
y the combined fleets of England and Russia,

The Pashas’ Revolts
‘the same problems that his predecessors had
ally and externally. In the domestic area, he
n the name of Islam and effected the improve-
of the army. In foreign affairs, he had to face
wer of Russia, Austria and England, but these
ernating their allegiance, while Napoleon of
y of Turkey. On June 5, 1809, a treaty was
ngland and Turkey and on May 12, 1812, 8
 wae concluded, ellowing Turkey to re-occupy
sccessful revolt by the Serbs, the Turks allowed
h 8 semi-independent state, and in 1817 the
Jbrenovich designated himself Prince of Serbia.
led Ali Pasha conquered the Mamelukes of
Pasha, the governor of Joannina, who was ter-
<s there, was slain in 1822—just about 8 year
' Greece rose against Turkey in 1821 in the war

190
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- XXVIL: THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

The Philiki Etairia
The war of independence of the Greek people against Turkey
has its historical beginning on March 25, 1821. On that day, the
Archbishop Paleon Patron Germanos raised the flag of independ-
ence at Agia Lavra, & monastery in the hills near Kalavryta, in
the Mores, now Peloponnesus. This, however, was not a sponta-

neous upr of the people against the Turkish tyranny, not
that tk Greece did not aspire to independence, i

ed awakening, leadership and organize

he spark of independence was lighted historically by Con-
stantine Rhigas of Bucharest (Rumania), a Greek poet and patriot,
who founded the Society of Hetairia (Philiki Etairia) in the late
18th Century. (Rumania, with its capital Bucharest, was under
the conquest of the Ottoman Turks after the 15th Century.) After
?he arrest and execution of Constantine Rhigas, four years later
in 1798, the Hetairia centered its activities in Odessa, where it
received the assistance of Alexander Ypsilanti of Greek descent,
who was the son of the Governor Ypsilanti of Moldavia, a Turkish
principality. Alexander Ypsilanti (the son of the governor) was
a general in the Rusgian army and used his forces to aid the
insurgents in their plans for the war of independence, but this
was not favored by Tsar Alexander, because of his opposition to
any na’glonalities, including his own, even when such revelution-
ary activities were directed against the infidel Turks.

The steady disintegration of the Ottoman Empire offered an
opportunity to the people of Greece for an effort to seek their
mde_penglence. The dynastic struggles of the Turkish imperial
fam_ﬂy, its degeneration and the aggressive assertiveness of the
Viziers coupled with the traditional power of the Jannisaries
:vhose loyalty belonged to the highest bidder appeared oppor-
unely to the Greek people for undertaking a struggle for inde-
%gnden_ce. The establishment by Ali Pasha of an independent
; ilact in Egypt and the aggressive activities of Ali Pasha of loan-
n& (Epirus) who was expanding his dominion in an open rebellion

§ ~_
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against the Sultan for the purpose of establishirig an independent
empire of his own, all provided the opportunity to the Greek people
to revolt against the Turkish tyranny.

le. The Phanariotes were the Greeks who had infiltrated the

Turkish administration and lived in the Phanari section of Con.
stantinople. They, in particular, exhibited little enthusiasm ini-
tially for the war of independence. Many Phanariotes held high
positions in the governing of the Ottoman Empire and were in
total control of the administration. They were holding four of the
great offices of the State, the Dragomans, including the princi-
palities of Moldavia and Wallachia which had become virtually
Greek preserves.

It has been historically reported that the Phanariotes were
marking time for the day, when they would be in a position to
take over the Ottoman Empire “lock, stock and barrel,” Their
predecessors, the Hellenes were more successful some one thou-
sand years earlier. The Hellenes took over the Byzantine Empire,
subsequently known as the Greek empire, a few years after Con-
stantine the Great transferred the capital of the Roman Empire
from Rome to Byzantium in 324 AD. It did not take too many
years before the Hellenistic Emperors at first and the Hellenes
later took control of the Eastern Roman Empire, which also had
decisive control and voice for many years in the European King-
doms, the successors to the Western Roman Empire.

The First Shot at Kalavryta

The first shot for independence was fired at Kalavryta, after
the raising of the flag by Archbishop Paleon Patron Germanos.
Archbishop Germanos gathered the country people and the Pro-
kairi (principal citizens) and promptly marched to Patras, some
gixty miles away. The town was captured and suffered serious
destruction, but the citadel remained in the hands of the Turkish
garrison, actually until 1828. Following the expected insurgent
casualties of war in Patras, the Sultan in reprisal executed the
Patriarch of Constantinople. This was the beginning of more in-
surrections and Turkish casualties and death by the liberating
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Greek people and a more widespread slaughtering of the Greeks
by the Turks.

The insurgents lacked coherence and organized leadership but
des?m ‘these defects they continued to gain sruund in Bforea
(Peloponnesus). Soon their advance was checked by the Turks at
the battle of Dragashani on June 18, 1821, However the spirit of
Haiteria spread in Peloponnesus and Sterea Hellada. The Mau-
romichales ¢lan under the leadership of Petros Bay of Maina
attacked Calamata, while Theodore Kolocotronis, 8 “Kleftes” and
a former armatolos in the service of the Ionian principality of the
Ottomans, inspired by a vision of the Virgin Mary, captured Kar-
ytaena. Further, Kolocotronis moved on to capture Tripolitsa, the
capital of the Vilayet (Province) by storm in September 1821,
Morea was now in the hands of the insurgents, except for a few
citadels, mainly those in Patras and Nauplion and a few lesser
forts which remained in the control of the Turks. In the following
days, the spirit of independence spread across the Isthmus of
Corinth to Boeotia and Attica, the provinces adjacent to Athensg,

The Revolt of the Islands

On the sea, Constantine Kanaris carried out a most daring
exploit which was hailed in all Europe with approval, Kanaris
loaded a flagship with explosives and steared his ship into the
Turkish squadron off Scio, The Turkish flagship burned with the
loss of 8,000 men ahoard, Following the disaster of the Turkish
naval forces, the Nissiotes (the Greek people of the island) re-
volted and declared the independence of the Islands of Spetsa,
Psara, Hydra, and Samos. Experienced sailors under the lead.
ership of Tombazas and Andreas Miaoulis organized their re-
spective fleets, with Tombazas undertaking to check the movement
of the Turkish fleet in the Aegean and Miaoulis to blockade Patras
and to guard the coast of Epirus.

Universal Support for the War

The first year of the war gave much encouragement to the
Greek people. The execution of the Patriarch Gregorius and the
Wholesale slaughter of the Greek people that followed gave a new
Impetus to the cause of Greece in Europe among the Christians,
Catholics and Protestants of the West and the Orthodox of the
East, European liberals who were already revolting against the
iron hand and the governing system of Metternich, the Austrian

ancellor (called the evil genious) sympathized with the Greek
tause of freedom and independence.
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= The liberals together with a good section of the conservative
5 politicians of Western Europe revived the memories of ancient
Hellas and the Hellenic struggle against barbarism throughout v
[ - the ages. Greek leaders were able to foster the sympathy of the 5
v West toward the Greek cauge, notably Adamantius Koraes and d
the “Kleftes” Odysseus of Ithaca, who equated the ancient accon- -
plishnients of the Hellenes to the exploits of the insurgents in the tl
* war of independence. ®
The European sympathy for the Greek cause was not universal, o
The Austrian Empire in particular was opposed to revolting in. 1§
; gurrections, since Austria had under its control several Slavonic t¢
g peoples. Russia had similar beliefs toward revolting insurrections,
France, England and Germany were vaceilating between a policy be
> of support in the war or siding with the position of the Sultan whe re
4 held that the revolt was a “Greek quarrel.” The victories of Na. on
& poleon and his friendly relations with the Turks were disliked by Kie
3 England and Russia and played a part in their aftitudes toward 0
& the war of independence. In England, George Canning was the ¢
" strongest supporter of the Greek war. There were many important b
b elements in the attitude of the European powers, these inciuded D:
. benefits derived from special concessions obtained from the Sultan of
Fis and trade opportunities, in general in the extensive areas under iz
i the control of the Ottoman Empire. Competitive interests of the o
L European powers for the acquisition of territorial controls and ga
the allotment of influence in the Hellenic territories played a part \
in their attitude toward the Greek war of independence. cit
For these very compelling reasons, the European powers were Wi
not in agreement in their support of the Greek insurgents. During of
the long period of the war and the protracted negotiations smong for
the European states, there wag no agreement to detach Greece  ° b,
from the Ottoman Empire and grant independence to the Greek et
nation. This position was long in the making. Throughout the . of
period of the turbulent life of the Ottoman Empire, when it was wit
under attack from all sides, particularly from Russia which was ~ of
straining every effort to expel the Turks from the Danubian areas ble
and the Black Sea, the European powers were ¢concerned with the Na
break-up of the Ottoman Empire. At one time, the consortium of pa:
the European powers at the Congress of Vienna some time afier thic
1809 concluded a guarantee among themselves, resolving of the hu

necessity for the preservation of the frontiers of the Ottoman

Empire in the belief that the breakup of the Ottoman Empire

would endanger the peace of the world. th'
t
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The Turkish Counter Attack

Turkey reacted decisively with plans to crush the rebellion,
While the local Turkish garrisons were resisting the Greek in-
surgents, a new opportunity was presented to the Sultan by the
death of Ali Pasha of loannina. Ali Pasha was endeavoring to
ereate his own empire around Epirus which he governed under

© the Sultan’s authority. At the same time the threatening war

with Russia was avoided by the influence of the Austrian Chan-
cellor Metternich upon Tsar Alexander. This development re-
lieved the Sultan from pressures and allowed the Turkish forces
to prosecute the war against the Greek revolutionaries,

The Sultan ovdered the Turkish forces under Khurshid Pasha,
being freed by the death of Ali Pasha of Joannina in 1822, to
retake the liberated areas of Greece. Khurshid Pasha proceeded
on the west side of Mainland Greece to retake Morea, while his
lieutenants were to march to Athens. Omar Vrioni, one of the
commanders of the Turkish forces moved South from Epirus in
the Spring of 1822, along the coast of Western Mainland Greece,
but he was initially held up at Missolonghi. Pasha Dramali of
Drama, who was serving under Ali Pasha, the son of Ali Pasha
of Ioannina, rejoined the Turkish forces and marchad across Boeo-
tia and Attica, inflicting a series of defeats on the defenders, The
combined Turkish forces arrived in Athens to rélieve the Turkish
garrison which was amassed on the Acropolis,

Omar Vrioni returned and laid siege to Missolonghi, but the
city was held by the defenders and he was forced to retreat North-
ward. Dramali crossed the Isthmus and with the “over confidence
of a barbarian” advanced to the relisfof the hard-pressed Turkish
forces at Nauplion, The provisional Greek government which had
been speedily organized by members of the insurgents fled the
tity. Demetrios Ypsilantis with a few hundred devoted members
of Haiteria and aided by Mainote Karayannis forced Dramali to
Withdraw from the Nauplion area and return north. He was short
of supplies, since the Turkish fleet failed to break through the
blackade and bring supplies to the Turkish forees in the fort at

auplion, On the retreat, Dramali’s forces which had so easily
Passed earlier through the straits of Argolis, were annihilated by

the Greek insurgents by simply using an avalanche of boulders
burled upon the invaders,

. Europe’s Involvement
The iridefinite results of the revolition and the confusion among

e leaders brought perplexed reaction among the Greek forces

195




‘M‘HR‘—'2.4-92 TUE 12:38 LAW LIB OF CONGRESS FAX NO, 727[527071820

. of independence. This development coupled with the uncontrolled some
. execution of the Greek people by the Sultan'’s forces prompted a to th
= general sympathy throughout Europe for the Greek cause, On
- March 23, 1823, George Canning, the strongest friend of the
f K Greek people in England, prevailed upon the English government Tk
2 to recognize the Greek insurgents as a belligerent party, giving spea
the Greek armed forces international recognition and belligerent and’
i standing, This enabled Greece to receive loan funds from Europe ilar]
to carry out the wat, although from the military point of view, dem
o the situation had not greatly improved. resp
N The English action prompted Tsar Alexander of Russia to coun- Plﬂc,
teract the English initiative by proclaiming its treaty rights to A
Wi pratect the Orthodox Christians. This traces its origin to the beet
. Russo-Turkish Treaty of 1773 et Bucharest, under which the Sul. atlo
& tan granted Russia the right to protect the rights of the Orthodox Tore
' Christians in the Ottoman Empire. In this general shape of the
A things, Tsar Alexander called a meeting of European states in St. fati
[ Petershurg in April 1824 to consider the Greek position, The cap
decision at the meeting authorized Austria and Russia to act as The
3 joint madiators but the offer was refused by the Sultan. for,
The Renewed Turkish Threat
The retreat of the Turkish forces in the baitlefields of Greete - ¢
under the persistent pressure of the insurgents slarmed the Sul- oce
tan Mahmud who had decided to crugh the rebellion. To carry out tat
his plans Mahmud negotiated an agreement with Mehemet All 0t
Pasha, governor of Egypt, promising him the governorship of Bis
Morea, Syria, and Damascus in return for employing his forces 6,
against the Greek insurgents. A large Egyptian army under Ibra- 5t
him Pasha, son of Mehemet Ali, was assembled. The Egyptisn - °_f
fleet sailed from Alexandria June 19, 1824, with specific purpose - BK
of arriving £t Suda Bey in Crete. The island had come under re
Egypt’s rule a year earlier, In the meantime the Turkish fleet th
ventured out to the sea and attcked Samos, but it was defea to
by Miaoulis, using his famous fireships. ) o
Ibrahim Pasha occupied Suda Bay on a second attempt, having &
been repulsed by the Greek forces on his initia} attempt to land. 1t
In Crete, Ibrahim Pasha completed preparations and departing U
on February 25, 1825, arrived at Modon in Morea with g force of B
4,000 of regular infantry and five-hundred cavalry, Although the
Creek people disliked the Ecﬁyptians, no serious defense was un-
dertaken against the invading forces of Ibrahim Pasha. ol 5

there, Torahim Pasha laid siege to Navarino, where a for
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