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“DIVINE WIND,” known to the

' Japanese as kamikaze, over- By TORAO MOZAI
[ et | whelmed a Mongol invasion fleet Photographs by

off Japan in 1281, reportedly KOJI NAKAMURA

s.lnklng 4,000 ships and claiming 100,000 Paintings by ISSHO YADA
llves—the s_econd SUCh storm to turn MONGOLIAN INVASION MEMORIAL MUSEUM, JAPAN
back Kublai Khan’s plans for conquest.

Thus was born the kamikaze legend.
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EVER BEFORE in history—

- and perhaps never to this

day—had such an armada

been assembled. It numbered

4,400 ships with 142,000

troops aboard, and their orders were simple:

Sail from ports in China and Korea, invade

the islands of Japan, and conquer them in

the name of the great Mongol emperor,
Kublai Khan.

Instead, they themselves were con-
quered, not by naval action but by astormso
terrible that even today Japanese refer to it
as kamikaze—divine wind. The year was
1281, the Mongol fleet was virtually de-
stroyed, and Japan escaped foreign occupa-
tion for the next six and a half centuries,
until the end of World War II.

As a student of naval history as well as a
professor of engineering, I have long been
fascinated by the Mongol invasion of Japan.
Infact there were twoinvasions, onein 1274
and the second in 1281, both abruptly termi-
nated by storms (map, opposite). The 1274
invasion was on a smaller scale than the one
that followed, and thus it resulted in fewer
losses. Yet together the two events cost
. Kublai Khan dearly and dashed his dream
of an overseas empire.

The disaster of 1281 occurred at Taka-
shima, a smallisland off Kyushu in the west-
ern part of my native Japan. There with a
skilled team of divers, scientists, and engi-
neers, I have spent the past three summers
exploring for the sunken remains of the
Mongol fleet, under a grant from the Japa-
nese Ministry of Education. So far we have
recovered a number of artifacts from the
fleet and have developed promising new
techniques for detection of other items bur-
ied beneath the ocean floor.

APANESE HISTORIES offer detailed ac-
counts of the Mongolinvasions. Both were
launched by Kublai Khan, whose grand-

father Genghis Khan founded the Mongol

Empire. The noted 19th-century Japanese
artist Issho Yada devoted a lifetime to pro-
ducing such dramatic scenes from the inva-
sions as the one shown on the preceding
pages and others accompanying this article.

In 1268, having conquered northern Chi-
na and Korea, Kublai Khan demanded sub-
mission from Japan. The Japanese ignored

the command, and the khan prepared to in-
vade their island stronghold. Finally, in
November of 1274, a fleet of 900 ships
and 40,000 Mongol, Chinese, and Korean
troops arrived at Kyushu’s Hakata Bay.

After a day’s successful fighting, the in-
vaders retired for the night. But that eve-
ning a storm threatened the fleet at anchor,
forcing the ship captains to put to sea. The
storm eventually overtook the fleet, sinking
200 ships and bringing the total cost in lives
to 13,500.

Despite the toll, Kublai Khan prepared
another attack. By the spring of 1281 a vast
armada that would consist of 4,400 ships
and 142,000 Mongol, Chinese, and Korean
troops began assembling in ports of China
and Korea forasecond assaulton Japan. (By
contrast, the famed Spanish Armada three
centuries later numbered only 130 ships and
27,500 men.)

This time the Japanese were well pre-
pared. During the seven-year interval they
had built a wall around Hakata Bay, a mas-
sive structure some 2.5 meters high and 20
kilometers long.

The Mongols apparently had no knowl-
edge of the wall; they landed the advance
portion of their army directly in front of it
(page 649). The close quarters robbed them
of their most successful tactic—the lightning
cavalry charge that had routed the finest
armies of Asia and Eastern Europe.

The two armies were closely matched,
and skirmishes raged around Hakata Bay.
Neither side could gain a clear advantage,
and atlength theinvaders reembarked. Sail-
ing westward, they joined the main body of
their army, which had finally arrived after a
two-month delay in China. At last all the
ships and most of the troops were assem-
bled. Toward the end of July the combined
force attacked Takashima and prepared to
invade mainland Kyushu.

Meanwhile the emperor of Japan and oth-
er high-ranking officials besought the aid of
the gods, performing elaborate Shinto cere-
monies at shrines throughout the country on
behalf of the defendingarmy. Asifinanswer
to their prayers, the divine wind struck the
Takashima area in August—with devastat-
ing effect.

Estimates of the Mongol losses vary, but
most accounts set the ships sunk at 4,000.

National Geographic, November 1982
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The troop casualties probably exceeded
100,000, including those drowned at sea and
others slaughtered by the Japanese on Taka-
shima. The Mongols never seriously threat-
ened Japan again,

of the Mongol fleet lay largely undis-
turbed on the seafloor off Takashima.
Fishermen occasionally brought up by hand
or in their nets such items as earthenware
Jars, stone bowls, and fragments of porce-
lain, but no systematic exploration of the

'FOR SEVEN CENTURIES the remains

638

artifact-rich site was ever undertaken.

In 1980 I'received a three-year grant from
the Japanese Ministry of Education to de-
velop experimental techniques in underwa-
ter archaeology, a field in which Japan has
lagged behind many other countries. With
the Mongol fleet in mind, my colleagues and
I selected the waters surrounding Taka-
shima as ideal for testing those new meth-
ods. One of the major problems in undersea
exploration is the difficulty of seeing be-
neath the ocean floor.

Until recently, nonmetallic objects buried

National Geographic, November 1982
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beneath a foot or two of sand or silt were
invisible even to the most sensitive under-
water detection instruments, such as side-
scan sonar and magnetometers. As a result,
archaeologists could locate such objects only
by choosing a likely spot on the seafloor and
excavating it over a wide area.

For some years T had worked with Japan’s
pioneer underwater archaeologists: Profes-
sor Shinsuke Araki of Tokyo’s Rikkyo Uni-
versity, Professor Yoshio Oe of Kyoto, and
the distinguished Professor Emeritus Na-
mio Egami of the University of Tokyo.

The Lost Fleet of Kublai Khan

Sheathed in barnacles, a sword believed
to have been carried by a Mongol cavalry
officer emerges from the bottom in the
hands of divers (left). Other artifacts
recovered offshore fill cartons at Taka-
shima’s port (below).

I had felt the challenge and frustrations of
excavating whole areas of the ocean floor for
the recovery of a few artifacts or, in some
cases, no artifacts at all. .

Geologists, I knew, employ a device
known as a subbottom profiler, or sono-
probe, which uses sound waves to map for-
mations of rock and sediment beneath the
ocean floor. Although the instrument is de-
signed to record massive layers of rock, I
wondered if it could be used to locate smaller
objects, such as buried artifacts.

I took the question to a firm in Tokyo,

i B e i e L e T S R TIC




The mighty Kublai Khan, stern-faced in this
portrait, ruled a domain stretching from the
Black Sea to the South China Sea. His officers
carried emblems of authority such as the

bronze seal (left), pro-
claiming its owner a
leader of as many as a
thousand soldiers.
Mongol troops (fac-
ing page) pierce the
hands of a Japanese
woman to pass ropes
through the wounds and
hang her, along with
others, from the bow of
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Kokusai Kogyo, Co., Ltd., which special-
izesin undersea geologic exploration. Could
a sonoprobe—or a Sonostrater, as Kokusai
Kogyo calls its version of the instrument—
be used to locate small objects buried be-
neath the seafloor? Kokusai Kogyo believed
it could. The firm generously loaned me one
of its models, and with a small team of engi-
neers I took it to Takashima for testing.

HE PRELIMINARY results were

promising butinconclusive. With the

Sonostrater mounted in a chartered
boat, we crisscrossed an area where Chinese
and Mongol artifacts had been brought up in
the past by fishermen. As the Sonostrater
scanned an area as deep as 30 meters be-
neath the ocean floor, its black-and-white
recording paper revealed layers of subsur-
face rock, together with smaller features
that might be artifacts, scattered debris, in-
dividual rocks, or merely buried clumps of
seashells. Although the Sonostrater could
indeed distinguish between massive layers
of rock and smaller objects, it gave few clues
asto what those smaller objects were. Clear-
ly it needed to be modified for use in under-
water archaeology.

Back in Tokyo I went to see a friend, Iso
Tanaka, the vice president of Koden Elec-
tronics Co., Ltd. Several years earlier Ko-
den had developed a type of color sonar
designed to locate schools of fish and to indi-
cate their type as well as the size of the
school. If we could adapt Koden’s color pro-
cess to the Sonostrater, we might have a tru-
ly remarkable instrument, one that could
locate buried objects and give some clue as
to the materials they were made of. Such a
device I call simply a color probe.

Koden’s engineers took on the job, and by
late 1980 they had produced an experimen-
tal model. The instrument analyzes the rela-
tive hardness of buried objects by using
varying wavelengths of sound, in much the
same way a prism separates light into the
various colors of the spectrum.

Objects made of the hardest materials,
such as stone, metal, or porcelain, register
on the color probe’s screen as bright red.
Softer materials, such as wood, appear or-
ange, and even softer materials, such as
sand and silt, register yellow or light green.
At the end of the scale in terms of softness,

National Geographic, November 1982

T T TEtTe

74

£

S=IAY

o

f

3L

by

Lo

N

]

[t

A,

.
“




0., Ltd., which special-
logic exploration. Could
Sonostrater, as Kokusaj
sion of the instrument—
small objects buried be-
Kokusai Kogyo believed
enerously loaned me one

ith a small team of engi-
kashima for testing,

INARY results were
tinconclusive. With the
nounted in a chartered
1anarea where Chinese
shad been broughtupin
en. As the Sonostrater
deep as 30 meters be-
or, its black-and-white
ealed layers of subsur-
with smaller features

erely buried clumps of
the Sonostrater could

nt to see a friend, Iso
sident of Koden Elec-
eral years earlier Ko-

type of color sonar

we might have a tru-
ent, one that could
nd give some clue as

ok on the job, and by
luced an experimen-
ent analyzes the rela-
d objects by using
sound, in much the
arates light into the
ctrum.
hardest materials,
porcelain, register
reen as bright red.
wood, appear or-
materials, such as
llow or light green.
terms of softness,

hic, November 1982

<4
R R e I S A

T TN T AT e It TR e R e g AT ATT .




1

e efribe mae Lt it i Af‘&‘ o e g ‘
. . o -

s - .

2 SN

N S &
<o %@mﬁ‘?"" e .

L]

P
9
-

Like human surf, wave after wave of Mongol warriors sweeps ashore at Hakata
Bay on Kyushu in their second invasion of Japan. Unaware of the wall built by the
Japanese after the 1274 invasion, the khan’s advance Jorces landed at the same
point and met with fierce resistance at water’s edge. In the Mongol arsenal of weap-
ons were poisoned arrows, maces, lassos, and javelins that could be hurled great

National Geographic, November 1982
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distances. The Japanese fought back with bows and arrows, spears, swords, and
wooden shields, and with a great fierceness inspired by defense of homeland. During
the first invasion Japanese warriors were hampered by their tradition of individual
combat, in contrast to the Mongols’ large-scale troop maneuvers. By 1281, however,
the defenders knew their enemy’s ways, and proved a match for the invaders.

The Lost Fleet of Kublai Khan
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water appears in its natural color, blue. good condition, while the exposed portion
In the summer of 1981 we returned to  was so heavily encrusted that it was almost
Takashima with the color probe and a vol-  unrecognizable.

unteer team of some 30 divers, scientists, With the color probe still in an experimen-
and technicians. The search for the Mongol tal stage, we continued to rely on our divers
fleet had begun. for the search and recovery of artifacts. One

of their most common finds, the heavy stone

HILE my engineering colleagues bowls, intrigued me. Each bowl had a dis-

Wand I experimented with the color tinctive notch in its rim, obviously for the

probe, our divers began recovering purpose of pouring.

sunken artifacts almost at once. By means of Itheorized that the bowls may have been

hand tools and air lifts they scoured the used for mixing gunpowder, since historical

ocean floor off Takashima, bringing up a accounts mention the use of stone vessels in
variety of items including what appeartobe  that process.

13th-century Chinese and Korean tools and Among our most intriguing finds off Ta-

implements. kashima were bricks. They were slightly

. Notall our finds were antique. Inthe sev-  thinner than modern bricks, and some histo-
en centuries since Kublai Khan’s fleet went  rians believe the Mongols used them to build
to the bottom, countless Japanese and for- small blacksmith forges aboard ship for
eign vessels have followed it, not to mention  making horseshoes and repairing weapons.
seven centuries’ worth of items lost or Otherscholars maintainthat the bricks were
thrown overboard. So our finds include ev-  carried by Chinese troops, perhaps to build
erything from a barnacle-encrusted sword, shrines ashore as soon as they landed in or-
probably wornbya 13th-century Mongolof-  der to pray for victory. In 1281 the Chinese
ficer, to a modern tako tsubo—an earthen- never had time to erect shrines; the bricks
ware octopus trap. went down with the invaders.

The variety of older items was nonethe- During our stay on Takashima, the 4,000
less remarkable. Within lessthantwo weeks islanders became increasingly fascinated
ourdivingteamsrecoveredironspearheads, with our work. By chance we had arrived
iron and copper nails, stone anchors, heavy duringthe 700th anniversary of the invasion o
stone bowls, curiously shaped bricks, iron of 1281, anevent that theislanders celebrate
ingots, and quantities of porcelain and every 50 years with a festival. -
earthenware pots, vases, bowls, and dishes. Over the years fishermen of Takashima
Most of the ceramic artifacts had long been  have brought up most of the historical trea-
reduced to fragments, but a few were recov-  suresrecovered from the Mongol fleet. Some
ered intact. of the artifacts were sold to private collec-

The condition of the artifacts provided tors, but others made their way into muse- ]
clues to their history under the sea. In gen- ums such as the one at Hakata Bay, now the
eral the longer a bowl or spearhead had site of the modern port city of Fukuoka.

remained on the surface of the ocean floor, In a lecture I congratulated the islanders
the more badly it was corroded or encrusted  for donating a number of their finds for pub-
with marine growth. lic display, and I suggested the time had

The cavalry sword offered a perfect ex- come for Takashima to have its own muse-
ample (pages 638-9). It had sunk in shallow um. The museum could be furnished with
water and by chance landed upright, with  the artifacts we had recovered and with oth-
its point and part of the blade embedded in - ers retrieved by the islanders.
the sand. The buried section was in quite Next day an assortment of about 30

Hit-and-run raiders in a small Japanese boarding craft launch a lightning attack on
the Mongol fleet as it lies at anchor in Hakata Bay. Lacking a large navy in 1281, Japa-
nese authorities also enlisted local pirates to harass the enemy at sea. So successful
were the raids that Chinese and Korean ship captains took to chaining their vessels to-
gether in long lines abreast to minimize boarding opportunities.

644 National Geographic, November 1982 '




NTIL THE AUTHOR BEGAN a
systematic search for remains of the
Mongol fleet, the only artifacts recovered
were those brought up accidentally in
fishermen’s nets. Although the historic
treasures pictured may date from
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the Asian mainland. Yet scholars agree
that these artifacts are typical of the
possessions the invaders carried
aboard ship on an overseas campaig‘fi. i
The one-foot-high statue (below)
is a representation of the so-called
Kanzeon Bosatsu, a deity regarded
by Buddhists as a symbol of mercy
and revered by the Mongols as a
protector of their armies. Like
the items at right the Kanzeon
Bosatsu forms part of the
collection of the Mongolian [
Invasion Memorial Museum
near Fukuoka, today’s port city
{ on Hakata Bay.
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ceramic artifacts retrieved from the ocean
floor were donated by various islanders
toward the start of a local museum.

One of the donations was an almost unbe-
lievable treasure: a perfectly preserved
bronze seal measuring 6.5 centimeters
square, with an inscription engraved in the
face (page 640). The seal was presented to
me by an islander named Kuniichi Mukae,
who had found it seven years before on one
of Takashima’s beaches and had tossed the
curiosity into his toolbox. There the seal lay
forgotten until Mr. Mukae heard my lec-
ture, whereupon he retrieved it as some-
thing of possible interest.

Interest was immediate, for the seal was a
rarity, The inscription was in a written form
of Mongolian language commissioned by
Kublai Khan himself. The dynasty had had
no official written language until the year
1271, when the khan ordered a Tibetan
monk by the name of Phags-pa to create one.

Theseal must have belonged to an officer,
for the inscription reads: “The seal of a lead-
er of between one hundred and one thou-
sand soldiers.” On the back of the seal a
date—“the 14th year of Zhi-yuan”—ap-
pears in Chinese characters. Zhi-yuan was
the name given the era of Kublai Khan’s
rule, so the year was actually 1277.

From the two inscriptions we can deduce
that the owner of the seal was an officer of
some importance, who may have taken part
inthe firstinvasion of Japan and who proba-
bly died in the course of the second one.

S WE PROBED the seafloor off Taka-
shima, we gradually developed a pic-

ture of how the Mongol fleet had
perished. The majority of ships, we decided,
must have been anchored to the south of the
island, the direction from which the divine
wind had struck. As a consequence the ves-
sels were either sunk or driven ashore along
Takashima’s southern coast, which is where
we found nearly all the artifacts. The bronze
officer’s seal had also been discovered

-

on one of the island’s southern beaches.

Though Takashima’s offshore waters
proved to be immensely rich in artifacts, we
brought up only a small fraction of what we
found. Our funds were limited, and it would
have been senseless to remove artifacts we
knew we could not hope to preserve.

Stone and ceramic items suffer relatively
little damage out of water, but those of wood
or metal quickly deteriorate when exposed
to air. They are safer left buried beneath the
seafloor, where they have survived for cen-
turies, and retrieved only when they can be
properly cared for.

After three weeks of exploration we
ceased operations and left Takashima for
Tokyo, where further experiments with the
color probe convinced me that the device
was a potentially valuable tool in underwa-
ter archaeological research.

Soit has turned out. During the past sum-
mer season the color probe hasled our divers
to a number of artifacts buried as much as a
meter beneath the seafloor. The 1982 season
has seen a variety of additional finds and has
contributed substantially to our knowledge
of a critical period in Japanese history.

HEREIS a great deal more to learn.
l We have yet to find the actual re-
mains of a ship lost in 1281, and no
one has located the 200 or more vessels that
sank following the invasion of 1274. Three
small islands lying between Kyushu and Ko-
rea—T'sushima, Iki, and Hirado Jima—fig-
ured prominently in one or both invasions,
and their waters have yet to be explored.
The color probe has proved extremely
promising, but it requires additional work. I
believe that in time it can be improved to the
point of defining the shape of an artifact as
well as determining its location and the ma-
terial from which it is made. The applica-
tions of such a device are limitless, not only
in underwater archaeology but also in the
other ocean sciences. The search for Kublai
Khan’s fleet is merely a beginning, 0

Japanese counterattack routs the Mongol invaders before the defense wall at
Hakata Bay in 1281. For the second invasion the Japanese were superbly prepared,
with an army of 100,000 stationed on Kyushu and 25,000 troops in reserve on the
neighboring island of Honshu. The latter were unnecessary; the kamikaze dealt
the final blow, putting an end to Kublai Khan’s dream of an overseas empire.

648

National Geographic, November 1982
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Their nation’s dynamic
economic growth is shadowed
by recurring civil discontent.
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Deferring to the city’s old South Gate, traffic swirls through Seoul.
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N A RAINY November morning in

a village near Chiri Mountain

in South Korea, I stood awk-

wardly outside the small

room of the Organization for

Respecting Elders with a bag

of pears in one hand and my

shoes in the other. The wet slopes were

shrouded by low-hanging clouds. Inside, a

group of old men, sitting cross-legged on the

floor in their stocking feet, looked up from

their conversation and motioned for me to en-

ter. The floor was bonded with mulberry pa-

per and polished to a golden sheen, and on the
wall a large pendulum clock ticked quietly.

Thad brought the fruit for a rice farmer who

had served me some kinichi the previous eve-

ning—kimchi being the incendiary pickled

cabbage that no Korean is without. He now

smiled in greeting, indicating by his eyes who,

~——> in this status-conscious country, would do the

talking: Mr. Koh, a handsome gray-haired
man wearing the traditional baggy trousers
tied at the waist and ankles and a green satin
coat hung with large pendant buttons of glass.

Mr. Koh spoke briefly of the December elec-
tion, saying that the men were for Kim Dae
Jung, the opposition politician who was born
in this province of South Cholla. The govern-
ment party candidate, Roh Tae Woo, was
“just a continuation of military rule.” -

Since the end of World War II, when it was
freed from 35 years of Japanese occupation,
South Korea has been ruled in succession by
three dictators: a civilian, Syngman Rhee, and
two army officers, Park Chung Hee and Chun
Doo Hwan. Following Park’s assassination in
1979, General Chun’s coup against the mili-
tary command succeeded because his close
friend, Gen. Roh Tae Woo, supported him by
bringing troops into Seoul. On June 10, 1987,
President Chun picked Roh as his successor,
touching off mass demonstrations that occu-
pied the world media and abated only when
Roh made asurprise capitulation to opposition
demands for direct presidential elections, the
first in 16 years, which he won—with 37 per-
cent of the ballots—over a divided opposition.

The man next to me began complaining how
the leader of the village farming cooperative
was appointed, not elected—no particular
surprise, as the co-ops are essentially govern-
mental and the only elected officials in
the country are the president and members
of the National Assembly. All other officials,
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including the mayor of this village, are ap-
pointed by the central government in Seoul.

Mr. Koh interrupted him. “Don’t talk of
that in front of the foreigner.”

“What’s wrong with telling the truth? Let
him know,” the man said. Koh cut him off and
changed the subject. Koreans are preoccupied
with appearances, especially for foreigners,
and they are not comfortable with saying pre-
cisely what they think or how they feel.

“If we hadn’t had help from the U. S. in the
Korean War,” Koh said, “I don’t think we
would be living this kind of good life now.
When we were growing up, we suffered from
not having enough to eat.” I asked about those
days. He shifted to another theme. “Regretta-
bly this young generation doesn’t care for the
tradition of showing respect for the elderly.”

Centuries of Confucian culture and rule
have layered an authoritarian hierarchy on
Korean society—ruler over subject, parents
over children, husband over wife, elder over
younger. Only friends are equals. Status is re-
flected even in the language, with different
verb endings for a higher person to use when
talking to a lower, and the reverse. Young
Koreans often forget these intricate linguistic
subtleties when talking to elders.

The agrarian Confucian society of the vil-
lage has been wrenched into this century al-
most overnight. It’s no wonder it has been in
turmoil. In 1953 the entire peninsula lay dev-
astated by the Korean War, and millions of
Koreans were dead. In the 1960s you could still
see bullock carts on the streets of Seoul. The
south bank of the Han River, which flows

through Seoul (map, page 243), was mud flats.
Today it is metastasizing with office and
apartment buildings to the horizon. -

Twenty-five years ago 70 percent of Kore- |
ans were farmers. Today there are an impres-
sive number of Ph.D.’s among their bright
technocrats, and 65 percent of the population

is urban—a vast, sudden uprooting. One ofJ

Patient hands tend a young girlina
working-class district of Seoul; her face
seems to belie the toughness for which
Koreans are known. Despite numerous
invasions, and colonization by the Japa-
nese for a third of this century, Koreans
remain one of the world’s most homoge-
neous peoples. This September South

Korea will open its 5675 as Rost of the

Seoul Summer Olympic Games.

—

National Geographic, August 1988
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every four South Koreans lives in Seoul, and
more keep arriving, emptying the country-
side, moving again and again—a distinctly
mobile, crowded society. With the kind of fre-
netic traffic jams that commuters on the Holly-
wood Freeway would appreciate, Seoul is
where the money is, the prestige, the influ-

| _ ence, the power, the smog.

In 1961 Gen. Park Chung Hee seized power
by coup and surrounded himself with econo-
mists educated in the West. They helped him
make South Korea, with virtually no natural
resources, a world trader. Park raised interest
rates to attract money into banks, got the econ-
omy rolling by building bases and supplying
troops for the U. S. in Vietnam, and borrowed
deeply from abroad to go into heavy industry.

South Korea claims the world’s highest
annual growth rate—12 percent—in gross
national product (GNP). The nation now runs
a ten-billion-dollar trade surplus with the
United States and a deficit with Japan, in
effect buying Japanese technology with dol-
lars but encountering U. S. protectionism for
its reluctance to open its own markets.

And what markets. Next to the man selling
generators a woman sells dried squid; stalls are
full of conduit pipe or strawberries, tennis
shoes; dried fish, tuxedos —labyrinthine mar-
kets, miles of underground arcades, a cacoph-
onous mercantilism that makes the American

v shopping mall look abandoned. The irony is

that Koreans have a national savings rate of 33
percent. They need it because they have no
unemployment or retirement benefits and
virtually no bank financing for consumers.
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South Korea’s ecopomy is dominated by big &€

conglomerates, or chaebol—Daewoo, Hyun-
dai, Samsung, Lucky-Goldstar—wired to the
government by money and connections. Last
year the Hyundai Excel was the hottest import
carin the U. S., and now the Pontiac LeMans
is rolling in from Daewoo’s plant in Puchon.
South Korea manufactures fuselage sections
for the F-16 and wing parts for the 747. Itis the
world’s 12th largest trading nation.

Junior staff in a chaebol —that most hierar-
chical of institutions—salute the boss as in
the military. One who is regularly saluted is

National Geographic, August 1988
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“Without risks, how canyou
get chances?” asks Daewoo




a Kim Woo Choong, the founder and head of

Daewoo. He is 51 years of age and in motion
when still. He takes no vacations, no week-
ends off. Kim began Daewoo just 21 years ago.
Itdidn’t hurt that he always had close connec-
tions with President Park Chung Hee, but no
one denies that his energy and salesmanship
have largely been the reason for the success
of this highly leveraged, seven-billion-dollar
conglomerate. We met one Sunday in his large
office across from the Seoul Railway Station
and then moved next door to the Hilton—
which his wife runs—for lunch.

“In a country with a $2,800 per capita
'LGNP, ” he said, “we shouldn’t play golf. Poor

The South Koreans

people can’t afford that. I tell my executives,
‘No golf.” In Korea nobody respects business-
men because, historically, doing business was
low-class, and they weren’t well-educated.
Now they are. Before I die, I want to see busi-
nessmen respected as much as professors.

“Korean advertising makes it appear that
we are an advanced country. It’s not true. We
can copy, modify. Design? We buy that. It
may take 20 years for basic science to develop
here. The U. S. is pushing Korea hard to open
our markets. We have no choice. We are a
trading country and have to compete. We need
the technology.”

At a breakfast in the Chosun Hotel, sur-
rounded by Westerners and Koreans cutting
deals, Jack Ward of General Motors in Seoul
said, “Koreans won'’t settle for second best.
They don’t think compromise. They want to
win 100 percent. At the start of a business deal
the Westerner is ready to do business in five
minutes. I sense immediately the confusion on
the Korean’s face. He sees this meeting as
building personal relationships. Then he be-
gins adapting, trying to do business the West-
ern way. Koreans know how to survive.”

Allen Patrick of Ford Motor Company told ~
me, “I’ve worked in Brazil, Mexico, Europe.
I’ve never seen people work as hard as Kore-
ans. They make the Japanese seem lazy by
comparison. They can also be hardheaded.”

-

ODERN KOREAN SOCIETY seldom
reflects the Confucian ideals of
serenity and calm. Koreans are
intense, visceral, impatient,
fractious, raucous. They touch

alot; men squeeze your knee to make a point,

walk arm in arm, shove past you on the side-
walks, shoulder ahead to be first in line, and
drive as if pedestrians and other cars are tar-
gets. Arguments detonate out of nowhere.

This is aman’s world, and they’re out late ev-

ery night singing, carousing, and drinking like

fish. Men with status strut on their heels, chest
out, arms parenthetical —“Out of my way!”

Every Korean has a group of lifelong
friends toward whom loyalty is as important as
affection. “Qualifications are not nearly so
important as what province you come from or
what school you attended,” an American
banker observed. “Everything’s personal
here! It’s maddening!”

Political parties, especially among the
opposition, are not aggregations of people
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Feast of the Lanterns, the celebration
of Buddha’s birthday, sets the night
aglow at Toson Temple, north of Seoul.
A common symbol in the East, the swas-
tika was emblazoned in hopes of good

fortune. During the Choson dynasty
(1392-1910), the influence of Buddhism
lessened as the court emphasized the
teachings of Confucius. Though its active
followers have dwindled in number, Con-
fucianism with its ethic of obedience to
hierarchy still deeply influences society.

with similar philosophies and goals so much as

factions clinging to a personality, splitting and

resplitting overnight—enough cabals and
_vendettas to jump-start Byzantium.

.———> The National Assembly and judiciary have
been compliant to the demands of the Blue
House, from which the president exercises
power principally through the intelligence
agencies: the KCIA (now the Agency for Na-
tional Security Planning) and especially the
Defense Security Command (DSC), which has
agents throughout the army—the ultimate
power—and beyond. Both Chun and Roh
were commanding generals of the DSC.

———> Inhisinaugural address President Roh said,
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“The day when freedoms and human rights
could be slighted in the name of economic
growth and national security has ended. The
day when repressive force and torture in secret
chambers were tolerated is over.” That is new
language from the Blye House. South Koreans
hope he means it, and can deliver.

N PROPER KOREAN FASHION; I held my
glass with two hands as Min filled it
with beer. Then to reciprocate his ges-
ture of friendship, I picked up the bot-
tle—both hands again—and poured

beer into his glass.

Min *works for a small export company,
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finding Korean manufacturers for American
firms that sell batteries, toys, garden tools,
barbecue grills. On this Sunday afternoon we
were sitting around a low table in his living
room. in Seoul with a group of his friends,
watching a boxing match on television. Like
Min, they were all middle-aged, middle-class,
and male, but unlike most Korean friendships,

which center around the same school class or
hometown, these men were drawn together by
a tennis court in the huge apartment complex

where they live.

“Frankly, we don’t go out with our families

often,” said Min, a short, rectangular man. “1
love tennis too much.”
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Treading a well-worn path, South Korean
soldiers patrol the Demilitarized Zone
separating their country from North
Korea. Loudspeakers on either side of

the DMZ blare propaganda berating the
government of the opposing nation.

A key rattled in the lock, and Min’s wife en-
tered the apartment. Compact and all direct
current, she is a rarity, a working wife, man-
aging a large crew of women who sell chil-
dren’s books door-to-door. In the past, women
were not permitted outside the home after
dusk, and today few Korean men—Min is
one—encourage their wives to work.

“Have you offered anything to eat?” Mrs.
Min asked. “No,” said Min impishly, “be-
cause there was no woman around to serve it.”
She waved away their laughter, removed her
coat, and bustled around the kitchen.

Professor Lee, an economist, had sold his
house in Seoul before going to the States for his
Ph.D., and now, having returned, he felt
trapped by the soaring real estate prices.
“Suppose you want to buy a $60,000 apart-
ment,” he said. “You save $30,000 and raise
the other $30,000 from friends. Then, with the
deed as mortgage, you borrow $30,000 from a
bank to pay back your friends. But the bank
wants its money back in three years. Practical-

<% ly speaking, there is little credit in Korea.”

Mrs. Min brought in dishes of kimchi and
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REPUBLIC OF

KOREA

GENTURIES OF ISOLATION ended when the
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e
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Hermit Kingdom opened to Western trade

in the late 1800s. Japan colonized Korea
from 1910 to 1945. After World War II, Soviet
troops occupied the north. The U. S.-controlled
south became the Republic of Korea in 1948.

The end of the 1950-53 Korean War left the
two Koreas fighting a cold war that continues
today. In the 1970s South Korea was alarmed by
the discovery of tunnels leading from the North
Korea side. The Kumgangsan Dam, begun
in 1986, also raises concern. South Korea
claims that areas south of the Demilitarized
Zone, including Seoul, could be flooded
accidentally, or even intentionally as
part of an invasion. Though North
Korea denies any hostile intent, South
Korea is building the Peace Dam
to control potential flooding.

Poor in fossil fuel deposits, South
Korea augments its hydroelectric
production with four nuclear
power plants.

(.
| GROWING EXPORTS

Heavily dependent upon exports,

South Korea sold 35 percent

of its gross national product

| abroad in 1986. Between
1970 and 1986 the value

. of exports rose nearly
40-fold.

1970 1975 1980 1985 1986




DEMILITARIZED ZONE
tBoundary reflects the battle line
t the end of the Korean War.
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Mortally wounded by shrapnel from a
riot-police tear-gas canister, student Lee
Han Yol slumps in the arms of a friend
during an antigovernment rally at
Seoul’s Yonsei University onJune9,
1987. Another canister flies overhead.
Tony Chung of Reuters news agency
appears at lower left; his photograph of
the scene inspired the printing of banners
and cloth patches. Violent demonstra-
tions forced the first direct presidential
election in 16 years last December-.

marinated beef redolent of garlic, but she ate
in the kitchen with her sister and mother. Ex-
cept in the kisaeng houses, where night after
night Korean men drop an astounding amount
of money for whiskey and pretty women, men
socialize with men and women with women.

Professor Moon said, “Although I was
Western-educated, I have never told my wife
‘I love you.” Nor have these men. Right?”
They nodded. “You don’t express those emo-
tions. If you hear a couple talking that way,
you know their marriage is in trouble.”

Hearing this, the women edged into the
living room. “Yes, but all Korean women
would like to hear it,” said Mrs. Moon. “They
want affection, at least a word of love, but the
men think they don’t have to.”

Korean women are looked upon as men’s
servants and washed up if still single at age 30.
A married woman is not supposed to have
male friends. Some women had told me how
this caused them to have romantic fantasies.
“I wouldn’t risk ruining my marriage by
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fooling around,” one said, “but walled off this
way, we have dreams outside the home.”

The family is the preeminent influence in
everything Korean. Koreans rarely divorce, A
divorced woman is socially scarred, has trou-
ble finding a job, and has few rights over her
children. “That’s why women will put up
with a bad marriage,” a woman lawyer told
me. “This is a male-oriented society. If the
mother wants to take her children overseas,
she has to get her former husband’s consent.

National Geographic, August 1988




id, “but walled off this
tside the home.”
eeminent influence in
eans rarely divorce. A
ally scarred, has trou-
as few rights over her
women will put up
a woman lawyer told
iented society. If the
er children overseas,
er husband’s consent.

ographic, August 1988

Buthe cantake them without her consent. Our
entire society considers divorce a disgrace.”

Korean mothers run the home, raise the
children, and manage the money, investing in
real estate, stocks, and especially in the infor-
mal women’s savings groups called kye.
“Middle-class Koreans,” an envious Ameri-
can had said, “have more money in the bank
than either you or I would dream of having.”

At the far end of the table, Kim said he felt
that the Western press was distorting South

The South Koreans

Korea with “the image of political crisis. Polit-
ical protests are inevitable in a growing soci-
ety. They are transitional, just as are the
methods of the government in clamping down.
Of course, the true Communists among the
students are a very small minority.”

Why then, I asked, was the government so
ready to label any opposition as leftist?

“You see from where you sit,” said Kim,
an investigator from the prosecutor’s office.
“If you were a government official and saw
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students adopting North Korean slogans, you
would arrest and investigate them. The gov-
ernment is suspicious of their motives.”
Sohn shook his head and said, “The
government is oversensitive and overreacts.”
“They have to react quickly,” said Kim,
“because of all this tension on the DMZ.”

s “the shrimp among whales,” Korea
has managed to play off the major
powers contending for the penin-
sula—China, Japan, Russia,
and, most recently, the United
States. But not without wounds. The Korean
War, which stalemated in 1953 in a cease-fire,
left the peninsula divided at the Demilitarized
Zone—a euphemism if there ever was one.
- Two modern armies—840,000 troops in
North Korea and 650,000 in South Korea,
including 45,000 U.S. soldiers—face each
other acrossano-man’s-land that is dangerous
even for browsing deer. As soldiers say,
“There ain’t no D in the DMZ.”
The roots of that war and the division of
Korea into two enemy nations reach back to
the closing days of World War II, when Japan
collapsed and Soviet troops poured into what
is now North Korea. Anxious to block the
Soviets from occupying the entire peninsula,
the Americanslooked for aline on the map that
would keep Seoul and Inchon out of Soviet
hands. The 38th parallel seemed to fit, and the
Soviets agreed. Unified in culture and geogra-
.phy for more than a millennium, Korea was
freed of the hated Japanese only to be occupied

= and divided by the armies of the cold war.

Korea was then in ferment, as thousands of
political prisoners, many of them Communists
who had resisted the Japanese, were released
from prisons. And millions of returning Kore-
ans—many conscripted by the Japanese in the
1930s and ’40s for their factories in Manchu-
ria, China, and Japan—swarmed into the
south, landless and discontented. Fiercely na-
tionalistic and anti-Japanese, they were eager
to establish an independent Korea and remove
those Koreans who had collaborated with the
Japanese: the landlords and police.

South Korea was rocked by labor strikes, a
savage peasant revolt, a Communist uprising
inits army, and sporadic guerrilla fighting, all
crushed with help from U.S. troops. The
Communists retreated into North Korea,
5 leaving ideology divided at the 38th parallel.
The U. S. pulled out, and in June 1950,
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having failed to foment a Communist revolu-
tion in the south, North Korea attacked,
bringing Americans, with other United Na-
tions forces, into the Korean War. Two million
North Koreans fled south, rupturing families
that are still separated, a powerful voice for re-
unification that resonates throughout the pen-
insula. The war infected South Koreans—
most indelibly the army —with virulent anti-
Communism. “When I came here in 1954,”
an American told me, “myinterpreter was still
looking to kill his best friend, if he could find
him, because he was a Communist.”

The continuing threat from North Korea is
manifest. Five years ago in Burma, saboteurs
almost assassinated President Chun with a

National Geographic, August 1988
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Enraged students meet an immov-
able police line on May 4, 1987, out-
side Seoul’s Myongdong Catholic
Cathedral, as they attempt to march
in support of priests staging a hun-
ger strike. Riot police called “grab-
bers” haul away a businessman
during a demonstration in down-
town Seoul (left). Antigovernment
sentiment, spreading to the middie
class, reflected the deep discontent
with authoritarian rule.



bomb that killed many of his advisers. Last
December a Korean Air Lines plane was
blown from the sky by a time bomb apparently
set by two North Korean agents, a reminder
that the north, which has refused to send ath-
letes to the Seoul Olympics, opening Septem-
ber 17, may try to sabotage the games.

< Seoul is only 25 miles from the DMZ. Bill-

" boards on the buildings and mountains around

¢ Seoul screen guns, rockets, and radar, and the

sidewalk flower planters are revetments for
mortars and machine guns. There are tank
traps on the way to the DMZ and boulders
stacked over the rail and road cuts, primed
with set charges. Buildings have thicker north
walls, with tank drive-downs into basements
windowed for guns. A wire fence along much
of the coast is studded with painted stones ar-
ranged in coded patterns. Patrols check for
rocks that have been jarred loose or incorrectly
replaced and for footprints in the swept sand.
Cables are stretched across the golf fairways to
clothesline Pyongyang’s gliders.

Three North Korean tunnels have been dis-
covered beneath the DMZ, and U. S. military

experts believe there are many more. They see
the next Korean war as a “45-kilometer war,”
alightning North Korean strike using its supe-
riority in mechanized long-range artillery to
pulverize everything from the DMZ into
Seoul. “When the initial barrage lifts,” one
expert said, “we’ll see caps blown off all those
tunnels behind South Korean lines and North
Korean troops pouring out.”

HE GOVERNMENT often uses this
threat in order to justify crushing
political dissent. On May 17, 1980,
following student protests, Chun
extended martial law, closed cam-
puses, and took over the government. He also
sent Special Warfare paratroopers into the
southwestern city of Kwangju, precipitatinga
massacre. For seven years Chun prohibited
the press from mentioning the Kwangju “inci-
dent.” Roh’s administration, however, has
tried to be conciliatory, publicly regretting the
deaths, offering compensation and a monu-
ment. But Kwangju’s citizens demand a full
investigation and formal apology. Students
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nationwide observe the anniversary with anti-
government rallies. Kwangju remains one of
Roh’s stickiest legacies.

Through rice country I took the train down
to Kwangju. South Korea has precious little
level terrain. What there is of it is crowded
with Koreans—in Seoul, Taegu, Pusan—or
diked, cultivated, and covered with green-
houses. The rest of Korea is mountainous, the
entire east coast uplifted and serrated by dra-
matic héadlands.

Kwangju’s pretty main street is shaded with
ginkgo trees. The nearby mountains are softer
and greener than the bouldered crags around
Seoul. Kwangju is the capital of South Cholla
Province. East of here is Taegu, capital of
North Kyongsang Province. The antagonism
between these two regions turned violent in
the presidential campaign. Kyongsang has
been the historical well from which Korea’s
ruling class has been drawn—Park, Chun,
Roh, and most of the key generals and elite of
Seoul—and into which the government has
poured money and development. Cholla peo-
ple say that Kyongsang people are brash.

Embattled victor in the December 1987
presidential vote, Roh Tae Woo vows to
gradually democratize a country that
has been under almost continuous dic-
tatorship since 1948. But Roh attracted
less than a majority, winning with a 37
percent plurality over a badly divided
opposition in an election marred by
charges of voting fraud.

In Seoul anti-Roh protestors sit on a
ballot box seized as it left a municipal
building hidden in a delivery truck. Elec-
tion officials claimed that the box con-
tained absentee ballots, which were
to be counted elsewhere. Police later
reclaimed the box, but it was not clear
why it was being moved in a suspicious
manner. The contents were destroyed by
the authorities. In a rural schoolhouse
(facing page), voting is closely observed
by an election official, at right, and poll-
watchers from different political parties.

In the April 1988 election of the Na-
tional Assembly, Roh’s party lost its
majority. This surprising turnabout has,
in the view of a South Korean diplomat,
“given us an entirely new set of political

questions” concerning how the govern-
ment will deal with a duly elected
opposition.




Anxious eyes watch for students to
emerge from entrance exams at Yonsei
University. Applicants to the nation’s
universities may apply to only one school
at a time, and competition is keen. In
Seoul a junior-high-school student takes
a brief Sunday-morning break before
hitting the books for 12 hours.

Kyongsang people often say that those from
Cholla are too cunning and rebellious.

On the morning of May 18, 1980, Chun’s
Special Warfare paratroopers, told to put
down a “Communist insurrection,” waded
into protesters, swinging iron-weighted clubs,
cracking bones and fracturing skulls. For days
they broke into homes and indiscriminately at-
tacked people, chasing them down alleys,
clubbing, bayoneting, and shooting them to
death. Officially 193 people died, undoubted-
ly more. Enraged students raided an armory,
leading an uprising that eventually drove the
paratroopers from the city.

The army, with U. S. approval, made a sur-
gical strike on Kwangju on May 27, securing
the city—and killing about two dozen student
leaders. Despite belated U. S. explanations
that its operational control over the army has

never extended to the Special Warfare units,
anti-Americanism has festered ever since.

On the seventh anniversary of South Ko-
rea’s most painful memory since the Korean
War, I met at the Kwangju cemetery a trem-
bling, emaciated young man, to all appear-
ances a victim of cerebral palsy.

On the night of May 18, 1980, Kim—as I
will call him—was studying at an institute to
become a government employee, when para-
troopers broke in swinging their clubs. He
tried to escape, but he was clubbed and kicked
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down four flights of stairs and thrown on a
bus. “Then a soldier kicked me out of the bus
andsaid, ‘Getout or we will kill you!’ The doc-
tors say that my brain is wounded, and if they
operate I will die. I live with my brother. I
have to depend on someone 24 hours a day.

“Ihad my nephew write five letters to Chun
Doo Hwan asking for compensation. I re-
ceived nothing whatsoever, and the last reply
was thatif I wrote again, I would be arrested.”

Brutality has a long tradition in Korea.
I saw a good deal of it, by “ grabbers”

The South Koreans

. T
—the professional toughs of the riot police.
Grabbers travel light: running shoes, color-
coordinated windbreakers and helmets, and
open-fingered gloves for grabbing, with a
coarse padding over the knuckles so punches

won’tslip. They are expert in tae kwon do, thee—

Korean martial art—and they seem to enjoy
using it. Grabbers gang up on individuals,
fracturing wrists, cracking ribs.

For years this has been happening to opposi-
tion politicians, labor organizers, ministers,
anyone who opposed the government—but
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Unglamorous labor of Korean workers
serves the exporters of fashionable gar-
ments. After nationwide strikes, the

labor-union movement is taking aim at
sweatshops, in which the workday may
last 16 hours and longer.

especially students. The lucky ones are beaten
up and driven out of the city to a remote gar-
bage dump —not exactly a short stroll home in
Seoul, a city of nearly ten million people. The
leaders are usually imprisoned and tortured.

Y INTERPRETER, Jong, and I

drove into the hills north of

Kwangju to visit the grave sites

of his father and ancestors.

When Jong was a boy, his

grandparents had wanted to have a grandson

come live with them, and as he was the eldest

of four boys, he was sent out to their farm for a
couple of years.

“My grandparents loved me in the Korean
way,” Jong said. “That means I got spoiled.”

Following Buddhist tradition, on the 49th
day after his father’s death, Jong’s family pre-
pared at the family altar fish, beef soup, and
fruit wine —all foods his father had enjoyed —
to keep his memory alive. Then for a year, in
the Confucian way, they prepared the same
foods on the 1st and 15th of each month.

At his father’s grave Jong knelt on some
pine boughs he had snapped off and bowed
twice. He poured alittle soju, aliquor, in three
places around the mound (“three is a good
humber in Korea”), then we sat and shared
therestofthesoju, somedried squid, and afew
ripe persimmons. “We share this as though
my father were alive,” Jong said.

“My brother sometimes goes to the Chris-
tian church, and Christians aren’t supposed to
bow to others’ idols. But I tell him that he bet-
ter respect this family tradition.”

First unifiedin A.D. 668 by a predominantly
Buddhist kingdom, Korea was dominated by
a Confucian dynasty from the late 1300s until
the Japanese occupation of 1910. By the 1880s
Protestant missionaries were introducing
modern education, agriculture, and medicine.
At night the cities glow with red neon crosses

on thousands of churches.

“By 1970 we had three million Christians in
Korea.” Dr. Suh Kwang Sun is a professor of
theology at Ewha Woman’s University in
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Seoul. “Now there are some ten million. Why?
Buddhism had been pushed into the back-
ground by 500 years of the Choson dynasty,
which had become impotent and corrupt. Ko-
reans needed a new value system that would
match the invading Japanese. Christianity be-
came an enlighteninngorce among Koreans, a
sanctuary. Today we never know when the
North Koreans will attack. So where do you
get comfort, assurance? The church. Koreans
have lost their communities in this rapid in-
dustrialization. The churches give the uproot-
ed courage and confidence to work diligently
to become the newly rising middle class.”

For some, however, it’s a long way to the
middle class. For years the government has
kept wages low to compete in world markets.
In 25 years, per capita GNP has made a
phenomenal leap from $90 to $2,800, but

National Geographic, August 1988
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wages haven’t kept up with living costs,
especially for the textile girls who earn barely
four dollars a day. The impressive “Miracle
on the Han” factory tours bypass the perva-
sive “chicken-coop” sweatshops, where the
16-hour day is not uncommon.

The road through the steep mountains to
Taebaek, a coal-mining town, was hair-
pinned, and the metal mirrors at the curves
were so dented from rocks that we rarely saw
oncoming trucks until they were upon us.

In a restaurant I talked with Park, a thin
man with a narrow chin and pronounced
cheekbones, his black hair falling straight over

_his ears from the center of his scalp like water

off a rock. He operates a pneumatic drill un-
derground for the Hanbo Coal Company and
was on the midnight shift. I asked if he would
like a beer with his meal, but he refused. “The

The South Koreans

air is dirty in the mine, and if you've been
drinking, you get exhausted.”

Park lives in one of the rent-free apartments
the company provides for employees with se-
niority. He earns the equivalent of $600 a
month, and he expects eventually to leave the
mine and set up his own business.

Hanbo was one of thousands of companies
struck last summer. The labor dispute began
over vacation bonuses and the number of free
briquettes the company would provide to heat
the apartments. “We had a union, but the
head of it was working on behalf of the compa-
ny, so we kicked him out. But the new union
leader has no influence and gets clobbered in
negotiations with the company.”

Admitting that the workers hadn’t shared in
the country’s growth, the government pres-
sured the companies in last year’s strikes to
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Sorting out the catch, dockworkers prepare fish for the daily auction in Pusan,
South Korea’s second largest city and its biggest port. A government drive has
propelled the country’s deep-sea fishing fleet to the position of the world’s fifth
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give workers substantial wage increases and
the right to form their own unions. Then it
labeled the organizers “impure elements” —
meaning leftist—and threw them into prison.

OUTH KOREA has one of the world’s
highest percentages of citizens at-
tending college. More than a million
do, half of them in Seoul. Since the
days when scholars challenged the

king on matters of virtue, students have helda
peculiar niche in Korean society as the “na-
tional conscience.” No student wants to be re-
membered as belonging to the class that failed
to demonstrate against the government.
South Koreans admit to a profound genera-

- tion gap. Almost 70 percent of them were born

after the Korean War—certainly all the stu-
dents, who bear neither memories nor the
ideological scars of that bloody conflict and lit-
tle appreciate American help then or since.
Among all Koreans there is a powerful nation-
alism—with racial pride humming in the
veins—and though older Koreans may look
West with gratitude, students usually do so in
anger. They see Caucasian mannequins in
department-store windows, a U. S. Army golf
course smack in the middle of Seoul, and are
quick to fasten on any inroads of Western cul-
ture as a dilution of their own. The activists —
ever high on moral certainty —will doubtless
keep demonstrating.

Like the Japanese, Koreans drive their chil-
dren to study in order to pass the exams to get
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into the top schools, such as elite Seoul Nation-
al University. In South Korea education and
status are as one; graduates of SNU get some-
where. Most high-school students don’t make
ittocollege, and of those who do and graduate,
many have difficulty finding work. The econ-
omy hasn’t absorbed the Korean passion for
education. “From junior high through high
school,” a professor told me, “the children are
studying until 2 a.m. to pass those exams. Par-
ents have little time to see them.”

“Students who fail the entrance exams feel
they’ve failed life,” his wife said. “A really
sad thing. Even when they’re in kindergarten,
parents push them to be first in the class.”

Outside a library in Taegu, I saw a line of
boys and a line of girls waiting to get inside to

study. The library had about 2,400 seats, and
4,500 kids had shown up. First come, first
served, 15 cents a ticket. Some had begun lin-
ingup at 4 a.m. It was Sunday.

In any year a high-school graduate can
apply to only one university. If his examina-
tion grade is too low, he waits until the next
year, head down in a cram school. “I didn’t
see my niece for three years,” a woman said.
“She was studying seven days a week to pass
the exam for entrance into Ewha University.
She had failed twice before.”

In this rote-learning, exam-driven milieu
the cram schools are a big business. The one I
visited in Kwangju, the Great Success Insti-
tute, kept a guard at the gate to prevent stu-
dents from leaving early. A young man I met
there told me that his day at the institute ran to
11 p.m. “Then I go home and study until
about 1:30 a.m. I get about four and a half
hours of sleep. You should not think that dem-
onstrations are all that there is to Korea.”

INTER was closing in. Many
.public buildings are unheat-
edin South Korea, but Profes-
sor Hong Sung Chick’s office
in chilly Korea University was
warmed by a space heater. He is director of the
Asiatic Research Center. “We are surrounded
by big powers,” he said. “The other small
countries have been absorbed by either China
or Russia. But Korea has persisted throughout
history. Koreans are very adjustable. When
told to bow by big powers, they did. Butall the
time they knew that they would persevere.
“You worry about the divisiveness, but I
think Koreans will overcome it. They are so
proud of their culture and history, so proud of
being Korean. A very optimistic people. At
any party, they sing. When optimism doesn’t
exist, you don’t have that vitality.
" “For the moment, politics looks like chaos,
fighting. But I think the leaders will have to
learn from the people, not the reverse.” 0O

Bending his back to the task, a farmer
hauls rice stalks from a field southwest
of Kwangju. So intensive has been the
nation’s urbanization that the govern-
ment now tries to woo people back to the
land with incentives. But for most young
South Koreans, and for their offspring,
such scenes will remain a nostalgic look
at a way of life they never knew.
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Perhaps with a Yearning to ponder the enigmatic sky, Queen

Kkyongju, Where
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UT OF THE MIST came
the sound of a flute,
its notes drifting
down the moun-
tain path like gink-
go leaves sent
swirling by an autumn breeze. 1
stopped and listened. Here in
Korea’s ancient capital, Kyongju,
there’s a legend about a king who
played a jade flute that could make
rain fall and wind blow. I half-
expected to see some mythical fig-
ure materialize before me. . . .

From the mist emerged a figure
playing a flute. He was silver
haired, this apparition on the
mountain path. His eyes sparkled
with their own sunlight. In his
fingers a bamboo flute seemed to
have alighted like a butterfly.
From it notes tumbled, skittering
like gold and silver leaves.

That Yun Kyung Real and 1
should meet was no accident, for I
had come to discover the wonders
of this mystic place, and Yun, by
turns a teacher, maker of ceramic
masks, and crafts merchant, had
even more compelling reasons.

“I came to Kyongju to find the
spirit of Korean beauty,” he
began, offering me a thimble-size
porcelain cup of soju, a throat-
searing, mind-quickening liquor
that is the time-honored Korean
prerequisite for a tale.

As a child he had longed to see
this city of enchantment where
once upon a time a king had turned
himself into a dragon to protect his
country from its enemies. But
Kyongju was far from his home in
the north. “Besides, if your heartis
really set on something, you don’t
reach for it right away. Precious
things are not to be rushed.”

As he grew to manhood, he
went to Japan to learn doll-
making. He was taught to
paint Japanese features on the
dolls’ terra-cotta faces and
kimonos on their figures instead
of the high-waisted kanbok
Korean women wore.

In 1945 he returned to Korea.
But the nation was soon to endure
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its long agony of civil war. Mr.
Yun, born in the north, could not
go home again. He turned at last
toward Kyongju.

When he stepped off the train,
his eyes moistened at the sight of
the royal tombs—grass mounds
toweringover tile roofs, miniatures
of the far mountains. And every-
thing golden: sun-burnished fields,
gilded statues of Buddha, branches
of forsythia flaming like torches.

“All that brightness,” said Mr.
Yun, his smile tender as a Korean
sunrise. “Then I understood

what it meant to be Korean, to

come from all that beauty.”

To be Korean is also to belong
to aland invaded again and again,
aland since 1910 either occupied
or divided and at war with itself.
Yet its people are among the purest
ethnic strains in Asia. Their spirit
has been abraded but never bro-
ken. Why? Because Koreaisa
feeling, a style, a sense. That
spirit germinated in Kyongju, a
small city on Korea's southeast
coast, where 1,300 years ago
Korea became a nation. Where,
for a while, harmony reigned.

At its eighth-century peak
Kyongju may have numbered a
million. The king’s four palaces,
one for each season, basked in lux-
uries: Philippine tortoiseshell, Per-
sian glass, Japanese pearls. In
Kyongju, it was said, “foreigne:i}
who visit forget to return home.”

The city, center of the Silla
dynasty, produced silk-smooth pa-
per coveted by the Chinese and
bronze temple bells admired by the
Japanese. But its niche in history
was as birthplace of a nation. By
668 Silla had defeated neighboring
rival kingdoms: Paekche to the
west, Koguryo to the north. Then
Silla repelled invasion from Tang
China. Silla had unified Korea.

©6 A LL THAT CEMENT,” sighed a
woman teacher as a tour
busrumbled from down-
town Kyongju to the
Pomun resort complex, four miles
away. The bus disgorged its

passengers in front of a cluster
of concrete-block souvenir
shops. Kyongju’s embrace of
tourism was, her tone implied,
a dreadful mistake.

A mistake? Absolutely not,
declared Kim Seong Jin, president
of the International Cultural Soci-
ety of Korea. In the 1970s the
Kyongju Tourism Comprehensive
Team renovated temples and
shrines and built the Pomun resort.
The 270-million-dollar project
produced three hotels, shops, and
a 900-seat convention hall.

A sore point was the choice of
material used in the renovation
and new construction. “Critics
complain about the concrete,”
Kim told me. “But wood is expen-
sive and scarce here.”

Those who miss the shabby gen-
tility of old Kyongju grumble that
the new complex displays all the
charm of a barracks. Mr. Yun
phrases it more gently: “Kyongju
wears too much makeup.”

So there are two Kyongjus.

One is the Kyongju of tourist bro-
chures, postcard pretty: a jumble
of swaybacked, tile-roofed houses
surrounded by rice fields, set atthe
foot of mountains silvered by mist.
Take aroad, any road. It leads to
apagoda, shrine, or tomb. More
than five million tourists, mostly
Korean, flock here annually.

The other is Kyongju the holy
—more difficult to define, for it
exists in the realm of the spirit.

Glimpses of the latter, the shin-
ing city, can tear the heart. My
friend Hwang Taesik offered to
climb Namsan with me. The
mountain, three miles south of
town, is studded with some 60
stone Buddhist figures. The trek
leads over a rocky trail, and
Hwang didn’t want me to have to
shoulder a heavy knapsack. Later
he said he hadn’t made the climb
in years—not since his only son,
scarcely a year old, had suddenly
stopped breathing, no one knew
why. Hwang carried his child
up the slope and placed him ina
grave mounded with earth. When
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I asked why he hadn’t told me,
he said only that it was a lovely
mountain and I had come a long
way to see it.

Tucking the dead into gently
sloping mounds of earth has been
the Korean burial custom for
centuries. The 23 tombs of Silla

~fobles, clustered in a downtown

park, that you first see looming
over the city with uncontested maj-
esty have a comforting simplicity.

Perhaps Silla rulers regarded them
as just another palace to move into
when the time came.

In 1973 the government decided
to excavate tomb number 155, one
of 200 here. Some Koreans were
disturbed. They tried to stop the
excavation, saying that it dishon-
ored thedead and invited bad luck.

The solution? “We excavated
with utmost respect for the dead,”
said Dr. Kim Choungki, former
director of the National Institute
of Cultural Properties. “We
asked the workers not to laugh or
smoke, and we burned incense.

“The tomb took longer to

Kyongju, Where Kovea Began

excavatethan it musthavetakento
build,” Dr. Kim said. A lacquered
coffin in a wooden chamber was
shielded by a layer of boulders 25
feet thick. Fifteen feet of earth cov-
ered that, preserving the tomb
from robbers in later centuries.

No one offered, of course, but if
I had my choice of the 11,500 arti-
facts found in the tomb, I would
indicate a tiny gold ring resembling
a tendril of vine. Kyongju’s

National Museum displays the
ring beside gold bracelets, ear-
rings, a gold-plated harness, a
gold crown, and two glass cups.
But the most important find, so
fragile it requires special permis-
sion to see, rests in a locked case,
in alocked room, in the National
Museum in Seoul. Itis a quilted
piece of birch bark, a fragment
of a saddle mudguard, painted
with a dazzling white horse. The
horse is flying, tail streaming,
clouds flashing by. ’
Harnesses had been found in
Korean tombs before, but this
spoke of Central Asian influences

A serenity soul deep lives in

the heart of Yun Kyung Real,
Kyongju artist and sage. In 668
the Silla kingdom conquered
its rivals and unified the Kore-
an Peninsula. Kyongju, then
known as Sorabol, became the
capital and spiritual birthplace
of Korea.

'vq.n::;-[:m-,{ g
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filtering through Mongolia and
Manchuria down the Korean Pen-
insula. The find caused the tomb to
be called Chonmachong—Heav-
enly Horse Tomb.

¥ “Wealso found eggs in the cof-

fin,” Dr. Kim added.

“ Eggs?”

“Seven eggs. One or two actual-
ly intact. To nourish the dead.”

Of fragments such as eggshells
do we reconstruct empires.

Archaeological and literary evi-
dence suggests that Kyongju had
arcades, so citizens could walk its
streets in rain without getting wet.
Kyongju lacked walls; remoteness
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was its chief defense. Royalty wore
rare, iridescent kingfisher feath-
ers. Hwangyongsa, the largest
temple built by the Silla, housed a
24-ton Buddha covered with gold.

ECAUSE the archaeologists
were of less help on the
subject of the Silla soul,
Isought out So Chongju,

arenowned poet inspired by Silla
o, facnars ; . history. “They were a large-
s £ bl o S I R AR T SRR spirited people, living in harmony
: ' : with nature,” he said.

Mr. So unrolled a pen-and-ink
drawing of a sage seated beneath
aplum tree. A poem underneath
asked: “What is a scholar?” An-
swer: “He who regards the earth
as his garden; the sun, moon, stars
as his servants; and eternity as the
briefest moment.”

Buddhist thought, which flowed
into Silla in the sixth century,
seems to focus on eternity. It is the
fixed point about which humanity
revolves. Time is limitless. We
are limitless, reborn in endless
sequence. '

Itis 3 a.m., dark except for the
faint starshine. Already day has
begun at Pulguksa, Korea's best
known temple in the foothills
southeast of Kyongju. Com-
pleted about 780, the temple
has been reconstructed 23 times.

One by one, lights flicker on
behind the rice-paper doors of the
monks’ cells, shedding the soft
glow of paper lanterns. I see the
shadows of monks as they begin
their chants. Paired white shoes
with upturned toes form ranks out-
side their rooms. A barefoot monk
inagray wool robe paces the court-
Yard, beating a gourd, chanting
sacred texts. A bronze bell rings.
Next I hear drumbeats, then the
hollow clack of a wooden fish
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The passage to eternity begins
as family and friends shepherd
a coffin to rest in a gentle
mound of earth not unlike those
that cover Silla kings. White
signifies mowrning in Korea; a
banner identifies the deceased.
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being struck, and finally the
shimmering of a brass gong. The
resonance grows, each sound to its
purpose: first to wake the monks,
then to wake creatures of land,
sea, and air.

In front of the temple a monk
stops to burn incense. Smoke curls
in the air like the spirit of a newly
released soul. Others gather inside
to begin prayers. They bow . . .
low. .. lowerstill. .. till they lie
prone before the serene, smiling
image of Buddha.

When Silla unified Korea,
Buddhism was the state religion.
Kyongju, it was said, had as many
temples as stars, as many pagodas
as geese in the fall skies. Monks,
men of faith and learning, traveled
to China and India, returning to
enrich Korea with the influence
of other cultures. Buddhism still
predominates in South Korea,
claiming eight million devotees.

In a hotel-lobby bar I met Seo
Inh, monk and chief of protocol for
Pulguksa Temple. He flashed a
smile, introduced me to his woman
companion, and lit a cigarette.

“Iam a naughty innocent,” he
grinned. “They call me a modern-
day Wonhyo.”

Wonhyo, the most influential
monk of the Silla dynasty, helped

popularize Buddhism. For a Bud,”

dhist monk he led an unconven
tional life, fathering a son.

Seo Inh also had children. That
was before he became a monk,
when he was a marine colonel in
the Korean and Vietnam Wars.

“It was sheer horror,” Seo In
said. He told of men decapitat(;(i1
by the Viet Cong, the screams of
civilians caught in cross fire. On
day, bereft of sanity, Seo Inh shat
an aide. He passed out and wokd
in a straitjacket. He left the mil-
itary, contemplated suicide.

“I wanted to die,” he said.
Instead he went to a temple where
candles glowed before a Buddha.
The priest offered escape from
pain, but he must renounce his
past, his wife, his children. “I
severed all ties,” he said. “It
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was like cutting a kite string.”

Now he feeds chipmunks on the
temple grounds and worships,
though his unconventionality baf-
fles his peers. But who can judge?
Wasn't Wonhyo scorned by those
who failed to recognize his faith?

“This is what I am,” Seo Inh
insists. “I care for recognition
only from my chipmunks.”

I'll always remember our visit
to Sokkuram. The shrine is a grot-
to built of granite blocks dragged
up Mount Toham, southeast of
Kyongju. The centerpiece is a 60-
ton Buddha, positioned to catch
the sun’s first rays on a jewel in its
forehead. Seo Inh bowed before
the statue. “When I see this Bud-
dha, I feel protected,” he said.

In 1971 the government of South
Korea moved to do some protect-
ing of its own. The grotto had dete-
riorated, so a glass wall and
humidity controls were installed.

That was fine, Seo Inh said, but
several years later the government
proposed construction of a replica
Sokkuram, which the public could
visit to save wear on the real
one. The Buddhist community
protested. “My master Wolsae
said it was bad enough Korea was
divided, let alone having another
division with two Sokkurams.”

It always returns to division.
Fragmented by the tyranny of
geography, Korea has ever been
squeezed by bigger, aggressive
neighbors. Its history is a litany of
invasion: Mongols in the 13th cen-
tury, Chinese rebels in the 14th
century, the Japanese warlord
Hideyoshiin the 16th century, Jap-
anese occupation in the first half of
the 20th century, then the Korean
War, which adjudicated a line on
the map at the 38th parallel.
Kyongju has suffered them all.

Inameadow I spotted a siren on
a pole. “For air-raid practice. Just
incase...,” afarmersaid. He
glanced north. )

Thereis an ache for North Korea
too, not unlike the phantom pain
of an amputated limb. “You can’t
turn your back on family,” my

interpreter Chun Hyang Yee
explained when I asked, naively,
why bother about reunification
if the north is so hostile.

Mr. Yun spoke of his sister in
North Korea. He has not seen her
for 30 years. Is she still alive? “If
you write about Kyongju, write
about peace,” he said urgently:

It is a message I hear often.
Despite fear and distrust, the long-
ing for unity eats at the soul of
Kyongju. It is particularly poi-
gnant here, for here, 1,300 years
ago, Korea became whole.

HAT WAS the magic
that touched the most
humble object—a
roof tile, a wood
door—with grace? Silla pottery is
gray and plain. Yet its simplicity
appeals. At dinner, scholar Son
Ujo explained. It is a question
of line.

“American line is sharp, un-
yielding: the Washington Monu-
ment, the tail fins of a car.” He
sliced the air with a chopstick to
illustrate. “Korean line,” he said,))
“is a curve: the softness of a
woman in her hanbok, the green
waves of mountains surrounding
Kyongju, the jade ornaments that
dangle like ripe pears from the gold
Silla crowns. That is the secret of
Korean art.”

“I can never imitate the line,”
Dr. Chung Yang Mo, then direct-
or of the National Museum in
Kyongju, said in frustration. He
drew a line, a barely pregnant
bulge that mimicked the curve of
the Emille Bell. The 23-ton bell
was cast in one piece in A.D. 770.

Legend says a child was tossed
into the molten metal as a sacrifice
after earlier castings failed; the

ringing bell echoes the plaintive
of that child. Emille comes from I

the Korean word for “mama.”

Dr. Chung guided my fingers
over every gash on the pitted sur-
face of the bell, which hangs out- |
side the museum. “Koreans are |
like that,” he said quietly. “Rough |
and scarred on the outside,
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smooth and tough on the inside.”t] a founder’s day celebration for
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orth is so hostile.

Yun spoke of his sister in

Korea. He has not seen her
ears. Is she still alive? “If
te about Kyongju, write
eace,” he said urgently.

L message I hear often.

the Cho family. .
Ancestor worship reflects the
influence of Confucianism, a
philosophy that stresses family
relationships and relates them
to government: Father is to son
as state is to individual, symbol
of unquestioned authority.
Joining some 5,000 Chos at
the tomb, I discovered the ease
of introductions when everyone

If the line between factand 7
legend kept blurring, I had to
conclude it is often faint. Part of
Kyongju’s magic emanates from a
richlegend lode, and the possibility
a Buddha could materialize from
a stone or the sound of a jade flute
just might make rain fall. More
marvelous was nature, worshiped
fear and distrust, the long- by Silla’s early shamanist kings.
nity eats at the soul of They considered the mountains,
u. Itis particularly poi- ’
ere, for here, 1,300 years ‘
rea became whole.

Rigid custom prevails at the
Cho family ancestor’s day feast,
where yangban, the traditional
nobility, follow a strict order of
ceremony. Ancestor worship
reflects Confucianism, which
had supplanted Buddhism as
the primary social force by the
15th century, imprinting on the
Korean conscience the ideal of
obedience to authority.

HAT WAS the magic
that touched the most
humble object—a

roof tile, a wood

with grace? Silla pottery is

d plain. Vet its simplicity

5. At dinner, scholar Son
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e National Museum in h@, 1 é V4

ju, said in frustration. He 21"ivers, and forest living spirits. belongs to the same family. Korea,” Cho Chang said. “And all
line, a barely pregnant “Tam Cho Chang of Seoul,” from one grandfather long ago.”
hat mimicked the curve o -'\M) ‘said a man in the white robes In front of an altar piled with
ille Bell. The 23-ton bell f;; ‘and peaked hat of an official. pears, rice cakes, and other offer-
st in one piece in A.D. 770. “And this,” he said, indicatinga ings, robed officials recited pray-
nd says a child was tossed friend, “is Mr. Cho of Taegu. ers. Everyone bowed. _

: molten metal as a sacrifice And Mr. Cho of Pusan.” Then each delegation moved
rlier castings failed; the “And hereis. . .,"” he began. behind the altar for a photograph
bell echoes the plaintive cry “Mr. Cho,” I anticipated. —like a class reunion. “Will you

\&. Reverence for nature endures.
¥In Korea when a house is built,”
Said Dr. Chung, “its scale must

fﬁit the surroundings. The wall
must not be high. A low wall, prei-
erably draped with flowering vines
—all must harmonize.”

child. Emille comes from VEN DEATH demands har- “Also of Pusan,” he finished. have your picture taken with us?”
-ean word for “mama.” mony. Tradition decrees “This is my wife,” he said, Cho Chang asked.
“hung guided my fingers thatagravebelocatedon turning to an attractive woman. “I didn’t know the Choshad a

foreign branch,” a woman shout-
ed. Peals of laughter rippled
through the crowd. I hope Grand-
father Cho enjoyed the joke.

“Mrs. Cho,” I asserted.

“Mrs. Yun,” she said, smiling.
“In Korea married women use
their family name.”

a hill, a sweep of valley
in front, sheltering trees in back.
There should be mountains—one
shaped like a tiger, one like a

ery gash on the pitted sur-
the bell, which hangs out-
 museum. “Koreans are
t,” he said quietly. “Rough

rred on the outside,
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“There are over 700,000 Chos in

Though modern Korea isa
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patriarchal culture, three queens
ruled during the Silla dynasty. The
first, Queen Sondok, 27th ruler of
Silla, was successful in war, com-
passionate, and wise. She built
Chomsongdae, a 29-foot stone
tower that bulges at bottom and
narrows at top (pages 258-9). “You
copied from us,” my guide teased,
comparing it to a Coke bottle. The
tower probably functioned as an
observatory, recording comets,
meteors, and solar eclipses. The
destiny of state and ruler were
linked to such phenomena.

HERE legend rules,
any excuse serves for
celebration. Twelve
of us gathered one
October night at Panwolsong,
the royal palace site, ostensibly
to honor a children’s art contest
held earlier at the Kyongju
museum —actually to honor
the harvest moon.

Yun Kyung Real, who teaches
history at the museum, led off, the
white sleeves of his robe flapping
likeaschooner’ssails. I can see him
still, singing to love, to the moon—
and most fondly to makkolli, a rice

Coaxed from a tomb by an ar-
chaeologist’s trowel, a pot with
a date corresponding to A.D. 818
was found during a preliminary
excavation. But descendants
objected to further digging. In

Korea the balance usually tips
in favor of respect for family.

Internal strife and invasion
Jrom the north ended the Silla
dynasty in 935, shattering the
harmony of centuries. Yet har-
mony, so prized in a country
accorded so little, somehow
endures in the heart and spirit
of Kyongju.

~—
4

wine. He fills our cups and his own Z/
“Just the teardrops of a sparrow,’}
he says, waving aside my protest.

Moved by the spirit of the night,
or perhaps the makkolli, we Jjoin
hands and dance, celebrating
nature, man, eternity, and the Silla
people who melded the trinity.
“Who could ask for a better temple
than this?” asks Mr. Yun as he .
pours another thimble of makkolli. '(
Just the teardrop of a sparrow.

Passing Chomsongdae observas™
tory a few nights later, I conjure
an astronomer scanning the stars,
Was it time to plant? Would there
be rain? Too much? Too little?

In the end Silla fell when a suc-
cession of weak rulers and upris-
ings broke the delicate harmony.
Thelastkingabdicated in 935. The
succeeding Koryo dynasty moved
the capital north.

Resigned to the uncertainty of
the present, the Silla people fixed
their sights on something beyond.
In asense they achieved this
immortality. Their descendants
keep faith with nature, livingina
magical enclave bounded only by
the Korean line that shimmers
between reality and legend. |
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-steadily

invited North Korean Leader Kim
Il Sung to visit the South, and
expressed his own willingness to
visit the North. This proposal was

. turned down by the North. How-

ever, South and North Korea did
hold talks dealing with economie,
humanitarian and sports issues in
1984-85, and direct contacts be-
tween the parliaments of both
states have also been agreed upon.
The ROK is pursuing South-North
dialog vigorously as the key to re-
duction of tensions on the Korean
peninsula.

Arts, Science,
and Education .

Korea’s rich cultural heritage is
evidenced in hundreds of specified
national treasures such as build-
ings, books, documents, fine arts,
sculptures, and handicrafts.

From ancient times, Korean
literature consisted of poetry set to
music for singing and dancing. The
introduction of Western culture saw
the emergence of a new school of
writers who adopted Western forms
and styles. :

The art works of the Koguryo
Kingdom, still found on the walls of
ancient tombs, reflect Chinese in-
fluence. Buddhist, Shilla and Korye
left numerous stone Buddha images
and other religious art objects. The
Confucian Yi Dynasty saw the
flowering of Korean painting and
calligraphy as elegant as any found
in China. Korean calligraphy is
still held in high esteem. The
National Museum houses numerous
ancient masterpieces, some dating
back to the Silla Dynasty and
beyond to the neolithic era.

Western art has spread rapidly
in the atmosphere of modern edu-
cation and from the training of ar-
tists abroad. Many young archi-
tects also study abroad, and their
contemporary designs, modified by
purely Korean influences, are
gaining international
respect and admiration.

In Korea, music originally was
part of religious rituals, along with
prayer and dance. Gradually it
evolved into refined and well-

balanced music. To this day it is
cherished by young and old. Tra-
ditional music declined with the
introduction of Western musiec, but
it is being revived through the
activities of the National Classical

-Music Institute and by private

institutions. Western music was in-
troduced into Korea toward the end
of the last century and rapidly be-
came popular. Koreans are musi-
cally oriented; recitals, concerts,
and operas usually have large
audiences. Seoul has three sym-
phony orchestras.

Traditional dance and modern
ballet are popular in Korea. Classes
in traditional and modern dance are
available to all school children and
advanced courses are offered by
many colleges.

Like most drama traditions,
Korean drama had its origins in
ancient religious rites. The early
form of theatrical art is the mask
play of the Silla era. Other forms
are puppet shows staged with
wooden dolls manipulated to the
accompaniment of music, and the
Pansori, which is the dramatization
of well-known tales and narratives
to the accompaniment of traditional
drums. Modern drama was intro-
duced into Korea early in this
century, and a Drama Center has
been established to encourage the
increasing interest in this art form.
Korean dramatists are not only
adapting foreign works for local
audiences, but are also producing
original plays.

Films have contributed much to
the modernization of Korean life
and have introduced foreign cul-
tures to the Korean people. Korea’s
first movie was produced in 1921,
and now moviemaking is an import-
ant industry in this country. Ko-
rean productions are entered in
various international film festivals.
About 24 foreign films are imported
each year.

Korean research and develop-
ment activities are centered in
scores of research institutes located
mostly in Seoul. These include the
Korea Advanced Institute of
Science and Technology (KAIST),
the Korea Institute of Industrial
Economics and Technology (KIET),
the Agency for Defense Develop-
ment (ADD), and the Korea
Educational Development Institute
(KEDI). High technology research
and development institutes are

rapidly being relocated to the new
science city of Daeduk, about 60
miles south of Seoul.

Education has expanded rapidly
at all levels since 1945, and today
Korea’s students constitute more
than one-quarter (27%) of the total
population. Both public and private
schools are’ subject to the super-
vision of the Ministry of Education.

The law stipulates that every
person is entitled to at least 6 years
of elementary education. As a re-
sult, literacy is well over 95%, and
all children ages 6-11 now attend

“school. Secondary education covers

6 years beyond elementary school
and consists of two stages: 3 years of
middle school (junior high school)
and 3 years of high school. All ele-
mentary school graduates are en-’
titled to admission to middle school,
provided they can afford the school
fees. Graduates of middle school
must pass a qualifying examination
for admission to' high school and
must be able to pay school fees. As
might be expected in a country
whose primary economic resource is
its people, investment in education
is heavy, particularly in technical
and vocational education and at the
college level, both of which have ex-
panded tenfold in the last two
decades.

Numerous institutions of higher
education have been established
through missionary assistance, in-
cluding Ewha Womans University
(Methodist), Yonsei University (In-
terdenominational), Soongjun Uni-
versity (Presbyterian), and Sogang
University (Jesuit). Western cul-
ture has been introduced to Korea
through the universities, and many
national leaders have received their
education from them. Of the “big 5”
major universities in Seoul (Yonsei,
Sogang, Ewha, Korea, and Seoul
National), the most prestigious is
Seoul National University (SNU).

Commerce and
Industry

Korea used U.S. and other economic
aid very well after the war, chang-
ing its position from one of the
world’s poorest ex-colonies to one of
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American Embassy personnel of
all agencies are authorized use of
APO facilities. The mail address is:

(Name)
American Embassy
APO San Francisco 96301

" First-class letter mail to and
from the U.S. moves on a daily basis
at U.S. domestic postal rates. It
usually takes 7-8 days each way.

Packages marked Space Avail-
able Mail (SAM) and bearing regu-
lar parcel post rate postage will be
given airlift service to and from the
overseas address and Seattle or San
Francisco, on a space available ba-
sis. PRIORITY mail is given first
priority, PAL is second and SAM is
last. Packages of not more than 70
pounds in weight and 100 inches in
length and girth combined can be
sent and received by SAM. The
sender should request SAM service.
It normally takes 4-6 weeks.

Parcel Airlift (PAL) provides
commercial airlift for parcels be-
tween the APO and the post office in
the continental U.S. Domestic
parcel post rate applies plus a fee
from $1.20-$6.00, depending on
weight, for all service between the
U.S. city address and the overseas
base. Parcel Airlift packages must
weigh no more than 30 pounds, and
measure no more than 60 inches in
length and girth combined. PAL
takes about 2 weeks.

Packages can also be sent
PRIORITY mail. Airmail postage
rates apply and the packages go by
commercial air all the way to their
destination. = PRIORITY parcels
must weigh no more than 70
pounds, and measure no more than
108 inches in length and girth
combined, PRIORITY mail takes
5-7 days.

Personnel should be aware that
regulations regarding Space Avail-
able Mail (SAM), PRIORITY Mail,
and Parcel Airlift (PAL) are subject
to change at any time; questions
should be addressed to local U.S.
postal authorities.

Stamp sales, mail registry,

money orders, and other regular

postal services are available at the
APO.

Items received via APO for your
personal use are not subject to duty
charges. APO regulations prohibit
importing gifts for donation to per-
sons or organizations not authorized

the use of APO facilities. Those
with APO privileges cannot import
merchandise to carry on business
ventures with authorized or non-
authorized users of APO facilities.
APO facilities can be used to obtain

"items for gifts to others with APO

privileges.

International mail can be used
by all employees to correspond with
persons in other countries, particu-
larly other Far East countries. In-
ternational postage rates apply.
The address is:

(Name)

American Embassy

82 Sejong-ro, Chongro-Ku
Seoul, Korea. 110

Radio and TV

The Armed Forces Korea Network
(AFKN) broadcasts news, music,
sports, and some U.S. feature radio
programs 24 hours daily on both
AM and FM stations. Voice of
America programs are also received
in Korea. Several Korean radio sta-
tions offer good musical programs
on both AM and FM.

AFKN-TV transmits selected
U.S. television programs and live
newscasts (via satellite) in color
about 18 hours daily. Three Korean
networks also telecast (in Korean)
throughout Korea several hours
daily in color.

The National Television System
Committee (NTSC) system is used,
so color TV’s bought in the U.S. can
receive local broadcasts.

Home video machines are com-
mon in the Embassy community.
They can also be purchased and
serviced inexpensively in the local
PX. Several video-tape centers rent
tapes at reasonable prices. VHS
and BETA tapes are available,
however, the largest selection of
tapes is VHS.

Newspapers, Magazines,
and Technical Journals
Two English-language newspapers,
the Korea Times and the Korea
Herald, are published in Seoul.
Both concentrate on Korean news.
The U.S. military newspaper, the
Pacific Stars and Stripes, published
daily in Japan and flown to Seoul, is
available by subscription for daily
home delivery, as are the Far East
editions of Time and Newsweek.
The International Herald Tribune

(Asia edition), and Asian Wall
Street Journal arrive 1 day late,
from Hong Kong. Most popular
American magazines are available
at the post exchange, with about 1
month delay from publication.

The main post library in Seoul
has excellent, newly remodeled
facilities. Army Special Services
libraries have reading rooms with
magazines and newspapers. These
libraries carry a comprehensive as-
sortment of current technical journ-
als and have microfilms on numer-
ous subjects. The libraries will
make every effort to secure ma-
terials not immediately available.

USIS libraries are in Seoul,
Pusan, Taegu, and Kwangju.

Health and Medicine

Medical Facilities

The Health Unit in the Chancery,
staffed by a State Department For-
eign Service nurse practitioner and
a Korean registered nurse, is avail-
able to all Mission employees and
their dependents. Medical services
provided by the Health Unit include
first aid treatment and treatment of
minor illnesses, immunizations,
assistance with health problems
and referral for further medical
attention to a hospital or dentist.

The U.S. Army 121st Medical
Evacuation Hospital is an adequate-
ly equipped, 207-bed military hos-
pital and out-patient clinic on South
Post. Embassy employees and their
dependents are authorized to use
these facilities. The hospital is
staffed by U.S. Army Medical Corps
personnel. Although the scope of
treatment is limited, obstetrical
cases, routine surgery, and most
illnesses can be treated here.
Patients requiring extensive, pro-
longed, or unusual treatment or
procedures not available in Korea
are evacuated to the U.S.

Seoul Military Hospital does
refractions, but at times appoint-
ments are difficult to obtain. Op-
tometrists and facilities for grinding
lenses are available locally, though
some people prefer to send their
prescriptions to the U.S. Frames
can be repaired and replaced locally
or at the PX. Soft, extended wear
and hard contact lenses can be
purchased locally.



-

-Religious Activities

Both Protestant
chapels hold regular church
services on base. Other English,
Protestant services are available off

post.

and Catholic

Education

Dependent Education

A DOD dependents school (kin-
dergarten, elementary, and high
school) is located on the Hialeah
compound, which Embassy children
are now authorized to attend.
Children’s activities include Scouts,
the Explorer's Club, and chapel
youth groups. Other youth activ-
ities develop from time to time.

An international school, whose
curriculum is based on the British
system, opened recently. Embassy
dependents are authorized to attend
this school. Tuition and transporta-
tion fees are currently covered by
the educational allowance. The
school is for preschool and primary
grades, ages 3-11. To enter grade 1
(equivalent of U.S. kindergarten) a
student must be 5 years old by De-
cember 31. In 1984-85, the school

had 5 full-time teachers and 60 stu-
dents: 25% Americans; 75% West-
ern Europeans and other nation-
alities.

Special Educational
Opportunities :
The University of Maryland has a
branch on the compound, although
only a few courses are now avail-
able. The University .of Southern
California, University of Oklahoma
and University of Maryland have
more extensive course offerings in
Seoul.

Recreation. and
Social Life

Sports
Recreational facilities include a
swimming pool, bowling alley, ball
field, gymnasium, racquetball
court, steam bath, tennis courts,
movie theater, and library.
Personnel in Pusan can become
members of the Hialeah Officers
and Civilians Club. Currently, no
dues are required. The club has a
dining room, game room, bar, and
room for private parties and floor
shows. Pusan has two 18-hole golf
courses with memberships
available at either the Dong-Nae or
Pusan Country Clubs. However,
dues are prohibitively expensive.
Reasonably priced golf courses are
located at both Chinae and Camp
Walker, about 1 hour’s drive from

Pusan. Golf is very popular in
Korea and weekends are extremely
crowded, particularly Sundays.

Entertainment
Pusan’s symphony orchestra gives
concerts periodically, and oc-

casionally cultural attractions from
Seoul are presented. Several movie
theaters show foreign films; the
original soundtracks are retained
and subtitles are in Korean. AFKN
broadcasts AM radio and TV
programs daily. Pusan has one FM
stereo station. Radios and TV’s can
be purchased at the PX.

Social Activities

Among Americans. Female
spouses can participate in the
International Women's Associa-
tion, the U.S. Army Officer’s Wives’
Club, American Red Cross, USO,
Army Community Services, and can
volunteer as teachers, chaperones,
program coordinators, and coun-
selors for the schools, chapels, or
recreation center. The military has
a Masonic lodge, and the Rotary,
Lions, etc. have branches here with
regular meetings conducted in
Korean. -

International Contacts. Contact
with the Korean community is
possible through opportunities to
teach English and serve as advisors
to student groups and clubs.




Vietnam Underlines Cooperation on MIAs
Deputy Foréign Minister Points Out That U.S. Is Receiving Classified Data

By David Ignatius and William Branigin
: Washington Post Foreign Setvice

HANOI—Vietnam is providing classi-
fied information to the United States about
its wartime antiaircraft operations in an
effort to help resolve disputes about
American MIAs, according to Deputy For-
eign Minister Le Mai.

The document the Vietnamese are pro-
viding is an-84-page summary of attacks
on U.S. planes in the region surrounding
the Demilitarized Zone between 1968 and
1973. The Vietnamese initially gave the

. -tocopied ‘these documents” and are now

checking them against classified U.S. rec-
ords about American air operations during
the war. - , ;
Garnett Bell, who heads the US. office
dealing with MIA matters here, said the

" documents “have been very useful for spe-

United States 12 pages of this document

last July, and they are planning to provide

the remaining 72 pages at a meeting on .

Thursday, Vietnamese officials said. ]
“This is a very great effort on the Viet-

cific cases, because they give shootdown

incidents.” )
Hanoi’s decision to turn over previously

secret military records illustrates the

_Vietnamese government’s eagerness to

resolve the prickly MIA issue and speed
the process of normalization between the
two countries. )

The Vietnamese, for now, are trying to

~ follow China in opening their economy-: to

namese side, because it relates to military :

security,” Le Mai said. He explained.that. ;"

American experts who:have been working

here to account for U.S, servicemen listed

as mxsslng gln-;iction (MIA) “read and pho-

the West and adopting free markets while
keeping the Communist Party’s tight grip
on political and cultural life. But Vietnam-
ese officials appear reconciled to the fact
that -economic libéralization will mean
some loosening of the political system.

_ “Alongside economic reforms, it is a mat- -

‘

;
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ter of course that freedom and democracy
should be broadened,” Le Mai said. “We are
trying our best to broaden democracy.”

Even hard-liners such as Thai Ninh,
deputy. chairman of the party’s ideology
and culture committee and its leading
ideologue, appear willing to accept the
necessity of normalizing relations with the
United States. “Our policy is to be open,”
he said in a separate interview here.

The next step in the normalization pro-
cess is a meeting tentatively set for late
November in New York between senior
U.S. and Vietnamese diplomats. At this
meeting, Vietnam hopes the United States
will continue its slow, step-by-step lifting
of the trade embargo on Vietnam by allow-
ing resumption of direct telephone links.

Le Mai said that the Vietnamese tele-
communications authorities had already
reached a tentative commercial agree-

- ment- to restore service, and :was, only

i

i
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' Vietnam Stresses Coopemtion With U.S.

Pﬁéﬁcﬁoﬁ-l’resewaﬁm

HANOI, From A23A

“waiting for a green light from the
U.S. government.”

Successful
Hong Kong of Vietnamese “boat
people” who do not qualify for ref-
ugee status, as foreseen in an
agreement signed there Tuesday,
would help remove another of the
roadblocks to normalization of Viet-
nam’s relations with neighboring
countries and the West,

The Vietnamese offer of classi-
fied information on the MIA issue
began last July when Hanoi sought
to discredit a photograph that pur-
ported to show three American
MIAs still held in a Vietnamese
prison camp. The Vietnamese pro-

vided classified documents on the

downing of a U.S. F-4 in which they
insisted that a missing pilot was
killed. They also provided the 12

repatriation  from

pages of previously secret reports
detailing their antiaircraft opera-
tions in Quang Binh Province, just
north of the Demilitarized- Zone
along the border of what were then
North and South Vietnam.

The documents summarized daily
reports from the field to regional
commanders, noting such things as
the number of American warplanes
hit by antiaircraft fire and whether
the pilots had survived, Le Maj said.

Vietnam plans to make available
the additional 72 pages of documents
at a meeting with U.S. experts set
for Thursday, according to Le Bang,
acting director of the North Amer-
ican department of the Foreign Min-
istry. The additional documents will
provide information from Quang Binh
Province, as well as neighboring Ha
Tinh and Quang Tri provinces, the
scene of the heaviest U.S. air oper-
ations of the war.

Le Mai complained, however,
that the MIA effort has been com-
plicated by the U.S. refusal to re-
ciprocate Vietnam'’s release of old
war secrets. “It would be better if
the U.S. gave its classified informa-
tion about how many planes were
shot at, how many were shot down,
how many were missing,” he said.

“Maybe the U.S. has a big bu-
reaucracy,” he remarked.

Another move toward normaliz-
ing relations with the United States
and ending the trade embargo was
quietly taken earlier this year, ac-
cording to the Foreign Ministry’s
Le Bang. He said that on Feb. 8 the
United States had informed Viet-

nam that American banks would be

allowed to send remittances from
Vietnamese in the United States
back to Vietnam.

Le Bang called this “a small step
on the way to lifting the embargo.”
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THE NATIOAi, | CEMETERY, NATION’S HOLY GROUNDS

The National Cemetery, as nation’s holy grounds where rest the departed patriots and war dead who
threw their precious lives for the defense ‘and prosperity of their fatherland, is the centripetal point of
strong national spirit where we can meet with one mind and feel patriotism of those deceased who de-

fended our country.

This cemetery in its rear side adjoins the ridges of Tongjak hills which are spread like three—fold
screens, whose main peak is Mt. Kongjak, alongside the foot of Mt. Kwanak, and in its front side flows
the Han River divinely, and encompasses the soft and comfortable soils covering 1,430,000n?

(351acres)of area surrounded with the meandering hills, and watches the glorious history of this country.

The National Cemetery was founded on July 15,: 1955 as the military cemet;ary and enshrined 6nly .
the military officers, enlisted men and military employees, but 10 years thereafter it wag elevated as to-
day’s national cemetery on March 30, 1965 and now some 162,000 patriotic sf)irits are enshrined in-
cluding patriotié martyrs, patriots, meritorious individuals, military officers and enlisted men, police offic-

ers and reservists.

As people’s self—independence spirit become elevated, some million prayers visit this cemetery year-
ly throughout the four seasons, and a nationwidg memorial ceremony is yearly observed on June 6 to
pray the heavenly bliss for those departed patriotic spirits that defended this country throwing their lives
and so contributed to what this country is today.







Hyun—Choong Gate and

Hyun— Choong Tower

Hyun-Choong Gate was erected after the models of

ancestral shrines built at the end of the Koryo Dynasty

and in the middle of Yi Dynasty, and Hyun—Choong

Tower was built to commemorate the loyalties of
those patriots who threw their minds and bodies for

their fatherland to the everlasting déscendants, and

to console their souls.







Hyun-Choong Tower symbolizing

the National Cemetery,

nation’s holy grounds

Inside the Tower, memorial tablets of those intrepid
soldiers who died but whose bodies were not
found, and remains of those unknown soldiers

whose bodies were found, during the tragic Korean

War(1950.6.25~1953.7.27), are both enshrined.
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Graveyard for Patriots(Choong-Youl Dae)

This graveyard, which is located on the sunny hillside right back of Hyun-Choong Tower, enshrines
those patriots who devoted their whole lives to the national independence and the restoration of

national sovereign rights, home and abroad.
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Altar of the Heirless Patriots

This alta:r, which is located right back of Choong-Youl Dae, was erected as a means of 30—year
memorial program of the national independence, and enshrines those patriots who were heirless and
without individual tombs. On August 15, Korea’s Independence Day, the government yearly holds a

memorial service to pay nation’s tribute to the noble deeds of those patriots.




Tomb of The Late President Syng—Man Rhee

President Syng-Man Rhee devoted half his lifetime to the independence of this country, living in ex-

ile abroad since Japanese persecution of Korea. He, as the first President, also contributed much to the
establishment of government and anti—communist system in this country, passed away in Hawaii on

July 15, 1965, and was enshrined in this graveyard.




.

Tombs of The Late Mr. and Mrs. President Chung—Hee Park
This graveyard enshrines President Chung-Hee Park who established the self—supporting economy
and self—defensive power in this country and passed away on October 26, 1979, and Mrs. Presi

dent Yong-Soo Yook who was shot to death by a communist under the instigation of North Korea

in the celebrating hall of Korea’s Independence Day on August 15, 1974.







Graveyard for Meritorious Citizens

This graveyard is divided into three zones and some 40 meritorious citizens are enshrined there, who

devoted their whole lives to the development and prosperity of their fatherland.







Graveyard for Generals of the Army, Navy and Air Force

This graveyard enshrines those generals of the ROK Armed Forces who performed the central roles
of the foundation and development of the Armed Forces in the early days, and those who died

rendering meritorious services during the Korean War, the Vietnamese War and counter—espionage

operations.




Graveyard for Military officers, Enlisted men and Policemen

This graveyard enshrines those military officers, enlisted men and policemen who haye thrown their lives
for the defense of freedom and the security of their fatherland ever since the foundation of the ROK

Armed Forces and the National Police, and those patriotic military employees and reservists.

s










‘Graveyard for Soldiers dead in the Vietnamese War

It is the first oversea dispatch of our national army to support the Republic of Vietham on the van

of free allies and it is really significant for all of us in Korea

However, unfortunately, the Republic of Vietnam was communized eventually, caused on disruption of

public opinions, terrible social confusion, rotting, distrust including the slackening of anti—communism

although our youngmen helped them with much of sweats and bloods.







Monument for the Unknown Volunteer Students

This monument was erected to perpetuate the noble

self—sacrificing spirit of those young students who

voluntarily participated in the Korean War in their

school-uniforms to save this country when it was in

peril, and died making brilliant military achievements.




Monument for the Volunteer Students residing in Japan
This monument was erected by the Organization of Korean Residents in Japan to console their souls
and to perpetuate their noble sacrifices of 51 Korean volunteer students, then residing in Japan, who

sailed across Korea Strait to save their fatherland when its fate was like a flickering candle in the wind

during the Korean War, and died fighting bravely at the district battles.




Monument for the Ten Human Bombs

This monument was erected to honor the patriotic

loyalties and military achievements of the 10 com-
batants who dashed into enemy’ s totschka with bo-
mbs and hand grenades and died finally destroying
it to recover a hill on Mt. Songak that was illegally
occupied by North Korea on May, 1949, just one

year before the outbreak of the Korean War.




Monument for the Ranger Commandos

This monument was erected to perpetuate the noble sacrifices and the distinguished services of those
patriotic young students, then residing in the districts of North Korea, who performed guerrilla warfares
without service numbers to defend the peace and freedom of this country during the Korean War and

died as guardian angels of their fatherland.



Monument for the Police officers
This monument, standing aloft looking down the west side of the graveyard for police officers, was

erected to perpetuate the loyalties of those police officers who threw their lives in defense of the pros-

perities and security of this country from the communist aggression.




The Fountain Tower of Loyalty

This fountain tower symbolizes that people from various circles accomplish their duties with energetic spirits.



Hyun -Choong Pond

This pond was completed on October 30, 1986 by using 1,200 tons of natural stones from
Ka Pyung—Gun, Kyung Gi—Do and has been widely used by many people as the resting spaces since its

surroundings were beautified and several resting facilities were installed.




Golden Lawn Plaza

The Golden Lawn Plaza is located in front of Hyun-Chung Gate to form the atmosphere of holy

grounds and the memorial ceremony was held at this place for quite a time .to comfort the souls of

the dead for the protection of this country.




Farm of Deers and Birds
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” One Day Worth while in the Holy Grounds

The features of students’ praying

in the graveyard, before conducting

the beautification drive of the holy
|
|

grounds.

Features of students’ servicing

activities




Numerous people visit this holy grounds constantly and they have been performing various service

activities to make up the holy atmosphere, recalling the great loyalties and merits of those departed pa-

triots who died for their fatherland.




Major Educational Facilities

The National Cemetery has been offering the extensive relaxation space to citizens as the park of

grounds with the area of over 1,430,000n"(351 acres),and on the other hand, it recalls the holy mean-

ing involved in this national holy grbunds for annual over 6,000,000 people, students and general

worshipers, also, it provides a part of national spiritual education through the instillation of anti— comm —

unism and patriotism.

Hyun-Choong Hall(Education and Movie Hall)




Memorial Museum(Relics and War

Trophies Exhibited)




THE NATIONAL CEMETERY GUIDE MAP

Introductory Remarks

@ Main Gate

@ Information

(@ Management Office

@ Golden Lawn Plaza

® Memorial Museum

® National Defense Hall

@ Education and Movie Hall

Hyun—Choong Pond

(© Hyun—Choong Gate and Tower

(@ Monument for the Ranger Com-
mandos

@ Monument for; the Ten Human
Bombs

(2 Police officers Graveyard

() Monument for the Police officers

(5 West Graveyard for Soldiers

@ East Graveyard for Soldiers

Graveyard for Patriots

(D Second Graveyard for Generals

Second Graveyard for Meritorious
Citizens

Third Graveyard for Generals
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Irnproi?ing» ties

in Asia

is seen

as goal of U.S.

By Edward Neilan

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

TOKYO — Secretary ‘of State
James A. Baker III's visit to'China,
Japan and South Korea illustrates
the shifting of U.S. attention from
the Middle East to problems in Asia.

Centerpiece of the focus on the
Asia-Pacific region will be President

month. Then he will go on to South
Korea, Singapore and Australia be-
fore leading S0th anniversary obser-
vances of the December 7, 1941, Jap-
anese attack on Pearl Harbor in
Hawaii. .

There had been speculation
among Western and Japanese diplo-
mats here that a trip by Mr. Baker
was in the works as relations with
Beijing seemed to be increasingly
strained.

“Although the president has been
criticized at home for spending too
much time on foreign affairs, the ad-
ministration has been neglecting
. Asia," said a Western diplomat here,
“This trip will correct the second
partof that image.” Mr. Baker will be
the highest-ranking U.S. govern-
ment official to go to.China since the
1989 crackdown on pro-democracy
demonstrators in Beijing.

Washington imposed political,
military and economic sanctions on
Beijing as a result of the Tiananmen
incident and relations: have re-
mained icy. TR

“There will be no progress toward
improvement in relations unless the
two countries discuss the problems,”
Mr. Baker said in Madrid, Spain, in
announcing his trip. e s

Last week the US. 'Congress
voiced concern over Ghina's re-
ported cooperation with Iran in de-
veloping nuclear weapons. Chinese
officials responded that the cooper-
ation is only for peaceful purposes.

In advance of Mr. Baker's visit,
China released more information
yesterday about its nuclear coopera-
tion program with Iranin an effort
to convince U.S. critics that its pur-
poses are peaceful. :

A Foreign Ministry statement is-
sued by the state-run Xinhua News
Agency said China provided Iran
with an electromagnetic separator

for isotope production and a small,

reactor. N
It said Chinese and Iranian com-
panies signed commercial contracts

R

Bush's visittoJapanat theendof the . [

James Baker will help President
Bush get oriented for his trip.

for the sales in 1989 and 1991, re-
spectively.

“These facilities are used for nu-
clear medical diagnosis and nuclear
physics research, isotope produc-
tion, education and personnel train-
ing,” the statement said.

China acknowledged last week it
had cooperated with Iran in a non-
military nuclear program but gave
no details.

President Bush will deliver a ma-
jor speech on U.S.-Japanese rela;
tions in the Diet, or parliament, dur-
ing his visit to Japan late this month,
Japanese diplomatic sources told
newspapers here yesterday.

The Diet address forms part of at
least two principal statemerits that
are expected to define the thrust of
Mr. Bush's view of a global partner-
ship between the United States and
Japan in the post-Cold War world;

. The other statement, the sub-
stance of which is now in the works
among Japanese and U.S. officials,
will come in the torm of what 15
known here as a joint “’Tokyo Decla-
ration,”

Kiichi Miyazawa, who will be
sworn in officially as Japan's prime
minister today, has expressed a per-
sonal interest in this project,

Diplomatic sources said the joint
statement, if released as expected,
will focus on the shape of long-range
relations between allies that boast
the world's two largest economies.
Butan advance version of Mr. Bush's

. vision on Asia and the Pacific will

come earlier, £

The president is scheduled to de-
liver what has also been billed as a
major speech in New York on Nov. 12
on his administration’s policies on
the Asia-Pacific region.

Sew
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Presndent Bush wxll soon, facé hlS o

; “Learnmg hOW to
do geoeconomlcs

bxégest and host challengmg test, m}

‘ l'_vshapmg a new world.order. smge_the

iPetsian Gulf war. Beginning in. mld-
28 November Secretary of State Baker
and later Mr. Bush himself will spend
Lhe better part of-a month traveling in
As,!a ending symibolically on Dec. 7in

!I
. Y Pearl Harbor.

hey will-be trying to pull fﬁgethé?

tute for the tough polmcal decxsnons
needed in both capitals to 51detrack

a pollcy for-the Asian-Pacific_rim,-ani- economic warfare. lThe two, SJdes are!.

o are_a of the world that will probably .
' have a greater impact-on America
than dll the latest Soviet-American
" arms control] announcements and the
Middle East negotiations.
Mr. Bush and Mr. Baker, will be .
I dea”lmg with the'coreissue of any hew:
wqx 1d order — fo oreign economic poli-.
T' cL— in. the largest, most dynanﬂc
_}," ecqnomnc region of. the globé.
qe, Ane Bush-Baker challenge will be
. to teplace the historic anti-Soviet fo-"
cus of U.S. Asxan pohcy withvd Hew,
o emphasxs on Bedecoribmics, to “forge .
“HeéWw economic bonds and use them to
resolve political problems and pre-
vent economic disputes from explod-
ing’into political confrontations. -
£ The 'stakes "are’ mvestment“’jobs
,growth ‘trade and trade wars, and ==
mOst delicate and dangerous of all —
rélanons .with China’ and Japan
.Washmgton s troubles with these two
g ,,Asxan giants edge ever closer to a
VL blowup e
f7'No country is ‘more’ lmportant to"

the‘U S.than Japan, and.with no other;

“country are _its economic ties S0,
“Strained. Mr. Bush has managedto
--keep things together through his per-
sonal relationship with the departing
' Ptime Minister, To?ukn Kaifu, but

pépdonal frlendshlps pvill not subsu- '

talkmg about the rlght issues (Amerx-
_can budget deficits and educatlon and
’Japanese restrictive. trade . and m~
jvestment practtces) ‘but they, just are
lnot getting® anywhere-w-—*“*
-Japan will be Mr. BaKer's prmcxpal
stop in a trip that will-begin with a
Nov. 12 meeting with Asia’ s leading
free market countries; Latgr in _No-
vember Mr. Bush will’ journey to.Ja-
Jpan, South Korea, Indonie wLaJindAus
tralia. Neither now Elanrto stop i
“China, .. .
Chm&é’leaders ar e“approachmg a
full boil ¢ over: Congressmn}) pressures
on human rights,” Mr.” Bush’s visit
_With Tibet’s Dalai-Lama and 4 host of ; L5 .
“other such Amatters.-U. S! leaders’ are
steammg over Chma 5. $15 bxllxon
ltrade surplus with'the U.S, some of it
the fl’lll[S of slave labor. :
Some China experts” Would like Mr.
Baker to stop in Beijing and defuse
the tension. But the Secretary and the,
President worry that such a high-
level contact would send American
; human rights watchers into orblt_
The sblution, and Administration dxp-
‘Jomats are workmg on 1t*secretly, it
to see if Beumg will agree in advance !
‘to .certain ,’ concessions : to ' be an-
nounced durmg:a Baker vxsnt *‘-'“-‘“'
S icag3 hold on Chma turns o 7'

T Tl

(trade technology and inv 7
4 af which. h-Beijing requxres
Qze That. _hold;> 1 tragxcally,,
little to allevxate Beljmg S human and
political rights_ abuses But’ Washmg-
ton has used its leverage well to gain ~
" China’s critical neutrallty ‘at the ‘U.N.

" during the war against Irag, pressure.

on Commuhist rebels to'end the fight-
ing in Cambodia® -and agreement to ',
restrict missile sales to the volatlle

m -
has done

Mldeast and elsewhere. -

- The power .of -the purse 1s every- .

where evident in ASia, Japan is using -
it 1o pry its northern 'islands -away -
‘from ‘the Soviet Union. . Tokyo is em-
ploying the 'same balt to’ persuade
" North Korea 'to halt its’ none-too-se-""
cret nuclear arms -program. North
Korea is coming out‘of its nasty and .
dangerous shell because it is'an eco-
nomic basket case. Vietnam will also -
Sink into economi¢: oblxvxon thhout

* aid, which explains its. recent help in -

concluding Cambodia's civil, war.
Overarching all this are the World-
wide GATT free-trade negouatlons,,a

vast- mululateral gabfest now inan |

ominous stalemate. A breakdown in ¢
thése talks” could lead- to. ‘Western -,
European and North Amencan trade:
-blocs. To guard agamst stsuehy possxbll-
ties,; somé Asians’ are flirting, with
-estabhshmg theit own trade bloc.lwﬁ

Fortunately; ASian nations’ still de- |

{ pend on free.trade, oppose protectxon-
ilsm and fear Japanese domination lf
Anierica is. excluded ] véry Pacmc
? rim; nation, wants full American in-
‘volvement in the: re@on which givés-
‘~the U.S.an mherent long-term advan-"
tage that Mr. Bush ahd Mr. Baker can
start ;using next month to.- mold’ the:
Lemergxngrgeoeconomlc order~ a

/




ister. China, which arms the Khmers
Rouges, and the Soviet Union, which arms
the Hun Sen government, say they will stop
only when the other does. Even an imper-
fect arms embargo would increase the
chance of a deal.

Second, the top leaders of the Khmers
Rouges must disappear. The government
will never accept a plan that would allow
Pol Pot, Khieu Samphan and Ta Mok to re-
turn to Cambodia, let alone stand in an
election. Mr Hun Sen’s advisers talk of try-
ing these men for genocide before an elec-
tion is held, a certain way to put off an elec-
tion indefinitely. But supposing Pol Potand
the others went into retirement in China?
The Khmers Rouges are more like a religious
sect than a political party; without their
charismatic leaders, they would start to
wither away. At least, that’s the hope.

China might accept such a proposition.
A return to power by the Khmers Rouges
would bebad publicity, but China’s honour
would be safe if just one extreme-left party,
made up of the rump of the Khmers Rouges,
were allowed to stand at the election.

Success in Jakarta will depend on the
skill of Mr Hun Sen’s negotiating team. Mr
Hun Sen would have the best chance of suc-
cess if he had a free hand. But two of the six
members of his team have been replaced by
henchmen of Chea Sim, Mr Hun Sen’s
main rival for power. This somewhat di-
vided team will be up against Mr Khieu
Samphan, the Khmers Rouges’ frontman,
who is a master at blocking progress while
ensuring the other side takes the blame.

'i‘héKofeas ) .
Divided nations,
United Nations

FROM OUR ASIA CORRESPONDENT

ISTENING to official North Korean ra-
dio can be edifying as well as inevitable
(radios in North Korea are fixed to prevent
listeners from tuning in to any other sta-
tion). On May 28th a broadcast announced
that the North would follow South Korea’s
lead and apply for membership of the
United Nations. The North had always re-
sisted the idea of both Koreas having un
seats: it would perpetuate the division of the
peninsula, it argued (not to mention giving
the South’s government the sort of recogni-
tion that the North has long faught to deny
it). But now, said the radio broadcast, the
North “had no choice.” If the South got in
while the North stayed out, Korean matters
would be “dealt with in a biased manner.”
Why the humiliating reversal? The
North has been cornered by the skilful di-
plomacy of the South’s President Roh Tae

* Woo. The idea of his Nordpolitik was to
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build links to North Korea’s patrons, China
and the Soviet Union, that would make it
impossible for the North to continue shun-
ning the South’s government and any who
dealt with. it. The North’s only counter-
thrust, an attempted. opening to Japan,
failed last weekend in Beijing: talks on pos-
sible diplomatic relations broke down over
Japan’s insistence that North Korea should-
open its nuclear plants to international
inspection. Ul I 0
No such misfortu;

weary of North Korean intransigence and

eager for South Korean money and technol- -

ogy, Mr Roh found a more-than-willing
partner. The two presidents first met, in San

Francisco, a year ago. Within months, dip-

lomatic relations had been established and .
ambassadors exchanged. Mr. Roh  went to
Moscow in December; Mr Gorbachev re-
turned the favour (and made the North Ko-

reans livid with rage) by stopping offin "~
South Korea on his way home from Japan in

April. The South, having concluded that its
sporadic talks with the North were getting
nowhere, decided earlier thisyear towaitno_ )
longer to make its UN bid. The Soviet Union
promised nottovetoit. ... - -
The problem was China: The Chinese
have good economic relations. with South
Korea, but they fought alongside the North
in the Korean warand are not about to ditch
their old friends as unceremoniously as Mr
Gorbachev did. The South’s political over--
tures to China have been received politely, -
no more; and China would give no hint
whether it might use its Security Council

SRS

veto to block South Korea’s UN application. -
Until this week, anyway. The likeliest ex-

planation of the North’s change of tune is

that when Li Peng, China’s prime minister, .

visited Pyongyang early in May, he took
aside the North’s “Great Leader”, Kim Il

have&&llen the -+
"South’s strategy. In Mikhail - Gorbachev,.

and:told him-the veto would not be
used.- Now.. China, too, it seems, has ac-
cepted the logic of Mr Roh’s Nordpolitik.

=& What next? A South Korean newspaper
has reported that secret talks about direct
commercial flights between South Korea
and China were held in Beijing last week. It
was, said the report, at China’s request.

Tl e 28
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N7 OU would not know it from all the fuss
" X the Japanese government mgikes to pro-
tect its rice growers from foreign compe-

tition—but Japan is running out of farmers.

" Asurvey by the National Research Institute

_of Agricultural Economics has just found
that 83% of farming communities in Japan
" now have idle rice paddies—up from 48%
~five years ago. By 1995 two out offive villages
expect to haveserious difficulty finding peo-
-.pletowork the land. ST
»~"-Counting everyone with a. cabbage
-~ patch and up, Japan has 3.8m farming
. households (out of 38m all told), almost 10%
fewer than in 1985. But only 3m of Japan’s
" farming households till the soil commer-
~ cially; the rest grow things for their own
- kitchen (they might be called gardeners else-
. Where). Hardcore professional farmers—
“those for. whom agriculture is their sole
-source of income—number no more than
©470,000. Itisamong Japan’s 2.5m part-time
- farmers that the attrition is taking place: the
'sons have left the land for better-paying qus
 in nearby factories and offices. Few cherish
~the thought of taking over the family
plot—other than to use it for a weekend cot-
. tage. Those who do face pretty lonely pros-
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, unless they manage to import a bride
""from the Philippines.

. Nowhere, in other words, is the greying
fJapan happening faster than down on the
farm. In 1960 half of Japan’s farming popu-
lation were still under 42 years old (see

0—retirement age for the rest of Japan. De-
mographers reckon that, by 2000, as much

will have died of old age.
“* The morbid implications have not es-
caped policy-makers within the ruling Lib-
eral Democratic Party (LDP). Theyhave been
dusting down plans for electoral reform. Be-
cause electoral boundaries have failed to
keep pace with the migration over the years
of people to thecities, some country districts
now have more than three times the voting
clout of their city counterparts.

Such disparities are illegal. In May the
Osaka High Court ruled that the 1990 gen-
eral election was, in fact, unconstitutional.
The presiding judge criticised the Diet (par-
liament) for failing to correct disparities
that had been evident since the 1985 cen-
sus—but he rejected a citizens’ request that
the poll be declared null and void, saying it
would cause too big a rumpus.

"The LDP, however, now
has its own reasons for want-
< ing to correct the imbalances.

Ever since the Recruit shares-
for-favours scandal two years
ago, it has been convenient to -
blame the electoral system, in
which most constituencies
have between three and five
seats, for the LDP’s insatiable
appetite for money. To main-
tain its majority in the Diet,
the LDP has to field three or
four candidates in each con-
stituency. That takes money,
“and lots of it. With close on
300 candidates at roughly Y1

chart). By 1990 the median had soared to .

as a third of Japan’s farming population -

:billidtll ($7m) apiece, an LDP general-elec-

tion campaign costs four times more than
an American presidential election.

Toshiki Kaifu, the prime minister
plucked from untainted obscurity in the
wake of the Recruit affair, has staked his ca-
reer on ending his party’s money-grubbing
habits. A plan has been drafted that would
introduce smaller constituencies in the
powerful lower house along with a measure
of proportional representation. Mr Kaifu
has been pressing his party bosses to let him

convene an extraordinary session of the -

Diet (in recess since early May) to get some
reforms adopted.

He may get his way (August seems the
most likely time) simply because it now
suits the party’s interests. The LDP owes its
majority in the lower house to the loyalty of
the over-represented farmers. However,
with as many as three out of five LDP mem-
bers being elected by voters who are literally
dying out, party officials know it cannot be
much longer before they will have to dump
the farmers in favour of the wage-earning
city dwellers.

Switching to a fairer electoral system
would at last allow the LpP to stand up to
the country’s vociferous farm-
ing lobby—and so quieten
American complaints over ag-
ricultural imports, or rather
the lack of them. Just as use-
fully, itwould reduce the ludi-
crous cost of rice, meat and
milk. At the moment a Japa-
nese family spends more than
30% of its disposable income
on food, compared with the
20% spent by a European
family and the 17% spent by
an American one. Bright peo-
ple in the LDP know that
cheaper shopping could buya
lot of votes.

Australia

Hawke flies again

FROM OUR CANBERRA CORRESPONDENT

IF AUSTRALIA is indeed the lucky coun-
try, who is its luckiest man? It must be
Bob Hawke. The prime minister had been
awaiting grim news from New South Wales,
According to the opinion polls, his Labor
Party was going to take a beating in the state
election on May 25th. Mr Hawke, already
deeply unpopular, would be under further
pressure to resign—not just from the elector-
ate but from his own party colleagues.

Either the polls were wrong or the mul-
ish voters of New South Wales decided that
they were not going to be taken for granted.
When most of the counting had finished, it
became clear that Labor had done pretty
well. Because of Australia’s complex voting
system, it was not immediately known
whether the Liberal (conservative) govern-
ment would continue to run the state, but at
least Labor had reason to celebrate.

New South Wales is Australia’s most
populous state. The Liberals were hoping
that a big win there would lay the ground-
work for a conservative victory for the Lib-
eral-National Party coalition in the federal
general election due by March 1993. The dis-
appointed Liberals blame the state premier,
Nick Greiner, for running a bland cam-
paign against Labor’s Bob Carr, who fought
hard. One big issue was whether the Liberals
planned to bring in a consumption tax.

. Mr Hawke, though, will be less inter-
ested in local factors than in the big picture.
He will see the New South Wales result as a
turning-point in his fortunes. He certainly
needs one. Apart from being the federal gov-
ernment, Labor runs five of Australia’s six
states, but has been growing increasingly
pessimistic about retaining its grip at either
national or state level. The party has been

- behind in opinion polls nationally and in

every state except Queensland.

Much of the blame is put on the reces-
sion, at least as severe as that of 1981. In the
three months to March, company profits
slumped 29%; in April unemployment rose
t0 9.9%. Mr Hawke’s chief rival for the top

. job, Paul Keating, is even more unpopular

than the prime minister. The recession is
worldwide, but Mr Keating, the treasurer (fi-
nance minister), is generally supposed to
have made things worse for Australia by
mishandling—or at least misjudging—the
economy. In 1987 he allowed it to overheat;
he then had to use high interest rates to cool
it down. But Mr Keating’s supporters argue
that, however much he is disliked, only he
has the drive to lead Labor to victory again.
Mr Keating showed his bounce this
week when he declared: “There’s definitely
a recovery coming through.” Economic
growth in the year from July would, he said,
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much to brag about

rise t0 3.75% from this year’s 2%. True, unem-
ployment would have to rise to 10.75%, but
an annual inflation rate as low as 4% was
now within grasp. Whatever Mr Keating’s
failings, he does not lack confidence.

. What, then, will he do next? On May
30th his supporters claimed that Mr Hawke

had broken a promise made in 1988 to step .

aside for Mr Keating after the 1990 election.
Mr Hawke’s camp say the promise became
null and void after Mr Keating told report-
ers last Christmas (supposedly “off the
record”) that he would make a better leader
than Mr Hawke. An open challenge by Mr
Keating, perhaps at a party meeting on June
4th, seems inevitable—and Mr Keating’s fol-
lowers claim the prime minister no longer
has enough support to retain the party lead-
ership. But Mr Hawke has led Labor to four
general-election victories in a row. At La-
bor’s centenary celebrations this month Mr

Hawke can claim credit for the party’s most
successful years since it was founded. By im-
plication, Mr Keating is sowing discord for
the sake of his own ambition.

Apart from nursing a sick economy, La-
bor needs to limit the damage from disclo-
sures to a royal commission into possible
corruption in Western Australia. Mr Hawke
has successfully answered claims that the
government took a soft line on the taxation
of gold companies in return for political do-
nations, but the fact that the allegation was
made has not helped him. He refused to
sack the man at the centre of the allegation,
Brian Burke, Australia’s ambassador to Ire-
land and formerly premier of Western Aus-
tralia. Mr Burke eventually resigned.

Nothing much has been heard from the
commission for the past week or two, but it
will undoubtedly trigger off more juicy
headlines in the future. Those headlines
will assuredly hurt Labor. Mr Hawke,
though, should not be written off. In poli-
tics, luck is the most powerful of assets.

Fl’cgwer of the
monkey king

FROM A CORRESPONDENT IN LHASA

THE talk in the Tibetan capital Lhasa is
how much the telly has improved over
the past week or two. Instead of tedious pro-
grammes about five-year plans and heroic
work units, the local station has been show-
ing Chinese soap operas. On May 23rd, so-
called Liberation Day, Tibetans were so riv-
eted by the latest episode of “The Monkey
King”, a kung-fu epic, that they seemed to
have forgotten to go outside and throw
stones at the Chinese liberators.

Someone high up in the administration
has realised that there are more artful ways
of subduing people than shooting or jailing
them, as has happened in Tibet in the past.
As well as making television more enter-
taining and providing an all-day service in-
stead of a few hours in the evening, the Chi-
nese cut the price of alcohol. A bottle of
Chinese brandy, normally 12 yuan ($2.25),
could be had for about half the price. Fac-
tory workers were given extra money to buy
new clothes. Lhasa was spruced up and two
golden figures of yaks were installed in the

town centre. The local postmark now carries |

words in Tibetan as well as Chinese.
Tibetan nationalists, unimpressed by
television, might claim that Liberation Day,
marking 40 years of Chinese communist
rule, passed quietly because there were so
many security men in Lhasa. It is true thata
lot of them were about, in the streets and on
the roofs of buildings. This correspondent
was arrested, and held for an hour or so, for

T IS unclear whether the Austrian

airliner that came down in the jun-
glesof Thailand this week was the vic-
tim of a bomb or not. But whatever
the investigation into the crash
shows, security procedures at Bang-
kok airport, the aircraft’s last port of
call, were plainly unsatisfactory. An
official at the airport said the airline
let luggage be put in the aircraft’s
cargo hold without being x-rayed. All
223 people died in the Boeing 767,
which was owned by a firm run by
Nikki Lauda, a former racing driver.
The wreckage was stripped of useful
bits by looters, and many of the bod-
ies were robbed. For Thais in this
bone-poor part of the land, the crash
was seen as a gift from the rich world.

walking about without an official guide. But
the security men mostly wore civilian
clothes, and few guns were in evidence.

Even so, anti-Chinese demonstrations
are unlikely to be a thing of the past in Tibet.
Atleast 500 students are said to be prepared
to take to the streets brandishing Tibetan
flags. But some new thinking s clearly going
on among the Chinese bosses of resentful
Tibet. Many Tibetans, weary of years of
mindless oppression, consider this to be a
change for the better.
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Here comes Farmer Giles-san

FROM OUR TOKYO CORRESPONDENT

B

Now nice rice price

FORGET cars and electronic wizardry for
the moment. The new surprise that Ja-
pan has for the world is farm products. A
keenly competitive industry is in the mak-
ing. Japanese farmers are producing four
times as much livestock as they did in the
1960s. Their dairy farms today are as big as
those in the European Community, and
yielding a third more milk. Beef producers
not only operate successfully at home—the
southern parts of Kyushu and Hokkaido are
the most favoured—but have copied the car
makers, setting up farms in Australia and
America.

‘These are early days. A few luxury items
(Wagyu beef, matsutake mushrooms) aside,
agriculture is unlikely to be a big export
earner for Japan for some time. But the
home market is on the move. Rice is the
most topical example, and an example too
of how adaptable Japan can be. Foreign
producers will not find it all that easy to
cash in on Japan’s reluctant, but inevitable,
ending of its ban on rice imports.

Until recently the ban looked
unshiftable. “Not a single grain ofimported
rice,” Japanese politicians used to promise
their farming constituents. But Japan does
not want to be blamed for the possible col-
lapse of the Uruguay round of GATT negoti-
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ations by seeming to be immovably protec-
tionist. By the reckoning of the oEcp,
Japan’s “producer subsidy equivalent” (the
organisation’s measure of agricuitural pro-
tection) stood at 71% in 1989, down only
three percentage points from 1988, The aver-
age for the oECD as a whole was 41%, down
five points from the year before. This year
the Japanese have something to crow about.
Though still high by international stan-
dards, Japan’s subsidy for agriculture had
fallen to 68% while the European Commu-
nity’s had risen from 41% to 48%.

Haloes shining, Japanese officials ar-
rived at the ministerial meeting of the oECD
in Paris on June 4th carrying permission
from their government to accept GATT's
“minimum access” proposal for rice im-
ports. No agreement on rice has yet been
reached, but as much as 500,000 tons a year
of foreign rice could soon start flowing into
Japan. For all of America’s pains in getting
Japan to yield on rice, the bulk of it is likely
to come from Thailand. Cheap Thai rice
sells well in the region.

The changing nature of Japan’s rice
growers should enable the government to
concede 5% or so of the market to foreigners
without too much political cost. Five out of
six of Japan’s 3m commercial farmers till

plots of an average size of 1.2 hectares (three
acres). Britain’s average farm is 60 times
that size, and America’s 150 times. But the
country’s 2.5m part-time farmers have
started leaving the land in droves. Most of
them are aged 60 or so, the usual retirement
age in Japan. Within a decade, half of them
will be dead from hard work and old age.
Brutal though it sounds, this is leaving the
470,000 hard-core professional farmers
with more land to lease. Average field sizes
arerising dramatically, bringing substantial
improvements in productivity.

The government has been quietly nudg-
ing along these demographic develop-
ments. Since 1986 professional farmers have
been given incentives to use combine har-
vesters and other machinery to transplant
five rows of rice plants at a time. Crop rota-
tion—from rice to wheat, barley and
soyabeans—has also been encouraged. The
aim is to reduce the cost of growing rice by
40-60% by 1995. The target is not unrealistic.

At the same time the government has
been doing what it can to reduce the price of
rice in the shops. This is fearfully expensive
compared with, say, Thailand’s, but the gap
should narrow. Regulations for marketing
rice have been relaxed during the past three
years. As a result, the number of shops li-
censed to sell rice has increased substan-
tially. More than 60% of the rice in the shops
nowadays is bought direct from farmers
and co-operatives instead of through the
government’s Food Agency. Since October
1990 spot prices have been set by monthly
auctions in Tokyo and Osaka.

Suddenly, the unthinkable has hap-
pened: regions that grow inferior rice are
finding no one wants their produce—least
of all the government agency. Meanwhile,
the tasty Koshihikari rice from Niigata and
the cheaper Akita-komachi variety from
Akita are proving hugely popular. With the
beginnings of a free market for rice, price
differentials are encouraging growers to be-
come innovative as well as selective. Some
have started growing the long-grained
Indica variety used in Chinese and Indian
cooking. Kirin, a beer company, which en-
tered the rice-growing business in 1988, is
expecting Japan’s Indica harvest to be ten
times bigger this autumn than last.

Although no one seriously expects Japan
ever to export rice, its more liberal market is
not going to be a pushover for foreign grow-
ers. Other farm products, however, will offer
opportunities for all. Some high-quality ex-
ports, like Wagyu beef, may become even
more desirable because of American com-
petition (see box, next page). While the
Americans are putting more hamburgers on
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FROM A CORRESPONDENT IN SEATTLE

HE Americans still find it hard to

sell beef to Japan, even though the
Japanese lifted beef import quotas on
April 1st. The Japanese, who eat most of
their beef sliced thinly and quickly fried
or boiled, prefer meat that has ripples of
fat running through it. American beef
tends to be leaner, with fat that sur-
rounds the meat. Good for a barbecue,
but not sukiyaki.

Enter Alvin, a cross-bred bull from
Texas. Alvin is fifteen-sixteenths Wagyu,
a Japanese breed. In May a team from
Washington State University, where Al-
| vin now lives, took some carcases from
Wagyu cross-breeds to beef markets in
Tokyo and Osaka.

The American meat’s quality aston-
ished Japanese butchers, and was ex-
pected to fetch nearly $30a pound in the
shops. That is some 30% higher than the
price paid for samples from Angus and
Longhorn cattle—mainstays of the
| American beef industry—taken to Japan
| atthe same time for comparison.

l Alvin and 50 other cross-bred Wagyu
cattleat the university are descendants of
four Wagyu bulls bought 15years ago by a
Texas rancher in a still somewhat mys-

Beefing about American Wagyu

terious transaction. The bulls produced
several offspring, as well as semen now
worth about $2m. Any American Wagyu
industry will have to be built from those
meagre resources. It is unlikely that Japa-
nese ranchers will allow any more of
their precious ruminants to leave Japan.
However, Ray Wright, an animal-sci-
ences professor at Washington State
University, says it might be possible to
obtain the meat the Japanese like from
cattle that are as little as half Wagyu.

Alarmed by this prospect, some Japa-
nese are claiming that their cattle, which
are massaged and given beer to drink,
produce better beef. But Mr Wright be-
lieves that American Wagyu will suc-
ceed. “If Japanese butchers can make
money on it,” he says, “they will sell our
product.”

Japanese tables, the Japanese cattlemen
have their eyes on America—even Iowa,
home of perhaps the best corn-fed beef in
the United States. With Toshiki Kaifu’s gov-
ernment under pressure to dismantle other
bits of its agricultural protection, the era of
the Japanese agri-businessman has arrived.
Just wait for American complaints.

South Korea
Gingerbread man

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT IN SEOUL

T WAS another spring weekend in Seoul.

The usual Sunday evening crush of traffic
returning from the country was crushed
even more when 10,000 demonstrators and
their firebombs met the riot police and their
tear-gas canisters. Next evening, June 3rd, a
dazed Chung Won Shik, South Korea’s
prime minister-designate, was escorted out
of a university lecture hall looking like an
unfinished gingerbread man, dusted with
the flour and spattered with the eggs that
students had thrown at him.

That is probably it for this year’s riot sea-
son. There was never any chance of the gov-
ernment being brought down, though the
incident that set off South Korea’s biggest se-

ries of demonstrations since 1987—the beat-
ing to death of a student by police on April
26th—earned the radicals a greater degree of
public tolerance than usual. They lost any
residue of that with their attack on Mr
Chung, but it was time to leave the streets
anyway: university examinations were due
tostart at the end of the week.

This will leave Korean politics free to re-
turn to its democratic channels. These seem
as clogged as the roads. The radicals have lit-
tle hold on Korean sympathies—no more
than 10% even of students are

T

The two Kims were happy to co-operate in
using the unrest to bring down Mr Ro.

Ruling-party bureaucrats are upset at
what they see as the preference given to peo-
ple from Mr Roh’s home region of Taegu in
the making of government appointment.
Businessmen are displeased with erratic
economic policy-making, and everyone is
unhappy about high inflation (edging into
double figures), especially in the price of
land, which rose in Seoul last year by 30%.

Despite the introduction of democracy

_three years ago, the rivalries om
tarian years seem hardly to have changed.
They dominate politicians’ thinking to the
exclusion of most other things, certainly
policy-making. g en rly i
1993, and the constitution prohibits hin,

om succeeding himself. The ruling party
“has talked of switching Korea to a par-
liamentary system under a strong prime
minister but, for now anyway, lacks the
votes to do it. If the National Assembly elec-
tion early in 1992 does not change that, the
only political prize really worth having is
the presidency.

Kim Dae Jung, who has been the m:
opposition leader since the early 1960s, w
certainly be one candidate for the job. Wit}
in the ruling party—an uneasy amalgam of
the former military party and two ex-oppo-
sition parties—Kim Young Sam is the front-
runner. Indeed, the assumption is that the
price this Mr Kim (another veteran of the
1960s) demanded from Mr Roh to throw in
his lot with the government was a promise
of the ruling party’s presidential nomin
tion in 1992.

This will be resisted by the former n:
tary faction within the ruling party. But. a-
Mr Kim Young Sam taunts, that faction will
have a hard time finding anybody with bal-
lot-box appeal. A split in the ruling party is
not out of the question, though it is unlikely:
that is the only thing that could open the
way for Mr Kim Dae Jung.

These are the ambitions that whirl
around the country’s local elections duc o1

demonstrators. But then neither
do elected politicians. The gov-
ernment of President Roh Tae
Woo usually has approval ratings
of less than 20% in the opinion
polls.

The riots this spring seemed
more momentous than they were
because, for a time, the many ele-
ments of dissatisfaction with Mr
Roh’s government came together.
Mr Chung’s predecessor as prime
minister, Ro Jai Bong, had
antagonised both the leader of the
opposition, Kim Dae Jung, and
the head of one of the factions in
the ruling Democratic Liberal
Party (and a former opposition
leader himself), Kim Young Sam.

The prime minister anointed

109!
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Hun Sen and royal friend

at the ready, to pay for arrangements made
by others. The Japanese, who want to play
host to the next Cambodian pow-wow, have

held several meetings with Mr Hun Sen;

their idea is to exclude from the election any
faction that breaks a UN-verified ceasefire.
But that assumes progress in the mean-
time. As Indonesia’s foreign minister, Ali
Alatas, his head doubtless spinning from
. meeting factions too hostile to discuss their
differences face-to-face, said at a final press
conference, “Time is running out. Haven’t
there been killing and shooting and refu-
gees and maiming and separation of fam-
ilies for long enough?”

Myanmar

That's friendship

T MAY seem strange that Thailand, a nice

place (though it finds it hard to stick to
democracy), is so amiable towards the dic-
tatorship of Myanmar (Burma). On June
4th Thai officials rounded up 185 Burmese
who had found sanctuary in the town of
Mae Sot and returned them across the bor-
der to whatever cruelties Myanmar devises
for dissidents. Critics of the Thais say that
the soldier-politicians who took control in
Thailand in a military coup in February get
on well with the Myanmar junta; and that
their fellowship is strengthened by the pick-
ings from cross-border smuggling.

Butitis not thatsimple. Governments in
South-East Asia, and not only Thailand’s,
are reluctant to endorse the West’s general
condemnation of the junta. That was evi-
dent at a meeting on trade in Luxembourg
between officials of the European Commu-
nity and the Association of South-East
Asian Nations that ended on May 3ist. The
British foreign secretary, Douglas Hurd,
used the word “grotesque” to describe the
junta’s policies. He said Asian countries
should ban arms sales to Myanmar, as the

Community had done. But Asians, already
wary of the Community’s growing hold on
world trade, resent what they see as bossi-
ness. Whatever they may think of the
Myanmar regime, they prefer to defend its
right to run the country as it thinks fit. Euro-
peans and Asians view the world differ-
ently, said one official. Anyway, Myanmar
gets most of its arms from China, which
does not condemn a government just be-
cause it is authoritarian.

Even so, the Chinese must be puzzled, as
others are, that the junta allowed a general
election to take place in May last year if it
did not propose to honour the result. The
Australian foreign minister, Gareth Evans,
says the election was a fraud designed to
flush out dissidents. The majority of the 392
candidates of the National League for De-
mocracy who won seats in a proposed 485-
seat parliament are in jail or dead or have
gone into hiding.

An alternative reason for the election is
that the soldiers did not expect to lose. They
thought they had managed the country well,
an illusion common to all vain and stub-
born officer corps, and assumed that the
people would agree. Myanmar, anyway, has
a tradition of submissiveness. In the 1,850
years since Ptolemy mentioned the place in
his “Geography”, Myanmar has had a freely
elected government for only 14 years. That
was from 1948, when Britain granted inde-
pendence to Burma, to 1962, when General
Ne Win seized power,

The general, who has officially retired
but is thought still to govern Myanmar, be-
lieved that the disturbing ideas about social
progress that caused trouble elsewhere had
hardly penetrated the backwater of
Myanmar. The buildings of Yangon had de-
cayed a little but otherwise the capital had

A general ’s-daughfexj

scarcely changed since it was the Rangoon
of British times. An' election, he decided,
would gain favour with the outside world, A
fair one? Yes, he told his lieutenants, Just
lock up some students and other troubj..
makers. I know my Burmese. They will back
the people who have brought them security,

For the army the result of the electiop
was a shock that still hurts a year later, The
Junta decided that the army’s best way to sal.
vage its pride was to try to discredit mem-
bers of the victorious League. Many women
have been among those persecuted. Women
have high status in Myanmar and did wel|
atthe polls. The League’s Aung San Suy Kyi._
the daughter of a soldier-politician assas.;
nated in 1947, is simply its most famous fig-
ure, and its most privileged. She is under
house arrest, but the army has made it clear
that, as a general’s daughter, she will not be
harmed. They would like her to leave the
country, hoping her “freedom” will be
taken as a sign that the junta is humane after
all. Perhaps for that reason alone, she has
declined to go.

Australia

Keating watches
the clock

FROM OUR CANBERRA CORRESPONDENT

EW Australians believe that Paul

Keating is finished. True, he said, afte:
Bob Hawke had beaten off his challenge c::
Monday, “I had only one shot in the locke:.
Thave fired it, and the result is there for all to
see.” But the result that Australians see is
that, although Mr Keating lost, he did not
lose hopelessly.

The 110 Labor members of the federal
Parliament voted on june 3rd to keep Mr
Hawke as their leader, and thus prime min-
ister, by 66 votes to Mr Keating’s 44. Senti-
ment for the man who has led the partv t:
victory four times in’succession, togethe:
with pressure by Mr Hawke’s managers on:
possible waverers, kept the challenge at bay.
But it may not have gone away.

The eventual undoing of Mr Hawke, one
theory goes, will come not from another di-
rect challenge from Mr Keating, but simply
by his remaining on the backbenches of Par-
liament as an alternative leader. Sooner or
later Mr Hawke will stumble, fall into disfa-
vour and be persuaded to stand down for
Mr Keating. In particular, Mr Hawke will I~
haunted, the argument goes, by what 1.
coming to be described as his “great lie"™—
the promise he admits he made to Mr
Keating that he would make way for him
during the present Parliament.

However, such theorising presupposes
that Mr Keating knew he was going to lose.
but accepted that losing, and resigning as
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treasurer (finance minister), was part of a
grand strategy that would eventually take
him to the top. It seems as likely, though,
that he thought he would win. His ambition
is great, and he may have made the mistake
of believing his fans: every newspaper of
note in Australia that expressed a view on
the contest backed Mr Keating for the
leadership.

By this reckoning he may have made an
error of judgment, and not for the first time.
Mr Keating is a clever fellow who has helped
to bring about some much-needed financial
reforms. But Australia’s present deep reces-
sion is partly due to Mr Keating’s misjudg-
ments as treasurer, honestly arrived at but
blunders nevertheless. In 1987 he allowed
the economy to overheat and then had to
use high interest rates to cool it down. He is
liked by political writers because his robust
style provides them with lively copy. But his
following in the country at large is less sure.
Even Australians may have reservations
about a senior politican, with ambitions for
statesmanship, who calls his opponents
“scumbags”. And Labor's present poor
showing in the opinion polls—18 points be-
hind the Liberal-National opposition—is
blamed mostly on Mr Keating.

Mr Hawke does well in the polls. In a
recent one Mr Hawke was preferred as
prime minister by 44% of réspondents, com-
pared with 41% for the opposition leader,
John Hewson. Clearly, though, Mr Hawke
and Labor have been wounded by the
challenge.

On his first appearance in Parliament as
the new treasurer, John Kerin acquitted
himself well, with measured answers and
pertinent political. responses. The quick
judgment of Mr Kerin, the former energy
minister, is thathe may bring a slight soften-
ing of economic policies. But he is a compe-
tent administrator, who will be strongly ad-
vised by the Treasury to maintain firm
policies. He is unlikely to relinquish the
government’s reputation—albeit somewhat
tarnished—for economic honesty.

india

A congress of
prime ministers

FROM OUR DELHI CORRESPONDENT

N POLITICS it can be wise to start count-

ing your chickens before they are
hatched. The Congress Party is by no means
certain to win the Indian general election—
polls take place on June 12th and 15th—but
in the leaderless atmosphere after Rajiv
Gandhi’s killing, various partymen are al-
ready pressing their claims to the prime
ministership. They fear that if they wait till
the elections are over, they may be too late.

One such claimant is P.V. Narasimha
Rao, a lightweight chosen as president of the
party after Rajiv’s widow, Sonia, refused.
The choice was meant to create an impres-
sion of party unity; it was not meant to be
permanent. Mr Rao has other ideas. He has
pooh-poohed suggestions of poor health,
and thrown himself into campaigning—
proof that in Indian politics there is no
tonic as potent as a whiff of power.

Mr Rao was briefly chief minister of the
southern state of Andhra Pradesh in the
early 1970s, but was never a power in state
politics. Erudite and well-read, he is consid-
ered uncorrupt and gentlemanly, charac-
teristics by no means universal in the party.
He has served in several top cabinet posts,
and had two stints as foreign minister. He is
also from the south, which is irked that all
India’s prime ministers so far have been
from the north. His hope, therefore, is that
he can capitalise on the Congress’s strength
in the south (although in the 1989 election
he chose a safe seat in the western state of
Maharashtra).

But his reputation is not without stain.
He is said to have been party to an attempt,
in 1989, todiscredit the son of the Janata Dal
Party leader, Vishwanath Pratap Singh
(there was talk of a secret and illegal bank
account in the Caribbean). It speaks vol-
umes for his party that it regards this epi-

sode as no more than fun and games before
the 1989 general election, and that Mr Raoi«
considered a most upright politician.

Of the other contenders, Sharad Pawar
chief minister of Maharashtra, looks -
most formidable. He bucked the anti-C,,
gress trend in the 1989 election, and is a ¢,
pable administrator able to keep on good
terms with even his political foes. He is not
fluent in either Hindi or English, but tha
may not be an insuperable problem. Hj,
main drawback is that he defected from the
party in the late 1970s to head a non-Con.
gress government in his state. He later rc.
Joined Congress, but is regarded as und
pendable by many partymen. He is a gou
friend of the prime minister, Chand,
Shekhar, and would be well placed to ar.
range a post-election alliance between Con.
gress and Mr Shekhar’s Socialist Janata Daj.

Another strong candidate is Narain
Dutt Tiwari, formerly Rajiv’s finance minis-
ter and once the chief minister of India'
largest state, Uttar Pradesh. He is acceptable
to the leftist parties, whose support may be
needed in a hung parliament. However, My
Tiwari failed to lead his party to victory ;
the state in 1989, and could lose again.

The same problem faces Arjun Singh.
former chief minister of Madhya Pradesh.
Once part of Rajiv Gandhi’s inner circle, he
has a wide network of friends in the party,
but his state is currently ruled by the
Bharatiya Janata Party. The dark horse is
Madhav Rao Scindia, scion of the Gwalior
royal family. He was an outstanding railway
minister in Rajiv Gandhi’s cabinet, is Ox-
ford-educated, an economic liberaliser an¢'
appeals to those who feel the Congress ui.
guard lack charisma. True, he has no strong
base in any part of the country, but he could
emerge if the other candidates fail to find
support.

The contenders have dispersed to en-
thuse voters already bored by a long cam-
paign. Congress had hoped to benefit from
a wave of sympathy for Rajiv. However, rc-
ports from the states speak only of a ripp!c.
Mr Rao attracted crowds of just a few thou
sand in his recent tour of the north, minu
cule by Indian standards. Many partymen
believe (and opinion polls confirm) that So-
nia Gandhi would have been far more likelv
to attract the sympathy vote. Whatever intel-
lectuals may say, voters seem to like political
dynasties. Polls in Waryana and Delhi
showed that 77% and 79% respectively of
Congress supporters favoured Sonia.

That is why some in Congress still hopc
that she will stand for a by-election in hv”
husband’s constituency. They could the
cluster around her to form a rival centre ¢
power. Already they are trying to make
Rajiv’s 20-year-old daughter, Priyanka, the
head of the Youth Congress. Reports of the
demise of the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty may
turn out to be premature.

—
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Japan’s peculiar ways, contd

Modem financial markets need an effective regulator. Tokyo still lacks one

HE newseason for]apan-bashing hasbegun. The country’s
trade surplus is growing again. Top of Tokyo’s list of best-
sellers is an American book called “The Coming War With Ja-
pan”; number two is yet another edition of “The Japan That
Can Say No”. These books tell what many in America think
about Japan and vice versa. Now Japan-bashers, who accuse
the world’s second-largest economy of playing by its own pecu-
liar rules, have more ammunition. The presidents of Japan’s
biggest and third-biggest securities firms have resigned after
their firms admitted to dealing with gangsters and to making
good the investment losses of favoured clients (see page 65).
Japan’s critics will see this latest scandal as proof that all the
country’s markets are rigged, allowing it to prosper at others’
expense. As a judgment on the economy as a whole, that is ab-
surd. In cars and electronics, which account for most of Japan’s
trade surplus, Japanese companies thrive because they make
better products than their competitors. American trade negoti-
ators like to talk of “structural impediments” to trade, such as
the keiretsu system of co-operation among companies, but the

_ significance of such practices is exaggerated, and they can

hardly be labelled as “unfair”. By and large, the popular Amer-
ican view of Japan is driven more by paranoia than by knowl-
edge or common sense.

Areckless and seedy system

But Japan’s financial markets really are a case apart. In some
ways the latest scandals, and others in the past few months, are
typical of what happens when speculative booms turn to busts.
Remember Ivan Boesky and the thrift scandals in America, or
the Guinness and Blue Arrow affairs in London? Japan is now
in such a transition. Roughly¥200 trillion has been wiped off
share values since the Tokyo stockmarket began falling early
last year, a sum equivalent to half Japan’s GNp. Japan’s bear
market, however, has exposed something that is not merely cy-
clical. Tokyo suffers from financial abuse which is deeper and
more systemic than that found in London and New York. It

permeates much of the financial establishment. This will come -

as no surprise to seasoned (and therefore cynical) observers of
the Tokyo markets. It will be most shocking to ordinary Japa-
nese people.

Compensating favourite investors against losses is wide-
spread in Japan. It is also legal (though the promise to do so is
not) and is regarded as a good way to procure business. Like
some of the people in the Lloyd’s insurance market, Japanese
investors take a rather one-sided view of risk. Widespread
manipulation and guarantees against losses helped to push the
Tokyo market to its silly levels in the late 1980s, since investors
were consequently much more eager to invest. Business deal-
ings with organised crime are also fairly common. Give any
Japanese financial journalist a few beers and he will tell stories
hedare notwrite about how the country’s most hallowed banks
and brokerages deal with gangsters.

This seedy underside of Japanese finance needs a thorough
airing. That will not happen so long as the regulator, the Minis-
tryof Finance, is cosy with those it is meant to regulate. Instead,
as often in the past, big names will be sacrificed in an effort to
stop scandals spreading. The ministry’s banking and securities
bureaus see their task as advancing the interests of their own
industries, not regulating them. America’s former thrift regula-
tors made exactly the same mistake,

Japan needs an independent securities regulator like Amer-
ica’s Securities and Exchange Commission. General Douglas
MacArthur gave it one in 1948, but when the Americans left in
1951 it was abolished and its powers were absorbed by the fi-
nance ministry. In an old-boy financial system like Japan’s, an

. independent regulator was seen as an unnecessary nuisance.

But the system can no longer be left, in effect, to supervise itself,
Japan has already freed interest rates; it now has a modern,
deregulated financial market. The competitive pressures re-
leased by liberalisation mean that, moral issues aside, the.
friendly old ways of doing business can no longer be left unsu-
pervised. The Ministry of Finance has yet to wake up to that.

Have a safe flight

Might hackers be better than pilots at flying high-tech airliners?

HERE is something reassuring about a silver-haired airline
Tcaptain, with lashings of gold braid on his epaulettes. For
most of the time, though, it will not be the captain or even his
co-pilotwhowill actually flyyouraircraft. Itwill be a computer.
The crash of a Lauda Air Boeing 767 in Thailand on May 26th
with the loss of 233 lives has again raised fears about the in-
creasing automation of airliners. There will be more crashes to

come, but that is no reason to take computers out of the cockpit.
Pilots, maybe.

New technology is not making flying more dangerous—
quite the opposite. If you travelled in an early 1960s Comet 1v
you had a one-in-100,000 chance of being killed. Board any jet
built in the past ten years and, despite crowded skies and radar
screens, your chances of being killed are just one in 500,000.
Crashes are so rare that when they happen they are likely to be
caused by unusual, even unique, combinations of events.

Such a puzzle faces the investigators of the Lauda Air crash.
They are trying to determine why an engine thrust-reverser,
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Yes, they do march together,
but sometimes out of step

For the past 25 years Asia has had the world’s fastest-growing economies. It has
not had the best democracies. Just a coincidence?

FOR anyone who believes, as this newspa-
per does, that the sort of freedom which
allows people to lift themselves out of pov-
erty is not long divisible from the sort of
freedom that allows them to choose their
rulers and speak their minds, a glance at
Asia can be disconcerting. Of the six Asian
countries whose GNP per person grew fast-
estin the quarter of a century after 1965, one
(China)was a communist dictatorship. One
(Indonesia) was for a time a military dic-
tatorship, and for the rest of the time a one-
party authoritarian state whose government
was closely linked to the army.

Two (South Korea and Taiwan) were
authoritarian states that have only now be-
gun to liberalise. One (Singapore) had an
elected authoritarian government. The sixth
(Hong Kong) had better civil liberties than
the rest, but its colonial government was un-
democratic: only this September will the
first handful of Hong Kong’s legislators be
chosen by a vote of ordinary citizens. In
none of the six, during these 25 years of daz-
zling economic success, was there a single
transfer of power to another political party.
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Against these set such doughty champi-
ons of democracy as India, Sri Lanka and
(more recently) the Philippines. Since 1965
India’s GNP per person has grown at little
more than a third of the rate of China’s, Sri
Lanka’s at little more than half the rate of
Taiwan’s. The Philippines, which under the
presidency of Cory Aquino has been proba-
bly the freest country in South-East Asia, has

- also turned in the region’s worst economic

performance (but then that also happened
under Ferdinand Marcos, when it was just
as authoritarian as its neighbours).

What of Japan, paragon of both wealth
and elections? True, it has been as free as
any of the 24 members of the 0ECD, the rich
countries’ club, and the fastest-growing of
all of them. But Japan has had no change of
government during the 25 years since 1965.

Let there be land reform

To understand what is distinctive about
Asia, begin with what is undistinctive about
it. First, if the white man’s outposts of Aus-
tralia and New Zealand and a few dots in
the Pacific are left aside, only one Asian

country, Japan, ranks with Europe and
North America in the quality of its political
rights and civil liberties. Free countries are
(apologies to India) almost always rich
countries. Japan is Asia’s only rich country.
As others become rich, they can be expected
to become free. This has already begun hap-
pening with South Korea and Taiwan.

Nor is Asia’s present all that different
from Europe’s past. Apart from Britain, as
Margaret Thatcher takes frequent delight in
pointing out, the big European countries
have no long tradition of democracy and
civil liberties. During their own rise to
wealth, mostof them were just as authoritar-
ian as Asia’s are today. The economic devel-
opment of Germany under Bismarck was
guided just as firmly as the contemporane-
ous development of Japan under Meiji;and
Germany’s present-day democracy is no
older than Japan’s. In fact, only the United
States and a handful of other countries can
claim to have created a modern economy
wholly under democratic rule.

In any event, it is possible that the eco-
nomic success of Asian authoritarianism is
something of an illusion. Firm government
produces disasters as well as miracles. For
every Taiwan there is a Myanmar, for each
South Korea a North Korea.

Surprisingly little research has been
done on the link between growth and de-

mocracy. But what has been done suggests:

that, even though there is no firm evidence
linking democracy with successful eco-
nomic reform or fast economic growth, de-
mocracy does not harm growth. And there
does seem to be a strong connection be-
tween freedom and other things that are
known to boost growth: education—espe-
cially of girls—and falls in infant mortality.
Still, there is something striking about
the broad coexistence of authoritarian rule
and fast economic growth in Asia. Does
Asia have something special that makes it
fertile ground for authoritarian-led growth?
Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore’s prime minis-
ter until last autumn and an unapologetic
authoritarian, thinks there is (see box on
next page). He points to the need, early in
the process of economic development, to
generate an agricultural surplus that can be
used to feed the industrialisation of the
towns. For any society, this is a most disrup-
tive period. .
The right economic policies for this pe-
riod (and others) are straightforwalfd{ pay-
ing heed to market signals, a realistic ex-
change rate, positive real interest rates, no
discrimination against exports, and no
heavy taxation of farmers. In theory, an
intelligent democratic government should
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livering the goods. Conversely, none of
?}felpoor countries of Asia, save for India,

seems to have much of an attachment to de- -

mocracy for its own sake. Thailand, for in-
stance, showed itself fairly indifferent to the
military coup that deposed the elected gov-
ernment of Chatichai Choonhavan in Feb-
ruary. Mr Chatichai’s government had
reeked of corruption. The cabinet that took
over after the army had shown Mr
Chatichai the door is an impressive group of
businessmen and technocrats. Even those
who did not like the coup were not, in the
end, distressed that it had happened.

The skilled can’t be drilled

It would, however, be a mistake to think
that, ‘because authoritarian development
has had some remarkable successes in Asia,
those Asians who are now rich can continue
to thrive without democracy. They can't.

The reason, as Singapore’s Mr Lee
points out in his interview with us, is that
once the habit of blind obedience is broken
on the factory floor, as it must be in more
sophisticated economies, it will be called
into question in social and political life as
well. The most telling examples of this are
South Korea and Taiwan.

In 1987, aftera quarter-century of 9% an-
nual growth in real GNP, Korean street riots
backed by the middle class drove the mili-
tary dictatorship out of office. In the early
1980s Taiwan’s authoritarian President
Chiang Ching-kuo, having seen the writing
on the wall, began a subtle from-the-top-
down political reform that, by the time of
his death in 1988, had peacefully prepared
the country for the end of martial law and
fora much freer electoral system.

Yohei Kohno, a leading member of Ja-
pan’s ruling Liberal Democratic Party, ar-
gues that his country’s post-1945 economic
miracle proves a similar point. Japan’s eco-
nomic rise started a long time ago, with the
Meiji Restoration of 1868. This was an un-
doubted case of authoritarian economic
development. But by the second third of this
century Japan was no longera poor country.
How, Mr Kohno asks, can anyone contend
that the authoritarian policies of 1930s Ja-
pan were better at enriching the place than
the democratic ones of post-1945 Japan?

Yet not everyone agrees that modern Ja-
pan is really democratic. Masao Kunihiro, a
member of the Japanese parliament’s upper
house, echoes the criticism of several west-
ern observers when he argues that his coun-
try’s public life is run by an overweening bu-
reaucracy that regards elected politicians as
mere “passers-by” unfit to be trusted with
responsibility. Mr Kunihiro also points out
that the Liberal Democrats have been in
power uninterruptedly since the early
1950s, and that many Diet members (more
than 40%, he says) “inherited” their seats
from fathers or grandfathers who had flled
them before. What sort of democracyis that?

Certainly, the deeper features of a na-
tion’s life—how its society is organised,
what its people believe, the origins of its po-
litical life—are more powerful and persis-
tent influences on its behaviour than is the
type of government it has. The habits
formed in Japan’s Meiji years (cash- and
family-based politics, an opposition whose
permanent job was to oppose, never gov-
ern) descended intact to modern Japan, de-
spite all the other changes in the way the
place was governed.

South Korea shows this too. In 1987-88 it
suddenly veered from military dictatorship
to more-or-less full demacracy. Yet what ex-
actly has changed? Civil liberties now tend

R
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Korea riots on, taking new liberties

to be respected, rather than infringed, and
the security agencies are less powerful. But
the bureaucracy remains the same, the poli-
ticians who were at the top (if behind the
scenes) in the military government are still
at the top, and in the next presidential elec-
tion, due late in 1992, unless the ruling party
splits, it is a sure bet that its man will win.

So long as they can choose . . .

Italy apart, this is not the way things nor-
mally work in the West. But is it different
enough to justify the conclusion that Korea,
Japan and other East Asians are not free and
democratic? No. The test of democracy is
simple. As the University of California’s Mr
Scalapino puts it, a country is democratic if
every adult has the chance to choose (ie,
vote) in a genuine political competition,
and has enough civil liberties to make the
choice meaningful.

But whom the voters choose reflects the
sort of people they are: an Asian people’s
preferred government is not necessarily
what the French or the Americans would
want. In both economics and politics, peo-
ple have different tastes. It would be an odd
market and an odd democracy that did not

gowith the grain of the society in which they
operated: the point of markets and democ.
racies, after all, is to reflect what ordinary
people want. And what they want has a lot
to do with who they are.

A study of Japan’s ruling Liberal Demo-
crats by Takashi Inoguchi, a professor at To-
kyo University, suggests how different
forms can produce the same benefits thatan
alternation of parties does in the West. Al-
most alone among the industrialised
world’s conservative parties, the Liberal
Democrats managed to hold on to office
throughout the 1970s, despite the economic
pain of two oil shocks and high inflation.

This was not because Japan was unaf-
fected by these events: in 197576 the econ-
omy shrank and inflation zoomed. But the
Liberal Democrats managed to retain
power, and indeed strengthened their posi-
tion, by doing three things. Theyapplied the
right economic policies: tight money, mac-
roeconomic stability (ie, no attempt at
countercyclical demand stimulation) and
an immediate pass-through of higher en-
ergy prices. They took care of their special-
interest groups—farmers and small busi-
nessmen—through tax breaks and the like;
this had an economic cost but did not inter-
fere with sensible overall management of
the economy. And they snatched opposi-
tion policies {on environmental protection,
for example) that were becoming popular,
and made them their own.

Westerners think an alternation of par-
ties is needed to accomplish such things. Ja-
pan produced them in a different way,
while still following the basic democratic
rules of free elections and free speech.

The conclusion all this points to is one
that idealists are reluctant to accept. The
economic policies that make for success are
well enough known for anyone to be able to
apply them: invest a lot in education and
infrastructure, be open to trade, let the mar-
ket have its way. When these policies are ap-
plied, people the world round respond the
same way, and their countries flourish.

What is not the same the world round is
the ability of governments to adopt these
policies. That depends on the societies they
govern. In Asia, authoritarian governments
may find it easier than democratic ones to
haul countries out of poverty. But, once
Asian countries are thus hauled out, they too
will want more freedom and democracy.

Within obvious limits, the precise form
of a country’s government matters less than
its culture: only the looniest of governments
do not in some deep way embody that, The
world’s great economic and social engines
are not governments but huge numbers of
people acting individually and in relatively
small organisations like familjes, That, sad
tosay for those who like their lessons univer-
sal, is probably where the secret of East
Asia’s success should be sought.
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the interior minister, and Nguyen Duc
Tam, the head of the powerful Organisation
Committee of the party. The triumvirate
were close to Le Duc Tho, the party’s
strongman who died last year.

The changes in the Politburo do not por-
tend any significant shift in policy. The old
men who have retired will continue to in-
fluence policy through an advisers’ council,
which is to be established. More impor-
tantly, Do Muoi, the party’s new secretary-
general, is a chip off the same block.

Mr Muoi, who at 74 is one year younger
than Mr Linh, joined the party in 1939 and
was elected to the Central Committee in
1960. His appointment as prime minster in
1988 was seen at the time as a victory for the
conservative wing of the party. But during
three years in the job, he pushed ahead with
economic reforms. Mr Muoi is not rated
highly by Hanoi’s intellectual snobs. “He’s
no Chernenko-style zombie, but nor is he
gifted,” says one. His main qualification for
the job is a clean record, unlike some other
former Politburo members. Mr Thach, for
example, was criticised at the congress for
appointing relations to plum jobs in the for-

* eign ministry.

The congress accepted plans to give the
secretary-general more authority, akin to the

* presidential powers now wielded by Mik-

hail Gorbachev. Much of the day-to-day
work will, however, be done by Mr Muoi’s
two main lieutenants on the Politburo, Vo
Van Kiet, the new prime minister, and Phan
Van Khai, Mr Kiet’s deputy. Both are from
south Vietnam, where people tend to be
more enterprising than in the stolid north.

The task facing the new team is how to
operate the “multi-sector economy under
the socialist option” decreed by the con-
gress. Economic reforms introduced over
the past five years have won praise from the
IMF. Price subsidies have been cut, hyper-
inflation tamed and, most impressively, ag-
ricultural production has soared, thanks to
a U-turn on collective farming. -

One crucial element in the reform pro-
gramme has been missing: investment. The
World Bank said last year that Vietnam does
not have the capacity to absorb large flows
of capital. However, without modest for-
eign investment of, say, $250m a year to re-
build the country’s shattered infrastructure,
sustained growth will be impossible.

One problem is America, which main-
tains an embargo on American firms doing
business with Vietnam and a veto on lend-
ing by the World Bank and the 1MF. The
Americans have yet to come to terms with
losing the war in Vietnam; they want more
co-operation on soldiers listed as missing in
action. Formally, however, they say they will
not lift the embargo until a peace settlement
has been reached in Cambodia. Peace in
Cambodia depends to a large degree on the
Chinese, hence the sacking of Mr Thach,
who used his last speech to a congress to
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make a fierce attack on China. Bysacrificing
the widely respected Mr Thach to China, the
party presumably hopes it will bring a Cam-
bodian solution closer, which in turn
should lead to success in the main priority -
of Vietnamese foreign policy—getting cash
from foreigners. 4

The party faithful do not seem sure that
any of this will work as planned. Instead of
waiting five years before holding another
congress, the plan is to hold a “national
cadres’ conference” in two or three years’
time. A replacement will then be chosen for
Mr Muoi, an effective way to cripple his
leadership of the party from the start and
encourage sterile debates on the nature of
socialism. But, just maybe, a leader chosen
from a younger generation two years from
now will be able to face the truth—that the
party has sometimes been mistaken and
wrong.

Japan
Appeasing Kaifu's
soul

FROM OUR TOKYO CORRESPONDENT

IT MAY be hard to believe, but at last Ja-
pan’s ruling Liberal Democratic Party is
seriously contemplating electoral reform.
The crunch has come with the publication
of proposals by the Electoral Reform Com-
mission to change the method of electing
members to the lower house of parliament,
the more powerful of Japan’s two legislative
chambers.

The ostensible aim of reform is to end
the sleazy money politics associated with
the Recruit shares-for-favours scandal of
1988. As it happens, the commission’s re-
port coincides with disclosures of a new fi-

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

IN THE art of waging a war of nerves,

North Korea remains the master. Is it
making a nuclear weapon? Or is it just
pretending? No one has been reassured
by its offer on June 13th to the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency to negoti-
ate an agreement that would allow the
North’s nuclear plants to be inspected.
At first this offer seemed to be uncondi-
tional, but on June 19th the North said
inspection would be allowed only if
America’s bases in South Korea were also
inspected for nuclear weapons.

The Americans refuse to confirm or
deny whether they have nuclear weap-
ons in the South. But in an attempt to

_-soothe the North they said-they would
not use nuclear arms against any-state
that signed the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty, which aims to limit the
spread of nuclear weapons. The North }
signed the treaty in 1985. >

What is known about
the North’s nuclear ambi-
tions is that in 1980 work
began on a 20-30Mw re-
search reactor at Yong-
byon, 100km (62 miles)
north of Pyongyang. The
Americans suspect that
there is also a nuclear-fuel
reprocessing plant at
Yongbyon, which could
produce plutonium. One
guess is that a bomb could
be ready in less than two
years from now. It is possi-
ble that a second, much
larger, reactor is being

/

North Korea’s latest riddle

present 20-25% of the North’s GNP is

built at Yongbyon. If true, it would en-
able the North to become an exporter of
nuclear weapons.

It is all a bit iffy. Andrew Mack, of
Australian National University, writes
in the June issue of Foreign Policy that
public information about the North’s
possible bomb remains “fragmentary,
contested and often contradictory”. That
phrase sums up much of the North’s for-
eign policy. On June 24th it surprised the
United States by handing over the bod-
ies of 11 Americans killed in the Korean
war, and said it would help to look for
9,000 soldiers listed as missing. The
bomb _scare—could—be-a-dummy to
strengthen the North’s hand in_talks
with the South over future co-operation.

On the other hand, if the North did
have the bomb, it would provide an al-
ternative to conventional arms. At

spent on defence; the
] South spends 5% The

“bomb offers a cheap “stra-
tegic equaliser”, says Mr
Mack.

Iraq has shown that in-
spection agreements are
no guarantee that a coun-
try will not develop the
bomb. The only sure way
to stop the North from do-
ing sowould be todisman-
tle whatever is at Yong-
byon. But the nuclear
plant, real or spurious, is
much too useful to the

North for that to happen.
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nancial scandal with political overtones,
On June 24th the presidents of two top
stockbroking firms, Nomura and Nikko, re-
signed after both companies had admitted

* to business dealings with organised crime

and making good the losses of favoured cli-
ents, including a government pension fund.
For more about that see page 65. -5 ... -
The push for reform is not harmed by
the support of Japan’s underestimated
prime minister, Toshiki Kaifu. Mr Kaify is
regarded by Liberal Democratic power bro-
kers as a nonentity. But he has remained in
power for nearly two years, outlasting most
expert predictions. Mr Kaifu has said that
his soul will not rest unless electoral reform
is passed during his term in office. This may
not be pure claptrap. Mr Kaifu would bene-
fit politically from reform. He is from the
weakest, poorest and also cleanest party
faction. T
It is the faction system, and the politi-
cians who have invested the most time and
money in it, that will be threatened if re-
form takes place. Some people think that the
proposed reforms, if they actually came to~
pass, could lead to the demise of factional
politics altogether and even the division of..
the Liberal Democratic Party. :
The commission suggests creating 300.
new single-seat constituericies for the lower
house. Another 171 members would be.
elected by proportional representation.
Each voter would be able to cast two votes,
one to pick a candidate for the local constit-
uency and the other to select a party via pro-
portional representation. Co
At present there are 130 constituencies
which each elect three, four or five candi-
dates. This has meant the real rivalry is be-

tween Liberal Democratic members com- .
peting for votes within the same constit- .

uency. Hence the development of factional
politics rather than conflict between parties
offering differing policies. The main pur-
pose of each faction is to raise money for
election campaigns.

Present constituency boundaries favour
rural districts. Politicians compete to see
who can bag the best building project for the
most remote area. This entrenches the fey-
dal aspect of Japanese politics, with people
inheriting constituencies rather as grandee
politicians.in 18th-century England sat for
rotten boroughs. One third of the. Libera}
Democratic members of the lower house are
either the sons of politicians or married to
the daughters of politicians. The commis-
sion wants the constituency boundaries to

" beredrawm.... . -

With politicians’ very futures at stake it
may be thought improbable that the ruling
party will pass the commission’s proposals
into law. However, as things stand, about a

. third of the ruling party’s members of pat-
liament are opposed, a third are in favour
and the rest are waiting to jump to which-

ever side looks like winning. Those in fa-
vour tend to be from under-represented ur-
ban constituencies and do not share the
attitude of free-spending colleagues repre-
senting rural areas. -

Politicians are also aware that the public
wants them to do something about reform,
even though the Liberal Democrats seem

entrenched in power, now that their main.

rival, the Social Democrats, formerly the So-
cialists, have lost so much support. Their
leader, Takako Doi, offered her resignation
on June 2ist to take responsibility for the
party’s defeat in the April local elections,

Electoral reform is unlikely to be en-
acted in the session of the Diet due to begin
in late July. In any event, the opposition
parties, which at present control the upper
house, favour multi-member constituencies
and would no doubt oppose the reforms un-
less a deal was offered. Still, if an electoral-
reform bill were left pendirig at the end of
this session, it would give Mr Kaifu an ex-
cuse to run for a further term of office in the
party elections in October.

Australia o

Doing the splits

HE split in Australia’s ruling Labor
Party was advertised this week in a clear,
and rather absurd, way. On June 24th, the
first day of the party conference at Hobart,
twomen stood for party president, ajob that
carries a lot of symbolism as Labor cele-
brates its centenary, although it has little
power. Stephen Loosley, a senator regarded
as a right-winger, was opposed by Barry
Jones, a former government minister with
leftish views. Each man got 50 votes,
but one additional ballot paper was
incorrectly filled in, presumably by a .
delegate who had been celebrating.
toowell:. .. . oo T
Mr Loosley claimed that this vote
was his, making him the winner. Mr
Jones said the vote was invalid, and -
the party executive agreed with him. -
However, next day, before a second
ballot was held, Mr Jones withdrew
“his candidature—1"love my party
too much”—and Mr Loosley was
made president amid cheers from the
right and boos from the left. “A
farce,” said Mr Jones, and most Aus-.
tralians agreed. The outgoing presi- .
dent, John Bannon, had been given -
support from left and right. He gave.
warning that Labor would lose the
next general election, due by March .
1993, if it did not show unity. ©no. -
.- The prime minister, Bob Hawke,
has been the party’s great unifier, -.
leading Labor to victory four times in -
succession, but he may be losing his____

appeal. He was tested in the week before the
party conference when the federal cabinet
had to make a decision about a place called
Coronation Hill, in a national park in the
Northern Territory. Gold, platinum and
palladium are said to exist there in substan-
tial quantities. Mining groups are anxious
to dig them out. But the hill is regarded as a
sacred place by aborigines. Disturbing it,
they say, could upset an ancestral being
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called Bule. Sickness and earthquakes

_ would engulf perhaps all of Australia,

When the cabinet sat down to consider
the matter on June 18th, most ministers
were apparently in favour of allowing the
mining to go ahead. No one in the Labor
government wishes the aborigines anything
but a g'day; Bule, however, does not have
much sway in the party, and ministers did
not want to upset the mining companies
and perhaps deter possible foreign inves-
tors. The new treasurer (finance minister),
John Kerin, spoke in favour of mining. This
was, he said, “a totem issue” for Australian i
business. At least the mining companies™ -

should be allowed to continue to negotiate =

with the aborigines.

- MrHawke, though, insisted that mining. .
should be banned on the hill. The previous -, '

day, during a visit to a girls’ school in Syd: -

ney, he said that a Christian society should-- -

notbe contemptuous of the beliefs of the ab-

origines. Mr Hawke’s attitude is said to be”, ’

partlya reflection of the views of his son Ste-. '

phen, a strong defender of the aborigines.... ;- -
After six hours the cabinet gaveinto Mry
Hawke, albeit reluctantly. Had he lost the> .Jf -
day, the prime minister would have been S
further weakened. Earlier in June he had S
- just about fought off a strong challenge for -
the party leadership from the former trea-. *

surer, Paul Keating,

bone of Fiji’s economy. The majority of Fi-
j's sugar farmers are of Indian origin.

The sugar farmers and the government
are in dispute over what the farmers are
paid. In normal times goodwill on both
sides would have settled the matter. But as a
result of misunderstanding and distrust

many farmers are refusing to harvest the -

cane.’In May the government, suspecting
trouble ahead, issued decrees that imposed
jail sentences of up to 14 years on anyone
convicted. of disrupting Fiji businesses, in-
cluding the sugar business. The Julystrike is
to protest against proposed new laws that
the Fiji Trade Union Congress says would,

among other things, harm unions and cut
Wwages. Many unionists are Indian.
Contemplating this mess is Major-Gen-
eral Sitiveni Rabuka, who overthrew the
government in 1987. On June 7th he hinted
that he might do it again. He then
apologised to the Fijian president, who is
also his chief, by presenting him with a
whale’s tooth, a tribal symbol. That seemed
to end the matter. However, on June 23rd
the general said that he wants to remove
chiefs from politics, leaving government to
commoners, which must have made the
chiefs running the country a touch uneasy.

Mr Keating was not at the party confer- - : | -E&]

ence. His friends said he was lying low. But
one of his strongest supporters was promi-
nent—the new president, Stephen Loosley.

Fiji . _
Not so sweet

THE pleasant myth that the South Seas
are a haven of peace and goodwill is
slowly being destroyed by events in Fiji, the
most populous of the small island-states. In
1987 the elected government was overturned
in a military coup, and an uneasy atmo-
sphere has pervaded Fiji since. Now a na-
tional strike has been called for July 16th.
Fiji has two main groups of people: eth-
nic Fijians, who are mostly Melanesian or
Polynesian, and Fijians of Indian origin.
The Indians were brought in during the 19th
century by the British to work the sugar
plantations. In 1987 a partly Indian coali-
tion won a general election. It was this gov-
ernment that the army deposed. The pres-
ent, unelected, government is supported by
the army in its policy of Fiji-for-the-Fijians,
meaning Fijians of non-Indian origin.
Many Indians in the professions have left
Fiji. But most Indians do not have the
money or qualifications to make a new life
elsewhere. They have, however, discovered
that they do Have a strength. It lies in sugar,
still, despite the growth of tourism, the back..

BERAREN) + NS OV NN O [N )
ILL the Vietnamese boat people
ever leave Hong Kong? They may
instead join the longand melancholy list
of problems that, at best, can only be
managed rather than solved: Kashmir,
Sti Lanka, Northern Ireland, famine in
Africa, and so on. By this week there were
61,000 boat people in Hongkong, and
the camps were almost full, Of these,
some 6,000 haveso farbeen judged to be
refugees, rather than economic mi-
grants, and can expect to make a fresh
start in other countries. What of the rest,
and others still to arrive?
Some will return to Vietnam, home-
sick and weary of camp life. It is possible
that the remainder will be sent back by

sample load of 51 boat people was de-
ported in December 1989, and does not
_want its good name muddied again.
Vietnam, anyway, will not have them
forcibly returned because the Ameri-

cans, whom the Vietnamese are wooing,

| Nohope for theboat people?

force, kicking and screaming. But this is
unlikely. Britain was pilloried when a

have told them not to. There are various
schemes to dump the boat people in
“holding camps”, but in truth no one
wants them. The probability is that
many thousands will still be in Hong
Kong camps when the colony is handed
over to China in 1997.

Senior Hong Kong officials agree pri-
vately that this may be so. They are con-
cerned that China will deal severely with
the remaining boat people. The Chinese
have told Hong Kong that it must empty
the camps by 1997. This, though, may be
just another ploy by China to worry
Hong Kong and Britain. Many of the
boat people reached Hong Kong through
China, making only the final part of the
journey by boat. The new masters of
Hong Kong will have a range of minor-
ities to deal with, including Indians, Jap-
anese and Anglo-Saxons, It is unlikely
that they will single out the boat people
for their displeasure. Quite likely they
will release them from the campsand tell
them to find work. .
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Hong Kong’s voters, intriguingly remarked
that whoever was elected would have “a

measure of influence over Hong Kong’s fu-

ture policy”.

dation can be expected from both sides.

still, it is hard to imagine the present-day .

Chinese government making much ‘room

fora man capable of saying, as Mr Lee did at

a meeting this week, that he could not di- *
rectly answer a question as to whether _
China would go the way of the Soviet Union *

because the matter was simply too sensitive.

However, he went on, “the pope has said-
that communism is finished, and the pope.

isinfallible.” :

Japan and North Korea

Far from normal

FROM OUR TOKYO CORRESPONDENT

ONE of Stalinism’s last refuges, Kim B

Sung’s impoverished regime in North

" Korea, is finally facing up to the inevitable.

The momentous events in the Soviet Union
have ended any hopes that its old comrades
might bail out North Korea’s economy. The

North is instead reduced to pleading with -

China forenough food and heating oil to get
it through the coming winter. And it is do-
ing its best to be friendly to Japan. . . v

Alas for the rulers in Pyongyang, their
timing is all wrong. A year ago, the Chinese
would have been more sympathetic to
North Korea’s distress; now they are busily

courting the rich countries, especially ja- -
pan. A year ago, the Japanese would have-

agreed (reluctantly perhaps) to hand over
billions of dollars to the North Koreans to
compensate for Japan’s 36 years of colonial

rule. Today Japan is learning tosay no. -:.. --

1t said no this week at the fourth round

of talks aimed at normalising relations be- -
tween North Korea and Japan, held this

time in Beijing. The Japanese delegation
made itclear there could not be normal rela-
tions between the two countries (and thus
no billions of dollars and soft loans) until
some nasty little matters are cleared up first.
The North Koreans have been taken aback
by the intransigence of the Japanese, who
had appeared so acquiescent and apolo-
getic when reminded of their colonial mis-
deeds by the Chinese. About the only thing
the two sides agreed to after four days of

wrangling that ended on.September 2nd -

was to meet again, in November.

One of the nasty little matters has been -
the case of a Japanese bar girl who, Japan -

says, was kidnapped 13 years ago and taken’
to North Korea to train terrorists to im-

personate Japanese tourists. According to -

the Japanese police, she helped to train a
North Korean woman who was convicted of
blowing up a South Korean airliner in 1987.

: : ... -. The North denies having given an earlier
Some people say that Mr Lee, for his™

part, has already begun trimming his sails -~
in preparation for dealing with China.Ina;
place as practical as China, some accommo-, "

promise to investigate the case. Japan is
equally adamant in pressing for an
investigation..~ " ..

.Then there is the North’s reluctance to
allow unconditional inspection of its nu-
clear sites—especially Yongbyong, where, it
is believed, :a' nuclear weapon is being
mg,'de. The North claims that the question of
inspection has nothing to do with normal-
ising relations. But the Japanese do not
want any more nuclear-armed neighbours.
At .a more 'mundane level, the North
brushed aside-a request for Japanese wives

.. of North Koreans to be allowed to visit rela-

tivés in Japan. One way and another, the
Beijing meeting was most unpleasant.

_Atameeting in Pyongyang last year with
a group of Japanese led by Shin Kanemaru,
an influential politician, the North got the
impression that Japan would be a pushover.
The North came away from that meeting be-
lieving that Japan would pay “damages” for
the 46 years of “hostility” since the second

. world war, as well as compensation for Ja-

pan’s colonial rule. - - :

So far the North has got nothing. The
professional diplomats handling the nego-
tiations have told the North the best it can
expect is what South Korea received when it
normalised its relations with Japan. A fig-
ure of $5.billion in cash has been men-
tioned, along with an unspecified amount
ofaid and development loans. Before any of

- "this is forthcoming, a lot of negotiation lies

ahead. But even in Pyongyang, the word is
getting round that Stalin is dead. .

H lmrsgl_f surprised

FROM OUR SRI LANKA CORRESPONDENT

IN COLOMBO, a capital with the soul of a
small town, a political secret rarely re-
mains hidden for long. -But President
Ranasinghe Premadasa appears to have had

no advance warning of the revolt against

him. When a motion calling for his im-
peachment was handed to the speaker of
Parliament on August 28th, Mr Premadasa
was apparently as surprised as anyone. Ei-
ther the organisers were amazingly success-
ful in preventing leaks from normally garru-
lous members of Parliament or Mr
Premadasa was totally out of touch.

The petition accuses the president of
gross abuse of power. It is said to contain
120 signatures, many of them from his own
United National Party. Parliament has 225
members. An impeachment motion, if it is
to be debated, needs the signatures of at
least half the members and the speaker’s

Athulathmudali points a finger .

consent. Mr Premadasa’s reaction was to

suspend Parliament until September 24th, -

to give him time to persuade some of the
rebels to change their minds. On September
3rd it was claimed that 116 of the 125 United
National Party parliamentarians had

signed a resolution rejecting the impeach--

ment motion. Puzzlingly, some names ap-
peared on both the impeachment motion
and on the motion rejecting it. The speaker
said hewould look into the matter. =~
The rebels may be less interested in bag-
ging Mr Premadasa himself than in ending
the executive presidency and restoring par-
liamentary power. They want a national ref-

erendum on this issue. The presidential sys--

tem has eroded democracy in Sri Lanka,
they say. Mr Premadasa runs a centralised
form of government. Civil servants who re-
port directly to him often have greater influ-
ence than ministers.. His critics accuse Mr
Premadasa of treating his cabinet as no
more than a rubber stamp for directives,

Two leaders of the rebel faction, Lalith
Athulathmudali and Gamini Dissanayake,
are members of Mr Premadasa’s party and
former ministers. Both are ambitious and
have been sidelined by the president. Their
challenge comes just as Mr Premadasa was
thought to be more securely in power than
atany time in the two and a half years of his
presidency. The economy is picking up, and
the army had just handed him what it re-

. garded as an important victory against the

secessionist Tamil Tiger rebels, at Elephant
Pass, in the north of the country.

The Tigers are delighted by the trouble
in Colombo. Their commander, Vellupillai
Prabhakaran, says from Jaffna that he is
watching events in Colombo with great in-
terest. As he should. Mr Premadasa’s chal-
lenger, Mr Athulathmudali, was formerlyin
charge of national security and is a hardline
enemy of the Tigers. Mr Premadasa has al-
ways expressed a willingness to negotiate
and compromise with the Tigers. Ifhe were
to fall from power any prospect of peace
talks might well recede.
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ARRIVAL STATEMENT
OF
VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH
KIMPO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

SEOUL., KOREA
SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 1982

['M VERY GLAD THAT BARBARA’S AND MY FIRST VISIT TO THE REPUBLIC

OF KOREA COINCIDES WITH THE CELEBRATION OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE SIGNING OF OUR HISTORIC FIRST TREATY. WHAT IS PARTICULARLY
SIGNIFICANT TO ME IS THAT THE 1882 TREATY OF PEACE, AMITY,.
COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION WAS ONLY THE FIRST OF A LONG SUCCESSION

OF TREATIES AND INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS WHICH HAVE BOUND

OUR TWO NATIONS AND OUR TWO PEOPLES TOGETHER OVER THE YEARS.

IN A VERY REAL SENSE, WE ARE CELEBRATING A RELATIONSHIP

WHICH HAS PROVED STRONG, CLOSE AND VITAL AND WHICH HAS BROUGHT
SO MANY BENEFITS TO OUR PEOPLE.

THESE TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS ARE THE FORMAL RECORD OF A
FRIENDSHIP THAT HAS ENDURED THROUGH ADVERSITY AND TRIUMPH,

THE KOREAN-AMERICAN PARTNERSHIP IS ONE THAT HAS WITHSTOOD

THE TEST OF TIME. THIS IS IN NO SMALL PART DUE TO THE

COURAGE, TENACITY AND RESILIENCE OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE THEMSELVES

THEIR HARD WORK AND DETERMINATION ARE LEGENDARY AND ARE

TRAITS WHICH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ADMIRE AND SHARE.



_2_

OUR PEOPLE SHARE THE SAME GOALS. WE WANT CONTINUED PEACE
AND A PROSPEROUS FUTURE, NOT ONLY FOR THE KOREAN PENINSULA

BUT THE PACIFIC REGION AS WELL. OUR PEOPLE ARE COMMITTED TO
DEMOCRACY, TO REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT.

BARBARA, MY COLLEAGUES AND I HAVE COME TO CELEBRATE A CENTENNIAL, !

AND TO HONOR A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS EVOLVED WELL BEYOND THE

SCOPE OF THE DOCUMENT THAT FRAMED THE BEGINNINGS OF OUR
FRIENDSHIP,

SO WE HAVE COME TO'PAY RESPECT TO OUR BEGINNINGS BUT ALSO ToO
PLEDGE OURSELVES TO OUR FUTURE. PRESIDENT REAGAN ASKED ME
TO CONVEY TO YOU HIs BEST WISHES. [ AM PRouD TO BE A PART
OF THIS CELEBRATION OF OUR PAST, AND ESPECIALLY PROUD TO BE
HERE AS WE INAUGURATE OUR SECOND HUNDRED YEARS,

RAEHRHBHH
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. | TOAST OF VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH
SHILLA HOTEL
SEOUL, KOREA

SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 1932

M M

I HAD HEARD A GREAT DEAL ABpUT~KOREAN_HOSPITALfTY BEFORE I ARRIVED

HERE TODAYF BETWEEN THE'AIRPORT AND THE.AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE,

I WAS GREETED BY THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE. 'NOW I KNOW WHY THIS COUNTRY
‘ HAS SUCH A REPUTATION FOé GENEROSITY AND GRACIOUSNESS. YOU'VE MADE

o AUD Me ' : f

Mit=—td BARBARequEL WONDERFULLY WELCOME HERE. ’

I1’M PROUD AND

WL "

-2-

1'M PROUD AND HONORED TO.BE ANOTHER IN A LONG LINE OF AMERICANS

| WHO HAVE COME TO KOREA., AND I'M ESPECIALLY PLEASED TO BE HERE MARKING

' | ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. PRESIDENT
.l. REAGAN ASKED ME BEFORE I CAME TO CONVEY HIS BEST WARM WISHES TO }
_i | YOU ALL. HE ALSO ASKED ME TO ASSURZ.ALL OUR KOREAN FRIENDS THATA j
THE UNITED STATES INTENDS TO REMAIN CONSTANT AND RELIABLE ALLY.

A
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1832
THE TREATY OF PEACE, AMITY, COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION SIGNED IN 1982 was

A LANDMARK IN UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY AND A MAJOR EVENT IN
KOREAN HISTORY. IT ENDED THE CENTURIES OF SECLUSION THAT KOREA
HAD MAINTAINED UP TO fHEN. IT WAS KOREA'S FIRST TREATY WITH A

- WESTERN POWER., INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH, THE UNITED STATES INITIAL
INTEREST IN A TREATY WITH KOREA STEMMED FROM A DESIRE TO PROVIDE
FOR SHIPWRECKED AMERICAN SAILORS, AND TO EXTEND AMERICA'S COMMERCE.
WE'VE COME A LONG WAY FROM THE DAYS OF SHIPWRECKED SAILORS, !

3, ( -4-

BOTH OUR COUNTRIES HAVE CHANGED GREATLY SINCE 18382. YOURS HAs
EXPERIENCED ONE OF THE GREATEST POST-WAR BOOMS OF THIS CENTURY.
POLITICAL SCIENTISTS NOW STUDY THIS COUNTRY AS A MODEL FOR ECONOMIC
| DEVELOPMENT.  YOUR SUCCESS STORY IS KNOWN ALL OVER THE WORLD.

; WHAT I WANT TO TALK ABOUT TONIGHT ARE THE TIES THAT BIND US.

WE'VE BEEN THROUGH

Sty .
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#€!VE BEEN THROUGH TWO MAJOR CONFLICTS TOGETHER, CONFLICTS THAT

TESTED OUR RESOLVE AND OUR WILL., WE'VE SHARED MANY HARDSHIPS .

o HAVING SHARED THEM GIVES US BOTH CONFIDENCE THAT WE CAN FACE

o WHATEVER CHALLENGES THE FUTURE HOLDS FOR US. OUR RELATIONS ARE
HARMONIOUS, BUT WE LIVE IN DISHARMONIOUS TIMES., WE ARE REMINDED
OF IT EVERY DAY, Tobay I visITED Hief 229 oN THE DEMILITARIZED
ZONE, AND LOOKED ACROSS TOWARD THE COMMUNIST NORTH. | SAW THROUGH
BINOCULARS KIM IL Sune’s LouUDSPEAKERS. [ WAS GRATEFUL THAT THEY
WERE QUIETy PLEASINGLY QUIET, AT THE TIME,

j KOREANS AND AMERICANS HAVE A COMMON STAKE IN THE FUTURE,- AND WE'LL

" WORK TOGETHER, AS WE HAVE IN‘THE‘PAST, SO THAT THOSE WHO FOLLOW US

WILL INHERIT A BETTER FUTURE. WE WILL CONTINUE TO PRESERVE OUR

FREEDOM, A FREEDOM BOUGHT BY THOSE, AMONG OTHERS, WHO FOUGHT NOT

| SUCH A LONG TIME AGO ON HILL 229, WE WILL ALSO CONTINUE TO STRIVE

i / FOR THE DEMOCRACY THAT WILL ENSURE THAT OUR FREEDOMS WILL NOT
PERISH; THE DEMOCRACY THAT WILL ENSURE THAT THOSE WHO DIED WILL
NOT HAVE DIED IN VAIN,

‘ AND_SO LET




ENDURING TRADITIONS OF YOUR COUNTRY AND MINE, AND TO CONTINUED
PEACE AND PROSPERITY; TO A SECOND HUNDRED YEARS OF PEACE AND
AMITY; AND TO THE WARM AND GRACIOUS HOSPITALITY AND GOOD
HEALTH OF Prestoent—ats-Mrs—EmuN, A M. Yoo  owdh
oA B tm lusdbi oy

Mars_ €O - : '
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ToAsT ofF Vice PRESIDENT GEORGE BusH
AT THE LUNCHEON BY

PRESIDENT CHuN Doo-HwaN

MR. PRESIDENT, MapAM PResIDENT, MR. PRIME MinisTER AND Mrs. Yoo,
MR. FOREIGN MINISTER AND MRS. LHo, AMBASSADOR AND MRs. Loo, AND
OTHER DISTINGUISHED FRIENDS.
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['M PRIVILEGED AND HAPPY TO BE HERE WITH YOU TODAY, BARBARA

AND [ WANT TO THANK YOU FOR THIS ENORMOUSLY HOSPITABLE OCCASION
YOU'VE PROVIDED FOR US. AS YOU KNOW, I’M HERE ON BEHALF OF
PRESIDENT REAGAN AND ALL AMERICANS, AND I WANT TO EXTEND TO YOU
ONCE AGAIN HIS AND THEIR GREETINGS ON THIS CENTENNIAL YEAR OF
OUR RELATIONS, | |




AMERICA AND THE WORLD HAVE WATCHED THE POST-WAR SouTH Korean

ECONOMIC MIRACLE, WE'RE OF COURSE PROUD THAT WE'VE BEEN, IN MANY

RESPECTS, YOUR PARTNER IN THIS EXCITING TIME, WE’VE WATCHED YOU

TACKLE SOME OF THE SAME PROBLEMS THAT AFFECT US, SUCH AS INFLATION.

IT's ADMIRABLE THAT IN 1981, WHEN MOST OF THE WORLD WAS REGISTERING
_ Mo THAN

NEGATIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH, YOU HAD A SEVEN PERCENT GROWTH IN YOUR

NATIONAL ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE., /

=4-

IN MY SHORT TIME HERE, MR. PRESIDENT, I’VE SEEN AN ATMOSPHERE
OF GREAT ENERGY AND VITALITY.W&. [T WAS APPARENT FROM THE
MOMENT I SET F0oT oN KOREAN SOIL.

((Possince AD wid: HSE FLNING ovER OLqwmdiC
SITE ... LOoKiAG TFoRWAMRD TO [98% oL PICS ))
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We'RE AWARE, MR. PRESIDENT, OF YOUR IMAGINATIVE INITIATIVE TOWARD i

THE NORTH., WE HOPE THAT THE COMMUNISTS WILL COME TO THE NEGOTIATING.
TABLE, WE ALSO APPRECIATE THAT YOUR OTHER DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES,

INCLUDING YOUR TRIPS TO THE UNITED STATES AND SOUTHEAST ASIA, ARE
A WAY OF REACHING OUT TO THE WORLD, FURTHER REVERSING KOREA'S
IMAGE OF OLD AS "THE HERMIT NATION.”

.
P
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KOREA 1S ONE OF AMERICA’S VITAL ALLIES. | SAW THAT YESTERDAY
ALL ALONG THE DMZ whHere | saw ROK AND US TROOPS WORKING TOGETHER
IN THE CLOSEST SPIRIT OF COOPERATION. THEIR UNSTINTING EFFORTS

FoR WoRE THAN 28 YRS
TO KEEP THE PEACE THAT HAS PREVAILEDAON THIS PENINSULAR PROVIDE

THE FOUNDATION FOR OUR CONTINUED PURSUIT OF DEMOCRACY AND JUSTICE,




I'M GLAD I HAD THE CHANCE TO SEE THOSE SOLDIERS YESTERDAY, ['LL BRING BACK
TO THE STATES WITH ME THE MEMORY OF THEIR VIGILANCE AND LONELY LABORS, JUST
AS 1'LL BRING BACK MANY MEMORIES OF THE FREINDSHIP AND WARMTH AND

GRACIOUSNESS THAT 1'VE BEEN TENDERED BY YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, AND THE KOREAN
PEOPLE,

TOAST TO: THE CONTINUED FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND KOREA,
AND TO THE CONTINUED GOOD HEALTH OF PRESIDENT CHUN...
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-DRAFT REMARKS

VICE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
KOREA, APRIL 26

Speaker Chung, Vice Speakers Choe and Kim, distinguished members

of the National Assembiy.

Let me begin by thanking you for your meet gracious invitation to

address this august body.

C’bk'h/fj ((nr:vcluﬁmi'?»
We celebrate this year £§§=§p56522-¥0&rs of friendship between

the government and Peoples of the Unlted States and Ko

rea:-/dne
' 5
hundred yearsxat—ﬁlot sucH a long time, perhaps, - ' o

. in the
Yovell | :
eentext of human history; but a hundred years is one half of the

. ‘ life
" United States' e;¥ef€;ee as a nation.

so long, in a world that, in those hundred years

That we have been friends (7))

has seen enough

conflict and hatred to last a millenium, is cause for great joy.

q—w——&%

P et T oS Te T Thowe h“ad:ed_;aa:s_;ha_had:nck_ia:_eaoahe¢~hund;ed
(x; yerrs—of—friendship.




INSERT A, PAGE 2/2/2

Long ago, Simon Bolivar, one of the great liberators of the
Western hemisphere, said that "...the majority of men hold as a truth

the humiliating principles that it is harder to maintain the o
. .o eV

balance of liberty than to endure the weight of tyranny." 11Gsisxhwe-

d') dur Cww '(“'?w.ci,

/

/




2/2/2

Corviy
I §<é33/ﬂ&th me the greetings and the friendship of the

people of the United States and of President Reagan. What I have

heve +oaa..3 Is
to saykEEEE=¥33§$:E::E§::;—hepe——+} on their behalf. I am glad

. . 1k G 4o ég/
to be able to give my message to you, sshe representf/ the Korean

peoplex aek I am honored that you calledHhis.body into special

session in order to hear it. We are. public servants,
you and I;V?:EZ;,#specially, the people'é messengers. /

Legislative bodies such as this ((does it have a proper name?))
people's business .
are where the business of democracy is conducted. I myself am

well enough acquainted with legislatures ((right word?)) to know

that they are not always tranquil. TIndeed, sometimes they are
INSE€EeT™ A . : Sewebiwce§ ‘ A
(:,1 quite noisy./\Our own Congress isAfull‘ofinoise.;Bﬁt who would

have it any other way?
no ((proper name for leg. body)). There is
In the North, there is/insteadla great silence: the silence of
despotism and one-man rule. This silence is broken ey by
the occasional fusillade of gunfire, as it was last week when Lﬁfﬁ:;;%
' )

. (oS Ty waade Their w
four who sought freedom were gunned down by their own countrymen j

N . ( Mewiory?
R May I suggest a moment of silence in their ((Pause for

Pd’i ten seconds.))
L%
The occasion of one hundred years of f£xxmrdzhip relations
Eeod- )

is a fitting time to emphasize the continuity of our friendship.
We will remain a faithful ally. We will remain a reliable ally.

‘ We are partners'in the Free World ((or what's left of it)). That

CQ‘(‘E'\OHKJ ~ hee
makes our bond a sacred one. If America once lectured friends

e and apologized to her adversaries, that day is over,




INSERT A, page 3/3/3

There are right now 92,000 Kampuchean refugees in United Nations

| refugee camps in Thailand; and.ZOO;OOO refugeeg who move back and

forth across the: border.
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During the height of the Vietnam War, a message was passed to

President Nixonm. "It was from Henry Kissinger, then a professor

at Harvard. The message said, "The word is going to go out
. . i ,
. that it may be dangerous to be America's friend, but itA@ fatal
to be her friend." As long as Ronald Reagan sits in the Oval Office

of the White House, no one will be able to say this about the United Stat
the second war this century in which
LEhat.war,xmmnxmnmxmxmxgxmxmndx /Koreans fought alongside Americans,

. 15 ! oL
(ﬁﬁ‘ came to a tragic end. - : £ Ho Chi. Minh'has been re-education

/ _ In its sustained aggression
e camps, the boat people, and Vietnanm's 1nva51on of Kampucheav( XtrXEAR

o o _xmxmkmxpxmxmxmimxmxmhmxmgmwmx against the lemg—suwfferims Kampuchean
154

ac? \atﬁ‘iﬁ ks
71 people, Vietnam is proxy =xe+e on behalf of a .super-

power. Let me take this occasion to invite that superpower to

instruct its proxy to withdraw from Kampuchean borders.

I mention these tensions because they affect us, just as they
affect the prospects for peace everywhe=e in the world. L(Pexhans
_a_;aéefeaee—he*e—tv—the—¥a&k&aﬁd&,_iﬁ_ua;:aaxed—49 In the face of

L0 (M te tFendians,

/A' . #hdmy let us eelah;a;a,_and re-dedicate ourselves to the many
xqg

ties that bind us.




INSERT A, page 4/4/4

Between 1970 ard 1980, the volume of trade between our two

countries has increased by seventeen times: from $531 million

to $10 billion.

The U.S. is, of course, a vital market for Korean goods; and’
vice versa. President Reagan has made it.clear"that he will

do all he can to keep the U.S.‘market open. There few other
advocates of free trade as. ardent as the Preéident. His job''

in persuading those who regulate the mafket to keep it open .
will be made easier if our trading partners are prepared to make
the same pledge. Korea is our ninth largest trading partner,
‘and we expect it will become even more important in the years

ahead. 3:.:.&»&4/- “ovv ;ccumﬁl 8 L*(’Mﬂ—-\ Seo /6—‘4.*)(..1'

) ) 11~J45:j—--;\\
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LEhe United States is proud to have as its friend and ally a country
where economic

such as Korea, / miracles occur. Twenty Years ago this was

a poor country, where people starved in the spring before the
T4 s A ASia's Secad wasyor  Suceess Story,
new Crops came-in.AlNow political scientists 'study - South Korea
as a model for economic development. Kim. Kyung Won (secretary
. N\ Pt &) Tue f
general to President Chun) has explainedYthe Korean success sme

.this way: "It is," he séid, "the culture of discipline and postponing

immediate satisfaction for the future--even for posterity." ((Fortune
Mag, 8/10/81; p

e

According to an Interﬁational Labor Organization study, South Koreans

A . leuswess
| (_‘Z work longer hours than any other people on earth. This industr¥ has
o ) d? T\.a 20(\: ¢ bus.l‘\h’l? .
given you omne of the most dynamic economies oR—the—facawnf the
|

gartir. ‘Your growth rate last year was fourteen percent. By sharp
contrast, the North has one-fourth the output of the South. One
half of the North's work force is required to feed its people; in the

(ore Arceded
South, little more than one-third|fulfill that task.

Against this background of extraordinary economic achievement,
the prosfebts for pluralism are strong. .President Chun, the
.first head of state President Reagan(zeceived-at the White?HOuse,
spoke of a new era in the Republic of Korea, an era of'renewal

of the spirit of national harmony, replacing!the old chronic

( .and internecine battles between those who take rigid and extreme

positions.™" ((lunch toast, 2/2/81)) He Spece /) bun Ca é) oa;abﬁ
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and consensus-building." He spoke of a "freer, more abundant,

and democratic society in our midst."

We support this philosophy' with all our heart(%/;nd we look
to President Chun and to this assembly ((rlght word?)) to build

foundation f
. on such a commitment, the/stones of which have already been laid.

Since you have been so gracious in inviting me to speak here,

I should like to repay you‘with a short speech. ((Possible insert
on Jarmzelski/Castro/Kim I1 Sungriength speeches, if you'd.like.))
In the length of time we have left, let me offer a few thoughts

on matters that affect us all.

\\9-k A uaa»cfogﬂ 4J

The United States seeks no domlnatlon\ls this part of the world.

It does, however, _seek to stand by its friends. And it
will, ﬁave no doubts concerning that. The message recently
dellvered by Secretary of Defense Welnberger should dispel any
uncertalnty as to the commltment of peace and stability on the
Korean‘peninsula. ((He pledged $2 billion in case of attack by
N. Korea.))‘ The United States is a Pacific power. The ASEAN

countries wish it to remain so; and so it shall. We are here to

stay.
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The very close cooperation between the United States and the
ASEAN countries is a matter of record. The United States will +Vj

. - ) . + new relationships,
eaa;iaua-&@—eee%-efhef—?arenefe—ea;>¥6’;u11d on/fxizrdzhipax -
such as the one we have with the -People's Republic of China,

"\ O

but not at the expense of ou;Ehetz—I:;g—standing friendships.
Themrmanenspeniaintnxninxmfoxhrxmnadenxmex Long after we here are

. all gone, ASEAN will be celebrating its 100th anniversary; if,

: ' o\ {esders,
that is, we are followed by prudent

There is an ancient Chinese curse that says, "May you live in
interesting times." We live today in interesting timesQ—though
"I think that is more of a challenge than a curse. The most

important task facing us, as partners ‘in the Free World, is

preserving the peace.

A great American poet once wrote that, "Most of the change we
think we see in life is due to truths being in and out of favor."

The policf of deterrencehhas served us well in the past; why

- should it not continue to serve us well in the futuré? I sympathize
those in

w1th/1ntellectua1.quarters who devote themselves to the search

for new solutions. But that does not mean the old solutions are
valuable ,

no longer useful. The essence of deterrence is that where there

is balance,there is safety. This policy has kept the peace in

Korea since 1954. SfurnimxmipkhxypeEaxsxpeREE The world has seen
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' LU Qwy +\\M
a great many wa§;__“\V——"—1;;:;;;:;;;t—@weaey—erghf-yeeqew- Since

NATO was founded in 1948, for instance, about 150 wars have broken

, OULX sese—ef—tiremw—omr—tiris—pemdwsotr. In this troubled century, 2&
el pesce N That P taa Myl en J N ’
k;l_—j—:ﬁﬁx amounts to a proud legacy.

Deterrence has also prevented direct conflict . between the
and misunderstanding !
. superpowvers. There has been a great deal of confusion/recently

about the aims of the President Reagan vis a vis the Soviet
|
’ Union. No one is more interested in maintaining peace between
| the United States and the Soviet Union--between the United States

and all countries, for that matter--than President Reagan. The

fact that some have assumed Pres1dent Brezhnev is more interested

in peace than President Reagan may. be the -supreme iroeny of our

. about
time. It is fine to talk -/ peace,
Gy adan A"

dedding Afghan men, women and children with chemicals outlawed

but if your troops are Warridg

by all decent societies, the words are empty. It would be prudent

for those who take the Soviet Union at its word# in such matters

to watch what they do, not what they say. »3aée—!ﬁtﬂg&&__LQ;nL‘mdAeqefaé

President Reagan is willing to explore ail reasonable--and verifiable--
approaches in the matter of reducing the world's arsenal of -
nuclear weapons. Ht% zero-option proposal.of last November was

the single most sincere and dramatic overture to the Soviet Union

i in a long while. Unfortunately, fields of SS-20 missiles continue

( to sprout like asparagus ((get from USEmbassy name of fast-growing

Korean veg)), even as those who tend those fields talk of ﬁraezing
W.Zl"ua Svela Crops,

e dEpIoymrert—ui—ach deadly hawiitbts,
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' (—;t is no secret that during the 1970's the United States greatly
reduced ;he number of its nuclear weapons in Western Europe. I

£ac&-2pf stockpile there is at its lowest level in 20 years.
- o amn D et
Over the last ten years, the U.S.{engaged in a de facto freeze.
() The Liv atl o txawmiive,
The record is clear \But since 1975, the Soviet Union has deployed
} . ’
(- \V I} 0’) Wt Cauld Saamibklabe Ny cutive

250 multiple warhead §S-20"'s, AOn top of that they egun feaviula
o 200N Diwr CC 7YY
) modernizaesioa -ef their tactical nuclear forces with an entire new

fﬁ:‘ﬁ generation of shorter range missles. It is precisely for that
o
»

:Q?f‘ reason that European leaders don't want a freeze--and have told us Sso,
LN _ '
( N M‘» 4 M As-m s*‘(’s J

I mention this hergjbecause it is Sﬁ—gggﬁég%\that all our friendsge=—
[ &

[ Y
indeed, even our adversarieshhunderstand the lengths to which

President Reagan has gone to persuade the Soviet Union to put a
stop to this madness. There will be no anti-nuclear demonstrations
in Red Square, or in Pyongyang ((can get name of famous square there?)),

\E Leve B tan aa Dl wiatdfre )
Nor will \g:;'ée

words\reach the people of

I guarantee you that.

those countries. Certainly they will not reach the 105,000

political prisoners that Mr. Sung ((Kiﬁ?)) has found necessary

to jail. . _ ST : \

Until such a time as the Soviet Union decides to reduce international
and abetting

Izﬁ9xw, tension, to cease encouraging/aggression in Southeast Asia,
g vt
u - [ [ r)
/f%F in Southwest Asia, and EMEmYwhrxExhkaxxhrminehsxhendesnahninze elsewhere

_ ) _ : Little
T the United States has\uf?ﬁﬁgce but to be strong.
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INSERT A, page 9/9/9

Too many men and women, ‘Korean and American, have already
died protecting this land from his troops. And we saw all

too recently what communist reunification brings to the reunified.
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) , ((AmbassadorV))
Twenty-two years ago in the United Nations, . Henry Cabot

Lodge said to the Soviet delegate in the Security Council,
y - (o)
"Do not touch us, do not touch those whlth whom we are tied;

do not seek to extend Communist imperialism. This is very
e i
simplyx and ought to be easily understood by everybody." ((7/20/60))
- ;

That concept is just as simple today') 'u"r o~ ve‘._)n\.‘ i fvandevstoed,

At the same time that the United States will maintain its

strength, and that of its friends, we are anxious to explorg

wvays “ffother—wass2d to reduce existing tensions. Mr. Sung ((Kim?)),
refe (Luﬁ+k

to judge from hlS speeches, is adamant on the subject of withdrawal

N r’f-J;eﬂ.Stkw L\Iw TL\M w.dt--j

L of United States peace-keeping forces. I : like to take

this opportunity to eéi;:;ég/him to redirect his'rhetorical energies
| Qhoscer B |
elsewhere%e United States is not simply going to step
aside so he can set the clock back thirty-two years and launch anctier
invasinn--an& invasion which as snre as I stand here would result

o in the horrors of war, camps ((re- education/concentration7)), and

a new generation of boat people.

The Republic of South Korea has demonstrated over the. years that
it is willing to address the question of reunification. -The United
States will continue to encourage meanlngful dialogue on the

matter. It is our earnest hope that Mr. Sung ((Kim?)) will eventually

N

see the logic of negotiations.z But we, as you, 'are prepared to

wait, and to prosper_. in the meantimejas we begin our second hundred

years of friendship.




" DEPARTURE STATEMENT
- - OF
VICE PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH
KIMPO AIRPORT -
SEOUL, KOREA 4
TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1982

1'M SORRY TO BE LEAVING KOREA. MY VISIT HERE WAS A SHORT ONE, ‘
BUT A FULL ONE. I WOULD HAVE LOVED TO STAY LONGER TO SEE MORE’
OF YOUR BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY.

AS 1 MENTIONED YESTERDAY,

-2-
AS I MENTIONED YESTERDAY, IiYE COME HERE NOT SO MUCH TO CELEBRATE
THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE PEOPLE OF KOREA
AND THE UNITED STATES--BUT THE START OF THE SECOND HUNDRED YEARS.

OUR RELATIONSHIP 1S MARKED BY A CONTINUITY OF SYMBOLS. COMMODORE
SHUFELDT ARRIVED AT THE PORT OF INCHON IN 1882. IT WAS AT THAT -

SAME PORT THAT KOREAN, AMERICAN AND UNITED NATIONS FORCES ARRIVED .
AT HIGH TIDE SOME THIRTY YEARS AGO. OUR FRIENDSHIP HAS BEEN TESTED ifﬁi-

AND HAS ENDURED.

- WE'VE BEEN TREATED WITH




VNE'VE BEEN TREATED WITH EXTRAORD{NARY GRACIQUSNESS AND COURTESY.
I'LL REMEMBER IT ALWAYS. 1’VE HAD THE PLEASURE OF MEETING WITH
PRESIDENT CHUN, PRIME MINISTER YOO AND OTHER OFFICIALS. WE HAVE
HAD EXCELLENT TALKS. I’VE BEEN HEARTENED BY THE SPIRIT OF
COMMON PURPOSE AND COOPERATION WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN THE LEADERS
AND PEOPLES OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES.

f
THE UNITED. STATES CONTINUES

-

THE UNITED STATES CONTiNUES TO TAKE PRIDE IN BEING AN INTEGRAL

PART OF THE FORCES ALONG THE DMZ, WHICH HAVE BEEN THE KEY ELEMENT
IN PRESERVING PEACE'QN THE KOﬁEAN PENINSULA. I WAS EXTREMELEY

GLAD TO HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO VISIT CAMPS RED CLOUD AND LIBERTY BELL,
. WARRIOR BASE AND HILL 229, FROM THE TOP OF THAT HILL I STARED
ACROSS INTO NORTH.KOREA.' THE DAY MAY COME WHEN KOREA IS NO LONGER
DIVIDED, WHEN KIM IL SUNG ACCEPTS THE SOUTH'S INITIATIVE TOWARD

A JUST REUNIFICATION. BUT AS I SAID YESTERDAY ATVTHE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY, KOREA AND THE UNITED STATES ARE PREPARED TO WAIT

PATIENTLY FOR THAT DAY, AND PROSPER IN THE MEANTIME.,

GOODBYES SHOULD NOT GO
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GOODBYES SHOULD NOT GO ON FOREVER, SO WITH NO FURTHER ADO,
LET ME SAY, AS THEY DO HERE, ON-YOUNG-EE-KAY-SAY-0.




